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Dear Ms. Salmonson:

Subject: Finding of No Significant Impact
Kekaha Residence Lots
Kekaha, Kauai, TMK: (4) 1-2-002:044

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands has reviewed the
comments received during the 30-day public comment period which
began on January 23, 2003. The Hawaiian Homes Commission has
determined that the subject project will not have significant
environmental effects and has issued a Finding of No Significant
Impact. Please publish this notice in the May 23, 2003 Office
of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Environmental Notice.

We have enclosed a completed OEQC Publication Form, a
Project Summary with diskette and four copies of the Final
Environment Assessment.

Should you have any gquestions, call Stewart Matsunaga,
Project Manager, Land Development Division, at 587-6454.
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1.0  Project Description
[.  Location
Kekaha Residence Lots project is located in Kekaha. Waimea. Kaua'i.
The parcel is bounded by uncultivated agricultural land on the north. by
the Kekaha Gardens subdivision to the east. Kaumualii Flighway on the

‘o south. and uncultivated agricultural tands 1o the west.

; The parcel. Tax Map Key 1-2-02:44 (formerly identitied as Lot C-1). is 20
acres in size. Location and vicinity maps are found in Figures | and 2,
respectively.

.2 Proposed Action

' The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) is proposing to

; construct forty-two (42} single-tamily house lots. one school lot. one

l communication lot. one detention basin lot. and five roadway lots. The

! homes would be constructed on parcels ranging from about 10.000 to

| [5.000 square feet in size. The site plan and subdivision map are found in

' Figure 3.

i Lots will be leased to persons of Hawaiian ancestrny who are on the

: Department of Hawaiian Home Lands residential waiting list. As of

December 31. 2002. there were 1.478 persons on the waiting list for

; residences.

1.3 Project Scope

N
The expenditure of State funds to subdivide and improve these house lots
triggers the environmental review process as defined by Chapter 343.
Hawai'i Revised Statutes (HRS).

.4 Permits Required

Although the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands is exempt from State
and County land use regulations. awardees of DHHL. leases that intend to
build single-family homes will apply for building permits from the County
ol Kaua'i.

The project site is not within the Special Management Area.
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Project Schedule

Complete construction plans mid-end ot 2003
Complete infrastructure improvements mid-2004

Followiny final subdivision approval. the DHHL will award the residential
lots to qualified lessees.

Technical Characteristics and Public Services

The project is 20.0 acres in size. The parcel was previously owned by the
Department of Land and Natural Resources. State of Hawai't (DLNR). but
has since been deeded to the DHHL.

The proposed project involves the subdividing of a 20.00-acre lot into
forty-two (42) house lots. a school site. detention basin, communications
lot. and roadways as tollows:

-

Lots 1-38. 40-43 Single Family House tots
Lot 39 School Lot

Lot 44 Detention Busin Lot

Lots 45 -49 Roadway Lots

Lot 30 Communication Lot

Roads

Access to the Kekaha Residence Lots Project is by traveling west on
Kaumualii Highway. turning north on Akialoa Street. then through the
Kekaha Gardens subdivision on Ulili Road or Iwipolena Road to the west.

Water

The DHHL has received tentative approval for water service for the
proposed subdivision. Presently. water storage facilities are adequate in
the vicinity to accommodate this proposed subdivision. There is a 12-inch
main water line that ends at Iwipolena Road. outside the subdivision’s
eastern boundary,

However. existing source facilities are inadequate to meet the needs of this
subdivision. The Departiment of Water is in the process ot developing a
new well to add water capacity for the Kekaha water system. Completion
of the well is expected in the summer of 2003. Although the new well
would meet the demands of this subdivision. approvals would be
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dependent upon the adequacy of the source tacilities at the time water
service Is requested.

Prior to water meter or building permit approval. the DHHL will be
required to:

A. Prepare and receive Department of Water's approval of construction
drawings for necessary water system facilities and construct said
tacilities.

B. Pay the applicable charges in effect at the time payment is made to the
Depaniment of Water,

C. Submit water demand estimates for the proposed pre-school and

communications lot. -
Sewer Wastewater Disposal
There are no sewer lines serving the area. Individual wastewarer systems
will be installed in conformance with State of Hawai’j. Department of
Health Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-62. “Wastewater Systems.”
Houses will be built through the owner/builder svstem and each lessee is
required to comply with County and State building code and building
permit procedures.
Drainage
There are no underground drainage lines serving the area. Storm water
runotf would be directed to a detention basin that is proposed ona 2.62-
acre lot on the southwest corner of the project site.
Fire. Police and Medical Services
The nearest fire. police and medical services are the Waimea Fire Station.

the Waimea Police Sub-station. and the West Kaua'i Medical Center
(includes Kaua'i Veterans Memurial Hospital).

