
ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MAY 11, 2011,  
FROM 1400 HOURS UNTIL 1600 HOURS AT THE 

KEONI ANA BUILDING VIDEOCONFERENCE CENTER 
1177 ALAKEA STREET, ROOM 301, HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96813,  
LIHU‘E STATE OFFICE BUILDING VIDEOCONFERENCE ROOM,  

3060 ‘EIWA STREET (BASEMENT), LIHU‘E, HAWAI‘I 96766,  
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I, MOLOKA‘I CAMPUS, ROOM 102, AND  

HILO STATE OFFICE BUILDING VIDEOCONFERENCE ROOM,  
75 ‘AUPUNI STREET (BASEMENT), HILO, HAWAI‘I 96720 

 
Present:  Malia Akutagawa (via Videoconference from Moloka‘i); David Atkin; Gary Hooser 

(Director, Office of Environmental Quality Control); Robert Inouye (via 
Videoconference from Kaua‘i Island); Shannon Mears; John Richards (via 
Videoconference from Hawai‘i Island); Mary Steiner; James Sullivan; and Iris 
Terashima.   

Absent:  Alvin Char; Peter Cooper; and, Susan Matsushima.  

Public:  Scott Glenn (Council appointee, effective July 1, 2011);  Jason Allison (Student 
Intern); Edward G. Bohlen, Esq.(Deputy Attorney General); George Casen; 
Randy Cates; Carty Chang; Alice Domingo (OEQC Staff); Liza Ferentinos; 
Bianca Isalei; Charles Prentiss (Council appointee, effective July 1, 2011); Alton 
Miyasaka; Leslie Segundo (OEQC Staff); William Tam (Deputy Director, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources); Alyson Yim, and Marjorie Ziegler 
(Council appointee, effective July 1, 2011).   

1. SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBERS:  Malia Akutagawa, Shannon Mears, and Iris 
Terashima were sworn into office by Director Gary Hooser.   

2. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Steiner called the Environmental Council to order at 1405 
hours. 

3. INTRODUCTIONS:  Chairperson Steiner welcomed everyone   All attendees introduced 
themselves.   

4.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM APRIL 18, 2011:  It was moved and seconded 
that the minutes of April 18, 2011, be approved.  Chairperson Steiner called for the 
questions.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

5.  CHAIR’S REPORT:   Chairperson Steiner presented her report.   

6.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

• Director Hooser reported that committee assignments for OEQC staff are being 
finalized.  

• The Planner V of the OEQC transferred to the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources.  

• Due to budget instructions, any action on all positions have been frozen by the 
Governor.  The Planner III and the Environmental Health Specialist are the only staff 
available for project reviews.   

• The Director reported that SB 699 was held in committee.   



• The Director reported that the OEQC and EC retreat will be held all day on June 30, 
2011, with OEQC staff meeting in the morning, followed by the members of the EC at 
1100 hours.   He noted that questionnaires from the retreat facilitator will be sent to all 
staff and council members.   

• The Director also reported that he met with the Information Technology staff on 
purchasing own meeting software and hardware (i.e., like Skype) and they informed 
him that such a system can cost about $50,000.  He noted that the advantage of such 
a system would be to allow the members to stay at home to have a virtual meeting 
(with the public) on a pre-arranged internet site.   
 

7.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS.   

 A. Legislation – Mr. Sullivan reported on the meeting that the committee held earlier.  

 B. Annual Report – There was no report. 

 C. Administrative Rules – Mr. Mears reported that the committee plans to meet in June 
2011.  

 D. Exemptions:   Mr. Atkin reported that the committee had met earlier with Mr. William 
Tam, Deputy Director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) on its 
requests for the council’s review and concurrence.  Mr. Atkin then invited Mr. Tam (and 
his staff, Mr. Paul Conry, and Ms. Lisa Farrantino) to address the full council.      

MOTION:  Mr. Atkin moved, and Mr. Cooper seconded that the Environmental Council 
approve DLNR’s second request (Class 3, Number 1 – DOFAW – June 12, 2008).  A lively 
discussion ensued.  Chairperson Steiner then called for the question (6-3-1).   The motion failed 
to carry.  In favor (Inouye, Akutagawa, Atkin, Cooper, Mears, and Terashima); opposed 
(Hooser, Richards, and Sullivan); abstentions (Char).   Chairperson Steiner noted that had the 
meeting not ended abruptly at 1600 hours (see below), she would have voted in favor of the 
motion.  

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 The videoconference connection abruptly ended at 1600 hours, ending the meeting.     

  

 
















































