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Dr. Bruce Anderson, Acting Director
office of Environmental Quality Control
state of Hawaii

465 South King Street, Room 104
Honolulu, Hawail 96813

Dear Dr. Anderson:
Subject: Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Kaneche Fire Station Reconstruction
(Tax Map Key: 4-5-20:30)

This letter constitutes a notice of determination by this
department after the potential impact of the proposed project was
assessed according to Title II, Chapter 200, Environmental Impact
Statement Rules, and Chapter 343 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes
relating to the environmental impact statements. The
determination has been made that an environmental impact
statement is not required based on the environmental assessment
(Ea) that was prepared by Irie, Nakamoto, Kondo Architects, Inc.
and Gerald Park, Urban Planner, for the Building Department.

The pertinent information for the notice of determination is
summarized as follows:

1. Proposed Agency: Building Department
city and county of Honolulu

2. Land Owner: City and County of Honolulu

3. Tax Map Key: 4=5-20:30
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Kaneohe, Qahu, Hawail
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Preparod Pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS and
Chapter 200, Title 11, Administrative Rulas,
State Department of Health
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The Bullding Department, City and County of Honolulu, proposes to replace the existing fire
station with a new fire station in Kaneohe, Koolaupoko District, City and County of Honoluly,
Hawall, The new Kaneohe Fire Station will be constructed at the Intersection of Kamehameha
Highway and Paleka Road on the site of the existing Kaneohe Fire Station. The project site Is
identified as Tap Map Key 4-5-20:30 and encompasses an area of 20,075 squara feet. A
location map is shown In Figure 1.

The purpose of the project is to improve fire protection services in the Kaneche area ard the
Koolaupoko District. Replacing the existing, aged fire station with a larger facility will allow for
the deployment of a ladder truck (In addition to an existing pumper) to the station. The need
for a ladder truck is Justified by the proliferation of low and mid-rise buildings (2 to 6 floors) in
commerclal and Industrial areas of Kaneohe Town. The nearest ladder truck is based at the
Kailua Fire Station about & miles away. The Third Batalllon Chief will also be relocated to the
Kaneohe Fire Station from the Alkahl Station to be more centrally located. The project
supports a General Plan policy to “provide adequate fire protection and effective fire
pravention programs®,

ni risti

The existing station and on-site accessory structures will be demolished and a.c. pavement,
landscaping, and retaining walls removed. Existing water, sewer, and dralnage systems serving
the station will be cut, plugged, and abandoned in place and electrical and telephone service
discontinued. An underground fuel storage tank will be excavated and removed. The site will
be graded to lower the fioor elevation of the facility in order to accommodate the low approach
angle of the ladder truck.
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The new single-story structure stands approximately 28 feet high (measured from the high
point of the roof ridge) and encloses a floor area of approximately 6,800 square feet. The
building will be constructed of poured-in-place concrete with CMU axtaerior walls and topped
by a combination hlp (metal roofing) and flat built-up roof. The structure will be enclosed and
air conditionad to attenuate outside noises. Operable windows and doors will allow the
structure to be naturally ventilated when the alr conditioning is shut-off.

Firefighting apparatus to be garaged inciude an angine (pumper), a ladder truck, and a vehicle

for the batallion chlef. Interior space is allocated for a kitchen, weight room, equipment
storage, locker room and toilet/shower facilities, library, offices, officers quarters, batallion chief
quarters, and dormitories for the engine and ladder companies. A site plan is shown in Figure 2.

Thirty six (36) firefighters will be assigned to the station and twelve man will ba on duty at all
times. The increase in manpowasr Is due to the deployment of a ladder company to the station.
In additlon, a batalllon chief and driver will be based at the station.

The access driveway and parking area at the rear of the statlon will be redesigned and repaved
to accommodate additional parking and an access/tuming area for a ladder truck. The

parking arsa will ba marked for seventeen (17) uncovered parking stalls. Four parking stalls are
allocated as space for the emergency ambulance service facllity when construction funds are
available. The facility will be one-story with construction materials matching the new fire
station,

The existing underground fuel tanks will be removed and two new underground storage tanks
for gasoline and diesel fuel will be placed beneath the parking area pavement. This work
contract will be administered by the City and County of Honolulu and coordinated with
construction of the proposed facility. The 1,000 gallon capacity (aplece) tanks will be installed,
operated, and maintained per underground storage tank system standards and requlations of
the State and Federal govermments.