Schools and Recreation

A 2-acre lot is propesed for a preschool 1o be operated by Kamehameha
Schools Bemnice Pauahi Bishop Estate. This lot would be comprised of
four classrooms. an administrative oftice. outdoor storage building,
parking. and perimeter fencing. Each classroom would be approximately
1.000 square feet in size. The preschool would serve approximately 80
three and four-year old children. There would be approximately eight-ten
statt employed at the preschool.
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Should the school plans not materialize. seven additional house lots would
be constructed in its place.

The nearest schools are Kekaha School (grades K-3). Waimea Canyvon
School (grades 6-8) and Waimea High School {grades 9-12).

A park is located to the west of Akialoa Street. at the end of Ulili road. A
fence surrounds three sides of the park. excluding the parking area, It is
owned and maintained by the County of Kaua'l, A park improvement
initiative was recently lead by a Kekaha Gardens community group in
conjunction with the County Ho olokahi program. The group built a
pavilion. installed a sprinkler svstem. and planted grass.

Under the proposed project. Ulili Road will be extended to accommodate

new uses. The existing parking lot area will be reduced. but will
accommodate approximately 20 parking stalls.

Communications

Telephone and fiber optic network will be provided by the Sandwich Isles
Communications. Inc. (SIC). SIC will construct an unmanned one-story,
775 square foot building. The building will be of masonry construction
with a gable metal roof, Remote telephone equipment. tiber optic
terminals. restroom. and emergency generator will be included in this
facility. The emergency generator housed in the communications facility
does not have an underground storage tuel tank. Fuel storage is self-
contained within the generator unit. all of which is above ground. A septic
system will be used for sewer treatment.

SIC is currently constructing an underground liber optic network on all
islands under a license sranted by the Hawaiian Homes Commission. The
fiber optic network for this site will be connected to the SIC™s facility in
Anahola.

1.7 Socio-Economic Characteristics

Subdivision. construction. and project management costs are estimated at
$4.000.000 (2002 dollars). The planning, design. and construction of the
proposed project will generate some short-term employment opportunities.

The proposed subdivision will provide needed housing tor families of
Hawaitan ancestry. As of December 31. 2002, there were 1,478
applicants on DHHL."s Kaua'i residential lot waiting list. This list
represents individuals 18 vears or older. having at least 50 percent
Hawaiian blood quantum. The anticipated population at project build-out
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could be 210 individuals. This estimation is bused on 42 residential units
with an average occupancy of 3 individuals per houschold. Awardees will -
be responsible for building their own homes within one year of their lease
awards. The land will be leased tor $1.00 per vear tor 99 yvears.

Environmental Characteristics

Construction of the proposed improvements may temporarily impact

existing air quality and noise levels. Construction will also increase the

amount of dust in the air. Noise levels in the surrounding area will be

raised during this time. These impacts are considered short-term. o

Once homes are built on the vacant lots and the preschool opens.
additional traffic will be generated along Kaumualii Highway. Akialoa
Street. and Ulili Road.
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2.0 Affected Environment, Potential Impacts, and Mitigation Measures

2.1  Existing Land Use

The proposed site is located in Kekaha. in the Waimea area. The parcel is
further identitied as TMK (4) 1-2-002:044.

The subject site is located 1o the west of the Kekaha town core. in the
Waimea District. Access to the site is from Kaumualit Highway heading
west. then east on to Akialoa Street. and into the existing Kekaha Gardens
subdivision. The primary ingress and egress to the project site will be
from Iwipolena Road. Access to the school site and lots 40-43 will be on
Ulili Road.

North ot the project site is a cane haul road and agricultural land no longer
in cultivation. Also along the northern boundary of the parcel is a 30-foot
wide non-exclusive easement tor a transmission line. To the east is the
Kekaha Gardens subdivision, consisting ot single-family homes. Also to
the east between the project site and the Kekaha Gardens subdivision is an
undeveloped tenced playground’park site.

Lot C-2. directly to the south of the project site. is overgrown with Kienve
trees. There are burials in this area according o the archaeological study
entitled. ~"Archaeological Inventory Survev of Kekaha Housing Project.”
dated August 1993.

The agricultural land to the west of the project site is owned by the State
of' Hawai'i and controlled by the Department of Land and Natural
Resources. This land is currently idle and not under cultivation. Further
to the west. Pioneer Hi-Bred International. Inc. is cultivating seed comn.

