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SECTION 1 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The Department of Design and Construction, City and County of Honolulu, proposes to replace the
Wahiawa Fire Station with a new fire station to be built on the same site. The Wahiawa Fire Station is
located at 640 California Avenue in the town of Wahiawa, Wahiawa District, City and County of
Honolulu, Hawaii. The property is identified as Tax Map Key 7-4-04: 61 with a land area of 20,000
square feet. A Location Map and Vicinity Map are shown in Figures 1 and 2.

A. Purpose of the Project

The Department of Design and Construction (“DDC”) and the Honolulu Fire Department (“HFD”) have
determined that the Wahiawa Fire Station is too old and too small to accommodate the living and
working needs of personnel and new equipment assigned to the station. Due to its advanced age, the
building is in need of repairs and an overhaul of its plumbing and electrical systems. Furthermore,
extensive modifications are required to bring the station into compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and to meet current and future HFD operational requirements.

The City and County of Honolulu has future plans to relocate the Wahiawa Emergency Medical Scrvice
(EMS) ambulance unit from Wahiawa General Hospital back to the Wahiawa Fire Station. The space
provided for EMS operations at Wahiawa General Hospital is only a small office and bathroom which
is inadequate to serve the needs of EMS operations and personnel. Past efforts to obtain more space at
the hospital have not been successful due to the hospital’s pressing space needs.

B. Technical Characteristics

1. Fire Station

The main building housing the apparatus room, officers and men's dormitories, office, kitchen and
dining room, and hose drying tower will be demolished. Two detached structures at the rear of the
station——a store room and an open-sided steel framed parking shed-— also will be demolished. Concrete
pavement, landscaping, and chain link fencing around the perimeter will be removed, Water, sewer,
and gas systems will be cut, plugged, and abandoned in place (or removed) and electrical and
communication services disconnected. An existing above ground fuel storage tank will be removed and

installed for reuse at the new station.

The proposed Wahiawa Fire Station is an H-shaped structure similar in architectural design and layout
to the existing station. The one-story structure is approximately 31°5” in height (measured from grade
to top of roof) with a gross floor area of 4,972 square feet. The building will be constructed slab on
grade with cement masonry exterior walls and topped by a double-pitched hip metal roof. Gutters and
down spouts will collect roof runoff and discharge water over the sitc.

Living and working spaces are divided into two halves separated by the apparatus bay. One half (the
mauka half of the station) will house the officers dormitory and shower, office, study, and kitchen and
dining room. Space in the other half is allocated for the fire fighters dormitory, locker room, shower
and toilet, exercise room, and laundry. A site plan is shown in Figure 3.
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Roll up doors will enclose the front and rear of the apparatus bay. The bay is large enough to park the
fire apparatus, tanker, and new and future fire department equipment assigned to the station. Exterior
elevations (west and south) are shown in Figure 4.

2. Emergency Medical Services Building

A future two-story EMS building is being planned for the north corner of the site. The rectangular
shaped structure will be designed to match the architectural design and building materials of the new
fire station. The building’s construction will be concrete slab on grade with cement masonry unit
exterior walls, and topped with a gabled metal roof. Exterior elevations are shown in Figure 5.

A garage for the ambulance, office, electrical and storage rooms will be located on the ground floor, and
kitchen/living area, bathroom, and dormitory are located on the second floor. The two-story structure
will be approximately 27 feet in height with total floor area of 1,650 square feet. Roll up doors will

enclose the front of the ambulance bay.

Nine EMS personnel will be assigned to the Wahiawa EMS facility. Two personnel (and occasionally
three personnel) will work each shift. Three shifts will be scheduled per day for operations.