Unpaved areas surrourding the station, primarily along Kamehameha Highway and Paleka
Road, will be Iandscaf:éd with grass, groundcover, and hedges. Hedges also will be planted at
selected locations around the new faclity for buifering and aesthetic purposes. The use of
trees will be limited and planted away from driveways for visual safety.
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The cost of the project is estimated at $1,120,000 ($1990) and will be borme by the Clty and
County of Honolulu.

Construction will commence after receiving all necessary approvals. A late 1990 start is
projected and the project should be completed in one year. All Improvements wili be confined
to the subject property which is owned by the City and County of Honoluluy,

Prior to construction, men and equipment based at the statlon will relocate temporarily to an

as yet unselected location, Similady, the emergency ambulance service will relocate
elsewhere but not at the same location with fire personnel.




SECTION2

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Located on the mauka comer of the Kamehameha Highway and Paleka Road intersection, the
Kaneohe Fire Statlon Is bordered by commercial developments to the south (State Savings and
Loan buiding), west and north (Kaneohe Shopping Center). Benfamin Parker Elementary
School and the Kaneohe Civic Center are directly opposite the station across Kamshameha
Highway,

Constructed In 1945, the station is home for Engine Company 17 of the Honolulu Fire
Department. Eighteen firefighters are assigned to the station and five men are on shift at all
times. Thair primary fire fighting apparatus Is a 600 gpm Amarican La France pumper.

The existing 3,900 square foot station houses fire fighting apparatus and equipment, officers
quarters, engine company dormitory, kitchen, toilet and shower, and storage rooms. The single
story building is constructed of CMU and topped by an asphalt shingle wood roof.

An open sided corrugated iron roof garage (52 feet x 12 feet) is used for vehicle parking. A City
and County ambulance Is garaged under a similar type but smaller (23 feet x 12 feet) garage.

Ten emergency ambulance personnel are assigned to the station and two are on duty at all
times.

The site is relatively level with the rear portion of the site inciuding the paved parking area
being slightly higher in elevation (76 feet above msl!) than the front (about 70 feet above msl).
In general, the site stands approximately +3-4 feet higher than adjacent street grades.

The property Is graded from northwest to south by southwest. An exposed concrete swale at

the rear of the property and two (2) drop Intakes collects runoff from improved areas for
discharge Into the municipal drainage system.

The site is designated Zona X {(unshaded) on Flood Insurance rate Maps which Is defined as

areas determined to be outside the 500 year flood plain {Federal Emergency Management
Agancy, 1987).




Fire stations usually are well landscaped and maintained and the Kaneohe Statlon Is no
exception. Unpaved areas are grassed and ornamental plantings to Include ti, croton, and
wedelia are planted around the station proper and perimeter of the site. Mountain apple,
soursop, and Juniper trees offer shade, frult, and aesthetic enjoyment.

Tax maps (4-5-20) depi¢ts an ‘auwal’ forming the north boundary of the site. This fsature is no
longer apparent and according to a firefighter "is buried under the Kaneche Shopping Center

parking lot".

The property is classified Urban by the State Land Use Commission, designated Public Faclity
by the Department of General Planning (Ordinance No. 83-8), and zoned Community Business
District (B-2). Publlc structures (a fire station for example) is a permitted principal use and
structure In the B-2 zohing district. Modiflcations to the station are programmed within the
6-year time frame of the Development Pian Public Facliities Map.

The project site does rot lie within any speclal district or the County administered Spacial
Managemaent Area (SMA).

Water is drawn from a 6-Inch Board of Water Supply line In Kamshameha Highway and
wastewater is discharged into a municipal sewer in Paleka Road.

