DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

650 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAII #6813

FRANK F.FASL
MAYOR

R F r‘ _:- SR SAM CALLEJO

' DIRECTOR AND CHICF ENGINEER

IN REPLY REFER TO:

91 06T -4 AI1:53 91-11-0253

Mr. Brian J. J. Choy, Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
220 South King Street, 4th Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear M o%

Subject: Notice of Negative Declaration for the Kaneohe Stream Ramp at Kamehameha
Highway. Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax Map Key: 4-5-18

The Department of Public Works has reviewed the environmental assessment for the Kaneohe
Stream Ramp at Kamehameha Highway, and has determined that the project will not have any

significant impacts on the environment. Based on our determination, we are filing 2 Notice of
Negative Declaration for this project.

Enclosed are four (4) copies of the Notice of Negative Declaration.

Please contact Jolie Nishikawa at 523-4041 with any questions you may have in regard to this
matter. Thank you.

Very ffuly yours,

SAM CALLEJO
Director and Chief Engineer

Encl.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

NOTICE OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION

FOR THE
K KANEOHE STREAM MAINTENANCE RAMP
AT KAMEHAMEHA HIGHWAY
KANEOHE, OAHU, HAWAL =~ -
| TAX MAP KEY: 4-5-18 : -? ??:
| 2 3

This document is prepared pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS;, o

.
L

PROPOSING AGENCY: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
650 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: C MQRN«Q %M 10 lg

SAM CALLEJO DATE
Director and Chief Engineer

PREPARED BY
DIVISION OF ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE

The proposed project involves the construction of a reinforced concrete maintenance
ramp from the embankment near Kamehameha Highway into Kaneohe Stream (see

Appendix B - Site Map).

The existing Kaneohe Stream maintenance ramp at Keneke Street will not provide
access alopg the entire length of Kaneohe Stream due to the existence of a prohibitively
large velority drop approximately 610 feet mauka of Kamehameha Highway. A
maintenance access ramp near Kamehameha Highway is needed to provide access to
that sectior and the section downstream of the proposed land site.

A temporsry maintenance ramp is presently located at the site of the proposed project.
A permanent reinforced concrete maintenance ramp is desired because: 1) the existing
one must b€ removed after maintenance activities are completed and 2) the temporary
ramp is subject to washouts during periods of high stream flow.

The objective of this project is to provide a permanent all-weather concrete maintenance
access ramp to facilitate stream maintenance operations and provide access for

emergency situatiop;';.
DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The proposed project is located in Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii (TMK: 4-5-18: 002} along
Kaneohe Stream near Kamehameha Highway. The project area is approximately 12
miles from the State Capitol in Honolulu (see Appendix A - Location Map). The
project area is zoned residential. The section of Kaneohe Stream in this area is zoned

preservation-

The average annual rainfall in this area is 45 inches per year. The rainy season falls
during the winter months from November to March, The average temperature varies

from 68 degrees to 80 degrees.

Kaneohe Stréam is a perennial stream with unimproved banks and invert in the project
area. Upstream of the project area the stream has walls and an unlined invert,
However, a section of the invert in the vicinity of the Kamehameha Highway bridge is
lined. Downstream of the project site the stream is unimproved.

The stream provides a water habitat for aquatic species such as small freshwater fish,
'o’opu nakes, Waterbirds, tadpoles, and insect and mosquito larvae. There is some
vegetation in the stream near the project site (long grass and a few small weeds),

Wildlife in the project area consists of the usual common birds found in built-up areas
of Honolulu, 2nd no rare or endangered species are known to frequent the lands

adjacent to the proposed project.
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There are no known archaeological or historical sites in the immediate project area, A
search of the Hawaii Register of Historic Places 1987, indicates that the closest
historical site is the Kanohuluiwi Pond (Identification No. 80-10-344) located
approximately 4000 feet north of the project site,

AGENCIES CONSULTED IN MAKING THIS ASSESSMENT

Copies of this environmental assessment will be sent to the following agencies for
review:

A City and County of Honolulu

1. Department of General Planning
2 Department of Land Utilization

B. State of Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources

1.

2. Department of Health
3. Office of State Planning
u.

C. S. Government
1. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
2, Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers

D. Other

1. Kaneohe Neighborhood Board No. 30

Appendix D contains comments on the environmental assessment. After two months of
review time no comments were received from the Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Kaneohe Neighborhood Board No. 30. The Department of
Land and Natural Resources responded by telephone on September 24, 1991. The
Department had no comments on the environmental assessment and did not require an
EIS.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT'S TECHNICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

The construction of the maintenance ramp will entail the excavation of material from
the stream embankment perpendicular to the stream to provide a 15% ramp slope,

construction of concrete retaining walls and ramp slab (see Appendix C - Plan). The
ramp is to be approximately 60 feet in length. The project also includes extension of
the existing stream lining from the existing invert lining to a point 50 feet beyond the
ramp.




