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Ms. Genevieve Salmonson, Dircctor
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Satate Department of Health

235 South Beretania Strect, Suitc 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Ms. S8almonson:

Subject: Final Environmental Assessment
Maile Beach Park Improvements
TMEK: 8-7-015: 001, 0603-007, 39 and §-7-028: 021-023
Maili, Quho, Hawaii

The Department of Design and Construction has teviewed the final environmental
assessment (FEA) for the subject project, and is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact
determination, Please publish notice of availability for this project in the April 23, 2004 issue of
the QEQC Environmental Notice.

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Publication Form and four (4) copies of the FEA.
The project summary is on file with your office. Please call Laverne Higa at 527-6246 if you
have any questions.
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L. PROJECT SUMMARY

APPLICANT:

AGENT:

CONSULTANT:

PROJECT NAME:

PROJECT LOCATION:

TAXMAPKEY/ OWNERSHIP:

LOT AREA:

ZONING:

DEVELOPMENT PLAN:
DEVELOPMENT PLAN AREA:
STATE LAND USE:

Final Environmental Assessment

Dept. of Design and Construction
City and County of Honolulu
650 South King Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Engineers Surveyors Hawaii, Inc
000 Halekauwila Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Environmental Communications, Inc.
1188 Bishop Street, Suite 2210
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Maili Beach Park Improvements

Maili Beach Park
87-461 Farrington Highway
Maili, Oahu, Hawaii

8-7-015: 001, 003-007, 039
8-7-028: 021-023
City and County of Honolulu

8-7-015: 001 37,208 sf
8-7-015: 003 39,486 sf
8-7-015: 004 40,995 sf
8-7-015: 005 42,403 sf
8-7-015: 006 41,540 sf
8-7-015: 007 39,332 sf
8-7-015: 039 38,223 sf
8-7-028: 021 35,117 sf
8-7-028: 022 35,495 sf
8-7-028: 023 36,192 sf

Total acreage 8.51 acres (385,991sf)
P-2, General Preservation
Parks and Recreation

Waianae

Urban

3 Maili Beach Park Improvements
City and County of Honolulu



CURRENT LAND USE:

NATURE OF DEVELOPMENT:

PROJECT COST:

Final Environmental Assessment

Existing City and County Park with improvements
including a restroom facility, picnic tables and on-
site parking.

The proposed action consists of improvements that
will include an improved paved parking area,
sidewalks, barrier fencing, landscaping and lighting
improvements.

The total cost of the proposed improvements is
approximately $456,000. The scope of work will be
conducted in a single continuous phase.

4 Maili Beach Park Improvements
City and County of Honolulu



II.

PROPOSED PROJECT AND STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

Project Location

The proposed improvements are located on the existing Maili Beach Park, Maili,
Oahu, Hawaii. The project site is also identified as TMKSs: 8-7-015: 001, 003-007,
039 and 8-7-028: 021-023. All parcels are owned by the City and County of
Honolulu.

The project parcel consists of lands makai (west) of Farrington Highway and
north of St. John’s Road. This continuous shoreline parcel includes
approximately 5,000 feet of shoreline. Across Farrington Highway, the park
passes 20 residential streets from Milikami Street to the north and St. John’s Road
to the south, The project improvement area is limited to the southern end of the
Beach Park from Palakamana Street to St. John’s Road.

Project Description

The proposed improvements are initiated as a community-visioning project by the
Maili community. These improvements are limited to the southern portion of the
Maili Beach Park. The proposed action is limited to basic park repair and
improvements and will not change the nature of the park use nor the intensity and
capacity of the park. Rather, the proposed improvements enhance the park for
existing users and the surrounding community. The proposed improvements
reflect the intent of this community initiative and are described in detail as
follows,

1. Improved Paved Parking

The unimproved parking area is presently paved and lined with concrete pile butts
that demarcate the parking site. A rock wall is located along the northern
boundary of the area. The proposed parking improvements will consist of the
removal of the concrete pile buits, grading and repaving of the parking area. A
total of 60 parking stalls, including handicap parking will be provided in the
completed parking lot. The lot will be bordered with an 18-inch high CRM wall,
drainage sump, and a concrete sidewalk along the Farrington Highway boundary.

Access to the parking lot will be aligned with Palakamana Street along the
northern end of the parking lot. Concrete pile butts marking the existing parking
area are located approximately to Liopolo Street. The southern end of the
improved parking lot will now terminate between Liopolo and Gilpake Streets.
The remaining pile butts between the improved parking lot and the former
demarcation line will be removed. While this results in a slightly smaller parking
area, the no net decrease in parking capacity is expected. The new lot will allow

Fina] Environmental Asscssment 5 Maili Beach Park Improvements

City and County of Honolulu



for space efficient parking and will prevent further degradation and erosion of the
park site. The former parking area will then be cleared, grubbed and graded,
covered with topsoil and grassed.

