






September



Thomas Square Park Renovation 

Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- i - 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1.0 INTRODUCTION.................................................................................................... 1-1 

1.1 PROJECT SUMMARY .................................................................................................................... 1-1 
1.2 LOCATION ..................................................................................................................................... 1-3 
1.3 LAND OWNERSHIP ..................................................................................................................... 1-3 
1.4 IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSING AGENCY ............................................................... 1-3 
1.5 IDENTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT ................................................. 1-3 
1.6 IDENTIFICATION OF DETERMINATION AGENCY ............................................................. 1-3 
1.7 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE OF HAWAI‘I AND CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS ......................................................................................................... 1-4 
1.8 IDENTIFICATION OF AGENCIES AND COMMUNITY GROUPS....................................... 1-4 
1.9 STUDIES CONTRIBUTING TO THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ......................... 1-4 

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION ..................................................................................... 2-1 

2.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION ............................................................................................... 2-1 
2.1.1 Park Ownership and Development ............................................................................................... 2-1 
2.1.2 Project Need .................................................................................................................................. 2-5 

2.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES.................................................................................................................. 2-5 
2.3 EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS ...................................................................................................... 2-6 
2.4 SURROUNDING USES.................................................................................................................. 2-7 
2.5 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED RENOVATION PLAN IMPROVEMENTS .............. 2-13 
2.6 PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE AND PHASING............................................................... 2-15 

3.0 LAND USE CONFORMANCE .............................................................................. 3-1 

3.1 STATE OF HAWAI‘I ...................................................................................................................... 3-1 
3.1.1 State Environmental Review Law (Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes)............................... 3-1 
3.1.2 State Land Use Law (Chapter 205, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes) .................................................... 3-1 
3.1.3 Hawai‘i State Plan (Chapter 226, HRS) ...................................................................................... 3-1 

3.2 CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU ...................................................................................... 3-4 
3.2.1 The O‘ahu General Plan ............................................................................................................... 3-4 
3.2.2 Primary Urban Center Development Plan ................................................................................... 3-5 
3.2.3 Public Infrastructure Map ............................................................................................................ 3-7 
3.2.4 Land Use Ordinance ..................................................................................................................... 3-7 
3.2.5 Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District Special Design District................. 3-8 

3.3 FEDERAL ....................................................................................................................................... 3-11 
3.3.1 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) .................................................................................... 3-11 
3.3.2 National Register of Historic Places ........................................................................................... 3-11 
3.3.3 Coastal Zone Management Act .................................................................................................. 3-11 

3.4 APPROVALS AND PERMITS .................................................................................................... 3-19 

4.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, 
POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES ........................... 4-1 

4.1 CLIMATE ......................................................................................................................................... 4-1 
4.2 GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY & SOILS ......................................................................................... 4-1 

4.2.1 Geology ......................................................................................................................................... 4-1 
4.2.2 Soils .............................................................................................................................................. 4-2 

4.3 NATURAL HAZARDS .................................................................................................................. 4-4 
4.4 FLORA ............................................................................................................................................. 4-6 
4.5 FAUNA ............................................................................................................................................ 4-7 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- ii - 

5.0 ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING HUMAN ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL 
IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION MEASURES ................................................... 5-1 

5.1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES ............................................ 5-1 
5.2 NOISE ............................................................................................................................................... 5-7 
5.3 AIR QUALITY ................................................................................................................................. 5-7 
5.4 VISUAL RESOURCES .................................................................................................................... 5-8 
5.5 SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS ................................................................................ 5-9 
5.6 INFRASTRUCTURE ..................................................................................................................... 5-11 

5.6.1 Transportation ............................................................................................................................ 5-11 
5.6.2 Water .......................................................................................................................................... 5-16 
5.6.3 Wastewater ................................................................................................................................. 5-17 
5.6.4 Drainage ..................................................................................................................................... 5-17 
5.6.5 Electrical and Communication Systems ..................................................................................... 5-20 
5.6.6 Solid Waste Disposal .................................................................................................................. 5-20 

5.7 PUBLIC SERVICES ....................................................................................................................... 5-21 
5.7.1 Police Protection ......................................................................................................................... 5-21 
5.7.2 Fire Protection ............................................................................................................................ 5-22 
5.7.3 Education .................................................................................................................................... 5-22 
5.7.4 Health Care Services ................................................................................................................... 5-23 
5.7.5 Recreational Facilities ................................................................................................................. 5-24 

6.0 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES ................................................................. 6-1 

6.1 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE ...................................................................................................... 6-1 
6.2 PLANS FOR RENOVATION THAT WERE REJECTED ........................................................... 6-1 
6.3 PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE ....................................................................................................... 6-1 

7.0 ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION, FINDINGS, & REASONS FOR 
SUPPORTING THE DETERMINATION ........................................................... 7-1 

7.1 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA .......................................................................................................... 7-1 
7.2 ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION............................................................................................ 7-5 

8.0 AGENCY AND PUBLIC CONTACTS................................................................. 8-1 

8.1 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT .............................................................................................................. 8-1 
8.2 PRE-CONSULTATION .................................................................................................................. 8-3 
8.3 ADDITIONAL AGENCY CONSULTATION MEETINGS ....................................................... 8-6 

9.0 REFERENCES ........................................................................................................... 9-1 

 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- iii - 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 
FIGURE 1: REGIONAL LOCATION MAP ........................................................................................ 1-5 
FIGURE 2: TMK MAP ................................................................................................................... 1-6 
FIGURE 3: STATE LAND USE DISTRICT ........................................................................................ 1-7 
FIGURE 4: ZONING MAP .............................................................................................................. 1-8 
FIGURE 5: SPECIAL DESIGN DISTRICT .......................................................................................... 1-9 
FIGURE 6: HISTORIC PARK PLANS ............................................................................................... 2-3 
FIGURE 7: SITE PHOTOS ............................................................................................................... 2-9 
FIGURE 8: RENOVATION PLAN .................................................................................................. 2-11 
FIGURE 9: NRCS SOIL CLASSIFICATION ..................................................................................... 4-3 
FIGURE 10: FLOOD HAZARD ASSESSMENT REPORT .................................................................... 4-5 
FIGURE 11: TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS ................................................................................... 5-15 
FIGURE 12: IMPERVIOUS SURFACES AND STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE............................. 5-19 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 
TABLE 1: PROPOSED PHASING PLAN ........................................................................................ 2-15 
TABLE 2: LIST OF ANTICIPATED PERMITS AND APPROVALS..................................................... 3-19 
TABLE 3: RESIDENT POPULATION BY RACE AND CENSUS TRACT, 2010 .................................. 5-10 
TABLE 4: HOUSEHOLD, AGE, AND INCOME ESTIMATES BY CENSUS TRACT, 2010 .................. 5-10 
TABLE 5: LIST OF PUBLIC MEETINGS, STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS, & INTERVIEWS ..................... 8-2 
TABLE 6: CONSULTED PARTIES ................................................................................................... 8-3 
 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
APPENDIX A: COMMUNITY & AGENCY ENGAGEMENT 

A-1: COMMUNITY MEETING NOTES & COMMENTS 
A-2: ON-LINE ENGAGEMENT & RESULTS 
A-3: PRE-CONSULTATION COMMENTS & RESPONSES 
A-4: SHPD MEETING NOTES 

APPENDIX B: TREE INVENTORY 
APPENDIX C: COST ESTIMATE INFORMATION  
APPENDIX D: NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 
APPENDIX E: GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING EXPLORATION  
APPENDIX F: ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 
APPENDIX G: HISTORIC ASSESSMENT 
APPENDIX H: CULTURAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
  



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- iv - 

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 

AFONSI Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

ALISH Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State of Hawai‘i 

AMSL Above mean sea level 

BMPs Best management practices 

BWS City and County of Honolulu, Board of Water Supply 

C.L.E.A.N Community Lokahi to Enrich our Aina Now 

CZM Coastal Zone Management 

DDC City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and 
Construction 

DES City and County of Honolulu, Department of Enterprise Services 

DHS State of Hawai‘i Department of Human Services 

DLNR State of Hawai‘i Department of Land & Natural Resources 

DOE State of Hawai‘i Department of Education 

DOH State of Hawai‘i Department of Health 

DOT State of Hawai‘i Department of Transportation 

DPP City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning & 
Permitting 

DPP WWB DPP Wastewater Branch 

DPR City and County of Honolulu, Department of Parks and 
Recreation 

DTS City and County of Honolulu, Department of Transportation 
Services 

DUF DPR Division of Urban Forestry 

EA Environmental Assessment 

E.O. Executive Order 

EPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 

FEMA  Federal Emergency Management Agency 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- v - 

FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map 

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact 

GPD Gallons per day 

HAR  Hawai‘i Administrative Rules 

HCDA Hawai‘i Community Development Authority 

HFD Honolulu Fire Department 

HPD Honolulu Police Department 

HRS  Hawai‘i Revised Statutes 

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature 

LID Low Impact Development 

LSB University of Hawai‘i Land Study Bureau 

LUO Land Use Ordinance 

LWCF Land and Water Conservation Fund 

NRCS  Natural Resource Conservation Service 

OEQC State of Hawai‘i, Office of Environmental Quality Control 

ROH Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 

SHPD State Historic Preservation Division 

SLUD State Land Use District 

TMK  Tax Map Key 

TOD Transit-oriented development 
 

 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- vi - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 
 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- vii - 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 
The City and County of Honolulu (“County”) has prepared a master plan for the 
renovation of Thomas Square Park.  The purpose of the renovation is to: 
 

• Honor the past, especially the Restoration of the Hawaiian Monarchy on July 31, 
1843. 

• Embody art, history, and culture at the center of the Thomas Square/Honolulu 
Academy of Arts Special District. 

• Revitalize and reactivate the Park to make it a fun place for passive, self-directed 
outdoor recreation. 
 

The renovation is proposed to be phased, so as to set forth an orderly and logical 
implementation of Park elements.  In preparing the renovation master plan, the County 
and their consultant team engaged community stakeholders to discuss the issues and 
demands facing the Park, as well as desired elements to support the renovation’s 
purpose.  Through the public engagement process, specific elements were identified, 
considered, evaluated, and eliminated or included in the renovation master plan. The 
key elements included in the plan are described in greater detail in Section 2.5, and 
strong themes emerged as important to the community, as follows:  
 

• Most importantly, let this be a place to speak and honor [the Park's] history 
• Thomas Square must have a Hawaiian Flag 
• Represent Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III) 
• The Park is central to a thriving arts district and should be integral to the district 

in both form and function 
• Tell the many stories of Thomas Square (Restoration, flag, motto, Royal 

Hawaiian Band, Banyan Trees) 
• Return a bandstand for the Royal Hawaiian Band 
• Remove or renovate elements with chronic maintenance problems. 
• Outdoor seating areas are essential 
• Allow space where the variety of on-going community activities can continue 

 
The elements of the proposed master plan for the renovation of the Thomas Square Park 
are compliant with land use controls of the County, State and Federal government and 
are not expected to have a significant impact on the natural or social environment.  The 
primary mitigation measures employed with the master plan for the renovation of 
Thomas Square are: 
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Construction Noise – The proposed renovations to Thomas Square will have its greatest 
impact during construction, but all construction activities will be limited to daylight 
work hours. It is expected that the various elements of the proposed renovations will 
generate less noise during construction than the various roadway improvements that 
typically occur on surrounding streets, which often require jack hammers, or heavy 
earthmoving equipment, asphalt producing equipment, etc. To mitigate construction 
noise levels, the Department of Design and Construction will work with their 
contractors to ensure adherence with State Department of Health (DOH) community 
noise regulations, use of proper equipment, and regular vehicle maintenance.  
Equipment mufflers or other noise attenuating equipment may also be employed as 
required. 
 
Performance Sound – Mitigation for the bandstand shall include use of speakers that 
are directed downward toward the audience and reasonable hours of operation for 
amplified music. 
 
Soils Disturbance – During construction and landscaping of the renovation plan 
elements, top soil and vegetation will be disturbed on a localized basis.  Contractors 
will use best management practices (BMPs) to minimize erosion during construction 
and planting, including watering loose soils during construction, and planting 
groundcover over areas where construction has been completed.   
 
Air Quality - Emissions derived from operation of construction equipment and other 
vehicles involved in construction activities may temporarily affect the ambient air 
quality in the immediate vicinity.  However, these effects will be minimized through 
proper maintenance of construction equipment and vehicles.  In addition, there may be 
a temporary adverse impact on air quality attributable to dust generated during project 
construction, particularly earthmoving activity.  The Department of Design and 
Construction will work with their contractors to ensure that best management practices 
to control fugitive dust are employed.  This may include the use of construction fencing 
or watering the site while soil is exposed.  After construction, the Park will be 
revegetated with grass or landscaping.  
 
Protected Species – In order to minimize threats to protected species, the following 
measures will be implemented with the renovation plan improvements:  
 
• To avoid impacts to young indigenous manu-o-Kū (white terns), and ‘ōpe‘ape‘a 

(Hawaiian hoary bats), tree and shrub clearing of woody plants over 15 feet tall will 
not occur during the combined breeding and pupping/fledgling seasons of February 
1 through July 31.  
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• To protect seabirds that may fly over the Park, outdoor lighting will be installed 
with the following considerations: 

o Overhead lighting will be of a type that is shielded so the bulb can only be 
seen from below and use the lowest wattage bulbs possible.   

o Uplighting of vegetation will be installed such that the light is diffused by 
vegetation as opposed to casting beams into the sky. 

• To avoid predation of avian species by dogs, Honolulu’s leash laws will continue to 
be enforced in the Park, allowing for reasonable exceptions for permitted dog shows 
conducted by established kennel and obedience training clubs. 

 
Archaeological and Historical Resources – To mitigate for potential impacts to 
archaeological and historical resources, the proposed Renovation Plan retains all 
historic structures, although some are proposed to be altered. Alterations should 
comply with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD). Section 
6E-8, HRS requires that before a County agency commences projects that affect historic 
properties, the agency must advise the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR), and the project may not commence until the DLNR (as implemented by SHPD) 
has given its written concurrence. Therefore, prior to any alterations of historic 
structures, including the basalt wall, the tall pillar on the northwest corner of the wall, 
restrooms and storage building, fountain and its surrounding circular wall, and internal 
pathways, the County must obtain SHPD concurrence. Wish respect to archaeological 
resources, the recommendation from the Archaeological Evaluation (Appendix F) is to 
conduct Archaeological Inventory Surveys prior to any improvements to Thomas 
Square. 
 
Streets - Construction of the Master Plan sidewalk improvements may affect lanes on a 
temporary basis. HFD will be informed of any lane closures required during 
construction. If street or lane closures are necessary, a Street Usage Permit will be 
acquired from the Department of Transportation Services. 
 
Water - To aid in water conservation, low flow or water efficient fixtures will be used in 
comfort station improvements. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared in compliance with Chapter 
343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) for the proposed project, as the renovation of 
Thomas Square Park will involve the use of County lands and funds, and it involves an 
action within a historic site on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
1.1 PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
Project Name: Thomas Square Park Renovation 
 
Location: 1102 Victoria Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i (Figure 1) 
 
Proposing City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and 

Construction 
 
Landowner: State of Hawai‘i (E.O. 3873 sets Thomas Square aside to the City 

and County of Honolulu for public purposes) 
 
Tax Map Key: TMK: (1) 2-4-001-001(Figure 2) 
 
Project Area: Approximately 6.4 acres 
 
Existing Uses: Park uses such as picnicking, community events, and passive 

recreation 
 
Proposed Uses: Park uses such as picnicking, community events, and passive 

recreation. Historical interpretation.  
 
Land Use  State Land Use:  Urban (Figure 3 ) 
Designations:   
 County Zoning:  P-2 (Figure 4) 
 Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts District: Within (Figure 5) 
Special  
Management Area: No 
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Need for Compliance with Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes for the 
Assessment: use of County lands and funds; and an action within a historic 

site on the National Register of Historic Places 
  
Permits/Approvals Compliance with Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes;  
Required: Compliance with Chapter 6E, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes; Special 

District Permit-minor; Special Design District Amendment; 
Grading and Building Permits, Street usage permit for 
construction-related work in right of ways or lane closures 

 
Determination  
Agency:  City and County of Honolulu, Office of the Mayor 
 
Determination: Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact (AFONSI) 
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1.2 LOCATION 
 
Thomas Square Park is located in Kulaokahu‘a, which lies within the ahupua‘a of 
Makiki, in urban Honolulu on the island of O‘ahu. The tax map key is 2-4-001-001.  The 
Park is bounded on all sides by public streets: South Beretania Street (mauka) South 
King Street (makai), Ward Avenue (‘Ewa), and Victoria Street (Diamond Head).  See 
Figure 1. 
 
1.3 LAND OWNERSHIP  
 
The City and County of Honolulu is the fee owner of the parcel.  A tax map 
highlighting the project area is provided in Figure 2. 
 
1.4 IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSING AGENCY 
The proposing agency is the City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and 
Construction. 
 
Contact:  Robert J. Kroning, P.E. 
   650 S. King Street, 11th Floor 
   Honolulu, HI 96813   

Telephone:  (808)768-8480 
Fax  (808) 768-4567 

 
1.5 IDENTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT 
 
The City and County of Honolulu's planning consultant to prepare this EA is PBR 
HAWAII. 
 
Contact:  PBR HAWAII & Associates, Inc. 

Catie Cullison, AICP  
   1001 Bishop Street, Suite 650 
   Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Telephone:   (808) 521-5631 
Fax:    (808) 523-1402 

 
1.6 IDENTIFICATION OF DETERMINATION AGENCY 
 
The determining agency is the City and County of Honolulu, Office of the Mayor 
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Contact:  Chris Dacus 
Address:  530 S King Street Room 306 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
Telephone:   (808) 768-3046 

 
1.7 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE OF HAWAI‘I AND CITY AND 

COUNTY OF HONOLULU ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 
 
This document has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the State of 
Hawai‘i’s Environmental Impact Statement Law, Chapter 343, HRS and Hawai‘i 
Administrative Rules (HAR) Title 11, Department of Health, Chapter 200, 
Environmental Impact Rules.  Section 343-5 HRS establishes nine (9) “triggers,” which 
require the environmental review process.  Implementation of the master plan for the 
renovation of Thomas Square will involve the use of County land and funds, and use 
within a historic site as designated in the National Register of Historic Places, thus it is 
subject to the provisions of Chapter 343, HRS. 
 
Thomas Square is located in the Urban State Land Use District (Figure 3), the County’s 
P-2 General Preservation Zoning District (Figure 4), and the County’s Thomas 
Square/Honolulu Academy of Art Special Design District (Figure 5).  
 
1.8 IDENTIFICATION OF AGENCIES AND COMMUNITY GROUPS  
 
Throughout the planning process, the City and County of Honolulu engaged in 
meetings with the community, neighboring institutions, State and Federal agencies as 
well as other county departments.  In addition, other agencies were consulted as a 
matter of course for this Environmental Assessment.  These interactions are detailed in 
Section 8.0 and documented in Appendix A.   
 
1.9 STUDIES CONTRIBUTING TO THIS ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT 
 
The information contained in this report has been gathered from agency and 
community conversations, document and historical research, site visits, technical 
studies, and generally available information regarding the characteristics and history of 
the Park and surrounding area.  References can be found in Section 9.0 of this report.
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Figure 1

Regional Location Map

Thomas Square Park Renovation
City and County of Honolulu Island of Oÿahu

North Linear Scale (feet)
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Source: ESRI Online Basemaps.

Disclaimer: This Graphic has been prepared for general planning purposes only
and should not be used for boundary Interpretations or other spatial analysis.
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Figure 3

State Land Use District
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U: Urban
C: Conservation

Source: State Land Use Commission, 2014.

Disclaimer: This Graphic has been prepared for general planning purposes only
and should not be used for boundary Interpretations or other spatial analysis.
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A-2 Medium-densityApartment
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AMX-3 High-densityApartment MixedUse
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BMX-3 CommunityBusiness Mixed Use
BMX-4 CentralBusiness Mixed Use
P-1 RestrictedPreservation
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R-5 Residential
State Jurisdiction:Kakaako CommunityDevelopment District(Admin. by HCDA)

Source: City and County of Honolulu, 2016

Disclaimer: This Graphic has been prepared for general planning purposes only
and should not be used for boundary Interpretations or other spatial analysis.
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
This section provides background information, identifies the project’s goals and 
objectives, describes the proposed improvements, describes construction activities, and 
provides approximate costs. 
 
2.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2.1.1 Park Ownership and Development 
Thomas Square is located in an area once known as Kulaokahu‘a, which is translated as: 
“plain of the boundary” (Pukui, 1974). There is little information pertaining to the use of 
the area during the pre-Contact Period. During the Historic Period, the Plain of Waikīkī, 
as it was known, was considered a vast wasteland that extended from the American 
Missionary to Makiki Stream. The following is a timeline of significant events in the 
development of the Park: 
 
1843 The ceremony to honor the Restoration of the Hawaiian Kingdom is held 

at Thomas Square. A British flag was lowered and the Hawaiian flag was 
raised. The assembled crowd cheered, and 21-gun salutes were fired from 
ships in Honolulu Harbor and from Puowaina (Punchbowl). In reference 
to the Restoration, Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III) says, “Ua Mau ke 
Ea o ka ‘Āina i ka Pono” (The sovereignty of the land is perpetuated in 
righteousness).  
 

1845-46 In an attempt to offset a projected treasury shortfall, the Hawaiian 
Government sought to sell undeveloped lands in Kulaokahu‘a. Between 
1845 and 1846, lots in the area were purchased by prominent members of 
the community.  
 

1850 The Privy Council named the place Thomas Square and fixed its 
boundaries. However, no park development is known to have occurred at 
that time.  
 

1873-75  The site was planted with oats and algaroba and later, jute. 
 
1876 What resembled park development is thought to have begun when 

Archibald S. Cleghorn piped in water and planted a nursery. Public 
donations funded rows of palm trees bordering the Park boundaries.  
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1883  Robert Sterling laid out the first known design of the Park; however, the 
plans were never realized due to rising national debt. See Figure 6: 
Historic Park Plans. 
 

1887 Cleghorn brought in banyan trees from Ainahou Estate in Waikīkī. 
Community contributions provided funds to build a bandstand, seating, 
and landscaping. Officially, the Park was opened on April 7, 1887. 
 

1925 Hawai‘i now a territory, the Territorial Legislature set aside Thomas 
Square as a public park and placed it under the managemrnt of the Park 
Board of the City and County of Honolulu. Governor Farrington signs a 
joint resolution prohibiting the extension of Young Street through Thomas 
Square. 
 

1932 Thomas Square is renovated by Catherine Jones Richards Thompson and 
Robert Thompson with an eye toward creating a landscape space 
supportive of the recently constructed Honolulu Museum of Art. The 
sloping landform was graded flat and the retaining rock walls near South 
Beretania Street were added to support the approximately 15-feet of grade 
difference between South Beretania and South King Street. The circular 
fountain at the center of the Park was added at this time. The fountain was 
planned to be lined with black tile to give an illusion of depth  (Honolulu 
Advertiser, 1931). A mock orange hedge was also planned for between the 
curb line and sidewalk, essentially pulling the public sidewalk into the 
Park. The plan included curved walkways from the corners of the square. 
See Figure 6. 
 

1942 The U.S. government erected barracks on Thomas Square to house 
military troops. 
 

1967 Landscape Architect George Walters proposed hardscape improvements 
that emphasized the Young Street axis and an enlargement to the central 
paving area. The hardscape improvements were not implemented. 

 
1970 An executive order of the Hawai‘i Governor set aside the Park to the City 

and County of Honolulu. 
 

1972 The Park was added to the State and National Registers of Historic Places 
(80-14-9990). 
 

1993-Present Trees are added throughout the Park.  
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2.1.2 Project Need 
The need for renovation of Thomas Square is several-fold. Foremost, the City and 
County of Honolulu has a responsibility to ensure the safety of the public. Overgrown 
vegetation, and uneven or broken concrete surfaces create hazards for Park users. The 
aging comfort station is repeatedly vandalized. Its continual repair has been an on-
going expense for the City. Trees have been added throughout the park in a manner 
inconsistent with the Thompson and Thompson plan of 1932. The unplanned and 
overgrown vegetation impedes sight lines through the park, detracting from the formal 
character envisioned with the Thompson and Thompson plan, and creating spaces that 
can feel isolated and at times, unsafe.  
 
The County is proposing a renovation plan that celebrates the historical significance of 
Thomas Square. Recognizing the significance of the Park in Hawai‘i’s political history, 
there is a desire to return the park to a more stately landscape, while modernizing it for 
on-going, contemporary uses.  
 
Thomas Square’s proximity to the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, Honolulu Museum of Art 
and the Honolulu Museum of Art School, Straub Hospital, and other community 
resources also drives the need for making improvements to the Park to facilitate the 
continued vitality of the arts district.  
 
The project is also needed to adapt to the transformation of the neighborhood. The 
forthcoming rail transit line and associated commercial and residential development in 
Kaka‘ako are expected to increase the residential population and the number of people 
walking and biking in the area.  It can be expected that these neighborhood changes will 
result in greater demand for Park use. General refurbishment of the facilities is 
necessary to accommodate an increase in use.   
 
2.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the proposed renovation of Thomas Square are as follows:  
 

• Honor the past, especially the Restoration of the Hawaiian Monarchy on July 31, 
1843. 

• Embody art, history, and culture at the center of the Thomas Square/Honolulu 
Academy of Arts Special District. 

• Revitalize and reactivate the Park to make it a desirable place for community 
gathering and informal outdoor recreation uses. 
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2.3 EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS 
 
Thomas Square is located in Kulaokahu‘a, which lies within the ahupua‘a of Makiki, in 
urban Honolulu on the island of O‘ahu. The tax map key is 2-4-001-001.  The Park is 
bounded on all sides by public streets: South Beretania Street (mauka), South King Street 
(makai), Ward Avenue (‘Ewa), and Victoria Street (Diamond Head).  See Figure 1. The 
topography of the site is generally level with existing ground surface elevations ranging 
between about +20 to +35 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). The park consists of two 
terraces; the main lower portion of the park is approximately +20 feet AMSL, and the 
upper terrace along South Beretania Street is about 5-15 feet above the rest of the park 
area. 
 
Existing Park elements and their condition are documented in Figure 7: Site Photos. 
Beginning at the mauka end of the Park, the upper terrace of the Park is at grade with 
South Beretania Street and immediately adjacent to the road, separated by a curb and 
gutter. Vegetation includes grass, small planter beds and large trees behind the 
sidewalk. Physical improvements include benches and “cobrahead” style overhead 
lights. A concrete plaza is located at the center of the South Beretania frontage, 
immediately across from the entry to the Honolulu Museum of Art. A central stairway 
leads down to the Park. The stairway is supported by a rock wall, constructed with the 
1932 renovation of the Park. It is on this wall where a plaque commemorating the 
Restoration ceremony is located.  Concrete plazas at the corners of Beretania/Victoria 
and Beretania/Ward also denote Park entries. At the Beretania/Ward entry, the remains 
of a defunct light fixture or fountain is situated within the rock wall. Nearby is a Board 
of Water Supply monitoring well. Paths leading into the Park from the central staircase 
and the corners are unpaved and well-worn by pedestrians over the years. The Victoria 
and Ward Avenue edges of the Park are demarked by a hedge, behind the public 
sidewalk. On both streets, the hedge opens to allow pedestrian access at the Young 
Street axis. A stone storage building, comfort station, and four pillars (absent of their 
wood pergola) are located at this location on the Victoria Street side of the Park. The 
Park is vegetated with grass and an assortment of trees (see Appendix B for an 
inventory of trees). The predominant landscape features are the four banyan trees 
located at the center of the Park that were installed by Cleghorn in 1887. The trees 
surround a circular fountain which was constructed in 1932. A plaque on the fountain 
honors the first President of the Outdoor Circle, Beatrice Castle. Benches and trash 
receptacles are distributed throughout the Park. Along the South King Street frontage, 
the sidewalk is adjacent to the street and the hedge treatment is behind. Openings at the 
street corners and center of this frontage permit pedestrian access. 
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The Department of Parks and Recreation, Division of Urban Forestry (DUF) is 
responsible for landscape maintenance of the pink hibiscus planter boxes on the 
sidewalk at the South Beretania Street side of Thomas Square Park, the plumbago 
planter boxes on the South King Street side of the park, and tree care for the trees 
located within the park, as well as in the planting strips and tree wells along the four 
streets surrounding the park. 
 
2.4 SURROUNDING USES 
 
Surrounding land uses are the Honolulu Museum of Art (mauka, across South Beretania 
Street); the Neal S. Blaisdell Center and Concert Hall (makai, across South King Street); 
Straub Hospital and First Insurance (‘Ewa, across Ward Avenue); and the Honolulu 
Museum of Art School and the Medical Arts Building (Diamond Head, across Victoria 
Street).  
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2.5 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED RENOVATION PLAN 

IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The elements of the master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square subject to this 
Environmental Assessment are depicted on Figure 8: Renovation Plan, and include: 

• Install a single flagpole to fly the Hawaiian flag. This is deemed to be the single 
most important element to honor Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III) and the 
restoration of the Hawaiian Kingdom on July 31, 1843, because the British flag 
was lowered and replaced with a Hawaiian flag at what is now Thomas Square.  

• Include Kauikeaouli’s words, “Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘Āina i ka Pono” (The 
sovereignty of the land is perpetuated in righteousness1) in Hawaiian together 
with the Hawaiian flag to further provide a platform for telling the story of the 
politcal circumstances that faced Kauikeaouli and his Kingdom. The words are to 
be mounted on a low rock wall. 

• Reserve a space for the installation of a statue commemorating Kauikeaouli. 
Statue installation may include interpretive devices such as a plaque to explain 
his significance in Hawaiian history. 

• Incorporate the King Street Protected Bike Lane – A vegetative buffer is planned 
for the makai side of the King Street Protected Bike Lane. The purpose is to 
further protect bicycles along the Park’s frontage. A secondary purpose is to 
visually “reach” toward the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, to improve the connection 
between these two facilities. 

• Install specialty paving and trellises at Park entrances and the fountain perimeter 
to create an improved sense of arrival. 

• Provide paved walkways to improve access to the heart of the Park for people of 
all abilities. 

• Relocate perimeter sidewalks to the Park interior. Wide, shaded sidewalks are 
proposed along the Victoria Street and Ward Avenue frontages to encourage 
pedestrian flow to and through Thomas Square from the surrounding 
businesses, health care facilities, arts and cultural institutions. 

• Leave the basalt wall that supports the Beretania terrace in place and protect as 
necessary. Create additional terraces below the wall to allow seating. 

                                                 
1 Kauikeaouli’s words, “Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘Āina i ka Pono” were later adopted as the State motto of 
Hawai‘i. Hawaiian words often have multiple interpretations and for the purposes of the state motto the 
word “ea” is often translated as “life”. However, for the purposes of this document, the word “ea” is 
interpreted as “sovereignty” to more accurately reflect the political circumstances of Kauikeaouli’s time. 
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• Provide a performance area for the Royal Hawaiian Band – Thomas Square was 
the original home of the Royal Hawaiian Band. Earliest Park plans included a 
gazebo-like structure within the central banyans for the band (before the 
fountain was constructed at this location). With the growth of the trees, as well as 
the modern needs of the band, a larger performance structure is required. Thus, a 
covered bandstand is proposed on the mauka side of the central banyans, facing 
South Beretania Street.  

• Replace, relocate or install new trees – An allée of trees is proposed along the 
new, widened sidewalks on Victoria Street and Ward Avenue frontages. The 
trees are meant to frame and formalize the Park, while providing a deep canopy 
of shade for pedestrians on the widened sidewalks. Coconut trees may be added 
to the King Street end of the park to create a more cohesive landscape between 
Thomas Square and the Neal S. Blaisdell Center across King Street. Additional 
trees are proposed along South Beretania Street and within the proposed terrace 
between South Beretania Street and the bandstand.  

• Rehabilitate and enlarge the existing comfort station and maintenance building 
to accommodate new restrooms with improved security, a small concession 
stand, and park maintenance storage. 

• Rehabilitate and expand the remnant trellis located near the existing comfort 
station to make the space more inviting for eventual café seating associated with 
the concession stand 

• Install four curb-cut driveways on Victoria Street to allow maintenance vehicle 
access. 

• Allow for food truck and event set up/take down parking (assumed by permit) 
along Victoria Street. This element is proposed as a reasonable way to 
incorporate the vitality that food vendors can bring to public spaces without 
impacting the park’s character with permanent structures. The provision of food 
truck space allows the flexibility for community gatherings to include food, 
without food vendors driving on lawns or setting up in the park. 

• Repair and rehabilitate the central fountain. Historic elements of the fountain 
will be retained, including its walls and plaque commemorating the first 
president of the Outdoor Circle, Beatrice Castle. 

• Uplight central banyan trees. While the central banyan trees define Thomas 
Square for many people, the area is dark and perceived to be a place where 
unobserved mischief can occur at night. The proposed solution is a lighting 
scheme that celebrates the trees while providing a new element of security to the 
Park. The lights are proposed to be pole-mounted and oriented both to the 
ground to illuminate walkways and upward to periodically uplight the trunks 
and aerial roots of the trees, without projecting into the night sky. The uplighting 
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will be programmable and triggered by motion sensors, thereby alerting 
observers that someone is moving through the central part of the Park at night. 

• Allow for temporary art installation throughout the Park. 
• Add new landscape beds, benches, and trash receptacles throughout. 

 
2.6 PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE AND PHASING 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square is expected to be 
completed in phases as generally outlined in Table 1: Proposed Phasing Plan.  By 
phasing the Park’s development, the cost can be distributed over time. Note that 
phasing may change or be further divided into smaller sub-phases based on funding 
availability. 
 
Cost estimate information is found in Appendix C. Note that the cost estimate was 
prepared during the planning process. Several elements were ultimately eliminated 
from the Preferred Alternative Master Plan. 
 

Table 1: Proposed Phasing Plan 

Estimated Scope of Work Estimated Timeline 
New grass, irrigation and electrical lines. Removal of 
dead or dying trees 

Immediate, pre-development 
maintenance 

Interpretive elements (statue, flagpole, motto); 
fountain restoration; tree planting; comfort station 
renovation; paths on King Street side of Park 

3-5 years as funding allows 

Remainder of sidewalks and paths, benches, trash 
receptacles, street trees, planting beds, and Beretania 
terrace 

4-7 years as funding allows 

Seating below rock wall, stage, and maintenance 
facility improvements 

5-10 years as funding allows 
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3.0 LAND USE CONFORMANCE 
 
The processing of certain permits and approvals are prerequisites to the 
implementation of the Thomas Square renovation plan.  Relevant State of Hawai‘i and 
City and County of Honolulu land use plans, policies, and ordinances are described 
below. 
 
3.1 STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
 
3.1.1 State Environmental Review Law (Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes) 
The State Environmental Review Law (Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS)) 
requires an environmental assessment for certain actions, including the use of State or 
County lands and funds. This environmental assessment has been prepared in 
compliance with Chapter 343, HRS as the proposed Park renovation will involve the 
use of County land and funds, and it involves an action within a historic site on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
 
3.1.2 State Land Use Law (Chapter 205, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes)  
The State Land Use Law (Chapter 205, HRS), establishes the State Land Use 
Commission and authorizes this body to designate all lands in the State into one of four 
districts: Urban, Rural, Agricultural, or Conservation.  Areas that are located within the 
State Urban Land Use District are under the jurisdiction of the Counties. 
 
Thomas Square is located within the State Urban Land Use District (Figure 3: State Land 
Use District). Land uses are regulated by the County under the Land Use Ordinance 
(Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, Chapter 21).  
 
3.1.3 Hawai‘i State Plan (Chapter 226, HRS) 
The Hawai‘i State Planning Act, or the Hawai‘i State Plan (Chapter 226, HRS), 
establishes goals, objectives, priorities, and priority guidelines for growth, 
development, and the allocation of resources throughout the State.  As requested by the 
State Office of Planning, below is a discussion regarding the consistency of the 
proposed renovation of Thomas Square with respect to relevant objectives, policies, and 
priority guidelines in the Hawai‘i State Plan. 
 
§226-12 Objective and policies for the physical environment – scenic, natural beauty, 
and historic resources. 

(1) Promote the preservation and restoration of significant natural and historic resources. 
(2) Provide incentives to maintain and enhance historic, cultural, and scenic amenities. 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- 3-2 - 

(4) Protect those special areas, structures, and elements that are an integral and functional 
part of Hawai‘i’s ethnic and cultural heritage. 

(5) Encourage the design of developments and activities that complement the natural beauty 
of the islands. 

 
Discussion:  One of the major objectives of the renovation is to preserve and restore the 
unique historic significance of Thomas Square.  As the site of the ceremony honoring 
the 1843 Restoration of the Hawaiian Monarchy, the Park has become an integral part of 
Hawai‘i’s historical and cultural heritage.  The master plan for the renovation of 
Thomas Square includes the installation of elements to highlight this history of the Park, 
such as a flag pole to fly the Hawaiian flag, as well as statue or art depicting 
Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III).  The addition of these elements would restore and 
enhance this important historic and cultural amenity.  Special existing elements of the 
Park, such as the banyan trees and the fountain, have likewise become a part of 
Hawai‘i’s heritage and will be preserved and restored by the renovation.   
 
§226-23 Objective and policies for socio-cultural advancement – leisure. 

(1) Foster and preserve Hawai‘i’s multi-cultural heritage through supportive cultural, 
artistic, recreational, and humanities-oriented programs and activities. 