No adverse hydraulic effects are expected to result from the construction of the new
maintenance ramp because the cross-section of the stream will not be reduced.

The project has an estimated construction cost of $300,000. It is anticipated that
construction will begin in the summer of 1992 and will take approximately 90 calendar
days to complete. Capital Improvement Program funds for FY 92 will be utilized for
the project.

The project will not require the displacement or relocation of any people.

The ramp will be constructed on property belonging to the City and County of
Honolulu under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

The stream channel alteration permit for the construction of the maintenance ramp will
be required from the State Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Permit requirements from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the State Department of
Health and the Office of State Planning will be satisfied.

IDENTIFICATION AND SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACTS AND PROPOSED
MITIGATION MEASURES

The environmental impact of the propased project will be limited to the construction
phase and may include the following temporary, unavoidable, adverse environmental
effects:

A Dust and Noise Emission: The discharge of dust into the atmosphere may occur
during the construction period. This is, however, only a short-term effect on the
environment. Dust will be reduced and controlled through the application of
water and/or other appropriate methods, The specifications will contain
provisions that will require the Contractor to prevent dust nuisance at all times
and have sufficient equipment and manpower at the job site to accomplish this.

Noise will be generated by construction equipment such as backhoes and trucks,
The increase in noise level by construction equipment cannot be avoided, but
will be controlled and limited to normal working daylight hours. The Contractor
will be required to obtain a Community Noise Permit pursuant to Chapter 43 of
the State Public Health Regulations and shall comply with the provisions of
Chapter 42, Vehicular Noise Control for Oahu. Individuals that may be
adversely affected by the construction noises will be residents of the surrounding
community. The sound level from equipment noise has been estimated for
locations at various distances from the work area. The results may be
summarized as follows:




Distance from Sound Level

Location Project dBa

Ncarqst residence 200 feet 79 dB

Nearest church 1,600 feet 61 dB

Nearest school 700 feet 68 dB

Nearest medical 3,000+ feet 55 dB

center

Nearest playpround 100 feet 85 dB

Nearest library 300 feet 75 dB

B. Water Pollution: Construction will be scheduled during the dry season (summer

months) and provisions will be made to divert or transfer water around the work
area. This may be accomplished through the use of diversion ditches, pumps,
sandbags, etc. This will minimize erosion and sedimentation during construction
activities.

The Contractor will be required to properly dispose of wash and dust control
water and to take other precautionary actions during the course of construction
operations to preclude the discharge of petrochemical products from construction
equipment into the stream.

Proper construction methods will be used to minimize disturbance to the stream
bed, and prevent the entrance of debris and other deleterious materials into the
water.

Archaeological Deposits: Since the construction involves cutting back the stream
bank in an unimproved stream, the possibility that archaeological deposits may be
impacted has been recognized. The specifications will require the Contractor to
contact the Historic Sites Section of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources in the event that such deposits are encountered.

Disturbance to Marine Life: Since construction will occur in the summer (low
flow months) the fish and wildlife usage of the stream will be limited and the
impact is not considered to be significantly adverse,

The Contractor will be required to provide some continuous flow around the
project site to facilitate the movement of aquatic life along the length of the
stream.




ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

‘The following courses of action were considered: (1) no action, (2) a permanent
maintenance ramp at another location, and (3) the proposed project.

Alternative 1: If no action is taken, it will be difficult to perform maintenance work in
some sections of Kaneohe Stream due to lack of permanent vehicular access.

Alternative 2: Other locations for the proposed ramp have been considered. The
construction of the ramp at other locations along the stream would require the purchase
of residential property or the use of land which has been zoned for preservation-

Alternative 3: Completion of the proposed project will enable maintenance personnel
to more effectively maintain the channel using vehicles and motorized equipment. As a
result, maintenance work may be done at a comparatively lower cost utilizing in-house

forces.

DETERMINATION

After preparing an environmental assessment, we have determined that the proposed
project will not have a significant impact on the environment, and an environmental

impact statement will not be prepared.
REASONS FOR SUPPORTING DETERMINATION

Based on the criteria, the policies, guidelines, and provisions of Chapters 342, 343, and
344, HRS, the reason supporting the Negative Declaration determination is that the
proposed project will not:

- affect rare or endangered species of flora or fauna.

- affect any natural or cultural resources.

- affect undeveloped lands.

- conflict with existing land use and development plans.

- bave significant long term effect on air quality, water quality or ambient Doise
levels.

- displace any residences or businesses. .

