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October 6, 2000

Ms. Genevieve Salmonson, Director
Office of Environmental Quality Control
State of Hawaii

State Office Tower, Room 702

235 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Ms. Salmonson:
CHAPTER 343, HRS

Environmental Assessment (EA) Determination
Finding of No Significant Impact

Recorded Owner: City and County of Honolulu

Applicant Department of Design and Construction,
City and County of Honolulu

Wilson Okamoto & Associates, Inc.
Kamehameha Highway, Hauula, Oahu

5-4-9: pors. 7 and 8

5=4=-1: por. 10

5-4-8: por. 19

Agent
Location
Tax Map Keys

Request : Special Management Area (SMA) Use Permit

Proposal : New 1,364-square foot multi-purpose
building, additional parking and walkway
at the existing Hauula Community Park

Determination : A Finding of No Significant Impact is

Issued

Attached and incorporated by reference is the Final EA prepared by
the applicant for the project. Based on the significance criteria
outlined in Title 11, Chapter 200, State Administrative Rules, we
have determined that preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement is not required.
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We have enclosed a completed OEQC Bulletin Publication Form and
four copies of the Final EA. If you have any questions, please

contact Steve Tagawa of our staff at 523-4817.
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Director of }
and Permi
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PREFACE

This Final Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared pursuant to Chapter 343,
Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) and Title 11, Chapter 200, Administrative Rules,
Department of Health, State of Hawaii. Proposed is an agency action by the City
and County of Honolulu Department of Design and Construction involving the
expenditure of City funds and the use of City and County of Honolulu and State of
Hawaii lands. The project includes construction of a new multi-purpose building and
additional parking stalls at Hau‘ula Community Park in Hau‘ula, Ko‘olau Loa, O'ahu.

This EA has been processed as a Finding of No Significant impact (FONSI) by the
City and County of Honolulu Department of Planning and Permitting, determining
that preparation of an environmenta! impact statement (EIS) is not required pursuant
to Chapter 343, HRS. The Final EA reflects design refinements of the proposed
project made since the Draft EA was published in July 2000. Most notably, the
proposed building has been repositioned and its “footprint” has been reduced. As a
result, the amount of area to be disturbed by construction activities has slightly
decreased with a negligible reduction in impact. The proposed action requires a
Special Management Area (SMA} permit from the City and County of Honolulu.

v
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Proposing Agency:

Approving Authority:

Location:
Tax Map Key(s):

Hau‘ula
Community Park:

Project Site:

Land Area:
Hau'ula
Community Park:
Project Site:

Land Owner:

Existing Use:

State Land Use
Classification:

Community Plan
Designation:

County Zoning
Designation:

Proposed Action:

PROJECT SUMMARY

City and County of Honolulu
Department of Design and Construction

City and County of Honolulu
Department of Planning and Permitting

Hau‘ula Community Park, Hau‘ula, O‘ahu, Hawai'i

5-4-01:01, 02, 06, 08, 09, 10, 11, 14 & 40
5-4-8:18, 19 & 22

5-4-9:07 & 08

5-4-9:07 (por.) & 08 (por.)

5-4-01:10 (por.)
5-4-8:19 (por.)

11.631 acres
4,030 square feet

City and County of Honolulu, in fee or by Executive Order
(except for four remnant parcels, owned by the State of
Hawal'i unaffected by the proposed project)

Hau‘ula Community Park

Urban District

Community Park

P-2 General Preservation District

The proposed project consists of a new, approximately

1,364-square foot, single-story multi-purpose building,
approximately 1,160 square feet of concrete walkway, and
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Impacts:

11 additional parking stalls. The new building will adjoin
the west side of the existing recreation building. The new
building will provide office space and an activity area,
called the Teen Center. The office space will serve the
Park’s Activity Coordinator and other Depariment of Parks
and Recreation (DPR) staff at the Park. A breezeway
between the existing and proposed building will extend as
a covered walkway around the perimeter of the building.

The proposed project also includes upgrading the existing
recreation building, including remodeling the bathrooms,
kitchen, and storage area to achieve ADA compliance.
The roof of the existing building will be raised to the match
the height of proposed pbuilding. The play equipment
located between the existing building and playcourts will be
repositioned to accommodate the new structure. The
playcourts will be resurfaced and restriped to switch the
location of the basketball and volleyball courts.

The proposed action will not generate an increase in the
number of park users or in the amount of traffic to the Park.
Instead, the new multi-purpose building will provide activity
space to meet the needs of existing DPR programs, which
currently operate with insufficient space. The proposed
parking expansion is intended to alleviate existing parking
demand.

The proposed action is consistent with the general policies
regarding parks and recreation areas, as described in the
Ko‘olau Loa Sustainable Communities Plan
Section 3.3.2.2 — Community Based Parks, to “Expand the
Hau‘ula Community Park...to include a multi-purpose
recreation facility.”

No significant impacts are anticipated from the construction
or operation of the proposed expansion at Hau'uia
Community Park. Construction work, mainly excavation
and grading - activities for the building's foundation, is
anticipated to have short-term noise and air quality impacts
in the surrounding area. Al government rules and
regulations will be followed during construction to minimize
impacts. In the long-term, Use of the park is not
anticipated to increase as a result of the proposed project,
as the new multi-purpose building is intended to better
accommodate existing DPR programs.

vi
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Determination: Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Parties Consulted
During Pre-Assessment:

Federal Agencies: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

State Agencies: Department of Education
Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Historic

Preservation Division
Department of Transportation, Highways Division

County Agencies: Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Planning and Permitting

Parties Consulted
During Draft EA Comment Period:

Federal Agencies: U.S. Army Engineer District
State Agencies: Department of Business, Economic Development and
Tourism, Office of Planning
Department of Education
Department of Health

Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
DLNR State Historic Preservation Division
Department of Transportation, Highways Division
Office of Hawalian Affairs

University of Hawai'i Environmental Center

County Agencies: Board of Water Supply
Department of Parks and Recreation

Department of Planning and Permitting

Elected Officials: Councilmember Steve Holmes
Other
Interested Parties: Hau‘ula Ccmmunity Association

Hau‘ula Community Park Visioning Committee
Hau‘ula Cultural Preservation Committee

Other interested
Parties {continued): Hau‘ula Elementary School PTSA (Lokahi Group)

Vil
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Hau‘ula Elementary School-Based Community
Management Council

Koolauloa Neighborhood Board No. 28

Koolauloa Youth Athletic Ciub

Koolauloa Youth Organization

GTE Hawaiian Telephone Company

Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The City and County of Honolulu Department of Design and Construction (DDC)
Proposes to expand the recreational facilities at Hau‘ula Community Park in Hau‘uia,
Ko‘olau Loa, O‘ahu, with the construction of a new multi-purpose building and
additional parking stalls. The new building will be situated immediately west of the
existing recreation building on the makai end of the playfield. It will adjoin the
existing recreation building. A breezeway between the buildings will extend as a

The proposed project consists of a new, approximately 1,364-square foot, single-
story multi-purpose building, approximately 1,160 square feet of covered concrete
waikway, and 11 additional parking stalls. The new building will provide office space
and an activity area, called the Teen Center. The office space will serve the Park's
Activity Coordinator and other Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) staff at

The existing building is comprised of 1,820 square feet of enclosed area and 912
square feet of lanai area (covered). On a weekly basis, more than 300 people use
the faciiity including those affiliated with the Teen Club, Women and Infant Care
(WIC) Program, Head Start Program, and Hau'‘ula Elementary School, The active
ball field areas are used by football and baseball athletic programs which service

more than 1,000 participants.

