LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNDGR
STATE OF HAWAN
DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL SERVICES
P.O. BOX 118, HONOLULL, HAWAH 96810
APR 12 2004
MEMORANDUM
TO: Ms. Genevieve Salmonson, Director
Cffice of Enwronm r ahty Control
FROM: Harold Sonomusd/ /- Zp . ___
Acting PubTiZ%rks Administrator
SUBJECT:  Finding of No Significant Impact for

Waipahu High School, Eight-Classroom Building
TMK: 9-4-08:020
Waipahu, Oahu, Hawaii

RUSS K. SAITO
COMPTROLLER

KATHERINE H. THOMASON
OEPUTY COMPTROLLER

{Py2020.4

The Department of Accounting and General Services has reviewed the comments received
during the 30-day public comment period which began on March 8, 2004. We have
determined this project will not have significant environmental effects and will issue a FONSI.
Please publish this notice in the April 23, 2004, OEQC Environmental Notice.

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Publication Form and four copies of the Final
Environmental Assessment.

If you have any questions, please call Mr. Ralph Morita of the Planning Branch at 586-0486.
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1 INTRODUCTION

11 PROPOSING AGENCY AND ACTION

The State of Hawait Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) proposes
construction of an eight-classroom building at Waipahu High School, 94-1211 Farrington
Highway, Waipahu, Oahu, Hawaii. The project is being implemented on behalf of the State
of Hawaii Department of Education.

1.2  PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Under Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), Act 241, Session Laws of Hawaii
(SLH) 1992, and Chapter 200 of Title 11, Department of Health (DOH) Administrative
rules, “Environmental Impact Statement Rules,” the proposed project involves the use of
public funds and is therefore subject to the environmental review process.

The Draft and Final Environmental Assessments were prepared to addresses potential
impacts that may occur during construction and/or operation of the new eight-classroom
building. It was determined that the project will have no significant impact, and an
Environmental Impact Statement will not be required.

This Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) are
being filed with the State Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) in accordance
with Chapter 343, HRS. The accepting agency for the Final Environmental Assessment is
the State of Hawaii Department of Accounting and General Services.

Although the project is one component of an overall Revised Waipahu High School Master
Plan (2003), this Final Environmental Assessment only addresses the demolition and
replacement of temporary classrooms P-25 and P-26, and the construction of the new
eight-classroom building. Other master plan components will be implemented in the future
and addressed in separate environmental documents.

13 PERMITS AND APPROVALS REQUIRED

Governmental permits needed to implement the proposed action are listed in Table 1. A
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systern (NPDES) permit(s) are not required for
this project, as the site is less than one acre in size.




Waipahu High School Eight-Classroom Building Chapter 1
Final Environmental Assessment INTRODUCTION

Table 1: Potential Government Permits and Approvals

Type Agency

Department of Land and Naturai Resources,
HRS Chapter 6E Historic Preservation Review State Historic Preservation Division
Waiver of building height requirements (LUQO City and County of Honolulu, Department
Section 21-3.70-1(c)(1)) of Planning and Permitting

City and County of Honolulu, Department
Building and grading permits of Planning and Permitting

State Department of Health, Noise,
Noise permit Radiation, and Indoor Air Quality Branch
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2. PROPOSED ACTION
21 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

211 Location

Waipahu High School is located on Farrington Highway (Route 90), at the edge of
Waipahu Town, approximately 12 miles west of downtown Honolulu (Figure 1). The
school is located near the intersection of Farrington Highway and Waipio Access Road, at
the top of Waipio Peninsula, and adjacent to the Pear] Harbor estuary’s Middle Loch.

The new eight-classroom building will be located on a triangular shaped site
approximately 0.9 acres in size. The site is bounded on the west by Waipio Access Road,
on the northeast by existing Buildings “O” (Library) and “U” (classroom), and by a
parking lot and Building “C” (Metal Shop Building) on the southeast. The building will be
located adjacent to the school’s main entrance on Waipio Access Road, Its location is
shown in Figure 2.

The two new portable classrooms will be located on a nearby site between Building “D”
(Music/Band Building) and Building “O” (Library Building).

As shown in Figure 3, the project is located in TMK 1-9-4-08:20. This parcel includes the
high school’s main upper campus.

21.2 Project Description

The project involves the design and construction of a new two-story, eight-classroom
building, located adjacent to Building “O” (Library) and Building “U” (Classroom
Building). The new two-story building will consist of three General Classrooms, one
Biology/Marine Science Classroom and preparation area, one Physics Classroom and
preparation area, two Resource Classrooms, and one Special Education Self-Contained
Classroom. The building will also include a Faculty Center, [tinerant Room, Student
Services Support Coordinator/Educational Assistant Room and Custodial Service Center.
The two-story building will have approximately 21,278 square fect of gross floor area.
The first and second story floor plans are shown in Figure 4. and building elevations are
shown in Figure 5.

2-1
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The new classroom building will displace two temporary classroom buildings (i.e.,
“portables™), P-25 and P-26. The temporary classrooms will be demolished and replaced
by two new portable classroom buildings on a vacant site between Building “D” (Music
Building) and Building “O” (Library).

The project will comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines. Final
plans will be submitted to the Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) for
ADA review.

22  PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED

Waipahu High School was established in 1938, and many of its classroom facilities are
old, substandard, and poorly configured to meet current educational methods and
technologies. Existing facilities are inadequate to meet the Department of Education’s
“design enrollment” for the school (2,570 students). The shortage of classroom space
results in overcrowded classrooms and limited class offerings.

The new classroom building is a critical component of the Waipahu High School Revised
Master Plan, prepared by DAGS in April 2003 to update the school’s physical facilities
and accommodate a growing student population. Based on the Revised Master Plan,
thirty-one new classrooms were proposed for the Waipahu High School campus. Eight new
classrooms were recently constructed, leaving a current shortfall of 23 classrooms. The
new eight-classroom building will reduce the deficit by another eight classrooms.
However, even after the project is completed, there will still be a need for 15 additional
classrooms.

At the same time, student enrollment continues to increase, and is projected to grow by 12
percent over the next two years. Current student enrollment of 2,312 students is expected
to increase to 2,593 students by the year 2006. The new science classrooms are required to
support the current curriculum. The construction of Special Education Classroom Facilities
is also urgently needed to meet State and Federal Special Education requirements.

23  PROJECT SCHEDULE AND COST

The construction of the new two-story eight-classroom building and two new portable

classroom buildings will take approximately eight (8) months to complete. The work is
scheduled to commence in October 2004 with expected substantial completion in June
2005.

The total estimated construction cost is $4.5 million, including the two new portable
classrooms.
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24  PROJECT SUMMARY

Table 2 contains a description of the project and applicable land-use designations.

