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FAX: (808) 8326030

STATE OF HAWAII . -
DEPARTMENT OF Human servidess & 1 Ak
HAWAII HOUSING AUTHORITY IN REPLY REFERTO:

P. O.BOX 17907 . 97:ENG/305
Honolulu, Hawali 96817 .97 DEB 18 AB 06

December8, 1997, 5 .. ..» .
QUALITY GOy

Mr. Gary Gill, Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Gill:

Subject: Final Environmental Assessment (Finding of No Significant Impact -
FONSI) for the Waimanalo Homes Project, TMK (1) 4-1-22:100,
4-1-23:50-64, and 4-1-28:107-122, Waimanalo, Oahu, Hawaii

The Hawaii Housing Authority prepared a draft environmental assessment for the above
subject project, which was published on August 23, 1997. The comment period ended
on September 22, 1997, and we have received fwo comment letters.

The Hawaii Housing Authority has reviewed the draft EA and comment letters from
various agencies, determined that there is no significant impact on the environment, !
and is therefore issuing a finding of no significant impact (FONSI). :

Please publish the FONSI for this project in the next OEQC Bulletin. We have enclosed
a completed OEQC Bulletin Publication Form and four copies of the final EA and
FONSI.

Your assistance and cooperation in this matter is appreciated. Please contact
Mr. Wayne Nakamoto, Housing Development Specialist at 832-5920 if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

SHARON R
Executive Dirgctor

Enclosure
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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT JA
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)

WAIMANALO HOMES F "_E BUP v

December 8, 1597

8 1998

PROPOSING AGENCY: Hawaii Housing Authority
Department of Human Services

APPROVING AGENCY: Hawaii Housing Authority
Department of Human Services

AGENCIES CONSULTED: U.S. Government
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

State of Hawaii

Department of Land and Natural Resources
(State Historic Preservation
Division)

Office of Environmental Quality Control

City and County of Honolulu

Board of Water Supply

Building Department

Department of Housing & Community
Development

Department of General Planning

Department of Land Utilization

Department of Parks and Recreation

Department of Public Works

Department of Transportation Sexrvices

Police Department

Fire Department

Private

Hawaii Electric Company

GTE Hawaiian Telephone

BHP Hawaii - The Gas Company

PURPOSE QF THE PROJECT:

The Hawail Housing Authority (HHA) has prepared this final
environmental assessment and finding of no significant impact
(FoNs:) for the purpose of demolishing and replacing an
existing low income public housing project on state lands in
Waimanaleo. This FONSI determined the feasibility and impacts
of this proposed action.

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

The Hawaii Housing Authority proposes to demolish and replace

the existing Waimanalo Homes project. The proposed project

will be demolished and redeveloped in several phases. The

first phase will be 18 units, the second phase 22 units and

the third phase 10 units, all totalling 50 units. A building

site plan is attached as Exhibit 1, and drawing and diagrams
-1 -
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of the buildings are attached as Exhibit 2.

The first 18 homes of Phase I are tentatively scheduled to be
demolished in April, 18998, with future phases to be done
several months later. It is anticipated that the entire
project will be completed in approximately 2 years.

The project site is approximately (7.385) acres of residential
land in the town of Waimanalo, Koolaupoko District, Island of
Oahu. TMK 1st Division 4-1-22:100; 4-1-23:50-64; and 4-1-
28:5-22, 107-122 (Exhibit 3). The project site is located
approximately 3.0 miles east along Kalanianaole Highway from
Castle Junction. It is accessible from Kumuhau Street on the
northeast side, and from the intersection of Humuniki Street
and Kalanianaole Highway on the northeast side. It is bounded
on the southwest and southeast side by the agricultural lands,
and by residential properties on the north.

The new Waimanalo Homes project will consist of 50 units in a
single family building configuration. The buildings will be
designed with a concrete slab foundation on grade, double wall
wood framed construction, and an asphalt shingle roof.
Interior will utilize vinyl floor tile c¢overing, plywood
cabinets, and come equipped with a range, refrigerator, and

range hood.

As Waimanalo Homes is an active public housing project, the
safety and security of the residents and neighbors is our
primary concern. Residents, neighbors, and the public will be
warned that this is an active construction area. Dust screens
as necessary will be erected, both for dust control and to
provide security of the materials and equipment on site. The
contractor will be strongly advised to provide security during
non-working hours, such as nights and weekends.

The parcel is currently county zoned as R-5 and state land use
zoning is urban. Required permits includes the building
permit, which is currently being processed by the Building
Department of the City and County of Honolulu and the grading
and drainage permits, which is currently being processed by
the Public Works Department of the City and County of

Honolulu.