The proposed action will not generate an increase in the number of park users or in
the amount of traffic to the Park. Instead, the new multi-purpose building will provide
activity space to meet the needs of existing DPR programs, which currently operate

The proposed action is consistent with the general policies regarding parks and
recreation areas, as described in the Ko'olau Loa Sustainable Communities Plan
Section 3.3.2.2 — Community Based Parks, to “Expand the Hau‘ula Community
Park...to include a multi-purpose recreation facility.”

The portion of Hau‘ula Community Park in which the proposed project is situated is
within the City and County of Honoluly's Special Management Area (SMA) and,
therefore, will require an SMA Permit.
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2. SETTING AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Project Background And Need

The proposed new multi-purpose building is intended for use by teenagers
participating in the Park’s Teen Club, advised by the City and County of Honolulu
DPR Activity Coordinator. The Park's existing recreation building is used for
programs involving children in grades kindergarten though 6th, as well as community
groups. The proposed project will provide a space for Teen Club participants to hold
enrichment activities on a regular basis, including academic, extracurricular, and
physical activity programs. The Teen Center will also be used by youth involved
with the Park’s “at-risk™ program, a volunteer-coordinated program encouraging self-
improvement through cultural activites, community menforing, and parental
involvement. The proposed project will provide the facilities necessary to create a
comfortable, more spacious, and more effective environment for existing DPR
programs. This is consistent with the Ko'clau Loa Sustainable Communities Plan,
Section 3.1.3.5, which recommends the expansion of community-based parks where
there is a lack of sufficient facilities and where recreational needs of residents are

not being adequately met.
2.2 Project Location

The proposed project site is situated within the existing Hau'ula Community Park, in
Hau‘ula, Ko‘olau Loa, O‘ahu. The Park is located on the mauka side of
Kamehameha Highway, approximately 3 miles south of La‘ie Point and 4 miles north
of Kahana Bay. Uses adjoining the Park include Hau‘ula Elementary School to the
southeast, Hau‘ula Fire Station on the northwest and various single-family
residences to the north and south. Hau‘ula Beach Park is located 0.3 mile to the
north, and the entrance to Sacred Falls State Park, now closed to public access, is
located approximately 1 mile south along Kamehameha Highway, at the mouth of
Kaluanui Stream (see Figure 2-1).

The Park consists of approximately 10.4 acres and is identified by Tax Map Keys
(TMK) 5-04-01:01, 02, 06, 08, 09, 10, 14, 39, 40, and 50; 5-4-08:18, 19, & 22; and
5-04-09:07 and 08. The Park land is ovwhed by the both the City and County of
Honolulu and the State of Hawaii. The Project site, however, is located on TMK
parcels 5-4-9:07 and 08, which are owned by the City and County of Honolulu (see
Figure 2-2). Hau‘ula Community Park is administered and maintained by the City
and County of Honolulu. Primary access to the Park is from Kamehameha Highway,

and alternate access may be gained from Hau'ula Homestead Road.
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2.3 Project Description

The new multi-purpose building will be rectangular in shape, adjoining the eastern
side of the existing recreation building. The new building will provide office space
and an activity area called the Teen Center (see Figures 2-3, 2-4 and 2-5). The
Teen Center will include a lounge/game room, as well as an area for group
exercises. The office space will serve the Park’s Activity Coordinator and other DPR
staff. .

The proposed project also includes upgrading the existing recreation building,
including remodeling the bathrooms, kitchen, and storage area to achieve
ADA compliance. The roof of the existing building will be raised to the match the
height of proposed building. The play equipment located between the existing
building and playcourts will be repositioned to accommodate the new structure. The
playcourts will be resurfaced and restriped to switch the location of the basketball
and volleyball courts.

The proposed action will not generate an increase in the number of park users or in
the amount of traffic to the Park. The new multi-purpose building will provide activity
space to meet the needs of existing DPR programs, which currently operate with
insufficient space. The proposed parking expansion is intended to alleviate existing
parking demand.

2.3.1 Project Schedule and Cost

Contingent on the bidding process, construction is anticipated to commence in
March 2001 with completion estimated by December 2001. The construction cost is
estimated at approximately $620,000.

2.4 Existing and Surrounding Uses

Existing Uses: Facilities at Hau‘ula Community Park include a recreation building, a
play area with playground equipment, a basketball court, a volleyball court, a lighted
baseball/football field with bleachers, and parking provided along the eastern Park
boundary, adjoining that of Hau‘ula Elementary School. The proposed multi-
purpose building site presently includes the concrete walkway connecting the
existing recreation building to the playcourts. It aiso includes part of the existing
children's play area and a small portion of the open lawn (see Photos 1 and 2). The
proposed parking expansion is to be located in a grassed area at the mauka end of
the existing parking lot (see Photo 3).
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—~—"Proposed Multi-Purpose
Rl Buildifg Site

Photo 1; The existing recreation building at Hauula Community Park, looking west from the entrance to

Playground Equipment
and Playcourts

the Park on Kamehameha Highway. Hauula Elementary School is located to the left of the access road.
The site for the new multi-purpose building is behind the existing recreation building, mauka of the

playcourts.

Existing
Recreation
Building

Proposed

Playground Equipment
Multi-Purpose
and P'ay\“""s {Building Site

-

Photo 2: The basebal! field, playground equipment and playcourts, looking east from the mauka section

of the Park. The existing recreation building is visible behind the backstop, and the access road and
existing parking area are to the right. The site for the new multi-purpose building includes the concrete
walkway connecting the existing building to the playcourts, a portion of the children's play area, and part

of the grassy lawn behind the baseball dugout.

WILSON CKAMOTO
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Hau'ula Community Park — Multi-Purpose Building Expansion

PROPOSED MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING SITE

PHOTOS
1&2
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Photo 3: View of the mauka end of the existing parking lot. Parking on the right side of the access
road is for the Park, while parking on the left side is for Hauula Elementary School. The proposed
parking expansion would add 11 more stalls along the right side of the road.

Hau'ula Community Park — Multi-Purpose Building Expansion

PHOTO 3
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Surrounding Uses: Hau‘ula Elementary School is located adjacent to the southeast
boundary of the Park, with the school parking area adjoining that of the Park. Other
uses within the immediate vicinity of the project site include the Hau‘ula Fire Station
and a few single family residences located to the northwest, and the Hau'ula
Homestead area located along the western and southwestern boundaries of the
Park. ‘Aukai Beach Park is immediately makai of the project site, on the opposite
side of Kamehameha Highway. Hau‘ula Beach Park is located 0.3 mile along the
coast to the north. :

The Hau‘ula Civic Center is located on Kukuna Road, approximately 800 feet from
the project site. Five commercial uses are located nearby on Kamehameha
Highway. Ching Tong Leong Store and Hale Kuai Cooperative are two retail
establishments approximately 400 feet from the project site, just west of the
entrance to Hau‘ula Elementary School and Hau‘ula Community Park. Ulu's
Sundries is located adjacent to the Fire Station, approximately 200 feet from the
project site. Rainbow Bar BQ restaurant and a 7-Eleven Hawaii convenience store
are located further north along Kamehameha Highway.

Uses within the surrounding area include residences, the Polynesian Cultural
Center, McDonald's Restaurant, Brigham Young University's Hawaii Campus, the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Hawaii Temple, and the La'ie Village
Shopping Center, which are situated in La'le, approximately 2.5 miles north along
Kamehameha Highway. Residential areas, small shops and boutiques, and
vacation rental cottages and condos, such as Pat's At Punalu‘u, may be found about

1.5 miles south along Kamehameha Highway in Punalu‘u.