- be located in close proximity to any known natural, historic, or archaeological
sites. :
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August 22, 1991

MEMORANDUM

TO: - LLEJO, DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ENGINEER
- DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

FROM:  BENJAMIN B. LEE, CHIEF PLANNING OFFICER

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL PLANNING

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS FOR STREAM MAINTENANCE
RAMPS FOR KAMOOALII, KANEOHE, KEAAHALA, MANOA-PALOLO
AND NIU STREAMS, OAHU, HAWATI

This is in response to your letters of July 31, 1991 requesting

The anticipated *mpacts of each ¢of the propeosed actions, based

comment on the Environmental Assessments for stream maintenance
ramps along:

. Kamooalii Stream Maintenance Ramp near the end of
Apuakea Street "

. Kaneohe Stream Maintenance Ranp at Kamehameha Highway
. Keaahala Stream Maintenance Ramp at Kamehameha Highway
. Manoa-Palolo Stream Maintenance Ramp at Koali Road

* Niu Stream Maintenance ﬁamp Velocity Drops

on their respective environmental assessments (EA)} are not
significant enough to warrant preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) as determined by the criteria of
Section 11-200-12 of the EIS Rules. We, therefore, concur

with your determination of a negative declaration for these

projects.

C!TY\/QJ\ID COUNTY oF'HOoNOLULU 7/. 3380

nl:méu‘:-l.g-‘/
Coilr PralminG O (4]

ROLAND D, LIBBY. JR,
QEPUTY ContlF PLanwnini OFFICENR




Sam Czlleio
August 22, 199)
Page 2

We suggest, however, that these Projects include landscaping,
such as hedges or vines, to soften the appearance of chain link
fencing surrounding the improvements where they occur within
residential or high visibility areas. 1In addition, the use of
black-painted chain 1link fabric is also recommended to increase
transparency of the fencing.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these EA's. Should

You have any questions, please contact Eugene Takahashi at
527-6022.

-

IN B LEE
Chief Planning Officer

BBL:ft
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TO: SAM CALLEJO, DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ENRGINEER

DEPARTMENT PUBLIC WORKS

FROM; . DONALD A. CLEGG, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: SPECIAT, MANAGEMENT ARFA REVIZW

3-7-7: 56, 4-5-15: 21, 4-5-18, 4-5-40
Niu Stream Maintenance Ranmps,
Keaahala Stream Mazaintenance Ranmp,
Kaneche Stream Maintenance Ramp, and
+he Kemooalii Stream Mazintenance Ramp

Tax Map Keys
Type of Projects

The proposed projects on the referenced +iax map keys have ‘been
reviewed. We find that they:

[¥) Are not within the Special Management irea.

[ 1 Are within the Special Management Area, but are not defined
as "development" and arxe +herefore, exempt (Exemption No.

).

——

Should you have any gquestions, please contact the Environmental
Affairs Branch at 523-4077.

DONALD &, CLEGG
Director of Land Utilization

DAC:dk
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DEPT.OF PUBLID WORKS ?/ 57{7
JOWN G, LEWIN, M.D.
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September 9, 1991
Ref Nos. 91-3-276X

91-3-278X
91-3-279X
91-3-280X
81-3-281X

CO903WW

Hr. Sam Callejo

Director and Chief Engineer
Department of :Public Works
City 2nd County of Honolulu
&30 Scouth King Street
Honeolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Callejo:

Subject: City and County of Honolulu/Department of Public Works
Environmental Assessments for Maintenance Remps at:
Ramooalii Stream {neaxr end of Apuzkea Stxeet), Kaneche, Oahu (TMR: 4-5-40)
Raneche Stream (at Kawehameha Highway), Raneohe, Ozahu {(THK: 4-5-18B)
Keashala Streem (at Kamehameha Hichway)}, EKaneche, Cahu {TMK: 4-5-15:021)
Niu Stream {(at Veloecity Drops), Henolulu, Oahu (THR: 3-7-7:056)
Manoa-Palolo Streszm (a2t Xoali Road), Honolulu, Dahu (TMX: 2-8-27) K

The Department of Health has reviewed the Envirconmental Assessments
transmitted with your letter of July 31, 1991, for the stream mzintenance
ramps listed above and has the following conments:

1. The City and County of Honolulu should contact the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (COE) to determine whether Section 404 permits are required foxr
. the econstruction of maintenance ramps in the XKamsoalii, Kamneche, and
Menoa-Palolo Streams., In the event that a Section 404 permit is regquired
for any of these projects, please contact the Clean Water Branch of the
State Department of Health to apply for a Section 401 Water Quality

Certificaticon (WQC). )

2 Due to existingrstream immrovements in the Keazshale and Niu Streams,
construction of these mazintenance ramms would be authorized under the
General Permit by the U.S. Army COE and would not require a Section 401
WQC from the State Department of Health.