(2) Provide a wide range of activities and facilities to fulfill the cultural, artistic, and 
recreational needs of all diverse and special groups effectively and efficiently. 

(3) Enhance the enjoyment of recreational experiences through safety and security measures, 
educational opportunities, and improved facility design and maintenance. 

(4) Promote the recreational and educational potential of natural resources having scenic, 
open space, cultural, historical, geological, or biological values while ensuring that their 
inherent values are preserved. 

(5) Ensure opportunities for everyone to use and enjoy Hawai‘i’s recreational resources. 
(6) Assure the availability of sufficient resources to provide for future cultural, artistic, and 

recreational needs. 
(7) Provide adequate and accessible physical fitness programs to promote the physical and 

mental well-being of Hawai‘i’s people. 
(8) Increase opportunities for appreciation and participation in the creative arts, including 

the literary, theatrical, visual, musical, folk, and traditional art forms. 
(9) Encourage the development of creative expression in the artistic disciplines to enable all 

segments of Hawai‘i’s population to participate in the creative arts. 
(10) Assure adequate access to significant natural and cultural resources in public 

ownership. 
 
Discussion:  During the pre-assessment consultation process, the City and County of 
Honolulu Department of Enterprise Services wrote: “The Department of Enterprise 
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Services is working on a master plan for the proposed redevelopment of our campus, 
and I expect that any renovation of Thomas Square Park will have a significant impact 
on our existing program and proposed plans.” 
 
With its proximity to the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, the Honolulu Museum of Art, and 
also the emerging arts scene in Kaka‘ako, the County aims to improve the Park to 
facilitate the continued vitality of the arts district.  The renovations to Thomas Square 
will help it become a hub for arts and culture, with improved, more secure facilities that 
will foster a wide diversity of cultural, artistic, recreational, and humanities-oriented 
programming and activities.  As a public, centralized gathering space open to all 
members of the community, and as a significant cultural resource in public ownership, 
the Park will feature artistic, cultural, and recreational programming that provides all 
segments of Hawai‘i’s population with the opportunity to enjoy and participate in 
creative arts and recreation. 
 
§226-25 Objective and policies for socio-cultural advancement – culture. 

(1) Foster increased knowledge and understanding of Hawai‘i’s ethnic and cultural heritages 
and the history of Hawai‘i. 

(2) Support activities and conditions that promote cultural values, customs, and arts that 
enrich the lifestyles of Hawai‘i’s people and which are sensitive and responsive to family 
and community needs. 

(3) Encourage increased awareness of the effects of proposed public and private actions on the 
integrity and quality of cultural and community lifestyles in Hawai‘i. 

(4) Encourage the essence of the aloha spirit in people’s daily activities to promote 
harmonious relationships among Hawai‘i’s people and visitors. 

 
Discussion:  With improved interpretive signage and the installation of statues or art 
representing historic figures such as Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III), the 
renovation will foster increased knowledge and understanding of Hawai‘i’s cultural 
heritage and history.  Meanwhile, the art installations, programming, and activities 
enabled by the renovation will promote cultural values, customs, and arts that enrich 
the lifestyles of Hawai‘i’s people and diverse communities. 
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3.2 CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
 
3.2.1 The O‘ahu General Plan 
The O‘ahu General Plan is a statement of long-range social, economic, environmental 
and design objectives for the general welfare and prosperity of the people of O‘ahu.  
The General Plan is also a statement of broad policies which facilitate the attainment of 
the objectives of the Plan.  The General Plan is currently in the process of being 
updated; however, during this process the adopted plan remains in effect. Applicable 
General Plan objectives and policies relating to culture and recreation include: 
 
Objective:  To protect O’ahu’s cultural, historic, architectural and archaeological resources (GP 

Culture and Recreation, Objective B). 
Policy:  Encourage the restoration and preservation of early Hawaiian structures, artifacts and 

landmarks (GP Culture and Recreation, Objective B, Policy 1). 
Policy:  Identify, and to the extent possible, preserve and restore buildings, sites and areas of 

social, cultural, historic, architectural and archaeological significance (GP Culture and 
Recreation, Objective B, Policy 2). 

 
Discussion:  As previously noted, the Park’s historical importance is tied to the 
ceremony to honor the Restoration of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1843. Since becoming a 
park in 1850, the physical appearance of Thomas Square has transformed over the 
years. The County desires to celebrate the historical significance of Thomas Square by 
drawing greater attention to the Restoration ceremony that took place at this locale. 
Recognizing the significance of the Park in Hawai‘i’s political history, there is a desire to 
return the park to a more stately landscape, while modernizing it for on-going, 
contemporary uses.  
 
Objective: To provide a wide range of recreational facilities and services that are readily available 

to all residents of O‘ahu (GP Culture and Recreation, Objective D). 
Policy: Develop and maintain community-based parks to meet the needs of the different 

communities on O‘ahu (GP Culture and Recreation, Objective D, Policy 1). 
Policy: Develop and maintain urban parks, squares, and beautification areas in high density 

urban places (GP Culture and Recreation, Objective D, Policy 3). 
Policy:  Provide for recreation programs which serve a broad spectrum of the population (GP 

Culture and Recreation, Objective D, Policy 7). 
Policy:  Provide for safe and secure use of public parks, beaches and recreation facilities (GP 

Culture and Recreation, Objective D, Policy 12). 
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Discussion:  Thomas Square is an urban Park that serves as a recreational asset for the 
densely populated urban core of Honolulu as well as a storied cultural site for the 
whole State. The Park offers a quiet, cool landscaped environment that provides a 
respite from city life.  The renovation would not only enhance the beauty of the Park, 
but also create a safer, more secure environment with the addition of lighting. 
 
3.2.2 Primary Urban Center Development Plan 
The second tier of the City and County’s system of planning objectives, policies, 
guidelines and regulations are the regionally-based Development Plans and Sustainable 
Community Plans.  The Development Plans and Sustainable Community Plans provide 
a policy context for the land use and budgetary actions for the County.  As part of the 
annual County budget process, all capital improvement projects are reviewed to 
determine if they are consistent with the respective Development Plan or Sustainable 
Community Plan.  The Primary Urban Center Development Plan (PUCDP) presents a 
vision and a clear set of planning policies and guidelines for O‘ahu’s most diverse and 
populous region. 
 
Applicable land use policies and guidelines from the Primary Urban Center 
Development Plan include: 
 
Preserve historic and cultural sites. Preserve and protect sites that have high preservation 
value because of their good condition or unique features.  Protection includes planning and 
design of adjacent uses to avoid conflicts or abrupt contrasts that detract from or destroy the 
physical integrity and historic cultural value of the site.  Retain, whenever possible, significant 
vistas associated with historic, natural and man-made features.  Allow adaptive reuse of historic 
buildings to serve a new function and/or enhance interpretive value without destroying the 
historic value of a site.  (PUCDP 3.1.2) 
 
Discussion:  Due to the unique historic value of Thomas Square, the renovation aims to 
enhance the site by highlighting the historical significance of the Park, and better 
integrating with the Honolulu Museum of Art and the Neal S. Blaisdell Center. 
 
Provide parks and active recreation areas. Develop and maintain parks and other outdoor 
spaces in a manner that expands opportunities for both active and passive recreation. Increase 
and enhance recreational open space in the most densely settled parts of the PUC. (PUCDP 
3.1.2) 
 
Discussion:  The Park renovation will enhance recreational open space in one of the 
most densely settled parts of the PUC, by upgrading the facilities and expanding 
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opportunities for passive recreation through improved programming and integration 
with the Arts District. 
 
Historic and Cultural Sites:  Preserve the architectural character, landscape setting and visual 
context of historic landmarks through appropriate zoning standards and development controls, 
as necessary, and public outreach programs such as design guidelines for the maintenance, 
renovation or expansion of older dwellings. (PUCDP 3.1.3.1) 
 
Discussion:  The design of the Thomas Square renovation will be guided by the design 
guidelines adopted by the County (Thomas Square /Honolulu Academy of Arts Special 
Design District), thereby preserving the architectural character, landscape setting, and 
visual context of this historic landmark. 
 
Parks and Recreational Open Spaces:  Develop innovative approaches to make optimum use 
of existing parks and recreation resources, such as: 

• Building partnerships between City, State and private, nonprofit organizations for joint 
use of facilities and complementary recreation programs. 

• Optimizing private sector contributions to open space through park dedication as 
properties are redeveloped. 

• Reassessing and reassigning, as appropriate, the use of existing park land. (PUCDP 
3.1.3.6) 

 
Discussion:  The planning process has included input from the surrounding arts and 
cultural institutions, such as the Honolulu Museum of Art and the Neal S. Blaisdell 
Center, since one of the goals of the renovation is to strengthen public-private 
partnerships through creating a space that is integral to the arts district in both form 
and function. 
 
Cultivate existing and new “neighborhood centers.” Neighborhoods need central places 
where people gather for shopping, entertainment, and/or recreation. The center of a neighborhood 
could be a public plaza or a recreation complex, or a commercial town center, with a grocery 
store and other shops and services. It could have a public park or a plaza linked to shops.  
Cultivating neighborhood centers entails investment in parks and pedestrian street 
improvements.  (PUCDP 3.2.2.1) 
 
Discussion:  With this renovation, the County is investing in Park and pedestrian street 
improvements for a resource that serves as a neighborhood center.  It is hoped that the 
renovated Thomas Square will become the central gathering place in a renewed and 
vibrant arts district. 
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Create parks that draw people and activity. … Like other cities throughout the world, 
plazas and open spaces that attract people and activity are integrated with churches, shops, and 
other buildings.  (PUCDP 3.2.2.1) 
 
Discussion:  It is anticipated that the renovated Park will attract people and activity by 
connecting the surrounding arts and cultural institutions with the neighboring 
businesses and residences. 
 
Make streets “pedestrian-friendly.” There are many opportunities to create street 
environments that invite pedestrian use, such as widening sidewalks, planting trees to provide 
shade and buffer pedestrians from vehicular traffic, and narrowing intersections to provide 
shorter and safer pedestrian crossings. (PUCDP 3.2.2.1) 
 
Discussion:  The master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square is designed to 
facilitate pedestrian traffic to the Park from surrounding properties. To facilitate 
pedestrian access to the Park, the plan incorporates elements that are compatible with 
the County’s Complete Streets ordinance and principles associated with Transit 
Oriented Development, such as wide pedestrian walks that connect all surrounding 
uses to each other in a pleasant, walkable environment. An allée of trees is proposed 
along the new, widened sidewalks on Victoria Street and Ward Avenue frontages. The 
trees are meant to frame and formalize the Park, while providing a deep canopy of 
shade for pedestrians on the widened sidewalks. The master plan also incorporates the 
recommendations of the Honolulu Complete Streets Project Implementation Study for 
this area (City and County of Honolulu, 2015). 
 
The Renovation Plan for Thomas Square is thus consistent with applicable land use 
policies and guidelines of the Primary Urban Center Development Plan.   
 
3.2.3 Public Infrastructure Map 
Chapter 4, Article 8 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu establishes the provisions 
for Public Infrastructure Maps (PIM).  These maps reflect “major public infrastructure” 
projects that impact the growth policies or needed public facility policies for each of the 
development plan areas of the County.  Thomas Square is identified on the PIM as 
symbol 125. The Park renovation does not trigger the need for an amendment to the 
PIM.  
 
3.2.4 Land Use Ordinance 
Chapter 21 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu is the Land Use Ordinance (LUO).  
The LUO regulates land use to encourage orderly development in accordance with the 
General Plan, Development Plans, and Sustainable Communities Plans and to protect 
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public health, safety and welfare.  The document establishes zoning, permitted uses and 
development standards within the zoning districts.  It also regulates development in 
special districts such as the Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District.  
 
Thomas Square is zoned P-2 (General Preservation District).  As specified in Section 21 
21-3.40, the “purpose of the preservation districts is to preserve and manage major open 
space and recreation lands and lands of scenic and other natural resource value.”  The 
P-2 designation is intended for “lands designated urban by the state, but well suited to 
the functions of providing visual relief and contrast to the city’s built environment or 
serving as outdoor space for the public’s use and enjoyment.” The LUO sets forth 
general development standards as well as specific design standards for the P-2 zoning 
district.  However, the P-2 design standards in this case are supplemented by the design 
standards delineated in the Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District 
design standards and guidelines below. 
 
The LUO defines public parks as “public uses and structures” because they are owned 
and managed by the government to fulfill a public service.  Public uses and structures 
are permitted in all zoning districts.   
 
3.2.5 Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District Special Design 
District 
Article 9 of the LUO pertains to the Special District Regulations.  Section 21-9.70 
pertains specifically to the Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District.  
Introductory statements in Section 21-9.70, read: 
 
…Thomas Square is an urban park with a formal symmetrical design. It has historic significance 
as the site where the sovereignty of the Hawaiian kingdom was restored to King Kamehameha III 
by Great Britain. It is the focal point for the Honolulu Academy of Arts, the Neal S. Blaisdell 
Center and Linekona School and has increasingly been used for recreation and special 
activities...”  
 
The Special District Objectives (Section 21-9.70-1) are meant to protect both the Park and 
the Honolulu Museum of Art (formerly known as the Honolulu Academy of Arts). The 
two Objectives pertaining to the Park include, “preserve and enhance Thomas Square’s 
formal Park design by modifying construction projects which would diminish its serene and 
scenic quality,” and “create a landscaping theme which takes into consideration the Park 
qualities of Thomas Square and the Honolulu Academy of Arts, and the transition from these 
two low-rise sites to taller developments nearby and their location as a gateway to the Hawai‘i 
capital district.” 
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In order to preserve and enhance the serene and scenic quality of Thomas Square, the 
Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District design guidelines call for 
specific open space, building height, landscape, sign and lighting design requirements.  
These design guidelines can be found in Section 21-9.70-4. 
 
Open space guidelines are provided in Section 21-9.70-4(a)(1), which specifies a one 
hundred percent open space requirement for Thomas Square, in order to “maintain the 
existing character and landscape elements in the square and to prohibit all permanent 
structures except for public rest rooms and the enhancement and function of the 
landscaped square as a passive park.” 
 
Building heights around the perimeter of Thomas Square are limited in order to protect 
the serene and scenic qualities of the Park against the impact of high-rise and obtrusive 
development, and to preserve the views to and from the Park.  Since permanent 
structures are prohibited in the square, the permitted maximum building height within 
the Park itself is zero feet, as specified in Exhibit 21-9.11 of the LUO. 
 
Guidelines for landscaping and tree planting in the Special Design District are provided 
in Section 21-9.70-4(c)(2).  All street trees in the District must be at least two inches in 
trunk diameter (caliper), except palms which should have a minimum trunk height of 
15 feet.  Exhibit 21-9.4 of the LUO provides a conceptual street tree plan for the District, 
which maps acceptable tree species (such as Royal Poinciana, coconut palm, 
alibangbang, false olive, rainbow shower, monkeypod, autograph, and true kou) 
throughout the District, but does not specify species, spacing, or location of street trees 
for Thomas Square itself.  All landscaping and tree planting in and adjacent to Thomas 
Square must be reviewed and approved by the County, and must “preserve, enhance 
and complement the existing trees and landscaping.” 
 
Guidelines for the removal of trees are provided in Section 21-9.70-4(c)(5).  Any tree in 
the Special District with a trunk that is at least six inches in diameter (caliper) should 
not be removed or destroyed unless one of the following conditions are met: 
 

a) The tree is not visible from any street, park or other public viewing area. 
b) Appropriate development of the site cannot be achieved without removal of the 

tree. 
c) The tree is a hazard to the public safety or welfare. 
d) The tree is dead, diseased or otherwise irretrievably damaged. 
e) The applicant can demonstrate the tree is unnecessary due to overcrowding of 

vegetation. 
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If the removed tree is visible from any street, park or other public viewing area, it 
should be replaced by an approved tree that is at least two inches in trunk diameter 
(caliper).  It is also recommended that, where possible, trees proposed for removal 
should be relocated elsewhere on the renovation site.   
 
Guidelines for signs are provided in Section 21-9.70-4(d). Signs directly fronting 
Thomas Square must “not be directly illuminated, have moving parts, luminous paints 
or reflective materials.”  Illumination of signs and graphics must be from an indirect, 
detached source, shielded from direct pedestrian view.  Box fluorescent signs are 
prohibited.   
 
Guidelines for exterior lighting are provided in Section 21-9.70-4(e).  To preserve the 
serene quality of the Square, any exterior lighting in and around Thomas Square should 
be generally subdued and shielded so as not to produce glare to surrounding properties 
and public viewing areas.  High intensity lights, such as sodium and fluorescent lamps, 
are not permitted. 
 
Discussion: The Thomas Square Design District purpose and guidelines are directed at 
ensuring that the surrounding development preserves and enhances Thomas Square’s 
formal Park design, and that the Park remains a focal point for the surrounding 
institutional uses.  The Design District underscores the value of the layout of the Park as 
designed by Thompson and Thompson in 1932, the remnants of which are enjoyed 
today. The Design District also emphasizes the Park’s significance in the Kingdom of 
Hawai‘i’s political history and its place central to an important arts district for 
Honolulu. The proposed renovation plan is supportive of the Special Design District’s 
objectives in that it re-establishes the stately landscape, using symmetry in path design 
and tree placement. The renovation plan serves to open views and facilitate physical 
access to the arts uses surrounding the Park. The Hawaiian flag is the most symbolic 
statement that the renovation plan can make in signifying the political import of the 
Park. Inclusion of the State Motto in Hawaiian together with the Hawaiian flag further 
provides a platform for telling the story of the politcal circumstances that faced 
Kauikeaouli and his Kingdom:  “Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘Āina i ka Pono” (The sovereignty 
of the land is perpetuated in righteousness). 
 
 
To modernize the Park for contemporary uses, additional structures are proposed. 
Inclusion of a bandstand re-asserts the Park as the home for the Royal Hawaiian Band. 
Elements of the renovation plan such as additional buildings for storage and event 
support (proposed near the existing comfort station), as well as a permanent stage 
structure, do not meet the 0-foot height restriction as set forth in Exhibit 21-9.11 of the 
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LUO. In order to accomplish construction of new buildings and structures, the Special 
Design District will require an amendment. Two Special District Permits (minor) have 
recently been approved for removal of trees within the Park: 
 
Special District Permit 2014/SDD-23 was approved on May 2, 2014 for the removal of 
two (2) Benjamin Banyan trees. The trees were removed and it is expected that tree 
replacement will be fulfilled with trees planted as part of the Thomas Square Master 
Plan. 
 
Special District Permit 2015/SDD-62 was approved on December 22, 2015 for the 
removal of four (4) diseased and/or structurally unsound trees. It is expected as a 
condition of approval that tree replacement will be fulfilled with trees planted as part of 
the Thomas Square Master Plan. 
 
3.3 FEDERAL 
 
3.3.1 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, as amended, sets forth guidelines 
for accessibility to buildings and facilities for individuals with physical disabilities.   
 
Any new or reconstructed comfort stations will be constructed to be ADA compliant.   
 
 
3.3.2 National Register of Historic Places 
The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 authorized the creation of the National 
Register of Historic Places, the official list of historic properties worthy of preservation. 
National Register status does not automatically trigger state or local historic protections. 
 
Thomas Square is on the National Register of Historic Places. It was added to the 
National Register in 1972. Properties are nominated to the National Register based on 
their elements, such as architecture, archaeology, or significance to a person or event. 
The National Register Nomination for Thomas Square identifies the place as a 
politically significant place.  The Statement of Significance in the nomination form 
discusses the forced takeover and subsequent restoration of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 
The National Register Nomination form is included in Appendix D. 
 
3.3.3 Coastal Zone Management Act 
 
The U.S. Congress enacted the Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Act in 1972 to assist 
states in better managing coastal and estuarine environments. The act provides grants 
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to states that develop and implement federally-approved CZM plans. The State of 
Hawai‘i’s CZM Act Program was enacted pursuant to Chapter 205A, Hawai‘i Revised 
Statutes (HRS). 
 
The “coastal zone management area” is defined as all lands of the State and the area 
extending seaward from the shoreline to the limit of the State’s police power and 
management authority, including the United States territorial sea (HRS §205A-1).  As all 
lands within the State of Hawai‘i fall within the CZM area, the Thomas Square 
renovation site is thus included in the coastal zone.  The Park is not located within the 
Special Management Area (SMA) designated in §205A-21. 
 
The applicable objectives and policies of the Hawai‘i CZM Program, along with a 
detailed discussion of how the renovations and improvements in Thomas Square 
conform to these objectives and policies, are discussed below. 
 
 
§205A-2(1):  Recreational resources 
 
Objective:  Provide coastal recreational opportunities accessible to the public. 
 
Policies: 

(A)   Improve coordination and funding of coastal recreational planning and management; 
and 

(B)   Provide adequate, accessible, and diverse recreational opportunities in the coastal zone 
management area by: 

i. Protecting coastal resources uniquely suited for recreational activities that cannot 
be provided in other areas; 

ii. Requiring replacement of coastal resources having significant recreational value 
including, but not limited to surfing sites, fishponds, and sand beaches, when 
such resources will be unavoidably damaged by development; or requiring 
reasonable monetary compensation to the State for recreation when replacement is 
not feasible or desirable; 

iii. Providing and managing adequate public access, consistent with conservation of 
natural resources, to and along shorelines with recreational value; 

iv. Providing an adequate supply of shoreline parks and other recreational facilities 
suitable for public recreation; 

v. Ensuring public recreational uses of county, state, and federally owned or 
controlled shoreline lands and waters having recreational value consistent with 
public safety standards and conservation of natural resources; 
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vi. Adopting water quality standards and regulating point and nonpoint sources of 
pollution to protect, and where feasible, restore the recreational value of coastal 
waters; 

vii. Developing new shoreline recreational opportunities, where appropriate, such as 
artificial lagoons, artificial beaches, and artificial reefs for surfing and fishing; and 

viii. Encouraging reasonable dedication of shoreline areas with recreational value for 
public use as part of discretionary approvals or permits by the land use 
commission, board of land and natural resources, and county authorities; and 
crediting such dedication against the requirements of section 46-6; 

 
Discussion:  While not located near the shoreline, the proposed renovations will be 
designed to enhance public accessibility to the Thomas Square.  The renovations will 
not affect coastal or shoreline resources, and will in no way restrict the existing public 
access to the ocean available through Kaka‘ako Waterfront Park, Kewalo Basin Park, or 
Ala Moana Beach Park, which are all makai of Thomas Square.  The proposed 
renovations to Thomas Square are thus consistent with the objectives and policies of 
§205A-2 regarding recreational resources in the CZM area. 
 
§205A-2(2):  Historic resources 
 
Objective:  Protect, preserve, and, where desirable, restore those natural and manmade historic 
and prehistoric resources in the coastal zone management area that are significant in Hawaiian 
and American history and culture. 
 
Policies: 

(A)   Identify and analyze significant archaeological resources; 
(B)   Maximize information retention through preservation of remains and artifacts or 

salvage operations; and 
(C)   Support state goals for protection, restoration, interpretation, and display of historic 

resources. 
 
Discussion: One of the major objectives of the renovation is to preserve and restore the 
unique historic significance of Thomas Square.  As the site of the ceremony honoring 
the 1843 Restoration of the Hawaiian Monarchy, the Park has become an integral part of 
Hawai‘i’s historical and cultural heritage.  The renovation plan includes the installation 
of elements, such as the Hawaiian flag, to highlight the history of the Park. Inclusion of 
a bandstand re-asserts the Park as the home for the Royal Hawaiian Band. Existing 
elements of the Park, such as its formal layout and the four central banyan trees, have 
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likewise become a part of Hawai‘i’s heritage and will be preserved though the 
renovation.   
 
§205A-2(3):  Scenic and open space resources 
 
Objective:  Protect, preserve, and, where desirable, restore or improve the quality of coastal 
scenic and open space resources. 
 
Policies: 

(A)   Identify valued scenic resources in the coastal zone management area; 
(B)   Ensure that new developments are compatible with their visual environment by 

designing and locating such developments to minimize the alteration of natural 
landforms and existing public views to and along the shoreline; 

(C)   Preserve, maintain, and, where desirable, improve and restore shoreline open space and 
scenic resources; and 

(D)   Encourage those developments that are not coastal dependent to locate in inland areas. 
 
Discussion:  The renovation aims to preserve, maintain, and improve the open space 
and scenic resources of Thomas Square. In compliance with these policies regarding 
scenic and open space resources, and also in compliance with the Thomas 
Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District design guidelines, the renovation 
will be compatible with the visual environment and will minimize the alteration of 
natural landforms and existing public views.   
 
§205A-2(4):  Coastal Ecosystems 
 
Objective: Protect valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, from disruption and minimize 
adverse impacts on all coastal ecosystems. 
 
Policies: 

(A)  Exercise an overall conservation ethic, and practice stewardship in the protection, use, 
and development of marine and coastal resources; 

(B)  Improve the technical basis for natural resource management; 
(C)  Preserve valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, of significant biological or 

economic importance;  
(D)  Minimize disruption or degradation of coastal water ecosystems by effective regulation 

of stream diversions, channelization, and similar land and water uses, recognizing 
competing water needs; and  

(E)  Promote water quantity and quality planning and management practices that reflect the 
tolerance of fresh water and marine ecosystems and maintain and enhance water quality 
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through the development and implementation of point and nonpoint source water 
pollution control measures. 

 
Discussion: While the proposed renovation is not located along the coastline, to protect 
marine water quality, the renovation of Thomas Square will be designed and built in 
compliance with all applicable federal, state, and county regulations pertaining to storm 
water management including the City & County of Honolulu’s grading and 
Department of Planning and Permitting’s Rules Relating to Storm Drainage Standards, 
June 2013. BMPs will be employed during construction to reduce erosion of soils and 
fugitive dust during construction. These measures will also protect down-gradient 
resources and prevent secondary and cumulative impacts of storm water. 
 
§205A-2(5):  Economic uses 
 
Objective:  Provide public or private facilities and improvements important to the State's 
economy in suitable locations. 
 
Policies: 

(A)   Concentrate coastal dependent development in appropriate areas; 
(B)   Ensure that coastal dependent development such as harbors and ports, and coastal 

related development such as visitor industry facilities and energy generating facilities, 
are located, designed, and constructed to minimize adverse social, visual, and 
environmental impacts in the coastal zone management area; and 

(C)   Direct the location and expansion of coastal dependent developments to areas presently 
designated and used for such developments and permit reasonable long-term growth at 
such areas, and permit coastal dependent development outside of presently designated 
areas when: 

i. Use of presently designated locations is not feasible; 
ii. Adverse environmental effects are minimized; and 

iii. The development is important to the State's economy. 
 
Discussion: Thomas Square Park is not a source of revenue generation. With this 
renovation, the County is investing in park and pedestrian street improvements for a 
resource that serves as a neighborhood center.  It is hoped that the renovated Thomas 
Square will become the central gathering place in a renewed and vibrant arts district. 
Additionally, it is anticipated that the renovated Park will attract people and activity by 
connecting the surrounding arts and cultural institutions with the neighboring 
businesses and residences. 
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§205A-2(6):  Coastal Hazards 
 
Objective: Reduce hazard to life and property from tsunami, storm waves, stream flooding, 
erosion, subsidence, and pollution. 
 
Policies: 

(A)  Develop and communicate adequate information about storm wave, tsunami, flood, 
erosion, subsidence, and point and non-point source pollution hazards;  

(B)  Control development in areas subject to storm wave, tsunami, flood, erosion, hurricane, 
wind, subsidence, and point and non-point source pollution hazards;  

(C)  Ensure that developments comply with requirements of the Federal Flood Insurance 
Program; and  

(D)  Prevent coastal flooding from inland projects.  
 
Discussion: According the Flood Insurance Rate Map and the Tsunami Evacuation 
Map, Thomas Square is not subject to storm waves, tsunami inundation or stream 
flooding.  
 
§205A-2(7):  Managing development 
 
Objective:  Improve the development review process, communication, and public participation 
in the management of coastal resources and hazards. 
 
Policies: 

(A)   Use, implement, and enforce existing law effectively to the maximum extent possible in 
managing present and future coastal zone development; 

(B)   Facilitate timely processing of applications for development permits and resolve 
overlapping or conflicting permit requirements; and 

(C)   Communicate the potential short and long-term impacts of proposed significant coastal 
developments early in their life cycle and in terms understandable to the public to 
facilitate public participation in the planning and review process. 

 
Discussion: This EA discusses potential impacts and mitigation measures of the Project 
and provides an opportunity for input. Before the EA was prepared, comments on 
potential scope of impacts from the proposed renovation were sought and obtained, 
and are reproduced in Appendix A-3. 
 
§205A-2(8):  Public participation 
 
Objective:  Stimulate public awareness, education, and participation in coastal management. 
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Policies: 

(A)   Promote public involvement in coastal zone management processes; 
(B)   Disseminate information on coastal management issues by means of educational 

materials, published reports, staff contact, and public workshops for persons and 
organizations concerned with coastal issues, developments, and government activities; 
and 

(C)   Organize workshops, policy dialogues, and site-specific mediations to respond to coastal 
issues and conflicts. 

 
Discussion:  This EA discusses potential impacts and mitigation measures of the Project 
and provides an opportunity for input. Before the EA was prepared, comments on 
potential scope of impacts from the proposed renovation were sought and obtained, 
and are reproduced in Appendix A-3. 
 
§205A-2(9):  Beach Protection 
 
Objective: Protect beaches for public use and recreation. 
 
Policies: 

(A)  Locate new structures inland from the shoreline setback to conserve open space, 
minimize interference with natural shoreline processes, and minimize loss of 
improvements due to erosion; 

(B)  Prohibit construction of private erosion-protection structures seaward of the shoreline, 
except when they result in improved aesthetic and engineering solutions to erosion at 
the sites and do not interfere with existing recreational and waterline activities; and 

(C)  Minimize the construction of public erosion-protection structures seaward of the 
shoreline. 

 
Discussion: Thomas Square is not located on the shoreline and will not affect any 
beaches used by the public or for recreation. 
 
§205A-2(10):  Marine Resources 
 
Objective: Promote the protection, use, and development of marine and coastal resources to 
assure their sustainability.  
 
Policies: 

(A)  Ensure that the use and development of marine and coastal resources are ecologically 
and environmentally sound and economically beneficial; 
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(B)  Coordinate the management of marine and coastal resources and activities to improve 
effectiveness and efficiency; 

(C)  Assert and articulate the interests of the State as a partner with Federal agencies in the 
sound management of ocean resources within the United States exclusive economic 
zone;  

(D)  Promote research, study, and understanding of ocean processes, marine life, and other 
ocean resources in order to acquire and inventory information necessary to understand 
how ocean development activities relate to and impact upon ocean and coastal resources; 
and  

(E)  Encourage research and development of new, innovative technologies for exploring, 
using, or protecting marine and coastal resources.  

 
Discussion: While the proposed renovation is not located along the coastline, to protect 
marine water quality the renovation of Thomas Square will be designed and built in 
compliance with all applicable federal, state, and county regulations pertaining to storm 
water management including the City & County of Honolulu’s grading. In particular, 
the City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting’s Rules 
Relating to Storm Drainage Standards, June 2013, will be incorporated in drainage 
design to ensure the proposed renovation does not impact the existing storm water 
quality or volume of runoff. Best management practices (BMPs) will be employed 
during construction to reduce erosion of soils and fugitive dust during construction. 
These measures will also protect down-gradient resources and prevent secondary and 
cumulative impacts of storm water. 
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3.4 APPROVALS AND PERMITS 
 
The permits and/or approvals anticipated to implement the proposed site 
improvements are listed below in Table 2: List of Anticipated Permits and Approvals. 
 

Table 2: List of Anticipated Permits and Approvals 

 

PERMIT/APPROVAL AUTHORITY 
Compliance with Chapter 343 
HRS Office of Environmental Quality Control 
Compliance with Chapter 6E, 
HRS (Historic Preservation) State Historic Preservation Division 

Special District Permit  
City and County of Honolulu, Department of 
Planning and Permitting 

Grading & Building Permits 
City and County of Honolulu, Department of 
Planning & Permitting 

Street Usage Permit  
City and County of Honolulu, Department of 
Transportation Services 

Thomas Square Honolulu 
Academy of Arts Special 
Design District Amendment City Council, City and County of Honolulu  
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4.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL 
IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

 
This section describes the existing conditions of the physical or natural environment, 
potential impacts of the proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square on 
the environment, and mitigation measures to minimize any impacts. 
 
4.1 CLIMATE 
 
Existing Conditions 
Mild temperatures, light northeast trade winds, and occasional rainfall characterize 
climatic conditions in Thomas Square.  Monthly average temperatures in Thomas 
Square range from 71 degrees to 78 degrees Fahrenheit, with a mean annual 
temperature of 74 degrees Fahrenheit.  Rainfall averages 29.4 inches per year.  Winds 
are generally light, averaging 4 to 11 miles per hour.   
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
The proposed Park improvements are not expected to have an impact on climatic 
conditions and no mitigation measures are planned. 
 
4.2 GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY & SOILS 
 
4.2.1 Geology 
 
Existing Conditions 
The island of O‘ahu was formed by two volcanoes, Wai‘anae and Ko‘olau.  Ko‘olau 
consists of the eruptive products of the shield and rejuvenated stages; no post-shield-
stage lavas are known (Juvik & Juvik).  The lavas of Ko‘olau are thought to be over 
100,000 years old. A geotechnical exploration was conducted for the proposed 
renovation, the findings of which are included herein as Appendix E. The geotechnical 
engineer describes the regional subsurface conditions of the site to be weathered 
volcanic tuff and cinder deposits over calcareous sediments and formations. 
Geotechnical borings extending to depths of about 20 feet below the surface found a 
thin surface fill layer (.5 to 1.2 feet below surface) over weathered volcanic tuff 
(extending down to 4-5 feet below surface), underlain by cinder sands, coral formation, 
coralline sandstone and coralline detritus (14-18.5 feet below surface). Groundwater 
was encountered at about 19-20 feet below surface. 
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Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square will have no effect on 
geologic conditions.  The renovation of Thomas Square does not place any existing or 
new uses in geologically sensitive areas.  No mitigation is required or proposed. 
 
4.2.2 Soils 
 
Natural Resource Conservation Service  
The native soil of Thomas Square consists of Makiki clay loam, 0-2% slopes (Figure 9: 
NRCS Soil Classification). However, in 1932, a retaining wall was added on the 
Beretania side of the Park and the remainder of the site was graded to flatten the slope 
to King Street. Exhibit E contains a geotechnical engineering exploration that 
characterized the soils at the Park. Geotechnical borings extending to depths of about 20 
feet below the surface found a thin surface fill layer (.5 to 1.2 feet below surface) over 
weathered volcanic tuff (extending down to 4-5 feet below surface), underlain by cinder 
sands, coral formation, coralline sandstone and coralline detritus (14-18.5 feet below 
surface). 
 
Land Study Bureau Detailed Land Classification & Agricultural Lands of Importance 
to the State of Hawai‘i 
Urban areas of Honolulu are not classified by these two agricultural rating systems.  
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
During construction and landscaping of the renovation plan elements, top soil and 
vegetation will be disturbed on a localized basis.  Contractors will use best management 
practices (BMPs) to minimize erosion during construction and planting, including 
watering loose soils during construction, and planting groundcover over areas where 
construction has been completed.   
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NRCS Soil Classification

Legend
Thomas Square Parcel

oasoil
FL: Fill land, mixed
MkA: Makiki clay loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes
TCC: Tantalus silty clay loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes
TCE: Tantalus silty clay loam, 15 to 40 percent slopes
rRK: Rock land

Source: U.S. Department Agriculture Natural Resouces Conservation Service.
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4.3 NATURAL HAZARDS 
 
Existing Conditions 
Natural hazards impacting the Hawaiian Islands include flooding, tsunami inundation, 
hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and landslides.  Areas of flood hazard are 
documented by Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Panel 15003C0362G prepared by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Flood Insurance Program.  
Thomas Square is located in Zone X, which is outside the 0.2% annual chance 
floodplain. (Figure 10).    
 
Thomas Square is located outside the tsunami evacuation zone.   
 
Since 1980, two hurricanes have had significant effect on O‘ahu; Hurricane ‘Iwa in 1982 
and Hurricane ‘Iniki in 1992.  On O‘ahu, these hurricanes brought the most damage to 
the Wai‘anae coast.   
 
Volcanic hazard is considered minimal due to the extinct status of the Ko‘olau volcano.  
Kona winds may bring volcanic gasses from Hawai‘i Island on an intermittent basis.   
 
In Hawai‘i, most earthquakes are linked to volcanic activity, unlike other areas where a 
shift in tectonic plates is the cause of an earthquake.  Each year, thousands of 
earthquakes occur in Hawai‘i, the vast majority of which are so small they are 
detectable only with highly sensitive instruments.  The threat of an earthquake to the 
site area is no greater than any other location on O‘ahu. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
While it is difficult to predict natural disasters, it is reasonable to assume that future 
incidents are likely.  However, the threat of such hazard is no greater for the proposed 
renovation site than any other location on O‘ahu.   
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, First Insurance Company wrote: “The 
evacuation and assembly area for the First Insurance Building and all its tenants is 
Thomas Square Park.” Since the First Insurance Building offices face the Park, those that 
are responsible during times of building emergencies can monitor which areas of the 
park are available for assembly. Other nearby areas with large open spaces include the 
Neal S. Blaisdell Concert Hall lawn, the Honolulu Museum of Art, and Linekona 
School, should First Insurance Building management need to adjust evacuation 
procedures. 





Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- 4-6 - 

 
4.4 FLORA 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is vegetated with grass lawn, surrounded by a mock orange hedge. 
Four Indian banyan (Ficus benghalensis) trees are planted at the Park’s center. A variety 
of trees are planted elsewhere within the Park.  
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation Division of Urban Forestry (DUF) wrote: “A Tree Assessment Report of the 
park trees shall be prepared by a Qualified Arborist, approved by DUF, prior to the 
design of the project and consulted during the design development phase.” 
 
The existing trees in Thomas Square have been inventoried and evaluated by an 
arborist in terms of their species, size, maturity, condition, horticultural value, 
structural risk, ability to be transplanted, difficulty of being transplanted, maintenance 
level, and disease susceptibility.  A total of 43 trees have been inventoried in the Square.  
The tree assessment report, prepared by Steve Nimz, can be found in Appendix B. None 
of the flora observed in the Park are listed as threatened or endangered by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  However the trees in Thomas Square are known to serve as a 
nesting area for manu-o-Kū or white fairy terns (Gygis alba). The trees within the Park are 
also a historical touchpoint for Thomas Square’s human users, particularly the four 
banyan trees central to the Park. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
 
Selective pruning and tree removal is proposed for Thomas Square. This supports 
project objectives, including honoring the past by formalizing the landscape; enhancing 
the park as a center of an arts and cultural district; as well as improving visibility to 
make the park a safer place for its users 
 
Removal of any trees (over 6-inches in diameter) proposed for removal shall be 
reviewed by the Department of Planning and Permitting for compliance with Special 
District standards through the Special District Permit (Minor) process. Prior Special 
District Permit (Minor) approvals for tree removals have been granted with the 
condition that new trees will be planted with the anticipated Renovation Plan.  
 

• Special District Permit 2014/SDD-23 was approved on May 2, 2014 for the 
removal of two (2) Benjamin Banyan trees. The trees were removed and it is 
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expected that tree replacement will be fulfilled with trees planted as part of the 
Thomas Square Master Plan. 

 
• Special District Permit 2015/SDD-62 was approved on December 22, 2015 for the 

removal of four (4) diseased and/or structurally unsound trees. It is expected as 
a condition of approval that tree replacement will be fulfilled with trees planted 
as part of the Thomas Square Master Plan. 

 
These commitments are intended to be met with the proposed plan which includes a 
series of trees planted in a formal allée along Ward and Victoria Avenues. 
 
To avoid impacts to threatened and endangered species, tree removal will not occur 
during the months of February 1 and September 15 to avoid the bat pupping season as 
well as the nesting and fledgling season of the white fairy tern (discussed in more detail 
in Section 4.5 below).   
 
4.5 FAUNA 
 
Existing Conditions 
Faunal communities in the project area are alien dominated. Avian species commonly 
encountered are all introduced species common to lowland areas across Hawai`i. These 
include common myna (Acridotheres tristis), red-crested cardinal (Paroaria coronata), and 
house sparrow (Passer domesticus). 
 
The manu-o-Kū, also known as the white tern or fairy tern (Gygis alba), is also known to 
inhabit Thomas Square. Manu-o-Kū is a small white seabird with distribution across the 
tropics (Mitchell et al. 2005).  Manu-o-Kū, which is indigenous to Hawai’i, breeds 
throughout the Northwest Hawaiian Islands and on the island of O’ahu.  Breeding 
adults typically remain close to their nest sites and breeding colonies year-round, and 
prefer to nest in loosely associated groups or singly.  Manu-o-Kū remain paired for 
several seasons and often return to the same nest site year after year.  No nest is built 
and a single speckled egg is laid directly on a small depression on a tree branch, rock 
ledge, rooftop or other man-made structure, or on the ground.  In Hawai’i, manu-o-Kū 
breed year-round, but most eggs are laid between February and June, with an average 
incubation period of 36 days.  Some pairs raise two or three broods per year.  Both 
parents incubate the egg and brood and feed the chick.  Fledglings are dependent on 
adults for up to two months (State of Hawaii, Division of Forestry and Wildlife, 2015). 
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In the Hawaiian Archipelago, the population of manu-o-Kū is estimated at 15,000 
breeding pairs, with the vast majority found in the Northwest Hawaiian Islands.  On 
O’ahu, the number of pairs was estimated at greater than 250 in 2005. 
 
Although the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has classified the 
white tern (Gygis alba) as a species of “least concern” globally, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has classified the manu-o-Kū as a species of “moderate concern” in its Seabird 
Conservation Plan for the Pacific Region.  Meanwhile, the State of Hawai’i has officially 
listed the species as “threatened.” 
 
In 2007, the manu-o-Kū was designated as the official bird of Honolulu, due to its 
historical and cultural significance as a traditional wayfinder and guide for Polynesian 
voyagers, both in ancient times and today (Bornhorst). 
 
Threats to manu-o-Kū include introduced predators such as rats and feral cats, 
introduced insects, and overfishing. 
 
It is expected that detrimental animal species such as feral cats and rats are present at 
times in Thomas Square. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Threats to protected species can come from removal of habitat, lighting and attraction of 
feral predators and pets such as dogs, cats, rats and mongoose.  Lighting can impact 
listed and migratory seabird species.  Seabirds fly at night and are attracted to 
artificially-lighted areas which can result in disorientation and subsequent fallout due 
to exhaustion or collision with objects such as utility lines, guy wires and towers that 
protrude above the vegetation layer.  Once grounded, the birds are vulnerable to 
predators or can be struck by vehicles along roadways.  Domestic pets, such as dogs 
running freely through the Park can cause harm to birds.  Avian resources like manu-o-
Kū are also susceptible to predation by feral cats, rats and mongoose. 
 
In order to minimize threats to protected species, the following measures will be 
implemented with the renovation plan improvements:  
 
• To protect the manu-o-Kū, trees should not be removed during the prime egg-laying 

season of February through June.  
• To protect seabirds that may fly over the Park, outdoor lighting will be installed 

with the following considerations: 
o Overhead lighting will be of a type that is shielded so the bulb can only be 

seen from below and use the lowest wattage bulbs possible.   
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o Uplighting of vegetation will be installed such that the light is diffused by 
vegetation as opposed to casting beams into the sky. 

• To avoid predation of avian species by dogs, Honolulu’s leash laws will continue to 
be enforced in the Park, allowing for reasonable exceptions for permitted dog shows 
conducted by established kennel and obedience training clubs. 
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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING HUMAN 
ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND 

MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
This section describes the existing conditions of the human environment, potential 
impacts of the proposed renovation and mitigation measures proposed to minimize any 
impacts. 
 
5.1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is identified as State Historic Site 50-80-14-9990 and has been listed on 
the National Register of Historic Properties as 72000423 since 1972. In compliance with 
HRS Chapter 6E, in December 2014, Scientific Consultant Services, Inc. was contracted 
to complete an archeological field inspection in order to identify the existing 
archeological resources in and around Thomas Square. The Archaeological Evaluation 
is included as Appendix F. Additionally, Fung Associates, Inc. were retained to provide 
a Historic Assessment of the Park. It is included as Appendix G. A Cultural Impact 
Assessment (CIA) was also prepared, and is included as Appendix H. 
 
Thomas Square is an existing park and has undergone a number of incarnations that 
included grading, grubbing, landscaping, and construction since its dedication in 1850.  
 
Thomas Square is located in an area once known as Kulaokahu`a (plain of the 
boundary; Pukui et al. 1974: 123). While there is not much information related to the 
Pre-Contact Period, this area was known as a vast wasteland during the Historic Period. 
Greer (ibid) paints a very graphic picture of “[t]his unpalatable stretch of real estate”:  
 

Kulaokahu`a was best known for its dust storms and vast nothingness. It was so 
empty that after Punahou School opened in July 1842, mothers upstairs in the 
mission house could see children leave that institution and begin their treck across 
the barren waste. Trees shunned the place; only straggling livestock inhabited it. 

 
In July 1843 the location of Thomas Square was selected as the site of the formal 
Restoration Ceremony, following the unauthorized annexation of the Hawai‘i Kingdom 
by Lord George Paulet. The square is named after Rear Admiral Thomas, who had been 
sent by Queen Victoria to restore sovereignty to the Hawai‘i Kingdom. From July 31, 
1843, when the Hawaiian flag was raised again, onward, the land was known as 
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Thomas Square and was later dedicated a public park by Kamehameha III. It was in 
association with the Restoration Ceremony that Kamehameha III first stated what has 
become the official motto for the State of Hawai‘i, “Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘Āina i ka Pono” or 
“The sovereignty of the land is perpetuated in righteousness.” 
 
Given the history of Hawai’i from contact in 1778 until annexation in 1900, this was the 
only incident of a forced take over with subsequent restoration which makes the site all 
the more significant. 
 
In 1850 the Privy Council expanded the boundaries of the square, based on a survey by 
Metcalf. During this time the Park and surrounding area was not popular although 
there had been a brief flurry of sales for surrounding properties in the early 1850’s.  
 
In 1873, a fence was erected around the Park and workers sowed oat and algarroba 
seeds. Three years later, C.C. Coleman was allowed to experimentally cultivate jute for 
one year, with the provision that no harm came to the algarroba or other trees. He was 
provided with prison laborers and free water.  
 
Nominated to the National Register of Historic Places for the political events that 
occurred at the site that is now the Park, Thomas Square has become significant due to 
its landscape design. From 1882-1887 Archibald Cleghorn oversaw the formal layout of 
the Park (Fung & Associates). As early as 1876, Cleghorn attempted to revive Thomas 
Square, however there was no visible improvement until 1882, when the Minister of the 
Interior became interested in the Park and planted a nursery in a small, fenced area 
within the Park. With the help of public donations, a row of stately palm trees bordered 
the Park boundaries. Budgetary constraints threatened to put a damper on further 
improvements, but Archibald Cleghorn brought in banyan trees from his estate in 
Waikīkī, planted clusters of crotons, and raised funds for additional structural 
improvements. The Park was officially opened on April 7, 1887 (ibid: 144). The opening 
celebration included a concert by the new Royal Hawaiian Band from a bandstand, 
designed by the original Bandmaster, at the center of the park (Greer).   
 
With the Park successfully implemented, development slowly began with churches, 
residences and small businesses sprouting up in the surrounding area.  
 
Subsequent significant plans were developed in 1931 to 1932 by Catherine Jones 
Richards Thompson and Robert Thompson, 1966 to 1967 by George Walters, and 1968 
additions by the City and County of Honolulu. Brief descriptions of these iterations are 
outlined below. 
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A major design effort was by Catherine Jones Richards Thompson and Robert 
Thompson in 1931-32, under direction of the Parks Board, headed by Lester McCoy. 
Prior to this plan, the original ground plain sloped makai at what was thought to be a 
relatively constant grade until the park was renovated. At that time, it was graded and 
a wall was constructed to create the terrace that is now adjacent to South Beretania 
Street. The Thompson and Thompson plan from 1931 retained many of the plantings 
from the Cleghorn plan, and included the additions of a mock orange hedge along King 
Street, Victoria Street, and Ward Avenue; stone wall and terrace with central staircase 
along the South Beretania side; and a wading pool with low wall that encircles it, 
dedicated in September 1932 as the Castle Memorial Fountain, at the center of the Park. 
These elements, in addition to the eight radial pathways that run outward from the 
central fountain contribute to the historic character of the Park.  
 
In 1938, the Daughters of Hawai‘i sponsored the erection of a plaque honoring the 1843 
restoration of the monarchy. The plaque is located on the wall of the central steps 
leading from South Beretania in to the Park. 
 
With the outbreak of World War II, the U.S. government in 1942 erected barracks on 
Thomas Square to house the troops. Following the end of the war, the Park was 
restored.  
 
A topographic map from 1965 indicates that some trees, (in addition to the central 
banyans) planted before 1965 remain in the park today (Fung & Associates). 
 
Then in 1966 the final major design episode occurred when George Walters was hired 
by the County to refurbish the Park. Trees were trimmed or removed to bring more 
light and air into the Park; the ends of the terrace were reworked to remove stairs; and a 
Board of Water Supply gauge station was added at the corner of Ward and South 
Beretania. During this time, a comfort station and caretaker’s building was designed by 
Tom Wells, who had previously worked in Vladimir Ossipoff’s office, and constructed. 
 
Several small changes have occurred since then and include the following: in 1968, the 
“Thomas Square” sign and concrete planter box were added at the corner of South 
Beretania and Victoria; in 1985, the pathways aligning with Young and Hotel streets 
were widened; and in 1991, walls were designed by Allen Ng and added to the comfort 
station and caretaker’s building in a manner that is consistent with the original lava 
rock wall design. 
 
According to the field inspection and Historic and Architectural Assessment, several 
existing structures noted in the previous plans and related to Park use were observed, 
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including:  bathroom buildings; Park maintenance shed; a square planter; a concrete 
sidewalk extending around the perimeter of the Park; central staircase located between 
the two halves of the basalt wall; a tall pillar located near the northwest corner of the 
project; a concrete fountain pump; the central fountain and surrounding wall; 
numerous pathways; and utility boxes for water and electricity. 
 
Of these facilities, the basalt wall on the northern end of the property appears to be over 
50 years old based on construction type, while the staircase in the center of said wall 
does not appear to be an historic property (over 50 years old). The tall pillar on the 
northwest corner of the property may also be an historic property because it may be 
positioned on the site of an artesian well or drinking fountain. The structures 
surrounding the fountain, the fountain wall and circular wall, are likely to be historic 
properties based on the construction materials and historic documentation. Lastly, some 
of the pathways still in use today were observed to have crushed coral and are likely to 
be historic structures. 
 
It is unclear whether the fountain pump is over 50 years old, but the rest of the 
structures previously listed are not likely to be historic properties (over 50 years old) 
based on their construction types and materials. 
 
Lastly, the water and electrical utility boxes point to the likelihood that prior ground 
disturbances have occurred on the site. 
 
The Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) conducted for the Renovation Plan (Appendix 
H) describes the history of Kulaokahu‘a and Thomas Square.  Consultation to inform 
the CIA was conducted by telephone, email, personal interviews and mail. Consultation 
was sought from Dr. Kamana`opono M. Crabbe, Chief Executive Officer, Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs; Vincent H. Rodrigues, Cultural Historian, State Historic Preservation 
Division; Coco Needham, community member; Malia Nobrega, President, Hawaiian 
Civic Club of Honolulu; Michael Kumukauoha Lee, traditional cultural practitioner and 
community member; Misty Kelai, Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts; Dr. Puakea 
Nogelmeier, Professor of Hawaiian Language at the University of Hawai`i at Mānoa; 
Joslyn Kaawa, community member; Dr. Lynette H. Cruz, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology at Hawai`i Pacific University; Laulani Teale, Cultural Practitioner; 
William Ho`ohuli, community member; and E. Tory Laitila, Registrar of the Mayor’s 
Office of Culture and the Arts. Additionally, a notice inviting consultation was 
published in the Honolulu Star Advertiser and the Ka Wai Ola, published by OHA. 
Responses were received from four individuals and are included in the CIA. Most 
responses referred to the importance of Thomas Square as a place where the restoration 
ceremony took place. However, one respondent, who preferred to remain anonymous, 
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described family history from the general area, including use of the fishponds, 
knowledge of the springs that flow below ground and reach daylight at what is now the 
Neal S. Blaisdell Center. The request of this respondent is to maintain large areas of 
grass or bare soil where people can continue to gather for Lā Ho‘iho‘i Ea celebrations. 
The respondent stressed the importance of being able to walk barefoot in grass or soil as 
opposed to bricks, cobblestone, or other paving surfaces. They also recommend that the 
pathways remain and not be re-aligned, and that the fountain remain in the Park. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The proposed Renovation Plan retains large grassy areas in which to gather for 
celebrations and community functions. It also retains all historic structures, although 
some are proposed to be altered. Alterations should comply with the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, in consultation with the 
State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD). Section 6E-8, HRS requires that, before 
County agencies commence projects that affect historic properties, the agency must 
advise the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and that the project may 
not commence until the DLNR (as implemented by SHPD) has given its written 
concurrence. Therefore, prior to any alterations of historic structures, including the 
basalt wall, the tall pillar on the northwest corner of the wall, restrooms and storage 
building, fountain and its surrounding circular wall, and internal pathways, the County 
must obtain SHPD concurrence. The recommendation from the Archaeological 
Investigation is to conduct Archaeological Inventory Surveys prior to any 
improvements to Thomas Square. 
 
Comments to the pre-consultation request were received from the Historic Hawai‘i 
Foundation. The comment letter, included in Appendix A, provided historical 
information about the Park, identified prior actions that the City and State have taken to 
preserve the Park (such as prohibiting the extension of Young Street through the Park in 
1925); identifies the requirements of Section 6E-8, HRS regarding the need for 
concurrence; and articulates the Foundation’s interest and prior actions to preserve the 
Park. Notably, the letter from the Foundation raises concerns with Park elements that 
were under consideration in the early planning stages, such as a cross-park bike path, 
removal of the central fountain, adding perimeter planters, and other installations such 
as shops or cafes.  In response to comments from stakeholders, such as the Foundation, 
the Park Renovation Plan has been significantly scaled back (more information about 
discarded alternatives can be found in Section 6.0) with the intent that the Renovation 
does not change the character or setting of the Park.  
 
The Renovation Plan conceives the following alterations to historic structures (see 
Figure 8: Renovation Plan): 
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• Basalt wall – leave in place and protect as necessary. Create additional terraces 
below wall to allow seating. 

• Internal walkways – pave to provide improved accessibility to the fountain. 
• Central fountain – perform on-going cleaning and maintenance (may not require 

concurrence from SHPD). 
 

The Renovation Plan conceives the following alterations to structures that will be 50-
years old prior to alteration (see Figure 8: Renovation Plan): 
• Storage Building – Add to the stone structure to enlarge the capacity for Park 

maintenance equipment. 
• Restroom Building – Renovate to make the facility more secure, and enlarge to 

add an event support room. 
 
The proposed plan does anticipate that a stage be installed mauka of the central banyan 
trees. The stage is proposed to be designed for the Royal Hawaiian Band, but not for the 
Band’s exclusive use. It is deemed fitting by the County to include a bandstand at the 
Park because the Royal Hawaiian Band was originally commissioned by Kauikeaouli, 
and Thomas Square was the original “home” for the Band, whose performance space 
was a bandstand at the center of the park.  Additionally, a widened walkway along 
Victoria Street allows for food truck parking.  This element is proposed in lieu of a 
permanent café space and deemed a reasonable way to incorporate the vitality that food 
vendors can bring to public spaces without impacting the park’s character with 
permanent structures. The provision of foodtruck space allows the flexibility for 
community gatherings to include food, without food vendors driving on lawns or 
setting up in the park.  
 
In summary, the proposed elements are not anticipated to tarnish the character of the 
park. Large areas of grass are proposed to be retained so that major cultural events can 
continue. Changes to the landscape are intended to honor the formality that the 
Thompson and Thompson Plan designed. Iconic elements such as the central fountain 
and the four banyans planted by Cleghorn are proposed to remain. By following the 
established laws relating to historic properties (Section 6E-8, HRS) and conducting 
archaeological inventory surveys as improvements are phased for construction, 
alterations to the Park will be mitigated against any adverse effects. 
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5.2 NOISE 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is in an urban setting. Within the Park, outside noise sources include 
traffic along the streets that surround the Park, aircraft flying overhead, wind through 
vegetation and human sounds from surrounding areas. While Thomas Square does not 
contain constant noise generating facilities (such as air-conditioning units), it is used by 
people and their pets, so there are occasional sounds of human activity. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, First Insurance Company wrote: “Our 
offices face Thomas Square, and potential noise during renovation could be a major 
impediment to our business operations and also become a ‘quality of life’ issue for our 
310 associates.” The proposed renovations to Thomas Square will have its greatest 
impact during construction. It is expected that the various elements of the proposed 
renovations will generate less noise during construction than the various roadway 
improvements that typically occur on surrounding streets, which often require jack 
hammers, or heavy earthmoving equipment, asphalt producing equipment, etc. To 
mitigate construction noise levels, the Department of Design and Construction will 
work with their contractors to ensure adherence with State Department of Health 
(DOH) community noise regulations, use of proper equipment, and regular vehicle 
maintenance.  Equipment mufflers or other noise attenuating equipment may also be 
employed as required.  All construction activities will be limited to daylight work 
hours. 
 
In the long term, sound may be generated from community gatherings and use of the 
bandstand. Mitigation for the bandstand shall include use of speakers that are directed 
downward toward the audience and reasonable hours of operation for amplified music.  
 
5.3 AIR QUALITY 
 
Existing Conditions 
Due to Honolulu’s island location and presence of trade winds, air quality is generally 
excellent. However, localized air pollution can occur in urban Honolulu due to 
automobile traffic.  
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, First Insurance Company wrote: “Note 
that our computer operations are located on the lower floors of our building, and dirt 
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and dust from construction activity could become a maintenance issue.” Emissions 
derived from operation of construction equipment and other vehicles involved in 
construction activities may temporarily affect the ambient air quality in the immediate 
vicinity.  However, these effects will be minimized through proper maintenance of 
construction equipment and vehicles.  In addition, there may be a temporary adverse 
impact on air quality attributable to dust generated during project construction, 
particularly earthmoving activity.  The Department of Design and Construction will 
work with their contractors to ensure that best management practices to control fugitive 
dust are employed.  This may include the use of construction fencing or watering the 
site while soil is exposed.  After construction, the Park will be revegetated with grass or 
landscaping.  
 
In the long term, the Park uses will not contribute to air pollution.  The master plan for 
the renovation of Thomas Square includes accommodating the King Street Protected 
Bike Lane as well as a DTS-proposed, 12-foot wide, shared use path along the Ward 
Avenue frontage, infrastructure that is intended to reduce Honolulu’s dependence on 
automobiles.  
 
5.4 VISUAL RESOURCES 
  
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is bounded on all sides by public streets: South Beretania Street (mauka) 
South King Street (makai), Ward Avenue (‘Ewa), and Victoria Street (Diamond Head).  
Across Ward Avenue from Thomas Square is the First Interstate Insurance Building and 
an annex of Straub Hospital. Makai of South King Street is the front lawn of the Neal S. 
Blaisdell Concert Hall (which is significantly set back from South King Street). Across 
Victoria Street are Linekona School (an annex to the Honolulu Museum of Art – which 
is also set back from Victoria Street) and a medical office building.  Mauka of South 
Beretania Street is the Honolulu Museum of Art. 
 
In general, the makai half of Thomas Square is more open and allows visual access to 
mauka areas from along King Street.  The mauka/Diamond Head corner of Thomas 
Square and surrounding streets have street trees which provide better shade and a 
cooler micro-climate for Park users. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
Of the proposed elements of the master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square, the 
proposal to replace or install new street trees would have the greatest visual impact 
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from surrounding streets and properties. Views across the park from adjoining streets 
and nearby arts venues as well as to the central fountain and four central banyans are 
planned to be improved by relocating trees within and when necessary outside the 
Park. Formality and framing of sight-lines with the addition of new trees is proposed. 
An allée of trees is proposed along the new, widened sidewalks on the Victoria Street 
and Ward Avenue frontages. The trees are meant to frame and formalize the park, 
while providing a deep canopy of shade for pedestrians on the widened sidewalks. 
 
Street trees are required to have 18 feet of clearance, thus they should not result in 
obstructing visual access to mauka areas from along King Street. Depending on the type 
of canopy that are characteristic of the new street trees, views from properties across 
Victoria Street and Ward Avenue into Thomas Square may be altered, but still remain 
“of nature.”  
 
5.5 SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is located in Kulaokahu‘a, which lies within the ahupua‘a of Makiki, in 
urban Honolulu on the island of O‘ahu.  The Park is bounded on all sides by public 
streets: South Beretania Street (mauka), South King Street (makai), Ward Avenue (‘Ewa), 
and Victoria Street (Diamond Head).  The Park is located in the Thomas 
Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts District, with the neighborhoods of Makiki to the 
north and east (mauka and Diamond Head), Kaka’ako and Ala Moana to the south 
(makai), and Queen’s Hospital and Civic Center (Capital District) to the west (‘Ewa).  
The neighborhoods surrounding Thomas Square are heavily urbanized and densely 
populated, marked by multi-unit residential buildings and a rapidly growing number 
of high-rises. 
 
According to the 2010 Census, the total population of the four census tracts immediately 
surrounding Thomas Square was 16,335 persons, with the majority residing in Census 
Tract 37 (Ala Moana) and Census Tract 41 (Queen’s Hospital).  Resident population by 
race for the four census tracts are as shown in Table 3: 
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Table 3: Resident Population by Race and Census Tract, 2010 
 City & County 

Honolulu 
Census Tract 

35.01 
(Academy of 

Arts) 

Census Tract 
37 

(Ala Moana) 

Census Tract 
38 

(Kaka’ako) 

Census Tract 
41 

(Queen’s 
Hospital) 

Population total 876,156 (100%) 2,282 (100%) 5,579 (100%) 3,970 (100%) 4,504 (100%) 
Two or more races 174,624 (20%) 335 (14.7%) 607 (10.9%) 533 (13.4%) 865 (19.2%) 
Population of one race 701,532 (80%) 1,947 (85.3%) 4,972 (89.1%) 3,437 (86.6%) 3,639 (80.8%) 

White alone 186,484 (21%) 438 (19.2%) 1,473 (26.4%) 784 (19.7%) 845 (18.8%) 
Black or African 
American alone 

20,619 (2%) 28 (1.2%) 97 (1.7%) 63 (1.6%) 74 (1.6%) 

AIAN alone 1/ 2,178 (<1%) 5 (0.2%) 7 (0.1%) 5 (0.1%) 8 (0.2%) 
Asian alone 403,371 (46%) 1,318 (57.8%) 3,174 (56.9%) 2,314 (58.3%) 2,134 (47.4%) 

NHOPI alone 2/ 77,680 (9%) 132 (5.8%) 192 (3.4%) 252 (6.3%) 519 (11.5%) 
Some other race alone 11,200 (12%) 26 (1.1%) 29 (0.5%) 19 (0.5%) 59 (1.3%) 

     1/ American Indian and Alaska native alone. 
     2/ Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander alone. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171)    
Summary File Table P1;  extracted by the Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic 
Development & Tourism, Hawai‘i State Data Center 

 
The demographic information in Table 4 below is from the 2010 American Community 
Survey profiles for the Island of O’ahu and the census tracts neighboring the Park: 

Table 4: Household, Age, and Income Estimates by Census Tract, 2010 
 City & County 

of Honolulu 
Census Tract 

35.01 
(Academy of 

Arts) 

Census Tract 
37 

(Ala Moana) 

Census Tract 
38 

(Kaka’ako) 

Census Tract 
41 

(Queen’s 
Hospital) 

Number of 
Households 304,827 1,110 2,553 1,820 2,220 

Household Size 2.9 people 2 people 1.96 people 1.74 people 2.08 people 
% Households with 
own children under 18 
years 

29% 11.2% 15.7% 9.9% 18.9% 

Median Age 36.9 years 43.9 years 46.1 years 47.7 years 37.4 years 
Housing: Owner 
Occupied 57.6% 30.7% 44.6% 43.4% 34.2% 

Housing: Renter 
Occupied 

42.4% 69.3% 55.6% 56.6% 65.8% 

Median Household 
Income $70,093 $50,761 $55,670 $62,091 $43,515 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 American Community Survey 

 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The renovation of Thomas Square will not generate new population and is not expected 
to affect the demographics of the surrounding neighborhoods. However, there is a 
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potential for greater park usage in the future due to (1) user access via rail transit, (2) an 
increase in regional residential population resulting from TOD projects in Kaka‘ako and 
around other planned rail stops (3) increased arts and cultural programming in the 
park, and (4) the park being improved and more attractive for passive, recreational use. 
In the long-term, assuming that the Park renovation is successful, it will likely result in 
attracting more users.   
 
5.6 INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
5.6.1 Transportation 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is located with frontages on South Beretania Street, South King Street, 
Ward Avenue and Victoria Street, all of which are City and County of Honolulu owned 
and maintained rights-of-way.  
 
South Beretania Street is a one-way (westbound) roadway with five lanes that serve all 
traffic movements.  At the intersection of Victoria Street, there are three through lanes, 
one shared left turn and through lane, and one shared right turn and through lane. At 
the intersection of Ward Avenue, there are three through lanes, one left turn lane, and 
one shared right turn and through lane. 
 
Ward Avenue is a predominantly four-lane, two-way roadway that serves as a 
connector to South Beretania Street and South King Street at the project area.  The Ward 
Avenue approaches to South Beretania Street and South King Street have two lanes that 
serve through traffic movements.   
 
Victoria Street is a predominantly two-lane, two-way roadway that serves as a 
connector to South Beretania Street and South King Street at the project area.  At the 
intersection of South Beretania Street, there is one shared left turn and through lane in 
the mauka direction, and one through lane in the makai direction.  At the intersection of 
South King Street, there is one left turn lane and one shared left turn and through lane 
in the makai direction.  On-street parking is allowed along portions of Victoria Street. 
 
South King Street is a one-way (eastbound) roadway with six lanes that serve all traffic 
movements.  At the intersection of Ward Avenue, there are four through lanes, one 
shared left turn and through lane, and one shared right turn and through lane.  At the 
intersection of Victoria Street, there are five through lanes and one shared left turn and 
through lane. 
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The site is well served by mass transit. TheBus routes 1, 1L, 2, 2L, and 15 all pass by the 
Park. Additionally, the Park is about a half-mile from two future transit stops. See 
Figure 11.    
 
To address the County’s Complete Streets ordinance and principles, the City and 
County of Honolulu has prepared an Implementation Study Report for Ward Avenue 
between Halekauwila Street and South Beretania Street which includes the Thomas 
Square frontage (SSFM International, 2015). The report recommends the following 
improvements for the Park’s Ward Avenue frontage: 
 

• Improvements to the sidewalk at the intersection of Ward Avenue and South 
Beretania Street by: 1) re-sloping the sidewalk to the street elevation; 2) installing 
bollards around the corner to protect pedestrians from vehicular traffic; and 3) 
reducing the curb radius to shorten pedestrian crossing distances (across Ward 
Avenue and South Beretania Street). 

• The installation of a 12-foot-wide shared use path along the Ward Avenue 
frontage of the Park. The proposed share use path would be separated from 
Ward Avenue, by: 1) the existing three-and–a-half-foot-wide planting strip; 2) the 
existing five-foot-wide sidewalk; and 3) a proposed 10-foot-wide planting strip 
for trees and utilities. 

• The reduction of curb radii on the Hotel Street intersection of Ward Avenue to 
shorten pedestrian crossing distances (across Ward Avenue) and to slow vehicles 
making right-turn movements. 

• The painting of advanced stop bars set back 30 feet from the Hotel Street 
crosswalks (across Ward Avenue).  

• Improvements to the sidewalk at the intersection of Ward Avenue and South 
King Street by: 1) re-sloping the sidewalk to the street elevation; and 2) installing 
bollards around the corner to protect pedestrians from vehicular traffic. 

 

Additionally, pre-Assessment comments from the City and County of Honolulu 
Department of Design and Construction indicate that there is a near-term project to 
construct an accessible path with a landing on Ward Avenue across from Hotel Street at 
Thomas Square. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
A purpose of the renovation plan is to attract more visitors to the Park. Therefore, it can 
be expected that there will be additional trips to the Park; however, it is hoped that 
many of these additional trips will be from nearby businesses and residences on foot or 
by bicycle. To facilitate easy and comfortable access to and through the Park, wide 
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shaded sidewalks separated from the street by landscaping are proposed. The proposed 
master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square is compatible with the County’s 
Complete Streets ordinance and principles because it incorporates wide pedestrian 
walks that connect all surrounding uses to each other, in a pleasant, walkable 
environment. The plan also incorporates the recommendations of the Honolulu 
Complete Streets Project Implementation Study for this area with the inclusion of 
bicycle facilities on Ward Avenue and Victoria Streets, as well as additional landscape 
protection for the King Street Cycle Track (see Figure 8: Renovation Plan).  
 
The Honolulu Bikeshare Organizational Study (City and County of Honolulu, 2014), 
suggests that a small (7-10 bikes) bike station be located in the Park (or near the Park) 
on Victoria Street at the terminus of Young Street. Another small (7-10 bikes) station is 
suggested at the intersection of South Beretania Street and Ward Avenue. The Master 
Plan does not designate a specific location for a bike share station, but it can easily 
accommodate one or even two stations when the Bikeshare program develops its 
infrastructure. 
 
During the construction phase of the project, a street usage permit from the City and 
County of Honolulu’s Department of Transportation Services (DTS) will be obtained for 
any construction-related work that may require the temporary closure of any traffic 
lane on a County street. 
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, the State Department of 
Transportation wrote: “The subject project is not expected to significantly impact the 
State Highway facility. However, a permit from DOT Highways Division is required for 
the transport of oversized and/or overweight materials and equipment on State 
highway facilities.” The County will abide by this request in the event oversize/weight 
materials are needed to implement the Master Plan. 
 
Also during the pre-assessment, the Honolulu Fire Department requested that it be 
informed in advance of any road and lane closures or any condition that would affect 
their emergency response. Construction of the Master Plan sidewalk improvements 
may affect lanes on a temporary basis. HFD will be informed of any lane closures 
required during construction. 
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, First Insurance Company wrote: 
“Ward Avenue is a heavily trafficked street, and it is chronically prone to traffic delays.  
Construction and renovation activities could exacerbate that issue… Separate but 
related to the traffic question is the issue of regular and uninterrupted access to the First 
Insurance building to its parking garage.” Any construction materials and equipment 
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will be transferred to and from the renovation site during off-peak traffic hours (8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) to minimize any possible disruption to pedestrians and traffic on the 
local sidewalks and streets. 
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5.6.2 Water 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
Potable water service to Thomas Square is currently provided through the municipal 
water system of the City and County of Honolulu Board of Water Supply (BWS).  The 
BWS water system in the vicinity of the Park consists of a system of transmission mains 
and fire hydrants.  There is a 20-inch and 8-inch waterline that runs in the east-west 
direction through the middle of Thomas Square.  A hydrant is located on the mauka 
side of South King Street off a 12-inch waterline (W. Higa of Wilson Okamoto Corp., 
personal communication, Nov. 16, 2015). 
 
From the premise information report obtained from BWS, there is a 2-inch domestic 
water meter currently servicing the Park.  The meter is located near the fountain at the 
middle of Thomas Square (W. Higa, personal communication, Nov. 16, 2015). 
   
Meter readings found that the average monthly water consumption is approximately 
16,000 gallons per day (GPD) for 2013, and 20,000 GPD for 2014. 
 
The Park has a permanent irrigation system that utilizes potable water. The system 
includes high power lawn rotors distributed evenly throughout and a backflow 
prevention device to safeguard domestic water supply.  Sidewalk planters are hand-
watered. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Water demand is not expected to increase above current usage at Thomas Square. The 
Master Plan is not expected to necessitate any significant upgrades to the water 
infrastructure to, or within the Park. 
 
According to pre-consultation comments from the Board of Water Supply (BWS), the 
existing water system is presently adequate to accommodate the domestic water 
requirements of the proposed Park renovation.  However, as this information is based 
on current data, the BWS reserves the right to change any position or information up to 
the final approval of the building permit application.  The BWS also reserves the right to 
confirm availability of water when building permit applications are submitted for 
approval.  On-site water systems for the proposed renovation will also be subject to the 
BWS Cross-Connection Control and Backflow Prevention requirements prior to 
issuance of building permits.  The BWS also recommends coordinating on-site fire 
protection requirements with the Fire Prevention Bureau of the Honolulu Fire 
Department.   
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The State Commission on Water Resources Management (CWRM) suggested in their 
pre-consultation comments that non-potable water sources be considered for irrigation 
and that conservation measures be discussed in the EA. Non-potable water sources are 
not available at Thomas Square. To aid in water conservation, low flow or water 
efficient fixtures will be used in comfort station improvements.  
 
5.6.3 Wastewater 
 
Existing Conditions 
Facility maps obtained from the City and County of Honolulu Department of Planning 
and Permitting Wastewater Branch (DPP WWB), indicate existing sewer lines along 
South Beretania Street, Ward Avenue, South King Street, and Victoria Street.  A pair of 
6-inch sewer laterals from the project site ties into the existing 12-inch main along 
Victoria Street.  Additional laterals include a 6-inch lateral to a 60-inch main along Ward 
Avenue and a 6-inch lateral to a 16-inch main located along South King Street (W. Higa, 
personal communication, Nov. 16, 2015). 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The number of fixtures involved in the restroom renovation is not likely to increase, 
therefore it is anticipated there will be no increase in wastewater demand. Organizers of 
large events will be required to provide additional, temporary facilities. 
 
5.6.4 Drainage 
 
Existing Conditions 
Review of the Park grading, flooding, and storm drainage system is based on site 
reconnaissance and a review of available record drawings and facility maps.  The Park 
is located in a highly urbanized area with many impervious surfaces in the immediate 
vicinity (see Figure 12). Thomas Square slopes in the south and southwest direction 
from South Beretania Street to South King Street.  Runoff from the Park sheet flows to 
catch basins located along Ward Avenue, South King Street, and Victoria Street.  The 
runoff is conveyed through 18-inch drain lines that connect to a box culvert which 
ultimately discharges to Kewalo Basin (W. Higa, personal communication, Nov. 16, 
2015). It does not appear that there are any drainage issues with the exception of 
localized ponding due to limited drainage facilities in the area. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Upon completion of the elements of the proposed Thomas Square renovation, 
stormwater drainage will continue to infiltrate onsite and when enough volume is 
present, sheet flow to the catch basins located along Ward Avenue. The addition of 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- 5-18 - 

more trees will help to capture stormwater and reduce runoff to the piped stormdrain 
system. No impacts are expected and no mitigation measures are proposed. 
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5.6.5 Electrical and Communication Systems 
 
Existing Conditions 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, the Hawaiian Electric Company 
(HECO) wrote that it has a proposed underground future fiber cable which will run 
adjacent to Thomas Square along South Beretania Street, with construction anticipated 
to begin in 2020. It also wrote that should HECO have existing easements and facilities 
on Thomas Square, it will need continued access for maintenance of HECO facilities. 
 