3. Circulation and Parking

The existing front driveway, rear driveway, and paved recreation area at the back of the station will be
demolished and rebuilt. The apparatus and tanker will continue to exit from the front of the station
directly on to California Avenue. A 15-foot wide driveway will be built along the west property line to
provide through access between California Avenue and Mango Place. The new driveway will allow the
fire apparatus and tanker to be driven into the station from Mango Place rather than having to reverse
into the station from California Avenue. Frontage improvements and construction within the City’s

right-of-way will comply with City and the Americans with Disabilities Act standards.

Off-strect parking for eleven vehicles will be provided between the fire station and the future EMS
facility. Vehicles will be parked tandem style facing the east property line and encroach into the
recreational space. One stall for the handicapped is also provided.

4. Ancillary Improvements

Utility connections will be made to existing water, SCwcr, power, and communication systems in
California Avenue. Runoff will be directed by surface flow towards California Avenue and Mango

Place.

The existing above ground storage tank for diesel fuel and an above ground 100 gallon LPG tank will
be installed behind the station. Propane gas is used for cooking and underground gas lines will extend
from the tank to the kitchen.

The fire apparatus and tanker are regularly wiped rather than washed. Wash water will be contained in
on-site landscaped areas. No wash water will be permitted to drain to storm drains,

No vehicle servicing and maintenance will be performed on-site. The fire apparatus and tanker are
maintained by mechanics at the Honolulu Fire Department Facility at Waipahu. The EMS ambulance




will be serviced and maintained at the EMS Facility in Honolulu or the Fire Department Facility in
Waipahu.

The office, officers and fire fighters dormitories, and dining room will be air conditioned for outside
noise attenuation and for the comfort of the engine company. A solar water heating system will

supplement hot water heaters.

A new recreation area for basketball and volleyball will built at the back of the station.

Unpaved areas around the station will be landscaped with grass, groundcover, hedges, and trees. The
sides and rear of the station will be enclosed with a cmu wall topped with chain link fencing,

5. Temporary Fire Station

Engine 16 will relocate to a temporary fire station to be constructed in the rear yard of the existing
station (See Figure 6). The temporary station, which will be erected in a 4,800 square foot enclosure,
consists of two, 44 X 12’ wide trailers and a covered garage for the fire apparatus. One trailer will be
used for an office, kitchen/dining room, and storage room and the other as the fire fighters dormitory
with bathing facilities. The covered garage will be built on the western side of the site and oriented to
allow the fire apparatus to ingress/egress onto Mango Place. The tanker truck assigned to the
Wahiawa Fire Station will relocate temporarily to another fire station. Parking for fire fighters on

watch will be existing off-street parking (temporary).

C. Economic Characteristics

Construction costs for the new fire station are estimated at $1.985 million and will be funded by the
City and County of Honolulu., The station will be built in one construction phase tentatively scheduled

to begin in mid 2000 with completion projected for mid 2001.

Construction costs for the future EMS building are estimated at $0.7 million and will be funded by
State of Hawaii CIP funds. A construction timetable has not been established but the facility may be

built in 1-2 years after the fire station is completed.
D. Land Tenure
The Wahiawa Fire Station property is owned by the City and County of Honolulu.

E. Social Characteristics

No residences or business establishments will be displaced by construction of the new station
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Figure1
Location Map

Wahiawa Fire Station
Replacement

Source: Honoluiu
Digital Maps

North
Scale; 1°=2000'
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Figure 2
Vicinity Map

Wahiawa Fire Station

North
Scale; 1°=500"

Replacement

Source: Honolulu Digial Maps
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SECTION 2 DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

A. Existing Conditions

Located at 640 California Avenue, the Wahiawa Fire Station is home to Engine 16 of the Honolulu Fire
Department. The fire station is bordered by California Avenue to the south, the Wahiawa branch of
Bank of Hawaii to the west, Mango Place and a two-story apartment building to the north, and a
commercial building and residential dwelling on the east.