The State of Hawai'i Land Use Classification of the project site ts Urban.
The project is designated *Residential Community™ in the County of
Kaua'i General Plan. The County of Kaua'i Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance designates the majority of the area as “Residential R-6 District”
and a small section as "Open.”

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed subdivision is not anticipated to have impacts on land uses
in the area. The single-tamily residential lots. ot about 10.000 - 15.000
square toot each, will blend into the existing community of Kekaha
Gardens. The proposed communication fucilits will house tiber-optic
hardware that will serve the proposed subdivision. There are no plans to
hire staff to work out of the communications facility. The preschool will
serve eligible students from the proposed subdivision and West Kaua'i.
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The adjacent land 10 the west is currently idle and w hile no impacts are
anticipated at this time. the resumption of agricultural activities may
require the agricultural enterprise to employ best management farming
practices to reduce dust. noise and chemical drift into the Hawaiian home
lands subdivision.

Topography, Geology. Soils. Climate

The project site is located at an elevation ol about ten feet higher than the
surrounding agricultural and residential lands. Most of the site is elevated
relative to the surrounding residential properties. except for some gulches
with about 10 feet of vertical relief. The land is comprised predominantly
of lithified sand dunes of pleistocene age and loose sand of more recent
originsl. deposited on the beach and reworked by the winds into low
dunes.

The soil types found at the project site is Jaucas loamy fine sand (J1B) and
Dune Land (DL). Jaucas loamy fine sand consists of excessively drained.
calcareous soils. with slopes between 0 to 8%. Permeabilitiy is rapid. and
runotl is very slow to slow. Dune Land consists of hills and ridges on
sand-size particles, from coral and seashells.

Kekaha is sunny and warm. and the average emperatures in the area range
from 60 10 83 degrees Fahrenheit. The average annual precipitation is less

than 10 inches.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed subdivision may alter the topography of the area. Some
excavation or grading is planned around infrastructure improvements. A
grading plan will be included in the construction plans.

Geotechnical

A geotechnical and Phase [ environmental insestigation was conducted by
Masa Fujioka & Associates (MFA) in April 2002, The scope of the
investigation included recommendations for site preparation and grading.
design and construction of roadways: permeability data for drainage control

design: geotechnical design criteria for residences. and environmental test data
for use in evaluating suitability of near surface contaminated soils for landfill

disposal.

' Hammatt, Hallett H.. et. al, Archacalogical fivemrory Survey of Kehalra Houseng Project. August 1995,

3
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Following site grading. it is anticipated that the subsurface soils will be suitable
for residences constructed either on-grade skabs or on post and beam
foundations.

Site subsurface conditions consist of a uniform pourly graded coralline beach
sand. The average permeability is in the range expected fora poorly graded.
clean. fine sand. The average permeability is recommended tor site drainage
control design.

On-site Debris

A previous 1998 site visit was made by MFA personnel noted numerous
burmed and abandoned vehicles, some ash. glass and sundry items. Some areas
of the site appeared to have been previously quarried tor coral sand. In
addition. there were areas that had steel cables and pieces of corrugated steel
protruding from the ground as well. [t was reported that these were areas in
which dumping had occurred when the nearby sugar mill was torn down.

Impact and Mitigation Measures

Based on MFA’s experience with similar sites and with the Department of
Health solid waste division. it is anticipated that some removal of soil that may
have been contaminated by previous site operations may be required. Testing
did not indicate that the debris contained within the near surface soils will need
to be handled as hazardous material. After grading. organic materials can be
separated out for possible use as topsoil if desired. Debris can be separated and
either hauled to the Kekaha Landtill or shipped to a metal recycler. whichever
is appropriate for the type of material separated.

Drainage

The proposed improvements will increase runofi compared w
predevelopment levels. A drainage study is currently being conducted.

Impact and Mitigation Measures

Two drainage altematives are being reviewed. One alternative is to
develop an on-site retention basin. The second alternative is to channelize
drainage to the ocean. This second alternative would involve developing a
channel through TMK 1-2-2: 45 and along the mauka edge of Kaumualii
Highway heading west. This channel would connect to an existing
channel that crosses Kaumualii Highway and leads to the ocean.
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The project will abide by the County of Kaua't. Departmento t Public
Works' new drainage standards. Detention facilities shall be required to
keep peak storm tlow rates leaving the site at predevelopment levels and
detain the increase volume of runofT due to the proposed development.
The capacity of the detention basin would accommodate a two-year storm.
24-hour duration. Additional capacity for sediment and debris will be
provided on-site.

