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Dear Mr. Gill: gg ~N 3
== 0
Subject: Negative Declaration for Sn. W 3]]
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Ulehawa Beach Park Site Improvements
Tax Map Key: 8-7-7: 1, Nanakuli, Oahu, Hawaii

it

The Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the comments
received during the 30-day public comment period which began on July 8, 1995.
The agency has determined that this project will not have significant
environmental effect and has issued a negative declaration. Please publish
Eh:? ggtice in the September 23, 1995, 0ffice of Environmental Quality Control

ulletin.

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Bulletin Publication Form and four
copies of the final Environmental Assessment.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. James T. Nakasone, Acting
Chief of Facilities Development Division, at 527-6306.
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DONA L. HANAIKE
Director
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FEDERAL
Department of the Army (U.S. Army Enginner District, Honolulu)
STATE OF HAWAII

Commission on Persons with Disabilities
Department of Health

Environmental Manangement Division
Department of Land and Natural Resources

Division of Forestry and Wildlife

Division of Land Management

Historic Preservation Division

Water and Land Development Division
Department of Transportation

Highways Division
Environmental Center, University of Hawaii
Office of State Planning

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

Board of Water Supply

Department of Land Utilization
Department of Public Works
Department of Transportation Services
Department of Wastewater Management
Planning Department

Police Department

OTHERS

GTE Hawaiian Telephone Company
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.
Waianae Neighborhood Board No. 24
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I PROPOSED PROJECT
A. Summary

The proposed action consists of site improvements to provide picnic areas within a portion
of the existing Ulehawa Beach Park, Area 1, in Nanakuli, Oahu (see Figure 1, p.4).

Proposed site improvements include the installation of several picnic tables, trash receptacles,
a drinking fountain, and construction of a low vehicular barrier wall. The proposed work
also includes grassing, tree planting, and installation of a manual irrigation system within the
project area which borders Farrington Highway, extending a distance of approximately 400-
feet in a Honolulu direction from the existing comfort station. The limit of work extends
from the Farrington Highway right-of-way line toward the ocean for a distance of 60-feet at
its widest point.

. Technical Characteristics

The project includes the preparation of construction documents for the proposed
construction work.

Construction work includes the following:

Installation of picnic tables with benches, including one which is handicapped accessible.

Installation of a handicapped accessible drinking fountain with accompanying dry well.

Provision of trash receptacles with anchor posts.

Tnstallation of a low grouted rock wall to provide a vehicle barrier, parallel to the

Farrington Highway right-of-way and extending 60-feet makai to the project limit.

Planting of grass and shade trees in the improved area of approximately 11,700 square

feet.

6. Installation of a manual irrigation system within the proposed picnic area of
approximately 8,700 square feet.

7. Installation of a temporary irrigation system, for grass establishment within the

remainder of the project area, adjacent to the existing comfort station and along the

vehicle barrier wall.

el S

W

. Economic Characteristics

The proposed site improvements, estimated at $1 19,500.00, will be paid for by capital
improvement funds of the City and County of Honolulu. The construction period is
anticipated to be between 1 to 2 months, notwithstanding inclement weather and other
unexpected conditions beyond the contractors control. The beach park property is currently
maintained by the City and County of Honolulu and will continue to be so after the proposed
site improvements are implemented.

No significant economic impact on the Nanakuli community is expected as a result of the
proposed improvements to the beach park.
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-D. Social Characteristics

Proposed site improvements will provide an area more conducive to picnics and gatherings
at the park. Implementation of the proposed action will not require the displacement of any
residents of the area. Nor will the community structure in the Nanakuli area be adversely

affected.

. Applicable L e Controls

P-2 Zoning - The property is designated P-2, General Preservation District, on the City and
County Land Use Ordinance Zoning Map. This zoning designation requires the preservation
and management of open space and recreational areas,

Required Shoreline Setback - Section 23-1.4 of Chapter 23, “Shoreline Setbacks”, of the
Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, 1990, establishes a 40-foot setback line from the certified

shoreline,

Special Management Area - The proposed project is in a special management area and,
therefore, subject to the regulations and procedures set forth in Chapter 25, Shoreline
Management, of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu.

Waianae Development Plan - The land use designation for the project site is “Park.”