2. CRM Border Wall

Concrete pile butts presently line Farrington Highway along the mauka side of the
park. All piles located between Palakamana Street and St. John’s Road will be
removed and replaced with an 18-inch high CRM wall. A 24-foot wide opening
will be provided opposite Palakamana Street for vehicular access to the parking
lot, Eight 3-foot wide pedestrian openings will also be provided throughout the
park improvement area.

3. Concrete Walloway

The existing comfort station is located northwest of the proposed parking lot and
does not have a sidewalk connection to the parking area. The proposed
improvements will include a 5-foot wide walkway that will provide access to the
newly paved parking area. The walkway will be constructed with a 5% maximum
slope to meet ADA requirements. An ADA accessible picnic area will also be
provided immediately north of the improved parking lot,

4, Electrical Improvements

The electrical systems for the existing street lighting will be replaced or repaired
for the five streetlights located along Farrington Highway. These improvements
will generally consists of the replacement of metering, pull boxes and fuses
systems,

Prior to the construction of the proposed improvements, the existing parking lot
will require approximately 1480 cubic yards of grading.

C. Project Objective

The proposed improvements are aimed at providing park users with a more
accessible and pleasant park experience. The proposed improvements will also
increase safety for park users, and will enhance recreational opportunities.

Site improvements will significantly improve the physical environment by
creating a more attractive, safety and convenient and park that will create a highly
desirable community asset.

Final Environmental Assessment 6 Maili Beach Park Improvements
City and County of Honolulu
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DECRIPTION OF ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

Environmental Sctting

The project site is located on a relatively flat dirt and grassed area flanked by a
sandy and rocky shoreline that changes with seasonal surf. The park is 8.51 acres
in size, and consists of approximately 5,000 linear feet of shoreline frontage. An
unpaved parking lot and comfort station are presently available on-site. The
parking area and castern park boundary (opposite the shoreline) are presently
defined by concrete pile butts. While the pile butts prevent unwanted vehicular
access within the park, parking stalls are not defined and parking is inefficient and
the unpaved surface is subject to erosion and unstable surfaces.

The concrete pile bults also create an unattractive barrier. Replacement of these
piles with the proposed 18-inch high CRM will significantly enhance the park
appearance.

Existing vegetation is limited to coconut trees, grass and weeds.

Surrounding Uses

The Maili Beach Park is located in a highly urbanized portion of Maili. Located
between Mailiili Channel and St. John’s Road, the park stretches across the
majority of Maili Town. The park is zoned for general preservation. Single
family residential uses are located across Farrington Highway. The Waianae
Comprehensive Health Center is located north of the project site across Mailiili
Channel.

The project site is not expected to have any significant impact on coastal views or
any surrounding viewpoints. The site is generally flat and does not offer any
ocean views from the Farrington Highway direction. The shoreline is visible
along the makai most boundary of the park. The addition of an 18-inch high rock
wall will not have any significant impact on any views and will beautify the
parking lot area. Presently the parking lot is unsightly with concrete piles and
broken paving. The addition of the wall will provide some screening of vehicles
providing for improved area views, particularly along Farrington Highway.

Maili Beach Park Improvements
City and County of Honolulu



C. Environmental Considerations

1. Geological Characteristics

Topography

Turfed portions of the park are relatively flat with less than 5% variation in slope.
The proposed improvement area is generally located on a low portion of the park
while the park gradually rises along a shoreline berm. An clevation change of
approximately 3 to 4 feet is noted {rom the parking area to the highest portion of
the park. Along the shoreline, variations in topography range from gradual sand
slopes to the ocean to abrupt transitions where erosion from surf results in a drop-
off of approximately 4 feet,

Climate

While Hawaii is generally characterized as being temperate, the geography of the
Waianae/Maili/Nanakuli District is notable for its prevailing dry, warm climate.
Rainfall in this area is the lowest of all coastal regions on Oahu. Prevailing
tradewinds are diminished by the Waianae mountain range, contributing to the
general arid feeling of the coast.

According the Atlas of Hawaii, Second Edition, the Waianae District typically
experiences less than 5 inches of rainfall during peak rainfall months. Average
mean temperatures on the Waianae coast range from mean highs between 80 and
90 degrees to mean lows between 60 and 75 degrees Fahrenheit.

