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Director LITY ¢

Office of Environmental
Quality Control
Central Pacific Plaza
220 South King Street, 4th Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Choy:
Subject: Negative Declaration for
New Ewa II Elementary School
TMK 9~1-10:02 Portion

The Department of Accounting and General Services has not

received any comments during the 30-day public comment period

which began on December 8, 1992. The agency has determined
that this project will not have significant environmental
effect and has issued a negative declaration. Please publish
this notice in the February 8, 1993 QOEQC Bulletin.

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Bulletin Publication
Form and four copies of the final EA. If there are any
questions, please have your staff call Mr. Stanley S. Ichioka
of the Planning Branch at 586-0487.

GORDON MATSUOKA
ate Public Works Engineer
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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
NEW EWA II ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
JANUARY 11, 1993

A, PROPOSTING AGENCY: Department of Accounting and General
Services for the Department of Education.

B. APPROVING AGENCY: Not applicable.

C. AGENCIES CONSULTED: The following agencies and organiza-
tions were consulted (Paragraph I, References 1 and 3).

1l. Federal

a. National Weather Services
b. U. 8. Navy

2. State of Hawaii

Department of Education
Department of Agriculture
Department of Transportation
Department of Health

aQom

3. City and County of Honolulu

Board of Water Supply
Department of Public Works, Wastewater Division

Department of Transportation
Department of General Planning
Department of Land Utilization
Department of Parks and Recreation
Department of Taxation

. » s

QHO AL TE

4. Organizations

a. Gentry Development Company

b. ©Qahu Sugar Company
¢. Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Association

D. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE TECHNICAL, SOCIO-ECONOMICS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS:

1. Technical

a. The Department of Education (DOE) proposes to
design and construct a new elementary school in
the New Ewa Gentry project area in Ewa, Oahu.
The extensive development (current/future) of
this area requires the addition of at least one
new elementary school with a capacity to accom-
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modate 850 students. Eight acres of land for the
proposed school site will be acquired as follows:
six acres to be donated by Gentry plus two acres
to be purchased by the State of Hawaii. It
should be noted that Gentry submitted an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) for the entire Ewa
by Gentry project development area, including a
site and enrollment requirements for the new
school. The EIS was accepted by the Department
of General Planning, City and County of Honolulu
in April 1988. However, the proposed school site
at that time was identified at a location approx-
imately 400 feet west of Fort Weaver Road and
1,600 feet north of Geiger Road. The report also
indicated that Gentry proposed to donate seven
acres of land for the school site. The proposed
school site has been changed to a location
approximately 1,000 feet north of Iroguois Point
Road and 1,400 feet east of Fort Weaver Road,

and the land to be donated by Gentry is now

six acres. The school will consist of reinforced
concrete/masonry buildings for 49 classroCms;
cafeteria; library and administration buildings;
concrete walkways; playgrounds/fields; and paved
parking lots, driveways and access roads.

A master plan will be prepared to provide a
detailed layout of the school facilities for the
design phase. Alternate schemes will be evalu-
ated to arrive at the most efficient and cost
effective plan. The design to construct the
school facilities will be initiated after the
master plan is completed and approved. The final
phase is to complete construction of the school
facilities to meet a September 1995 opening date.

2. Socio-Economics

a.

The donation and purchase of land will provide an
adequate school site for the DOE. The site meets
all applicable State land use and County zoning
regulations. The design/construction will be
accomplished in compliance with applicable State,
County and Federal regulations to protect public
health and the environment.
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3.

The eight acres of land owned by Gentry is
bresently part of the tax base. Transfer of the
land to the State will result in a lower tax

base.

The design/construction of the school will create
employment opportunities; however, it will not be
of sufficient magnitude to create new jobs and

substantially impact the economy of the community

and State.

Operation and maintenance of the school will
Create some permanent job opportunities; however,
the impact on the econcmy and welfare of the
community and State will not be very significant.

The new school will provide new school facilities
to meet the educational needs of the community
and State.

Educational programs (i.e. arts/crafts, sports,
etc.) at the new school may indirectly bolster
the economy and welfare of the community.

Building permits, utilities connection permits,
etc. and access easements (utility lines and
roadways) will be obtained to complete
design/construction.

Public funds will be used for the construction
and operation of the new school. The costs are
unknown at this time.

