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MICHAEL D. FORMBY b
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (FEA) FOR HANA HIGHWAY
IMPROVEMENTS, UAKEA ROAD TO KEAWA PLACE,

NEAR INTERSECTION WITH UAKEA ROAD AT MILEPOST (MP) 33.88,
HANA, MAUT, HAWAII

PROJECT NO. 360B-01-03

TMK: (2) 1-4-006:999

The State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Highways Division, has reviewed the final
environmental assessment for the subject project, has determined that the project will not have
significant environmental effects, and has issued a FONSI. Please publish this notice in the
November 23, 2010 OEQC Environmental Notice.

An advanced FEA hard copy and one PDF disk copy of the FEA and OEQC Publication Form
have been sent to your office.

If you have any questions, please call Ms. Charlene Shibuya, Maui District Construction
Engineer, at (808) 873-3535.




















































































































































































HANA HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS,
UAKEA ROAD TO KEAWA PLACE
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT NO. 360B-01-03

SECTION 8
DETERMINATION

In accordance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, this Environmental Assessment
characterizes the technical, social and environmental issues related to improvements along
Hana Highway from Uakea Road to Keawa Place. It identifies potential project impacts to the
environment and their significance. It is anticipated that the proposed project will not exert any
significant impacts to the environment. Therefore, the State of Hawaii Department of
Transportation — Highways Division is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and
an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

This determination of the FONSI is based upon significance criteria listed in HRS 8§11-200-12 of
the Environmental Impact Statement Rules. The specific criteria used in making this
determination are addressed in Section 9 of this EA.
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HANA HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS,
UAKEA ROAD TO KEAWA PLACE
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT NO. 360B-01-03

SECTION 9

FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING DETERMINATION OF FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

1. Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or cultural
resource:

Implementation of highway improvement strategies involve demolishing the railing and
wing walls of an existing bridge, which spans an existing box culvert. Both the existing
bridge and box culvert are considered historic properties. Most of the original bridge
deck and box culvert will remain. The overall aesthetic of the bridge will be preserved in
the construction of the new bridge section, which will highly resemble the existing
bridge’s parapet walls.

The project site is located near known historic sites; however, the proposed
improvements will be confined to the immediate project area and are not anticipated to
affect the use of or access to the historic site. The SHPD has not identified any other
resources which should be of concern. If previously unknown resources are uncovered
during the course of construction, the Contractor will stop work immediately and notify
the SHPD, who will determine the appropriate treatment.

2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment:

The proposed actions will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment.
Proposed actions consist of widening of an existing bridge within the existing right-of-
way. As the proposed activities are consistent with the State Land Use Law, rezoning of
agricultural lands will not be required.

3. Conflicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and guidelines as
expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and amendments thereto,
court decisions or executive orders:

The proposed highway improvement strategies are consistent with the State’s goals and
objectives as described in Section 6.5.

4, Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state:

The proposed actions will not substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the
community in a negative manner. Road closures during the construction periods will
result in some inconvenience. These closures will be temporary and last only for the
duration of construction activities. Detours around the project site will permit residents
and tourists to continue to travel through the area during the construction periods. The
proposed actions will improve the economic welfare of the community by providing
design and construction jobs for the duration of the project, and will improve the social
welfare of the affected communities by improving traffic flow and allowing uninterrupted
travel in both directions, which facilitates response by the emergency vehicles stationed
in the adjacent parcels.
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