Also during the pre-assessment consultation process, Hawaiian Telcom wrote:  
“Hawaiian Telcom has aerial and underground facilities around the parcel that may be 
impacted by the proposed project. However, there are no specific issues that need to be 
addressed in the preparation of the Environmental Assessment. Please continue to 
include us during the design stages of the project.” 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, the Department of Customer Services 
wrote: “…Mayor Caldwell’s desire [is] to include lighting of Thomas Square as part of 
the holiday program. In the proposed renovation, please consider electrical power 
source for such program.” The design drawings for the renovation plan shall include 
adequate electrical infrastructure to serve the City’s long-term desires for community 
entertainment. Design will need to consider eventual development of a stage and the 
need for stage lighting as well as the potential for lighting for seasonal events such as 
the Honolulu City Lights display. 
 
 
5.6.6 Solid Waste Disposal 
 
Existing Conditions 
Garbage receptacles are located throughout the Park, and garbage is collected regularly 
by City and County of Honolulu Department of Parks and Recreation maintenance 
staff. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
During the construction phase, solid waste generated at the Park is anticipated to 
increase over current conditions.  The additional waste is expected to include materials 
from construction, grading, and landscaping activities.  Efforts will be made to reduce 
the waste generated during the construction phase and when possible materials will be 
re-used or recycled. 
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There is a potential for greater park usage in the future due to (1) user access via rail 
transit, (2) an increase in regional residential population resulting from TOD projects in 
Kaka‘ako and around other planned rail stops, (3) increased arts and cultural 
programming in the park, and (4) the park being improved and more attractive for 
passive, recreational use. In the long-term, assuming that the Park renovation is 
successful and results in attracting more users, it is possible that there could be an 
increase in the amount of solid waste generated by Park users. To reduce the impact of 
increased solid waste, facilities for recyclables and non-recyclables will be provided 
within the Park. Additionally, signage will be installed to ask park users to assist in 
keeping the Park clean from rubbish. 
 
5.7 PUBLIC SERVICES  
 
5.7.1 Police Protection 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is located within the Honolulu Police Department’s (HPD) District 1, 
Central Honolulu Patrol District.  The nearest police station is the Alapai Police 
Headquarters, located at 801 South Beretania Street, which is one block ‘Ewa of Thomas 
Square. In addition to the patrol district, the HPD has investigative units focused on 
criminal, narcotics, traffic and scientific investigation.  The HPD also has a number of 
community policing initiatives including neighborhood security watches, citizen patrols 
as well as programs oriented toward children and elderly.  The mission of the District 1 
Community Policing/Weed and Seed Team is to reduce crime, create safer 
neighborhoods, and improve the quality of life for residents.  This is achieved by 
establishing collaborative partnerships with community stakeholders as well as other 
law enforcement and government agencies.  The HPD has a graffiti hotline available as 
well as a new initiative called Project C.L.E.A.N. (Community Lokahi to Enrich our 
Aina Now), which brings community organizations together to paint out graffiti, 
remove trash and bulky items. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The improvements made with the proposed master plan are not anticipated to 
adversely affect crime or police operations.   
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5.7.2 Fire Protection 
 
Existing Conditions  
The Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) is divided into three platoons that are further 
divided into battalions, which are in turn divided into companies.  The island of O‘ahu 
is divided into five battalions comprising 45 fire stations (companies).  The fire stations 
nearest to Thomas Square are the Makiki Station (Fire Company 3), Kaka’ako Station 
(Fire Company 9), and Downtown Station (Fire Company 1), which are each 
approximately 0.9 miles from the renovation site.  The Park can be served by fire 
hydrant(s) located along surrounding streets. 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
While the likelihood of a brush or structural fire is very low at Thomas Square, there is 
likely to be an occasional and unavoidable demand for HFD services, whether for 
emergency medical services or for other types of fires such as rubbish fires. During the 
pre-assessment consultation process, HFD reviewed the information provided and 
wrote that it: “…has no comments regarding the environmental concerns for this 
project.” HFD also requested that it be informed in advance of any road and lane 
closures or any condition that would affect their emergency response. 
 
5.7.3 Education 
 
Existing Conditions 
Public school education is under the direct supervision of the Hawai’i State Department 
of Education (DOE).  Thomas Square is located within the Kaimuki-McKinley-Roosevelt 
Complex Area in the Honolulu District of the DOE.  The neighborhoods immediately 
surrounding the Park are served by Ka’ahumanu Elementary, Royal Elementary, 
Stevenson Middle, and Central Middle schools.  High school students are within the 
service area of McKinley High School.  The official enrollment count for the 2013-2014 
school year was 597 students at Ka’ahumanu Elementary; 376 students at Royal 
Elementary; 653 students at Stevenson Middle; 351 students at Central Middle; and 
1,677 students at McKinley High School. 
 
According to the State Department of Human Services (DHS), a licensed group child 
care preschool is located at the First Methodist Church on the corner of Victoria Street 
and South Beretania Street, across from Thomas Square. 
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Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The proposed renovation of Thomas Square will not generate new public school-aged 
residents.  No mitigation measures are proposed. 
 
Construction activities during the proposed renovation period may have an occasional 
but temporary noise impact on the preschool located at the neighboring First Methodist 
Church; however, after the Park undergoes renovation, many of the health and safety 
issues at Thomas Square (overgrown vegetation, uneven or broken concrete walking 
surfaces, ageing and vandalized restrooms, and debris in the fountain) will be 
addressed. This will render the park more usable and attractive to all children, 
including those from this preschool. 
 
5.7.4 Health Care Services  
 
Existing Conditions 
The neighborhoods surrounding Thomas Square are served by several major medical 
facilities.  Across Ward Avenue on the ‘Ewa side of Thomas Square is the Straub Clinic 
and Hospital (888 South King Street), a fully integrated, not-for-profit medical center 
that provides a full range of medical services and is home to the Pacific region’s only 
multi-disciplinary burn treatment center.  Also in the vicinity is the Queen’s Medical 
Center (1301 Punchbowl Street), a private, non-profit, acute medical care facility.  
Located approximately 0.6 miles from Thomas Square, Queen’s offers a comprehensive 
range of primary and specialized care services, and it serves as the leading medical 
referral center in the Pacific Basin.  Finally, the Kaiser Permanente Honolulu Medical 
Office (1010 Pensacola Street), an integrated managed care facility that provides a full 
range of medical services for its members, is located less than 0.5 miles Diamond Head 
of Thomas Square between Young Street and South King Street.   
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Primarily, the Park improvements are expected to be a beneficial impact to public 
health. Energized, public gathering places are known to have a positive impact on 
public health (Eitler, et al, 2013) by reducing social isolation. Upgrades to sidewalks and 
walkways as well as the addition of shade trees will make it easier for people to take 
advantage of the Park for passive recreation.  
 
There is likely to be an occasional and unavoidable demand for emergency medical 
services, and the Park is located very nearby emergency rooms of major hospitals. After 
the Park undergoes renovation, many of the health and safety issues at Thomas Square 
(overgrown vegetation, uneven or broken concrete walking surfaces, ageing and 
vandalized restrooms, and debris in the fountain) will be addressed.  
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5.7.5 Recreational Facilities 
 
Existing Conditions 
Thomas Square is one of 58 County-owned/operated parks in the area designated as 
District II (Makiki to Aiea) by the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR).  Within a 
half-mile radius of Thomas Square are two small community parks:  Dole Community 
Park and Sheridan Community Park.  In the broader vicinity are additional parks such 
as the Mother Waldron Neighborhood Park, Cartwright Neighborhood Park, and 
Makiki District Park.  These community, neighborhood, and district parks feature 
playgrounds and recreational/sports facilities.  Two major parks located makai of 
Thomas Square include the Ala Moana Regional/Beach Park, and the Kaka’ako 
Waterfront Park.  Unlike the other parks, the Kaka’ako Waterfront Park is owned by the 
State of Hawai’i and managed by the Hawai’i Community Development Authority 
(HCDA). 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
The proposed Park renovation will enhance the amenity Thomas Square provides to the 
park’s neighbors, and to the greater city of Honolulu. It is hoped that the renovated 
Park will be an attractive venue for arts, as well as cultural and community activities, 
thereby relieving some of the demand and wear and tear on other Honolulu parks. 
 
The need for renovation of Thomas Square is several-fold. First, the City and County of 
Honolulu has a responsibility to ensure the safety of the public. Overgrown vegetation, 
and uneven or broken concrete surfaces create hazards for Park users. Second, the 
ageing restrooms and fountain are expensive to maintain and continually repair, due to 
misuse and vandalism (restrooms) and leaf and trash debris (fountain).  Additionally, 
the County desires to celebrate the historical significance of Thomas Square by drawing 
greater attention to the Restoration ceremony that took place at this locale. Its proximity 
to the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, Honolulu Art Museum and school, Straub Hospital and 
other community resources also drives the need for making improvements to the Park 
to facilitate the continued vitality of the arts district. 
 
During the pre-assessment consultation process, the Aloha State Sporting Association 
wrote in part: “By closing the park or even portions of the park and not permitting any 
activities would severely impact the trials and dog shows that we historically have been 
having at Thomas Square for over 25 years…We ask that you please keep in mind the 
large amount of people that utilize Thomas Square for our sport as well as the many 
dog owners that live in the area.” The Obedience Training Club of Hawai‘i, Inc. wrote 
in part: “Our club uses the park to hold Licensed Obedience and Rally Trials every year 
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on the 4th Sunday in the months of February, May, August and November on the 
quadrant bordered by South Beretania and Victoria Streets. Any closure or major 
digging up of this area will severely impact our ability to use the park for our 
trials…Our club has held 229 Licensed Obedience Trials, more than any other club in 
the entire country…We are concerned that all dog activities would be severely 
restricted, because we are only one of many dog clubs that regularly use Thomas 
Square for dog events.” 
 
In the renovation plans for the park, space will be allowed for the continuation of on-
going activities, such as permitted cultural celebrations, plant shows, and permitted 
dog shows conducted by established kennel and obedience training clubs. During 
construction of park elements, it may be necessary to relocate uses that have 
traditionally occurred in the Park to accommodate construction. It is expected that 
relocation of long-standing uses will be of a temporary nature and resume upon 
completion of construction. 
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6.0 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES 
 
This section identifies and evaluates a range of alternatives that could meet the purpose 
and need and possibly avoid, reduce, or minimize adverse environmental effects.  
 
6.1 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 
 
The No Action alternative would essentially leave Thomas Square as is, with no 
improvements planned for the foreseeable future.  The No Action alternative would not 
meet the purpose and need of the proposed renovation of Thomas Square. Presently, 
overgrown vegetation, and uneven or broken concrete surfaces create hazards for Park 
users. Second, the ageing restrooms and fountain are expensive to maintain and 
continually repair, due to misuse and vandalism (restrooms) and leaf and trash debris 
(fountain). 
 
The No Action alternative is rejected as a feasible alternative to the proposed action as it 
would not meet the purpose and need of the project, and because the City and County 
of Honolulu has a responsibility to ensure the safety of the public. 

 
6.2 PLANS FOR RENOVATION THAT WERE REJECTED 
A preliminary iteration of the park renovation plan included several elements not 
included in the preferred alternative such as a café, splash pad, children’s play 
structure, and removal or repurpose of the fountain. These elements were proposed 
together with the Hawaiian flag, the State motto in Hawaiian, bandstand, additional 
seating, provisions for food truck parking and formalized pathways. In combination, 
the renovation plan achieved some project goals, such as honoring the past, and 
celebrating culture and the arts. However, after taking into account the desire from 
community members to retain more open space to allow adequate room for on-going 
community events, the plan was discarded for a more modest renovation scheme. 
 
6.3 PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
The renovation planning process began with a public meeting in 2013 held at the 
Honolulu Museum of Art. In 2014, a public meeting was held to gain an understanding 
of community desires for the Park. Numerous stakeholder meetings and interviews 
have transpired since that time to further hone in on particular details and nuances. 
Through the public engagement process, specific elements were identified, considered, 
evaluated, and eliminated or included in the renovation master plan. Strong themes 
emerged as important to the Park, as follows:  

• Most importantly, let this be a place to speak and honor the Park's history. 
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• Thomas Square must have a Hawaiian Flag. 
• Represent Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III). 
• The Park is central to a thriving arts district and should be integral to the district 

in both form and function. 
• Tell the many stories of Thomas Square (Restoration, flag, motto, Royal 

Hawaiian Band, Banyan Trees). 
• Return a bandstand for the Royal Hawaiian Band. 
• Remove or renovate elements with chronic maintenance problems. 
• Outdoor seating areas are essential. 
• Allow space where the variety of on-going community activities can continue. 

 
The Preferred alternative focuses on renovation improvements that embody the strong 
themes identified above. Recognizing that a plan to change an existing public space 
rarely meet unanimous approval, the preferred alternative (Figure 8, Renovation Plan), 
represents the best attempt to satisfy project goals to accommodate the 1) public safety 
needs for improvement; 2) community desires for the park; and 3) City and County 
aspirations to utilize the park as a platform to honor the past and celebrate culture and 
arts.  
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7.0 ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION, 
FINDINGS, & REASONS FOR SUPPORTING THE 

DETERMINATION 
 
To determine whether the proposed action may have a significant impact on the 
environment, including all phases of the project, expected consequences (both primary 
and secondary), and cumulative as well as short- and long-term effects have been 
evaluated. Based on the research performed and studies evaluated, the Determining 
Agency, the Department of Planning and Permitting, is anticipating a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (AFONSI) as detailed in this section. 
 
7.1 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA  
 
According to the Department of Health Environmental Assessment Rules Section 11-
200-12 HAR, an (applicant or) agency must determine whether an action may have a 
significant impact on the environment, including all phases of the project, its expected 
consequences both primary and secondary, its cumulative impact with other projects 
and its short and long-term effects. In making the determination, the rules establish 
“significance criteria” to be used as a basis for identifying whether a significant 
environmental impact will occur. According to the Rules, an action shall be determined 
to have a significant impact on the environment if it meets any one of the following 
criteria: 
 
(1) Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or 

cultural resources; 
 
The proposed renovation of Thomas Square does not involve an irrevocable 
commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resources.  The elements of 
the proposed renovation have been designed to avoid natural and cultural resources.  
Areas proposed for earth disturbance and increased activity are those which have been 
previously disturbed; however, an archaeological inventory survey is recommended 
prior to construction.   
 
(2) Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment; 
 
The proposed renovation of Thomas Square does not curtail the range of beneficial uses 
of the environment.  The purpose of master planning the renovations to the Park is to 
ensure the beneficial use of this key Honolulu amenity for the foreseeable future.   
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(3) Conflicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and 

guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS; and any revisions thereof and 
amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders; 

 
The proposed renovation of Thomas Square is consistent with the Environmental 
Policies established in Chapter 344-3, HRS: 
 
• The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square conserves public 

open space in a manner that promotes the general welfare of the people of 
Hawai‘i [344-3(1)].   

• The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square enhances quality 
of life by contributing to Kulaokahu‘a’s sense of identity, and aesthetic and social 
satisfaction in harmony with the natural environment which is uniquely 
Hawaiian [344-3(2)(C)].   
 

Further, the proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square does not 
conflict with the goals and guidelines enumerated in Chapter 344-4, HRS that support 
the Environmental Policies.   
 
• The renovation plan elements support the guidelines relating to land, water, 

mineral, visual, air and other natural resources by minimizing impervious 
surfaces and infiltrating storm water on site as much as possible [344-
4(2)(A),(B),(C)]. 

• The renovation plan elements support the guidelines relating to flora and fauna 
by fostering the planting of native as well as other trees, shrubs and flowering 
plants compatible to the enhancement of our environment [344-4(3)(B)]. 

• The renovation plan supports the guidelines relating to parks, recreation and 
open space by maintaining the Park use; by maintaining view planes for their 
natural beauty; and as an ennobling, living environment for its people [344-
4(4)(A-C)] 

• The master plan process was supportive of the guidelines relating to citizen 
participation by encouraging all individuals to fulfill the responsibility as trustees 
of the environment for the present and succeeding generations; and providing for 
citizen participation in the decision making process [344-4(10)(A),(B)]. 
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(4) Substantially affects the economic or social welfare and cultural practices 
of the community or State; 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square does not substantially 
affect the economic or social welfare or the cultural practices of the community or State.  
The site is currently a park and the land has not been intended for uses other than 
public open space.  Through careful consideration of the Park’s valuable assets, the 
proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square elements contribute to the 
social fabric of Kulaokahu‘a and the State as a whole. 
 
(5) Substantially affects public health; 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square will not substantially 
negatively affect public health beyond the construction period.  Once completed, the 
following elements of the proposed renovation plan will benefit public health in the 
long term: 

• Paved walkways to improve access to the heart of the Park for people of all 
abilities, and to reduce soil erosion. 

• Relocated perimeter sidewalks to Park interior – Wide, shaded sidewalks are 
desired along the Victoria Street and Ward Avenue frontages to encourage 
pedestrian flow through the Thomas Square arts and cultural neighborhood.  

• Additional street trees to improve air quality, visual quality and stormwater 
retention. 

 
(6) Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects 

on public facilities; 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square does not involve 
substantial secondary impacts.  It will not contribute to a change in the local 
demographics, nor will it place a significant burden on public facilities; rather, it will 
enhance one such public facility, Thomas Square.   
 
(7) Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality; 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square does not involve a 
substantial degradation of environmental quality.  Overgrown vegetation, and uneven 
or broken concrete surfaces create hazards for Park users. Second, the ageing restrooms 
and fountain are expensive to maintain and continually repair, due to misuse and 
vandalism (restrooms) and leaf and trash debris (fountain). Many of the elements of the 
proposed renovation are to address the degradation and ageing of Park facilities. 
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(8) Is individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect on the 

environment, or involves a commitment for larger actions; 
 
The proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas Square does not contribute to a 
larger cumulative negative effect on the environment.  The act of renovating Thomas 
Square will contribute to the viability of the Park for outdoor recreation and as a visual 
amenity for both the near term and into the future. 
 
(9) Substantially affects a rare, threatened or endangered species or its habitat; 
 
In order to minimize threats to protected species, the following measures will be 
implemented with the renovation plan improvements:  
 
• To avoid impacts to young indigenous manu-o-Kū (white terns), and ‘ōpe‘ape‘a 

(Hawaiian hoary bats), tree and shrub clearing of woody plants over 15 feet tall will 
not occur during the combined breeding and pupping/fledgling seasons of February 
1 through July 31.  

• To protect seabirds that may fly over the Park, outdoor lighting will be installed 
with the following considerations: 

o Overhead lighting will be of a type that is shielded so the bulb can only be 
seen from below and use the lowest wattage bulbs possible.   

o Uplighting of vegetation will be installed such that the light is diffused by 
vegetation as opposed to casting beams into the sky. 

• To avoid predation of avian species by dogs, Honolulu’s leash laws will continue to 
be enforced in the Park, allowing for reasonable exceptions for permitted dog shows 
conducted by established kennel and obedience training clubs. 

 
(10) Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels; 
 
The master plan improvements will not detrimentally affect air, water or ambient noise 
quality in the long term.  During construction, best management practices to control 
erosion, fugitive dust and equipment noise will be employed. 
 
(11) Affects or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally 

sensitive area, such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone area, 
geologically hazardous land, estuary, freshwater, or coastal waters. 

 
Thomas Square is not located in an environmentally sensitive area but in a highly 
urbanized one. 



Thomas Square Park Renovation 
Draft Environmental Assessment – Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact 

- 7-5 - 

 
(12) Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in County or 

State plans or studies; 
 
The master plan improvements will not conflict with scenic view planes identified by 
the County in the Primary Urban Center Development Plan.   
 
(13) Requires substantial energy consumption. 
 
The proposed renovation of Thomas Square and its ultimate operation will not require 
substantial energy consumption. 
 
7.2 ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION  
 
On the basis of the above criteria, the discussion of impacts and mitigation measures 
contained in this document, the Determination Agency, the Department of Planning 
and Permitting, finds that the proposed master plan for the renovation of Thomas 
Square is not likely to have a significant effect on the environment.   
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8.0 AGENCY AND PUBLIC CONTACTS 
 
8.1 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
 
In preparing the renovation master plan, the County and their consultant team engaged 
community stakeholders to discuss the issues and demands facing the Park, as well as 
desired elements to support the renovation’s purpose.   
 
After an initial public meeting in 2013 at the Honolulu Museum of Art, the renovation 
planning process began in April, 2014, with a public meeting at Mission Memorial 
Theatre. The purpose was to gain an understanding of what the community desires 
were for the park. The meeting included presentations that provided historical 
information, live polling and an open-house to collect information, and which allowed 
the community to interact, share stories, ask questions, and provide suggestions one-on-
one with the project team.  
 
Numerous stakeholder meetings and interviews have transpired since that time to 
further hone in on particular details and nuances (see Table 5: List of Public Meetings, 
Stakeholder Meetings, & Interviews).  
 
Through the public engagement process, strong themes emerged as important to the 
community, as follows:  
 

• Most importantly, let this be a place to speak and honor the Park's history. 
• Thomas Square must have a Hawaiian Flag. 
• Represent Kauikeaouli (King Kamehameha III). 
• The Park is central to a thriving arts district and should be integral to the district 

in both form and function. 
• Return a bandstand for the Royal Hawaiian Band. 
• Tell the many stories of Thomas Square (Restoration, flag, motto, Royal 

Hawaiian Band, Banyan Trees). 
• Remove or renovate elements with chronic maintenance problems. 
• Outdoor seating areas are essential. 
• Allow space where the variety of on-going community activities can continue. 

 
Table 5 below lists the various public meetings, stakeholder meetings, and interviews 
that were conducted through the course of designing the renovation plan. 
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Table 5: List of Public Meetings, Stakeholder Meetings, & Interviews 

MEETING DATE PURPOSE 
May 13, 2013 Public meeting at Honolulu Museum of Art 
April 22, 2014 Public Meeting & Open House – Notes are included in Appendix 

A-1 
May 28, 2014 Mayor meets with representatives from neighboring institutions 
September 18, 2014 Meet with focus group related to arts and neighboring institutions  
September 18, 2014 Makiki-Tantalus Neighborhood Board: Announce project and on-

line engagement open to the public  
September 23, 2014 Downtown Neighborhood Board: Announce project and on-line 

engagement open to the public 
October 2, 2014 Downtown Neighborhood Board: Announce project and on-line 

engagement open to the public. 
December 29, 2014 Interview Royal Hawaiian Band Master 
January 26, 2015 Interview with Honolulu Museum of Art and Honolulu Museum 

of Art School Management 
February 5, 2015 Interview with CEO, Straub Hospital and Clinic 
February 20, 2015 Present concept plan to Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners 

who are also involved with development in the area 
February 28, 2015 Neighborhood institutional stakeholders 
March 13, 2015 Present concept plan to a focus group of Native Hawaiian activists 
March 30, 2015 Present concept plan to representatives of arts and neighboring 

institutions focus group 
May 28, 2015 Neighborhood Institutional stakeholders 
June 26, 2015 State Historic Preservation Division 
July 29, 2015 Meet with Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 
August 28, 2015 Neighborhood Institutional stakeholders 
September 18, 2015 Neighborhood Institutional stakeholders 
October 21, 2015 Neighborhood Institutional stakeholders 
February 5, 2016 The Outdoor Circle 
April 7, 2016 Honolulu Museum of Art 
May 5, 2016 Councilmember Kobayashi 
May 11, 2016 Councilmember Fukunaga 
May 13, 2016 Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 
May 18, 2016 Makiki Neighborhood Board 
May 23, 2016 City presents elements of preferred alternative master plan to 

public; focus on discussion of permits for park use at Neal S. 
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Blaisdell Center 
May 24, 2016 Ala Moana-Kaka‘ako Neighborhood Board 
May 31, 2016 City presents elements of preferred alternative master plan to 

public at Neal S. Blaisdell Center 
June 1, 2016 Mānoa Neighborhood Board 
June 22, 2016 Councilmember Pine 
July 5, 2016 Presentation to cultural practitioners at Mission Hearing Room 
July 7, 2016 Exceptional Tree Committee meeting 
September 14, 2016 Public Meeting at Neal S. Blaisdell Center 
 
In addition to face-to-face meetings, a website was made available during the idea-
generation portion of the planning process (August - October, 2014). The site had over 
182 site visitors with over 1,857 page views. The interactive site included questions to 
help understand how people use the park and how they would like to use the park in 
the future. See Appendix A-2. 
 
8.2 PRE-CONSULTATION  
 
As part of the Environmental Assessment process, agencies were also consulted in 
preparation for the renovation plan.  Consulted agencies are identified in the following 
table. 

Table 6: Consulted Parties 

AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS/INDIVIDUALS 

PRE-
CONSULTATION 

LETTER SENT 
COMMENT 

RECEIVED 
OEQC x x 
STATE     
Department of Accounting and General Services x x 
Department of Agriculture x   
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism x   
Hawaii Tourism Authority x x 
DBEDT - Office of Planning x x 
Department of Defense x x 
Department of Education x   
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands x   
Department of Health x x 
Department of Human Services x x 
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations x   
Department of Land and Natural Resources x x 
DLNR - Historic Preservation Division x   
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Department of Transportation x x 
Hawai‘i Housing Finance and Development Corporation x x 
Hawaii Community Development Authority x   
University of Hawaii Water Resource Research Center x   
FEDERAL     
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Honolulu District x   
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service x   
Federal Emergency Management Agency x   
Federal Highway Administration x   
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration x   
COUNTY OF HONOLULU     
Department of Community Services x x 
Department of Environmental Services x   
Department of Design and Construction x x 
Department of Facility Maintenance x   
COUNTY OF HONOLULU     
Department of Parks and Recreation x  x 
Department of Customer Services x x 
Board of Water Supply x x 
Fire Department x x 
Department of Planning and Permitting x x 
Police Department x x 
Honolulu Mayor's Office of Culture and the Arts x   
Board of Parks and Recreation x   
Department of Enterprise Services x x 
Department of Parks & Recreation x x 
Office of the Mayor x   
Royal Hawaiian Band x   
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit x   
Department of Transportation Services x x 
ELECTED OFFICIALS     
State Senator Brickwood Galuteria x   
State Representative Scott Saiki x   
County Council Member Ann Kobayashi x   
Chair Alvin Au, Neighborhood Board  (13-Downtown) x   
Chair Larry Hurst, Neighborhood Board (11-Ala 
Moana/Kaka‘ako) x   
Chair John Steelquist, Neighborhood Board (10-Makiki Lower 
Punchbowl Tantalus) x   
 Robert Finley, Neighborhood Board (9-Waikiki) x   

CITIZEN GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS, CONSULTED PARTIES     
Ali‘i Pauahi Hawaiian Civic Club x   
Aloha State Sporting Dog Association   x 
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Ballet Hawaii x   
Daughters of Hawaii x   
First Insurance Company of Hawaii x x 
First United Methodist Church x   
Hawaii Bicycling League x   
Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation x   
Hawaii Museums Association x   
Hawaii Opera Theatre x   
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. x x 
Hawaiian Telecom x x 
Historic Hawaii Foundation x x 
Honolulu Club Building x   
CITIZEN GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS, CONSULTED PARTIES     
Honolulu Hawaiian Civic Club x   
Honolulu Museum of Art x x 
Honolulu Symphony x   
Kaiser Permanente Hawaii x   
King Kamehameha Hawaiian Civic Club x   
McKinley High School x   
McKinley High School Foundation x   
Medical Arts Building x   
Oahu Intertribal Council x   
Obedience Training Club of Hawaii (OTCH) x x 
Oceanic Time Warner Cable x   
Papakōlea Hawaiian Civic Club x   
Prince Kūhio Hawaiian Civic Club x   
Princess Ka‘iulani Hawaiian Civic Club x   
Royal Order of King Kamehameha x   
Scenic Hawaii x   
Straub Hospital & Clinic x   
The Outdoor Circle x   
UH Sea Grant x   
Waikiki Hawaiian Civic Club x   
YWCA Oahu x x 
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8.3 ADDITIONAL AGENCY CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
 
The State Historic Preservation Office was consulted throughout the planning process 
because the Park is on the National Register of Historic Places. A list of meetings with 
SHPD is provided below and notes are included as Appendix A-4. 
 
MEETING DATE PURPOSE 
June 12, 2015 Pre-Consultation Meeting with SHPD architecture and 

archaeological branches, and Department of Planning and 
Permitting 

July 1, 2015 Consultation meeting with SHPD architecture branch and 
Historic Hawaii Foundation 

August 4, 2016 Consultation meeting with SHPD architecture branch 
 
The landscape design team also met on several occasions with City and County of 
Honolulu Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) staff to gain a better 
understanding of park operations and maintenance issues. 
 
MEETING DATE PURPOSE 
October 4, 2013 Park operation and maintenance concerns 
October 7, 2013 Site visit with DPR staff to discuss park operation and 

maintenance concerns 
June 12, 2014 Talk story with DPR Director and District 2 Manager 
July 11, 2014 Operations meeting 
February 4, 2015 Present concept plan to DPR Management 
 
 
 
.
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MEETING NOTES 
 

 
DATE:        APRIL 22, 2014       
 
MEETING DATE:    APRIL 22, 2014   
 
PUBLIC PRESENT:   See Sign in Sheet         
 

DISTRIBUTION:   Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu   
 
SUBJECT:     Thomas Square Master Plan 
 
 
Project Overview: 
 
Ramsey Taum served as the meeting facilitator. He welcomed everyone to the 
event and gave an overview on  the agenda  for  the evening, emphasizing  the 
activities  to  gather  input  on  the  future  of  the  park. Misty  Kela‘i  from  the 
Mayor’s  office  of Culture  and  the Arts  led  the  pule  to  honor  the  evening’s 
events and place. 
 
Ramsey  then acknowledged  that he  is  the  facilitator  for  the  evening and  the 
opportunity is to learn and hear about Thomas Square. He pointed out that the 
beginning of the evening is to ground everyone in the history of the park and 
what makes it special. One of the most important parts of the park’s history is 
when the land was returned to the Hawaiian people, the Restoration. He drew 
parallels between  the use of  the word “righteous”  in  the state motto and  the 
key effort  for  this park  to seek  the “right uses”. Ramsey emphasized  that  the 
evening  is  about  looking  to  the  future  and  honoring  our  past,  while 
recognizing  there are many uses, stakeholders, etc. He noted  further  that  the 
effort  in  revitalizing  the  park  is  to  unify  these  different  goals  and  groups. 
Additionally  he  acknowledged  that  this  meeting  is  one  of  the  first 
opportunities in revisiting the purpose for future of the park.  
 
Ramsey then addressed the importance of technology in getting some input at 
this  meeting  and  he  introduced  Livesift,  a  software  program  that  allows 
participants  to  use  their  phones,  tablets,  or  laptops  to  engage  in  group 
activities. He then  introduced Viil Lid, one of the developers, of the program. 
Ramsey then gave the audience some time to get connected to the hotspot and 
the  Livesift  activity  (paper  copies  were  handed  out  for  those  audience 
members  that  did  not  have  smart  phones  or  tablets).
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The audience  then participated  in  trivia questions  to practice using Livesift and  to “break  the 
ice”.  
 
After  the  completion  of  trivia questions Ramsey  introduced  four public  input questions  and 
asked audience members  to answer the questions honestly. He also notified  the audience  that 
these answers will be tabulated and reported back to the public.  
 
Before closing the activity, Ramsey noted the paper responses will be collected and   tabulated 
to be  included on a website  that will be rolled out as part of  the Thomas Square public  input 
process.  
 
Ramsey then introduced Chris Dacus. Chris thanked the Livesift representatives for being at the 
meeting and for helping with the Thomas Square project. He then gave a brief overview on the 
history  of  Thomas  Square  noting,  in  particular,  that  the  park  is  six  acres  and  previous 
considerations were  related  to  the  fountain,  lawn,  food,  and  comfort  station.  Chris  further 
explained  that  the  schedule  is  such  that  project will  begin  in  2015  and  there  is  currently  1 
million dollars set aside for the project. Chris then introduced PBR HAWAII, a local landscape 
architecture and planning firm  that has done a  lot of public projects, who has  the contract for 
the project. 
 
Chris emphasized that everything is up for consideration. The purpose of this meeting is to get 
bigger picture  ideas of what residents would or would not  like  to see. He also acknowledged 
that Mayor Caldwell has parks as a priority  for his administration, and within  the parks  list 
Thomas Square is a priority project.  
 
It  has  been  82  years  since  the  park was  completely  reconsidered.  Chris  acknowledged  the 
importance of the park as representing Hawai‘i’s history, the arts district, restorative healing for 
the  nearby  hospitals,  as  a  place  for  performances,  and  as  space  related  to  education  on  the 
Restoration for nearby schools.  
 
Chris then passed the microphone to Misty Kela‘i. She acknowledged her personal connection 
to  Thomas  Square  as  a  place  where  she  rode  bikes,  ate  picnics,  and  visited  the  Honolulu 
International Center  (Blaisdell Center).  She  also  learned  lessons  on Hawaiian  history  at  this 
park  letting  audience members know  that her grandparents used  to  tell her  “the king  could 
have stood where you are.”   
 
Misty then reviewed some of the important historical dates. 
 
July 31, 2013,  the 170th presentation of  the Restoration Ceremony. The  festivities started with 
the  Royal Hawaiian  Band,  followed  by  a  procession  of Royal Order  of Kamehameha,  pule, 
songs and anthems.  
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After the overview of the ceremony of 2013, Misty gave a history of the land of Thomas Square. 
The  Restoration  is  an  important  history  to Hawai‘i  because  the world  powers  of  the  time 
wanted  to  take  control  of  the  land.  In  1843, Kamehameha  III  gave  in  the  demands  of  Lord 
George Paulet of Britain. As soon as Admiral Thomas received the news he went to restore the 
lands  to a  sovereign Hawai‘i. On  July 31 Thomas  recognized Kamehameha  III as  the king of 
Hawai‘i, restoring  the kingdom as a sovereign entity. A subsequent celebration followed with 
21  gun  salutes,  and  thousands  of Hawaiians  cheering  as Kamehameha  III  rode  through  the 
crowds. At  the  location of Thomas Square  the  flags were  transferred and  the Hawaiian Flag 
debuted.  
 
After Misty  finished, Ramsey  emphasized  that Thomas  Square has  always  signified  creating 
new opportunities and new beginnings. He then introduced George Atta.  
 
George Atta told the audience that he wants to put the Thomas Square project into context with 
the surrounding urban form. He noted that the Blaisdell Center  is 50 years old and the city  is 
trying to figure out the best way to look at its future. With this in mind the city is trying to think 
of these areas, in close proximity to each other, together for their long term future. These initial 
ideas  then  led  the  department  directly  to  the  thoughts  of  an  arts  and  cultural  district, with 
emphasis on performing arts, related to the museums, Blaisdell Center, and McKinley school.  
 
George  then  acknowledged  the  existing Thomas Square  special district with  an  emphasis on 
height guidelines and view planes. He noted that the boundary of the arts and cultural district 
is still being determined based on conversations with neighbors. But the overall goal of the Arts 
and Cultural District will be to create a place where cultural events occur, an area that people 
will associate events and activities with the district.   He further emphasized that the planning 
will hopefully accommodate ideas for a vibrant district that will revitalize the area.  
 
As  was  previously  noted  the  Arts  and  Cultural  District  idea  doesn’t  currently  have  a 
predetermined  plan. He  then  noted  that  the  Urban  Land  Institute  came  to Hawai‘i  for  an 
advisory workshop which resulted with the suggestion of having Thomas Square as the center 
to the district and why he  is describing the Arts and Cultural District at this meeting. He also 
acknowledged that all the adjacent properties could be partners in creating the district, and all 
ideas for enhancing this district and Thomas Square are welcome and project coordinators look 
forward to input on these projects. 
 
Ramsey  then  took  the microphone  and  emphasized  the  importance  of  connectivity  here  in 
Hawai‘i and how  this  type of growth and center of activity/attraction can be  incorporated  for 
the project. Ramsey told an anecdote about his mentor and the center hill and what it means to 
be center in Hawai‘i Pūowaina it is used as a marker. Further, Ramsey addressed that perhaps it 
is not surprising  that  this park  is  in  the center, since  there are many ways  to get  there‐ bike, 
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drive, walk, etc. Ramsey then introduced Mark Garrity. 
 
Mark noted that it is interesting that Thomas Square is in the center of the city, and posed the 
question  “how  we  can  take  advantage  of  this  location  as  a  valuable  resource?”  He 
acknowledged that he is at the meeting to think about how we can connect the city to Thomas 
Square. Mark pointed out  that currently  the emphasis  is on moving past Thomas Square, not 
how to get there.  
 