Environmental

a.

The proposed action will not create any major
longfterm adverse environmental impacts.

During construction (1) the air quality at the
site may be affected by dust and exhaust emis-
sions; (2) the noise levels will be affected from
the use of large trucks, heavy equipment and
construction activities at the site; and (3) soil
erosion by rain and wind could occur in areas
which are cleared for buildings, parking lots,
driveways, play areas, etc.
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c. The above impacts are expected to be temporary
and minimal since County, State and Federal
regulations must be met to limit the effects on
the environment.

d. The proposed action will convert land which was
formerly canefields, now sparsely vegetated with
weeds and small bushes, into a site with perma-
nent school facilities.

e. The proposed action will inevitably increase
vehicular and pedestrian traffic when the site is
converted into a new school site.

f. Existing water and sewer infrastructure facili-
ties will be utilized by the proposed school.
Therefore, the proposed action will not produce
waste products which could adversely affect the
water or wastewater quality.

E. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING
SITE MAPS:

1. Site

The proposed site (TMK 9-1-10:02 Portion) is located
approximately 1,000 feet north of Iroquois Point Road
and 1,400 feet east of Fort Weaver Road. With the
exception of the Ewa makail portion of the Gentry
project, all of the planned development is within a
mile radius from the school site. Area and location
maps of the site are provided by Attachments 1 and 2.

2. Topography and Soils

The site is essentially flat and its elevation varies
between 20 feet to 40 feet above mean sea level (MSL).
The average ground slope is less that 1%. The predom-
inant soils in the area are classified as Honouliuli
silty clay, Mamala stony silty clay and Ewa silty clay
loams.

3. Flora and Fauna
The site is sparsely vegetated with weeds and small

bushes. No habitat of endangered species (flora or
fauna) are known to exist at the site.
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10.

Sianificant Habitats

M e e e ————————————

There are no known unigque habitats found on the site.

Historical/Archaeoloqical/Cultural Sites

No historical, archaeological or cultural sites are
known to exist on the site. The presence of any of
these sites of any significance on the surface or
subsurface is highly unlikely because of the contin-
uous cane cultivation over the past 70 years.

Flood Hazard

The site is on an area designated as Zone D (areas in
which flood hazard is undetermined) by the Federal
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) dated September 28,
1880.

Tsunami

The site is at a distance of about one mile from the
nearest tsunami inundation zone. it is not in a
Special Management Area {SMA).

Wetlands

The site in not in a wetland area.

Air Quality

Air quality data is gathered and documented by the
State Department of Health. The nearest sampling
stations to the proposed action site are at Barbers
Point and Pearl City. The recorded data at these
stations indicate that there are no major air pollu-
tion problems in the area. ndditionally, because of
prevailing trade winds and the lack of air pollution
sources in the immediate area, the air quality at the
site is good. In 1987, samples of carbon monoxide
emissions at the Kunia H-1 interchange (1.5 miles from
the site) showed levels which were well below the
State air quality standards.

Noise

The site is about 1.2 miles northeast from the U. S.

Naval Air Station Barbers Polnt airfield and 1.5 miles
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from the U. 8. Air Force Hickam Base. The noise
impact from aircraft is a major concern resulting in
numerous studies conducted in the Ewa area. The
results from these studies are shown graphically on
Attachment 3. The graph shows the average day-night
level (LDN) for the Ewa district. The proposed action
site is outside of the 60 LDN level, which is consid-
ered an acceptable level by EPA standards for residen-
tial use. Note: The base level is 45 decibels and
the initial threshold is 20 above the base or 65.

60 LDN is below the threshold. While 60 is an accep-
table level, the proposed action site is in an area
where the noise level is expected to be 55 and below.
Attachment 4 shows a summary of the Federal noise
guidelines and standards. The standards indicate that
the noise levels from aircraft operations will not
adversely affect the site of the proposed action.

IDENTIFTCATION AND SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACT (SIGNIFICANCE
CRITERIA) AND ALTERNATIVES:

Identification/Summary of Major Impacts (Significance
Criteria).

a. Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or

destruction of any natural or cultural rescurces.

No known natural or cultural resources have been
found at the site.

b. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the
environment.