Flood Hazard Zone - The project site is within Zone VE of the Flood Insurance Rate Map
(Panel 100 of 135), which is defined as a special flood hazard area inundated by 100-year
flood. Zone VE is subject to coastal floods with wave action and has a base flood elevation

of 12-feet.



II. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

A. Topography

Most of the property is relatively flat and ranges in elevation between 7and 10-feet above
mean sea level. Sand dunes, approximately 5 to 6-feet in height, run the length of the site,
between the proposed picnic area and the ocean. The dunes block most views of the water
from Farrington Highway. Ocean-side of the sand dune, a narrow beach gives way to rocks
and an emerging reef bench at the waterline. The bottom drops off quickly into deeper water
(John Clark, The Beaches of Oahu, 1977, p.85). The existing topography will not be
significantly affected by the proposed construction.

. Soils

Soils at Ulehawa Beach Park are predominantly fine grained, calcareous sand. These soils are
extremely permeable and have low shrink swell,

. Climate

Because the State of Hawaii does not maintain a weather station at Nanakuli, data for
Waianae, taken at an elevation of 10-feet, is used in this section. The average minimum
temperature for Waianae is 66.7 F and the average maximum temperature is 85.4 F. The
average annual rainfall is 20.4 inches. Predominant winds blow northwesterly,

. Drainage and Water Resources

Ulehawa Channel fies to the south of the project site. Contours within the proposed project
area roughly parallel Farrington Highway, with a ridge along the existing sand dune which
separates the project area from the ocean. Surface drainage runs from the sand dune toward
Farrington Highway and will not be significantly impacted by this project. Any site rainfall
runoff will pass through weep holes or openings in the proposed vehicle barrier wall. Thus,
existing drainage patterns will remain unobstructed.

. Shoreline and Offshore Conditions

The location of the shoreline at the proposed site was determined through a field survey by
the Advance Planning Division of the Department of Parks and Recreation. See attached
Site Plan, Figure 2, for shoreline location. All proposed work will be at least 60° from the
shoreline and separated from the beach by the exsiting sand dune.

Near shore waters at Ulehawa Beach Park are classified as Class A by the State Department
of Health. Class A waters are used for recreation, aesthetic appreciation, and the
propagation of aquatic life,
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The beach is known as a “consistent winter site for beginning surfers” and is “usable with
west and northwest swell” (VTN Pacific, Inc., Waian rfing Sit 1983,
p.33). The surf site known as “Ulehawas” is located makai of the bridge which spans the
Ulehawa Channel. Apparently, freshwater runoff from Ulehawa Stream has smoothed-out
the reef shelf directly infront of the Channel, thus creating more rideable waves than in areas
south and north of the Channel. It is reported that “children from Nanakulj often play and
bodysurf here” (Clark, p.85).

The City and County groundskeeper at the park stated that Ulehawa Beach Park is a popular
fishing area. He also said that people often drive their vehicles on the beach and sand dunes.
Vehicles were observed parked on the beach during the consultants site visits.

. Natural Hazards

According to the Oahu Shoreline Study, Ulehawa Beach is “stable under normal conditions,
but is subject to storm wave erosion” (Sea Engineering, Inc., Oahu Shoreline Study Part T,
Data on Beach Changes, 1988, p.52). The area lacks a defined fringing reef which would
protect the shoreline from storm surf However, during normal conditions, the beachrock
may serve to stabilize the beach as it protects the shoreline from full exposure to wave
energy.

During a 30-year period, between 1949 and 1979, the beach at Ulehawa was stable. The net
change in the location of the vegetation line was measured as under two-feet at four of five

transects that were analyzed (Dennis Hwang, Beach Changes on Qahu as Revealed by Aerial

Photographs, 1981, p.118).

From 1977 to 1988, however, four transects at Ulehawa Beach Park indicated severe erosion
(12 to 35 feet), while one transect showed no change. The erosion was probably due to
Hurricane Iwa which inundated the Waianae coast in 1982, The subject property lies
between two of the transects, which exhibited changes in the location of the vegetation line
of minus 15 feet (south of Ulehawa Channel) and minus 22 feet (north of Ulehawa Channel).
At the time the Oahu Shoreline Study was written in 1988, its author observed that the

coastline appeared to be “slowly recovering” (Qahu Shoreline Study, Part I, p.52).