Access to the site is from Kalanianole Highway through Kumuhau
and Humuniki Streets.

The County Department of Public Works provides and will
continue to provide solid waste disposal. Existing County
water and sewer systems will be used for the project.

Police protection is provided out of the Kailua station. The
Waimanalo fire station on Kalanianole Highway provides fire
protection for this project.
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Waimanalo Homes is part of the Kailua school complex, which is
comprised of Waimanalo Elementary and Intermediate Schools,
and Kailua High School. As this is a redevelopment of an
existing public housing project, the impact on the area
schools should be negligible.

ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS:

The total cost of this project is $8,080,000. Funding for the
project will be from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Comprehensive Grant Program. Anticipated
completion of this project is in the next two federal fiscal

years.

The impact on the tax base is expected to be minimal.

SOCIAL, CHARACTERISTICS:

The new Waimanalo Homes project will provide quality housing
for lower income families in the Koolaupoko district.

Current residents will be relocated during the course of
construction to vacancies within the project, or to other
public housing projects in the area, or to other outside
housing opportunities. Should current residents choose not to
return, this will enable other families the ocpportunity for
low cost rental housing.

No existing businesses or residential units will be displaced
by this project. The Waimanalo Homes project will fully
comply with handicap accessibility requirements.

A meeting was held with project residents to discuss this
project on April 8, 1997. As part of the federal demolition
application process with the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, homeownership opportunities will be
provided to residents who qualify. Additionally, neighboring
landowners of this project will be notified of this project.

ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS:

1. Existing Use

Waimanalo Homes has provided low income rental housing
for the Waimanalo area and Koolaupoko district since

1967.

2. Flora/Fauna

A site visit indicated that no rare, threatened, or
endangered species of flora or fauna are known to exist
on this site. Please see Exhibit 4 for a comprehensive
listing of site flora.




Memorandum

To: Wayne Nakamoto
From; Vernon Pang
Date: August 11, 1997

Subject: Plant Survey for Waimanalo Homes Performed on August 8,

1997

No endemic, native, or endangered species of plants was observed

on the site.

The following is a Sampling of common ornamental Plants growing

on the site:

Irees:

] False Olive (street tree)
. Pink Tecoma

. Paper Bark

. Brassaia

. Areca Palm

. Plumeria

. Shower

. Mango

. Coconut

Shrubs:

. Various Hibiscus

. Various Ti Leaf

. Various Gingers

. Various Helconias

. Mock Orange

. Sago Palm

Lawn:

. Common Bermuda grass

EXHIBIT 4




The natural fauna of this area consists of common birds,
insects, and domesticated animals (pets).

Topography

Waimanalo Homes is located 30 feet above sea level. The
property 1is fairly flat. Exhibit 5 1is a General
Topographical map from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

The project site is in the AE, X, and X-shaded zones on
the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). A rating of AE
indicates that the property is on the fringe or within a
floodway. X indicates that the property is outside the
500 year flood plain and is not considered a £lood
hazard. X-shaded indicates that the property is within
the 500 year flood plain.

An investigation of the site indicates that much of the
site is in the X zone and X-shaded zones. Areas within
the AE zone are away from the building areas. Further,
the elevation in these areas will be raised to mitigate
this condition.

Soils

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Soil and
Conservation Service, in cooperation with the University
of Hawail Agriculture Experiment Station has classified
the soil as Pohakupu silty clay loam. (Exhibit 6 and 7)
The soil surface layer is a dark reddish-brown silty clay
loam, about 13 inches thick. The subscil layer is dark
reddish-brown and dark-brown silty c¢lay leocam that varies
between 40 to 60 inches thick. The substratum layer is
strongly weathered gravel. The soil is slightly to
medium acid.

The soil permeability is moderately rapid and runoff is
glow. The erosion hazard is slight. The available water
capacity is 1.5 inches per foot of soil. In certain
places, roots penetrate to depths of 5 feet or more.

Historical/Archeological Significance

The HHA records indicate the subject site has been used
as a low income pui:lic housing project land for the last
thirty (30) years. No significant historical or
archeological features have been determined within this
parcel. The existing site is not considered historically
significant

Climate
The average rainfall for the area is approximately 40-60

inches per year.
-4 -
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DISCUSSION OF THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS:

According to Department oOf Health Rules (11-200-12}, an
applicant or agency must determine whether ap action may have
a significant impact on the environment, including all phases
of the project, its expected consequences poth primary and
secondary, its cumulative impact with other projects, and its
short and long-term effects. In making the determination, the
Rules establish "Significance criteria" to beg used as a basis
for identifying whether significant environmehtal impact will
occur. According to the Rules, an action shall be determined
to have a significant impact on the environment if it meets
any one of the following criteria:

1. The proposed action will not cause jrrevocable loss or
destruction of any natural or cultural resources.

The proposed project is a demolition and redevelopment of
an existing public housing project- As this 15
essentially a replacement housing projectr there 1s no
significant destruction of existing nagural resources.