Since the proposed development is 20 acres in size. the drainage report

will be submitted to the Deparument of Public Works for review and
approval.

Flood Hazard

[§S]
h

Federal Emergency Management Flood Insurance Rate Map. Panel 152,
shows the project to be in Zone X (unshaded). Zone X (unshaded) means
that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA ) determined this
area to be outside the 300-vear tlood plain.

A Kekaha Sugar Infrasiructure Study dated April 17. 2002 (Final Report).

reports that
~...prior to the initiation of sugarcane cultivation in the 1920.
approximately 900 acres of the Kekaha-Mana plain were
comprised of open ponds. marshlands and rice tields. There were
two large ponds. one at Kawaiele and the other at Nohili. By tilling
in many of the low areas and by operating two large drainage
pumping stations at Kawaiele and Nohili. Kekaha Sugar Company
lowered the ground water table to allow cultivation in areas that
were previously marsh-like in nature.”

“During wet periods. excess storm water runott can resuit in
signiticant flooding of the fields.” ... “Operation of the drainage
pumping stations is necessary to prevent much of the Kekaha Sugar
Company tields from reverting back to its former wetiand
status.”..."The land would likely be regulated as a wetland by the
Army Corps of Engineers if it was abandoned and not used for
agriculture for more than 5 years. Classification of the land as
wetlands would result in severe restrictions on the use and
development of the land. Also. endangered wildlife that may inhabit
the newly created wetlands would tall under the scrutiny ot the U.S.
Fish and Wildlite Service.”

~The Kawaiele pumping station is located south ot the PMRF. The
Nohili pumping station is located further north within PMRE.
They cach pump discharges inte their respective drainage channels
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that then conveys the flow toan outlet in the sandy beach area.”...
“During periods of light to moderate rainfall. the drainage channels
collect excessive storm runolt from the cultivated fields and
convey the runofl 1o the two drainage pumping stations. A “main
canal” interconnects the stations. Under heavy rainfall conditions.
the flow in the main canal tends to flow towards the Kawaiele
pumpiny station.” [Pages D-1 through D-6 of report.]

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Figure D-3 of the above-referenced report shows areds typically inundated
during flood conditions. The proposed residential subdivision lies outside
the designated area. although within 3.000 feet of the eastern border of the
inundated area. Also. given that the Kekaha Gardens subdivision. which
is not at risk of floeding. is elevated above the areas mauka and to the east-
and that Lots C-1 and C-2 are of at least the same elevation as Kekaha
Gardens. with parts of C-1 substantially higher than Kekaha Gardens. C-1
and C-2 should not be considered at risk of flooding.

Flora and Fauna

Flora

A preliminary overview of the vegetation found on Parcel 10 and
contained in the June 10. 1993 report. Preliminary Botanical Surveyv
(Parcel 10, Portion of Lot C. Tax Map Key [-1-02:32). completed by Tim
Flvnn and Melany Chapin of the National Tropical Botanical Garden.
Lawai. Kaua'i. Hawai'i.

The report noted:

~... the vegetation is dominated by the naturalized. alien species
Prosopis pull icda (kiawe), Lencaend lencocephulu (koa haole).
Cenchrus ciliuris (buftelgrass). and Panicum mexinn (Guinea
grass) representing a highly degraded. weedy shrubland. The high
level of disturbance to this habitat is also typitied by the fack of
native Hawaijan plants save a few common species which are
predominantly contined to areas of lithitied sand dunes. These are
Dodonaea viscosa (-a'ali’i), Sida fullux ilima). and | Valtheriu
indica (hi‘aloa). A single. small pocket of Numa sumdwicensis
(hinahina kahakai} as well as scattered individuals of Ipomocu
indicu tkoali "awa) were also seen. None ol these species are
considered o be threatened or endangered.”

The report concluded that it is
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_.highly unlikely that additional survey work on the site will
uncover any rare or endangered plant species. Rare native plants
are very vulnerable to disturbances ot soil. aggressive alien weeds.
and human activity. all of which appear to have been present on
this site for many decades.”

Fauna

According to the University of Hawai'i Nawral Heritage Program. as of
Mav 2002. although not included precisely in lots C-1 or C-2 . the
Hawaiian Duck (Anay wivilliana) was last observed in 1966 and the
Hawaiian Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus) was last observed in
1990. immediately mauka of the Kekaha Gardens subdivi ision. between
the cane haul roads that run parallel to Kaumuali'i Highway. Also. in
1991. the Hawaiian Hoary Bat was last observed makai of Kaumuali
Highway. about mid-way between Akialoa Road and Akekeke Road.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No rare. threatened and‘or endangered species ot flora and fauna are
known to inhabit the project area.