Three captains and fifteen fire fighters are assigned to the Wahiawa Fire Station and one captain and a
platoon of five (5) fire fighters are on watch at all times. Three platoons work a rotation shift. Their
primary fire fighting equipment includes the fire apparatus (pumper) and a 1,000 gallon tanker. Engine
16’s first response area includes all of Wahiawa and the outlying communities of Whitmore Village,
Poamoho, and Helemano to the north of Wahiawa and Kunia Village, Waipio Acres, and Melemanu
Woodlands generally to the south.

The H-shaped main structure comprises the living, working, and recreational spaces for officers and
men, The Fire Department has occupied the structure since it was built in 1941. Built of cement
masonry and topped by a double-pitch hip composition shingle roof with ample roof overhangs, the
structure has been cited as an example of “Hawaian style cottage™ architecture (See Photograph 1). A
no-longer used hose drying tower rises above the station as a reminder of its previous function. Unlike
the rest of the building, the tower appears to have a stucco rather than exposed cmu finish. Copper
gutters and down spouts collect runoff from the roof and disperses water over the site.

From California Avenue, a single-lane driveway along the west property line provides access to the rear
of the station; there is no through access to or from Mango Place (See Photograph 2). Six vehicles park
under a steel-framed, corrugated iron roofed garage located behind the station. About one-half of the
backyard adjacent to the station is paved for parking and recreation use and the other half maintained as
grassed, open space (See Photograph 3).

A second building behind the fire station is used for general storage.
Nine EMS personnel and one ambulance are stationed at Wahiawa General Hospital. However, EMS

emergency medical supplies for the Wahiawa ambulance unit, an office for the EMS District Chief, and
regional disaster medical supplies stored for Centtal Oahu remain at the Wahiawa Fire Station.

B. Physical Characteristics

The site slopes mauka to makai from a high elevation of about 907 feet in the northeast comer to a low
of 903 feet in the southwest corner, The property and areas around the main building are sloped to
drain in the direction of California Avenue.

According to the Soil Conservation Service (1972), a single soil type-— Wahiawa silty clay (WaA)-—
covers the entire property. This soil is well drained and the erosion hazard is no more than slight.

Flood Insurance Rate Maps place most of Wahiawa in Zone “D” which is defined as “areas in which
flood hazards are undetermined (Federal Emergency Management Agency, 1990).”
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Photograph 1. View of Station from Across California Avenue.,
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Photograph 3. View of Backyard and Parking Shed.

Future EMS Facility to be Located on Grass Area on Right of Photograph.




The grounds are landscaped and well maintained. Omamental plants such as ti, ginger, palms,
hydrangea, and croton arranged around the main building add color and variety to the cmu exterior
walls. Front and rear yards are planted with grass. A single litchee tree in the rear yard and several
young banana planted in the side yard on the mauka side of the station are grown for their fruit. There

are no trees planted in the front yard.

No wildlife was seen at the time of our field survey but barking dogs were heard and dove and sparrow
were observed on neighboring lots.

There are no archacological features on the premises. Although the fire station is 50+ years old and
may be eligible for nomination to the State and National Registers of Historic Places, the Department of
Land and Natural Resources Historic Preservation Division has given clearance for its demolition

(DLNR Letter, 1999).

C. Land Use Controls

State of Hawaii and City and County of Honolulu Land Use controls applicable to Wahiawa in general
and the fire station property in particular are as follows:

State Land Use Designation: Urban

Oahu General Plan Urban Fringe
Development Plan Area: Central Oahu
Development Plan Land Use Map: Public Facility

Development Plan Public Facilities Map: ~ Symbolized; Fire station modification, site
determined, within six years

Zoning: B-2 (60-foot height limit)
Public uses and structures, such as a fire station, are a permitted principal use of the B-2 zoning district.