Table 2: Project Summary

ltem Description
Project Name Waipahu High School Eight-Classroom Building
Applicant State of Hawaii Department of Accounting and General Services, on
behalf of State of Hawati Department of Education
Address 94-1211 Farrington Highway, Waipahu, Hawaii
Tax Map Keys 1-9-4-08:20
Existing Uses of the Site ggcupied by two temporary (i.e., “portable™) classrooms, P-25 and P-
Proposed Project Design and construct new two-story, 21,278 SF, eight-classroom

building. Building will consist of three general classrooms, one
biology/marine science classroom and prep area, one physics
classroom and prep area, two resource classrooms, and one
special education self-contained classroom. Building will
include a faculty center, itinerant room, Student Services
Support Coordinator/ Educational Assistant room, and custodial
service center. Two temporary classrooms (“portables™) on the
site will be demolished and replaced by two new portable
classrooms on a vacant site between Building D and Building O.

State Land Use Urban

Central Oahu Sustainable  Residential and Low Density Apartments
Communities Plan

Zoning R-5 Residential
Flood Insurance Rate Zone D (Areas with possible but undetermined flood hazards)
Map

2-8
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3  AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

3.1  PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

3.1.1 Geology and Topography

The Waipahu High School property generally slopes in the west to east direction. The
upper campus, where the new classroom will be located, is relatively level with typical
ground elevations ranging between 45 to 50 feet above mean sea level.

The lower campus, where the athletic fields are located, ranges from 47 to 16 feet
elevation.

31.2 Soils

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service,
the soils at the project site and most of Waipahu High School are Waipahu Silty Clay, 0 to
2% slopes (WzA). Soils in the western most area of the school (closest to Middle Loch)
are WzC, Waipahu Silty Clay, 6 to 12% slopes. Figure 6 shows the soil designations in the
project area.

The Waipahu soil series consists of well-drained soils on marine terraces on the island of
Oahu. These soils developed in old alluvium derived from basic igneous rock. They are
nearly level to moderately sloping. Permeability is moderately slow, runoff is slow or very
slow, and the erosion hazard is none to slight.

A geotechnical engineering exploration was conducted (Geolabs, Inc., December 2003),
consisting of drilling five boring samples. The geotechnical study noted that the project
site is underlain by alluvial deposits, consisting of very stiff to hard silty clays, extending
to the maximum depth explored, of approximately 21 feet below the existing ground
surface. The soils have moderate shrink/swell potential when subjected to moisture
fluctuation. The geotechnical study included recommendations for the structural
foundation, which will be incorporated into the building design.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed construction will not adversely affect soils in the project area. The
recommendations in the geotechnical study for soil preparation and building foundation
will be followed.

3-1
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All construction will occur within the school boundary, in already developed, paved or
grassed areas; therefore, soil exposure will be limited. Any impact of construction
activities on soils will be mitigated by several measures, as outlined in the following

regulations:

e Chapter 14, Articles 13-16 as related to Grading, Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control, of the Revised Ordinance of Honolulu, 1990, as amended.

e Department of Planning and Permitting, Rules rclating to Soil Erosion Standards
and Guidelines, (1999);

e USDA Soil Conservation Services Erosion and Sediment Control Guide for
Hawaii, (1968).

Best construction management practices restrict stockpiling of construction material and
call for proper disposal of construction debris. Regular watering is recommended as a
means of reducing the amount of fugitive dust in the air. High dust generating activities
will be conducted during non-school hours and on weekends.

3.4.3 Climate and Air Quality

For most of Hawaii, there are only two seasons: "summer," between May and October, and
»winter,” between October and April. Most of the rain falls during winter storms from
November through January while summer months are warm and dry. The climate in the
project area ranges from an average maximum of about 89 degrees Fahrenheit during the
summer to an average low of about 65 degrees in winter. Average annual rainfall is
approximately 25 to 30 inches, the majority of which falls in December and February.
Monthly average rainfall ranges from one to three inches. Predominant winds are
northeasterly trades, averaging about 10 knots.

The State Department of Health operates a network of air quality monitoring stations
located at various locations on Oahu. Air quality on Oahu is generally good, meeting all
national ambient air quality standards. Vehicular traffic is the major source of air
pollutants. However, the vehicular traffic levels near the project area are not high enough
to significantly degrade air quality. Prevailing northeast trade winds also help to keep
pollution levels low.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Climatic conditions are not expected to have a significant affect on the project. Temporary
and localized negative impacts on air quality will occur in areas adjacent to the
construction site. Equipment used during the construction phase will emit exhaust and
airborne particulates, and construction wark will produce dust. Due to the close proximity
of school classroom and administrative facilities, appropriate mitigation measures will be
employed to reduce the potential for fugitive dust during construction activities. These
mitigation measures include the following:
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* Dust screen barrier will be erected during construction of the expanded building
area.

» Stockpiles will be covered with appropriate materials. Construction debris will be
disposed of at permitted facilities.

¢ The contractor will sprinkle water, as necessary, to control dust.

o The contractor will use vehicles that are properly maintained.

Construction activities will employ fugitive dust emission control measures in compliance
with provisions of the State DOH Rules and Regulations (Chapter 43, Section 10), and
Hawaii Administrative Rules (HARY), Chapter 11-60.1, “Air Pollution Control,” Section
11-60.1-33 on Fugitive Dust.

3.1.4 Natural Hazards
Tsunami and Flood

The State of Hawaii Civil Defense Tsunami Evacuation Zone Maps indicate that the
project site is not vulnerable to tsunami inundation. According to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)-Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Waipahu High School
is located in Zone D, areas with possible but undetermined flood hazards. In areas
designated as Zone D, no analysis of flood hazards has been conducted. The FIRM
designation for the area is shown in F igure 7.

Seismic Activity

Earthquake activity in Hawaii is associated primarily with voleanic activity, and generally
occurs before or during volcanic eruptions. Over the last 150 years, there have been no
recorded earthquakes greater than magnitude 6.0 on the Richter scale on the Island of
Oahu.

The Uniform Building Code (UBC) provides minimum design criteria to address potential
for damages due to seismic disturbances. The UBC scale is rated from Seismic Zone 1
through Zone 4, with 1 the lowest level for potential seismic induced ground movement.
Oahu has a Seismic Zone 2A designation.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Given the area’s relatively low annual rainfall and distance from area streams, flooding is
not expectected to be a problem at the project site.

The new classroom building was designed using standards for Seismic Zone 2a and wind
speed of 80 mph, Exposure C, at 33 feet above ground level, in accordance with the UBC
1997 edition.
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During construction, the potential for impacts due to storm runoff will be addressed by use
of erosion control measures in accordance with City and County of Honoluly, Rules
relating to Soil Erosion Standards and Guidelines, 1999, and Erosion and Sediment
Control Guide for Hawaii, Soil Conservation Service, 1968.

3.1.5 Hydrology
Surface Water

Waipahu High School is located near the top of Waipio Peninsula near Pearl Harbor’s
Middle Loch. Pearl Harbor is the State’s largest estuary, and its watershed area drains
about 134 square miles of land, about 22 percent of the island of Oahu. The perennial
streams that drain into Pearl Harbor include Honouliuli Stream, Waikele Stream, Waiawa
Stream, Waimalu Stream, Kalauao Stream, Aiea Stream and Halawa Stream. The perennial
streams nearest the project site are Waikele and Waiawa Streams. Waikele Stream drains
into West Loch to the west of the project site. Average flow is 37.6 cubic feet per second
(cfs). Waiawa Stream drains into Middle Loch and is located east of the project site on
Pearl City Peninsula. Its average flow is 32.6 cfs. (Hawaii Stream Assessment, 1990).