USDA Soil Survey Report

According to panel 36 of the Soil Survey of Islands of Kauai, Oahu, Maui,
Molokai, and Lanai, State of Hawaii by the US Department of Agriculture Soil
Conservation Service, the project site is located on soils classified as BS beach
sand.

2. Water Resources

The project site is located along the western coast of Oahu. Surf conditions along
this coast are generally calm except during the winter high surf season. The
shoreline fronting the project site consists of sandy and rocky shoreline and is
well suited for recreational use. The non-perennial Mailiili Channel is located
north of the project site while Ulehawa Channel is located further south, Both
channels are concrete lined and serve as the major drainage conduits for the Maili
area.

Final Environmental Assessment 14 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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Hydrologic Hazards and Resources

According to Panel 15003C0195 E of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency Flood Insurance Rate Map, the project site is located in Zones D and AE.
The project improvement area is generally located in Zone D, an area in which
flood hazards are undetermined. Areas in Zones AE have been determined to
have coastal base flood elevations of 14 feet above mean sea level. This generally
consists of shoreline areas that are not subject to the proposed park improvements.

Tsunami Inundation

The Civil Defense Tsunami Inundation Map Number 16 indicates that the project
site is vulncrable to tsunami inundation (GTE Hawaiian Tel).

Special Management Area

The project site is located within the Special Management Area (SMA) and is
consequently subject to the provisions of Chapter 205A Hawaii Revised Statutes
and Chapter 25, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu. This environmental assessment
will be used to fulfill the requirements for a Special Management Area Use
Permit (SMP), which will be filed under separate cover, and Chapter 343, HRS.

3. Archacological, Betanical and Faunal Resources

Archaeological Resources

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) has conducted a review
of the project improvements and noted that based on aerial photographs taken in
1967, the project site was part of a large sand mining operation. According to
City references, natural sand was excavated and removed from the site and was
backfilled with imported borrow to its current elevation. Based on this
information, DLNR believes that it is unlikely that historic sites remain or will be
encountered in excavation work required for the proposed project. The proposed
action has been determined to have “no effect” on historic sites.

In the unlikely event that historic sites are found, a mitigation plan will need to be
developed and executed. If any artifacts are uncovered during excavation, all
work will cease and the State Historic Preservation Office will be contacted for
appropriate action,

Cultural Resources

The project site has historically been considered open space however during the
1960’s the site was used for a sand mining operation. Since that time, the site has
been restored and operated as a beach park by the City and County of Honolulu.
No unique cultural practices were identified by those knowledgeable with the

Final Environmental Asscssment 15 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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project site. The park is considered an important part of the community and the
improved accessibility of the park is considered an important for the community.

Flora

The project site is presently covered with grass and various weedy species, as well
as trees and shrubs such as Keawe, Koa Haole, Coconut and Hau, all of which are
common in beach areas. No rarc or endangered species of flora were identified on
the park site, and no adverse impacts will occur to flora as a result of the
implementation of park improvement plan objectives.

Fauna

The site does not serve as a wildlife habitat although avifauna, feral cats, dogs and
rodents may be found on-site.

4. Infrastracture and Utilities
The proposed improvements are not expected to have a significant impact on
existing infrastructure and utilities, The proposed improvements are intended to

improve park safety and convenience with only minimal infrastructure expansion.

Vehicular Access and Traffic Conditions

Vehicular access improvements to the park will be limited to an aligned opening
across Palakamana Street. This opening will require that a portion of the existing
rock wall will need to be demolished. Ingress and egress will be adequately
accommodated by this single improved opening.

Water

The project will continue to be serviced by existing waterlines. No plumbing
fixtures will be added in the proposed scope of work therefore demand for water
service will not increase.

Drainage

The site is presently naturally drained. Because the site largely consists of sand
and coral, the site is well drained. Surface runoff from the parking lot will be
directed in the direction of Farrington Highway but will be retained at the
boundary of the lot by a 3-foot wide, 20-inch deep gravel sump

Solid Waste

It is expected that City and County refuse collection service will continue to be
used to service the project location.

Final Environmental Assessment 16 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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Telephone and Electrical Services

The proposed improvements do not include telephone service improvements but
will include replacement of the existing street lighting system {(Figure 8).

5. Public Facilities

The proposed project is not expected to have any impact on public facilities
including schools, parks, police, and fire or emergency medical services.

Nanakuli Fire Station Number 28 provides fire protection service to the project
area. The station is located at 89-334 Nanakuli Avenue and is located 3 1/2 miles
from the project site. Response time to the park is less than 10 minutes.