The Wahiawa Fire Station is located within the planning boundaries of the Wahiawa Urban Design
Plan. Most of the business zoned properties within the planning area is bounded by Kamehameha
Highway, California and Kilani Avenues, and North Cane Street (Planning Department, 1998), The
goal of the Design Plan is to “Improve the Image of Wahiawa through Urban Design.” In achieve this
goal, several objectives and polices are articulated and implementing actions identified. The polices
most relevant to this project are: “Encourage redevelopment reflecting an architectural theme consistent
with the historic character of Wahiawa” and “Encourage maintenance, restoration, and redevelopment
that reflects the historic character of Wahiawa,”

D. Public Facilities
California Avenue, a fully improved 80-foot right-of-way, provides two traffic lanes in both directions

and curbs and sidewalks on both sides. The posted speed limit fronting the fire station is 25 mph.
When responding to alarms, a suspended beacon in front of the station flashes and an alarm alerts

motorists of a response in progress,

Water is drawn from a Board of Water Supply 12-inch water main in California Avenue,

A 6-inch lateral conveys wastewater from the station into a 10-inch main along California Avenue.

12




Power and communication systems are brought to the site via underground conduit from overhead lincs
in front of the station.

No drain inlets or catch basins were observed in front of the station and it is assumed runoff from this
section of Wahiawa gravity flows to drain inlets to the west which is lower in elevation that the site.

13




SECTION 3 SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
AND MEASURES TO MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS

A. Assessment Process

The scope of the project was discussed with staff of the Department of Design and Construction, Firc
Department administrators, the consulting architect, and others comprising the design team. State and
County agencies were contacted for information relative to their areas of expertise. Time was spent in
the field noting site conditions and conditions in the vicinity of the Wahiawa Fire Station and the
temporary station. From the discussions and field investigations existing conditions and features were
identified which could affect or be affected by the project. These conditions are:

¢ A fire station of approximately the same floor area and height will be constructed
on the site of the existing station;
» No significant change in public use is proposed,
¢ There are no rare or endangered flora or fauna on the premises;
e There are no archaeological features on the premises;
» The Wahiawa Fire Station is more than 50 years old and may be eligible for nomination to the
Hawaii and National Registers of Historic Places;
» The Wahiawa Fire Station is not located in a flood hazard area; and
» Water, wastewater, power, and telephone systems are adequate to service the new station.

B. Short-term Impacts

Prior to demolition, utility service will be discontinued, water and sewer lines cut and plugged, selected
trees and other plant material removed, and the structures razed. Demolition should take less than one
month to include mobilization/demobilization. This phase of the project will raise fugitive dust, create
noise, and increase traffic on California Highway. Demolition debris will be hauled to an approved
disposal site.

All structures will be tested for hazardous materials, in particular lead based paint and asbestos
containing materials, and the grounds examined for signs of petroleum contamination prior to
demolition. If detected, the materials will be removed and disposed of in accordance with applicable
rules and regulations.

Fugitive dust can and will be controlled by sprinkling water over exposed areas or by the application of
other dust suppression measures stipulated in Chapter 60.1 (Air Pollution Control) of Title 11,
Administrative Rules of the State Department of Health.

Construction noise will persist for the projected one year construction period. Noise will be most
pronounced during the early stages of development (site work) and erection of the building. Noise will
gradually diminish as interior work commences because most noise should be confined to inside the

ouilding..

Allowable daytime noisc levels for business zoning districts set by the State Department of Health is 60
dBA measured at the property line between 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM and 50 dBA between 10:00 PM. to
7:00 AM. Construction work will temporarily exceed the allowable noise level during daytime hours

14




and, per Administrative Rules (Chapter 46) of the Department of Health, the Contractor will obtain a
Variance for Pollution Control permit prior to construction. Construction will be limited to between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

On-site vegetation will be grubbed in order to site the improvements. All plants and trees on the
premises are commonly found on Oahu and none are considered rare or endangered.