Although the land surrounding Pearl Harbor includes wetland areas, there are no wetlands
at or near the project site.

Ground Water

The Pearl Harbor aquifer underlies most of the Pearl Harbor area, including the project
site. Groundwater in the Pearl Harbor region is found in a shallow, sedimentary caprock
aquifer and a deeper, basaltic aquifer. The water in the caprock aquifer has high salinity
and is not a source of drinking water. However, the deeper, basaltic aquifer is a major
source of drinking water for Oahu. The deep basaltic aquifer is found between 50 to 750
feet below ground surface, and has been designated a water management area that is
regulated by the State of Hawaii Commission on Water Resource Management. The two
aquifers are separated by sedimentary caprock that is over 1,000 feet thick in some areas.

During the geotechnical engineering exploration for this project (Geolabs, Inc. 2003);

groundwater was not encountered in the drilled borings. However, the study notes that
groundwater levels can vary significantly, depending on rainfall, temperature, surface

water runoff, groundwater withdrawal, and other factors.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed classroom building will not significantly aiter the land surface or increase
the amount of impervious surfaces. Therefore, it is not expected to increase the amount of
surface runoff. The project will not impact Waikele or Waiawa Streams or the Pearl
Harbor estuary. The project will not affect groundwater resources or affect wetland areas in
or around Pearl Harbor.
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3.1.6 Noise

Existing noise levels in the project area are consistent with similar urban environments.
Traffic along Farrington Highway and Waipio Access Road is the primary noise generator,
particularly during the morning and afternoon peak hours. The H-1 and H-2 Freeway
intersection is located immediately northwest of the campus, and is a source of ambient
noise.

The surrounding neighborhood to the north and west is primarily residential in character.
The Department of Health’s (DOH) maximum permissible noise levels for construction
equipment during nighttime hours in residential areas is 45 dBA and 55 dBA during
daytime hours or the ambient noise level—whichever is higher. Land uses to the east and
south are not noise sensitive, and include Navy-owned property and the Ted Makalena
Golf Course.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Demolition and construction activities will generate noise that may have a short-term
impact on school activities and nearby residences across Waipio Access Road. Typical
ranges of construction equipment noise vary between 70 and 95 dBA. The closest existing
residences are located about 200 feet from the project site. Noise impacts are unavoidable,
but will be temporary.

Demolition, grading and general construction work involving excessive dust and noise will
be conducted on non-instructional days or after regular school hours. (School hours are
Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM). Typically, this includes work such as
demolition, cutting concrete, jack hammering, operating pneumatic-powered tools,
trenching and grading. The contractor will be required to keep noise levels from
construction operations below 62 dBA inside any naturaily ventilated classroom or library.
Sound levels will be measured at the school during the construction period to ensure
compliance. If these noise levels are exceeded, the contractor may be required to supply,
install and operate air conditioning units for the affected classrooms.

The contractor will ensure that all construction activities comply with the DOH
Administrative Rules Chapter 11-46 on Community Noise Control. In cases where
construction noise exceeds, or is expected to exceed the DOH’s “maximum permissible
noise levels at the school property line, the contractor will obtain a permit from the DOH
to operate vehicles, construction equipment, power tools, etc. that emit noise levels in
excess of “maximum permissible” levels. Construction will occur during the daytime
hours. Construction equipment and on-site vehicles that exhaust gas or air will be equipped
with mufflers. Construction vehicles using roadways are also required to satisfy the
DOH’s vehicular noise requirements.
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3.1.7 Hazardous Materials

A hazardous materials survey was conducted for temporary classrooms P-25 and P-26,
which will be demolished as part of this project. The report (Kimura International,
December 2003) is included as Appendix A. The purpose of the survey was to determine
the presence of hazardous materials such as asbestos containing material (ACM), lead
containing paint (LCP), polychlorinated bipheny! (PCB) and mercury containing material
at the facility which could affect proposed demolition work.

The scope of work included a site reconnaissance, and collection of samples from
suspected asbestos containing building materials and interior and exterior paint, and a
building core sample. Light fixtures were also inspected.

The only asbestos containing material identified was located in an interior window frame
in Building P-26. Any future renovation or demolition that is likely to disturb this material
(e.g., dislodge, break up, or render it friable) will require that the material be removed and
disposed by a qualified asbestos abatement contractor,

Lab results indicated that various painted components in the two portable building
contained lead.

The core building sample was analyzed utilizing toxicity characteristic leaching procedure
(TCLP)-lead. The TCLP is an analytical method that simulates sanitary landfill
contaminant leaching. That is, the test determines whether the solid waste samples are
deemed “hazardous waste” or non-hazardous, and how the waste can be disposed. For the
TCLP lead analysis, if lab results indicate less than 5 mg/L for lead, the lead containing
painted building components may be disposed of at a landfill. If the lead levels exceed 5
mg/L, the entire lead containing painted building components must be disposed of at an
approved hazardous waste disposal site. The lab results indicate that the TCLP-lead level
in the core building samples are not hazardous waste, and can be land filled.

Various light fixtures in the portable classrooms were inspected. All the inspected light
fixtures contained ballasts with “No PCB” labels. However, it was assumed that all the
lamps contain small amounts of mercury vapor, These light fixtures should be removed by
a qualified hazardous material abatement contractor and recycled.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Demolition of temporary buildings P-25 and P-26 have the potential to encounter
hazardous materials. Asbestos containing material, lead-based paint surfaces and light
fixtures will be removed and disposed in accordance with federal and State regulations.
The project will not have any other hazardous material impacts.
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32  BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

3.21 Flora

Existing vegetation in the areas is primarily introduced trees, shrubs and grass. There are
no rare, endangered, or threatened species of plants in the project area or on the school
campus. There is an existing monkey pod tree (Samanea saman), about 30 feet in height on
the site of the proposed classroom building. This tree will be relocated prior to
construction. There is another, larger monkey pod tree, 40 feet in height with a spread of
70 feet, on the site of the new portable classrooms, which will also be relocated.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

A preliminary landscape plan is shown in Figure 8. The project will displace two large
monkeypod trees. One of them will be relocated, and the other will be removed, Neither of
these trees are designated Exceptional Trees by the City and County of Honolulu. In
addition, new trees and shrubs will be native Hawaiian species that are suitable to the
school’s climate,

A certified arborist was retained to examine the health and structural condition of the two
existing monkeypod trees to determine their suitability for relocation. The arborist noted
that the monkeypod tree located near the entrance to the school (i.e., on the site of the new
classroom building) is a mature specimen that was drastically topped just before it was
relocated to its present location a few years ago. The tree was found to be overly mature, in
poor health and structurally compromised. The arborist concluded it is not a viable
specimen and is unsuitable for relocation.