To the best of our knowledge, there is no beach erosion data for Ulehawa Beach Park since
Hurricane Iniki hit the island in 1992, The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers indicated that their
site team did not observe any major spots of beach erosion in the Nanakuli area ater
Hurricane Iniki. Floodline elevations for Nanakuli were not gathered by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (phone conversation, May 17, 1995),



G. Vegetation

No rare species of plants were observed on the property. A total of three Kiawe (Prosopis
pallida) and three Sea Grape (Coccoloba uvifera)trees are located adjacent to, or within, the
proposed project area. These species were introduced to Hawaii by human action. All six
trees will be retained.

H. Fauna

No rare native fauna was observed on site.

I. Existing Land Uses

The subject portion of Ulehawa Beach Park is relatively undeveloped. There are six trees on
the site and scattered grass. Approximately 200 feet north of the proposed picnic site are an
existing comfort station and parking lot. A City and County of Honolulu bus stop is situated
i in front of the proposed project area on Farrington Highway.

The proposed work is anticipated to improve the parks use and preservation. Much-needed
shade will be provided, as well as site amenities including picnic tables and a drinking
fountain. Though users will have to park further from the shore, the vehicle barrier wall will
' assist in protecting park users, and preserving the beach and sand dunes.

J. Historic Sites and Archaeological Resources

The State Historic Preservation Division of the Department of Land and Natural Resources
verified the absence of any known historic sites at the project location and that, therefore, the
proposed site improvements will have “no effect on historic sites” (see Appendix A,

comment letter from State Historic Preservation Division, Department of Land and Natural
Resources). If historic sites, including human burials, are uncovered by construction
activities, all work in the vicinity will be halted and the Historic Preservation Division will be
contacted.

e Rt + P A o W o kT A e B e AT T

The comfort station is serviced by a 2-inch domestic cold water line, connected to an existing
8-inch water main which parallels Farrington Highway. A 12-foot wide sewer easement
containing & 30-inch sewer line runs parallel to the property line and abuts the proposed
project area. The comfort station is serviced by an existing cesspool.

L. Air Quality, Noise and Nuisances

There will be no significant long-term increases in air or noise pollution at the subject portion
of Ulehawa Beach Park.
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Short-term noise and air pollution may be generated during construction. The contractor will
be expected to keep construction noise levels within that permitted by Title 11 of the
Department of Health Administrative Rules, Chapters 42 and 43. Construction work will be
allowed only during daytime hours, and no work shall be performed at any time on
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays without prior notice to, and receipt of approvals from, the
Chief Engineer, City and County of Honolulu. The contractor will be expected to keep the
project site and surrounding areas free from dust nuisance.

. Traffic and Noise

Farrington Highway fronts Ulehawa Beach Park. No work is planned within the Farrington
Highway right-of-way.

At the subject portion of the beach park, the highway is four lanes wide and undivided. The
Traffic Operations section of the Department of Transportation does not have on file current
carrying capacities for Farrington Highway (phone conversation, May 16, 1995),

Traffic statistics show that peak flows in the project area coincide with standard work
schedules. Peak morning traffic occurs from 6:15 to 7:15 am. Total volume during this
period is 680 cars travelling to Makaha and 1,691 to Honolulu. Peak afternoon traffic occurs
between 3:30 to 4:30 pm. Total volume during this hour is 1,833 cars to Makaha and 1,056
to Honolulu (Department of Transportation, statistics gathered March 22-23, 1993, at the
intersection of Farrington Highway and Lualualei Naval Road).

Neither peak hour is expected to be a prime use period for the park facilities. Peak use of the
park will most likely occur during non-rush hour periods. Traffic congestion is, therefore, not
anticipated.
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III. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

The proposed project, which was requested by the local community, will provide a small picnic
area which is reasonably safe from vehicular traffic. The use and community enjoyment of this
park will be improved without significantly impacting Ulehawa Beach or traffic on adjacent
Farrington Highway. Installation of a low vehicle barrier wall will deter cars from driving on
the sand dunes, thus protecting park users and the longevity of the beach.