Erosion control measures will be implemented during construction. Temporary and/or permancnt
measures will be identified in an erosion control plan or Best Management Practice (BMP) plan to be
submitted with grading plans to the Department of Public Works for review and approval. Regulatory
and construction related measures for controlling construction runoff and erosion include but are not

limited to:

Limiting the amount of area to be graded at any one time.
Applying water frequently in areas of active construction.
Erecting silt fences or curtains around active construction sites for construction runoff control.
Watering graded areas after construction has ceased for the day.
Sodding, mulching, or planting areas immediately after final grading work has been completed. —
« Installing temporary interceptor ditches or berms to direct water into sediment traps to
contain runoff on-site.
o Providing gravel ingress/egress pads at vehicle entries for construction vehicles. -

Should subsurface archaeological features be unearthed, work in the immediate area will cease and
historic authorities consulted for proper disposition of the finds.

Construction vehicles hauling men and materials will contribute to traffic on Califomia Avenue and

Kamehameha Highway. Material deliveries will be scheduled during non-peak traffic hours to minimize
impacts on local traffic. Heavy vehicles traveling to and from the project site will comply with the

provisions of Chapter 42, Vehicular Noise Control for Oahu, Hawaii Administrative Rules,

Construction in the right-of-way will interrupt traffic generally inconvenicnce motorists and pedestrians.

Temporary traffic tie-ups may not be avoidable and the contractor will implement measures to provide

access past work sites and minimize the inconveniencs to the general public. Traffic control plans will -
be submitted to the Department of Transportation Service, City and County of Honolulu for review and

approval. Measures to be taken to mitigate traffic impacts include but are not limited to:

» Posting waming signs on both sides of the work area to alert motorists of road work

and to slow traffic speed;
» Positioning traffic cones or other directional devices in the roadway to guide vehicles

around work areas;
» Posting flagmen to assist in traffic control;
* Limiting construction to between 8:00 AM and 2:30 PM, Monday through Friday.

A construction fence will be erected around the construction site for security and safety purposes and
will be removed after construction is completed.

Fire fighters of Engine 16 will be exposed to construction, noise, and the general inconvenience of
having to temporarily work and reside adjacent to a construction site.
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The fire apparatus will egress and ingress the station from Mango Place but this temporary exiting
should not adversely affect traffic circulation on this side street. Commercial and residential uses, off-
street parking lots, and on-street parking stalls front on Mango Place and Mango Street. During
daylight hours there is a fairly constant flow of vehicle traffic on Mango Street and in and out of Mango
Place. When responding to fire calls, the apparatus driver, motorists, and pedestrians will have to be

aware of each others presence on the street.

C. Long-term Impacts

The project will benefit the officers and fire fighters assigned to the Wahiawa Fire Station. Fire fighters
would not have to contend with cramped conditions and a shortage of living, working, and recreational
spaces. The project is part of an on-going program by the City and County of Honolulu to modemize
fire stations throughout Oahu.

No change in manpower requirements and response times to fire alarms within the first response area
are anticipated because of the project. Fire Department manpower levels will remain unchanged thus
there should be no appreciable change in the amount of water consumed and wastewater discharged per
day. Water demand and wastewater flow are estimated at 600 gpd. Water demand and wastewater
flow for the future EMS facility is estimated at 900 gpd. The combined estimate of 1,500 gpd from fire
and EMS personnel can be accommodated by the respective utility systems. Power usage will increase
slightly because the fire station will be air conditioned. The future EMS facility will be air conditioned

by window air conditioning units.

The completed project will be consistent with existing land use controls and facility plans for the area,
Rebuilding the station on the same site of the existing station and for the same public safety use will not
adversely affect or alter the use of adjoining residential and business activities.

A modem, new fire station will replace a fire station that has been a recognizable part of Wahiawa for
almost 58 years. Although there are architectural differences between the new station and the old, the
low-rise form, design character, and choice of building materials for the new station are similar to the

existing station and will help in keeping with the rural character of Wahiawa.