¥r, Sam Callejo
COS03WW
September 9, 1921
Page 2

s on this matter., please contact Mr. Walter West of

1€ you have any question
ater Branch, at 543-8309.

the Engineering Section, Clean W

Very truly yours,

o i fnelennen s

JOHN C. LEWIN, M.D.
Director of Health
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The Honorable Sam Callejo
Director and Chief Engineer
Department of Public Works
City and County of Honolulu
650 South King Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Callejo:

Subject: Environmental Assessments for Stream Maintenance Raggg at
Kamooalii, Keaahala and Kaneohe Streams, Kaneohe, 0

-~

T0 -
August 19, 1991

We have reviewed the Environmental Assessments for the above-referenced
* projects and have the following comments. A Coastal Zone Management Program
objective is to protect coastal ecosystems from disruption and minimize adverse
impacts on all coastal ecosystems. In 1990, the Legislature recognized Kaneche
Bay as a unique ecosystem and established a task force to make recommendations -
to the Governor and Legislature to regulate its use. We are concerned that the
construction of the maintenance ramps within the streams, two of which are

perennial, may have adverse impacts on the water quality of the bay.

assessment does not adequately describe the methods the contractor will be
using to prevent pollution of the nearshore waters. Strong efforts should be

made to prevent silt, construction debris, etc., from flowing downstream and
entering Kaneohe Bay. The assessment should be expanded to thoroughly discuss

additional stream diversion methods and erosion control measures.

The Hawaii Stream Assessment, draft 1990, by the Department of Land and
Natural Resources and the National Park Service, indicates that Kaneche Stream
contains 'o'opu nakea. The study also indicates that Kaneohe Stream has
wetlands and is frequented by waterbirds. The Environmental Assessment does
not indicate this information. The assessment should discuss the impacts this
proposal may have.on the aquatic and other.resources in a comprehensive manner.

. Thank you for allowiﬁg.us the opportunity to comment on these assessments.
- If you have any questions, please contact the Coastal Zone Management Program

at 548-396].

Sincerely,

S e

Harold S. Masumoto
Director

cc: Office of Environmental Quality Control




91-11-0216

August 29, 1591

Mr. Harold S. Masumoto, Director
Office of State Planning

Office of the Govemnor

State Capitol

. 415 South Beretania Street

Honoluly, Hawaii 96813
Dear Mr. Masumoto:
Subject: Your Letter of August 19, 1991 Regarding the Environmental

Assessments for Stream Maintenance Ramps at Kamooalii, Keaahala
and Kaneohé Sireams. Ref. No. P-2269

We appreciate your comments and concerns regarding the proposed project. Your
comments have been taken into consideration and we will take zall reasonable
precautions to preclude adverse impacts on water quality.

The presence of *O'opu Nakea and waterbirds will be mentioned in the environmental
assessments for these streams. In addition, the project specifications will provide for
continuous flow of water around the project site during construction 1o facilitate
movement of aguatic species.

Please contact Jolie Nishikawa at 523-4041 with any further questions or comments you
may have. :

Very truly yours,

SAM O
Director and Chief Engineer

JPURN:HK:tt
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Mr. Sam Callejo =
Director and Chief Encineer

=z =
=

Department of Public Works = 9—.'3
City and County of Honolulu -y
650 5. King Street = 5.’."‘2
Bonolulu, Bawaii 96813 it
. o

. = =

Dear NMr. Callejo: = =2
= =

In response to your July 31, 1981 letters, we have "

reviewed the environmentzl assessments prepared for
construction of maintenance remps a2t Manoa-Pzlolo-
treams, Kamooalii Stream, and Raneohe Stream.

The
streams at the locations of the ramps are perennial &nd
unimproved.

Department of the Army (DA) permits are redguired
for 211 three projects, subject ‘to processing as
individual permits. DA permit applications must be
submitted for the three prcjects. ¥Your application
shoulé include complete project descriotions, drawincs
of the location, plan, and typiczl sections and
environmental assessments for each project. The
assessment should address the permanent conversion of
portions of the unimproved, natuvral stream invert into
concrete—-lined sections. Finally, the guantities of .
materizl to be excavated and to be placed for the
concrete sections should be included.

Since the actions are similar, but in different
locations, you mey want to submit a joint application
for 211 three projects to be processed at

the same
time. File No. PO91-198 has been assigned to these
projects.

Please refer to this number in future
correspondence.

If you have any questions on the
information reguired, please contact Ruby Mizue at
438-5258.

Sincerely,

»é’;’f:/{g Z—- &’.’-\f\/

tanley T. Rrakaki
ief, Operations Division
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