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ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, AUGUST 18, 2011,  
FROM 1400 HOURS UNTIL 1600 HOURS AT THE 

LEIOPAPA A KAMEHAMEHA BUILDING, CONFERENCE ROOM 204 
235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET, HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96813,  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Malia Akutagawa; David Atkin; Scott Glenn; Gary Hooser (Director, 
Office of Environmental Quality Control); Robert Inouye; Shannon Mears; Charles Prentiss; 
Mary Steiner (Chairperson, Environmental Council); James Sullivan; and Marjorie Ziegler.   
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Alvin Char; Peter Cooper; Iris Terashima; Susan Matsushima; and, John 
Richards 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT:  Edward G. Bohlen, Esq.(Deputy Attorney General); George Casen; Stacy 
Chaussoy (Graduate Intern, Office of Environmental Quality Control); Alice Domingo (Staff, 
Office of Environmental Quality Control); Norman Lee (Office of the State Auditor); David Penn 
(University of Hawaii, Environmental Center); Leslie Segundo (Staff, Office of Environmental 
Quality Control);  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS:  With a quorum present (ten members), 
Chairperson Mary Steiner called the meeting of the Environmental Council to order at 
1410 hours.  All present introduced themselves. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  FOR MAY 11, 2011, AND JULY 13, 2011:  The Chairperson 

noted the following corrections proferred by members: (1) May 11, 2011, meeting 
minutes on page 2, under D, correct the spelling of Lisa’s last name as “Ferentinos“; (2) 
May 11, 2011, under item 6, entitled “Director’s Report”, the third bullet should begin with 
the phrase “Due to budget restrictions”; (3) July 13, 2011, meeting minutes, under item 
12, entitled “Standing Committee on Legislation” strike “Mr. Sullivan” and replace with 
“Mr. Mears.”  

 
MOTION 1:  Hearing no objections to the aforementioned corrections, 
Chairperson Steiner entertained a motion for the Environmental Council to 
approve the minutes of May 11, 2011, and July 13, 2011, as corrected above; 
Mr. Sullivan so moved with a second by Mr. Glenn.  Hearing no discussion, the 
Chairperson called for the question.  The Environmental Council unanimously 
approved the motion 1 (10-0-0). 

 
3. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT:   (1) Chairperson Steiner reported that she, Mesdames 

Terashima and Chaussoy, and Messrs. Hooser, Glenn, Atkin, Mears, and Tuiolosega 
met with Senator Michael Gabbard, Chair of the Energy and Environment Committee 
and his staff.  The purpose of the meeting was for the Environmental Council to brief the 
Senator on its present and upcoming activities.  (2) Chairperson Steiner asked the 
neighbor island members as to their preferences for travelling to Honolulu for meetings.  
Ms. Akutagawa requested that if possible, the Environmental Council schedule Friday 
meetings due to her other commitments during the week. Mr. Inouye indicated that his 
schedule is flexible and could accommodate any day the Council selects.  Mr. Richards 
indicated that Wednesdays are bad days for him to travel.  A brief discussion ensued.  
Chairperson Steiner announced that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
September 15, 2011, in the same location and at the same time.  Chairperson Steiner 
announced that the various standing committees would meet on the same day as the full 
Council meeting at the following times: (1) Standing Committee on Legislation, from 



 2 

1000 hours until 1100 hours; (2) Standing Committee on Administrative Rules, from 
1100 hours until 1200 hours; (3) Standing Committee on the Annual Report, from 1200 
hours until 1300 hours; and (4) Standing Committee on Exemptions, from 1300 hours 
until 1400 hours.   

 
4. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL:  (1) 