The Kaipapa‘u Forest Reserve includes the area down slope from the crest of the
Ko'olau Range to the mauka boundary of the Hau‘ula Homesteads. Sacred Falls
State Park, now closed to public access, is located approximately 1 mile south along
Kamehameha Highway, at the mouth of Kaluanui Stream. Other parks in the area
include Punalu'u Beach Park, approximately 2 miles south, Kékela Beach Park,
about 1.5 miles north, and La‘ie Beach Park (Pounders Beach), located about 2
miles north along Kamehameha Highway. '
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT, PRbJECT IMPACTS
AND MITIGATION MEASURES

3.1 Climate

Like the rest of the Hawai‘ian Islands, O‘ahu has two identifiable seasons. During
the summer, between May and October, the weather is warmer and drier with the
northeast trade winds most persistent. In the winter months, between November
and April, the weather is cooler and wetter and the trade winds are more frequently
interrupted by other winds including southeasterly and southwesterly storms.

The climate is characterized as mild sub-tropical, with relatively uniform
temperatures throughout the year resuiting in a mean annual temperature of 75
degrees Fahrenheit (°F). The average temperature dips to 68°F during the coolest
month and rises to 82°F during the warmest month.

Average annual rainfall is approximately 51 inches in the vicinity of the project site,
Monthly average rainfall varies from 3 to 6 inches. Rainfall during the summer
months averages approximately three inches per month, while the winter months
contribute the majority of rainfall, averaging 5 to 6 inches a month.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No impacts on climatic conditions are anticipated as a result of the
construction and operation of the proposed project.

3.2 Geology and Topography

Geology: The physiography of Windward O*ahu is dominated by the Ko*olau Range,
the eroded remnants of a volcanic dome which forms the eastern part of O‘ahu. The
Ko‘olau Range is elongate along a northwest-southeast axis, extending for 37 miles.
In places, there are high sea cliffs along the shore. Precipitous fluted cliffs, or pali,
extend for 20 miles from Waimanaio in the southeast, transitioning to gentler slopes
toward La‘ie.

The Ko'olau Range consists of thin tholeiitic basaltic flows with minor ash deposits
and numerous dikes. The rocks of the Ko‘olau volcano have been divided into two
groups: the Kailua volcanic series and the Ko‘olau volcanic series. The rocks of the
Kailua volcanic series, located at the foot of the Nu‘uanu Pali, are principally the
eroded remains of the Ko*olau caldera complex of ponded lavas, vent breccias, and
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dikes. The rocks of the Ko‘olau volcanic series are those lavas and dikes lying
outside the caldera. This series comprises the bulk of the Ko‘olau Range, with an
exposed thickness of 3,000 feet.

Along the base of the Ko‘olau Range, the land is characterized by both older and
younger alluvium. The older alluvium forms an apron at the base of projecting
Ko'olau basaltic ridges and spurs. lts composition is predominantly silt and clay,
with lesser amounts of sand and gravel and a few beds of poorly sorted gravel and
cobbles. The younger alluvium, extending up into stream valleys, consists primarily
of gravel, sand and siit. Colluvial deposits, formed at the base of dliffs by erosion,
smooth the transition to stream deposited alluvium on the coastal plains. Much of
the coastal plain in the Windward area is underlain by calcareous sedimentary
material. Along the coastline, limestone is superposed by dune and beach deposits,
which are very permeable. Layers of reef limestone alternate with beds of clay, tuff,
and alluvium reaching depths of 1,200 feet.

Topography: The topography of the area near the project site is relatively flat, as the
fringing coastal piain remains only a few feet above sea level. Elevations between
the coast and Hau‘ula Homestead Road, located about 0.2 mile mauka of the project
site range from 0 to 20 feet above sea level. The approximate elevation of the
project site is 6 feet. In the mauka, or southwest, direction of the project site,
numerous gulches drain the slopes of the Ko‘olau Range. In this area, the summit
elevations rise to approximately 2,400 feet.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts to the geology and topography of the project site are
anticipated. Construction at the project site will require grading and
excavation activities for the building’s foundation work. The excavated
areas will either be built over, paved over, or backfilled and landscaped to
existing contours. For flood protection, the proposed multi-purpose
building will have a finish tloor elevation of 8 feet, approximately 2 feet
above the existing grade.

3.3 Soils

The U.S. Department of Agricuiture Natural Resources Conservation Service
classifies the soil in the project site as Mokuleia loam (Ms) (see Figure 3-1).
Mokuleia loam occurs in small areas on coastal plains, and is nearly level. The soil
profile includes a surface layer of loam approximately eight inches thick in most
places, underlain by a dark-brown and light-gray layer, 34 to 48 inches thick,
consisting of single-grain sand and loamy sand. The surface layer of loam is
moderately permeable, although water moves rapidly through the sand subsoil.
Ruroff is very slow, and the erosion hazard is no more than slight.
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The soil capability class rating for Mokuleia loam is [l if the land is.irrigated, and VI if
not irrigated.

The soil in the mauka section of Hau'ula Community Park is classified as Marsh
(M2). Marsh consists of wet, periodically flooded areas covered dominantly with
grasses and bulrushes or other herbaceous plants. it occurs as smali, low-lying
areas along the coastal plains. Water stands on the surface, but marsh vegetation

thrives. The water is fresh or brackish, depending on the proximity to the ocean. '

Jaucas sand, 0 to 15 percent slopes (JaC) occurs in a narrow strip along
Kamehameha Highway, extending from the shoreline to the area beneath the
entrance to the parking lot, the residential lots, and the Hau‘ula Fire Station along
the makai boundary of the Park. In a representative profile, the soil is single grain,
pale brown to very pale brown, sandy, and more than 60 inches deep. [n many
places the surface layer is dark brown as a result of accumulation of organic matter
and alluvium. Permeability is rapid, and runoff is very slow to slow. Water erosion
hazard is slight, but wind erosion is a severe hazard where vegetation has been
removed.

Other soils found in the vicinity of the Park include Kawaihapai stony clay loam, 2 to
6 percent slopes (KlaB), located to the southwest, and Waialua stony silty clay, 3 to
8 percent slopes (WIB), located to the south. Lolekaa silty clay, 8 to 15 percent
slopes (LoC) may be found to the west and Kawaihapai stony clay loam, O to 2
percent slopes (KlaA) is located to the northeast of the project site.

A preliminary geotechnical report conducted by Geolabs-Hawaii (May 2000)
indicates that the project site is underlain by a surface fill layer approximately 4 to 5
feet thick, consisting of stiff, silty clay with some soft pockets. This fill layer
superposes swamp deposits consisting of very soft organic clay, which extends to
depths of about 5.5 to 8 feet below the ground surface. Lagoonal deposits,
consisting of loose to very loose gravel and sands with varying amounts of silt,
underlie the swamp deposits. These lagoonal deposits extended to the maximum
depths explored: approximately 16.5 to 27.5 feet below the existing ground surface.

The Detailed Land Classification — Island of Oahu prepared by the University of
Hawai‘i Land Study Bureau (LSB), evaluates the quality or productive capacity of
certain lands on the Island for selected crops and overall suitability in agricultural
use. A five-class productivity rating system was established with “A” representing
the highest productivity and “E” the lowest. According to the study, the project site is
identified as lying within an urban area and, therefore, not rated.

The Agricultural Lands of Importance in the State of Hawaii (ALISH) map, prepared
by the State Department of Agriculture, classifies agricultural lands into three
categories: 1) Prime Agricultural Land, 2) Unique Agricultural Land, and 3) Other
Important Agricultural Land. None of the land within the project site, or in the vicinity
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of the project site, has been identified by the State ALISH system under any of the
above mentioned categories.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts on the soil within the project site are anticipated as a
result of the construction and operation of the proposed building. The soils
are unsuitable for agriculture. Excavation and grading activities associated
with construction of the proposed project will comply with City and County
of Honolulu grading ordinances and include appropriate erosion control
measures. For flood protection, the proposed multi-purpose building will
have a finish floor elevation of 8 feet, requiring approximately 50 cubic
yards of imported fill material.