The monkeypod tree that will be displaced by the new portable classrooms was found to be
a young, healthy specimen. It has good form, structure, size and is ideal for relocation.
This tree will be relocated adjacent to the new eight-classroom building. The arborist made
the following recommendations for a successful relocation:

Do not overprune. Retain 55-60% of the tree’s crown in order to preserve its form
and structure,

» The diameter of the root ball should be at least 3.5 times the diameter of the trunk
measured at 4.5 feet above the ground (DBH).

o The planting hole should be at least 25% wider than the root ball and no deeper
than the depth of the root ball.

» The hole should be backfilled with native soil (soil dug out from the planting
hole).

» Do not apply fertilizer when planting.
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» Avoid wounding the trunk and limbs,

¢ Clean cut all severed roots irrespective of size. Clean cutting the roots allows the
tree to effectively absorb water and nutrients, compartmentalize its wounds and
facilitate root regeneration.

» Water the tree thoroughly and make sure no air pockets exist within the planting
hole.

The contractor will be required to relocate the monkeypod tree near Building O to another
site within the vicinity, in accordance with the arborist’s recommendations.

The project will not have an impact on rare, threatened or endangered plants.

3.2.2 Terrestrial Fauna

Fauna at the project site would most likely include naturalized introduced species that have
adapted readily to the human environment. Among the species commonly found in similar
urbanized areas are rats (Rattus sp.), house mice (Mus musculus), domesticated cats (Felis
catus) and domesticated dogs (Canis familiaris familiaris). Avian species should include
common Mynas (Acridotheres tristis), Spotted dove (Steptopelia chinensis) and Zebra
dove (Geopelia striata), House finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), English sparrow (Passer
domesticus), Java sparrows (Padda oryzivora), and pigeons (Columba livia).

The shoreline areas of the Pear] Harbor estuary are known habitat for four endemic and
endangered waterbirds—the Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus), Common
Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus sandvicensis), Hawaiian Coot (Fulica alai) and Hawaiian
Duck (4nas wyvilliana). The Pearl Harbor National Wildlife Refuge, managed by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, has two separate management units. The Waiawa Unit is located
on Pearl City Peninsula, directly across Middle Loch to the east of the project area, The
Honouliuli Unit is located in West Loch, about two miles west of the project area, In
addition, the State’s Pouhala Marsh habitat is located at the northwest corner of Waipio
Peninsula, about one mile directly west of Waipahu High School.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Although the shoreline areas of the Pearl Harbor estuary are known to support endangered
waterbirds, Waipahu High School has been developed for many years, and does not
support native wildlife or threatened or endangered species or their habitats. As a result,
the project will not have any adverse impact on the wildlife resources in the Pearl Harbor
area,
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33  SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
3.3.1  Population Characteristics

Waipahu High School is surrounded by residential neighborhoods to the north and west.
The school is located in Census Tract (CT) 87.01 (Waipahu Park), which encompasses
most of the immediately surrounding area. CT 87.02 (St. Joseph School) is located west of
CT 87.01, and includes residential areas served by the high school.

FFigure 9 shows the location and populations of CT 87.01 and 87.02, as well as other
surrounding census tracts. According to data from the 2000 U.S. Census', CT 87.01 had a
total population of 7,969 persons. Of this number, approximately 4.3% were white, 75.5%
Asian, 5.2% Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and 13.1% were of two or more races.
Average household size in this census tract was 4.46 persons, larger than the Countywide
average of 2,95 persons. Median household income in this census tract was $£59,464,
compared to the County median of $51,914.

Table 3 presents a demographic profile of CT 87.01, adjacent CT 87.02 and Honolulu
County as a whole. Compared to the County, both census tracts have a lower percentage of
whites (about 4% compared to 21.3%), and a higher percentage of Asians (75.5% and
69.1% compared to 46.0%). CT 87.01 has a slightly lower percentage of Native
Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders compared to the County as a whole (5.2% vs. 8.9%), although
CT 87.02 had rates comparable to the County.

Both census tracts had average household sizes larger than the County average, though the
household size was slightly larger in CT 87.01. In 1999, CT 87.01 had a median household
income slightly higher than the County median, and CT 87.02 had a median household
income lower than the County median.

! Data from the U.S. Census Bureau website at www.census,gov.,
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Table 3: Demographic Characteristics of Census Tracts 87.01 and 87.02

CT87.01, C787.02, Honolulu County
Walpahu Park St. Joseph School
Total Population 7.969 4,405 876,156
Race
--White {alone) 349 4.3% 182 4.1% | 186,484 | 21.3%
--Black (alone) 57 0.7% 40 0.9% | 20,619 | 2.4%
--Native American 4 0.05% 6 0.1% | 2,178 0.2%
(alone)
--Asian (alone) 6,022 75.5% 3,043 69.1% | 403,371 | 46.0%
--Hawaiian/ Pacific 420 5.2% 402 9.1% | 77,680 | 8.9%
Islander (alone)
--Other race (alone) 71 0.8% 40 0.9% | 11,200 1.2%
--Two or more 1,046 13.1% 692 15.7% | 174,624 | 19.9%
races
Average 4.46 3.69 2.95
Household Size
1999 Median $59,464 $39,438 $51,914
Household Income

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed project will not affect population levels, income or household characteristics.
The proposed construction of a new eight-classroom building will improve the high
school’s physical facilities. It will reduce current overcrowding, provide needed
classrooms and offices, and help accommodate anticipated increases in student enrollment.

There will be short-term, construction noise and dust that will affect the school and
surrounding residences immediately west (Ewa) of the school. Construction-related dust
will be minimized and noise levels will meet the Department of Health community noise
standards at the school property line. However, some temporary construction noise and
dust is unavoidable. There will be no long-term adverse impact on the school or
surrounding residences.

The construction project will also provide positive economic benefits in terms of
construction jobs, construction spending, and multiplier effects on the local economy. In
the long-term, the new classroom building will have a positive economic effect on the
school, and comply with the overall Waipahu High School Master Plan.
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3.3.2 Scenic and Visual Resources

Scenic and visual resources in the area include views of the Waianae mountain range.
Despite its proximity, Pearl Harbor is not visible from the project site due to the flat
topography and surrounding structures. However, the harbor is visible from other areas of
the school campus. The project site is within the existing Waipahu High School campus.
Surrounding areas of Waipahu Town are urbanized and developed.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed two-story building will be 42°-0” in height. According to the City’s zoning
code, the Land Use Ordinance (LUO), the existing R-5 zoning allows buildings up to 25
feet in height. A request for a waiver of the LUO Section 21-3.70-1(c)(1) will be submitted
to the City Department of Planning and Permitting.

The two-story building will be noticeable from Farrington Highway, Waipio Access Road,
and the residential area across the street. However, the structure will be visually
compatible with the adjacent school buildings, and will not obstruct views of the
mountains or harbor. Its design will be consistent with the surrounding structures, and it
will not have a negative visual impact on the area.