The 58-year old building exceeds the 50 year threshold for structures to be considered for historic
status. According to the State Historic Preservation Division, the fire station is eligible for placement
on the Hawaii or National Register of Historic Places. Some Wahiawa community and business Jeaders
had requested that the City preserve the fire station as a historical landmark rather than demolishing and
rebuilding a new station on the same site, The question of whether to preserve or demolish the fire
station was put to the community through the Wahiawa Neighborhood Board. The issue was discussed
at several Board meetings and meetings of the Wahiawa Business and Community Association. The
consensus of both community organizations was that the existing fire station should be demolished and

a new station built on the same site.

The State Historic Preservation Division has recommended that the fire station be thoroughly
photographed and historically documented following Historic American Building Standards (HABS).
Historic documentation should also include the original drawings and any historic information that can
be gathered through historic research (Correspondence, State Historic Preservation Division, 1999).

The Wahiawa EMS ambulance unit was relocated from the Wahiawa Fire Station to Wahiawa General
Hospital in 1991. At that time both the Honolulu Fire Department and EMS shared the use of the
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Wahiawa Fire Station. Operational differences such as shift length, work assignments, and work load
made a combined operation difficult for both agencies whose personnel work for separate City
departments with different supervisors and command structure. Past experience and concurrence by
both departments is that fire stations and ambulance facilities should be co-located on the same site but
in separate buildings if possible. Thus, the proposed project will attain the objective of co-locating both
facilities on the same site but in separate buildings.

Located at the rear of the fire station, views of the future two-story structure from California Avenue
will be blocked by the fire station. The structure will have more floor than the firc station but will be
lower in height than the single-story firc station (28 feet versus 31 feet, respectively). The structure is
stmilar in height to an existing two-story apartment building on Mango Place and a two-story residential
dwelling on the east. The facility has been setback from both adjoining properties to provide spacing

between structures.

The building will be designed to match the architectural design, materials, and exterior of the fire station
thus offering a unified form and style to the separate buildings with reference to Wahiawa’s history.

The Wahiawa Fire Station is located within the boundaries of the Wahiawa Urban Design Plan. The
Design Plan recommended planting street trees fronting business properties along California Avenue,
patterned sidewalk paving, and theme street lighting and furniture. Although these improvements would
visually enhance and unify the elements comprising the California Avenue streetscape, some
improvements such as trees should not be planted near the fire station. When responding to calls,
apparatus drivers need an open line of sight to traffic in both directions on California Avenue while
emerging from the station. Obstructions to the line of sight creates a hazard for fire fighters and
motorists with potentially adverse consequences.
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SECTION 4 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. No Action

A No Action alternative would preclude the occurrence of all impacts, short and long term, beneficial
and adverse described in this Assessment. For reasons presented in the need for the project, the no
action alternative is not a desired course of action,

B. Alternative Sites

The City and County of Honolulu has no alternative sites available in Wahiawa on which to build a new
fire station.

C. Alternative Site Plans

Altemative site plans were reviewed and dismissed by the Department of Design and Construction.
These plans suggested a slightly different location for the main structure which affected the location of
ancillary facilities such as the driveway, fuel tank, and off-strect parking. The alternative site plans
would not have resulted in environmental impacts significantly different from that described in this
Assessment.

An altemative site plan for the future EMS facility was not considered. Given the need to provide
separate facilities for fire fighters and medical technicians, the site of the EMS facility is the only place
on the property with sufficient space that can accommodate the facility.
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SECTION § AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED IN THE
PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Draft Environmental Assessment for the Wahiawa Fire Station Replacement was published in
the Office of Environmental Quality Control Environmental Notice of April 8, 2000 and April 23,
2000. Publication in the Environmental Notice initiated a 30-day public review period which ended
on May 8, 2000. The Draft Environmental Assessment was mailed to agencies and organizations
listed below. An asterisk * identifies agencies and organizations that submitted written comments
during the review period. All comment letters and responses are found in Appendix B.

