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Historic Presesvation
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Siate Parks

Water and Land Development

MAY |2 1995

TO: Gary Gill, Director
... Office of Environmental Quality Control
a Department of Health ‘ '

FROM: Michael D. Wilson, Chairperson W/ W
‘ ces

Board of Land and Natural Re;o
SUBJECT: Negative Declaration :for'C;)ld _.Laillaina. Pali Trail and Parking Lots

The Department of Land and Natural Resources-has reviewed the comments received - -
during the 30-day public comment period that began on March 23, 1995. The .

Department has determined that this project will not have significant environmental -
effect and has issued a negative declaration. Please publish this notice in the OEQC
Bulletin as soon as possible: ) ' o

Lo

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Bulletin Publication and four copies of the final
EA. Please contact Don Horiuchi at 587-0381 if you have any questions.

Enc.
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1. Proposing Agency

State of Hawaii :
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

2. Approving Agency

State Department of Land and Natural Resources,
by this Board

3. Agencies Consulted in Making the Assessment
State:

Department of Land and Natural Resources
Historic Sites Division
Aquatic Resources Division
Land Management Division
Conservation and Resources Enforcement
Division
Department of Transportation
Department of Agriculture

County:

Department of Public Works

Department of Planning

Department of Parks and Recreation
4, General Description of the Action’s Technical, Economic, Social and

Technical

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife
(DLNR-DOFAW) Maui District Office through its Na Ala Hele Trails and Access
Program proposes to construct two small public parking lots within the Conservation
District at either end of the Old Lahaina Pali Trail (See Exhibits A & B). Forestry and
Wildlife Division crews will selectively remove kiawe trees and large boulders, grade and
grub the lot areas, and clear brush from the proposed access easements. Crusher waste
gravel will then be laid over both parking lots and several interpretive and informational
signs will be installed along the access easements (Exhibits C, D, and E). Future
development of the parking areas will involve paving the lot areas as funds become
available. .




It is also proposed that the parking areas and their short connecting trails (access
easements) become a permanent part of the Old Lahaina Pali Trail. Therefore it is
requested that the Land Board approve removing both parking lots and the trail from
the surrounding state lands (including State General Lease #5277) and incorporating
them as a permanent part of the Trail.

Ukumehame (Western) Trail Head - Parking for the Western trail head area (TMK: 4-8-
01:1) will measure be 70 ft. by 80 ft and provide space for 12 to 15 vehicles. It will also
incorporate a 10 foot-wide access easement pathway connecting to the old government
road leading to the historic trail (see Exhibit F). The parking area will be cleared of
several large Kiawe trees, graded, and covered with crusher waste gravel. Several trees
will remain to provide shade for the parking area. Boulder and cobble-sized rock will be
moved to the margins of the parking area and will be left to provide a barrier to vehicles
outside the parking area. A 15 foot-wide entry from the exdsting highway shoulder
connecting to Honoapiilani Highway makai of the site will allow for adequate and safe
ingress and egress by the public. This area does not lie within General Lease #5277.

Maalaea/Waikapu (Eastern) Trail Head - The Eastern trail head parking area (TMK: 3-
6-01:14), lies directly within the lease property boundary fenceline. It is slightly smaller
than its Western counterpart, measuring just 60 feet by 70 feet, includes a short access
easement, and will provide space for 10 to 12 vehicles (See Exhibit G). In addition to
selective tree removal, grading, the area will also receive a covering of crusher waste
gravel. Large boulders at the site will be used to rim a four-strand, galvanized iron pin
and barbed-wire boundary fence installed around the site to separate free-ranging cattle
in the area from the parking area.

Public vehicular access to the Eastern parking lot will originate from the southbound lane
of Honoapiilani Highway at Pohakea Bridge (See Exhibit H). The route was chosen in
consultation with the State Department of Transportation, Maui District Office and

Wailuku Agribusiness, Inc.

DOT requires the construction of a short paved driveway turnoff from the highway
connecting to the private unimproved road within Wailuku Agribusiness lands. The
public will travel 1/2 mile along this road to State lands containing the parking lot.

Approval to construct the driveway was granted by the U.S. Department of
Transportation in a March 17, 1994 (See Exhibit I) letter of recommendation by the
State Department of Transportation.

Public access over Wailuku Agribusiness lands is currently maintained by agreement
between Wailuku Agribusiness and DLNR-DOFAW. Forestry signs made of aluminum
and vinyl will be placed at strategic locations to direct visitors to the Trail. Periodic
inspection of both sites and removal of rubbish and clearing of debris will be routinely
conducted by members of DLNR-DOFAW and Na Ala Hele Program volunteers.




Socio-economic

Minimal economic effects are expected to result directly from the project. However, it is
expected that, once completed, full use of the trail as an attraction for visitors should
create secondary economic effects for small retail businesses in the Maalaea area.

Environmental

The Western trail head site is presently used as a parking site for itinerant shoreline
fishermen and for stockpiling soil and roadway debris by the State. It is occasionally used
by the public as an illegal rubbish dump. The area receives less than 10 inches of rainfall
per year. Vegetation consists chiefly of Kiawe trees, haole koa, buffelgrass, and various
non-native weed species. '

The Eastern site is strewn with basalt cobbles and boulders. Cattle naturally tend to
congregate along this fence, and over the years have over-grazed and trampled the area.
An average of less than 10 to 20 inches of rain fall has been recorded for this area.
Vegetation consists almost exclusively of Kiawe scrub, klu, and other weedy species.