3.3.3 Archaeological, Historic, and Cultural Resources

The State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources Historic Preservation
Division conducted a Chapter 6E-8 HRS Review of the proposed project. In a December 3,
2003 letter (LOG NO. 22003.2415, DOC No: 0311st13), SHPD noted:

“...there are no known historic sites al this location, nor have historic sites been
documented during construction of the additions built in the 1970's and 1980's.
Because the proposed construction is within areas that have been previously
developed, historic sites are unlikely to be found. Thus, we believe that the
proposed expansion will have “no effect” on significant historic sites.

However, in the unlikely event that historic sites, including human burials, are
uncovered during routine construction activities, all work in the vicinity must stop
and the State Historic Preservation division must be contacted...”

The letter, included in Chapter 9, also notes that:
“Since there are no structures over 50 years of age, we believe that the

determination for the architectural concerns of the proposed project is ‘no historic
properties affected’.”
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Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The project will not impact archaeological, historic or cultural resources. No mitigation
measures are required.

Act 50, Session Laws of Hawaii, 2000 requires that a proposed action’s impact(s) on the
cultural practices of a community be disclosed in the environmental review process. The
new building is consistent with the existing use of the site as a school. The improvements
are within the boundaries of the school campus, and will not have an impact on cultural
practices within the surrounding community.

34  TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION
3.4.1 Existing Conditions

The entrance to Waipahu High School is located near the signalized intersection of
Farrington Highway and Waipio Access Road. Farrington Highway is a State highway
running east to west, connecting Pearl City to the Ewa area, and continuing along the
Waianae Coast. Near Waipahu High School, Farrington Highway is a four-lane divided
roadway. Waipio Access Road is a two-lane collector street under City and County
jurisdiction. It provides access from Farrington Highway along the length of Waipio
Peninsula. In addition to providing access into the high school, land uses on Waipio
Peninsula include the Ted Makalena Golf Course, the new Waipio Peninsula Soccer Park,
and the Navy’s Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility.

Traffic counts along Farrington Highway and Waipio Access Road and at their intersection
were taken as part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Waipio Peninsula
Soccer Park (City and County of Honolulu, 1998). At that time, the EIS noted that existing
(1998) traffic at the intersection operated at very acceptable levels of service during the
both weekdays and Saturdays. The EIS projected that after completion of the soccer park,
afternoon peak traffic would increase by 16.5 percent during the weekdays and 27.1
percent on Saturdays. Intersection level of service in 2001 (the opening of soccer park)
would still be at acceptable levels of delay (LOS C) during afternoon and early evening
peak hours, though increased traffic would result in longer waits at the intersection.

Traffic conditions on Saturdays were predicted to have acceptable levels of delay, although
the conditions would be at LOS D during the midday peak hour, During the Saturday
midday peak, it was predicted that the queue of vehicles waiting to make a left turn onto
Waipio Access Road from Farrington Highway would exceed the 180-foot length of the
left turn lane.

By year 2010, representing full development of the soccer park master plan, afternoon
peak hour traffic at this intersection was projected to increase by 29.3 percent during the
weckdays, and by nearly 50 percent on Saturdays. Level of service at the intersection
would exceed the capacity of the intersection, resulting in unacceptable levels of service,
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Some of the mitigation measures identified in the EIS included widening Waipio Access
Road (to either three or four lanes), extending the west-bound left turn lane at the
Farrington Highway-Waipio Access Road intersection, and creation of a right-turn lane
from Waipio Access Road onto Farrington Highway.

3.4.2 Potential Impacts and Mitigation

During project construction, the contractor’s staging area will temporarily displace seven
parking stalls in an existing parking lot on the southwest side of the new building. There is
the potential for some parking to overflow into the surrounding residential area at times.
However, given the limited number of stalls affected, no significant impacts are
anticipated. The construction contract will include a parking policy for construction
vehicles and equipment, and staging areas to be used by the contractor will be specified.
Displacement of the parking stalls will be temporary.

Once the project is completed, no additional on-campus parking will be required for the
new eight-classroom building. The number of existing parking spaces on campus is
adequate in accordance with the City’s Land Use Ordinance.

The project itself will not cause an increase in traffic to and from Waipahu High School,
and will not require traffic mitigation. Increases in student cnrollment, and the associated
increase in vehicular traffic, will occur with or without the project. However, the area will
experience a substantial increase in traffic in coming years, due to the build out of the
Waipio Peninsula Soccer Park, located just over a mile beyond the school on Waipio
Peninsula. The soccer park will increase traffic at the Farrington Highway-Waipio Access
Road intersection, particularly during the afternoon peak hour and on weekends. Some
roadway improvements at this intersection are likely to be implemented by the State and/or
City and County in the future, in order to accommodate the full build out of the soccer
park, as well as general growth in regional traffic.

In a November 21, 2003 comment letter (see Chapter 9), the State Department of
Transportation also noted that “because of the growing student population and growth in
the surrounding neighborhood, future monitoring of the intersection of Farrington
Highway and Waipio Access Road may be needed.”

35  UTILITIES
3.5.1 Drainage System
No improvements to the existing drainage system will be needed for the project. Existing

drainage patterns will be maintained. Runoff will continue to sheet flow across the
property to existing swales and drainage structures.
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Grading of the site will comply with the City and County Grading Ordinance and the
recommendations of the geotechnical engineer.

3.52 Water System

The Board of Water Supply provides water service to Waipahu High School and the
surrounding area. The project will require relocation of an existing waterline. About 200
linear feet of an existing 6-inch water line will be rerouted to clear the site for the new
classroom building. The proposed classroom building and relocated portables will connect
to the new 6-inch waterline. There is a separate 8-inch water line for fire flow. An existing
fire hydrant will also need to be relocated.

Average daily demand for potable water for the new classroom buildings is 3,530 galions
per day (GPD), with maximum daily demand of 5,295 GPD, and peak hour demand of
10,590 GPD. The Board of Water Supply (BWS) has indicated that the existing water
system is presently adequate to accommodate the proposed classroom building. DAGS will
submit a water allocation request to the State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural
Resources, which approves the water allocation required for all State projects. The
availability of water will be confirmed when the building permit is submitted to the Board
of Water Supply for approval. When water is made available, the applicant will be required
to pay the applicable Water System Facilities Charges.

The project’s potable water system will comply with the Board of Water Supply’s Water
System Standards and Standard Details for Water System Construction.

353 Wastewater System

Existing wastewater service at the school is provided by the City and County of Honolulu.
The immediate project area is served by an 8-inch sewer line that connects to another 8-
inch line along the school frontage road. Wastewater from the area is pumped to the
Honouliuli Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The project’s estimated average daily demand for wastewater is 3,000 gallons per day
(GPD), with a maximum daily demand of 15,000 GPD, and peak hour demand of 27,575
GPD.

Approximately 140 linear feet of the 8-inch sewer line will be rerouted to clear the site for
the classroom building. This will be replaced with a new line, The proposed classroom
buildings will connect to the new 8-inch sewer line.

The sewer system will be designed in accordance with the City and County of Honolulu’s
Design Standards of the Department of Wastewater Management, Volume 1. All
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wastewater plans will conform to applicable provisions of the State Depariment of
Health’s Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-62, “Wastewater Systems.”