3.4 Surface Water

There are no streams or surface water features on the project site. The project site
lies within the Waipuhi watershed. The Hawaii Stream Assessment does not identify
any perennial streams “appropriate for protection” within the Waipuhi watershed.
The nearest perennial stream is identified as Ma‘akua Stream, which drains the
Ma‘akua watershed, emptying into the ocean at the south end of Hau‘ula Beach
Park approximately 0.3 mile north of the project site. Approximately 1 mile south of
the project site, Kaluanui Stream enters the ocean, draining the Kaluanui watershed.

The U.S.G.S. Hau‘ula Quadrangle depicts several drainage ditches and perennial
streams in the area between Ma‘akua Stream and Kaluanui Stream. Moving north
from Kaluanui Stream, an unnamed drainage ditch is shown running through the
Hau‘ula Beach Homesteads. A more extensive drainage ditch system, located 0.4
mile up the coast, is shown to empty into the ocean just east of the first intersection
of Kamehameha Highway and Hau‘ula Homestead Road. Slightly further north
streams draining Papali Gulch and Punaiki Gulch merge, flowing along the eastern
boundary of Hau‘ula Elementary School to the ocean. North of the project site,
between the Hau‘ula Fire Station and Kukuna Road, a ditch is shown to extend
about 200 feet inland. Flow in this ditch is most likely intermittent, due to storm
runoff and ground water seepage, as it drains the area of Hau trees and California
grass west of Hau‘ula Community Park. The mouth of this drainage was observed
to be blocked by a large sand dune.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts to surface water bodies are anticipated during the
construction and operation of the proposed building. Construction activities
are not likely to introduce or release into sireams or drainage ditches any
substance that could adversely affect streams or bodies of water in the
vicinity of the project site.
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Construction of the proposed multi-purpose building will disturb
approximately 2,600 square feet of ground surface, and the proposed
parking expansion will affect approximately 2,000 square feet, Excavation
and grading activities associated with construction of the proposed project
will comply with City and County of Honolulu grading ordinances and
include appropriate erosion control measures.,

After construction is completed, the additional 4,030 square feet of
impermeable surface created by the proposed project is not anticipated to
affect drainage patterns or the infiltration rate of rainwater since the project
site is small in relation to the open space available throughout the Park.

3.5 Ground Water

The project site is situated above the ground-water body identified as Koolauloa
Basal Water. The Koolauloa Aquifer System, which includes the Koolauloa Basal
Water body and part of the Koolau High Level Dike Water body has a thick basal
lens, which is recharged by leaks from high level dike impounded water along the
Ko‘olau Range. The basal lens is protected at the coast by a deep wedge of
sedimentary caprock. It has a sustainable yield of 42.0 mgd of potable water,
although a more conservative estimate of 35.0 mgd has been used for planning
purposes in the past to ensure the maintenance of a higher equilibrium in the aquifer
system.

A preliminary geotechnical report by Geolabs-Hawaii (May 2000) indicates that the
Ground-water table beneath the project site is relatively near to the ground surface.
Drilled borings encountered ground water at depths ranging from approximately 3.7
to 4 feet below the existing ground surface at the time of field exploration.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts to ground water underlying the project site are
anticipated during the construction and operation of the proposed building
and parking expansion. Construction of the proposed facility is unlikely to
introduce or release into the soil any substance that could adversely affect
ground water. As for the long-term operation of the facility, an aerobic
treatment unit with two seepage pits will service the proposed building.
This wastewater system, located to the south west of the proposed
building, will be in conformance with all State DOH requirements, as
specified by Chapter 62, Hawaii Administrative Rules.

3.6 Flood Hazard

The Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), panel No. 150001 0015C (1990), of the U.S.
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) identifies the project site as lying
within areas determined to be Zone X (see Figure 3-2).
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Zone X includes areas subject to 500-year floods. Lands within Zone X are also
subject to 100-year floods with average depths of less than one foot, or may include
lands with drainage areas of less than one square mile, or areas protected by levees
from 100-year floods.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

It is unlikely that construction and operation of the proposed building will
result in flooding of the project site or the surrounding area. However, due
to its low elevation and proximity to the shore, the project site is subject {o
coastal hazards such as storm waves and tsunami inundation. The
proposed project is situated in Zone X, directly adjacent to the boundary of
Zone AE, indicating that the project site is within the flood fringe. The finish
floor of the new multi-purpose building will be constructed at an elevation of
eight feet, which is the base flood elevation in the area immediately makai
of the proposed site.

3.7 Flora and Fauna Resources

Flora: Landscaped vegetation within the fenced boundary of Hau‘ula Community
Park consists of grass maintained for the playfield. A Tropical Almond (Indian
Almond), or false Kamani tree (Terminalia catappa), is situated near the entrance to
the parking lot, just makai of the existing recreation building. Hau trees (Hibiscus
tiliaceus) and California grass (Brachiaria mutica) grow thickly to the north and
northwest, beyond the Park’s playfieids.

Fauna: Faunal species likely to be found in the vicinity are common and introduced.
Mammals include domestic dogs (Cannis f. familiaris), cats (Felis catus), Indian
mongoose (Herpestes a. auropunctatus), and rats (Rattus sp.). Reptiles include
toads and various species of gecko. Avifauna include doves, sparrows, and mynas.
A neighboring home, located northwest of the Park near the playcourts, was
observed to keep a small number of fowl, including chickens and geese.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

There are no known threatened or endangered species of flora or fauna
inhabiting the project site. The proposed building wilt be located within the
existing maintained area of Hau‘ula Community Park, and thus, no loss of
faunal habitat or impacts on floral species will occur as a result of
construction activities or operation of the facility. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service indicated that they have no comments or objections to the
proposed project (Staff Communication May 22, 2000}
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3.8 Air Quality

Within the area of the proposed project, air quality is typical of rural communities.
Sparse development and the exposure to trade winds promote good air quality. The
only identifiable source of emissions is traffic travelling along Kamehameha
Highway, and these emissions do not significantly affect ambient air quality in the
area.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed project will have short-term, construction-related impacts on
air quality, including the generation of dust and emissions from
construction vehicles, equipment, and commuting construction workers.
The contractor will be responsible for complying with State Department of
Health (DOH) Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 60, “Air Pollution
Control.”

During the construction phase, two potential types of air pollution
emissions will likely occur: 1) Fugitive dust from soil excavation and the
movement of construction vehicles; and, 2) Carbon monoxide and nitrogen
oxide emissions from on-site construction equipment and from worker's
vehicles and equipment travelling to and from the project site. Compliance
with State regulations will require adequate measures to control fugitive
dust by methods such as frequent watering of loose or exposed soil and
dust generating equipment during construction. As may be deemed
appropriate, paving and/or reestablishment of vegetated areas early in the
construction schedule will also help control dust. Exhaust emissions from
construction vehicles are anticipated to have negligible impacts on air
quality in the project vicinity as emissions would be relatively small and
readily dissipated.

Upon completion of construction, there will be no long-term air quality
impacts in the immediate vicinity of the project site, as the proposed action
will not generate an increase in the number of park users or in the amount
of traffic to the Park. The new multi-purpose building will provide activity
space to meet the needs of existing DPR programs, which currently
operate with insufficient space.