He  then  referenced  the  Livesift  responses  from  earlier  in  the  evening  that  revealed  that  a 
majority of the respondents used the park as a place to be passed through. Mark noted that a 
goal of this project is to get beyond moving past the park and rather focus on access to the park. 
Mark’s  presentation  then  focused  on  some  projects  that  are  related  to  the  project  including 
protected bike  lanes, multiuse paths, results of  the rail walk audits, and bike share programs. 
Mark noted a current emphasis is to connect downtown towards Diamond Head. His particular 
focus  is  to  acknowledge  Thomas  Square  as  an  important  place  and making  it  an  important 
space. He said currently people use the Young Street corridor and go through the park and that 
bicycles  are  one way  to  experience  Thomas  Square.  This  led Department  of  Transportation 
Services  (DTS)  to  the  idea  of  incorporating  a  multiuse  path  through  Thomas  Square. 
Additionally, a recent Walk‐Audit went to each station to make sure the stations are accessible, 
that  there are bike paths and wider sidewalks; and  to make sure  transportation  infrastructure 
can accommodate the number of people that will be coming and going from the rail station. The 
walk audits showed that Thomas Square is within walking distance of a rail stop and that bike 
sharing would be a good public transportation option to increase connectivity.  
 
Mark also addressed the King Street protected bike lane as a priority project (hopefully will be 
completed by December 2013) that will go between Thomas Square and the Blaisdell. He said it 
will  be  2 miles  long  and will make  it  easier  for  people  to  choose  this way  as  a  route  for 
transportation. Mark  ended his presentation by noting  that  the  emphasis  is not moving  cars 
past Thomas Square, but instead is focusing on a way to bring people to the square. 
 
Chris Dacus then came back up to the microphone to give a more comprehensive history of the 
park. He noted that three important things came out of the restoration; the state motto, the state 
flag debuted, and the legacy of the restoration ceremony. He acknowledged his hope that there 
are opportunities to tell those stories through elements of design in this upgrade of the park.  
 
He also emphasized the historical importance of this park nationwide; it is the 10 park west of 
Mississippi  and  the  28th  in  the nation.   Chris  followed  by  going  through  each phase  of  the 
park’s history as outlined below: 
 

 Privy Council 1830’s‐ the park just had granite posts on the corner, there was grass, 
but it was not flat. 
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 People didn’t start moving into this area until 1870’s when water was brought down 
from Makiki.  

 April 7, 1887‐ park was made with water pumped to it, Robert Sterling, architect of 
the kingdom designed it with a band stand in the center of the park (Royal Hawaiian 
Band played nearly weekly  for 30‐40 years  in  this park), design was  symmetrical, 
with 34 benches, and this is when the four banyans were planted. Overall there were 
8 entrances, graceful curves, and sanded paths to every part of the park.  

 1932‐ Thompson  and Thompson‐  this design wiped  everything  clean,  except  they 
kept the banyan trees. The 18 feet of slope was altered to create a more flat park and 
the  focus of  the center went  from a bandstand  to a pool. Many  trees were planted 
and  the walkway design became a British union  jack. More  than 34 benches were 
added. During  this  time  the park  got  a  lot  of use  because  there was no A/C  and 
fountain was shaded‐ kids would also play in this area. 

 1941‐1945‐ WWII,  the  park  became  the  site  of  army  barracks  but  once  soldiers 
vacated the park it was not left in the best conditions. 

 1967‐  George Walters  did  a minor  renovation  of  the  park,  enlarging  the  central 
paving area,  increasing  the number of benches; straightening paths, and  removing 
the central planting beds. Thomas Wells also designed the comfort station.  

Chris  emphasized  that,  essentially,  the  park  is  still  a  1931  design  and  2018  will  be  175th 
anniversary of  restoration day. Historically Thomas Square has been able  to  evolve with  the 
times, however the park design is currently 83 years old. The hope for the meeting is that ideas 
are gathered to adapt it to the kind of uses that people want to see the park accommodate in the 
future, in a way that can honor the past. He noted again that at this meeting the audience can 
express what  is  important  to  them going  forward.   Chris emphasized  that no decisions have 
been made and that’s why everyone is at the meeting. 

 
Ramsey  then  got  the microphone  back  and  acknowledged  all  the  different  factors  that may 
come to play, and pointing out that there may be conflicting ideas but the meeting is set up to 
find out what is most important.  
 
Ramsey  then gave an overview of  the activities and welcomed everyone  to head up  stairs  to 
participate  and  contribute  to  the  ideas, design  themes,  or  concepts‐  especially  the  categories 
audience  members  are  most  interested  in.



Welcome & 
Introductions 

Ramsay Taum  

Pule  Misty Kela‘i   
Meeting Goals & 
Creating Environment to 
Achieve Goals 

Ramsay Taum  Livesift  trivia  questions  and  community 
input questions 

 Addressed schedule for the evening 
 Speakers, topics, and his role as facilitator 

Project Overview  Chris Dacus   Dimensions of the park 
 Previous ideas that the park represented 
 Importance  of  the  Restoration  Ceremony, 

State  Motto,  and  State  Flag  at  the  site  of 
Thomas Square 

Historical Significance  Misty Kela‘i   Spoke of her personal connection growing up 
near  the  park  and  learning  about  Hawaii’s 
history at Thomas Square 

 Explained  the  Restoration  history  in  more 
depth  and  the  commemoration  ceremonies 
that have followed 

Blaisdell Arts & Culture  George Atta   Discussed  the  idea  of  an Arts  and  Cultural 
District  in  Honolulu,  the  potential 
boundaries,  nearby  facilities  and  potential 
users 

Department of 
Transportation Services 

Mark Garrity   Overview  of  nearby  DTS  projects  that  will 
affect transportation to, through, and around 
Thomas Square 

 Discussed protected bike  lanes, multi‐modal 
paths, the rail stop, bike share, and roadways 

Evolution of Landscape  Chris Dacus   Gave  an  overview  on  the  history  of  the 
physical  development  of  Thomas  Square, 
including major planning and redevelopment 
of it at various times 

 Related  the  history  of  the  plan  to  current 
efforts  to  revitalize  it  (current  form  is  not 
historic) 

Public Feedback Exercise  Everyone!  All  audience members were  invited  upstairs  to 
participate in activities relating to: 

 History and Historic Features 
 The Arts District 
 Circulation and Connectivity 
 Health and Wellness 
 Facilities and Safety 
 Expression 
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Results of Community Input 

 

Livesift Activity 

 

Livesift is a software program that allows participants to use their phones, tablets, or laptops to 
engage in group activities. The Livesift activity was incorporated during the informational 
portion of the event in the auditorium. During the event a series of trivia questions were asked 
to meeting participants to ensure everyone was appropriately connected with the software, the 
audience was then asked four questions directly related to Thomas Square. For those audience 
members that did not have access to the digital platform, hard copies were handed out in order 
to gather their responses as well. The four questions are listed below with the response options 
and number of participant responses for each category. 
 
Question 1: I use the Thomas Square project area (the park and the adjacent sidewalks): 
 
Response Options:  Participant Responses 

A. Daily  •• 
B. Weekly  • 
C. Monthly  • 
D. Yearly  •• 

  • (every once in a while) 
E. Never  • 

 
Question 2: Most often, I go to Thomas Square for this purpose (choose the one activity you do 
the most): 
 
Response Options:  Participant Responses 

A. Pass through on my way to 
somewhere else 

••• 

B. To relax  • 
C. To express an opinion   
D. To practice cultural activities   
E. To exercise myself or my pet  •• 
F. Some other reason  • (potluck/de‐occupy Honolulu Every 

Sunday) 
• (craft fair, plant sale) 
• 
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Question 3: What improvement would make it easier for you to get to the park (select your top 
choice): 
 
Response Options:  Participant Responses 

A. Improved road crossings   
B. Better bike access   
C. Lighting  ••• 
D. ADA accessibility  • (take away planters) 
E. Sidewalk improvements   
F. Parking  •• 

 
  (I have no problem getting there) 
 
Question 4: Rank the following. Considering the presentations you just heard and your 
interests, what are your most important priorities for park improvements? 
 
Response Options:  Participant Responses 

  Participant A:  B:  C:  D:  E:  F:  G:  H: 

A. Tell the park’s 
historical story 

  2    4    5  1  3 

B. Reflect the park’s 
legacy of self‐
expression 

  6    5    4  3  4 

C. Make the park a safer 
place 

  1    3  1  1  5  1 

D. Add a food 
concessionaire 

  5    6    6  Cros

s out 
6 

E. Upgrade the bathroom 
facilities 

  4  •  1  2  2  2  5 

F. Add new park 
furnishings (i.e. 
benches) 

•  (take away 
planters) 

3  •  2    3  4  2 
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Following the series of presentations on Thomas Square, all audience members were invited 
upstairs to participate in activities relating to History and Historic Features, The Arts District, 
Circulation and Connectivity, Health and Wellness, Facilities and Safety, and Expression in 
Thomas Square. Each activity was stationed at a separate table. The tables were manned by 
representatives from the planning committee to explain the activities and discuss topics with 
participants. The activities related to each of the categories are further explained below. Please 
note that public comments were documented without corrections to grammatical or spelling (English or 

Hawaiian).. 

 
Activity 1: History and Historic Features 

 
Participants were invited to complete a comment card answering the question “What physical 
features of the park do you feel would best honor the Restoration Ceremony, State Motto, and State Flag? 

Please share your idea(s) here:” This station had a copy of the State Motto and an image of the 
State Flag for participants to reference as needed. The results for the comment card questions 
are organized into the chart below. Additional comments follow the chart of responses. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Free Speech Area  • 
No Planters  •• 
Park Furnishings (benches, bathrooms, places 
to eat and read) 

•• 

Statue(s)  ••• 
Plaques telling the history of the park  ••• 
British Union Jack Pattern  • 
Flag Pole  •• 
Fountain  •• 
Banyan Trees  • 
Rose Garden (commemorating Queen 
Victoria) 

• 

Preserve Thompson & Thompson Design  •• 
Coral Pathways  • 
Significant Trees  • 
Box Hedges  • 
Gateway(s) at entrances  • 
Band Stand in the center of park  • 
 
Comments:  

 Statue of Adam Thomas on Beretania Street, and Kamehameha III on King Street 
 Flag Pole with bronze plaque with history of restoration 
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 Statue of Kamehameha III riding a horse into the square 
 Do not widen or pave paths, or straighten or add new bike paths within the park. Keep 

new or increased bike use to the perimeter 
 Any signage, sculpture, or permanent installation should be minimal and harmonious or 

classic. Avoid jarring signs, lighting, or permanent changes, bur prioritize uses that are 
active, reversible, and temporary. 

 All/any modifications need to respect & be harmonious with preserving design. 
 Historic properties need to be protected by applying the secretary of the “interior 

standards for the treatment of historic properties” 
 No cars and trucks in park 
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Activity 2: Arts District 

 
Participants were invited to complete a comment card answering the question “What physical 
development or activities would you recommend at Thomas Square to positively contribute to the 

surrounding arts district? Write or draw them below:” During discussions they were also asked to 
reference a map of the proposed Arts District boundaries. 
 
The results for the comment card questions are organized into the chart below. Additional 
comments follow the chart of responses. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Café/Coffee Shop  • 
Programming:   

 City & County Rec Classes at Park (ex: 
sketching, painting, etc) 

• 

 With Arts School and/or Museum  • 
 Health Facilities and related activities  • 

Events   
 Weekly Concerts  • 
 Monthly movies in the park  • 
 Craft Fairs/Quilt Shows  • 
 Art in the Park  • 
 Cultural Festivals  • 
 Blaisdell Theater Performances  • 

Shade Trees  • 
Bike Racks  • 
Cleanliness  • 
Physical connections across roadways  •• 
Dedicated area for performances  • 

 
Comments:  

 It may be more important to activate the uses and frontages across the streets from 
the park. Then the park can serve as general open space, passive use space for those 
in the area 

 The ‘arts district’ needs to respect and enhance the historic district, using and 
building on existing resources first. NBC should be evaluated for historic and 
architectural significance and existing buildings included in the development plan, 
especially the concert hall and possibly the arena and exhibit hall. (The parking 
garage could go). The scale of any infill or additions should be human‐sized (no 
high‐rises or out of scale bulk buildings). 
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 How will yet another urban arts district fit into the city as a whole? Chinatown is 
already developing into an arts center and Kakaako claims to be the next vibrant 
urban option. Does Honolulu have enough demand for all 3 areas to be revitalized 
(plus Waikiki) or will the efforts diffuse and cancel each other? 
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Activity 3: Multimodal Circulation 

 

This activity incorporated two sections; the first an interactive mapping activity, the second a 
comment card response. 
 

Mapping Activity 

Participants were asked to look at a map in order to mark how they get to and through the park, 
and to identify what parts of the park they use. Participants placed sticky dots on a map or 
drew their paths directly on the map posters.  
 
The results for the mapping activities are in the following images. 

   
 

Comment Cards 

After participating in the mapping activities, participants were invited to fill out a comment 
card answering the questions “With respect to transportation, where are your areas of concern? (For 
example: connections to and from park; entries to park, park paths & circulation; conflicts between 

bicyclists and pedestrians, etc?)” and “Do you have a suggestion to improve your area of concern? If so, 
please share it here:”  
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The results for the comment card questions are organized into the chart below. Additional 
comments follow the chart of responses. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Barn Dance Intersections  •• 
Bike connection (through park or on King St)  •••• 
Paved pathways in park  • 
Sidewalks open to public  • 
Fountain into center stage  • 
Wider sidewalks  •• 
Shaded sidewalks (trees)  • 
Trim hedges next to sidewalks  • 
More narrow streets  • 

 
Comments:  

 Close Victoria Street from Young‐Beretania and connect the park w/ art school. 
Easier access for pedestrians and bicyclists to enter from Young Street. 

 It is difficult to realize the Hotel Young St Corridor due to crossings at Alapai, Ward, 
Thomas Square, and Victoria. 

 Bike Lane should be off the street 
 Fountain be made into center stage area for free speech and art with concrete 

bleachers instead of fountain 
 Posted park hours of operation which are clearly posted 
 As sidewalks are widened and bike lanes added they should use traffic lanes rather 

than green space or setbacks. The curb line should move into the streets (narrowing 
the road) and not take any land from the park, NBC, or adjacent parcels. 

 Protected bike lanes are a good idea, possibly on Beretania. Should be prioritized 
over adding a new bike path inside Thomas Square. All bike use should be on the 
perimeter not through the park. All paths inside the park should retain or restore 
historic material, such as gravel or crushed coral, and not add pavement or asphalt. 
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Activity 4: Health and Wellness 

 

Sticky dot Exercise 

At this station participants were asked to place a sticky dot in each box that represents an 
element they feel promotes Health and Wellness in Thomas Square. The results for the activity 
are in the following image and chart. 
 

 
 

Response Options:  Participant Responses 
Healing Garden  ••••••••• 
Traditional healing Plants in the Landscape  •••••••••••••••••• 
Walking Paths  •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Exercise Equipment  •••••••••••• 
Pet Waste Bags  ••••• 
Other:  ••••• 
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Comment Cards 

After participating in the sticky dot exercise participants were invited to provide additional 
comments by filling out a comment card answering the questions “Are there other health and 
wellness elements that you would favor for Thomas Square? Do you have any additional specific 

comments relating to health and wellness?” The results for the comment card questions are 
organized into the chart below. Additional comments follow the chart of responses. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Seating  •• 
Programmed activities  • 
Free Speech area  • 
Community Garden  • 
Pest Control (fleas)  • 
Cleanliness  • 
Strict Rules and Enforcement*  • 
 
Comments:  

 Free speech area in place of fountain. Public use of fountain has been limited because of 
no water. Made into a community soapbox, area would help in mental strength of the 
community and give an area for expression. 

 Facet of spiritual wellness is ability to express Hawaiian sovereignty. 
 * Strict rules and enforcement of animals in the park, specifically dogs. While it is 

currently used for dog training and other dog related events, the park should require 
that dogs must be kept on a leash that is being held by the respective owner. Current 
laws only require dogs to be on a leash, but doesn’t require the owner of the dog to hold 
on to the leash. Also strict penalties must be enforced on dog owners that don’t pick up 
their animal’s waste. 
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Activity 5: Facilities and Safety 

 

At this station participants were invited to complete a comment card answering the question 
“As a user (or potential user) of the park, what facility or safety improvements would enhance your 

experience?” If participants got stuck during discussions, they were asked to reference a photo 
collage poster of existing conditions (while recognizing that the photo collage is limited in 
scope).  
 
The results for the comment card questions are organized into the chart below. Additional 
comments follow the chart of responses. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Maintain grass/foliage  •• 
Modify Restroom (upgrade and maintain)  ••••• 
Clear sightlines  •• 
Clear Pathways  • 
Sufficient/Better Lighting  ••••••• 
Modify fountain space  ••• 
Posted rules  • 
Repair walkways  •• 
24 hour bathrooms/accessibility  •• 
Reopen sidewalks (no planters)  ••• 
Monitor with camera  • 
Police monitoring  •• 
Picnic areas  •• 
Water fountains (to drink)  • 
ADA Compliance  • 
Stage area  • 
Benches  • 
Onsite eatery  • 

 
Comments:  

 Clear sightlines in, out, and through the park 
 2 sets of restroom facilities 
 Better utilize central fountain space as a ‘something else’ central space 
 Creation and posting of park use rules‐ taking into consideration the variety of uses and 

shaping rules to protect the equal enjoyment of the park for all users. Consistent 
enforcement of posted rules. 

 Thin and continued maintenance of the historic banyan trees‐ the thickness of the 
branches and dangling roots block the light and makes it feel isolated/no one will see if 
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something bad happens. The thinning of the banyan trees at the palace grounds is a 
great example of how to make trees look better, healthier, and less creepy! 

 Consider having posted park hours… then if the park is closed at night, overnight 
campers can be asked to leave. 

 Bushes need to go, non‐natives should go 
 Access through the park in off‐daylight hours is important 
 Bug spray the park/ dog poo makes a lot of flies 
 Triple restroom facilities 
 A flowering fountain 

 

   



Meeting Notes and Community Input Results 

Thomas Square Master Plan Public Meeting 

Mission Memorial Auditorium April 22, 2014 

 

Activity 6: Thomas Square and Expression 

 

Once again, participants were invited to complete a comment card answering the question 
“What do you envision as a space for public expression? Please share your idea(s) in words or drawings 

here:” The results for the comment card questions are organized into the chart below. Additional 
comments follow the chart of responses, followed by a photo of the only card incorporating a 
drawn response. 
 

Responses  Number of each Response 

Do not encourage  •• 
Focal point  • 
Clear site lines  • 
Relate space to neighboring activities  • 
Permanent “presentation space”*  •••• 
Free speak zone  • 
Improve comfort stations  • 
Concession Stands  • 
Wall with history of the Square  • 
Flag pole  • 
Improve fountain  • 
 
Comments:  

 Is this in response to the de‐occupy movement that is centered at Thomas Square? Does 
Thomas Square HAVE to be the DESIGNATED public expression park? Perhaps this 
isn’t the only place public expression should be encouraged… certainly if the public 
wants to express en mass they can apply for a use permit and express all they want, but 
don’t encourage this space as the “air your beef with the world”‐ a spot at Honolulu 
Hale or Capitol would be more appropriate. 

 Public expression should not mean occupying the sidewalk with tents and people 
camping out 

 *soap box, amphitheater, 
 Amphitheater‐ various acceptable public expression; Political expression, musical 
 Thomas Square should always be available to those who practice the cultural and media 

arts. The southeast corner (Victoria and King Street) is an open venue for those showing 
media. The Beretania side would be ideal for cultural public events, which has a natural 
stage for these performances. 

 Hawai‘i’s culture is preserved with song and dance. An elevated area‐ preferable 40’ x 
40’‐ grass or paved‐ covered that would act as a performance venue for hula, music, 
concerts, theater, art displays, gatherings, parties, celebrations, etc. If it’s covered, more 



Meeting Notes and Community Input Results 

Thomas Square Master Plan Public Meeting 

Mission Memorial Auditorium April 22, 2014 

 

will make use of it as a guarantee to host the event despite the inclement weather 
possibilities. 
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On-line Public Engagement 
With the knowledge that a mere 6.7% of Hawai‘i residents participate in public meetings, the City and 

County of Honolulu and PBR HAWAII project team sought to provide alternative venues to give people 

who might otherwise be overlooked or overshadowed a voice in the planning process. To that end, an 

on-line public engagement platform was provided.  The goal for on-line engagement was to find a way to 

reach the people who cannot or will not attend public meetings, but have important contributions to 

make to the planning process.  

The team utilized the on-line engagement platform provided by MindMixer and established a project 

web presence at http://thomassquare.mindmixer.com.  The site was launched on August 14, 2014.   

 

Figure 1 Project Website 

 

As of October, 2014, activity at the Thomas Square Master Plan website has included 182 site visitors 

with over 1,857 page views.   

  

http://thomassquare.mindmixer.com/


 

 

On the website, participants have responded to poll questions and shared unique ideas.  

  



  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
[Page Left Intentionally Blank]



Thomas Square Renovation Plan 

On-Line Engagement Results 

Idea Question Results 
The table below documents ideas submitted on the project website in response to questions regarding arts and culture, the surrounding neighborhood, safety and security, spaces for expression and general ideas about enhancement of the park experience. 
Note that the comments have not been altered in any way (including typographical/spelling errors).  

Table 1 Public Idea Submissions 

Topic Name Idea Title Idea Summary Author 

Would you favor more 
programmed arts and 
cultural events in the 
park? If yes, tell us what 
would you like to see. 

Have the Square be an extension of the museums & Blaisdell 
Extent our thinking and planning to create more outdoor space for art, sculpture, installations, and shows.  Create inviting places, like cafe carts with 
tables and umbrellas for conversations and meetings. . . an outdoor "art" center for the whole community. Patricia J 

leisurely group bike loop ride start/finish at the park, movies! 

Combine two things friends of mine had organized in the past:  Holoholo ride and Bike-In Theater.  Gather, say monthly, at the park, ride down King on 
the new cycle track to Isenberg, return via Beretania (even better after repaving and restriping complete) down and back on Hotel to River and 
returning through Capitol grounds.  Back at park, show family friendly movie, have some vendors, music, etc.  Parking at Blaisdell, etc for those that 
need. JONATHAN L 

Festivals Arts, crafts and cultural festivals. Amy W 

Outdoor sculpture Garden Hopefully material used would also be vandal resistant. I am optimistic that outdoor art will be respected by the general public if it is good art. William K 

How can Thomas Square 
positively contribute to 
the surrounding arts 
district? 

The entire square should be bordered by cycle tracks. 

The Young Street bikeway is a flawed idea.  Sharrows are not understood by motorists (or most cyclists) and have questionable legal status.  For the 
casual rider or tourist, Young is better than King or Beretania, but the signal timing, width constrictions, and busy traffic make it a much slower option 
than King/Beretania for commuters and people who are using bikes as car replacements.  Thomas Square should NOT have a bikepath through the 
center--it's a quiet, historical place--especially the shady area by the fountain.  However, the surrounding paths should definitely connect with the Arts 
District destinations and beyond to UH, Waikiki, Chinatown, etc. JONATHAN L 

Larger areas at corners for crossings & blurred park edges 
The sidewalks are too narrow because of the planters. The King St corners are too small for people waiting to cross to Blaisdell. The mock orange 
hedge does not make the park feel inviting, so having a less defined park edge would help with extending what's on the sidewalk into the park. Grace Z 

Work w/organizations to create Arts Showcase events 

I work with Hawaii Opera Theatre and in addition to our main-stage productions, we have a very excellent Education Department, which has multiple 
programs that could be a part of a larger Arts Showcase events.  Our Education Team has a Touring Show, Opera Studios, and more available.   
A showcase event could either focus on one organization or multiple, as a way to cross-promote and show the relationship between what is going on 
in Hawaii Arts. 
In addition to Hawaii Opera Theatre, HMoa, McKinley, all who have different programs, there is also Ballet Hawaii just a block away from Thomas 
Square.   
An Arts Showcase could be extended beyond the area highlight nearby organizations such as HTY, The Arts at Mark's Garage, and Pow Wow Hawaii.  
This would expose the community at large (in addition to existing supporters and audience) to what is available in this area. 
It could also share with the community elements of our organizations besides what we are "known for." Jason W 

Incorporate Thomas Square and surrounding arts district as a 

significant historical/arts stop along a walking trail (or trolley stop) like the Freedom Trail in Boston (call it the King's trail).  Starting at the Capitol/Iolani 
Palace, visiting the rock near the Archives, King statue, courthouse, church, Mission Houses, Honolulu Hale, proceed down King Street, Thomas Square, 
arts district, Blaisdell coconut grove and King (Elvis).  Increased visitors to the area would stimulate increased retail/restaurants and foot traffic to 
Thomas Square could generate support for a food kiosk/concession  (sell a book on Thomas Square history Tracy K 

Create destinations within the park to attract visitors Instal art and provide seating, pathways and cafes to attract visitors and encourage them to stay awhile. Simon C 
Put large scale sulptures in it. large sculptures Jesse K 

Thomas Square La Plaza! 

In many cities in Europe and Latin America, La plaza or central plaza is a convening space, people identify their city and the spatial arrangements of it 
from knowing where the plaza is. It is used by people of all ages and all backgrounds. Thomas Square needs to be a more open space, with a better 
feeling of safety and possible uses. Cate H 

Make this an inviting open space! 

I frequently walk by this park on my way to the museums or to a concert. If this park were landscaped, with lighting, benches, water features, bike 
racks, etc., it would be an inviting place for people to picnic or sit and wait for events at the art venues. In its current condition, it's a disgrace. And the 
homeless and druggies who hang out there and the dim lighting make it an unsafe place. I have been verbally assaulted walking by. It could be 
fabulous! Janice M 

We need to improve the pedestrian flow from Blaisdell 

We need to improve the pedestrian flow from Blaisdell to the Museum. Xring in the middle of the park both on King and Beretania .. and then a nice 
walk through the park. This coupled with a food concession with high end AND low end food (coffee) would make a HUGE difference. Everything else 
can flow from this .. make the place less dangerous at night (particularly) and more appealing in the day .. it sure needs work. Roger D 

family friendly better lighting, safer to walk through, playground for kids in the area Amy W 

Improve Public Parking 

It would be possible to design a modest layout of parking stalls at grade level spaced and landscaped so people can still enjoy park activities, the pool 
and fountain and the priceless mature trees. To make up for what land is taken by parking erect an elevated landscaped park level with pukas to 
accommodate the lower trees and let light filter to the lower level. There is a good prototype example in the parking and green space at our Civic 
Center, City Office Tower, Police Station and  Honolulu Hale. William K 
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Topic Name Idea Title Idea Summary Author 

What physical features 
of the park do you feel 
would best honor the 
Restoration Ceremony, 
State Motto, and State 
Flag? 

restore the paths that delineate the stripes of the flag 

The park had paths such that from above it has the pattern of the state flag.  
These could be highlighted with permeable pavers, wheelchair friendly, leading to a similarly "paved" apron around the central fountain.  Then the 
shady area there could be improved with benches and lighting.  I would like to see cycletracks on King and Beretania, not cutting through the park.  A 
kiosk or maybe statue with placards could tell the history.  I propose that this (and all public parks) have onsite residential caretakers, and that edible 
vegetables be part of the plantings.  The caretakers would live in a simple structure and have responsibility for some of the maintenance and security 
presence in exchange for the free rent. JONATHAN L 

Flag Pole flag pole with Hawaiian flag and plaque with above history. Amy W 

As a user (or potential 
user) of the park, what 
facility or safety 
improvements would 
enhance your 
experience? 

Lighting and caretaker presence, possibly enhanced by tech 

I previously mentioned the idea of allowing resident caretakers.  The park could be lit somewhat to allow evening use (maybe not overnight though).  
There could be al fresco dining and cafes on the surrounding Arts buildings' lawns, and maybe even something in the park itself, so that after the show 
or exhibition or film, it would be possible and safe to take a stroll in the park and sit for a while by the fountain.  Caretakers could be augmented in 
their security presence by video capturing image and sounds. JONATHAN L 

Multi-use path and interpretative signage 

A multi-use path connecting Young St. and South Hotel St. would be great. This would provide increased use of the park. There should also be 
interpretative signage designed to inform and engage those passing through the park - this would lead to greater understanding and appreciation of 
the park.  
 
Thomas Square is part of the Lei of Parks, this connection should be developed!!! With signage and park improvements and connecting greenways the 
Lei of Parks has the potential to bring the invaluable park experience to both tourists and the hundreds of thousands of residents that live in close 
proximity to it. Daniel A 

A multi-use path through the park to connect the Young St Is about making Thomas Square a place but also make it part of a network connecting the city Cate H 

Lighting and policing Lighting will be essential for evening use. And it will be essential to police this park regularly to keep out the homeless. Janice M 
walkways and bathrooms Better walkways and improved bathrooms..... also better lighting. Amy W 

What do you envision as 
a space for public 
expression? have a designated area for that 

The pedestrian mall adjacent to the main modern Art museum of Paris was an informal debate and gathering area each afternoon.  You can join in, just 
listen, or walk around.  The picture below from streetview shows this area, and the gatherings usually are in the lower left corner. JONATHAN L 
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THOMAS SQUARE PARK RENOVATION

Pre‐Consultation 

Agencies/Organizations/Individuals
Pre-Consultation 

Letter Sent
Comment 
Received

OEQC x x
STATE
Department of Accounting and General Services x x
Department of Agriculture x
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism x
Hawaii Tourism Authority x x
DBEDT - Office of Planning x x
Department of Defense x x
Department of Education x
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands x
Department of Health x x
Department of Human Services x x
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations x
Department of Land and Natural Resources x x
DLNR - Historic Preservation Division x
Department of Transportation x x
Hawai‘i Housing Finance and Development Corporation x x
Hawaii Community Development Authority x
University of Hawaii Water Resource Research Center x
FEDERAL
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Honolulu District x
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service x
Federal Emergency Management Agency x
Federal Highway Administration x
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration x
COUNTY OF HONOLULU
Department of Community Services x x
Department of Environmental Services x
Department of Design and Construction x x
Department of Facility Maintenance x
Department of Parks and Recreation x
Department of Customer Services x x
Board of Water Supply x x
Fire Department x x
Department of Planning and Permitting x x
Police Department x x
Honolulu Mayor's Office of Culture and the Arts x
Board of Parks and Recreation x
Department of Enterprise Services x x
Department of Parks & Recreation x x
Office of the Mayor x
Royal Hawaiian Band x
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit x
Department of Transportation Services x x
ELECTED OFFICIALS
State Senator Brickwood Galuteria x
State Representative Scott Saiki x
County Council Member Ann Kobayashi x
Chair Alvin Au, Neighborhood Board  (13-Downtown) x
Chair Larry Hurst, Neighborhood Board (11-Ala Moana/Kaka‘ako) x
Chair John Steelquist, Neighborhood Board (10-Makiki Lower Punchbowl Tantalus) x
 Robert Finley, Neighborhood Board (9-Waikiki) x



THOMAS SQUARE PARK RENOVATION

Pre‐Consultation 

Agencies/Organizations/Individuals
Pre-Consultation 

Letter Sent
Comment 
Received

CITIZEN GROUPS/INDIVIDUALS, CONSULTED PARTIES
Ali‘i Pauahi Hawaiian Civic Club x

Aloha State Sporting Dog Association x
Ballet Hawaii x
Daughters of Hawaii x
First Insurance Company of Hawaii x x
First United Methodist Church x
Hawaii Bicycling League x
Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation x
Hawaii Museums Association x
Hawaii Opera Theatre x
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. x x
Hawaiian Telecom x x
Historic Hawaii Foundation x x
Honolulu Club Building x
Honolulu Hawaiian Civic Club x
Honolulu Museum of Art x x
Honolulu Symphony x
Kaiser Permanente Hawaii x
King Kamehameha Hawaiian Civic Club x
McKinley High School x
McKinley High School Foundation x
Medical Arts Building x
Oahu Intertribal Council x
Obedience Training Club of Hawaii (OTCH) x x
Oceanic Time Warner Cable x
Papakōlea Hawaiian Civic Club x
Prince Kūhio  Hawaiian Civic Club x
Princess Ka‘iulani Hawaiian Civic Club x
Royal Order of King Kamehameha x
Scenic Hawaii x
Straub Hospital & Clinic x
The Outdoor Circle x
UH Sea Grant x
Waikiki Hawaiian Civic Club x
YWCA Oahu x x







 

 

 

October 8, 2016 

 

 

Scott Glenn 

Director 

State of Hawai‘i 

Office of Environmental Quality Control 

235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Glenn, 

  

Thank you for your agency’s letter dated June 1, 2015 (Ref. No. OEQC 15-063 Thomas 

Square Park, I-0155), regarding the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

We acknowledge your agency’s comment that the solicitation for comments did not 

include a description of the renovation plan. Solicitation of comments prior to 

conceptual design of the renovation plan served a valuable purpose in identifying 

stakeholders and their concerns for the Park.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your agency’s letter 

will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Douglas Murdock 

Comptroller 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Accounting and General Services 

P.O. Box 119 

Honolulu, HI  96810-0119 

 

Attn: Ms. Gayle Takasaki, Public Works Division 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Murdock,  

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated May 28, 2015 (Reference Number 

(P)1129.5), regarding pre-assessment consultation for the Thomas Square Park 

Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

you have no comment about the renovation to offer at this time.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Leo R. Asuncion 

Acting Director 

State of Hawai‘i 

Office of Planning 

P.O. Box 2359 

Honolulu, HI  96804 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Asuncion, 

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 19, 2015 (Ref. No. P-14782), regarding the 

Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

We acknowledge that the Office of Planning (OP) is the lead agency for the Hawai‘i 

CZM Program. The Draft EA will reference the definition of the coastal zone given in 

the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) §205A-1, and will discuss the renovation in terms 

of its consistency with the relevant CZM objectives and policies set forth in HRS 

§205A-2, including recreational resources, historic resources, scenic and open space 

resources, economic uses, managing development, and public participation. 

 

The Draft EA will also address the consistency of the renovation with respect to 

relevant objectives, policies, and priority guidelines in the Hawai‘i State Plan (HRS 

Chapter 226, the Hawai‘i State Planning Act). 

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following response. 

 

1. The Draft EA will discuss the park’s green infrastructure capacity in terms of 

stormwater management. 

 

2. The Draft EA will discuss the potential for park landscaping to be designed to 

increase its capacity for microclimate cooling and climate change mitigation. 

 

3. The Draft EA will discuss project compliance with HRS Chapter 6E, related 

to historic preservation, and the CZM objective and policies for historic 

resources contained in HRS §§205A-2(b) and (c). The Draft EA will identify 

any cultural resources and cultural practices associated with the property, and 

discuss the impact of the proposed renovation on identified cultural resources 

and practices as well as proposed mitigation measures. The Draft EA will also   



Mr. Leo R. Asuncion  

SUBJECT: PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 
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discuss how historical references to the cultural geography of the area will be 

incorporated in the park redesign/renovation and any proposed programming. 

 

4. The Draft EA will consider the impacts of and alternatives for incorporating and 

facilitating the aspirations of the Blaisdell Center Master Plan through the Thomas 

Square Park Renovation. With its proximity to the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, the 

Honolulu Museum of Art, and also the emerging arts scene in Kaka‘ako, the County 

aims to improve the Park to facilitate the continued vitality of the arts district.  The 

renovations to Thomas Square will help it become a hub for arts and culture, with 

improved,  and more secure facilities that will foster a wide diversity of cultural, 

artistic, recreational, and humanities-oriented programming and activities.  As a 

public, centralized gathering space open to all members of the community, and as a 

significant cultural resource in public ownership, the Park will feature artistic, 

cultural, and recreational programming that provides all segments of Hawai‘i’s 

population with the opportunity to enjoy and participate in creative arts and 

recreation. 

  

5. The Draft EA will discuss the potential for greater park usage in the future due to (1) 

user access via rail transit, and (2) an increase in regional residential population 

resulting from TOD projects in Kaka‘ako and around other planned rail stops. The 

EA will also discuss how park redesign and renovation will improve access to and 

through the park. 

 

6. The Draft EA will also discuss the potential impacts of creating safe, high-quality 

access for pedestrians and non-vehicular park users on traffic management on major 

arterials and roads bounding the park.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included 

in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Brigadier General Arthur J. Logan  

State of Hawai‘i  

Department of Defense 

3949 Diamond Head Road 

Honolulu, HI  96816-4495 

 

Attn: Mr. Lloyd Maki, Assistant Chief Engineering Officer 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear General Logan,  

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 5, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

the Department of Defense has no comments to offer relative to the project. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Laura Leialoha Phillips McIntyre, AICP 

Program Manager 

Environmental Planning Office 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Health 

P.O. Box 3378 

Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. McIntyre,  

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 17, 2015 (EPO 15-140), regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we appreciate your 

Department’s support for the proposed renovation and your characterization of Thomas 

Square as an “important community park.” The following are our responses to your 

recommendations and suggestions: 

 

1. As recommended, the Standard Comments on the Department of Health’s Land 

Use Planning Review website were reviewed for applicability to the proposed 

Thomas Square Park renovation. 

 

2. Also, the various resources available via the Hawai‘i Environmental Health 

Portal website were reviewed for applicability to the project. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Scott Nakasone, Assistant Division Administrator 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Human Services 

Benefit, Employment & Support Services Division 

820 Mililani Street, Suite 606 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Nakasone, 

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 2, 2015 (Re: 15-0279), regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA). As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge 

your comments about the project and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that a Department of Human Services (DHS) licensed group child 

care preschool at the First Methodist Church located at the corner of Victoria Street and 

Beretania Street, across from Thomas Square Park, may be affected by the proposed 

renovation. The Draft EA will include a discussion on the potential impacts on this 

child care facility. After the Park undergoes renovation, many of the health and safety 

issues at Thomas Square (overgrown vegetation, uneven or broken concrete walking 

surfaces, ageing and vandalized restrooms, and debris in the fountain) will be 

addressed. This will render the park more usable and attractive to all children, including 

those from this preschool. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

KEKOA KALUHIWA
FIRST DEPIH-Y

W. ROY HARDY
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION

BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS
CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT

ENGINEERING
FOMSTRY AND WILDLffE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
LAND

STATE PARKS

June 17,2015

PBR HAWAII & Associates, Inc.