The proposed action will provide educational
benefits to the community and State by preventing
overcrowding of students at the existing schools
and providing adequate school facilities at a
convenient location. The proposed action will
not curtail beneficial uses of the environment in
the area.

c. Conflicts with the State's long-term environ-

mental policies or goals and guidelines.

The proposed action will be designed/constructed
in compliance with State, County and Federal
regulations. No conflict with the State's long-
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term environmental policies, goals and guidelines
is expected.

substantially affects the economic OL social
welfare of the community or State.

No adverse economic or social problems are
anticipated by construction of the proposed
action. The new school will provide employment
opportgnities to operate and maintain the school,

including administration, faculty, service and
maintenance personnel.

substantially affects public health.

The proposed action will be designed/constructed
in compliance with State, county and Federal
regulations. No conflict with public health
policies is expected.

Involves substantial secondary affects., such _as
s on public

population changes OT effect
facilities.

Ll e

No change in population is expected as a result
of the proposed action. The new schoo} will have

no adverse effects on other public facilities in
the immediate and gurrounding areas.

Involves a substantial degradation of environ=
mental quality.

The proposed action will not generate waste
products which would adversely degrade the
quality of the environment.

Te individually 1imited but cumulatively has
ct upon_ the environment O

considerable affe P

involves a commitment for larger actions.

The proposed action is not part of a larger
action which would generate more harmful waste

products to effect the environment.
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2.

G. PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES:

i. Substantially affects a rare, threatened or

endangered species. or its habitat.

There are ho known rare, threatened or endangered
species or habitat at the site which would be
affected by the proposed action.

j. Detrimentally affects air or water quality or
ambient noise levels.

ambilelilt iV o= === ===

short-term effects on air quality and noise are
anticipated during construction of the proposed
action.

k. Affect on environmentally sensitive area, such _as

a f£lood plain, +sunami zone, erosion-prone area,
geologicallv hazardous land, estuary, freshwater -

or coastal waters.

The proposed action is not located in a flood
plain, tsunami zone, wetland or SMA. There are
no sensitive environmental areas at the site
which could be affected.

Alternatives.

B A e e e et

a. Taking no action was considered unacceptable
because it would not resolve the shortage of
school facilities for the projected increase in
students.

b. Utilizing existing schools was also considered
unacceptable because the schools would be
overcrowded.

1.

Flood Hazard.

The school drainage system will be constructed to
adequately dispose of surface runoff (rainwater) with
grading, drainage structures and disposal means (e.qg.
sump pumps, ejectors, etc.). Therefore, flooding from
heavy rainfalls will be mitigated.




Final Environmental Assessment Page 9
New Ewa II Elementary School

2. Air Quality.

Short-term effect on air quality, primarily dust, can
be anticipated during construction of the proposed
action. Dust will be unavoidable, temporary and
intermittent. The effects will occur on the site as
well as on the roadways requiring utility and road
improvements. Dust concentrations can be maintained
with various construction methods, including water
wagons. Dust and exhaust emission concentrations are
limited by State and Federal regulationms.

3. Noise.

Short-term noise during construction of the proposed
action will also be unavoidable, temporary and
intermittent. The effects will occur on the site as
well as on the roadways requiring utility and road
improvements. Noise levels from heavy equipment and
construction activities will adhere to the required
State Department of Health and OSHA Standards.

H. DETERMINATION:

The proposed action site is essentially free of flood,
tsunami and erosion hazards. No rare or endangered species
of flora are known to exist at the site. No rare or
endangered species of fauna are knows to inhabit the site.
There are no recorded archaeological or historical sites
within the site. Short-term effects on the air and noise
quality will be unavailable, temporary and intermittent
during construction of the proposed action; however, they
will be mitigated to meet County, State and Federal regula-
tions with various construction methods. On the basis of
the assessments made herein, it is concluded that the
proposed action will not have any significant effect on the
environment.

I. REFERENCES:

1. Ewa Gentry Final Environmental Impact Statement report
prepared by Gray, Hong, Bills & Associates, Inc.,
April 1988.
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2. §ite Evaluation and Environmental Assessment report
for the New Ewa II Elementary School prepared by
Management Planning and administration Consultants,
Inc., October 1990.

3. Pre-Final Site Evaluation and Environmental Assessment :
report for Ewa II Elementaly School prepared by '
comprehensive Consultant gervices of Hawaii, September

1992.




ARE A

RAMUKL #T,

0AHU

MAP 1

AREA .