3.54 Electrical and Telecommunications Systems

The school obtains electrical service from the Hawaiian Electric Company (HECo) at
480/277 volts, 3 phase, 4 wire, 60 Hertz. A pad-mounted transformer is located near the
school’s electrical service equipment near Building “1.” Power is extended from the
transformer to the existing school service entry equipment.

Verizon Hawaii provides telephone service to the school, and cable television (CATV)
service is by Oceanic Cablevision. The telephone cable enters the Waipahu High School
campus off of Waipio Access Road, and routes underground adjacent to Building D, about
where temporary classrooms P-25 and P26 will be relocated.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The new classroom building will have data, telephone, public address, video capability, as
well as fire alarm. The existing power system will be extended to support the new building.
The new portable classroom P-25 will obtain power from an existing underground feeder
at adjacent building P-28. New portable classroom P-26 will obtain power from an existing
underground feeder at adjacent portable P-32.

The new classroom building’s electrical and telecommunications systems will be
connected to the school campus main distribution frame. The building fire alarm system
will be connected to the main campus fire alarm control panel in the Administration

building.

The project design will be consistent with the engineering requirements specified by
Hawaiian Electric Co., Verizon Hawaii and other utility companies.

3.6  PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

3.6.1 Police Services

The area is served by police officers assigned to the Pearl City station. The Police
Department has noted that they anticipate the usual calls for police service during the
construction phase related to dust, noise and traffic complaints. However, after the project
is completed, they do not anticipate any significant impact on police services.

362 Fire and Emergency Medical Services
The City and County of Honolulu Fire Department has two fire stations near the school.

The closest fire station is the Waikele Fire Station, at the corner of Lumiaina Street and
Lumiaina Place, about a mile north of the school. TheWaipahu Fire Station is located on
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Leonui Street, approximately two miles west of the school. In addition to the City and
County facilities, the federal Manana fire station, which serves military housing and other
federal facilities, is located approximately 1-1/2 miles northeast of Waipahu High School.
Federal fire stations are also available to respond to civilian emergencies as needed.

An Emergency Medical Services (EMS) unit is located at the Waipahu Fire Station,
According to a co-response agreement between EMS and the Fire Department, the nearest
fire station will also dispatch personnel in response to medical incidents.

The new classroom building and new portable classrooms will meet all applicable building
and fire codes. The project will not increase fire service demand, or affect the ability of the
Honolulu Fire Department to respond to emergencies in the area. As required by the Fire
Department, a fire access road will be located within 150 feet of the first floor of the
structures. Construction plans will be submitted to the Honolulu Fire Department for
review and approval.
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4  LAND USE PLANS, POLICIES, AND CONTROLS

41  HAWAII STATE PLAN

The Hawaii State Plan, Chapter 226, HRS, serves as a written guide for the future long-
range development of the State by identifying goals, objectives, policies, and priorities and
by providing a basis for determining priorities and allocating limited resources, such as
public funds, services, manpower, land, energy, water, and other resources. Relevant State
Plan goals, objectives, policies and priority guidelines are noted below.

The proposed project would be in conformance with State Plan objectives and policies for
socio-cultural advancement—education,

“(b) To achieve the educational objective, it shall be the policy of this State to: (1)
Support educational programs and activities that enhance personal development,
physical fitness, recreation, and cultural pursuits of all groups...(2) Ensure the
provision of adequate and accessible educational services and facilities that are
designed to meet individual and community needs...”(Section 226-21, HRS).

42  STATE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION

The State Land Use Commission, pursuant to Chapter 205 and 205A, HRS and Chapter
15-15, Hawaii Administrative Rules, is empowered to classify all lands in the State into
one of four land use districts: urban, rural, agricultural and conservation. The entire
alignment falls within the “Urban” classification. Activities or uses that fall within the
Urban classification are regulated by the City (see Figure 10),

43  CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU LAND USE REGULATIONS

4.3.1 General Plan

The General Plan for the City and County of Honolulu (1992) is a comprehensive
statement of long-term objectives and policies for Oahu over a 20 year period. The General
Plan addresses eleven areas of concern, including population; economic activity; the
natural environment; housing; transportation and utilities; energy; physical development
and urban design; public safety; health and education; culture and recreation; and
government operations and fiscal management.

The proposed project is consistent with the following policies and guidelines of the 1992
General Plan Objectives and Policies, Chapter IX, Health and Education.
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Objective B: To provide a wide range of educational opportunities for the people of Oahu.
Policy 3: Encourage the after-hours use of school buildings, grounds and facilities.

Policy 4: Encourage the construction of school facilities that are designed for
flexibility and high levels of use.

Policy 5: Facilitate the appropriate location of learning institutions from the
preschool through the university levels.

4.3.2 Central Oahu Sustainable Communities Plan

Waipahu High School is within the Central Oahu Sustainable Communities Plan (SCP)
(December 2002) area. Figure 11 shows the Sustainable Communities Plan’s land use
plan. The school is located in the area designated for Residential and Low Density
Apartments.

Section 3.5 of the Central Oahu Sustainable Communities Plan entitled “Waipahu Town,”
discusses policies, planning principles and guidelines for development of Waipahu.
Waipahu Town is envisioned as a “harmonious blend of the old and new.” Major planning
themes for the planning and design of Waipahu include 1) the need for economic
revitalization; 2) keeping new land uses compatible with existing uses; 3) promoting and
preserving Waipahu's plantation heritage; 4) improving Waipahu's visual appearance and
character; 5) increasing recreational opportunities; and 6) improving vehicular, pedestrian
and bicycle circulation.

Although Waipahu High School is not specificaily addressed in Section 3.5 of the
Sustainable Communities Plan, the upgrade of the school’s facilities supports and is
consistent with the overall SCP goals of economic revitalization, improving Waipahu’s
visual appearance and social and cultural enhancements.

4.3.3 Waipahu Town Plan and Waipahu Livable Communities Initiative

A community based, special area plan for Waipahu Town was prepared by the City and
County of Honolulu in December 1995 and adopted by the City Council in 1996. The
purpose of the special area plan was to provide a more detailed plan for Waipahu than
could be provided the Central Oahu Development Plan/Sustainable Communities Plan. The
Waipahu Town Plan (December 1995) is the result of a collaborative, community effort
headed by the Waipahu Town Plan Task Force, comprised of business and community
groups, large landowners, area politicians, and other community stakeholders. Major
components of the Waipahu Town Plan include economic development, land use,
circulation, urban design, and an implementation plan.
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The Waipahu Livable Communities Initiative (May 1998) was intended to improve the
quality of transportation facilities and promote economic revitalization in Waipahu. It was
also intended to extend the Waipahu Town Plan effort by identifying specific
implementation projects.

Although neither the Waipahu Town Plan nor the Waipahu Livable Communities Initiative
specifically addresses Waipahu High School, the project is consistent with the social,
economic and physical improvement goals in both planning documents.