Historic, Cultural, and Archaeological Resources
A report for the project site. Archaeological [nventory survey of Kekaha

Housing Project {TMK 1-2-02:32} was completed by Cultural Surveys
Hawai't in August 1993,

In May 1993, an archaeological survey was conducted on an 89-acre
parcel then being considered for the development ol a housing project in
hekaha, Kaua'i (TMK 1-2-12:38. 1-2-02:32. 34 and 38). Aspartof the
survey work. a cultural layver and burials were found in the southeast
portion of the study area.

Known historic properties in the vicinity include two heiau listed on the
Hawai'i Register of Historic Places (site numbcrs 30-03-12 and 30-05-16)
located marnka of the project site on TMK 1-2-02:235.

The State of Hawai'i. Depariment of Land and Natural Resources. Historic
Preservation Division. believes “there are no historic properties present in
the area because residential development urbanization has altered the
land" and that “no historic properties will be attected”™ by this project.

[n preparing the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Kekaha
Residence Lots Project consultants obtained teedback from long-time
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residents of the area. Over 200 letters were mailed to landowners
surrounding the proposed projects and flyers were posted at public and
private facilities 1o notify residents of the meeling. A presentation of the
project was made on June 12, 2002, The community meeting was attended
by Emerita Sarmiento. Mahealani Sarmiento. Sandra Makuaole. Lindsay
and Margaret Kelley. George Tanigawa. Loreto Pacal and Elmer
Sarmiento.

It should be noted that although the residents in attendance are long-time
community residents. they did not speak for the entire community.

The consultants described the proposed project and potential impacts
outlined in the Draft Environmental Assessment. Residents in attendance
then raised questions and concerns about the need for retaining walls. dust
impacts during construction. removal of horses and abandoned cars. and
plans for the preschool.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

As a result of these findings and recommendations. the 31.57 acre parcel,
TMK 1-2-02:32. was subdivided into two lots to isolate’protect the
cultural area from the proposed housing development area.

e TMK 4-1-2-002:044 (formerly Lot C-1): 20 acres proposed for
house lots. communication lot. and preschool lat,

*  TMK 4-1-2-002:045 (formerly Lot C-2): 11.57 areas
containing the cultural resources will remain undeveloped.

Based on the archacological inventory survey and discussion with
residents. there are no other historic. archaeological. or cultural resources
in the project area.  Should historic sites. including human burials. be
uncovered during construction. all work in the area will terminate and the
State of Hawai'i. Office of Hawaiian Affairs. and the Historic Preservation
Division will be contacted for further action.

On site archaceological monitoring will take place during the grading and
grubbing phase of the subdivision. This will provide additional protection
lo any inadvertent tindings of turther undocumented burials. The monitor
would also be able 10 identity non-human remains such as dog. horse.
cow. etc.. during initial construction work, As recommended by the State
Historic Preservation Division (the Division). the fullowing wording will
be used on any permit conditions:
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A qualitied archacologist shall be hired to conduct on-site initially
(then on-call as needed) monitoring during the project. Priorto
starting the monitoring work. an acceptable monitoring plan (seope v t
work) shall be submitted to the Division for review and approval. The
monitoring plan will spell out a process for documenting sites that are
found. for evaluating signiticance in consultation with the Division
and for developing and executing mitigation work with the approval of
the Division and for mitigation treatment (as needed) with the approval
of the Division. The monitoring plan must be clear that if historic
sites. including burials. are uncovered during the monitoring.
construction must stop in the immediate vicinity and the archaevlogist
shall be altowed sutlicient time to evaluate the site and carry out
mitigation. as needed. The plan must include provisions for an
acceptable monitoring report. documenting all the findings. w be
approved by the Division.

[ burials are found. a burial treatment plan shall be prepared for
inadvertent burial discoveries encountered during the monitoring of
the project. In addition. consultation with appropriate ethnic groups.
the procedures outlined in Chapter 6E-43 shall be followed. Itis
necessary for the treatment plan to be prepared after consultation with
native Hawaiians. such as the Kaua'i Island Burial Council and the
Office of Hawaiian Atfairs.

A report documenting the monitoring and burial treatment work shall
be submitted to the State Historic Preservation Division for review and
approval. The report shall include: I Detailed drawings ot burials and
deposits to scale. 2) All artifacts shall be sketched and photographed.
3) Analvses of all perishable and datable remains shall be conducted.
4} Stratigraphic profiles shall be drawn to scale. 5) All locations of
historic sites shall be shown on an overall map of the project area. 6)
[nitial signiticance evaluations shall be included for each historic site
found. 7) Documentation on the nature and age of the historic sites
shall be done.