There are no known historical/archaeological artifacts or structures within the subject
sites. Mitigation of impacts to historical features associated with the Lahaina Pali Trail
have been discussed in the original Environmental Assessment (December, 1992).

5. Summary Description of the Affected Environment

Both parking areas lie within an area described in the original E.A. as "Extremely dry,
lowland and upland leeward zone of the Lahaina District, Between 0 and 1,500 foot
elevations) and the lowland windward zone of the Wailuku District (between 0 and 800
foot elevations."

Although the original E.A. reports the presence of native species in the general area, the
subject sites are highly disturbed and no native plant or animal species presently inhabit
them. Predominant non-native plant species include Kiawe (Prosopis pallida), Klu
(Acacia farnesiana), Zinnia (Zinnia peruviana), and Buffelgrass (Cenchrus ciliaris). The
Eastern site also contains Lion’s Ear (Leonotis nepetaefolia).

Native fauna species have not been found at either site. However, the Pueo (Asio
flammeus sandwichensis) does inhabit the West Maui mountains and probably occurs in
the general area. Range cattle (Bovus bovine) dominate the Eastemn trail head area.
Other dominant non-native animal species in the area are birds, including the Gray
Francolin (Francolinus pondicerianus), Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis) and the
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis). The feral cat (Felis cattus) and field mouse
(Mus spp.) are also found in the area.
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6. Identification and Summaryv of Major Impacts and Alternatives Considereci

The negative effects of the actual construction and use of the parking area is expected to
be insignificant. However, providing access and a focus on interpretive information
supporting protection of a significant historical and cultural resource should at least
heighten public sensitivity within the community. The "do nothing" or "status quo"
alternative is considered inadequate and therefore inappropriate for the manner of public
use envisioned for the Trail.

7. Proposed Mitigation Measures

In the event that any rare or endangered plant or animal species or '
historical/archaeological materials or structures are encountered within the project area,
work will cease immediately and the appropriate state agency will be notified.

Impacts of public use related to litter and graffiti are discussed in the original E.A.
However, with the addition of two public parking lots, increased amounts of litter are
expected. Na Ala Hele Program volunteers will be assigned to collect litter on a regular
basis. Forestry and Wildlife crews will be periodically scheduled as needed to remove

refuse materials from the proposed parking lots.

8.  Determination

It is determined that the project will impart no significant impacts to the environment.

9. Findings and Reasons Supporting Determinations

The scope and impact of the proposed project is minimal as the work is relatively small-
scale and will be carried out in areas already heavily disturbed by either cattle grazing,
mono-culture cropping activities, and public use.
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EXHIBIT A

Access Road and Parking Lot
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JOHN WAIREE
GOVEANCA

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

859 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONCLULU, HAWAII 56313-5097

-
- - e "‘l
. - P

Mr. Abraham Wong
Acting Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

U. 5. Department of Transportation
Box 50206

Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

Dear Mr. Wong:

Lahaina~Wailuku Road, FAP No. F-30(3)

——— et ——

————— . i T—— i

Olowalu~Pali Section, Na Ala Hele Program

Tax Map Key 4-8-01, Request for Access

e -
REX D. JONNSON
RECTOR

DEPUTY DMECTORS
KANAN! HOL T

~ GLENN M. CKIMOTC

JOYCE T, OMINE
CALVIN M. TSURA

IN REPLY REFER TC

HWY-RM
3.68089

We request approval to grant an access for ingress and egress into
Lahaina-Wailuku Road from the proposed parking lot for the Na Ala

Hele Program.

Enclosed for your information and use are the following:

1. Letter of request;

2. pPlan showing the location of access;

3. Right-of-Way Map (P.H. 290-42A, dated Ja

showing the present access control;

nuary 27, 1950)

4, comments made by our staff on the applicant's request.

Pursuant to your letter dated March 2, 1977,

Control of Access), we submit the following information:

1. Project and Present Status:

a. | Project Title and Number.

(Changes Made in

Lahaina-Wailuku Road,

FAP No. F-30(3), Olowalu-Pali Section, Olowalu and

Ukumehame, Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii.

b. Present Status. Construction completed in 1953 and

in use ever since.

C. Federal Credit to the Project.

to Federal funds will be made if credit is due.

Appropriate credit

EXHIBIT I
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H: Page 2 '3.68089
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2. State's Recommendations:

; The State has no objections and recommends that the

| proposed access be granted subject to the applicant's

] meeting all specifications recommended and/or required by

% our staff and reflected in the final construction plans

‘ to be submitted.
: 3. State's Availability Determination:

-

o

It has been determined and is hereby certified that:

a. The right-of-way being retained 1is adequate under
present-day standards for the facility involved;

b. the subject access will not be needed for
Federal-aid highway purposes in the foreseeable
future;

C. the proposed access will not adversely affect the
Federal-aid highway or the traffic thereon; and

d. the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 319 and PL 89-285,

Title III, Sections 302-305 (Highway Beautification
Act of 1965) are not applicable in this instance.

We have also determined that the proposed action will not cause a
significant impact on the envirconment, and meets the criteria in 23
‘ CFR 771.117 (d) (6). Therefore, we request your approval for a
e Categorical Exclusion.

Based on the foregoing information, it is respectfully requested

that the Federal Highway Administration process the State's
application for approval of the proposed access. An expeditious
reply will be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please call Kats Uyeoka at 587-2022.

Sincerely,

:‘\_' y ! . )
‘ T TN A A A APPROVED: Date: March, 17, 18¢-
Zon Rex D. Johnson
N Director of Transportation Right-of-Way Officer, FHW@

-

Enclosures (4)

-
[
/,

BRASWELL
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