The station fronts directly on Kamehameha Highway the primary thoroughfare through
Kaneohe town. Dally traffic averages 39,000 vehicles traveling the six fanes of Kamehameha
Highway near the station (DOTS, 1986). Paleka Road, a two-way, two-ane, secondary stroet
borders the station on its south (or Kailua) side. Vehicle access to the station Is avallable via a
20-foot wide driveway off Paleka Road. Traffic movement at the Kamehameha Highway and
Paleka Road intersection Ig controlled by a pressure activated traffic signal.

Firefighters assigned to the station have pointed out several problems with the location of the
station on a heavy volums highway and next to an Intersection. First, traffic noises disrupt their
sleeping hours (approlxlrnﬂtely between 10:00 pm and 5:00 am). Generally, the hours betwsen
1:00 - 4:00 am are the quletest but it is still difficult to get 4-5 hours of “good sleep”. Second,
traffic on Kamehameha Highway frequently hinders access onte Kamehameha Highway when
responding to fire calls. Although beacon lights have been placed along or above
Kamehameha Highway approximately 200 feet on either side of the station, motorists
oftentimes fail to heed the light (when activated) and end up blocking the station driveway.




SECTIONJ
ARY RIPTI RON IMPA

Assessment Process

The scope of the project was discussed with staff of the Bullding Department, Fire Department
officials, the consuiting Architect, and others comprising the consultant team. State and
County agencles were contacted for Information relative to thelr jurisdiction and
responsibliities. Time was spent In the fleld collecting data and noting site conditions as well
as conditions In the vicinity of the project site. The discussions and fleld Investigations allowed
us to identify existing conditions and features which could be affected by the project and upon

which Impact assessment would be mads. Thess influencing conditions are:

The new fire statlon replaces an existing fire station and Is located on the same site
as the existing station;

No change In use is considered by the proposad actlon;

Tha site is devold of archaeological features;

There are no threatensd or endangered flora and fauna in tha project area;

The site Is not within a deslgnated flood hazard area;

The site is located In an older, commercially developed portion of Kaneohe town;

Land on which the improvements are proposed has been modified extensively by
the existing use; and

Essentlal 'publlc utilities are avallable and can adequately accommodate the new
facility.




hort-Term Impact

n lon Relat

Prior to actual construction, utility service will be discontinued, water, sewaer, and drainage
systems cut and plugged, landscape plantings grubbed (except trees to be retained), and all
bulidings demoiished. These clearing activitles should take three weeks and will ralse fugitive
dust, create noise, and increasa traffic slightly as debris Is hauled away from the site,

Fugitive dust can and will be controlled by sprinkling water over exposed areas or other dust
suppression measures stipulated in Chapter 60 (Alr Pollution control) of Title 11, Administrative
Rules may be employed.

Construction noise will paersist for the duratlon of construction. These noises wil be most
pronounced from the early stages of development (site clearing) to erection of all structures.
Nolse will diminish as interior work commences as most noise should than be confined to Inside
the bullding.

Allowable noise leveis for business zoning districts set by the State Department of Health is 60
dBA measured at the property line. Construction work will temporarily exceed this limit and the
Contractor will obtain a nolse permit prior to construction. Permit conditions will limit
canstruction to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., five days a week.

Disruptions to traffic low on Kamehameha Highway can be expected as utlity connections are
made. The connections will be done simultansously so as to minimize congestion and
Inconveniences to motorists. Signs will be conspicuously posted alerting motorists of road
work and flagmen posted to marshall traffic around work sites. In addition, road work will ba
scheduled to avoid daily peak traffic hours.

Long-Term Impacts

In the long-term, the enhanced fire supprestion capabilities should benefit all persons rasiding
or conducting business In the station’s tactical area. The improved fire coverage (with regards
to ladder companies) should reduce responsa time to fire alarms requiring use of a ladder truck.




SECTION 4

ALTERNATIVES TQ THE P ACTION

No Action

A no action alternative would maintain the status quo of the site and fire protection services In
the Koolaupoko District and Kaneohe town and its surrounding suburban communities. No
environmental impacts either direct or indirect, beneficial or adverse would occur if a no action
alternativa is pursued.