Ambulance service for the project vicinity is located at the Waianae Fire Station
Number 26. Response time to the project site is approximately 10 minutes.

Police service is provided by the Honolulu Police Department Waianae Station
located at 85-939 Farrington Highway. Response time to the Beach Park is
approximately 5 minutes or less, depending on the location of patrol units. Beats
860 and 863 patrol the project area.

D. Relationship to Plans, Codes and Ordinances

The project site is zoned P-2 General Preservation according the City and County
of Honolulu Zoning Map. Park uses are consistent with this designation. The
Development Plan Designation for the site is Parks and Recreation, which is also
consistent with the existing and proposed use.

The proposed improvements are consistent with the Waianae Sustainable
Communities Plan Land Use, Open Space, and Public Facilities Maps. The
project does not increase development of the Maili Beach Park and maintains the
open space and coastal lands specified in the Communities Plan.

The State Land Use Commission Boundary Maps identify the project site as being
within the Urban area. This is consistent with the surrounding uses that include
commercial uses and single-family to medium density residential units.

Due to its location within the Special Management Area (SMA) boundaries, a
Special Management Area Use Permit (SMP) is required for this project.

Permits and approvals required for the proposed improvements consists of the
following:

. Special Management Permit
. Grading Permit
Final Environmental Assessment 17 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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. Building Permit
. Electrical Permit

E. Probable Impact on the Environment

It is anticipated that the proposed project will significantly improve the existing
site conditions and will enhance park use and desirability. These improvements
and public benefits will occur as a result of the additional amenities, safety
improvements, parking, conveniences and park beautification. Ample parking
will be provided by the proposed improvements.

Positive environmental impacts are expected to enhance park use and desirability
and provide adequate parking to mect the needs of the park. As stated in the
project description, the proposed improvements are based on a community input
process that identified salient needs, major concerns, and long-term goals. Each of
these areas has been addressed by the proposed improvements, as have other
initiatives not part of this specific improvement plan.

I Adverse Impacts Which Cannot be Avoided

Adverse impacts that cannot be avoided are generally related to short-term
construction impacts. These impacts can be minimized by sound construction
practices, adherence to applicable construction regulations as prescribed by the
Department of Health, and coordination with applicable County agencies.

G. Alternatives to the Proposed Action

No other use alternatives beyond the non-action alternative were considered for
this project. Non-action was considered and rejected since no benefit to the
community would be provided. Within the scope of proposed improvements,
alternative circulation configurations were considered and rejected.

H. Mitigation Measures

Long-term impacts resulting from the proposed improvements are expected to be
minimal or non-existent based upon the subject environmental assessment. Long-
term traffic, air and noise impacts are not expected to change significantly after
improvements are completed. Short-term construction related noise and air quality
impact mitigation measures include general good housekeeping practices and
scheduled maintenance to avoid a prolonged construction period. The contractor
will be directed to use best management practices (BMP) wherever applicable.

Final Environmental Assessinent 18 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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1. Irreversible and rretrievable Commitment of Resources

Implementation of the proposed project will result in the irreversible and
irretrievable commitment of resources in the use of non-recyclable energy
expenditure and labor. Materials used for new construction may have salvage
value; however, it is unlikely that such efforts will be cost-effective. The
expenditure of these resources is offset by gains in construction-related wages,
increased tax base and tertiary spending.

Final Environmental Assessment 19 Maili Beach Park Improvements
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FINIDNGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING DETERMINATION

As stated in Section 11-200-12, EIS Rules, Significance Criteria: in determining
whether an action may have a significant cffort on the environment, every phase
of a proposed action shall be considered. The expected consequences of an action,
both primary and secondary, and the cumulative as well as the short-term and
long-term effects must be assessed in determining if an action shall have
significant effect on the environment. Each of the significance criteria is listed
below and is followed by the means of compliance or conflict (if extant).

+ Involves the loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resource.

The proposed action will occur on an existing developed site and will not impact
any natural areas or cultural resources.

« Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment.

The proposed use will result in additional benefit to the environment in its
consistency with existing zoning regulations and in its improvement to existing
site conditions.

. Conflicts with the State's long-term goals or guidelines as expressed in
Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

The proposed action is consistent with the goals and guidelines expressed in
Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes. The proposed action is triggered by the
location of the proposed project within the Special Management Area. The subject
Environmental Assessment has been developed in compliance with the Chapter
343.

. Substantially affects the cconomic or social welfare of the community or state.

The proposed action will make a positive contribution to the welfare of the City
and State by providing an improved park with safety, accessibility and general
amenities (hat will result in a desirable and more productive park.