434 Zoning

The main Waipahu High School campus, including the entire project site, is located in the
R-5 Residential zoning district. The school’s lower campus athletic complex is located in
the Ag-2, General Agriculture District. The intent of the City and County’s residential
districts is to provide areas for urban residential development. Schools are a permitted use
within the R-5 zoning district (see Figure 12). The R-5 residential zoning requires a
minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet, with building heights of 25 feet. The new two-story
classroom building will be 42°-3” in height. A waiver for the height requirements of the

Land Use Ordinance Section 21-3.70-1(c)(1) is being submitted.
4.3.5 Special Management Area

Coastal Zone Management objectives and policies (Section 205A-2, HRS) and the Special
Management Area (SMA) guidelines (Section 25-3.2 ROH) have been developed to
preserve, protect, and where possible, to restore the natural resources of the coastal zone of
Hawaii. As shown in Figure 12, Waipahu High School is not within the Special
Management Area (SMA), and a Special Management Area use permit is not required. The
project will not have a direct or indirect impact on the State’s coastal zone.

44  OTHER
4,41 Waipahu High School Master Plan

The Waipahu High School Revised Master Plan was prepared for the State of Hawaii
Department of Accounting and General Services by Anbe, Aruga & Ishizu, Architects, Inc.
in 2003. The purpose of the master plan was to update the school’s physical plant to enable
it to meet the needs of a growing student body, as well as the needs generated by the
introduction of new educational methods. The master plan also sought to provide the
school with a sense of unity and identity.

The master plan notes that the Waipahu High School campus comprises three major
areas—an existing upper campus of approXimately 20 acres, the existing lower campus
playfield on approximately 18 acres, and 4 proposed expanded school campus of
approximately 7 acres. The original master plan proposed to expand the school’s lower
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campus, which is located at the back of the existing campus. However, the proposed
expansion area is a former fill area, and it was discovered that due to unstable soil
conditions, it could not support buildings. As a result, the master plan focused on facilities
in the upper campus area, and additional and relocated parking in the expanded lower

canipus area,

Based on the Revised Master Plan, thirty-one new classrooms were proposed for Waipahu
High School, to be constructed in several increments. A new eight-classroom building was
completed in February 1998 as the first increment of the Revised Master Plan.

The subject project was referred to in the Revised Master Plan as a “Five Classroom
Building.” The design was subsequently revised to include eight classrooms. Additional
classrooms will be constructed in future increments, as funding is available. Other master
plan components include expansion of the existing automotive building, expansion of the
cafeteria, expansion of student and faculty parking, construction of a new bus loading area
on Waipio Access Road, and new locker room near the athletic field. Separate
environmental documentation will be prepared for these future increments.
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5  POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES

54  NOACTION

The “no action” alternative assumes the status quo. Under this alternative, no new classroom
building would be constructed. The school would continue to operate with inadequate
classrooms, and offices, and overcrowding would increase further as student population
expands over the next two years. The schoo! would not have a dedicated special education
classroom, as mandated by both State and federal requirements. No progress would be made
toward implementing the recommendations of the Waipahu High School Revised Master
Plan. No action would also be inconsistent with Governor Lingle’s stated policy to make
improving public education a high priority.

52  DELAYED ACTION

One option is to delay the construction of the new eight-classroom building, and implement
other components of the Waipahu High School Revised Master Plan. This would mean
continued reliance on the existing facilities until the action is initiated. As student enrollment
increases over the next two years, overcrowding in existing facilities would become more
severe. The school would continue to be out of compliance with State and federal special
education requirements because of a lack of a special education classroom. Overall, delaying
the proposed construction would only increase overall project costs because of inflation and
changes in economic and labor supply conditions.

53  ALTERNATIVE LOCATIONS AND DESIGNS

Alternative locations for the new classroom building were explored during preparation of the
Waipahu High School Revised Master Plan (2003). Initial plans to construct classrooms in
the lower campus expansion area were modified, when soils studies revealed that this former
fill area could not adequately support structurcs. Various locations in the main upper campus
were considered, but the final location was selected because of its availability, its central
location, good functional relationships with other classrooms, and proximity to supporting
facilities such as the library.

During the design process, three alternative design schemes for the new classroom building
were developed, and evaluated by the users. The schemes differed in their layout and room
locations. The proposed design was determined to be the most desirable because of its room
arrangement, orientation to prevailing winds, and north-south orientation. Therefore, it was
selected as the preferred design.

The alternative to relocate portable buildings P.25 and P-26 rather than replace them was

also considered. However, the existing portables are more than 30 years old. Structural
examination revealed that the building sidings have dry rot, and the structures contain
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hazardous materials. For this reason, the decision was made to demolish the existing
structures and construct new portable classrooms.

54 EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES

The proposed action was the result of an analysis of alternative locations on campus, as well
as alternative building designs. The project site was selected because it was on the upper
campus, was available for development, and was of adequate size. The location provided
good functional relationships with other classroom facilities, and displacement of existing
parking would be minimal. The design scheme was selected over other alternatives because
the room configurations were efficient, and because of the building orientation to prevailing
winds,
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6  DETERMINATION

Based on the information described in this document, the proposed project is not expected
to result in significant social, economic, cultural, or environmental impacts. Consequently,
the State of Hawaii Department of Accounting and General Services, on behalf of the
Department of Education, has determined that the project will have no significant impact,
pursuant to the provisions of Subchapter 6 of Chapter 200, Title 11, Hawaii Administrative
Rules of the Department of Health.
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7 FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING THE DETERMINATION

This Final Environmental Assessment, prepared in accordance with Chapter 343, HRS, as
amended, has found that the potential for impacts associated with the proposed action will
not be significant. Potential environmental impacts will be temporary and are not expected
to adversely impact the long-term environmental quality of the area.

The potential effects of the proposed project were evaluated based on the significance
criteria in Section 11-200-12 (Hawaii Administrative Rules, revised in 1996). The
following is a summary of potential effects of the action,

SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA
1. Irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of natural or cultural
resources.

The proposed project will not adversely impact natural or cultural resources. The project
will demolish two temporary classrooms (“portables”) and construct a new, two-story,
eight-classroom building. The two temporary classrooms will be replaced with two new
portable classrooms at a different site. The project takes place within the boundaries of the
existing high school, and will not result in the loss or destruction of natural or cultural
resources.

2 Curtailment of the range of beneficial uses of the environment.

The project will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment, as the new
classroom is located within a developed portion of the Waipahu High School campus.

3. Conflicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and
guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and
amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders.

The proposed project is consistent with the environmental policies, goals, and guidelines
defined in Chapter 344, HRS. By improving the area’s public school facilities, the project
is consistent with guideline (8)(B) Community life and housing, in §344-4, Guidelines.
That specific guideline is to “Develop communities which provide a sense of identify and
social satisfaction in harmony with the environment and provide internal opportunities for
shopping, employment, education, and recreation.”
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4. Substantially affects the ecconomic or social welfare of the community or state.