3.9 Noise

Typical of rural communities, ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project site
are predominantly attributable to natural conditions and vehicles travelling along
Kamehameha Highway.
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Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Noise from construction activities will likely be unavoidable during the
entire construction period. Unavoidable construction noise impacts will be
mitigated to some degree by the contractor’s comgliance with provisions of
the State DOH Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 46, “Community
Noise Control” noise regulations. These rules require a noise permit if the
noise level from construction activity is expected to exceed the allowable
levels stated in the Chapter 46 rules. It shall be the contractor's
responsibility to minimize noise by properly maintaining noise mufflers and
other noise-attenuating equipment, and to maintain noise levels within
regutatory limits. Also, the guidelines for the hours of heavy equipment
operation and noise curfew times, as set forth by the DOH noise controt
regulations, will be adhered to.

in the long-term, no noise impacts from the operation of the proposed
facility are anticipated. Ambient noise levels in the immediate vicinity of the
project site are not expected to increase, as the proposed action will not
increase use of the Park or the amount of traffic to the Park. The new
multi-purpose building will provide activity space to meet the needs of
existing DPR programs, which currently operate with insufficient space.

3.10 Scenic Resources

The dominant scenic feature in the vicinity of the project site is the panoramic ocean
view. Mauka views include the distant slopes of the Ko‘olau Mountains with ridges
extending toward the sea. According to the City's Coastal View Study (1987), the
project site lies within the La‘'ie/Ka‘a‘awa Viewshed. Kamehameha Highway, the
coastal road through the region, provides “intermittent coastal views” in the Hau'ula
area. The view study does not identify any significant stationary viewpoints along
the Hau‘ula coastline. The project site is momentarily visible from Kamehameha
Highway, as residences and a sundry store are adjacent to the roadway.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The project site is set back approximately 300 feet from Kamehameha
Highway. At this distance, existing park facilities, vegetation and structures
mauka and adjacent to the highway would screen most motorists’ views of
the proposed project. The proposed multi-purpose building will be a single
story structure consistent with the design of the existing recreation building.
Appropriate landscaping and screening will be employed to compliment the
rural character of the Park and the surrounding area, as required by the
Ko'olau Loa Sustainable Communities Plan.
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3.11 Archaeological Resources

There are no documented archaeological or historic sites on the project site or in the
Hau‘ula area. There are four documented archaeclogical sites within the vicinity of
the project site, according to the Hawaii Register of Historic Places, as listed in
Table 3-1. The nearest site is the Upper Kaipapa‘u Stream, which runs through the
Kaipapa‘u Forest Reserve, and reaches the ocean approximately one mile from the
project site, north of Hau‘ula Beach Park. The remaining sites are situated more
than one mile away in Kahana, Punalu‘u, and La‘le.

Table 3-1
Archaeological and Historic Sites

Registered

Site Number Site Description

Location

Pu‘u Makane Heiau (pre-1778). Possible small heiau, badly

Kahana 80-06-302 deteriorated

Hanawao Heiau {period unknown ): Remains of a large heiau, now

Punalu'u 80-06-293 used as a large cemetery; deteriorated condition

Upper Kaipapa u Stream (pericd unknown): Area contained one

Kaipapa'u | 80-05-1056 platform; others reported but not surveyed due to thick vegetation

=t Nioi Heiau Complex (pre-1778). Heiau with unusual features;
La'ie 80-02-281 deteriorated condition; some research potential

Source: State Depariment of Land and Natural Resourcas. Hawali Registar of Historic Places. 1874

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

According to the DLNR State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD), there
are no known historic sites at the project site, which underwent an
archaelogical reconnaissance survey in 1980 prior to the development of
the existing park. However, a discontinuous buried cuitural deposit,
including evidence of habitation and burials, was found in the
Kamehameha Highway corridor during the construction of a waterline
project in the project vicinity. In addition, during the installation of
subsurface electrical lines at Hau'ula Elementary School, located
immediately to the south of the project site, possible continuation of this
subsurface deposit and an additional human burial were documented. An
archaeological monitoring plan will be submitted to the SHPD for review
and approval prior to any ground disturbance within the project site.
Further, should any archaeological, cultural, or historic sites be uncovered
during construction activities, all work in the project vicinity will cease and
the SHPD will be notified immediately..
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3.12 Socio-Economic Considerations
3.12.1 Population

The 1890 Census reported the population of Honolulu at 836,231. The Ko‘olau Loa
Subdivision of Honolulu County, comprised of Hau‘ula, Ka‘a‘awa, Kahuku, Kawela
Bay, L&'ile, Punalu'u, and Plpikea Census Designated Places (CDPs), was
reported to have a population of 18,540 people. Of these seven CDPs, Hau'ula was
the third most populated with 3,381 people. The populations of the La‘ie and
Plplkea CDPs were reported at 5,577 and 4,140, respectively (U.S. Bureau of the
Census 1992).

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No adverse impacts on the population of Hau'ula are anticipated as a
result of the construction and operation of the proposed project.

The proposed project will benefit students participating in the Park's Teen
Club, advised by the DPR Activities Coordinator. The new multi-purpose
building will provide a space for Teen Club participants to hold enrichment
activities on a regular basis, including academic, extracurricular and
physical activity programs. it will also be used by youth involved with the
Park's “at-risk” program, a volunteer-coordinated program encouraging
self-improvement through cultural activities, community mentoring, and
parental involvement.

3.12.2 Economy

The 1990 Census reported that, of the 2,265 people in Hau‘ula age 16 or older,
1,421 people comprised the civilian labor force. The unemployment rate was 5.9
percent, and 14 percent of the population was living below poverty level. The
median family income was $37,283, and 12 percent of all families were living below
poverty level (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1992).

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts on the economy of the Hau'ula area are anticipated
as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed project.

3.13 Public Facilities and Services
3.13.1 Police, Fire, Ambulance and Medical Services

Police: The Kahuku Police Substation is located on Kamehameha Highway,
approximately 5.3 miles northwest of the project site, adjacent to the Kahuku Fire
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Station and immediately east of Kahuku Intermediate and High Schools. The
Substation also receives support from the Kailua and Kane‘ohe Police Stations,
located 19 and 16 miles away, respectively. The Substation is manned by 27 staff
and officers assigned to 3 watches within a 24-hour period. Its service area extends
approximately 20 miles along the Windward coast from Ka'a‘awa to Waiale‘e
Stream (Department of Planning and Permitting 1999).

Fire: Fire protection service for the project area is provided by the Hau‘ula
Station No. 15 located approximately 250 feet to the northwest of the project site,
near the i i

response area extends 6.8 miles aiong the Windward coast, from Kahana Bay to the
Polynesian Cuitural Center in Ld‘ie. Five firefighters man 24-hour shiits every other
day, for a total of 3 shifts. The station is equipped with a five-person engine
company, a one-person tanker truck, and a surfboard for water rescues (Department
of Planning and Permitting 1999).

Ambulance: The nearest Emergency Medical Service (EMS) ambulance is based at
the Kahuku Fire Station, approximately 5.3 miles northwest of the project site.

Medical: The project site is within the service area of the Kahuku Hospital, located
approximately 5.7 miles to the northwest. The Hospital is a non-profit, civic and
public safety facility that provides emergency services and a physician base for
primary medical services to the Ko‘olay Loa community. The 25-bed Kahuku
Hospital is outfitted with modermn equipment and facilites and is staffed by 15
physicians and 60 employees. The Hospital provides numerous care services,
including a 24-hour emergency room, medical/surgical care,
obstetricaligynecological care, and long-term care. Although most surgical
procedures can be accommodated at Kahuku Hospital by surgeons who commute
from other facilities, specialty cases are transferred to Honolulu hospitals.