« Substantially affects public health.

The proposed improvements arc not expected to have any direct impact on public
health. The proposcd action does however represent a substantial improvement
over existing site conditions and associated liabilities. Improvements that will
result in greater safety include an improved parking area, paving of unpaved
parking areas, and perimeter walls Lo create a secure environment.

Maili Beach Park Improvements
City and County of Honolulu



« Involves substantial or adverse secondary impacts, such as population changes
or effect on public facilities.

The proposcd action will not produce substantial secondary impacts resulting in
population changes or significant increase in public facilities.

+ Involves substantial degradation of environmental quality.

The proposed action will improve environmental quality through the creation of
an improved park site. Paving of the unpaved parking areas and the removal of
unsightly conerete pile butts will significantly improve the appearance of the
environment. Impacts associated with erosion will also be reduced or eliminated
by paving the parking area.

« Cumulatively have a considerable effect upon the environment or involve a
commitment for larger actions.

The proposed action is not a first phase of, or related to, any larger action. The
cumulative effect of the project is disclosed in this document (and associated
figures) and does not involve any planned future actions that will cumulatively
impact the environment.

«  Affect rare, threatened or endangered species, or their habitats.

The proposed action will not affect any rare, threatened or endangered species of
flora or fauna, nor is it known to be near or adjacent to any know wildlife
sanctuaries.

+ Detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise levels.

The proposed action will not impact air or water quality. Noise levels may
increase slightly due to an increase in use; however, this increase is not expected
to exceed levels typically associated with park use.

Minimal impacts on air quality and noise are anticipated during construction, but
will be limited by normal construction practices and Department of Health
construction mitigation standards.

- Affect scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in County or State plans or
studies.

The proposed action will not affect any scenic vistas or viewplanes. The project
can be viewed as a beautification effort and will result in a more aesthetically
pleasing environment.
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- Affects or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally
sensitive areas such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone area,
geologically hazardous land, ¢stuary, fresh water, or coastal waters.

The project site is located within a flood area where flood hazards have been
undetermined. It is unlikely that any significant damage will occur from the
construction of the proposed improvements as the project consists of paving and a
low wall. Pedestrian openings within the wall will provide for the free flow of
tsunami flooding into and through the parking lot. No mitigation measures to
prevent damage to the parking lot are required.

* Require substantial energy consumption.
The project will not increase energy consumption.

Based on the above stated criteria, it is anticipated that the subject action warrants
an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).
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V. LIST OF PARTIES CONSULTED PRIOR TO DEVELOPMENT OF THE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Agencies with ministerial or specific interests regarding the proposed project were
contacted for their early comments regarding the proposed project. Parties
responding to contact are listed below and their comments are attached in the
following section.

Department of Environmental Services
City and County of Honolulu

Department of Parks and Recreation
City and County of Honolulu

Department of Planning and Permitting
City and County of Honolulu

Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

Honolulu Fire Department
City and County of Honolulu

Honolulu Police Department
City and County of Honolulu

Department of Defense
Civil Defense Office
State of Hawaii

Department of Land and Natural Resources
Historic Preservation Division
State of Hawaii

Department of Transportation
State of Hawaii
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VI. LIST OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS
CONSULTED DURING THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PROCESS

State of Hawaii Agencies

1. Department of Business, Economic Development
and Tourism, Office of Planning
2. Department of Education
3. Department of Heaith
Environmental Planning Office
4, Department of Health
Clean Air Branch
5. Department of Health
Clean Water Branch
6. Department of Health
Noise, Radiation and Indoor Noise Branch
7. Department of Land and Natural Resources
Historic Preservation Division
8. Department of Land and Natural Resources
QOahu District Land Office
9. Department of Transportation
10, Office of Environmental Quality Conirol
11. Office of Hawaiian Affairs

City and County of Honolulu Agencies

1. Board of Water Supply

2. Department of Community Services

3. Department of Design and Construction

4. Department of Facilities Maintenance

5. Department of Parks and Recreation

6. Department of Planning and Permitting

7. Department of Transportation Services

8. Honolulu Emergency Services Department
9. Honolulu Fire Department

10. Honolulu Police Department

Community Organizations and Private Agencies

1. Neighborhood Board No. 24, Waianae

Date of Response

May 13, 2003

May 5, 2003
May 20, 2003

June 27, 2003
April 24, 2003

May 6, 2003
April 28, 2003

April 30, 2003
May 9, 2003

May 15, 2003
May 30, 2003

May 14, 2003
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