Attn: Catie Cullison, AICP
1001 Bishop Street, Suite 650
Honolulu, HI 96813

via email: ccullisonfS'pbrhawaii.com

Dear Ms. Cullison,

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the subject matter. The
Department of Land and Natural Resources' (DLNR) Land Division distributed or made available a

copy of your report pertaining to the subject matter to DLNR Divisions for their review and
comments.

At this time, enclosed are comments from (1) Land Division - Oahu District; (2) Division of

Forestry & Wildlife; and (3) Engineering Division. No other comments were received as of our

suspense date. Should you have any questions, please feel free to call Supervising Land Agent
Steve Molmen at 587-0439. Thank you.

Sincerel

fussell Y. Tsuji

Land Administrator
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GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

n-^jS^A

•%teoWa

f ^.

>t FBfcOM:

SU2ANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOUrUJ.HAWATT 96809

May 27, 2015

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
_Div. of Aquatic Resources

_Div. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

_XEngineering Division
JCJDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

JLOffice of Conservation & Coastal Lands
X Land Division - Oahu District
JCHistoric Preservation

Is^etfY. Tsuji, Land Administrator
iIECT: / P^e-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

LOCATION: Thomas Square Park, located in Kulaokahu'a, Honolulu, O'ahu (Tax Map Key 2-4-

001:001)
APPLICANT: City and County of Honolulu by its consultant PRE HAWAII & Associates, Inc.

Transmitted for your review and comment on the above-referenced document. We would appreciate

your comments on this document.

Please submit any comments by June 17, 2015. If no response is received by this date, we will

assume your agency has no comments. If you have any questions about this request, please contact

Supervising Land Agent Steve Molmen at (808) 587-0439. Thank you.

Attachments

( y We have no objections.
( V ) We have no comments.

( ) Comments are attached,

Signed:
Print Name: //HHyCfh
Date: ^2^ //<



DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

and and

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMIHSSION ON WATER RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOUJLU.HAWATT 96809

May 27, 2015

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
_Div. of Aquatic Resources

_Div. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

JCEngineering Division
XDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

JLOffice of Conservation & Coastal Lands
X Land Division - Oahu District
X Historic Preservation

<-:;
c'.:

\

•-J

<--?

0-'

~\~Q ' FPJDM: ^^Is^eH'Y. Tsuji,LandAdministorator
SUBJECT: / P¥e-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

LOCATION: Thomas Square Park, located in Kulaokahu'a, Honolulu, O'ahu (Tax Map Key 2-4-

001:001)
APPLICANT: City and County of Honolulu by its consultant PRB HAWAH & Associates, Inc.

Transmitted for your review and comment on the above-referenced document. We would appreciate

your comments on this document.

Please submit any comments by June 17, 2015. If no response is received by this date, we will

assume your agency has no comments. If you have any questions about this request, please contact

Supervising Land Agent Steve Molmen at (808) 587-0439. Thank you.

' 1 C--

Attachments

( )
(.

( )

re have no objections.

We have no comments.

Comments are attached.

Signed:
Print Name:

Date: 6f7^f^)



DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII
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f^COM:
SUBJECT:
LOCATION:

APPLICANT:

,.< r^ i.^-,'/ •^'7 S'"fi'^;!T? EHCilHE.silawilE u. CASE
'\''~\'.'r\\ c-; ^-- - ' ' CHAIRPERSON

BOABD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DWISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOUJLU. HAWATT 96809

May 27, 2015

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
J)iv. of Aquatic Resources

_Div. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

JXEngineering Division
XDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

_Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

X Office of Conservation & Coastal Lands
JCLand Division - Oahu District
X Historic Preservation

c=>

'—n

c_

(' ~3

en
C'J

ls§eU'Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator

/ P^e-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

Thomas Square Park, located in Kulaokahu'a, Honolulu, O'ahu (Tax Map Key 2-4-

001:001)
City and County of Honolulu by its consultant I^BJHAWAII & Associates, Inc.

Transmitted for your review and comment on the above-referenced document. We would appreciate

your comments on this document.

Please submit any comments by June 17, 2015. If no response is received by this date, we will

assume your agency has no comments. If you have any questions about this request, please contact

Supervising Land Agent Steve Molmen at (808) 587-0439. Thank you.

Attachments

( ) We have no objections.
( ) We have no comments.

( v^) Comments are attached.

Signed:

<
Print Nam<6:
Date:

/Cnrty^J^aiidJEnjiflW



DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING DIVISION

LD/ Russell Y. Tsuji
REF: Pre-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation, Honolulu
Oahu.036

COMMENTS

() We confirm that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is located in
Flood Zone

(X) Please take note that the project site according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is
located in Zone X. The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) does not regulate
developments within Zone X.

( ) Please note that the correct Flood Zone Designation for the project site according to the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) is _.

() Please note that the project must comply with the rules and regulations of the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) presented in Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (44CFR),
whenever development within a Special Flood Hazard Area is undertaken. If there are any
questions, please contact the State NFIP Coordinator, Ms. Carol Tyau-Beam, of the Department of

Land and Natural Resources, Engineering Division at(808)587-0267.

Please be advised that 44CFR indicates the minimum standards set forth by the NFIP. Your
Community's local flood ordinance may prove to be more restrictive and thus take precedence
over the minimum NFIP standards. If there are questions regarding the local flood ordinances,
please contact the applicable County NFIP Coordmators below:
() Mr. Mario Siu Li at (808) 768-8098 of the City and County of Honolulu, Department of

Planning and Permitting.
() Mr. Carter Romero (Acting) at (808) 961 -8943 of the County of Hawaii, Department of

Public Works.
() Mr. Carolyn Cortez at (808) 270-7253 of the County of Maui, Department of Planning.
() Mr. Stanford Iwamoto at (808) 241 -4896 of the County of Kauai, Department of Public

Works.

() The applicant should include project water demands and infrastructure required to meet
water demands. Please note that the implementation of any State-sponsored projects

requiring water service from the Honolulu Board of Water Supply system must first
obtain water allocation credits from the Engineering Division before it can receive a
building permit and/or water meter.

() The applicant should provide the water demands and calculations to the Engineering
Division so it can be included in the State Water Projects Plan Update.

() Additional Comments:

() Other:

Should you have any questions, please call Mr. Dennis Imada of the Planning Branch at 587-0257.

Signed:
CARTY S/CHA^G, ^HtfeF ENGnMEERT^/"'"'C^7"'

Date: (fff (I J/ <T



State of Hawaii

FLOOD HAZARD ASSESSMENT REPORT

FLOOD ZONE DEFINITIONS
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS SUBJECT TO INUNDATION BY THE 1% ANNUAL
CHANCE FLOOD-The 1% annual chance flood (100-year flood), also known as the base
flood, is the flood that has a 1 % chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
The Special Flood Hazard is the area subject to flooding by the 1 % annual chance flood.
Areas of Special Flood Hazard include Zone A, AE, AH, AO, V, and VE. The Base Flood
Elevation (BFE) is the water-surface elevation of the 1 % annual chance flood. Mandatory
flood insurance purchase applies in these zones:

Zone A; No BFE determined.

Zone AE: BFE determined.

^| Zone AH: Flood depths of 1 to 3 feet (usually areas of ponding); BFE determined.

I I Zone AO: Flood depths of 1 to 3 feet (usually sheet flow on sloping terrain);
average depths determined.

Zone V: Coastal flood zone with velocity hazard (wave action); no BFE determined.

^| Zone VE: Coastal flood zone with velocity hazard (wave action); BFE determined.

^| Zone AEF: Floodway areas in Zone AE. The floodway is the channel of stream
plus any adjacent floodplain areas that must be kept free of encroachment so that
the 1% annual chance flood can be carried without increasing the BFE.

NON-SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA - An area in a low-to-moderate risk flood zone.
No mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply, but coverage is available in
participating communities.

^| Zone XS (X shaded): Areas of 0.2% annual chance flood; areas of 1 % annual
chance flood with average depths of less than 1 foot or with drainage areas less
than 1 square mile; and areas protected by levees from 1% annual chance flood.

Zone X: Areas determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain.

OTHER FLOOD AREAS

Zone D: Unstudied areas where flood hazards are undetermined, but flooding is
possible. No mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply, but coverage
is available in participating communities.

COUNTT:
TMKNO:
PARCEL ADDRESS:

FIRM INDEX DATE:
LETTER OF MAP CHANGE(S):
FEMA FIRM PANEL(S):
PANEL EFFECTIVE DATE:

PROPERTT INFORMATION

HONOLULU
(1)2-4-001-001

1102 VICTORIA ST
HONOLULU, HI 96814
NOVEMBER 05,2014
NONE
15003C0362G
JANUARY 19,2011

PARCEL DATA FROM:

IMAGERY DATA FROM:

APRIL 2014
MAY 2006

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
County NFIP Coordinator

City and County of Honolulu
Mario Siu-Li, CFM (808) 768-8098

State NFIP Coordinator
Carol Tyau-Beam, P.E., CFM (808) 587-0267

Disclaimer: The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
assumes no responsibility arising from the use of the information
contained in this report. Viewers/Users are responsible for verifying the
accuracy of the information and agree to indemnify the DLNR from any
liability, which may arise from its use.

// this map has been identified as 'PRELIMINARY' or 'UNOFFICIAL;
please note that it is being provided for informational purposes and is
not to be used for officiaVlegal decisions, regulatory compliance, or flood
insurance rating. Contact your county NFIP coordinator for fiood zone
determinations to be used for compliance with local fSoodpfain
management regulations.
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STATE OF HAWAII
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POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF IAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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KEKOA KALUH1WA
FIRST DEPUTY

W. ROY HARDY
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION

BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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ENGINEERING
FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
LAND

STATE PARKS

June 22, 2015

PBR HAWAII & Associates, Inc.

Attn: Catie Cullison, AICP
1001 Bishop Street, Suite 650
Honolulu, HI 96813

via email: ccullison(%pbrhawaii.com

Dear Ms. Cullison,

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the subject matter. In addition to the

comments sent to you dated June 17, 2015, enclosed are additional comments from the Commission

on Water Resource Management on the subject matter. Should you have any questions, please feel
free to call Supervising Land Agent Steve Molmen at (808) 587-0439. Thank you.

Sincerely,

--""^

R^igs&lT Y. Tsuji
Land Administrator
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
P.O. BOX 621

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

DENISE ANTOLINI
KAMANA BEAMER, PH.D.

MICHAEL G. BUCK
MILTON D. PAVAO

VIRGINIA PRESSLER. M.D.
JONATHAN STARR

W. ROY HARDY
ACTING DEPUTf DIRECTOR

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

FILE NO.:
TMKNO.:

May 28, 2015

Mr. Russell Tsuji, Administrator
Land Division

W. Roy Hardy, Acting Deputy Directof
Commission on Water Resource Management

Pre-Assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation

(1)2-4-001:001

REF:RFD.4184.3
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Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject document. The Commission on Water Resource
Management (CWRM) is the agency responsible for administering the State Water Code (Code). Under the Code, all
waters of the State are held in trust for the benefit of the citizens of the State, therefore, all water use is subject to
legally protected water rights. CWRM strongly promotes the efficient use of Hawaii's water resources through
conservation measures and appropriate resource management. For more information, please refer to the State
Water Code, Chapter 174C, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and Hawaii Administrative Rules, Chapters 13-167 to 13-171.
These documents are available via the Internet at httD://www.hawaii..qQy/dlnr/cwrm.

Our comments related to water resources are checked off below.

1. We recommend coordination with the county to incorporate this project into the county's Water Use and
Development Plan. Please contact the respective Planning Department and/or Department of Water

Supply for further information.

2. We recommend coordination with the Engineering Division of the State Department of Land and Natural
Resources to incorporate this project into the State Water Projects PLan

3. We recommend coordination with the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) to incorporate the
reclassification of agricultural zoned land and the redistribution of agricultural resources into the State's
Agricultural Water Use and Development Plan (AWUDP). Please contact the HDOA for more
information.

4. We recommend that water efficient fixtures be installed and water efficient practices implemented
throughout the development to reduce the increased demand on the area's freshwater resources.
Reducing the water usage of a home or building may earn credit towards Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification. More information on LEED certification is available at
http://www.usgbc.org/leed. A listing of fixtures certified by the EAP as having high water efficiency can be
found at http://www.epa.gov/watersense.

5. We recommend the use of best management practices (BMP) for stormwater management to minimize
the impact of the project to the existing area's hydrology while maintaining on-site infiltration and
preventing polluted runofffrom storm events. Stormwater management BMPs may earn credit toward
LEED certification. More information on stormwater BMPs can be found at
http://hawaii.gov/dbedt/czm/initiative/lid.php

6. We recommend the use of alternative water sources, wherever practicable.

7. We recommend participating in the Hawaii Green Business Program, that assists and recognizes
businesses that strive to operate in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. The program
description can be found online at http://energy.hawaii.gov/green-business-program

8. We recommend adopting landscape irrigation conservation best management practices endorsed by the
Landscape Industry Council of Hawaii. These practices can be found online at
http://www.hawaiiscape.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/LICH_lrrigation_Conservation_BMPs.pdf



Mr. Russell Tsuji
Page 2 ;
June 17, 2015

]I 9. There may be the potential for ground or surface water degradation/contamination and recommend that
approvals for this project be conditioned upon a review by the State Department of Health and the
developer's acceptance of any resulting requirements related to water quality,

[[ 10 The proposed water supply source for the project is located in a designated water management area, and
a Water Use Permit is required prior to use of water. The Water Use Permit may be conditioned on the
requirement to use dual line water supply systems for new industrial and commercial developments.

11 A Well Construction Permit(s) is (are) are required before the commencement of any well construction
work.

II 12 A Pump Installation Permlt(s) is (are) required before ground water is developed as a source of supply for
the project.

II 13 There is (are) well(s) located on or adjacent to this project. If wells are not planned to be used and will be
affected by any new construction, they must be properly abandoned and sealed. A permit for well
abandonment must be obtained.

14 Ground-water withdrawals from this project may affect streamflows, which may require an instream flow
standard amendment.

II 15 A Stream Channel Alteration Permit(s) is (are) required before any alteration can be made to the bed
and/or banks of a steam channel

I] 16 A Stream Diversion Works Permit(s) is (are) required before any stream diversion works is constructed or
altered.

Q 17 A Petition to Amend the Interim Instream Flow Standard is required for any new or expanded diversion(s)
of surface water.

II 18 The planned source of water for this project has not been identified in this report. Therefore, we cannot
determine what permits or petitions are required from our office, or whether there are potential impacts to
water resources.

|X ] OTHER: The assessment report should include information on the projected water requirements, calculations
that were used in the projections, the proposed source of water, identification and discussion of any
alternative non-potable sources that may be available to meet irrigation demands, and proposed
water conservation measures.

If there are any questions, please contact Lenore Ohye of the Commission staff at 587-0216.



 

October 8, 2016 

 

Russell Y. Tsuji 

Land Administrator 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Land and Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 621 

Honolulu, HI  96809 

 

Attn: Mr. Steve Molmen, Supervising Land Agent 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Tsuji,  

  

Thank you for your letters dated June 17 and June 22, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we are responding to 

comments from the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Divisions 

listed below. 

 

1. Land Division – O‘ahu District. We acknowledge that the Land Division – 

O‘ahu District has no comments. 

 

2. Division of Forestry & Wildlife. We acknowledge that the Division of Forestry 

& Wildlife has no comments. 

 

3. Engineering Division. We acknowledge the Engineering Division’s comments 

that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is 

located in Zone X, and that the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) does 

not regulate developments within Zone X. This information will be noted in the 

Draft EA. 

 

4. Commission on Water Resource Management. We acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following response. 

 

As recommended by the Commission, the Draft EA will include information on 

the projected water requirements, calculations that were used in the projections, 

the proposed source of water, identification and discussion of any alternative 

non-potable sources that may be available to meet irrigation demands, and 

proposed water conservation measures. 

  



Mr. Tsuji 

SUBJECT: PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 

 2-4-001-001)  

August 23, 2016 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included in 

the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
O:\Job30\3044.01 Thomas Square Renovation\EA\Pre-Consultation\Pre-Consultation Responses\DLNR-response (incl CWRM).docx 





 

 

 

October 8, 2016 

 

Ford N. Fuchigami 

Director of Transportation 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Transportation 

869 Punchbowl Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813-5097 

 

Attn: Mr. Norren Kato, DOT Statewide Transportation Planning Office 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Fuchigami,  

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 17, 2015 (STP 8.1817), regarding 

pre-assessment consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA). As the planning consultant for the City and County of 

Honolulu, we are responding to your comments. 

 

We acknowledge that the Department of Transportation anticipates no significant 

impact on the State highway facility to occur as a result of the proposed Thomas Square 

Park renovation, but that the Department of Transportation (DOT) Highways Division 

requires a permit for the transport of oversized and/or overweight materials and 

equipment on State highway facilities. This information will be included in the Draft 

EA. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Craig K. Hirai 

Executive Director 

State of Hawai‘i 

Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 

Hawai‘i Housing Finance and Development Corporation 

677 Queen Street, Suite 300 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Hirai,  

  

Thank you for your agency’s letter dated July 10, 2015 (Reference Number 

15:PEO/47), regarding pre-assessment consultation for the Thomas Square Park 

Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA). 

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

you have no housing-related comments to offer at this time.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Gary K. Nakata 

Director Designate 

Department of Community Services 

City and County of Honolulu 

715 South King Street, Suite 311 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Nakata,  

 

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 29, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA). 

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

the proposed project will have no adverse impacts on any Department of Community 

Services’ activities or projects at this time.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Robert J. Kroning, P.E. 

Director 

Department of Design and Construction 

City and County of Honolulu 

650 South King Street, 11th Floor 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Attn: Mr. Stanley Katsura, Civil Division 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Kroning, 

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 8, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that the Department of Design and Construction’s Rehabilitation of 

Streets, Unit 74 Project, will entail the construction of an accessible path with landing 

at the Thomas Square Ward Avenue park entrance, and will include that information in 

the Draft EA. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Sheri T. Kajiwara 

Director 

Department of Customer Services 

City and County of Honolulu 

Mission Memorial Building 

550 South King Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Kajiwara, 

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated May 26, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that there is a desire to include lighting of Thomas Square as part of 

the Honolulu City Lights holiday program. The Draft EA will include a discussion of an 

electrical power source for such a program. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Ernest Y. W. Lau, P.E. 

Manager and Chief Engineer 

Board of Water Supply 

City and County of Honolulu 

630 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI  96843 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU 

(TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Lau,  

  

Thank you for your organization’s letter dated July 6, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following responses. 

 

 We understand that the final decision by the Board of Water Supply (BWS) on the 

availability of water will be confirmed when the building permit application is 

submitted for approval. 

 We also acknowledge that, when water is made available, the applicant will be required 

to pay the BWS Water System Facilities Charges for resource development, 

transmission and daily storage. 

 We acknowledge that on-site fire protection requirements should be coordinated with 

the Fire Prevention Bureau of the Honolulu Fire Department. 

 Finally, we understand that the proposed project is subject to BWS Cross-Connection 

Control and Backflow Prevention requirements prior to the issuance of the Building 

Permit Applications. 

 

These points will be incorporated into the Draft EA. We value your participation in the 

environmental review process. Your letter will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Socrates D. Bratakos 

Assistant Chief 

Honolulu Fire Department 

City and County of Honolulu 

636 South Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813-5007 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Bratakos,  

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 15, 2015, regarding the Thomas 

Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

the Department has no comments. We acknowledge your Department’s request that the 

Honolulu Fire Department be informed of road and lane closures or any condition that 

would affect HFD’s emergency response. Your comments will be noted in the Draft 

EA. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

George I. Atta, FAICP, Director 

Department of Planning and Permitting 

City and County of Honolulu 

650 South King Street, 7th Floor 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Attn: Jordan Dildy, Urban Design Branch 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Atta, 

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 16, 2015 (2015/ELOG-1019(JD)), regarding pre-

assessment consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following responses. 

 

1. We acknowledge that the proposed park renovation will require a Special 

District Permit but that it is not known at this time whether a minor or major 

permit will be required without knowing the actual scope of the park 

renovations. 

 

2. The Draft EA will include a discussion on the significance of Thomas Square as 

a historic place, its listings on the National and State Registers of Historic 

Places, and how its history will be preserved. 

 

3. The Draft EA will include a description of how the renovation will comply with 

the Land Use Ordinance, and how it will meet the objectives and design 

guidelines of the Thomas Square/Honolulu Academy of Arts Special District. 

 

4. The Draft EA will include a discussion on the pedestrian and bikeway 

connections between Thomas Square and the surrounding area. These 

connections include the Honolulu Museum of Art, the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, 

the bike route along Hotel and Young Streets, and the King Street Cycle Track. 

 

5. We acknowledge that, in accordance with the conditions of approval by the 

Department of Planning and Permitting for Special District Permit No. 

2014/SDD-23 (approved on May 2, 2014), two Benjamin Banyan trees (ficus 

benjamina) located adjacent to the entrance stairs from Beretania Street were   



Mr. Atta 

SUBJECT: PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001-

001)  
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removed and are required to be replaced during this park renovation. The Draft EA will 

include a discussion of these tree replacements, and where they will be located. 

 

6. The Draft EA will include a Tree Assessment Report by a qualified arborist for all 

existing trees on the site. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included in 

the Final EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Louis M. Kealoha 

Chief of Police 

Honolulu Police Department 

801 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Attn: Mark Tsuyemura, Management Analyst VI 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Chief Kealoha,  

  

Thank you for your Department’s letter dated June 8, 2015 (reference MT-DK), 

regarding the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

the pre-assessment request did not contain specific plans and that you have no comment 

about the renovation at this time.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. We will provide a 

copy of the Draft EA (when it is available) for your review and comments (should the 

Department feel there will be impacts to your operations or calls for service). Your 

letter will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Guy H. Kaulukukui 

Director Designate 

Department of Enterprise Services 

City and County of Honolulu 

777 Ward Avenue 

Honolulu, HI  96814-2166 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Kaulukukui, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated June 1, 2015, regarding pre-assessment consultation for 

the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that the Department of Enterprise Services (DES) is interested in 

reviewing draft plans for the Thomas Square Park Renovation, given that the Neal S. 

Blaisdell Center is immediately adjacent to the park. We also recognize that the DES is 

currently working on a master plan for the proposed redevelopment of the Blaisdell 

Center campus, and that any renovation of Thomas Square Park may have a significant 

impact on the Center’s existing program and proposed plans.  

 

The planning process has included discussions with Enterprise Services staff regarding 

programming within the park that were highly informative as the plan developed. 

Additionally, the planning team has been communicating with the Department of 

Planning and Permitting to ensure that the plan developed for Thomas Square does not 

adversely impact the development of a master plan for the Neal S. Blaisdell Center. 

Every attempt has been made to ensure that Thomas Square is integral to the 

surrounding arts institutions in both form and function.   

 

With its proximity to the Neal S. Blaisdell Center, the Honolulu Museum of Art, and 

also the emerging arts scene in Kaka‘ako, the County aims to improve the Park to 

facilitate the continued vitality of the arts district.  The renovations to Thomas Square 

will help it become a hub for arts and culture, with improved and more secure facilities 

that will foster a wide diversity of cultural, artistic, recreational, and humanities-

oriented programming and activities.  As a public, centralized gathering space open to 

all members of the community, and as a significant cultural resource in  

  



Mr. Kaulukukui 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 
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public ownership, the Park will feature artistic, cultural, and recreational programming that 

provides all segments of Hawai‘i’s population with the opportunity to enjoy and participate in 

creative arts and recreation. 
 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included in 

the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 

 

 

 

 
O:\Job30\3044.01 Thomas Square Renovation\EA\Pre-Consultation\Pre-Consultation Responses\Enterprise Services-response.docx 







 

October 8, 2016 

 

Stanley T. Oka, Urban Forestry Administrator 

Division of Urban Forestry 

Department of Parks and Recreation 

City and County of Honolulu 

1000 Uluohia Street, Suite 309 

Kapolei, HI  96707 

 

Attn: Mr. David Kumasaka 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU 

(TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Oka,  

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 10, 2015, regarding pre-assessment consultation for the 

Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following responses. 

 

1. We acknowledge that the Division of Urban Forestry (DUF), Department of Parks and 

Recreation, is responsible for landscape maintenance of the pink hibiscus planter boxes 

on the sidewalk at the South Beretania Street side of Thomas Square Park, the 

plumbago planter boxes on the South King Street side of the park, and tree care for the 

trees located within the park and in the planting strips and tree wells along the four 

streets surrounding the park.  

 

2. The Draft EA will include a discussion on the conservation and management actions  to 

protect the White (Fairy) Tern, as there are known nesting sites within the park. 

 

3. The Draft EA will include a Tree Assessment Report of the park trees, prepared by a 

qualified arborist prior to the design of the project and consulted during the design 

development phase. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included in 

the Draft EA. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Michael D. Formby, Director 

Department of Transportation Services 

City and County of Honolulu 

650 South King Street, 3rd Floor 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Attn: Michael Murphy 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Formby,  

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 23, 2015 (TP5/15-610970R), regarding pre-

assessment consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following responses. 

 

1. As proposed, the scope of work is not expected to generate traffic to Thomas 

Square above what is currently experienced because of the limited amount of 

on-street parking on nearby streets. Short-term impacts during construction will 

be discussed in the Draft EA. The Draft EA will also include a consideration of 

the City’s complete streets ordinance and principles, and also a traffic 

management plan. 

 

2. The Draft EA will include a description of the impacts the proposed renovation 

may have on the King Street Protected Bike Lane, and a discussion on 

mitigating measures (if needed). 

 

3. We acknowledge that the Makiki/Lower Punchbowl/Tantalus Neighborhood 

Board No. 10, as well as the area residents, businesses, etc., should be kept 

apprised of the details of the proposed renovation and the impacts, particularly 

during construction. Documentation of presentations to Neighborhood Boards 

will be included in the Draft EA.  

 

4. We acknowledge that a street usage permit from the City’s Department of 

Transportation Services must be obtained for any construction-related work that 

may require the temporary closure of any traffic lane on a City street. This 

information will be noted in the Draft EA. 

  



Mr. Formby 

SUBJECT: PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE PARK 

RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 
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5. We recognize that any construction materials and equipment should be transferred to and 

from the renovation site during off-peak traffic hours (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) to minimize 

any possible disruption to pedestrians and traffic on the local sidewalks and streets. This 

information will be noted in the Draft EA. 

 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be included in 

the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016  

 

Margaret Bowen 

Secretary 

Aloha State Sporting Dog Association 

1818 Wilhelmina Rise 

Honolulu, HI  96816 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Bowen,  

  

Thank you for your organization’s letter dated June 17, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the renovation and provide the following response. 

 

We recognize the valuable service your club provides to the community, and that 

Thomas Square has been home to your club’s trials and dog shows for over 25 years.  

We also appreciate the diligence your members have demonstrated in helping to care 

for the park’s facilities over the years.  In the renovation plans for the park, space will 

be allowed for the continuation of on-going permitted activities, such as cultural 

celebrations, plant sales, and dog shows. The Draft EA will include a discussion on the 

potential impacts on such on-going activities and programs in the Park. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Stephen J. Tabussi 

Senior Vice President 

First Insurance Company of Hawaii 

P.O. Box 2866 

Honolulu, HI  96803 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Tabussi, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated June 12, 2015, regarding the Thomas Square Park 

Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and we want to assure you that the impacts you raise will 

be included in the Draft EA, except for your comments regarding the existing bicycle 

lane on King Street and the proposed bicycle lane on Beretania Street. These comments 

are probably best directed to the City and County of Honolulu Department of 

Transportation Services. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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Catie Cullison

From: Vincent Shigekuni
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2015 1:39 PM
To: Kuwaye, Kristen; sysadmin
Cc: Liu, Rouen; Tom Schnell; Catie Cullison
Subject: RE: Pre-Assessment Consultation For Thomas Square Park Renovations Located in 

Kulaokahu'a, Honolulu

Aloha Kristen and Rouen, 
 
I’m not working on this project, but I will forward your email and comments to Tom Schnell and Catie Cullison (we all 
work in the same office), who may be. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Vincent Shigekuni 
 

From: Kuwaye, Kristen [mailto:kristen.kuwaye@hawaiianelectric.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2015 12:44 PM 
To: sysadmin; Vincent Shigekuni 
Cc: Liu, Rouen; '1.11.158720@ecollab.heco.com' 
Subject: Pre‐Assessment Consultation For Thomas Square Park Renovations Located in Kulaokahu'a, Honolulu 
 
Kristen Kuwaye on behalf of Rouen Liu  
 
 
Dear Mr. Vincent Shigekuni, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the subject project.  Hawaiian Electric Company has a 
proposed underground future fiber cable which will run adjacent to the project location along South 
Beretania Street.  The fiber project is anticipated to begin in 2020.  Should HECO have existing 
easements and facilities on the subject property, we will need continued access for maintenance of 
our facilities. 
We appreciate your efforts to keep us apprised of the subject project in the planning process.  As the 
proposed Thomas Square Park Renovations comes to fruition, please continue to keep us 
informed.  Further along in the design, we will be better able to evaluate the effects on our system 
facilities. 
If you have any questions, please call me at 543-7245. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Rouen Q. W. Liu 
Permits Engineer 
 

______________________________________________  



 

 

 

October 8, 2016 

 

Rouen Q. W. Liu, Permits Engineer 

Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. 

Engineering Department (Mail Stop: WA2-BA) 

P.O. Box 2750 

Honolulu, HI  96840 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Liu,  

  

Thank you for your letter via e-mail dated June 18, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) has a proposed 

underground future fiber cable which will run adjacent to Thomas Square along South 

Beretania Street, anticipated to begin in 2020. We understand that, should HECO have 

existing easements and facilities on the site, it will need continued access for 

maintenance of HECO facilities. This information will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

We value your continued participation in the environmental review process. Your letter 

will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Les Loo, Network Engineer 

Network Engineering & Planning 

Hawaiian Telcom 

P.O. Box 2200 

Honolulu, HI  96841 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Mr. Loo, 

  

Thank you for your letter dated June 17, 2015, regarding pre-assessment consultation 

for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that Hawaiian Telcom has aerial and underground facilities around 

the site that may be impacted by the proposed renovation. This information will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

We value your continuing participation in the environmental review process. Your 

letter will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Kiersten Faulkner, AICP 

Executive Director 

Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 

680 Iwilei Road, Suite 690 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817 

 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Faulkner,  

  

Thank you for your organization’s letter dated June 4, 2015, regarding the pre-

assessment consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we appreciate the 

information provided in your letter and in response, have made adjustments to the 

Master Plan. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process and your ongoing 

dialogue with the City and County of Honolulu through the planning process. Your 

letter will be included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

 

Allison Wong, Interim Director 

Honolulu Museum of Art 

900 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Wong,  

  

Thank you for your organization’s letter dated May 28, 2015, regarding the pre-

assessment consultation for Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental 

Assessment (EA) and your comments of support.  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and your organization’s preference to address infrastructure 

issues first. 

  

The plan, as proposed, includes infrastructure improvements including reconstruction of 

the restroom and walkways, undergrounding of utilities, and landscape improvements. 

Because this plan is a long-range document, the plan also includes elements anticipated 

to be developed over several years, including a bandstand and rehabilitation of the 

central fountain. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 
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October 8, 2016 

 

Christine Inouye 

Corresponding Secretary 

Obedience Training Club of Hawai‘i, Inc. 

518 Hao Street 

Honolulu, HI  96821 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Inouye,  

  

Thank you for your organization’s letter dated June 16, 2015, regarding pre-assessment 

consultation for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft Environmental Assessment 

(EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge your 

comments about the project and provide the following response. 

 

We acknowledge that your club uses the park to hold Licensed Obedience and Rally 

Trials four times a year in the quadrant of the park bordered by Beretania and Victoria 

Streets, and that any closure or major digging up of this area could potentially impact 

your ability to use the park for these trials. We also acknowledge your concern that all 

dog activities could be severely restricted by the renovation. In the renovation plans for 

the park, space will be allowed for the continuation of on-going permitted activities, 

such as cultural celebrations, plant shows, and dog shows (such as by the Aloha State 

Sporting Dog Association and the Obedience Training Club of Hawai‘i, Inc.). The 

information and comments your organization has provided will be included in the Draft 

EA. 

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 
 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu  
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Catie Cullison

From: Candice Wessinger <CWessinger@ywcaoahu.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 3:09 PM
To: Catie Cullison
Cc: Noriko Namiki
Subject: Pre-Assessment for Thomas Square Park 

Catie, 
 
Noriko gave me the letter regarding the “Pre‐assessment Consultation for Thomas Square Park”. 
 
We read through the letter and we do not think that a renovation of Thomas Square Park would affect any existing or 
proposed projects that we have underway.   
 
Will this email suffice, or would you like me to prepare a letter?  
 
Thank you, 
 
Candice Wessinger  
YWCA of O’ahu  
695‐2619 



 

 

 

October 8, 2016 

 

 

Rhonda Jones 

Chief Operations Officer 

YWCA of O‘ahu 

1040 Richards Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

SUBJECT:  PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR THOMAS SQUARE 

PARK RENOVATION, LOCATED IN KULAOKAHU‘A, 

HONOLULU, O‘AHU (TAX MAP KEY 2-4-001:001) 
 

Dear Ms. Jones, 

  

Thank you for your organization’s comments via e-mail dated May 21, 2015, regarding 

pre-consultation assessment for the Thomas Square Park Renovation Draft 

Environmental Assessment (EA).  

 

As the planning consultant for the City and County of Honolulu, we acknowledge that 

the renovation of Thomas Square Park would not affect existing or proposed YWCA 

projects that are underway.  

 

We value your participation in the environmental review process. Your letter will be 

included in the Draft EA. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Catie Cullison, AICP 

Senior Associate 

 

 

Cc: Chris Dacus, City and County of Honolulu 

 

 

 

 

 

 
O:\Job30\3044.01 Thomas Square Renovation\EA\Pre-Consultation\Pre-Consultation Responses\YWCA-response.docx 



 

 

 
[Page Left Intentionally Blank]



APPENDIX A-4:  
SHPD CONSULTATION 

MEETINGS  
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MEETING NOTES 
 

 

 

DATE: June 15, 2015; Finalized July 1, 2015  

 

MEETING DATE: June 12, 2015 

 

PRESENT: Susan Lebo / SHPD Archaeology Branch Chief 

 Kaiwi Yoon / SHPD Architecture Branch Chief 

 Jordan Dildy / DPP Urban Design Branch 

 Sery Berhanu / DPP Urban Design Branch 

 George Atta / DPP Director 

 Art Challacombe / DPP Deputy Director 

 Chris Dacus / Exec. Assistant of Historic Parks & Projects 

 Russell Chung / PBR Principal - Landscape Architecture 

 Catie Cullison / PBR Associate - Planning 

 

DISTRIBUTION: Attendees 

 

SUBJECT: Thomas Square Renovation SHPD Pre-Consultation Meeting  

 

The purpose of this meeting was to meet with SHPD archaeological and architectural 

divisions to discuss the Thomas Square Renovation project; share some preliminary 

project concepts; and gain an understanding of SHPD’s role and suggestions as the 

Environmental Assessment process commences. 

 

Catie Cullison walked through a brief summary of the key point of significance, the 

Restoration of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1843.  

 

The group then reviewed a series of historic plans beginning with the park’s dedication 

in 1850, 1883 layout by Sterling, addition of banyan trees from Ainahou by Cleghorn, 

1887 bandstand, the 1932 regrade by Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson; 

the emphasis on the Young Street axis by Walters; as well as the tree installation which 

does not follow any of the plans.  

 

Catie shared some images of current conditions and went over the project goals: 1) to 

honor the Restoration; 2) to make it central to the arts district in both form and 

function; 3) to make it welcoming to all people. Key elements are proposed to support 

these goals including: inclusion of a Hawaiian flag; representation of Kauikeouli; 

bandstand; removal of the fountain; add outdoor seating opportunities; incorporate a 

splash pad; and continuation of open spaces to allow on-going events like Lā Ho‘iho‘e 

Ea. 

 

The group then reviewed a 10-point plan that represents the City’s direction forward 

with the park, incorporating the above elements. 



June 12, 2015 

Meeting Notes: Thomas Square Park Renovation SHPD Pre-Consultation Meeting 

Page 2 of 2 

 

Chris Dacus expanded on the plan describing how elements within the park will be reflective of 

the Victorian time (i.e. bandstand, lighting); the flag pole is envisioned to be wood, with a large 

Hawaiian flag, sculptures of Kamehameha and Admiral Thomas will be included; that the splash 

pad will replace the fountain at the center of the Banyans; that paths will be paved; that the King 

Street cycletrack will be incorporated into the park’s design; and that a single stall comfort 

station will be constructed in lieu of the existing bathroom which is known for safety problems. 