@|Tn"

ATTACEMENT 1




]

Paari Lagend
Harbor “Twa gantay
West W oocuEST  SOUNDARY

D scHaaL  SITE

/

WU MEasE tong

R =

- Fernandezs) S 1| A
. Villaga "-‘-\/Cj% v
, wa kR0 '&"."
" (s)

ot
2

N ...=="?':‘\\.fi‘<§‘. R
Tanney ot AN T J
Village \4-"{ _}Hentc:&é// :
1 Vlllager_._u// A\

BARBERS POINT
NAVAL AR STATION

L —
WA GINTRY PMOUELCT BOUNOSAT

ATTACHMENT 2

. MAP 2 0 1000 2000 FEET 40004\' cCcsS H
SITE LOCATION P ey ™ — )




€ INAHIOVLIV,

Ay NE
1OKISKY VA3 H1IL NI LM
SAH0Z “VUNAIOJ 1NEA0IV NV
LOMILSKY VM3 30 (L HEHILUM
INCFY) §13ADT ISON 1HON-AVA AOVHIA

77 2anby,

”w T 03 & f.
s rome R R, /N
0l a@*mf\: e

» -‘
padrl 2.
(2N

-l

et \ 2 ; .u .J /_J

. o ............,,..;...m..mv../ RN
=Yoot FEZU RN Q///u
| PPt NN

I

v.m~ R

s,
Y
-

"
™,

* _...
NN
¥ A AL\

»

o o o S o




SUMMARY C£F FEOERAL NOISE GUIDELINE

TAGLE " 2.3

-

)

HOISE I0HE CLASSIFICATION

AND STANCARODS

Naise Descriatar HUD Hoise
Noise OHLl L‘q(hcur]: uer® S;and;rds
Exposure Day-Xight Averige . Kaise ezpesure e Aev
Class Scund Level Cauivalenc Forecast Residencial
Saund Level Oevelopacnt
Hiniazl Hot Ezceeding Hoe Ezceeding Mot Exceeding ] :
Exposure 55 L1 20
3 "icceptablen
Haderate kbave 55 But Abave 35 Bue Above 25 Buc '
Czposure Hat £zceeding ¥ot Liceeding Hot Lzceeding
65 85 0
dbave 55 Above 55 Abave 10
Hot Exceading Kat E1creding Not Ezceeding
Significane 70 1q s “Norsally
xposure Unacceptable”
Abave 70 Buc Above 70 Buc Abave 15 Buc
Mot Ezcreding Mot Eiceeding Hot Exceeding
15 15 1%
Above 75 But Above 79 But .
. . Hat Exceeding
Hot Exceeding dot Excreding o5
2Q S0
Severs _
b »
Ezposure Above 30 2ut Above 30 Jut Abave 45 Sue Unacceptatble
: Hot £zceeding Not Ezceeding Nat Czectding
35 35 50
Abore 335 Above 85 | Abave 8

l!:MEL - Coamunity Hoise Cquivalent Level (California only} uses the saae values.

2300. 00T, and £PA recognizr Lyq o S5.d8 as a geal for outdaors ia residentizl areas in.protecting the ?ubli:
heslth and welfare with 3n adequate aargin of safety (Refereace: EPL "Levels® Oocuaent.) Mowever, it is
mot a requlatoey geal. It 33 a level defined by 3 negotiatad seientific camsensus without conczen For
ecanoxic and technological feasibility or the necds and desires of 2ay particular comaunity.

3‘l’he-'l-'uhr:l Highway Adainistration (FHYA) noise policy uses this decriptor 33 2n 1lternative to Lig {neise
level exceeded ten percent of the tise) in connection with its pelicy far highuay aeiae sicigation. The

Legldesign hour] i3 equivalent to DHL hours; 2) traffic between 10 p.2. 3nd 7 2.a. daes not exceed Fifteen
percent of the averzge daily traffic flow in vehicles per 26 hours. Under these coaditions OHL equals

Lig - I decibels, -
‘For use in 3irpert envirsns only; is nov being superceded by OHL.

Scurce: Federal [atersgency Camaittee on Urban Noise - "Guidelines for Considering Xoise in Land Use
Planning and Control™ <« KIIS PESI-214124, Juse 1381,

ATTACHMENT 4
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