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To: Dr. Bruce Anderson, Acting Director 1

Office of Environmental Quality Control \

From: Mitsuo Shito, Executive Director s

: Subject: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

% KAHALE MUA PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT :
Attached for your appropriate action are the following: *
1. One copy of the Document for Publication in the OEQC Bulletin.

2. Four copies of the Negative Declaration and Environmental 1
Assessment. }

If there are any questions, please have your staff call Mr. Wayne '1

' Nakamoto, Project Coordinator, at 848-3238. iz
MITSUO SHITO A

Executive Director K
Attachments ;
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

7 KAHALE MUA PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTBE

January 14, 1991

Hawaii Housing Authority
Department of Human Services

APPROVING AGENCY: Hawaii Housing Authority
Department of Human Services

PROPOSING AGENCY:

AGENCY CONSULTED: None

TECHNICAL:

The Kahale Mua Public Housing Project is a low income public
housing project on approximately four (4) acres in Maunaloa,
Molckai, Hawaii adjacent to Maunaloa School. (TMK 2nd Division
5-01-02:16) The project consists of 57 units, comprised of 25
family units (three bedroems) and 32 two and one-bedroom units
in an apartment row configuration. (Exhibit 1 and 2)

By Maui County Ordinance No. 1980, enacted on December 26,
1990, certain exemptions have been granted. This parcel is
currently zoned A-1l, apartment district, and is designated
multi~family residential. The project will be connected to a
private sewer system and water system maintained by Molokai
Ranch. Additionally, the park dedication requirement for this
pProject has been waived.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS :

Total cost for this project has been estimated at
$5,700,000.00. Funding for this project are being provided by
the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD Project
No. HI10-P001-088) and by the Hawaii State Legislature (Act

316, SIH 1989).

Since the property is currently vacant, the impact on the tax
base is expected to be minimal.
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SOCTAL:

The project will provide new affordable low income public
housing for the people of Maunaloa and Molokai. These housing
opportunities are needed by the people of Maunaloa, as many of
the existing housing units are owned by Molokai Ranch.
Molokai Ranch has expressed its desire to withdraw these
housing units. In response, both the State of Hawaii and the
County of Maui have initiated housing projects to address the
need for new housing for the people of Maunaloa.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
1. Flora/Fauna

No rare, threatened, or endangered species of flora or
fauna are known to exist on this site. The natural flora
of this area are kiawe, ilima, uhaloa, and fingergrass.
A site visit reveals that the flora on site are norfolk
pines, lilikoi, lantana, ilima, fountaingrass, and guava.
The natural fauna of this area include deer, pheasant,
gquail, and francolin. A site visit reveals no fauna on
site with the exception of common insects.

2. Topography

The Kahale Mua Public Housing Project is located at
approximately the 1,100 foot level above sea level.
(Exhibit 3) The property slopes moderately at 7 to 15
percent away from Maunaloa School in a northerly

direction.

3. Soils

The Department of Agriculture's Soil and Conservation
Service, in cooperatiocn with University of Hawaii
Agriculture Extension Station has classified this soil as
Lahaina Silty clay. (Exhibit 4 and 5) The soil is formed
by material weathered by basic igneous rocks, with a
surface layer and subsocil of dark reddish-brown friable
silty clay. These soils are medium acid in the surface
and subsurface level. Permeability, runoff, and erosion

are moderate.
4. Historical/Archeological Significance

Currently, the subject site has been a vacant lot since
1976. Prior to 1976, the subject site was used for
pineapple cultivation. Its prior use in agriculture
therefore destroyed any significant
historical/archeological features of this parcel.
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5. Climate

The mean average rainfall in Maunaloca, Molokai is 27.84
inches per year. (Exhibit 6) This occurs mostly in the
fall and winter. Due to its location in West Molokai, on
the leeward side of the island, the area tends to be

fairly dry.

NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND DISCUSSION OF THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS:

The following assessments are made to determine whether or not
the anticipated effects constitute a "significant effecth:

1. The proposed action will not cause irrevocable loss or
destruction of any natural or cultural resources.

2. The proposed action will not curtail the range of
beneficial uses of the environment.

3. The proposed action will not conflict with the State's
long-term environmental policies.

4. The proposed action will not substantially affect the
economic and social welfare of the community or State.

5. The proposed action will not involve substantial
secondary impacts, such as significant population changes
or effects on public facilities.

6. The proposed action will not involve a substantial
degradation of environmental quality.

7. The proposed action will not substantially affect any
rare, threatened or endangered species of flora or fauna
or habitat. No endangered species of flora or fauna are
known to exist in the project site.

8. The proposed action will not detrimentally affect air or
water quality or ambient noise levels.

9. The proposed action will not be located in any
environmentally sensitive area, such as a flood plain,
tsunami zone, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous
land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACTS:

From the above assessment, no major adverse environmental
impact is anticipated. the project will result in the
following minor adverse impacts:
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1. Depletion of labor and material resources for
construction.

2. Some dust, noise and silting during Construction.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:
1. Alternative Building Designs

Variatiens in number of units, and Square footage have
been considered. However, the current proposal has been
approved by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and no significant changes to the proposed
housing configuration are anticipated.

2. No Acticon

The "no action" alternative was considered but was found
to be unacceptable, due to current usSe as a vacant lot.
This would also not meet HHA's mandate to provide safe
and sanitary housing on this available site.

PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES:

The temporary dust, noise and silting which would occur during
construction will be controlled by application of appropriate
pollution control measures.

DETERMINATION: L

It is determined that an Environmental Impact Statement should
not be required for this project.

FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING DETERMINATION:

The project site is free of flood, tsunami, erosion, and
landslide hazards. No rare or endangered species of flora are
Known to exist at the site. No rare of endangered species of
fauna are known to inhabit the site. There are no recorded
archaeological or historical sites within the existing site.

For the reasons cited above, the proposed action will not have
any significant effect in the context of chapter 343, Hawaii
Revised statutes and Section 11-200-12 of the State
Administrative Rules.
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