 

Comments/discussion relating to historic architecture: 

Catie inquired as to SHPD’s recommendations for supporting the event-focus National Register 

Designation rather than the physical form? The group discussed ideas like potential removal of 

the fountain and mock orange hedge, and how these features are described in the National 

Register nomination, but not described as part of the significance statement. The group also 

discussed ideas about how to elevate the Restoration as the central message to the design.  

 

Kaiwi Yoon noted that the inclusion of a Hawaiian flag makes a powerful statement. He shared 

the challenges of restoration and latching on to a certain time period. The past has many layers; 

the restoration being only one point in time. He also referenced the unification battles of 

Kamehameha as well as earlier cultural reference and implied a reference back to the Kumulipo. 

He suggested the use of native plants as a way to support a return to a Hawaiian focus, 

describing how trees and plants have been witness to the park’s evolution to present day and they 

represent both the past and the future. He agreed to participate in a meeting if arranged, with 

historic preservation partners. 

 

Art Challecombe asked SHPD to help determine if an EA will be sufficient or if an EIS will be 

triggered. 

 

George Atta suggested that the plan consider street crossings, including a mid-block crossing 

from the Neal Blaisdell Center. He would like the plan to consider the relationship to the street as 

well as adjacent properties. Conversion of Victoria Street to pedestrian only or woonerf would 

expand the park venue and provide opportunities that are not specifically constrained by the 

historicity of the park. Young Street provides similar opportunities that should be considered. 

 

Comments/discussion relating to archaeological resources: 

 

Susan Lebo inquired about pathways and if it is known from which direction the Kauikeouli and 

his entourage arrived. Russell indicated that the research has been inconclusive on that point. 

Reenactments of the event have had the King coming from the direction of Kawaihou. She also 

suggested that placing a restroom at that entry would be inappropriate. She also inquired about if 

there is a tourism sign (metal Kamehameha signs prepared by Hawai‘i Visitor’s Bureau). 

 

Due to time constraints, the meeting concluded, but discussion regarding archaeological 

resources continued. The 1932 grading of the site was discussed. Dr. Lebo suggested providing 

research evidence of the ground disturbance to determine where the coral layer is and use that 

information to either develop an argument for monitoring or develop a strategy for architectural 

inventory survey. If monitoring only is pursued, Dr. Lebo suggested presenting the strategy to 

the O‘ahu Island Burial Council. She cautioned that the site is within the Walmart decision area. 
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MEETING NOTES 
 

 

DATE: July 1, 2015  

 

MEETING DATE: June 26, 2015 

 

PRESENT: Kiersten Faulkner / Historic Hawai‘i Foundation ED 

 Kaiwi Yoon / SHPD Architecture Branch Chief 

 Anna Broverman / SHPD Architectural Historian 

 Chris Dacus / Exec. Assistant of Historic Parks & Projects 

 Russell Chung / PBR Principal - Landscape Architecture 

 Tom Schnell / PBR Principal - Planning 

 Catie Cullison / PBR Associate - Planning 

 

DISTRIBUTION: Attendees 

 

SUBJECT: Thomas Square Renovation Historic Hawai‘i Foundation Pre-

Consultation Meeting  

 
The purpose of this meeting was to meet with Historic Hawai‘i Foundation and SHPD 

architectural division to discuss the Thomas Square Renovation project; share some preliminary 

project concepts; and gain an understanding of HHF/SHPD’s role and suggestions as the 

Environmental Assessment process commences. 

 

Catie Cullison walked through a brief summary of the key point of significance, the Restoration 

of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1843.  

 

The group then reviewed a series of historic plans beginning with the park’s dedication in 1850, 

1883 layout by Sterling, addition of banyan trees from Ainahou by Cleghorn, 1887 bandstand, 

the 1932 regrade by Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson; the emphasis on the 

Young Street axis by Walters; as well as the tree installation which does not follow any of the 

plans.  

 

Catie shared some images of current conditions and went over the project goals: 1) to honor the 

Restoration; 2) to make it central to the arts district in both form and function; 3) to make it 

welcoming to all people. Key elements are proposed to support these goals including: inclusion 

of a Hawaiian flag; representation of Kauikeouli; bandstand; removal of the fountain; add 

outdoor seating opportunities; incorporate a splash pad; and continuation of open spaces to 

allow on-going events like Lā Ho‘iho‘e Ea. 

 

The group then reviewed a 10-point plan that represents the City’s direction forward with the 

park, incorporating the above elements. 

 

Plan comments from Kiersten Faulkner: 

 Does the ASLA 2000 plan reference the British Jack? 

 Has the project team interviewed Julie Walters (wife of George Walters)? She 

may have insights into his design intent. 

 



July 1, 2015 

Meeting Notes: Thomas Square Park Renovation HHF/SHPD Pre-Consultation Meeting 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

Plan comments from Kiersten Faulkner (continued): 

 Clarifications on the two plans shown – is the 10-point plan the first phase and the more 

developed plan future phases. Answer: 10-point plan is the current direction for the park plan in 

total. It has evolved from the more developed plan. 

 Positive reaction to plan evolution in general from the more developed to less developed. 

Kiersten noted that the simpler approach is more appropriate. 

 Positive to the City’s commitment to invest in a park that is important to Hawai‘i history. 

 The plan and supporting materials should identify the historic elements and defining 

characteristics of the park. 

 Positive reaction to elimination of Young Street bicycle route through park. Questions about 

Victoria and Ward sidewalk widths and if they would allow for bicycles. To be resolved. 

 Secretary of the Interior Standards discussion: maintain as much historic fabric as you have, 

anything new or rehabilitated should be compatible and evaluated for compatibility. A 

rehabilitation is a modern use of a place; to work with what you have. 

 No adverse effect is the best outcome.  

 Specialty Paving: Noted that specialty paving should be compatible and harmonious – something 

reminiscent of coral paths may be appropriate. 

 Trees: Are any of the trees eligible for the Exceptional Tree list?  

 Fountain: could it be kept or modified? If it was a place originally designed for cooling and 

refreshment, how can it be adapted for a modern use? Can it be adapted without the addition of 

additional exterior equipment? 

 Lighting: design of the fixture is important and effects can be analyzed. 

 Commercial activity: Cautioned that structures for commercial uses could turn the park into a 

place that could be anywhere else in the city. 

 Bandstand: Concern about a large structure in the park and that it won’t be compatible with the 

Secretary of the Interior Standards. Discussion revolved around the fact that the earliest park 

improvements included a bandstand. The issue was left unresolved. 

 Art in the Park: Encouraged plan to allow for temporary art, and set guidelines for permanence, 

duration. Permanent statuary was not desired. 

 

Process comments from Kaiwi Yoon: 

 Consider interfacing with OHA, the discussion relative to governance will be informative. 

 The site is significant relative to National Register Criteria A and B (associated with events and 

lives of significant persons) 

 SHPD will need plans for review – then they can provide official reaction; important to define 

whether the plans are rehabilitation or restoration. 

 Noted that an exemption will be tricky. 

 

 

 

This is our understanding of the topics discussed and the conclusions reached.  Please give PBR HAWAII 

written notification of any errors or omissions within seven calendar days.  Otherwise, this report will be 

deemed an accurate record and directive. 
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TSq Tree Evaluation Matrix‐Nimz‐4Sept14 ‐ v2 tree correction 7/15/2016
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1 Cassiafistula x javanica Rainbow Shower  25 11 30 X X X X
2 Koelreuteria paniculata Gold tree 30 9 25 X X X X
3 Koelreuteria paniculata Gold tree 45 16 30 X X X X
4 Koelreuteria paniculata Gold tree 45 16 30 X X X X
5 Sterculia apetala Panama 55 44 80 X X X X

6 Terminalia catappa Tropical Almond 30 42 50 X X X X X

7 Delonix regia Royal Poinciana 35 38 70 X X X X X X
8 Ficus benjamina Ficus benjamina 60 33 60 X X X X

9 Ficus   Ficus sp 40 78 50 X X X X X
10 Piscidia piscipula Jamaican Dogwood 40 26 40 X X X X
11 Terminalia catappa Tropical Almond 35 32 60 X X X X

12 Ficus benjamina Ficus benjamina 45 57 60 X X X X X X

13 Piscidia piscipula Jamaican Dogwood 40 30 50 X X X X
14 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame tree 15 3 10 X X X X
15 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame tree 20 3 15 X X X X
16 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame tree 15 3 10 X X X X
17 Terminalia catappa Tropical Almond 35 30 60 X X X X
18 Ficus Ficus sp 40 77 80 X X X X
19 Cordia subcordata Kou 25 12 25 X X X X
20 Cordia subcordata Kou 25 12 20 X X X X
21 Thespesia populnea Milo 25 12 25 X X X X
22 Buddleja saligna False Olive 35 38 60 X X X X
23 Thespesia populnea Milo 25 12 25 X X X X
24 Buddleja saligna False Olive 35 36 60 X X X X
25 Thespesia populnea Milo 20 8 20 X X X X
26 Caesalpinia ferrea Leopard tree 25 8 20 X X X X X
27 Caesalpinia ferrea Leopard tree 25 8 20 X X X X X
28 Samanea Saman Monkeypod 35 18 40 X X X X
29 Buddleja saligna False Olive 35 30 50 X X X X
30 Dodonaea viscosa False Wiliwili 45 28 30 X X X X
31 Ficus benjamina Ficus benjamina 35 62 120 X X X X
32 Samanea Saman Monkeypod 25 12 20 X X X X
33 Dodonaea viscosa False Wiliwili 35 32 40 X X X X
34 Piscidia piscipula Jamaican Dogwood 30 34 40 X X X X
35 Piscidia piscipula Jamaican Dogwood 30 36 40 X X X X
36 Caesalpinia ferrea Leopard tree 15 4 10 X X X X X
37 Caesalpinia ferrea Leopard tree 20 6 15 X X X X X

38 Guazuma ulmifolia West Indian Elm 40 40 30 X X X X X X

39 Ficus microcarpa Chinese Banyan 35 58 90 X X X X
40 Ficus benghalensis Indian Banyan 60 25 feet 100 X X X X X
41 Ficus benghalensis Indian Banyan 60 15 feet 100 X X X X X
42 Ficus benghalensis Indian Banyan 60 25 feet 100 X X X X X

43 Ficus benghalensis Indian Banyan 60 20 feet 100 X X X X X

(Please check one) Semi‐rare = 
not common or regularly used in 

our typical landscape plant 
paletteBOTANICAL NAME

TREE 

NO.

HEIGHT
TRUNK 

DIAMETER

CANOPY 

SPREAD

COMMON NAME

TREE RISK 

(STRUCTURAL)

(Please check one)

MATURITY

(Please check one) (Please check one)

CONDITION HORTICULTURAL VALUE
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TSq Tree Evaluation Matrix‐Nimz‐4Sept14 ‐ v2 tree correction 7/15/2016

1 Cassiafistula x javanica
2 Koelreuteria paniculata
3 Koelreuteria paniculata
4 Koelreuteria paniculata
5 Sterculia apetala

6 Terminalia catappa

7 Delonix regia
8 Ficus benjamina

9 Ficus  
10 Piscidia piscipula
11 Terminalia catappa

12 Ficus benjamina

13 Piscidia piscipula
14 Brachychiton acerifolius
15 Brachychiton acerifolius
16 Brachychiton acerifolius
17 Terminalia catappa
18 Ficus
19 Cordia subcordata
20 Cordia subcordata
21 Thespesia populnea
22 Buddleja saligna
23 Thespesia populnea
24 Buddleja saligna
25 Thespesia populnea
26 Caesalpinia ferrea
27 Caesalpinia ferrea
28 Samanea Saman
29 Buddleja saligna
30 Dodonaea viscosa
31 Ficus benjamina
32 Samanea Saman
33 Dodonaea viscosa
34 Piscidia piscipula
35 Piscidia piscipula
36 Caesalpinia ferrea
37 Caesalpinia ferrea

38 Guazuma ulmifolia

39 Ficus microcarpa
40 Ficus benghalensis
41 Ficus benghalensis
42 Ficus benghalensis

43 Ficus benghalensis
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w (Transplant, Remove, Prune, etc.)

X X X X
X X X X Asymmetric, shaded by adjacent Gold trees Goldenrain Tree; Pride of India
X X X X
X X X X

X X X X

X X X X
Large lower trunk wounds, decay in lower branch 
connections

Recommend additional assessment along with branch 
weight reduction pruning

X X X X Termite and twig bore damage on makai side of trunk

Recommend Resistograph testing on the main trunk to 
assess trunk soundness and branch weight reduction 
pruning

X X X X Lobate lac scale susceptible

X X X X
Asymmetric structure, shaded by adjacent Ficus tree, 
growing in planter

X X X X Asymmetric, pruned away from adjacent power lines
X X X X Lower trunk wounds

X X X X
Asymmetric, major lower branch removed, root damage, 
decay, conks in trunk, Lobate lac scale (remove) Candidate for removal

X X X X Poor branch structure, several past branch failures (remove)
X X X X Recent planting, beetle damage on leaves
X X X X Recent planting, beetle damage on leaves
X X X X Recent planting, beetle damage on leaves

X X X X Lower trunk wounds
X X X X Lobate loc scale, lower trunk wounds

X X X X
X X X X
X X X X

X X X X
X X X X

X X X X
X X X X
X X X X
X X X X
X X X X

X X X X
X X X X
X X X X Lobate lac scale

X X X
X X X X
X X X X Lower trunk wounds
X X X X Large lower trunk wound

X X X X
X X X X

X X X X
Large cavity in lower trunk, decay, codominant stems, cable 
branches and reduce branch end weight High traffic area may warrant removal

X X X X Leaf and Gall wasp infestation Remain on treatment for leaf and stem gall wasp
X X X X Multi trunks aerial roots
X X X X Multi trunks aerial roots
X X X X Multi trunks aerial roots

X X X X Multi trunks aerial roots, decay in lower trunk

Additional assessment with removal of dead and 
decayed sections, monitor and treat trunk area for 
termites and bore infestations

MAINTENANCE LEVEL

(Please check one)

DISEASE SUSCEPTIBILIY

(Please check one)(Please check one)

TRANSPLANTABLE

TRANSPLANT 

DIFFICULTY

(Please check one)
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APPENDIX C:  
COST ESTIMATE 

INFORMATION 
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Qty Rate Total

Site Clearing

5.00 $15,450.00 $77,250

1.00 $92,700.00 $92,700

$169,950

Landscaping

4,565.00 $103.00 $470,195

246,537.00 $0.46 $114,270

$584,465

$754,415

Landscaping

246,537.00 $3.61 $888,766

$888,766

Water Supply

1.00 $2,060.00 $2,060

$2,060

$890,826

Landscaping

246,537.00 $0.65 $159,978

1,521.00 $51.50 $78,331

$238,309

$238,309

Site Lighting

16.00 $1,693.81 $27,101

32.00 $1,054.22 $33,735

32.00 $1,504.31 $48,138

1.00 $3,269.00 $3,269

8.00 $491.63 $3,933

500.00 $138.59 $69,293

$185,469

Rates Current At August 2015

CY

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LF

Acre

LS

SF

CY

SF

LS

SF

Site Preparation

Irrigation

New Lawn

Uplight Banyan Trees

Clear and grub

Erosion control

Top soil (6" depth)

Soil amendment (2" depth)

Irrigation

Allow for water supply connection

Lawn

2x (1" layer sand top dress over lawn area)

Wood pole

White LED flood light

Site Lighting

Site Clearing

Landscaping

SITE PREPARATION

Landscaping

Water Supply

IRRIGATION

Landscaping

NEW LAWN

3

G2050

129

205

4

G4020

209

210

211

212

213

214

RGB color changing light

DMX control panel

Pole mounted motion sensor

Trench/conduit/wire

Thomas Square Master Plan
Rough Order of Magnitude 082515

Location Elements Item

Description

1

G1010

Unit

2

G2050

128

G3010

208

126

270

G2050

127

204

ccullison
Text Box
NOTE: Draft, subject to change. Cost estimates of individual elements were prepared during the planning process to assist in considering alternatives.  Some elements may not be included in the Preferred Alternative Master Plan.



$185,469

Site Development

3,050.00 $15.45 $47,122

1.00 $87,550.00 $87,550

$134,672

Site Lighting

1.00 $2,416.00 $2,416

1.00 $841.00 $842

340.00 $111.34 $37,857

$41,115

$175,787

Site Development

1.00

Site Lighting

1.00 $841.00 $840

340.00 $111.34 $37,857

3.00 $1,084.00 $3,252

$41,949

$41,949

Site Demolition and Relocations

5,700.00 $10.75 $61,258

900.00 $16.12 $14,509

1.00 $5,374.00 $5,374

$81,141

Roadways

900.00 $37.61 $33,853

1.00 $10,747.00 $10,747

$44,600

Pedestrian Paving

4,500.00 $21.49 $96,723

5,600.00 $21.49 $120,367

$217,090

Landscaping

101.00 $103.00 $10,403

15,402.00 $3.60 $55,524

15,402.00 $0.65 $9,994

19.00 $1,339.00 $25,441

500.00 $13.39 $6,695

CY

SF

SF

EA

LF

EA

SF

LF

LS

LF

LS

SF

SF

SF

EA

EA

EA

LF

EA

LF

LS

Interpretative Display

New Ward Avenue and Victoria Street Sidewalk

Flag Pole

Concrete with concrete colored banding

100' flag pole, including foundation

UPLIGHT BANYAN TREES

5

G2040

7

Flag pole top light

Lighting controller

Trench/conduit/wire

Interpretative display

Lighting controller

Trench/conduit/wire

Sign light

Demolition of existing concrete walkway

Demolition of existing concrete curb and gutter

Erosion control

6" Concrete curb & gutter

Traffic control

Site Demolition and Relocations

218

Site Development

Site Lighting

FLAG POLE

Site Development

Site Lighting

INTERPRETATIVE DISPLAY

233

G4020

216

217

Roadways

Pedestrian Paving

248

239

240

257

G2010

244

258

G2030

246

G2050

127

132

133

134

135

Concrete walkway - Victoria Street (10' wide)

Concrete walkway - Ward Avenue (12' wide)

Top soil (6" depth)

Irrigation

Lawn

Street tree (F.S.)

Root barrier

130

131

G4020

215

216

217

6

G2040

G1020



5,412.00 $0.46 $2,508

95.00 $51.50 $4,892

$115,457

General Conditions

1.00 $10,747.00 $10,747

$10,747

$469,035

Site Demolition and Relocations

1.00 $3,224.00 $3,224

14,200.00 $10.75 $152,608

650.00 $16.12 $10,478

$166,310

Roadways

1.00 $21,494.00 $21,494

650.00 $37.61 $24,449

$45,943

Pedestrian Paving

23,000.00 $51.50 $1,184,500

37,000.00 $21.49 $795,280

1,000.00 $32.24 $32,241

$2,012,021

Site Communications & Security

1.00 $10,747.00 $10,747

$10,747

General Conditions

1.00 $21,494.00 $21,494

$21,494

$2,256,515

Pedestrian Paving

12,768.00 $51.50 $657,552

26,000.00 $21.49 $558,845

$1,216,397

$1,216,397

Roof Construction

819.00 $59.74 $48,927

$48,927

Exterior Doors

2.00 $1,802.50 $3,605

LS

SF

SF

SF

EA

LS

SF

LF

LS

LF

SF

SF

SF

EA

SF

CY

LS

Specialty Pavers at Entrances

Specialty Pavers at Fountain Areas

Comfort Station

Site Communications & Security

General Conditions

SPECIALTY PAVERS AT ENTRANCES

Pedestrian Paving

SPECIALTY PAVERS AT FOUNTAIN AREAS

Metal security gate to restrooms

Landscaping

General Conditions

NEW WARD AVENUE AND VICTORIA STREET SIDEWALK

Site Demolition and Relocations

260

262

263

GC

259

9

G2030

137

Mobilization/demobilization

Stone pavers

249

10

B1020

39

B2030

Concrete walkway - Internal 6' wide and 20' wide at exterior of 

fountain wall

Roof framing and deck

Roof Construction

22

GC

256

8

G1020

G2010

261

266

G2030

136

241

Stone pavers

Concrete walkway - entry points (7) minus curb ramps

Roadways

265

G4030

243

Pedestrian Paving

Mobilization/demobilization

Erosion control

Demolition of existing concrete walkway for park corners and 

midblock entrances

Demolition of existing concrete curb and gutter at corners and 

midblock entrances

Traffic control

6" Concrete curb and gutter for entry points

Curb ramps (9)

Pedestrian push button

204

205

Soil amendment (2" depth)

2x (1" layer sand top dress over lawn area)



2.00 $2,317.50 $4,635

$8,240

Roof Coverings

819.00 $18.54 $15,184

$15,184

Roof Openings

2.00 $1,236.00 $2,472

$2,472

Fittings

4.00 $1,339.00 $5,356

2.00 $1,545.00 $3,090

$8,446

Wall Finishes

734.00 $25.75 $18,901

$18,901

Plumbing Fixtures

4.00 $1,545.00 $6,180

2.00 $1,236.00 $2,472

6.00 $1,210.33 $7,262

2.00 $5,150.00 $10,300

1.00 $1,545.00 $1,545

$27,759

Fixed Furnishings

8.00 $360.50 $2,884

$2,884

Building Elements Demolition

9.00 $103.00 $927

36.00 $15.44 $556

734.00 $3.09 $2,268

2.00 $515.00 $1,030

$4,781

$137,594

Pedestrian Paving

67.00 $128.75 $8,626

1,816.00 $13.39 $24,316

$32,942

$32,942

Site Development

20.00 $1,854.00 $37,080

12.00 $1,236.00 $14,832

$51,912

CY

LF

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LF

EA

LF

SF

EA

EA

SF

EA

EA

EA

SF

EA

British Jack Path

Site Furnishings

Plumbing Fixtures

Fixed Furnishings

Building Elements Demolition

COMFORT STATION

Service sinks

Demolish existing tile wall finish

Allowance for penetrations for new service sinks

194

Metal security gate at service sinks

Metal standing seam roof

Solatubes

Fittings

Wall Finishes

Exterior Doors

Roof Coverings

Roof Openings

Water closets

Urinals

Lavatory

D2010

191

192

193

138

139

Pedestrian Paving

BRITISH JACK PATH

232

11

27

11

G2030

Site Development

Crushed coral stone (3" depth)

Brick header

Benches

Trash cans

12

G2040

231

50

C1030

17

18

C3010

16

Toilet partitions including doors

Allowance for toilet accessories

Tile at restrooms

195

E2010

24

F2010

9

10

Drinking fountain

Stainless steel countertop at service sinks

Demolish existing plumbing fixtures

Demolish existing toilet partitions

23

B3010

149

B3020



Site Lighting

1.00 $841.00 $840

1,430.00 $111.34 $159,221

27.00 $3,162.59 $85,390

$245,451

$297,363

Site Demolition and Relocations

1.00 $2,150.00 $2,150

2,400.00 $10.75 $25,793

350.00 $16.12 $5,642

$33,585

Roadways

1.00 $5,374.00 $5,374

350.00 $37.61 $13,165

$18,539

Pedestrian Paving

2,400.00 $21.49 $51,584

$51,584

Landscaping

50.90 $103.00 $5,243

6,560.00 $3.61 $23,649

6,560.00 $0.65 $4,257

7.00 $1,339.00 $9,373

168.00 $13.39 $2,250

2,745.00 $0.46 $1,272

40.00 $51.50 $2,060

$48,104

General Conditions

1.00 $10,747.00 $10,747

$10,747

$162,559

Site Demolition and Relocations

5,000.00 $8.60 $42,988

$42,988

Roadways

1.00 $5,374.00 $5,374

1.00 $103,000.00 $103,000

$108,374

Pedestrian Paving

5,000.00 $21.49 $107,471

$107,471

LS

SF

SF

EA

LF

SF

CY

LS

SF

LS

LS

SF

LF

LS

LF

SF

CY

SF

EA

LF

EA

Demolish Asphalt Bike Lane off King Street

New King Street Sidewalk

269

G2030

245

205

GC

236

14

G1020

Landscaping

General Conditions

NEW KING STREET SIDEWALK

Site Demolition and Relocations

Roadways

Pedestrian Paving

2x (1" layer sand top dress over lawn area)

Mobilization and demobilization

Demolition of AC pavement

Pavement restriping and signage

AC repavement

Concrete walkway for King Street Bike Lane

267

G2010

268

13

G1020

237

239

240

G2010

238

Lawn

244

G2030

247

G2050

127

140

6" Concrete curb & gutter

Concrete walkway - King Street (9' wide, match existing width)

141

142

143

204

Roadways

Pedestrian Paving

Top soil (6" depth)

Irrigation

Erosion control

Demolition of existing concrete walkway

Demolition of existing concrete curb and gutter

Traffic  control

Site Demolition and Relocations

G4020

Street tree (F.S.)

Root barrier

Soil amendment (2" depth)

216

217

219

Site Lighting

SITE FURNISHINGS

Pole light

Lighting controller

Trench/conduit/wire



Landscaping

25.10 $103.00 $2,585

1,555.00 $0.65 $1,009

4.00 $1,339.00 $5,356

88.00 $13.39 $1,178

10.00 $51.50 $515

1,555.00 $5.15 $8,008

30.00 $103.00 $3,090

$21,741

Water Supply

1.00 $53,735.00 $53,735

$53,735

Site Lighting

4.00 $2,369.00 $9,476

2.00 $4,738.00 $9,476

$18,952

$353,261

Standard Foundations

5.00 $1,236.00 $6,180

151.80 $309.00 $46,906

$53,086

Slab on Grade

818.30 $15.45 $12,642

1,092.00 $28.84 $31,493

154.00 $61.80 $9,517

$53,652

Roof Construction

1,132.00 $28.84 $32,647

182.00 $412.00 $74,984

210.00 $10.30 $2,163

$109,794

Exterior Walls

1,668.60 $56.65 $94,526

1,032.60 $61.80 $63,815

40.00 $309.00 $12,360

827.00 $87.55 $72,404

100.00 $46.35 $4,635

822.00 $4.12 $3,387

$251,127

Exterior Windows

6.00 $988.83 $5,933

$5,933

SF

LF

LF

SF

SF

LF

SF

SF

SF

EA

EA

EA

EA

LF

SF

SF

SF

CY

SF

EA

LF

CY

SF

CY

LS

Bandstand

Root barrier

2x (1" layer sand top dress over lawn area)

Irrigation

Topsoil (48" depth at new tree locations)

Civil utility improvements (catch basin modification, fire hydrant 

relocation, etc.)

Streetlight relocation

Traffic signal relocation

Column footings - assume 3.5'x3.5'x2'

Wall footings - assume 3.5'x2'

Slab on grade including base course

Slab on grade including base course - leaf imprinted surface - 

assume 18" thick

Concrete stairs at stage

Concrete slab to roof

Curved glulam roof framing

Tie rods between roof framing

Slab on Grade

B1020

76

77

Concrete walls

Stone veneer

Roof Construction

Exterior Walls

Exterior Windows

Concrete pier at stage - 18"x36"

Decorative metal screen

Textured wood planks - assume 10' height panel at each glulam

Paint to walls

4'x2' windows at bandstand

234

235

81

83

B2020

69

78

B2010

28

29

205

206

207

G3010

242

G4020

A1010

40

47

A1030

67

74

14

65

66

Landscaping

Water Supply

Site Lighting

DEMOLISH ASPHALT BIKE LANE OFF KING STREET

Standard Foundations

16

G2050

127

129

134

135

Top soil (6" depth)

Lawn

Street tree (F.S.)



Exterior Doors

2.00 $4,120.00 $8,240

3.00 $2,472.00 $7,416

2.00 $1,802.50 $3,605

75.00 $1,544.99 $115,874

$135,135

Roof Coverings

22.00 $25.77 $567

1,227.00 $154.50 $189,571

1,132.00 $25.75 $29,149

31.00 $32.97 $1,022

$220,309

Roof Openings

9.00 $1,236.00 $11,124

$11,124

Fittings

1.00 $515.00 $515

$515

Wall Finishes

224.00 $25.75 $5,768

1,971.80 $2.57 $5,077

$10,845

Plumbing Fixtures

1.00 Excl.

1.00 $6,180.00 $6,180

2.00 $5,150.00 $10,300

$16,480

Distribution Systems

569.00 $36.05 $20,512

$20,512

Electrical Service & Distribution

8.00 $852.88 $6,823

$6,823

Lighting and Branch Wiring

12.00 $1,930.75 $23,169

1.00 $3,269.00 $3,269

$26,438

Communications & Security

1.00 $25,182.00 $25,182

1.00 $11,466.00 $11,466

$36,648

Sound & Lighting Equipment

4.00 $3,296.00 $13,184

3.00 $1,608.67 $4,826

1.00 $3,600.00 $3,600

LS

LS

EA

EA

EA

SF

SF

LS

EA

EA

SF

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LF

LF

SF

SF

LF

EA

EA

EA

Metal downspouts

D2010

Exterior Doors

Roof Coverings

Roof Openings

Exterior door, metal, single swing

Metal security gate at stage

Metal accordion security gate - 10' height

Plumbing Fixtures

Distribution Systems

Electrical Service & Distribution

Lighting and Branch Wiring

221

222

Exterior door, metal, double swing

Fittings

Tensile fabric roof  (added 10% to account for curve)

Single ply membrane over rigid insulation

Metal flashing

Solatubes

Allowance for toilet accessories

D3040

201

D5010

224

D5020

D5030

220

223

E1090

151

152

Speaker, type X

PA, type 2C

Communications & Security

153

Allowance for HVAC for bandstand

Outlets

Weatherproof stage lights

DMX lighting controller

AV system headend/setup

Speaker system

Speaker, type S

73

B3010

75

79

80

82

B3020

50

C1030

150

C3010

16

250

251

252

Tile at restrooms

Paint to walls

Unisex toilet fixtures

Drinking fountain

Lavatory (dressing rooms)

Wall Finishes

33

36

72

B2030

35



1.00 $3,476.00 $3,476

1.00 $3,937.00 $3,937

1.00 $1,800.00 $1,800

1.00 $1,800.00 $1,800

1.00 $2,024.00 $2,024

2.00 $1,406.00 $2,812

1.00 $393.00 $393

1.00 $450.00 $450

1.00 $2,755.00 $2,755

1.00 $990.00 $990

3.00 $810.00 $2,430

1.00 $2,024.00 $2,024

1.00 $2,475.00 $2,475

1.00 $31,941.00 $31,941

1.00 $483.00 $483

1.00 $528.00 $528

1.00 $259.00 $259

1.00 $146.00 $146

1.00 $675.00 $675

1.00 $899.00 $899

1.00 $1,463.00 $1,463

1.00 $1,125.00 $1,125

1.00 $1,125.00 $1,125

1.00 $3,017.00 $3,017

16.00 $899.88 $14,398

10.00 $2,587.40 $25,874

10.00 $225.00 $2,250

1.00 $19,134.00 $19,134

4.00 $112.50 $450

8.00 $112.38 $899

12.00 $78.75 $945

12.00 $202.50 $2,430

12.00 $45.08 $541

1.00 $2,369.00 $2,369

$159,927

Fixed Furnishings

12.00 $185.42 $2,225

$2,225

Water Supply

1.00 $20,600.00 $20,600

$20,600

Site Lighting

340.00 $111.34 $37,857

$37,857

$1,179,030

LF

EA

EA

LS

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LS

LF

LS

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LS

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

LS

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

EA

Rolling equipment rack with slant top

20A power condition, remote controlled

Custom plates and panels, lot

Wiring and installation materials, lot

7" touchpanel, wall mounted

Control system processor, type x

Wireless mic RX with handheld

10 port switch, POE, fanless, smart

Wi-Fi router

Floor swing rack, 40 RU with zero clearance latch, UPS bracket and 

XXX (front door)

Sound reinforcement system installation

DMX opto-splitter with RDM, 1x4, DIN rail mountable

Contact closure, DIN rail mountable

DIN rail, large NEMA 1 box

Power supply for NEMA box, 30W

ACN gateway, 1 DMX output

iPad with luminaire app

Sound & Lighting Equipment

Fixed Furnishings

Water Supply

253

G4020

217

Allow for water and sewer service

Trench/conduit/wire

Site Lighting

BANDSTAND

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

E2010

71

G3010

Architectural control processor with TCP/IP

Custom plates and panels, lot

Wiring and installation materials, lot

Theatrical lighting installation

Par LED

Ellipsoidal LED light engine, multi-color, no lens

Lens

Lighting instruments installation

Vocal mic

Instrument mic

Floor mic stand

45"-81" boom arm / counterweight

16"-28" boom arm

Loose equipment installation

Plastic laminate countertop

157

158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

154

155

156

DSP, type 2, 12x8 with one card slot

Sound mixer, type X

Stage box



Standard Foundations

11.00 $1,236.00 $13,596

141.20 $309.00 $43,631

$57,227

Slab on Grade

805.70 $15.45 $12,449

26.00 $25.77 $670

$13,119

Roof Construction

1,166.00 $59.74 $69,657

484.00 $82.40 $39,882

1,262.00 $103.00 $129,985

$239,524

Exterior Walls

1,203.40 $56.65 $68,173

1,818.40 $61.80 $112,376

93.00 $275.01 $25,576

32.00 $25.75 $824

$206,949

Exterior Windows

2.00 $989.00 $1,978

$1,978

Exterior Doors

1.00 $3,605.00 $3,605

1.00 $4,120.00 $4,120

2.00 $2,472.00 $4,944

$12,669

Roof Coverings

1,166.00 $18.54 $21,618

$21,618

Roof Openings

2.00 $1,236.00 $2,472

$2,472

Wall Finishes

1,246.20 $2.57 $3,209

$3,209

Plumbing Fixtures

1.00 $5,150.00 $5,150

1.00 $5,150.00 $5,150

1.00 $1,133.00 $1,133

2.00 $5,150.00 $10,300

$21,733

Distribution Systems

EA

SF

EA

EA

EA

EA

SF

SF

LF

LF

EA

EA

EA

EA

SF

EA

LF

SF

LF

SF

SF

SF

Food Kiosk

Mop sink

Floor drain including piping

Paint to walls

Can wash including piping

Kitchen sink including piping197

198

200

D3040

Plumbing Fixtures

29

38

46

B2020

32

B2030

34

35

36

B3010

149

B3020

50

C3010

33

D2010

196

Exterior Walls

Exterior Windows

Exterior Doors

Roof Coverings

Roof Openings

Wall Finishes

Stone veneer

Concrete columns - 24"x24"

Allowance for connections to existing walls

4'x2' service windows at snack bar

Metal security gate to trash area

Exterior door, metal, double swing

Exterior door, metal, single swing

Metal standing seam roof

Solatubes

17

A1010

40

47

A1030

14

15

B1020

Column footings - assume 3.5'x3.5'x2'

Wall footings - assume 3.5'x2'

Slab on grade including base course

Allowance for connection to existing slab on grade

39

42

43

B2010

28

Standard Foundations

Slab on Grade

Roof Construction

Roof framing and deck

Trellis roofing system, cable infills

Trellis roofing system

Concrete walls



673.00 $36.05 $24,262

$24,262

Electrical Service & Distribution

7.00 $550.71 $3,855

1.00 $3,174.00 $3,174

1.00 $3,269.00 $3,269

$10,298

Lighting and Branch Wiring

3.00 $728.67 $2,186

$2,186

Commercial Equipment

1.00 Excl.

Excl.