Other medical facilities in the region include the Kaiser Permanente Kahuku Clinic,
the Hale'iwa Family Health Center, and the North Shore Health Center in Kahuku.
Castle Medical Center in Kailua and Wahiawa General Hospital also provide a full
spectrum of acute and long-term care services,

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts to fire services are anticipated as a result of the
proposed project. Construction of the proposed multi-purpose building
would negligibly increase the need for fire protection at Hau‘ula Community
Park. The project will be designed and built in compliance with the
applicable City and County of Honolulu fire code requirements.,
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No increase in frequency of police and EMS service to the park is
expected, as the proposed action will not generate an increase in the
number of park users or in the amount of traffic to the Park. The new multi-
purpose building is intended to serve existing DPR programs and program
participants.

3.14 Infrastructure and Utilities
3.14.1 Solid Waste

Currently, solid waste from Hau'ula Community Park is collected by the DPR and
taken to the County’s Kapa‘a Transfer Station, located at the former Kapa‘a Landfill.
Waste material is then taken to the Honolulu Program of Waste Energy Recovery
(H-POWER) Plant, located in Campbell Industrial Park, where it is incinerated to
produce steam-generated electrical energy.

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

During the construction phase, short-term construction-related increases in
solid waste are anticipated. The contractor will be responsible for the
disposal of construction waste.

No significant impacts to the municipal solid waste collection and disposal
system are anticipated in relation to operating the proposed multi-purpose
building. Refuse generated by the proposed project will continue to be
collected by the DPR and transported to the County's Kapa'a Transfer
Station for disposal. The solid waste to be generated during operation of
the proposed building is not anticipated to increase, as the proposed multi-
purpose building is intended to serve existing DPR programs and program
participants.

3.14.2 Roadway System

The primary vehicular access to Hau‘ula Community Park is from Kamehameha
Highway via a 10-foot wide access foad, which serves both the Park and the
adjacent Hau‘ula Elementary School. Alternate access may be gained from a 40-
foot right-of-way, which connect Hau‘ula Homestead Road to the mauka end of the

10-foot access road.
Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Short-term, construction-related traffic impacts to area businesses,
residents, and visitors may occur as a result of the proposed project.
Motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists traveling in and around the immediate
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construction area may experience minor inconveniences and delays in
travel time.

If necessary, to mitigate potential traffic congestion and delays along
Kamehameha Highway, the movement of construction vehicles may be
restricted during the moming and afternoon peak traffic hours. It is
anticipated that all construction-related vehicles will park within the Park
and, thus, will not affect street parking in the vicinity.

Advanced notification of construction activity will be sent to all residents
and businesses in the project area, as well as to the Hau'ula Elementary
School. Any road detours, if deemed necessary, will be coordinated with
area residents, businesses and the school, the Honolulu Fire Department,
and the Honolulu Police Department.

No significant fong-term impacts are anticipated as a result of the operation
of the proposed project, as the proposed action will not generate an
increase in the number of park users or in the amount of traffic to the Park.
The proposed parking expansion is intended to alleviate the existing
congestion in the parking lot.

3.14.3 Water System

Potable water is supplied by the City and County of Honolulu Board of Water Supply
(BWS) from its Hau‘ula 180 Water System. The Hau'ula Well and the Punalu‘u Wel
No. 1, located about 0.8 miles northwest and about 1.6 miles southeast of the
project site, respectively, are the primary sources of water for Hau‘ula Town. Water
is transported through one main service line, which extends along Kamehameha
Highway. Other wells in the vicinity of Hau‘ula and Punalu‘u are sources for a

transmission line that serves the Kane'ohe area.

In the vicinity of the project site, the main supply line on Kamehameha Highway is a
12-inch line. Two 3-inch tines run parallel to the main supply line between the
southeastern most intersection of Hau‘ula Homestead Road and Kamehameha
Highway and the intersection of Kukuna Road and Kamehameha Highway
(Information Delivery Service 1999).

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed project's average daily water demand is calculated to be
8,800 gallons per day (gpd). The project's maximum daily and peak hour
flow demands are calculated at 13,200 gallons and 4,500 gallons,
respectively. Proposed water system improvements inciude a new 2-inch
water line within the Park, connecting to an existing 2-inch water line near

the existing recreation building.
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Construction and operation of the proposed building will have no impact on
the City and County of Honolulu Board of Water Supply's wells in Hau'ula
and Punalu‘u, Operation of the proposed facility will not result in a
significant increase in water consumption demand, as the proposed action
will not generate an increase in the number of park users. The new multi-
purpose building is intended to serve existing DPR programs and program
participants.

3.14.4 Wastewater System

There are no municipal sewer lines serving the Hau‘ula area. Existing users in the
vicinity employ cesspools for wastewater disposal. The State DOH no longer
approves the use of cesspools for sewage disposal, and currently requires the
installation of septic tanks and leaching fields or individual wastewater treatment
systems.

The restrooms in the existing recreation building at Hau'ula Community Park are
served by an individual wastewater system (IWS) which uses a cavitette for
treatment and a cesspool located immediately makai of the existing building for
disposal.

The Kahuku Wastewater Treatment Plant is located approximately 5.8 miles
northwest of the project site on Kamehameha Highway, near the Kahuku Hospital.
The facility has an average daily flow rate of 0.13 million gallons per day (mgd) and
a treatment capacity of 0.20 mgd average flow. The facility utilizes injection wells as
the primary method of waste disposal and incorporates the existing collection
system for the entire Kahuku Area, extending from Makahoa Point in the South to
the Ki'i Wildlife Refuge in the north and from the Kahuku Golf Course in the east to
the residential areas just mauka of Kahuku Hospital. There are no planned sewer

line extensions south towards the Hau‘ula area.
Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed project does not include new restrooms or other
appurtenances requiring modification of the existing on-site wastewater
system. As such, there will be no impact to the wastewater system.
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3.14.5 Drainage System

Drainage in the vicinity of the project site follows a basic mauka to makai flow
pattern. Water is channeled through gulches that flow from the Koolau range to the
ocean. Water is also channeled to the sea through manmade drainage ditches
throughout the vicinity (see Section 3.4.1). Other factors that affect drainage
patterns include local topography and natural and manmade barriers. All of the
streams and drainage ditches in the vicinity of the project site empty into coastal
waters.

Environmental impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts on the existing drainage patterns within Hau‘ula
Community Park are anticipated as a result of the construction and
operation of the proposed building. During construction, close coordination
will be maintained with the City Department of Facility Maintenance to
ensure that functions of the existing area drainage patterns are not
impacted or impeded.

Construction of the proposed multi-purpose building will disturb
approximately 2,600 square feet of ground surface, and the proposed
parking expansion will affect approximately 2,000 square feet. During
construction, storm runoff may carry increased amounts of sediment as a
result of erosion along newly excavated surfaces. This will be mitigated by
compliance with the City's grading ordinance, including appropriate erosion
control measures.

After construction is completed, the additional 4,030 square feet of
impemneable surface created by the proposed project are not anticipated to
affect the natural drainage patterns within the Park.

3.14.6 Electrical and Communication Systems

Electrical: Electrical service in the Hau‘ula area is provided by Hawaiian Electric
Company, inc. (HECO) through a network of aerial power lines. A substation with a
12.5 kilovalt amperes (kVA) capacity is located at the corner of Hanaimoa Street and
Pu‘uowa‘a Street, approximately 0.5 mile from the project site. The electrical
system for the existing facilities at the Park includes two electrical meters.

Communication; Telephone service in the Hau‘ula area is provided by Verizon
Hawaii, Inc. through a network of overhead service lines. Phone service for Hau‘ula
is afforded through Verizon's La‘ie substation, located approximately 3 miles
northwest of the project site.
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Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts are anticipated on the electrical or communication
system as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed
building. Existing electrical and telephone lines will be extended to service
the new multi-purpose building. Close coordination with HECO and
Verizon during the construction phase will ensure that aerial lines and utility
poles will not be adversely impacted and electrical and phone services will
not be interrupted to adjacent areas. Operation of the proposed facility will
result in a slight increase in energy consumption demand, however this
increase is negligible and will not require any upgrade of the electrical
system.