As noted above, no significant archeological or historic
sites are known to exist in the site. Should any
archeological significant artifacts, bones, or other
indicators of previous on-site activities are uncovered
during construction, the State Historic Preservation
Division of the Department of Land and Natural Resources

will be contacted for appropriate mitigative action.

5. The proposed action will mot curtail the range of
beneficial uses of the environment.

As stated above, the site has been used as a low income
public housing project for the past 30 years. To return
the site to a natural environmental condition is mot
practical from an environmental, economic, OT social

perspective.

4. The proposed action will not conflict with the State’s
long-texrm environmental policies.

The proposed project is consistent with Environmental
policies established in Chapter 344, Hawaii Revised
statutes, and the National Environmental Policy Act

(NEPA) .

4. The proposed action will not substaptially affect the
economic and social welfare of the community or State.

-5 -




The proposed project will greatly improve both the
economic and social welfare of the community and State.
The proposed project will provide economic stimulus and
employment opportunities for the City and County of
Honolulu, with the influx of Federal funds from this
project. This is especially true for the depressed
construction industry and associated services that will
need to be provided during and after construction. This
project will also improve the social welfare of the
residents living in an aging housing stock, by providing
new and modern homes.

The proposed action will not substantially affect public
health.

Public health may pe affected by air, noise, and water
quality impacts; however these will be insignificant or
not detectable when weighted by the positive economic and
social impacts associated with this project. Any impact
will be mitigated by appropriate control measures, and is
a positive for public health when weighted against a "no

action" alternative.

The proposed action will not involve substantial
secondary impacts, such as significant.population changes
or effects on public facilities.

as this is an existing project, the impacts of &
redevelopment will be minimal in terms of population
changes and effect on public facilities. Due to no
changes in the unit count, there should be a no impact on
the population. Impacts on public facilities should also
be minimal. A positive effect would be a increase in
employment opportunities both in the construction
industry and indirectly from a wide range of services
from related industries supporting the construction
industry.

The proposed action will not involve a substantial
degradation of environmental quality.

The proposed project will utilize an existing public
housing project. The project will result in no change to
the building density. The addition of landscaping will
make the new Waimanalo Homes a more pleasant place to
live. The minor environmental  impacts during
construction will result in a improved environment once
construction is completed.




10.

11.

12.

13.

The proposed action will not cumulatively have 2
considerable effect on the environment or involve a
commitment for larger actions.

By redeveloping the project now, it precludes impacts
such as dilapidated housing and massive renovation and
construction work in the future. NoO cumulative effect or

commitment for larger action is anticipated with the
redevelopment of this project.

The proposed action will not substantially affect any
rare, threatened or endangered species of flora or fauna
or habitat. No endangered species of flora or fauna are
known to exist in the project site.

No endangered plant or animal species are located in the
project site.

The proposed action will not detrimentally affect air or
water quality or ambient noise levels.

Any impact with air and water quality will be mitigated
with dust control measures auch ag dust screens and water
quality will be mitigated with silting basins, erosion
control measures, and filters for water runoff. The
contractor will be reminded to control ambient noise
levels during the construction pericd.

The proposed action will not be located in any
environmentally sensitive area, such as a flood plain,
tsunami zone, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous
land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters.

The project is not located in a flood plain, tsunami
zone, erosion prone area, geological hazardous land,
estuary, fresh water ox coastal water, based on our
environmental review.

substantially affects scenic vista and view planes
identified in County or State plans or studies.

Due to the topography and development in the surrounding
area, there are no substantial vistas or view planes

identified.

Requires substantial energy consumption.




Due to replacement of existing housing units and use of
modern energy efficient appliances and fixtures, there
should be either no substantial increase in energy
consumption or a decrease in energy consumption.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACTS:

From the above assessment, no major adverse environmental
impact is anticipated. However, the project will result in the
following minor adverse impacts:

1. Depletion of 1labor and material resources for
construction.
2. Some dust, noise and silting during construction.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:
1. Alternative Designs

Variations in number and types of units, and in land
density have been considered by the project consultant.
However, the plans and design will be constrained by
funding considerations and topographic considerations.