Site Preparation, Grading and Grubbing. Construction Waste

The property may harbor rodents that will be dispersed to the surrounding
areas when the site is cleared.

Temporary fugitive dust emissions could be emitted during site
preparation and construction and impact the nearby residences.

There will be grubbed material and construction waste generated by the
project.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures

In aceordance with title 11. HAR. Chapter 11-26. entitled “Vector
Control”™ the applicant will ascertain the presence or absence of rodents on
the property. Should the presence of rodents be determined. the applicant
shail eradicate the rodents prior to clearing the site.

In accordance with Title 11, HAR. Chapter 11-60.1. entitled ~Air
Pollution Control™ eftective air pollution control measures will be
provided to prevent or minimize any fugitive dust emissions caused by the
construction work from impacting the surrounding area. This includes the
ofl-site roadways used to enter and exit the project. The control measures
include but are not limited to the use of water wagons. sprinkler systems.
dust fences. ete. Best Management Practices will be used to reduce the
impact of any polluted runoff to the environment.

The grubbed material and construction waste that will be venerated by the
project shall be disposed of at a solid waste disposal facility that is in
compliance with Title 11. HAR. Chapter 11-38.1. entitled ~Solid W aste
Management Control.™ The open buming of any of these wastes on or off
site is prohibited.

Debris generated by this project will be recveled whenever pussible.
According to the County of Kaua'i. Solid Waste Division. the following
methods can be used to dispose of materials produced during the site
preparation and infrastructure improvement phase of the project. Green
wasle can be separated for recveling. The Kaua'i Resource Center can
recyele any scrap metals and fibers that may be generated from the
construction of the single-family houses. Other construction materials and
debris would be placed in the landfill. Private contractors may have
programs for recycling additional materials such as sheet rock,

Noise

There may be temporary noise venerated from the equipment and
machinery used during the site preparation and construction phases of the
project.

The proposed Kekaha Residential [ots Project typifies a tranquil Kaua'i
neighborhood that does not generate nor is impacted by large amounts of
noise. The addition of residential units. communications facility, and
preschool will not adversely affect the noise quality in the surrounding
neighborhoad.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures
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During the site preparation and construction phase of the project. there
will be short-term. temporary noise impacts on the surrounding area.
Construction machinery will increase noise levels. Contractors will work
during reasonable hours of the day and comply with State Department of
Health noise regulations during construction. Should the noise levels
exceed the permissible sound levels. a noise permit will be obtained from
the Department of Health. as stated in title 1. HAR. Chapter 11-46.
entitled "Community Noise Control.™

Post construction. there will be an increase in trattic noise generated by
the proposed project. but the noise levels should not be signilicanily
increased above the tamiliar residential traftic currently occurring in the
vicinity of the project area.

Air and Water Quality, Wastewater, Solid and Hazardous
Waste

The Kekaha Residential Lots Project is in close proximity to the acean and
should benefit from land and sea breezes. The additon of residential lots.
communications facility. and preschool will not impact air or water quality
in the surrounding neighborhdod. During the construction phase of the
project there may be short-term. temporary impacts from dust.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Roadway construction and lot improvements will increase the amount of
fugitive dust in the air. Construction machiners will increase exhaust
gases in the area of the proposed project. These temporary construction
nuisances cannot be avoided but can be mitigated by frequent water
sprinkling of the exposed dirt surfaces. The Contractor will be responsible
tor Keeping adjacent areas tree of mud. sediment. and construction debris.

To mitigate dust problems during the site preparation phase. contractors
will comply with the County of Kaua'i. Department of Public Works and
the State of Hawai'i. Department of Health. Clean Air Branch
requirements to provide temporary dust sereens and irrigation systems to
control dust. Best Management Practices shall be used including. but not
limited to:

I. Planning the ditTerent phases on construction. focusing on minimizing
the amount of dust generating materials and activities. centralizing on-
site vehicular traftic routes. and locating potentially dusty equipment
in areas on the least impact:

Providing an adequate water source at the site prior to start up ol
construction activities:

13
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Luandscaping and rapid covering ol bare arcas. including slopes.
starting from the initial grading phase:

Controlling of dust Ifrom shoulders and access roads:

Providing adequate dust control measures during weekends. after
hours. and prior to daily start-up of construction activities: and
Controlling of dust from debris being hauled away trom the project
site.

s

LI TR S

o

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands does not believe this project
will trigger any of the permits required by the Army Corps of Engineers.
However. DHHL will contact them to aftirm that no Federal permits are
required. Before the commencement of construction activities. the
Department and its contractor(s} will obtain any necessary permits for
each activity if required under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System.