Verizon confirmed that the project can be accommodated via existing
overhead service lines and that the project does not present any conflict
regarding telephone services (Correspondence dated August 15, 2000).
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4. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

4.1 No Action Alternative

Under the No Action alternative, the project site would remain part of an open lawn
separating the existing playcourts and the basebaliffootball field. The recreational
facilities at Hau‘ula Community Park would continue to be inadequate for park users,
as the space provided by the existing recreation building is currently insufficient.

The No Action alternative would not be consistent with the general policies regarding
parks and recreation areas, as described in the Ko‘clau Loa Sustainable
Communities Plan Section 3.3.2.2 — Community Based Parks, to “Expand the
Hau‘ula Community Park...to include a multi-purpose recreation facility.” This
alternative would prevent the realization of all long-term benefits to the DPR
activities program at Hau‘ula Community Park, as well as benefits to other park
users and community members.

The No Action alternative would also preclude all other short- and long-term
beneficial and relatively insignificant adverse physical, environmental and socio-
economic impacts described in this EA.

4.2 Alternative |

Alternative | consists of a single-story multi-purpose building situated immediately
mauka of the existing basketball court. The detached structure would provide space
for the Teen Center and DPR Staff, as well as additional restrooms, storage space,
and an open lanai.

This alternative was not pursued due to DPR's concern that housing the Teen
Center in a detached structure may over extend the responsibilities of the staff in
managing the facilities.
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5. SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA

Pursuant to the Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Act (Chapter 205A, Hawaii
Revised Statutes) all counties have enacted ordinances establishing Special
Management Areas (SMA). Any development within the SMA, including
development proposed by the State, requires a SMA Permit. On Oahu, the SMA
permit is administered by the City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) and
acted upon by the City Council pursuant to Ordinance No. 84-4.

The project site is located with the boundaries of the City's SMA (see Figure 5-1)
and, therefore, will require approval of a SMA permit. The proposed project is in
consonance with the following applicable objectives, policies and guidelines for the
issuance of the SMA permit:

Recreational Resources

Objective:  Provide coastal recreational opportunities accessible to the
public.

Policy B: Provide adequate, accessible, and diverse recreational
opportunities in the coastal zone management area by:

(v}  Providing an adequate supply of shoreline parks and other
recreational facilities suitable for public recreation.

Comment. The proposed project represents a continuation of an
existing recreational use and will not have an adverse effect upon
coastal or inland recreation resources. The proposed multi-purpose
building is intended for use by youths participating in the Park's Teen
Club, advised by the City and County of Honolulu DPR Activity
Coordinator. The proposed project will provide a space for Teen Club
participants to hold enrichment activities on a regular basis, including
academic, extracurricular, and physical activity programs. The
proposed project will provide the facilities necessary to create a
comfortable, more spacious, and more effective environment for
existing DPR programs. This is consistent with the Ko'olau Loa
Sustainable Communities Plan, Section 3.1.3.5, which recommends
the expansion of community-based parks where there is a lack of
sufficient facilities and where recreational needs of residents are not
being adequately met.
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Historic Resources

Objective:  Protect, preserve, and, where desirable, restore those natural
and manmade historic and prehistoric resources in the coastal zone
management area that are significant in Hawaiian and American history and
culture.

Policy A: Identify and analyze archaeological resources;

Policy B: Maximize information retention through preservation of
remains and arlifacts or salvage operations; and

Policy C: Support state goals for protection, restoration,
interpretation and display of historic resources.

Comment; According to the DLNR State Historic Preservation
Division (SHPD), there are no known historic sites at the project site,
which underwent an archaelogical reconnaissance survey in 1880 prior
to the development of the existing park. However, a discontinuous
buried cultural deposit, including evidence of habitation and burials,
was found in the Kamehameha Highway corridor during the
construction of a waterline project in the project vicinity. In addition,
during the installation of subsurface electrical lines at Hau'ula
Elementary School, located immediately to the south of the project site,
possible continuation of this subsurface deposit and an additional
human burial were documented. An archaeologicai monitoring plan
will be submitted to the SHPD for review and approval prior to any
ground disturbance within the project site. Further, should any
archaeological, cultural, or historic sites be uncovered during
construction activities, all work in the project vicinity will cease and the
SHPD will be notified immediately.

Scenic and Open Space Resources

Objective:  Protect, preserve, and where desirable, restore or improve the
quality of coastal scenic and open space resources.

Policy B: Ensure that new developments are compatible with their
visual environment by designing and locating such developments to
minimize the alteration of natural landforms and existing public views
fo and along the shoreline.

Comment. The dominant scenic feature in the vicinity of the project
site is the panoramic ocean view. Mauka views include the distant
slopes of the Ko‘olau Mountains with ridges extending toward the sea.
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According to the City's Coastal View Study (1987), the project site lies
within the La‘ie/Ka‘a‘awa Viewshed. Kamehameha Highway, the
coastal road through the region, provides “intermittent coastal views" in
the Hau'ula area. The view study does not identify any significant
stationary viewpoints along the Hau‘ula coastline. The project site is
momentarily visible from Kamehameha Highway.

The project site is set back approximately 300 feet from Kamehameha
Highway. At this distance, existing park facilities, vegetation and
structures mauka and adjacent to the highway would screen most
motorists’ views of the proposed project. The proposed multi-purpose
building will be a single story structure consistent with the design of the
existing recreation building. Appropriate landscaping and screening
will be employed to compliment the rural character of the Park and the
surrounding area, as required by the Ko‘olau Loa Sustainable

Communities Plan.

Coastal Ecosystems

Objective:  Protect valuable coastal ecosystems from disruption and
minimize adverse impacts on all coastal ecosystems.

Policy B: Preserve valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, of
significant biclogical or economic importance.

Comment: The proposed project lies several hundred feet from the
coastline, and is not anticipated to adversely impact coastal
ecosystems. Excavation and grading activities associated with
construction of the proposed project will comply with City and County
of Honolulu grading ordinances and include appropriate erosion control
measures. After construction is completed, the additional 7,200
square feet of impermeable surface created by the proposed project
are not anticipated to affect the natural drainage patterns within the
Park. A shallow swale on the mauka side of the proposed multi-
purpose building will be constructed to facilitate drainage toward an
existing ditch north of the Park.

Economic Uses

Objective:  Provide public or private facilities and improvements important
to the State’s economy in suitable locations.

Policy B: Ensure that coastal dependent development such as
harbors and ports, and coastal related development, such as visitor
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-

facilities, and energy-generating facilities are located, designed and
constructed to minimize adverse social, visual and environmental
impacts in the coastal zone management area,

Comment. As it is located within an existing City Park, the proposed
project will not affect opportunities for siting any coastal-dependent
development, coastal related development, or energy-generating
facilities.

Coastal Hazards

Objective:  Reduce hazard to life and property from tsunami, storm waves,
stream flooding, erosion, subsidence, and poliution.

Policy C: Ensure that developments comply with requirements of
the Federal Flood Insurance Program.

Comment:  The construction and operation of the proposed building
will not cause flooding of the project site or the surrounding area.
However, due to its low elevation and proximity to the shore, the
project site is subject to coastal hazards such as storm waves and
tsunami inundation. The proposed project is situated in Zone X,
directly adjacent to the boundary of Zone AE, indicating that the project
site is within the flood fringe. The finish floor of the new multi-purpose
building will be constructed at an elevation of eight feet, which is the
base flood elevation in the area immediately makai of the proposed
site.