Fixed Furnishings

36.00 $360.50 $12,978

$12,978

Building Elements Demolition

3.00 $257.67 $773

1.00 $103.00 $103

336.00 $3.09 $1,038

120.00 $15.45 $1,854

1.00 $3,090.00 $3,090

2.00 $103.00 $206

$7,064

Site Development

41.00 $278.10 $11,402

12.00 $412.00 $4,944

2.00 $515.00 $1,030

$17,376

$654,662

Site Earthwork

13,000.00 $32.24 $419,134

$419,134

Site Development

7,080.00 $15.45 $109,386

468.00 $154.50 $72,306

23.00 $412.00 $9,476

1,418.00 $61.80 $87,632

456.00 $618.00 $281,808

$560,608

Site Lighting

1.00 $841.00 $842

340.00 $111.34 $37,857

LF

EA

SF

LF

EA

LF

SF

LS

EA

EA

EA

EA

SF

EA

EA

CY

SF

EA

LS

LF

EA

EA

SF

SF

Upper Plaza and Amphitheater Stairs

Allowance for HVAC to food kiosk

Switch/receptacle

Premium for concrete steps on grade

Stone faced walls, including foundation

Lighting controller

Trench/conduit/wire

Lights

Kitchen equipment - excluded

Stainless steel countertop at snack bar

Demolish existing columns

Demolish existing tile wall finish

Demolish existing wall at maintenance building - assumed CMU

Allowance for miscellaneous demolition (signs & posts, column base, 

etc)

Utility meter/main

Site Development

148

190

G4020

216

217

9

11

12

13

30

Demolish existing plumbing fixtures

G2040

49

147

255

18

189

G2040

145

146

147

Concrete with concrete colored banding

Railings

Large lettering to stone/entry wall (measured elsewhere)

Building Elements Demolition

Site Development

FOOD KIOSK

Site Earthwork

Demolish existing doors

Entry wall comprised of concrete, EFS, cast stone caps

Large lettering to stone/entry wall (measured elsewhere)

Light piers; concrete w/ cast stone cap

Embankment

G1030

E2010

31

F2010

202

D5010

226

227

228

D5020

Panelboard

8

Distribution Systems

Electrical Service & Distribution

Lighting and Branch Wiring

Commercial Equipment

Fixed Furnishings

225

E1010

203



4.00 $2,913.75 $11,655

12.00 $1,456.92 $17,483

$67,837

$1,047,579

EA

EA

Pedestrian pole lights

Step lights

Site Lighting

UPPER PLAZA AND AMPHITHEATER STAIRS

229

230
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(type ail entries — complete appncaoie sections)

liii

COMMON:

Thomas Square (80-14-9990)

STATE:

Hawaii
COUNTY:

Honolulu
FOR NPS USE ONLY

EiS6Y ^ u^ Bi^7Z DATE
M|TI » 0

i:::|i:::i§igiii:i;ii;!|P:i|i;:^

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Bounded by King St., Ward Avenue, S. Beretania St., and Victoria St.
CITY OR TOWN:

Honolulu
STATE CODE COUNTY:

Hawaii 15

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

CD District Q Building 23 Public Public Acquisition: 

[X| Site Q Structure D Private Q In Process 

CD Object CD ^ otn f~~l Being Considerec

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 I Agricultural CD Government (^ Park 

CD Commercial CD Industrial Q Private Residence 

[~1 Educational CD Military | | Religious 

CD Entertainment CD Museum CD Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

State of Hawaii
STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of Land & Natural Resources
CITY OR TOWN: STA"

Honolulu

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Bureau of Conveyances
STREET AND NUMBER:

Tax Office Annex
CITY OR TOWN: STA'

Honolulu

CODE

Honolulu 03

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

S Occupied Yes:

D . . . . CD Restricted 
Unoccupied   '

i   in . i Ixl Unrestricted 1 _ 1 Preservation work

in progress '   ' "°

CD Transportation CD Comments 

CD Other (Sperlfy)

PE: CODE

Hawaii 15

FE CODE

Hawaii 15

TITLE OF SURVEY: - _   -,--_

. v". f\ ! / o\
None ,3- ;   --' -*":,/ /\

DATE OF SURVEY: .  . ' " /^.^ ^X^§J\CD Federal CD State CD County CD Local

'DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ' </%,"** T'xA

  UT ; i ~^ '• ^c/* """"i
STREET AND NUMBER:! "1 ? \C<1 •* ^ j") " i " I

\iD\ ^sf///i"> *%^p i^Tj
CITY OR TOWN: V^\ "u' X ''^ / / ̂ -V STATvx '*"• ,,<<y E: CODE

NC/^7j[-g\^

STATE:

Hawaii

X o
0 
O
H->

cI 1
c

C"O

t^l

3
TS

COUNTY:

ENTR

Y NUMBER

DATE j

-n 

O 
73 
2 -D 
t/i
C 
t/> 
m
0
zr~ 
-<



CONDITION
C3 Excellent Q Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

£3 Deteriorated

(Check One) 

D Altered Q Unaltered

D Ruins I [ Unexposed

(Check One) 

C3 Moved (3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAU APPEARANCE

Thomas Square is approximately 6.5 acres of landscaped lawn across South 
Beretania Street from the Honolulu Academy of Arts. It offers a green arid 
quiet space to residents and visitors both in the Honolulu Civic Center 
area.

The park is surrounded by a trimmed mock orange hedge and is planted with 
many shrubs common to Hawaii. The center of the square is marked by a 
single fountain spurting 20 ft. in the air and cascading into a surround­ 
ing pool. The central area of the park is made cool and shady by the 
presence of a huge banyan tree. Other areas of the park are shaded by 
different varieties of banyan, flowering shower trees, and some rare 
varieties of Hawaiian "fish poison" trees.

The square is bounded on all sides by a wide pedestrian sidewalk allowing 
the interior space to remain lawn and shaded areas for recreational use.

u»

rn 
rn

z
oo

O 

Z

on



iiiiiiiiiiill
PERIOD (TCfeecfc Gtee or More as Appropriate)

O Pre-CcJorobkm | d 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

D 18th Century 

JB 19fh Century

20th Century

1843
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

PI Prehistoric

n Historic 

E~l Agriculture 

j \ Architecture 

D Art 

[~{ Commerce 

| | Communications 

[ | Conservation

I | Education

O Engineering

| | industry

t t Invention

{t Landscape

	Architecture 

PI Literature

Q Military 

D Music

|XJ

{ | 

j j 
F~1

j |

Political 

Religion/Phi­

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio (/Human­

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation

I { Urban Planning 

O Other (Specify)

z
O

u

01

LLJ 

LLJ

CO

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In early 1843, Lord George Paulet, representing the British Crown, over­ 
stepped his bounds, landed sailors and marines, seized the government 
buildings in Honolulu and forced the King (Kamehameha III) to cede the 
Hawaiian kingdom to Great Britain. Paulet raised the British flag and 
issued a proclamation formally annexing Hawaii to the British Grown. 
Queen Victoria, on learning the injustice done, immediately sent an envoy 
to the islands to restore sovereignty to its rightful rulers. The man 
chosen for this task was Rear Admiral Richard Thomas, and on July 31, 
1843, pompous ceremonies were held whereby the Hawaiian Kingdom was 
restored. It was on the occasion of the restoration that Kamehameha was 
moved to say, "Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono" -- The life of the land 
is restored in righteousness. (This statement has since become the 
official motto of the State of Hawaii.)

From July 31, 1843, the plot of land on which the ceremonies took place 
was known as Thomas Square. Kamehameha III later officially gave this, 
name to the area and dedicated it as a public park. In 1850, the Privy 
Council voted to enlarge the square, and in 1925, a Joint Resolution of 
the legislative session set aside Thomas Square as a public park and 
placed it under the management of the Park Board of the City and County 
of Honolulu. It remains this today.

From the time of Captain Cook's discovery (1778) until annexation to the 
United States (1900), the Hawaiian government was beset with diplomatic 
problems with other, more powerful nations. On many occasions gunboats 
were anchored off Honolulu or Lahaina. The incident with Lord Paulet 
was probably the most outstanding as it is the only one that resulted in 
the forced take-over of the Hawaiian Kingdom by a foreign power. For 
this reason, the site of the restoration by Admiral Thomas has special
significance. That it is preserved today as a park only-.enhances its- ,-" "T v * ($ / / r>value. /'cv l -    :-'--'-,{./



None M r " -li i$?2 'o|
\4 HATIQN ,. .t;

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (

———————— ——————————————————————— _____________________
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ° 
NE ° ° 
SE ° ° 
SW o . . o , .

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
Q OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LOI

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees \

21° 18* 20" 157°

•JGITUDE

linutes Seconds

51 ' 06"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: £%

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES.

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY

COUNTY

COUNTY

ji
CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Dorothy Riconda, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

Hawaii Register of Historic Places • Mar
STREET AND NUMBER: • '

P. 0. Box 621
CITY OR TOWN:

Honolulu
li$&;$^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National^p^ State ggj Local Q

Name"^7'2'^"/'^^-'^*^ ^*^"V*-~& -""""""I
£ ( L A '-^ /%%/

Title Chairman and Member *~"~

Date *r " / -^""N

STATE ' /"

Hawaii

ch 23. 1972

CODE

15

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

/pj */ "7, %
CurfasJl /n* cwjtcy

Chief, Office of Archeology andHistgi 

A I ^1
Date ^7 ^^ f ' ^*^

"jjf~i*resetvation

ATTEST* V 

Date

rn 
m

C= 
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ep

th
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to
 1
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 b
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tin
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ce
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ci

nd
er

 s
an

ds
 g

en
er

al
ly

 w
er

e 
un

de
rla
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 b
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ht
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 m
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at

el
y 

w
ea

th
er

ed
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nd
 h

ar
d 
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l 
fo

rm
at
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ht
ly

 t
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m
od

er
at

el
y 

w
ea

th
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ed
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nd
 m

ed
iu

m
 h

ar
d 

to
 h

ar
d 

sa
nd

st
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e 
an

d 
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e 

to
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er
y 
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e 
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ra
llin

e 
de
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s 
ex
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nd

in
g 
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 m
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im
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 d

ep
th

 e
xp
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re

d 
of
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ou
t 2

2 
fe

et
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W
e 

en
co

un
te

re
d 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 
in

 
th

e 
bo

rin
gs

 
at

 
de

pt
hs

 
ra

ng
in

g 
fro

m
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t 
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 to
 2

0.
5 

fe
et

 
be

lo
w

 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 
su

rfa
ce

 
at

 
th

e 
tim

e 
of
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r 
fie

ld
 

ex
pl

or
at

io
n.

 
Th

e 
gr

ou
nd

w
at

er
 le

ve
ls

 g
en

er
al

ly
 c

or
re

sp
on

d 
to

 e
le

va
tio

ns
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f a
bo

ut
 +

1.
5 

to
 +

2.
0 

fe
et

 M
SL

. 

Ba
se

d 
on

 th
e 

su
bs

ur
fa

ce
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 a
t t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 s

ite
, w

e 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 
th

e 
ba

nd
st

an
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
su

pp
or

te
d 

on
 a

 s
ha

llo
w

 fo
un

da
tio

n 
sy

st
em

 c
on

si
st

in
g 

of
 

sp
re

ad
 a

nd
/o

r 
co

nt
in

uo
us

 f
oo

tin
gs

. 
As

 a
n 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e,

 f
ou

nd
at

io
n 

fo
r 

su
pp

or
t 

of
 t

he
 

ba
nd

st
an

d 
al

so
 m

ay
 c

on
si

st
 o

f 
th

ic
ke

ne
d-

ed
ge

 s
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b 
fo

ot
in

gs
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An
 a

llo
w
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le

 b
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rin
g 

pr
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 o
f 

up
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50
0 

ps
f 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 f
or

 t
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 d
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ig
n 

of
 f

oo
tin

gs
 b

ea
rin

g 
on

 t
he
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co
m

pa
ct

ed
 in

-s
itu

 s
oi

ls
.  

Th
e 

al
lo

w
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le
 b

ea
rin

g 
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es
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re
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 fo
r d

ea
d-

pl
us

-li
ve

 lo
ad

s 
an

d 
m

ay
 b

e 
in
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ea

se
d 

by
 u

p 
to

 o
ne

-th
ird

 (1
/3

) w
he

n 
co

ns
id

er
in

g 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 w
in

d 
an

d/
or

 s
ei
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ic

 
lo
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s.

 B
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ed
 o

n 
th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 lo
ad

s 
an

d 
su

bs
ur

fa
ce

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, a

 2
-fo

ot
 d

ia
m

et
er

 d
ril

le
d 

sh
af

t e
xt

en
di

ng
 to

 a
 m

in
im

um
 d

ep
th

 o
f 7

 fe
et

 b
el

ow
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 s
ur

fa
ce

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 u

se
d 

to
 

su
pp

or
t t

he
 fl

ag
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le
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Th
e 

te
xt

 o
f 

th
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 r
ep

or
t 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
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rre

d 
to

 f
or

 d
et
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d 
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si
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 s
pe

ci
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co
m

m
en

da
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 d
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In
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n

Th
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 r
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or
t 

pr
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 t
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es

ul
ts

 o
f 

ou
r 

ge
ot

ec
hn

ic
al

 e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

ex
pl

or
at

io
n 

pe
rfo

rm
ed

 fo
r 

th
e 

Th
om

as
 S
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ar

e 
R

en
ov

at
io

n 
P
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se

 1
 p

ro
je

ct
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 th
e 

H
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ul

u 
ar

ea
 o

n 

th
e 
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f O
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at
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ro
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M
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. 
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 r
ep

or
t 

su
m
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iz
es

 t
he

 f
in

di
ng

s 
fro

m
 o

ur
 f

ie
ld

 e
xp

lo
ra

tio
n 
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d 
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ra
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te
st

in
g 
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d 
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en
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ur
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ch
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l r
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m

en
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 d
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e 
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t d
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 d
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e 

an
d 
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 p

re
pa

ra
tio
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 f

in
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s 
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d 
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m
m
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pr
es

en
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 to
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ns
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t t
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f t
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s 
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Th
e 

pr
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ec
t 

si
te

 i
s 
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te
d 

be
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ee
n 

S
ou

th
 B

er
et

an
ia
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W

ar
d,
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g 
an

d 
V

ic
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S
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et
s 
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ol
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u.
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 p
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je
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 c
on

si
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of

 im
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tin
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 p
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ud
in

g 
a 
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 b
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, 
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e 
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d 
w
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A

lth
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 t
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e 

w
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 d
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 p
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r 
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ed
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e 
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w
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g 
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at
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r 
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f t
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n 

de
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f t
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ag
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le
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V

er
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al
 L
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d:

  1
.0

 K
ip

 
 

La
te

ra
l L
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d 

at
 to

p 
of

 d
ril

le
d 

sh
af

t: 
 1

.0
 K

ip
 

 
O

ve
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M
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en
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t t
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f d
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d 
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e 
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d 
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 o
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ex

pl
or

at
io

n 
w

as
 t

o 
ob

ta
in

 a
n 

ov
er

vi
ew

 o
f 

th
e 

su
rfa

ce
 a

nd
 s

ub
su

rfa
ce

 c
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 d
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l 
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 re
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m
m
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n 
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e 
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 b
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h 
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n 
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m

 c
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g 

of
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 b
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n 
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at
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 p
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 d
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.
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at
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 d
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at
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 f
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 b
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fie
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d 
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ns
 t

o 
as

si
st

 i
n 
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e 
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e 
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d 
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at
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ra
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 o
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2.
1 

R
eg

io
na

l G
eo

lo
gy

Th
e 

Is
la

nd
 o

f O
ah

u 
w

as
 b

ui
lt 

by
 th

e 
ex

tru
si

on
 o

f b
as

al
t a

nd
 b

as
al

tic
 la

va
 fr

om
 th

e 

W
ai

an
ae

 a
nd

 K
oo

la
u 

sh
ie

ld
 v

ol
ca

no
es

. T
he

 o
ld

er
 W

ai
an

ae
 V

ol
ca

no
 is

 e
st

im
at

ed
 to

 b
e 

m
id

dl
e 

to
 la

te
 P

lio
ce

ne
 in

 a
ge

 a
nd

 fo
rm

s 
th

e 
bu

lk
 o

f t
he

 w
es

te
rn

 o
ne

-th
ird
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f t

he
 is

la
nd

. 

Th
e 

yo
un

ge
r 

K
oo

la
u 

V
ol

ca
no

 is
 e

st
im

at
ed

 t
o 

be
 la

te
 P

lio
ce

ne
 t

o 
ea

rly
 P

le
is

to
ce

ne
 in

 

ag
e 

an
d 

fo
rm

s 
th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
 o

f t
he

 e
as

te
rn

 tw
o-

th
ird

s 
of

 th
e 

is
la

nd
. A

s 
vo

lc
an

ic
 a

ct
iv

ity
 in

 

th
e 

W
ai

an
ae

 V
ol

ca
no

 c
ea

se
d,

 la
va

 f
lo

w
s 

fro
m

 t
he

 K
oo

la
u 

V
ol

ca
no

 b
an

ke
d 

ag
ai

ns
t 

its
 

er
od

ed
 e

as
te

rn
 s

lo
pe

 fo
rm

in
g 

a 
br

oa
d 

pl
at

ea
u,

 n
ow

 k
no

w
n 

as
 th

e 
S

ch
of

ie
ld

 P
la

te
au

.

Th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t 

si
te

 is
 lo

ca
te

d 
on

 t
he

 s
ou

th
er

n 
fla

nk
 o

f 
th

e 
K

oo
la

u 
V

ol
ca

no
 a

nd
 o

n 

th
e 

co
as

ta
l 

pl
ai

n 
of

 S
ou

th
er

n 
O

ah
u.

 T
he

re
fo

re
, 

th
e 

ge
om

or
ph

ol
og

y 
an

d 
su

bs
ur

fa
ce

 

co
nd

iti
on

 in
 t

he
 a

re
a 

ar
e 

di
re

ct
ly

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

gl
ac

io
-e

us
ta

tic
 f

lu
ct

ua
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
se

a 

le
ve

l d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

P
le

is
to

ce
ne

 E
po

ch
 a

nd
 th

e 
ge

ne
si

s 
of

 th
e 

H
on

ol
ul

u 
C

oa
st

al
 P

la
in

. T
he

 

co
as

ta
l p

la
in

 w
as

 b
ui

lt 
on

 t
he

 e
ro

de
d 

fla
nk

s 
of

 t
he

 K
oo

la
u 

V
ol

ca
no

. 
Th

e 
co
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ta

l p
la

in
 

w
as

 b
ui

lt 
by

 e
xt

en
si

ve
 a

cc
um

ul
at

io
n 

of
 a

llu
vi

um
 d

er
iv

ed
 f

ro
m

 e
ro

si
on

 o
f 

th
e 

vo
lc

an
o,

 

in
te

rb
ed

de
d 

w
ith

 c
or

al
 re

ef
s 

an
d 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 d

ep
os

its
. 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

P
le

is
to

ce
ne

 E
po

ch
, s

ea
 le

ve
ls

 fl
uc

tu
at

ed
 in

 r
es

po
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e 
to

 th
e 

cy
cl

es
 o

f 

co
nt

in
en

ta
l 

gl
ac

ia
tio

n.
 M

os
t 

of
 t

he
 c

oa
st
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Figure 2:  Tax Map Key [TMK: (1) 2-4-001] Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 3:  Aerial Photograph (Source: Google Earth) Showing Location of the Project Area. 
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Figure 4:  Historic Map (F.L. Lowell 1901; Registered Map 1998) Map Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 5: Kona District Map Kona District Map (Sterling and Summers 1978) Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 6: Location and Approximate Boundaries of Known Land Commission Awards in Makiki Ahupua`a. Adapted from 
Registered Map No. 813 by W.D. Alexander (1874) and Carpenter and Yent (1994). 
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Figure 7: The Old Plantation Honolulu (Monsarrat 1883) Map Showing LCAs. 
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 Table 1: Previous Archaeological Studies in the Vicinity of Project Area  

Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

McCoy 1971 TMK: (1) 2-5-019:008 Memo: Makiki Valley Burial Shelter Burial Shelter with Flexed, Historic Burial  2297 

Sinoto 1979 TMK: (1) 2-4-022:001 Memo: Burial Report Two (2) early Historic Burials 2298 

Yent & Ota 1980 TMK: (1) 2-5-019, 020 Archaeological Field Survey  Herrings Settlement, Carriage Road, and 
Retaining Walls, Agricultural Terraces 
and `auwai (Traditional Irrigation 
Ditches), Rock Shelters, Walled 
Enclosures, One (1) Platform, One (1) 
Rock Lined Pit, and Dump Site 

3985 

Yent 1982 TMK: (1) 2-5-020 Archaeological Inspection Old Carriage Road Associated Retaining 
Wall and a 1950s Pig Pen, and a Historic 
series of Terraces and Planting Holes 
Associated with a Former Residence (see 
Yet & Ota 1980)  

0000* 

Bath & Smith 1988 TMK: (1) 2-5-007:043 Burial Removal One (1) pre-Contact Disturbed Burial  3743 

Bath 1989 TMK: (1) 2-5-007:007 Burial Call Two (2) to Three (3) pre-Contact Burials 4134 

Kawachi 1988  TMK: (1) 2-5-006:014   
 

Field Check Site Deemed Insignificant   

Carpenter 1993 TMK: (1) 2-5-019:003 Survey and Archaeological Testing (1) Rock Shelter  4668 

Kolb et al. 1993 TMK: (1) 2-4-034:008 Archaeological Inventory Survey Three (3) Poorly Constructed Terraces, 
One (1) Oval Shaped Paved Area with 
Alignment, One (1) Modern Dump, and 
One (1) Terrace 

4434 and 4443 through 
4446 

Dagher 1993 TMK: (1) 2-5-003:0014 Inadvertent Discovery of Human Skeletal 
Remains 

One (1) Burial 4666 

Yent & Carpenter 
1994  

TMK: (1) 2-5-019:003 
(por.), 004, 008 (por.) and 
2-5-020:004 (por.), 005 

Archaeological Survey One (1) Rock Shelter (see Carpenter 1993) 
and Series of Large Terraces  

4668 and 4866 
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Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

Jourdane 1997 TMK: (1) 2-5-004:010 Inadvertent Discovery of Human Skeletal 
Remains 

One (1) Burial, Over Fifty (50) Years Old 5497 

Masterson & 
Hammatt 1999 

TMK: (1) 2-4-043:082 
and 090 (por.); (1) 2-4-
032:001 and 002; (1) 2-4-
014, 017, 018, 030, and 
032; (1) 2-1-039 

Archaeological Inventory Survey Boulder Wall with Three (3) Segments  5732 

Cleghorn 1999 Kalāwahine Stream New Site Report Newly Discovered Cave in Kalāwahine 
Stream; Contained Historic Material; 
Possibly of Burial Deposits. Cave was 
Sealed No Site # Assigned 

  

Nagata 1999 TMK: (1) 2-5-019:008 Evaluation Old Carriage Road (see Yent 1982) with 
Bridge Segments   

5759 

Hammatt et al. 2002 TMK: (1) 2-5-019 Archaeological Assessment No Significant Artifacts, Features, or sites 
were Observed 

  

Rohrer et al. 2003 TMK: (1) 2-2-005:035 Archaeological Assessment Historic Road Alignment and House 
Foundation 

6529 

Cordy & Hammatt 
2006 

  Archaeological Monitoring No Cultural Subsurface Features or 
Deposits were Documented 

  

Collins et al. 2007  TMK: (1) 2-5-019:008 An Addendum to an Archaeological 
Monitoring Plan  

Two (2) Burials, Over Fifty (50) Years 
Old (see Clark et al. 2008) 

6864 and 6865 

Cark et al. 2008 TMK: (1) 2-5-024:014, 
030, 031, and 32; (1) 2-5-
019:008 

Archaeological Monitoring One (1) Burials, Over Fifty (50) Years Old 
(see Collins et al. 2007) 

6865 

Collins et al. 2008a  TMK: (1) 2-5-018: 001 Burial Recovery Report One (1) Burial, Over Fifty (50) Years Old 6917 

Collins et al. 2008b TMK: (1) 2-9-020:002 Burial Recovery Report Two (2) Burials, Over Fifty (50) Years 
Old 

6961 

Loynaz et al. 2009 TMK: (1) 2-5-007, 020 
and 024 

Archaeological Monitoring Only a Small Amount of Historic Trash 
(Mostly Modern) was Observed. 
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Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

Park et al. 2009 TMK: (1) 2-5-
024:14,030,031 and 032; 
(1) 2-5-019:008 

Archaeological Monitoring No Subsurface Cultural Artifacts or 
Datable Materials were Encountered 

  

Hazlett et al. 2011 TMK: (1) 2-5-012:014 
and (1) 2-5-019:005 

Historic Preservation Literature Review 
and Field 
Inspection 

Tantalus Drive listed on the Hawai`i 
Register of Historic Places 

9019 

*No site # listed in report but listed as 50-80-14-000 in SHPD database  
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Figure 12:  Photograph of Basalt Block, Wood, and Cement Bathroom. View to Southwest. 
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Figure 13:  Photograph of the Four Pillars. View to North. 
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Figure 14:  Photograph of the South and East Sides of the Maintenance Shed. View North. 
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Figure 15:  Photograph of the North Side of the Basalt Wall. View to Northwest. 
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Figure 17:  Photograph of the North Project Area Boundary and Square Planter Housing a Banyan Tree. View to Northwest. 
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Figure 18:  Photograph of the South Project Area Boundary and Concrete Sidewalk. View to Southeast. 
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Figure 19:  Photograph of Interior Sidewalk. View to Southwest. 
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Figure 20:  Photograph of the Cut-Limestone Block Staircase. View to Northeast. 
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Figure 23:  Photograph of the Fountain Pump. View to Southwest. 
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Figure 24:  Circular Wall Enclosing Water Fountain and Pool. View to South. 

 

49 

 
Figure 25:  Close-up Photographic View of Water Fountain. View to South. 
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Figure 26:  Close-up Photographic View of the Bronze Recognition Plaque in Honor of Beatrice Castle, President of the 
Outdoor Circle (1922-1929). 
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DRAFT Historic Assessment of 

Thomas Square 
 
 
Thomas Square was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972.  In that 
nomination its significance was based on its associations with the restoration of the monarchy, 
and the year 1843 was noted as the specific date of significance.  Although not noted in the 
1972 nomination, the park is also significant architecturally for its landscape design. 
 
Thomas Square, although officially designated as a park by the Kingdom of Hawaii in 1850, was 
not developed in accordance with a landscape plan until 1882-1887, when Archibald Cleghorn 
oversaw the formal laying out of the park’s landscape.  Two major design episodes followed, 
one according to the plans of Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson in 1931-32 and 
the other directed by George Walters in 1966-67, with several minor additions made by the City 
and County Department of Parks and Recreation in 1968.  Thus the period of significance for 
the park is 1843-1968.  Elements of all three episodes may still be observed in the park today.  
These provide the park with its historic fabric and contribute to its historic character.  
 
Cleghorn’s efforts resulted in a park with a centrally located bandstand, gravel walks “artistically 
laid out” [Hawaiian Gazette, April 12, 1887, p. 4], and a “nice, well shaded park” [Ibid.].  The 
walkways followed a pattern of circles and half circles, with “graceful curves and counter-curves 
predominating” [Daily Bulletin, March 31, 1887, page 4].  The park was described as, “thickly 
studded with a great variety of trees which serve the double purpose of shade and 
ornamentation” [Ibid.] and an 1893 Paradise of the Pacific also noted the park was, “closely 
planted with beautiful and rare exotics.”  [Paradise of the Pacific, May 1893, p. 69]  A turn of the 
century photograph further confirms the park to be heavily planted.  All that appears to remain 
from this nineteenth century plan are the four stately banyans (Ficus benghalensis) surrounding 
the central fountain.  These four trees contribute to the historic character of the park. 
 
In addition to the four banyan trees, an existing Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia) on the 
Beretania Street terrace, as well as a Chinese banyan (Ficus sp) in the King-Ward quadrant of 
the park, two red sandalwood trees (Adenanthera pavonina), and four Jamaican dogwoods 
(Piscidia piscipula) appear on a 1931 topographic map of the park, and most likely were 
retained by Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson when they redesigned the park in 
1931.  These eight trees also contribute to the historic character of the park.   
 
In September 1931, the Parks Board, headed by Lester McCoy, approved the general 
landscaping plan proposed to them by Richards & Thompson, and simultaneously the board 
received the mayor’s approval to proceed.  The plan called for a mock orange hedge to be along 
King Street, Victoria Street, and Ward Avenue.  Also a terrace retained by a stone wall was to 
be erected on the Beretania Street side of the park, and steps built in the wall’s middle and two 
corners. An 80’ in diameter, concrete wading pool was to be constructed in the center of the 
park amidst the banyan trees.  Cleghorn’s original plantings that still remained in good condition 
were to be retained, and some new trees were added as well. The three existing pathways on 
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both the mauka and makai sides of the park, as well as those entering the park from Ward 
Avenue and Victoria Street, were to be retained.   
 
The central Castle Memorial Fountain, with its perimeter coping of native sandstone, and center 
fountain shooting 42’ in the air, was modeled after Buckingham Fountain in Chicago’s Grant 
Park, and dedicated on September 5, 1932, in memory of Beatrice Castle Newcomb, who was 
president of the Outdoor Circle from 1922-1929.  
 
Elements that remain from the 1931-1932 renovation of the park include:  the central Castle 
Memorial Fountain and the low stone wall encircling it; the lava rock wall at the Beretania Street 
end of the park and its central coral stone steps; the terraced area at the Beretania Street end of 
the park; the mock orange hedge encircling three sides of the park; and the eight radial 
pathways running outward from the central Castle Memorial Fountain.  All these elements 
contribute to the historic character of Thomas Square.      
 
In 1938 the Daughters of Hawaii erected a Memorial Plaque in the park to commemorate the 
1843 restoration of the monarchy.  This is mounted on the Ewa side wall of the central steps 
leading from Beretania Street to the park.  It contributes to the historic character of the park.  
 
Topographic maps of the park dated January 1965, disclose, that in addition to the above 
mentioned trees, there are other trees existing today in the park that were in place by 1965.  
These include:   three false olives (Elaeodendron orientale) in the King-Ward quadrant; the 
banyan in the King-Victoria quadrant, two banyans, one each in the Beretania-Ward and 
Beretania-Victoria quadrants, and two banyans at the corner of Beretania and Ward on the 
terrace. Most likely, a number of these trees were planted in accordance with the Richards & 
Thompson plan, and all were planted between 1931 and1965.  As such these trees contribute to 
the historic character of the park.  
 
The perimeter mock orange hedge (Philadelphus coronarius) also is in place in the 1965 
topographical map.  While a number of the specific plants comprising that hedge may no longer 
remain, the presence of the hedge should be considered significant and contributing to the 
historic character of the park.  
 
The final major design episode relating to the park transpired in 1966-1967 when George 
Walters was hired by the City to refurbish the park.  This improvement involved the trimming and 
removal of some of the earlier trees to bring more light and air into the park, and the Beretania 
Street terrace was given a new pavement.  Other alterations to the terrace was the reworking of 
the two ends of the lava rock wall to eliminate the steps and the addition of the Board of Water 
Supply gauge station at the corner of Ward and Beretania.  These new elements should all be 
considered as contributing to the historic character of Thomas Square. 
 
Also, in 1966 the construction of the lava rock comfort station and caretaker’s building along the 
Victoria Street side of the park was undertaken.  The comfort station and caretaker’s building 
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were designed by Tom Wells, a prominent architect in Honolulu at the time, who had previously 
worked in Vladimir Ossipoff’s office.  In 1991 rock walls were added to the ends of the comfort 
station and caretaker’s building, following plans drawn by Allen Ng. These were done in a 
manner compatible to the original design and do not detract from the integrity of the buildings. 
The buildings’ pergola and use of lava rock were consistent with the City and County of 
Honolulu’s parks department’s designing of restrooms in a rustic or Hawaiian manner using 
native stone. This should be considered a contributing element to the park’s design. 
 
In 1968 the “Thomas Square” sign at the corner of Beretania and Victoria was added, as was 
the concrete planter box on this corner containing a banyan tree.  These were designed in-
house by T.G./B.H. These elements are almost fifty years of age, and should be considered to 
also contribute to the historic character of Thomas Square.  
 
A large Panama tree (Sterculia apetaia) is growing in the Beretania Street terrace.  It appears 
that it replaced a Gular Tree that appears on the 1965 topographic map. This tree is quite large 
and may have been planted at the time of the Walters rehabilitation.         
 
In 1985 the pathways aligning with Young and Hotel streets were widened.  They remain in their 
same proximate location and the widening did not compromise their historic integrity to such a 
degree to have them be considered non-contributing elements.  
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Contributing elements: 
 

• The four central banyans 
 

• Royal Poinciana on the Beretania Street terrace 
 

• Chinese banyan in the King-Ward quadrant of the park 
 

• Four Jamaican dogwoods 
 

• Two red sandalwood or false wiliwili trees 
 

• Castle Memorial Fountain and low, encircling, lava rock wall 
 

• Eight radial pathways. 
 

• Beretania Street Wall and central coral stone steps leading down into park 
 

• 1938 plaque erected by the Daughters of Hawaii to commemorate the restoration of the 
monarchy in 1843.  

 
• Three false olive trees 

 
• Five banyans, one at the King Street end of the park, two at the Beretania end of the 

park, and two on the terrace near the corner of Victoria and Beretania. 
 

• Terrace paving 
 

• Board of Water Supply gauge station at Ward and Beretania. 
 

• 1966 comfort station and caretaker’s building  
 

• Thomas Square sign and concrete planter box at Victoria and Beretania Streets 
 

• Panama Tree on Terrace, may possibly date from 1967. 
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Figure 2: Tax Map Key [TMK: (1) 2-4-001] Showing the location of the Project Area. 
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Figure 3: Google Earth Image (Aerial imagery from Google, Digital Globe dated 1/16/2013) Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 4: Historic Map (F.L. Lowell 1901; Registered Map 1998) Map Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 5: Kona District Map Kona District Map (Sterling and Summers 1978) Showing Project Area Location. 
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Figure 6: Location and Approximate Boundaries of Known Land Commission Awards in Makiki Ahupua`a. Adapted from 
Reg. Map No. 813 by W.D. Alexander (1874) and Carpenter and Yent (1994). 
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Figure 7: The Old Planation Honolulu (Monsarrat 1883) Map Showing LCAs. 
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Table 1: Previous Archaeological Studies in the Vicinity of Project Area. 

Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

McCoy 1971 TMK: (1) 2-5-
019:008 

Memo: Makiki Valley Burial 
Shelter 

Burial Shelter with Flexed, Historic 
Burial  

2297 

Sinoto 1979 TMK: (1) 2-4-
022:001 

Memo: Burial Report Two (2) early Historic Burials 2298 

Yent & Ota 1980 TMK: (1) 2-5-019, 
020 

Archaeological Field Survey  Herrings Settlement, Carriage 
Road, and Retaining Walls, 
Agricultural Terraces and `auwai 
(Traditional Irrigation Ditches), 
Rock Shelters, Walled Enclosures, 
One (1) Platform, One (1) Rock 
Lined Pit, and Dump Site 

3985 

Yent 1982 TMK: (1) 2-5-020 Archaeological Inspection Old Carriage Road Associated 
Retaining Wall and a 1950s Pig 
Pen, and a Historic series of 
Terraces and Planting Holes 
Associated with a Former 
Residence (see Yet & Ota 1980)  

0000* 

Bath & Smith 
1988 

TMK: (1) 2-5-
007:043 

Burial Removal One (1) pre-Contact Disturbed 
Burial  

3743 

Bath 1989 TMK: (1) 2-5-
007:007 

Burial Call Two (2) to Three (3) pre-Contact 
Burials 

4134 

Kawachi 1988  TMK: (1) 2-5-
006:014   
 

Field Check Site Deemed Insignificant   

Carpenter 1993 TMK: (1) 2-5-
019:003 

Survey and Archaeological Testing (1) Rock Shelter  4668 
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Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

Kolb et al. 1993 TMK: (1) 2-4-
034:008 

Archaeological Inventory Survey Three (3) Poorly Constructed 
Terraces, One (1) Oval Shaped 
Paved Area with Alignment, One 
(1) Modern Dump, and One (1) 
Terrace 

4434 and 4443 
through 4446 

Dagher 1993 TMK: (1) 2-5-
003:0014 

Inadvertent Discovery of Human 
Skeletal Remains 

One (1) Burial 4666 

Yent & 
Carpenter 1994  

TMK: (1) 2-5-
019:003 (por.), 004, 
008 (por.) and 2-5-
020:004 (por.), 005 

Archaeological Survey One (1) Rock Shelter (see 
Carpenter 1993) and Series of 
Large Terraces  

4668 and 4866 

Jourdane 1997 TMK: (1) 2-5-
004:010 

Inadvertent Discovery of Human 
Skeletal Remains 

One (1) Burial, Over Fifty (50) 
Years Old 

5497 

Masterson & 
Hammatt 1999 

TMK: (1) 2-4-
043:082 and 090 
(por.); (1) 2-4-
032:001 and 002; (1) 
2-4-014, 017, 018, 
030, and 032; (1) 2-1-
039 

Archaeological Inventory Survey Boulder Wall with Three (3) 
Segments  

5732 

Cleghorn 1999 Kalāwahine Stream New Site Report Newly Discovered Cave in 
Kalāwahine Stream; Contained 
Historic Material; Possibly of 
Burial Deposits. Cave was Sealed 
No Site # Assigned 

  

Nagata 1999 TMK: (1) 2-5-
019:008 

Evaluation Old Carriage Road (see Yent 1982) 
with Bridge Segments   

5759 

Hammatt et al. 
2002 

TMK: (1) 2-5-019 Archaeological Assessment No Significant Artifacts, Features, 
or sites were Observed 
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Reference Location of Study Nature of Study Findings State Site 50-80-14- 

Rohrer et al. 
2003 

TMK: (1) 2-2-
005:035 

Archaeological Assessment Historic Road Alignment and 
House Foundation 

6529 

Cordy & 
Hammatt 2006 

  Archaeological Monitoring No Cultural Subsurface Features or 
Deposits were Documented 

  

Collins et al. 
2007  

TMK: (1) 2-5-
019:008 

An Addendum to an 
Archaeological Monitoring Plan  

Two (2) Burials, Over Fifty (50) 
Years Old (see Clark et al. 2008) 

6864 and 6865 

Cark et al. 2008 TMK: (1) 2-5-
024:014, 030, 031, 
and 32; (1) 2-5-
019:008 

Archaeological Monitoring One (1) Burials, Over Fifty (50) 
Years Old (see Collins et al. 2007) 

6865 

Collins et al. 
2008a  

TMK: (1) 2-5-018: 
001 

Burial Recovery Report One (1) Burial, Over Fifty (50) 
Years Old 

6917 

Collins et al. 
2008b 

TMK: (1) 2-9-
020:002 

Burial Recovery Report Two (2) Burials, Over Fifty (50) 
Years Old 

6961 

Loynaz et al. 
2009 

TMK: (1) 2-5-007, 
020 and 024 

Archaeological Monitoring Only a Small Amount of Historic 
Trash (Mostly Modern) was 
Observed. 

  

Park et al. 2009 TMK: (1) 2-5-
024:14,030,031 and 
032; (1) 2-5-019:008 

Archaeological Monitoring No Subsurface Cultural Artifacts or 
Datable Materials were 
Encountered 

  

Hazlett et al. 
2011 

TMK: (1) 2-5-
012:014 and (1) 2-5-
019:005 

Historic Preservation Literature 
Review and Field 
Inspection 

Tantalus Drive listed on the 
Hawai`i Register of Historic Places 

9019 

*No site # listed in report but listed as 50-80-14-000 in SHPD database  
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