State
Department of Land and Natural Resources
*Historic Preservation Division
Department of Health
*Qffice of Environmental Quality Control

City and County of Honolulu

*Board of Water Supply

Department of Planning and Permitting
*Department of Environmental Services
*Department of Transportation Services
*Police Department

Other
*Hawaiian Electric Company
*GTE Hawaiian Tel
Wahiawa Neighborhood Board No. 26
Wahiawa Community Business Association
Councilmember Rene Mansho
Wahiawa Library (Placement)

19




SECTION 6

PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Permits and approvals required for the project are indicated below. Additional permits and approvals

may be required pending final construction plans.

PERMIT/APPROVAL

State of Hawaii
Variance From Pollution Controls
NPDES General Permits
Discharge of Hydrotesting Water
Discharges Associated with Construction
Activities

City and County of Honolulu
Grubbing, Grading, and Stockpiling Permit
Building Permit for Building, Electrical, Plumbing
Sidewalk/Driveway and Demolition Work
Permit to Excavate Public Right-of-Way (Trenching)
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Department of Health
Department of Health

Department of Planning and Permitting
Department of Planning and Permitting

Department of Planning and Permitting




SECTION 7 DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chapter 200 (Environmental Impact Statement Rules) of Title 11, Administrative Rules of the State
Department of Health, establishes criteria for determining whether an action may have significant
effects on the environment (§11-200-12). The relationship of the proposed project to these criteria is

discussed below.

1) Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resource;

The Wahiawa Fire Station is not a natural or cultural resource but because of its age (50+ years} it
qualifies for historical status. Protecting buildings of architectural importance is a goal of the City
and County of Honolulu as is protecting the people of Oahu against fire hazards. In the case of

the Wahiawa Fire Station, there is a need to update the fire station to meet the living and working
needs of the fire fighters assigned to the station, to accommodate the requirements of larger, modern
fire engines, and to comply with accessibility and building codes. ARer considering historic and
public safety factors and needs of the Wahiawa community, the Fire Department, Department of
Design and Construction, and community organizations including the Wahiawa Neighborhood
Board and the Wahiawa Community & Business Association agree that the City should demolish
the existing fire station and build a new station on the same site.

2) Cunrtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment;

The project does not curtail the beneficial uses of the environment. The new fire station will be
constructed on the site of the existing fire station and serve the same public safety purpose.

3) Conflicts with the state's long-term environmental policies or goals and guidelines as expressed in
chapter 344, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and any revisions thereof and amendments thereto, court

decisions or executive orders;

The project does not conflict with long-term environmental policies, goals, and guidelines of the
State of Hawaii.

4) Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or State;

The project will not substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the State. The new fire
station and future EMS facility will improve living and working conditions for personnel assigned
to the station.

5) Substantially affects public health;
Public health will not be adversely affected by the proposed project.

6) Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on public
facilities;

Substantial secondary impacts arc not anticipated.
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7) Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality;
Environmental quality of the site and surrounding neighborhood will not be degraded,

8) Is individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect upon the environment or involves
a commitment for larger actions;

The project is not the precursor for a larger action. It is, however, part of an on-going capital
improvement program to modemize aged fire stations in the City and County of Honolulu and to
co-locate fire and EMS services where possible.

9) Substantially affects a rare, threatened or endangered species, or its habitat;
There are no rare, threatened or endangered flora or fauna on the premises.

10) Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels;
Ambient air quality will be affected by fugitive dust and combustion emissions but can be
controlled by measures stipulated in this Assessment. Construction noise will be pronounced
during site preparation work but should diminish once the building is erected. All construction
activities will comply with air quality and noise pollution regulations of the State Department of

Health,

11) Affects an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, erosion prone area,
geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters.

The Wahiawa Fire Station is not located in an environmentally sensitive area,

12) Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or state plans or studies, or,
The proposed improvements will not affect scenic vistas identified in county plans for the area.