The Department will require its contractor(s) to comply with all applicable
Federal. State and County permitting requirements such as 2 Section 40}
Water Quality Certification: Hawai'i Administrative Rules. Chapter 11-
60.1. “Air Pollution Control.” Section 11.60-33. Fugiuve Dust. DHHL
will also comply with public notice requirements as outlined in Hawai'i
Administrative Rules. Chapter 11-35. i applicable.

Traffic and Circulation

The project site is accessed via Nuamualii Highway heading wesl. manku
on Akialoa Street. then into the proposed subdivision on [wipolena Road.
fwipolena Road the primary access into the new subdivision. although
four house lots are accessed through Ulili Road. The interior roadways
will be constructed to County standards and dedicated to and maintained
by the County of Kaua'i. No curb and gutters will be constructed.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

During the construction phase ot the project. there will be impucts on
Iwipolena and Ulili Roads. These impacts will be temporary. and short-
term. Contractors will work during reasonable hours of the day to lessen
potential impacts on the surrounding neighborhood.

Trattic impacts post-construction will be generated from two major
sources: 47 residential homes and one pre-school. It is estimated that the
42 new homes may generate approximately 168 additional vehicle trips
per day. in and out of the subdivision (42 homes x 2 vehicles per home x 2
trips per day).
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[n addition. vehicular trips will be generated by parents dropping ot and
picking up students and by preschool staft. While it is estimated that 8-10
staft will work at the preschool and that the school can accommodate up to
80 students. it is not yet known the number of students that will live within
walking distance and the number of students that will arrive and depant by
car.

To minimize the impact on Iwipolena Road. access o the preschool will
he from Ulili Road. The State of Hawai'i. Department of Transportation
does not anticipate any signiticant impacts an Kaumualii Highway.
Utilities

Electricitv, Cable TV

Kauai Island Utlity Company (KIUC) will provide electric service.
Cable television service will be provided by Oceanic Cable.

Telephone

Telephone service and the necessary infrastructure will be provided by
Sandwich Isles Communications. Inc (S1C) under license granted by the
Hawaiian Homes Commission. SIC is currently constructing an
underground fiber optic network on all istands including Kaua'i. The {iber
optic network will be completed on Kaua'i by early 2003 connecling
Kekaha with SIC’s facility in Anahola.

Sewer Wastewater disposal

The development wiil consist of forty-two (42) single-family residential
lots. The use of individual wastewater systems (IW'S) will be allowed by
the State of Hawai'i. Department of Health. in lieu of'a private or public
wastewater treatment facility since the total development of the area will
not exceed Titty (30) single family residential lots.

{mpacts and Mitigation

Only one [WS will be allowed on cach residential lot. Houses will be built
through the owner/builder system and each lessee is required to comply
with County and State building code and building permit procedures.

All wastewater disposal system designs shalt be in compliance with
requirements of Title 11, Hawai'i Administrative Rules (HAR). Chapter
11-62. entitled ~Wastewater Systems.”
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N0 negative impacts are anticipated trom the installation ot electrical.
cable TV or telephone services to the project.

Scenic and Visual Resources

The project is set back almost 400 feet from Kaumualii Highway, and as
such will not interfere with the makai 1o mauka scenic view plane. In
addition. the subdivision is buffered by the 11.37-acre parcel (Lot C-2)
that is covered by the aforementioned w eedy shrubland. The 10.000 -
15.000 square foot lots are larger in size compared to lots in the adjacent
Kekaha Gardens subdivision.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The proposed 10.000-15.000 square toot lots are in keeping with the
residential character of the Kekaha Gardens neighborhood. The lot to the
south of the project (Lot C-2) will remain open. To the west and north. on
lands owned by the State Department of Land and Natural Resources. the
agricultural lands under cultivation for seed corn will not be adversely
impacted by the proposed project.

-

Economic Activity

The proposed subdivision is estimated to cost between $3.000.000 and
$4.000.000.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The planning. design. and construction of the proposed project will
£enerate temporary employment opportunities. This will incrementally
improve Kaua'i's economy in the short-term. While construction may
cause inconveniences 1o residences in the vicini ty of the project site. there
will be no long-term adverse economic impacts.