2. No Action

The "no action" alternative was considered but was found
to be unacceptable because of the current condition of
the low-income rental units at Waimanalo Homes and the
availability of limited funding for this project. This
would also not meet HHA’'s mandate to provide safe,
decent, and sanitary housing on this site.

PROPOSED MITIGATIVE MEASURES:

The temporary dust, noise and silting which would occur during
construction will be controlled by application of appropriate
pollution control measures. Dust screens will be erected
arocund the project site, both for dust control and to provide
some security for the project site. The contractor will be
required to work only during specified hours, and will be
required to request permission to work before or after normal
work hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) or during weekends and
holidays. Silting will be controlled by use of erosion
control measures, silting basins and filters to screen out

sediment .




CONCLUSTION AND RECOMMENDATION:

HHA’s conclusion and recommendation, based on the above
discussion of the assessment process, and conferring with the
project consultants and comments from the various agencies
that have been consulted, results in a conclusion and
recommendation that the FONSI be granted.

FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING DETERMINATION:

HHA’'s findings and supporting reasoning is based on the
information derived in the environmental review process,
conclusion drawn from the discussion of the assessment
process, conferring with the project consultants, and a review
the comments from the various agencies that have been
consulted both prior and during the draft environmental

assessment process.
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WRITTEN COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
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Sharon Yamada, Executive Director
HAWAII HOUSING AUTHORITY
1002 North School Strest
Honolulu, Hawaii 86817
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&

Attn: Wayne Nakamoto

Dear Ms. Yamada:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessmant (EA) for Waimanalo Homes, Oahu

Please note that the project status name of "negative declaration” is now called a
FONS! (Finding of No Significant Impact). In addition please include the following in

the final EA:

1. Project appearance: Include drawings or diagrams of the proposed bulildings
and any proposed landscaping that show the final appearance of the project.

2. Construction:
a, Fully discuss the technical aspects of the project, such as building design

and materials.
b. Fully discuss construction impacts, such as impacts to air quality, noise, and

traffic. Also describe mitigation measures planned to prevent construction
runoff into nearby bodies of water or streams.

3. Safety: Describe impacts and mitigation measures planned to ensure
pedestrian safety near the project site as well as the security of materials and

equipment within the site itself.

4. Figures and exhibits:
a. Indicate the project site on all three pages of Figure 1.
b. Exhibit 3 requires a title; Exhibit 5 requires a title and a legend.
c. Indicate what the FIRM abbreviations in Section H, #2 ("Topegraphy")

represent.




Sharon Yamada
September 8, 1997

Page 2
5. Permits and approvals: List all required permits and approvals and their status.
6. Consultations: Notify the nearest neighbors or neighboring landowners of the

proposed project and document all contacts in the final EA. Include copies of
any community or agency correspondences.

7. Sianificance criteria: A discussion of findings and reasons, according to the
significance criteria listed in HAR Title 11-200-12, that support the anticipated
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) determination. A simple reiteration of
the criteria in the negative will not suffice. You may use the enclosed sample

as a guideline.

If you have any questions, call Nancy Heinrich at 586-4185.

Sincerely,

GARY GILL
Director

Enc.




SHARON R. YAMADA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SHARYN L. MIYASHIRO
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

FAX: (808) B32-6030

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
HAWAII HOUSING AUTHORITY IN REPLY REFER TO:
P. O. BOX 17907 a7:ENG/286
Honolulu, Hawall 96817

November 28, 1997

Mr. Gary Gill, Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Gill:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for Waimanalo Homes, Oahu

Thank you for your letter dated September 8, 1997, providing comments on the draft
environmental assessment {EA) for Waimanalo Homes on Oahu.

Please note that we have incorporated all of your comments in our final environmental
assessment, including the term Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). Additionally,

please note the following:

1. Proiect Appearance: A site map including drawings and landscaping for the project,
along with various building layouts are included as Exhibits 1 and 2.

2. Construction:
a. Technical aspects of the project, including building desig

discussed in the technical characteristics section.
b. Construction impacts related to air quality, noise, traffic and construction runoff
and mitigative measures are discussed both in the discussion of the assessment

process and proposed mitigative measures.

n and materials are

3. Safety: Impacts and mitigative measures to ensure pedestrian safety around the
project site, as well as the security of materials and equipment within the site are

discussed in the technical characteristics section.




Mr. Gary Gill
November 28, 1997
Page 2

4. Fiqures and Exhibits:

a. The project site is delineated on all three pages of Exhibit 3.

b. The title is listed on Exhibit 5, a title and legend are listed in Exhibit 7

c. The Firm abbreviation in Environmental Characteristics, Section #2 Topography
represents the Flood Insurance Rate Map designation of “X" - Outside the 500

year floodplain.