A. Drainage Runoff and Storm Water Discharge

Drainage runoff and storm water discharge, in conjunction with construction activities, are
potential sources of ocean pollution. The contractor will be required to utilize Best
Management Practices which are in accordance with guidelines for stormwater runoff, set
forth by the Department of Public Works and specified in the City and County of Honolulu
Engineering and Policy Memorandum No. 5-92, February 16, 1993, and in the Project
Contract Specifications. Approved measures, utilized during construction, shall prevent
runoff from entering directly into the ocean and should control sediment-laden runoff from
leaving the site. They shall be prepared during the design stage of the work and submitted to
the Department of Public Works, City and County of Honolulu, for approval. Such
measures may include sediment traps or silt fences for off-site point(s) of discharge,
stabilized construction entrance for ingress and egress, and perimeter runoff control.

B. Noise and Air Pollution
. Noise and air pollution generated during construction will be short-term and negligible.
Operations will be restricted to normal daylight working hours and limited to specified areas.
Contractors are expected to comply with State Department of Health Regulations, Chapter
43, Community Noise Contro! for Oahu and Chapter 42, Vehicular Noise Control for Oahu.

C. Dust Nuisance

The contractor will be required to keep dust nuisance during construction to a minimum, as
stated in Title 11 of the State Department of Health, Chapters 59 and 60.

10



IV. DETERMINATION AND SUPPORTING REASONS

The proposed project will not result in any significant environmental impact and, therefore, an
environmental impact statement is not required. This determination is based on the following
reasons:
A. Proposed Project Scope:
The proposed project is relatively small, encompassing not more than 12,000 square
feet, and requires minimal grading work. Proposed site improvements are of a limited
nature, consisting mainly of the addition of picnic furniture and a low vehicle barrier wall,
grassing and tree planting, and installation of a manual irrigation system,
B. Setback from Shoreline:
All proposed work will occur at least 60-feet from the shoreline, inland of the sand dune.
C. Drainage:
Because of the small project area and the limited amount of new paving involved, runoff will
not be significantly affected. The sites natural topography will drain water runoff toward
Farrington Highway, away from the ocean, or water will percolate down into the ground.
D. Mitigation of Short-term Impacts:
Any noise and air pollution (including dust) generated by construction activities will be
controlled as called for in State regulations. Noise levels will be maintained within permitted

ranges and construction will occur only during normal daytime hours.

The contractor will be required to utilize Best Management Practices to prevent runoff from
entering the ocean during the construction period.

E. Absence of Adverse Long-term Impacts:

There are no adverse long-term impacts. To the contrary, positive impacts will be afforded
with the addition of a shady picnic area for residents of the area.

11
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APPENDIX A: CONSULTATION COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
e e VIR TTON LOVIVIENTS AND RESPONSES

The following list indicates the agencies and organizations which were sent a copy of the draft
Environmental Assessment. A total of 13 comment letters were received. The comment letters,
with responses from the Department of Parks and Recreation, are included in this section.

CONSULTED PARTIES PROVIDED COMMENTS
FEDERAL
Dept. of the Army (U.S. Army Engineer District, Honolulu) ... Yes +~
STATE OF HAWAII
Commission on Persons with Disabilities ....................o.ooooo..... Yes v~
Dept. of Health ........oovimveeviieeeeeeceer e Yes *
Environmental Management Division ..o, No
Dept. of Land and Natural Resources,
Division of Forestry and Wildlife .................coooovovovo. No
Division of Land Management ..................ocooooooooooooo No
Historic Preservation Division ................oooeovvevoooooo, Yes
Dept. of Transportation ..............c.eeeevveeeroresvsoooooeoesoeoseoonns Yes
Environmental Center, University of Hawaii .......................... No
Office of Environmental Quality Control ..o Yes v~
Office of State Planning .................o.coovvvoooooooo Yes ./

Board of Water Supply ............cccccveeeommmrerereeeneeooooeoon Yes
Dept. of Land Utilization ...............oovvmvveveeosooooeooooooo No
Dept. of Public WOrks ...........ccoocvvmeeeeeeeseeeosoeeeooooooo Yes v
Dept. of Transportation Services .................oooovvooooooosooooonn Yes *
Dept. of Wastewater Management .................oooovoooooooo Yes
Planning DEPArtment ...............ceeveeeeeereermnsssoossooooooooosoon Yes /
Police DEPAItMENt ............uocveiieeeceecereenreessesee oo, Yes
OTHERS
GTE Hawaiian Telephone COmpany ..o No
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. ..............cooovovovooooooo No
Waianae Neighborhood Board No. 24 ..o No

* Indicates comment letter was received, but agency or organization had either “no comment” or
“no comment at this time”.

12
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