Alternative Location

This alternative was refected because the City does not own a sultable altemnate site in the
area and does not consider the cost of acquiting a site to be Justifiable,

Expansion of Existing Fire Station
Several design plans for expanding the existing fire stations were prepared by the consulting

architect for cost analysis evaluation. It was decided that constructing a new station would be
more feasible and cost-effective than expanding the existing station.

1




Negligible or no impact on traffic and parking In the area are anticipated. A fire station is not a
traffic generator and trips ara spontaneous responses to fire calls or training exercises.
Adeguate on-site parking is provided to accommodate firefighters (vehicles) on-shift. On the
other hand, there ars no Plans in the existing project to resolve the problem of traffic hindering
egress from the station when responding to fire calls.

Fire vahicles currently depart the station under siren and this practice will continue into the
future,

Living quarters in the new station wili be enclosed thereby attenuating sound from passing
traffic to the benefit of the firefighters. Operable windows will permit natural light and
ventilation to enter the building and will be of the type that will minimize outside nolses Inside
tha station.




STATE OF HAWAII

Department of Business and Economic Development
Department of Educatlon

Department of Health

Department of Land and Natural Resources

Office of Environmental Quality Control

CITY AND COUNTY QF HONOLULY

Board of Water Supply

Buillding Department

Fire Department

Department of General Planning
Department of Health

Department of Land Utllization
Department of Public Works
Department of Transportation Services
Police Depariment

OTHERS

Councilman David Kahanu

Kaneche Naighborhood Board No. 30
Hawallan Electric Company

Hawaiian Telephone Company

Denotes consulted parties who responded in writing.




SECTIONG
MINATION AN RTI RMINAT!

Chapter 200 (Environmental Impact Statement Rules) of Tile 11, Administrative Rules of the
State Department of Haalth, contains criterla for determining whether an action may have
significant effects on the environment (11-200-12). The relationship of the proposed project to
these criteria is discussed below.

M

@

@)

4

(5)

{©

Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destructicn of any natural or cultural
rasources,;

Located In an older, commercially developed section of Kaneche town and having
besn commilttad to use as a fire station for 45 years, the site is devoid of natural and
cuitural resources.

Curtails the range of bensficial uses of the environment;

The new Kaneohe Fire Station will be buiit on the same site and sarve the same general
use as the axisting station.

Conflicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and guidelines as
expressed in Chapter 344, Hawall Revised Statutes, and any revislions thereof and
amendments thereto, court declsions or executive orders;

Tha project does not confiict with the State's !ong-term environmental goals.

Substantlally affects the economic or soclal welfare of the community or State;

The community should benefit from Improvements in fire suppression capabiiities
vis-a-vis the basing of a ladder company at the new station. In general, the long-term

impacts of the project is best measured in qualitative or intangible terms rather than
quantitatively,

Substantlally affects public health;
Public health will not be affected by the project.

Involves substantial secondary Impacts, such as population changes or effects on
public faciiitles;

A modest Increase in water consumption and wastewater discharge are expected as a

result of Increased staffing at ths station. Public facilities, particularly water and
wastewater systems, can accommodate the additlonal loading.,

13




8)

(©)

(10)

(11)

Involves a substantial degradation of environmental effect upon the environment or
involves a commitment for larger actions;

Environmental quality will not be degraded.

Is Individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect upon the environment or
Involves a commitment for larger actions;

The project does not commit the Fire Department and the City and County of Honolulu
to a larger action.

Substantlally affects a rare, threatened or endangered speclas, or its habitat;

The project site does not harbor rare, threatened or endangered specles of flora or
wiidlife.

Detrimentally affects alr or water quality or ambient nolsa lavels; or

Temporary, construction related impacts In the form of fugitive dust and construction
nolse can be expected. These Impacts can be mitigated and should not detrimentally

affect air quality and ambient nolsa levels.

Affects an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood piain, tsunami 2zone,
eroslon-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal
waters.

The project is not proposed in an environmentally sensitive area.

Based on the above.criterla, It is determined that the Kaneohe Fire Station Reconstruction
project will not result in significant adverse environmental impacts and an Environmental

Impact Statement Is not required.

14
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