Aftordable Housing

The proposed residential ot subdivision will provide needed housing for
families of Hawaijan ancestry on DHHLs Kaua'f residential wait list.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

As of December 31. 2002, there were 1 478 persons on the DHHL Kaua'i
residential wait list . Awardees will be given the opportunity 1o build a
home on land leased at $1.00 per year tor 99 vears. Homeowners will
provide a stable place to raise children. establish roots. and become active
members of the community.
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DHHL intends to utilize funding from the Federal Native American
Housing Assistance and Self~Determination Act (NAHASDA) for
infrastructure and aftordable housing financing. Funding through
NAHASDA may be avaifable directly from the Department to qualifyving
families with incomes at or below 80% of the area median income.
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3.0

Alternatives to the Proposed Action
3.1  “No-Build" Alternative

An alternative 1o the proposed action is not to proceed with the
subdivision. This alternative does not accomplish DHHLs mission. nor
does it address the need to provide housing alteratives tor persons of
Hawaiian ancestry.

LR
(]

Alternative Configurations

Alternative configurations were considered early in the subdivision
process. However. due to site constraints. the location of the County park.
and Department of Health regulations. the propased 42- residential lot
subdivision is considered the optimum site design.

In the event that plans to develop the school site and communications lot
do not proceed. an additional seven residential lots could be developed.
This would increase the number of residential lots from 42 1w 49.
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Determination

The impacts of the proposed action have been assessed. The propused
project will not have significant negative impacts to the environment.
Therefore. a Finding of No Signiticant Impact (FONSI) is found. The
determination of a FONSI is based on the following:

I

6.

The proposed action does not involve an irrevocable commitneent 1o
loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resources;

The proposed residential lot subdivision is consistent with land use
plans for this area. Based on studies and discussions with the
community. no natural or cultural resources will be destroved by the
proposed action.

The proposed Action will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of
the environment; -

The rural residential character of the proposed subdivision will blend
into the existing community. A separate study is being conducted 10
explore drainage containment options.

The proposed action does not conflict with the State's long-term
goals or guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, Stare
Environmental Policy;

The project is consistent with the State Department of Hawaiian Home
Land’s long-range plans for the Kekaha area. The project is also
consistent with the State of Hawaii's long-term environmental goals.

The proposed action does not substantially affect the economic or
social welfare of the community or state;

The proposed action gives 4249 additional families of native
Hawaijian ancestry the opportunity to live in a single-family home and
80 students the opportunity for a preschool education. The eConumic
and social impacts of this subdivision are positive.

The proposed action does not substantially affect public healtls;
The applicant will take all measures during construction to minimize
noise. dust. and disruption to homes in the surrounding neighborhood.

as described in Section 3 of this report.

The proposed action does not involve substantial secondary effects;
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The addition of single family lots. communications facility. and
preschool will have minimal affect on population growth or the use of
public facilities.

7. The proposed action does not involve substantial degradation of
environmental quality;

The proposed subdivision will have little or no effect on environmental
quality. Improvements to environmental quality will occur with the
creation of an on-site detention basin to control drainage.

T 8. The proposed action does not cumulati vely have a considerable
effect on the environment or imvolve a commitment to farger activns;

The DHHL has no immediate plans for additional residential and-or
commercial development in this area.

9. The proposed action does not affect a rare, threatened, or
endangered species or its habitat;

There are no known rare. threatened. or endangered species or habitat
on these lands,

10. The proposed action does not detrimentally affect air or water quality
or ambient noise levels;

Aside from temporary disruptions during construction of infrastructure
improvements and home building. air. water and noise impacts will be
minimal.

11. The proposed action does not affect an en vironmentally sensitive
area;

The project site is not considered an environmentally sepsitive area,

12. The proposed action does not substantially affect scenic vistas and
! view planes; and

There are no scenic vistas and view planes that will be impacted by the
proposed project.
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13. The proposed action does not require substantial energy
consumption.

The proposed project will not require substantial energy consumption.
Residential. preschool. and communication lots will consume energy
in accordance with standard rates of usage.



Final Environmental Assessment -Kehaha Residence Lats Project Puge 24

5.0 Agencies Consulted

5.1 Agencies Consulted

Copies of the Draft EA were sent o the organizations and individuals
listed below.

State

Department of Transportation. Highways Division
Department of Health

DLNR. State Historic Preservation Division
DBEDT. Otfice of State Planning

Office of Hawaiian Atfairs

UHM. Environmental Center

County

The Honorable Bryan Baptiste. Mayor

The Honorable Kaipo Asing. Chair. County Council
Planning Department :

Department of Public Works

Department ot Water

Kauai Burial Council

Community and Other Organizations

Sandwich Isles Communications, Inc.

Waimea Public Librany

State Council of Hawaiian Homestead Associations
Kekaha Homestead Community Association

Hui Kakoo
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