13) Requires substantial energy consumption.
Energy consumption is expected to increase because the new station will be air conditioncd whereas
the old station was not. In addition, power will be provided to the future EMS facility which will be
a new facility.

Based on the above criteria, replacement of the Wahiawa Fire Station Replacement will not result in

significant adverse environmental impacts and an Environmental Impact Statement should not be
required.
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February 4, 1999

Historic Preservation Division

Department of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawaii

555 Kakuhihewa Building

601 Kamokila Boulevard

Kapolei, Hawaii 96707

Attn: Mr, Don Hibbard
Gentlernen:
Subject: Wahiawa Fire Station Replacement

630 California Avenue
IMK: 7-4-4:51

The City has begun the process of planning for the replacement of the existing Wahiawa
Fire Station with a new facility on the same site.

Builtin 1941, the existing station has remainad largely unchanged to this day. Due 1o jts
advanced age, the building is in need of repairs and an overhau! of its electrical and plumbing
systems, Furthermore, extensive modifications are required to tring the station into compliance
with the ADA and to meet current and projected HFD operational requirements.

Since the existing structure is not listed in the Hawaii State Register of Historic Places,
we are currently under the assumption that dsmolition of the existing station is a viable course of
action, We believe that replacing the existing station with 2 new one will be more cost effective
in the long term than renovation. Unless you have other information regarding the historic
significance of the existing structure, we would like to receive your concurrence with our
proposal to demolish the existing facility and construct a new ope in its place,
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Page 2
February 4, 1999

You may contact Curtis Kushimaejo at £27-6332 if you would like to discuss this mattes
in further detail. We look torward 1o hcaring from you.

Very truly yours,

RANDALLK.F
Direcior

B RKF jo

ce: A. Leonardi, Fire Chief, HFD
Paul Louje & Associates, Inc. /
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March 18, 1299

Jot ‘
!
Mr. Randall Fujiki, Director LOG NO: 23071
Department of Design and Construction DOC NO: 99¢8tm04-,
650 South Kin~ Street, 2nd Floor Architecture = o4
Honolulu, Hawail 96813 =N
no - =
Dear Mr. Fujiki: _‘f =
SUBJECT: Wahiawa Fire Station Replacement 2 37

640 California Avenue e

- TMK: 7-4-04:61, Wohiawa, Qahu

Thank you for your transmittal regarding the proposed replacement of the Wahiawa Fire

* Station. The fire station is a handsome building, simple, but propartioned nicely and is
well suited to the rural character of Wahiawa town. It was not listed on the Hawaii and
National Registers with the other seven fire stations because that thematic nomination was
subenitted in 1980, when the Wahiawa Fire Station was not yet fifty yesrs. We believe it
would row be eligible for listing on the Hawaii or National Register of Historic Places.

However, we understand the need for updating the fire station to meet the current needs
of the community. We also understand that to accommodate the new requirements of the
larger fire engines and to meer accessibility codes, renovation would destroy the character
and proportions of the existing building. Therefore, we concur with its demolition

provided the following:

| 1. The Wahiawa Fire Station is thoroughly photographically and historically documented
B following MABS standards. For photographs, this entails utilizing a 4"X5" negative wich
8"X10" prints archivally procsssed. Photegraphs should be of the exverior and selected
: interior shots illustrating the tilework. Close-up shots of some of the architectural
- details should also be included. Historic documentation should include the eriginal
drawings copied onto vellum and any historic information tnat can be gathered throus™

research. .
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Mr. Randall Fujiki, Director
Page Two

2. The new design should be in keeping with the rural character of Wahiewa town and be
reviewed by the Wahiawa community.

3. Historic light fixtures should be salvaged for reuse in new project or for storags at the
State Historic Preservation Division office.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Should you have further questions, please
call Tonia Moy st 692-8030.

Aloha,

7=

DON HIBBARD, Administrator
State Historic Preservation Division

TM:jk
c Paul H.W. Louie
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