The project will provide needed classroom facilities at Waipahu High School, and
therefore will have a positive impact on the economic and social welfare of the
community. Short-term negative impacts are associated with construction noise and dust to
the school and surrounding residents, and possibly some traffic disruption. These impacts
will be temporary.

5. Substantially affects public health.

The proposed project will be completed in accordance with Federal, State and City and
County of Honolulu rules and regulations governing public safety and health. Primary
public health concerns involve construction-period air quality, noise, and traffic. The
contractor will be obligated to meet the environmental standards and procedures of various
governmental agencies in the course of obtaining necessary permits. Potential public health
impacts will be minimized or brought to negligible levels by the mitigation measures
described in this document.

6. Involves substantial seccondary impacts, such as population changes or effects
on public facilities.

Population increases resulting in a projected growth in the school’s student population are
occurring independent of the proposed project. The project itself is not generating the
population changes. Rather, the project is responding to these population changes by
providing additional and improved classroom facilities at Waipahu High School. The
project will not affect other public facilities.

7. Involves substantial degradation of environmental quality.

The project will take place within the boundaries of an existing school campus. All project
construction will occur in currently developed areas. Construction-related noise, dust and
traffic impacts will be temporary and will be mitigated There will be no degradation of
environmental quality. Upon completion of the project, the environmental quality of the
area will return to pre-construction condition.

8. Is individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect on the
environment, or involves a commitment for large actions.

The proposed project is part of the State’s Waipahu High School Revised Master Plan.
Other components of the master plan will be planned and funded separately by the
Department of Accounting and General Services for the Department of Education. This
project does not involve a commitment for larger actions. It will not have an impact on
local, regional, and island-wide land use and/or population.
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9. Substantially affects a rare, threatencd, or endangered species, or its habitat.

The project area is a long established urban community with no rare, threatened, or
endangered species or their habitats. The project will not affect endangered water birds that
travel and nest in various areas around the Pearl Harbor shoreline.

10.  Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels.

There will be short-term impacts on the air quality and noise levels inside of and adjacent
to the construction area. Mitigation measures will be implemented to minimize
construction-related impacts. There will be no long-term impacts to air or water quality or
ambient noise levels.

11. Affect or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally
sensitive area, such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone area,
geologically hazardous land, estuary, freshwater, or coastal waters.

The project area is not at high risk for tsunami inundation or flooding, and is away from
the Special Management Area and coastal resources. The project will not impact the
waters of the Pearl Harbor estuary, or adjacent stream waters. The project will not affect
sensitive environmental resources.

12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or state
plans or studies.

The project will not affect scenic vistas and view planes identified in public planning
documents or studies. The new two-story building will be nearly 43 feet in height, and as
such, noticeably taller than the immediately surrounding school buildings. However, it will
be visually compatible with the surrounding school. A zoning height variance will be
obtained from the City and County of Honolulu. The building will not obstruct views of
the harbor or the mountains.

13.  Requires substantial energy consumption.
Installation of an air conditioning system and electrical system in the new building will
increase electrical demand at the school, but this will not be substantial. Energy demands

will be typical for a project of this type. The building is being designed to be properly
insulated and to meet current energy codes.

CONCLUSION
The analysis contained in this Environmental Assessment has determined that the project
will not have significant adverse impacts. The State of Hawaii Department of Accounting

and General Services, on behalf of the Department of Education, is filing a Finding of No
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Significant Impact (FONSI) with the State Office of Environmental Quality Control. —

Anticipated impacts will be temporary and will not adversely affect environmental quality
in the area.

[

-----
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9  ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES CONSULTED IN
PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT AND FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL

ASSESSMENTS
94  Comments Received During the Early Consultation Period

The following agencies and organizations were sent a pre-consultation letter on November
13, 2003, requesting comments prior to completion of the Draft Environmental
Assessment. Comments were requested by December 10, 2003

Letters from 16 agencies and individuals were received during the pre-consultation period,
and are reproduced in this chapter. Those responding are noted with an asterisk (*) below.
The comments were incorporated into the Draft Environmental Assessment.

Federal
U.S. Army Engineer District
State

Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Office of Planning
*Department of Education
Facilities and Support Services Branch
‘Waipahu High School
*Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Department of Land and Natural Resources
e *Land Division
e *State Historic Preservation Division
Department of Health
¢ Environmental Management Division
e Office of Environmental Quality Control
*Department of Human Services
*Department of Transportation, Statewide Transportation Planning Office
*Office of Hawaiian Affairs

City and County of Honolulu

*Board of Water Supply

*Department of Design and Construction
*Fire Department

Department of Planning & Permitting
*Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Transportation Services
*Police Department

9-1



Waipahu High School Eight-Classroom Building Chapter 9
Final Environmental Assessment ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES CONSULTED

Department of Environmental Services
Department of Facility Maintenance

Utilities

*Hawaiian Electric Company
*Verizon Hawaii

Other Community Organizations
Waipahu Neighborhood Board, #22
Elected Officials

*Senator Cal Kawamoto, State Senate District 18

Senator Willie Espero, State Senate District 10
*Representative Jon Karamatsu, State House District 41
Representative Alex Sonson, State House District 35
Representative Guy Ontai, State House District 37
Representative Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo, State House District 42
Representative Roy Takumi, State House District 36

City Councilman Nestor Garcia, District 9

93  Comments Received During Review of the Draft EA

The Draft EA was filed with the Office of Environmental Quality Control, and its notice of
availability published in the February 23, 2004 edition of The Environmental Notice. The
Draft EA was sent to the agencies and organizations listed below, as well as the Hawaii
State Library. The 30-day review period ended on March 23, 2003.

During the Draft EA comment period, 19 letters were received. Agencies that sent
comment letters during the Draft EA comment period are noted with a double asterisk (**)
below. The letters, as well as the response letters are included at the end of this chapter.

Federal
**U.S. Army Engineer District
State

Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Office of Planning
**Department of Education
Facilities and Support Services Branch
Waipahu High School
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
**Department of Land and Natural Resources

92
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**DLNR, State Historic Preservation Division

**Department of Health, Environmental Management Division
**Department of Health, Office of Environmental Quality Control
**Department of Human Services

**Department of Transportation, Statewide Transportation Planning Office
++Office of Hawaiian Affairs

City and County of Honolulu

**Board of Water Supply

**Department of Design and Construction
**Fire Department

**Department of Planning & Permitting
**Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Transportation Services
**Police Department

Department of Environmental Services
*+*Department of Facility Maintenance

Utilities

Hawaiian Electric Company
**Verizon Hawaii

Other Community Organizations
**Waipahu Neighborhood Board, #22
Elected Officials

Senator Cal Kawamoto, State Senate District 18

Senator Willie Espero, State Senate District 10
**Representative Jon Karamatsu, State House District 41
Representative Alex Sonson, State House District 35
Representative Guy Ontai, State House District 37
Representative Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo, State House District 42
Representative Roy Takumi, State House District 36

City Councilman Nestor Garcia, District 9
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Appendix A

Hazardous Material Survey Report
Portables 25 and 26, Waipahu High School

Kimura International, Inc.
December 2003
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