Director Hooser reported that Mr. Norman Lee of the Office of the State Auditor was 
present at the meeting.  On behalf of the members, Chairperson Steiner welcomed Mr. 
Lee.  Director Hooser noted that the State Auditor’s Report on the Superferry, previously 
provided to all members, contained recommendations for the Environmental Council and 
the Office of Environmental Quality Control.  He noted that Mr. Lee may be contacting 
members of the Environmental Council for more information. (2) SB 699 (giving the 
Office of Environmental Quality Control the ability to charge fees) is still alive for the 
second part of the fiscal biennium with graduate intern Stacy Chaussoy conducting 
research on proposed language for the bill to enable the Office to be wholly independent 
of general funding (an idea that the Office of the Governor had asked the Office of 
Environmental Quality Control to examine).  (3) Director Hooser also reported that the 
Office is very close to issuing a revised Guidance Document for Hawaii Environmental 
Policy Act (Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes) to replace the 2004 Guidance 
(suspended by the Office of the Governor following the appellate rulings in the 
Superferry and ‘Ohana Pale cases).  He noted that Ms. Chaussoy and Messrs. Segundo 
and Tuiolosega, have been meeting with him to discuss and edit the text.  Noting that 
Mr. Glenn had also reviewed the draft and provided some comments, Director Hooser 
announced that the Office expects to move the draft guidance forward for outside review 
(including the Department of the Attorney General) within the next two weeks.  (4) 
Director Hooser informed the Environmental Council that the Office had initiated an 
Education and Outreach program on Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and its 
implementing administrative rules, with the first meeting to be held at the Kalanimoku 
Building for the Department of Land and Natural Resources on August 23, 2011, from 
0900 hours.  As the guidance document is currently undergoing in-house review, 
Director Hooser noted that he does not plan to release it at the August 23, meeting.  He 
further noted that there are two confirmed meetings on the island of Hawaii: November 
30, 2011, in Hilo, and December 01, 2011, in Kona.  (5) Director Hooser reported that he 
has been contacted by the Governor’s Office that on September 01, 2011, the Boards 
and Commissions office will be holding a ceremony at the State Capitol for all 
appointees on the island of Oahu.  He noted that each neighbor island will have its own 
separate ceremony.  

 
5. STANDING COMMITTEE ON EXEMPTIONS REPORT:    Standing Committee Chair 

Atkin reported that the Exemptions Committee had met earlier to discuss two projects: 
(1) an Exemption Determination Form; and (2) a letter to all executive agencies of the 
State and County governments requesting the name, address, electronic mail and 
telephone number of a designated contact in the agency that deals with Chapter 343, 
HRS matters.  Chair Atkin noted that the County of Maui now publishes its exemption 
declarations on its Internet website.   

 
6. STANDING COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES REPORT:  Standing 

Committee Chair Glenn reported that the Administrative Rules Committee had met 
earlier to discuss initiating rulemaking and the disposition of the petition for rulemaking 
from Mr. Syd Singer of the Good Shepherd Foundation.   
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MOTION 2:  Mr. Glenn (Chair of the Standing Committee on Administrative Rules 
of the Environmental Council) moved, and Ms. Akutagawa seconded that the 
Environmental Council initiate rulemaking on its own initiative pursuant to Section 
11-201-16, Hawaii Administrative Rules, and Section 343-6, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes.  A discussion ensued among the members after which Chairperson 
Steiner called for the question.  The Environmental Council unanimously 
approved Motion 2 (10-0-0).  

MOTION 3:  Mr. Glenn moved, and Mr. Atkin seconded that the Environmental 
Council accept the petition for rulemaking submitted by Mr. Syd Singer of the 
Good Shepherd Foundation and incorporate said petition into the rulemaking 
process indicated in Motion 2 supra.   A discussion ensued among the members 
after which Chairperson Steiner called for the question.  The Environmental 
Council unanimously approved Motion 3 (10-0-0) with special note that Ms. 
Ziegler cast her vote “with reservations.” 

Mr. Glenn also reported that he had been assisting in the Outreach and Education 
efforts of OEQC and giving a presentation to the Marine Coastal Advisory Council of the 
Office of Planning, Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism.   

7. STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE ANNUAL REPORT:   Standing Committee Chair 
Terashima was absent; Ms. Akutagawa reported that write-ups from the Standing 
Committee Chairs on their work this past year will be due to the Standing Committee on 
September 02, 2011.   

 
8. STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION:  Standing Committee Chair Mears 

reported that he met with Senator Gabbard  (supra in item 3).     
 

9. PUBLIC TESTIMONY:   Mr. George Casen inquired about the Environmental Council 
streaming its proceedings live on the Internet.  A brief discussion ensued.     

 
10. NEW BUSINESS:   Ms. Ziegler discussed the anti-lobbying provisions of the State Ethics 

Commission.  A brief discussion ensued.       
 

11. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Steiner adjourned 
the meeting at 1541 hours.   

 

 

 

 

 
