Managing Development

Objective:  Improve the development review process, communication, and
public participation in the management of coastal resources and hazards.

Policy B: Facilitate timaly processing of applications for
development permits and resolve overlapping of conflicting permit
requirements.

Comment.  In compliance with the Special Management Area Rules
and Regulations of the City and County of Honolulu, required
documentation will be filed with the City’s Department of Planning and
Permitting in conjunction with the SMA permit application which will be
subject to a public hearing and decision by the Honolulu City Council.
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Public Participation

Objective:  Stimulate public awareness, education, and participation in
coastal management.

Policy B: Disseminate information on coastal management issues
by means of educational materials, published reports, staff contact,
and public workshops for persons and organizations concerned with
coastal-related issues, developments, and govemment activities.

Comment:  The public will be afforded an opportunity to review and
comment on the EA pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 343
Hawaii Revised Statutes and Section 11-200 of Title 11 Department of
Health Administrative Rules. |In addition, the public participation
objective will be addressed during the processing of the SMA Permit
which will include public notification, as well as a public hearing.

Beach Protection
Objective:  Protect beaches for public use and recreation,

Comment: The project is not anticipated to adversely impact any
beaches or shoreline rescurces. The proposed improvements are not
located adjacent to the shoreline or along any public beaches or beach
parks.

Marine Resources
Objective:  Implement the State's Ocean resources management plan.

Policy A: Exercise an overall conservation ethic, and practice
stewardship in the protection, use, and development of marine and
coastal resources.

Comment: The project is not anticipated to adversely impact marine
and coastal resources. Excavation and grading activities associated
with construction of the proposed project will comply with City and
County of Honolulu grading ordinances and include appropriate
erosion control measures.
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6. REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits and approvals, which may be required prior to
construction of the proposed project:

City and County of Honolulu

» Department of Planning and Permitting
- Special Management Area (SMA) Permit
— Building Permit
— Grading Permit
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7. DETERMINATION OF FONSI

The proposed project involves the expansion of the recreational facilities at Hau‘ula
Community Park in Hau‘ula, Ko'olau Loa, O‘ahu, with the construction of a new
multi-purpose building and additional parking stalls. Potential impacts of the
proposed project have been evaluated in accordance with the significance criteria of
Section 11-200-12 of the Department of Heaith's Administrative Rules. Discussion
of the project’'s conformance to the criteria is presented as follows:

(1)  Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resource;

The proposed project is not anticipated to involve any construction activity that may
lead to a loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resource. There is little
potential for encountering such resources, as the site has already been graded and
landscaped for the existing park facilities.

(2)  Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment;

The proposed project will not curtail the beneficial uses of the environment. Use of
the project site for the proposed project would be consistent with its current use as a
park.

(3)  Conflicts with the state's long-term environmental policies or goals and
guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and
amendments thereto, court decisions, or execulive orders;

The proposed project is not in conflict with the long-term environmental policies,
goals, and guidelines of the State of Hawaii. As presented earlier in Section 3, the
project's potential adverse impacts are associated only with the short-term
construction-related activities, and such impacts can be mitigated through
adherence to standard construction mitigation practices.

(4)  Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state;

The proposed project will have no adverse effects on the economy of Hau'ula. As
for the social welfare of the community, long-term social benefits will manifest
through the availability of meeting and recreational space for the Park's Teen Club
and “at-risk” program participants to pursue academic and enrichment activities on a
regular basis. These program presently do not have sufficient space, as they share
the existing recreation building with programs for children and other community
groups. The proposed project will provide the facilities necessary to create a
comfortable, more spacious, and more effective environment for DPR programs.
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(5)  Substantially affects public health;

Because of the already limited community park facilities in the Koolauloa area, the
proposed project will properly serve the people of Hau‘ula by enhancing the
recreation facilities for use by current and future members of the community.

(6)  Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or
effects on public facilities;

No adverse secondary impacts are anticipated as a result of the construction
activities or long-term operation of the proposed project. The new multi-purpose
building is in concert with the general policies regarding community parks, as stated
in Section 4.1.

(7)  Involves a substantial degradation of environmental qualily;

Construction activities associated with the proposed project are anticipated to result
in negligible short-term impacts to noise, air-quality, and traffic in the immediate
vicinity. With the incorporation of the recommended mitigation measures during the
construction period, the project will not result in degradation of environmental quality.

(8) Is individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect upon the
environment or involves a commitment for larger actions;

No cumulative effects are anticipated, inasmuch as the proposed project involves a
redevelopment of a site, which is consistent with its current use as a community

park.

(9)  Substantially affects a rare, threatened, or endangered species, or its habitat;

There are no known, threatened, or endangered species of flora or fauna or
associated habitats on the project site that could be adversely affected by the
construction and operation of the proposed project.

(10)  Detrimentally affects air or water guality or ambient noise levels;

Operation of construction equipment would temporarily elevate ambient noise levels
and concentrations of dust and exhaust emissions in the vicinity of the project site.
Operation of the proposed project will have no significant impact on air or water
quality or ambient noise levels in the vicinity.
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(11) Affects or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally
sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone
area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters;

The project is located within Zone X, areas designated to be subject to 500-year
floods, and 100-year floods with average depths of less than 1 foot. The proposed
project is situated adjacent to the boundary of Zone AE, and therefore is within the
flood fringe. The finish floor of the new muilti-purpose building will be constructed at
an elevation of eight feet, which is the base flood elevation in Zone AE, the area

immediately makai of the proposed site.

(12) Substantially affects scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in county or state
plans or studies; or,

The proposed project will alter the visual setting by adding a new structure at the
makai end of the Park. The new structure, however, will comply with all applicable
development standards of the existing zoning and will not affect scenic views.

(13) Requires substantial energy consumption.

Construction and operation of the project will not require substantial increases in
energy consumption.
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8. CONSULTATION

8.1 Pre-Assessment Consultation

The following agencies and organizations were consuited during the preparation of
the Draft EA. Of the six parties that formally replied during the pre-assessment
period, some had no comments while others provided comments, as indicated by
the v and v v, respectively. All written comments are reproduced herein.

Federal Agencies
v US. Fish and Wildlife Service (John Schmerfeld, Personal

Communication)

State Agencies

v Department of Education
v Department of Land and Natural Resources, Historic Preservation
Division
v/ Department of Transportation, Highways Division
County Agencies

v v/ Department of Planning and Permitting
vV Department of Parks and Recreation
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Hau ula Community Park - Multi-Purpose Building Expansion Final EA/FONS!

8.2 Draft EA Consultation

The following agencies, organizations and elected officials were consulted during the
public review period of the Draft EA. Of the eight parties that formally replied during
the Draft EA comment period, some had no comments while others provided
comments, as indicated by the v and v' v, respectively. All written comments are
reproduced herein.

Federal Agencies
v U.S. Army Engineer District

State Agencies
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, Office of
Planning
v Department of Education
Department of Health

v' v Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
vv DLNR, State Historic Preservation Division
v Department of Transportation

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

University of Hawai‘i Environmentai Center

County Agencies
Board of Water Supply
v'v Department of Parks and Recreation
v'v" Department of Planning and Permitting

Elected Officials
Councilmember Steve Holmes

Other Interested Parties
Hau‘ula Community Association
Hau‘ula Community Park Visioning Committee
Hau‘ula Cultural Preservation Committee
Hau‘ula Elementary School-Based Community Management Council
Hau‘ula Elementary School PTSA (Lokahi Group)
Koolauloa Neighborhood Board No. 28
Koolauloa Youth Athletic Club
Koolauloa Youth Organization

v’V Verizon Hawaii, Inc. (formerly GTE Hawaiian Telephone Company)

Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.
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