5. Permits and Approvals: All required permits and approvals and their status are
listed in the Technical Characteristics section.

6. Consultations: Consultations with neighbors and neighboring landowners are
discussed in the Social Characteristics section.

7. Significance Criteria: A discussion of the findings and reasons to support the
FONSI, based on the significance criteria of HAR Title 11-200-12 are part of an
expanded Discussion of the Assessment Process of the final environmental

assessment,

| trust the above addresses your concerns and comments on the draft environmental
assessment for Waimanalo Homes. We appreciate your constructive review of the draft
EA and assistance in making the final environmental assessment a more complete
document. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Wayne Nakamoto, Housing

Development Specialist at 832-5920.

Sincerely,

22 'WL}L__\
SHARON R. A

Executive Dire




SHARON R. YAMADA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SHARYN L. MIYASHIRO
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

FAX: (B08) 8326030

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
HAWAII HOUSING AUTHORITY

P. O.BOX 17307 87.ENG/267
Honolulu, Hawali 96817

November 4, 1997

IN REPLY REFER TO:

TO: Don J. Hibbard, Historic Preservation Administrator
State Historic Preservation Division
Department of Land and Natural Resources

FROM: Sharon R. Yamada, Executive Dir

SUBJECT: DEMOLITION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF WAIMANALO HOMES

The Hawaii Housing Authority is presently preparing a demolition application to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, proposing the demolition and
reconstruction of the Waimanalo Homes public housing project in Waimanalo, Hawaii.
A draft environmental assessment is attached for your review,

Our research indicates that Waimanalo Homes has provided housing for low
income families since first being constructed 30 years ago. Prior to that time, the
property was State lands.

We would like to know if this property is eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places, is located directly adjacent to a historic district, and could
potentially be a historic district or property. Additionally, we would request any
significant comments of a historic or archeological nature,

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. Should you have any
questions, please contact Wayne Nakamoto, Housing Development Specialist at
832-5920.

Enclosure
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Sharon R. Yamada, Exceutive Director
Department of Human Services

Hawaii Housing Authority LOG {NO: 20664 -
P.0. Box 17907 | . o DOC NO: 9712¢005
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 . o Architecture

Dear Ms. Yamada:

SUBJECT: Proposed Demolition and Reconstruction of Waimanalo }-io,m.es_ .
TMK 4-1-22:100, 4-1-23:50-64 & 4-1-28:107-122
Waimanalo, Oahu

Thank you for the letter dated October 21, 1997, regarding the proposefl demolition
and reconstruction of Waimanalo Homes. Since the homes were constricted 30 years
ago and the site has been previously developed, we concur that the proposed project
should have 'no effect' on any known historic resources. There remains the possibility
that historic sites, including human burials, will be discovered during roytine
construction activities. Should this be the case all work in the vicinity myst stop and
the Historic Preservation Division must be contacted at 587-0047. ’

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, Should you have any questions please
contact Carol Ogata at 587-0004. :

Aloha,

MICHAEL D. WILSON, Chairperson and-
State Historic Preservation Officer

COsjk
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND NOTICE TO PUBLIC
OF REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

December 8, 1997

Hawaii Housing Authority
1002 North School Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone No. (808) 832-6060

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS:

This combined notice is intended to satisfy two separate procedural requirements:
1) 24 CFR 58.42 Notice Requirements for a Finding of No Significant Impact and 2) 24
CFR 58.70, Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds. The public is advised to
specify which notice their comments address, so that the Hawaii Housing Authority may
properly take into account the comments received.

On or about March 31, 1998 the Hawaii Housing Authority will request the U.S
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to release Federal funds under
Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, (P.L. 93-383, tobe
used for the following project:

Waimanalo Homes, HUD Project No. HI10-P001-025.

For the purpose of the Demolition and Redevelopment of Waimanalo Homes.
41-527 to 41-610 Humuniki Street, Waimanalo, Koolaupoko District, City and
County of Honolulu, Hawaii

Estimated funding amount totaling $8,080,000.

It has been determined that this action will not constitute an action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment and, accordingly, the above named
Hawaii Housing Authority has decided not to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (P.L. 91-190).

The reasons for such decision not to prepare such statement are as follows:
1) Findings, conclusion, and recommendations derived from the environmental

assessment process.
2) Findings, conclusion, and recommendations derived from consultations with

the project consultants.
3) Findings, conclusion, and recommendations derived from consultations with

agencies and groups during the environmental review process and permitting
process.

-1-
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