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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1  PURPOSE

This Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for the proposed Port Allen Airport
Improvements, and pursuant to Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) and the rules and
regulations established by the Department of Health, Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 200.
The purpose of the EA is to disclose the environmental, economic and technical consequences ofthe
proposed project (improvements) to the public officials responsible for approving the action.
Typically, for those actions which do not have a significant effect, a Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) can be determined. For those actions which will have a significant effect, an
Environmental Impact Statement will be completed. The proposing agency is the Department of
Transportation, and the accepting authority is the Governor. This EA is prepared because the
proposed project will use State of Hawaii land and funds, and involves modification of an existing

helicopter facility.

This EA will be used for the application of County permits required for the project such as
the Special Management Area (SMA) Permit and other applicable permits required by the County

of Kaual.
1.2 SUMMARY QF THE PROPOSED PRQIECT

The proposed project is one which is consistent with the needs of the airport and the
community desires. The proposed project consists of the following improvements, as shown on

Figure 1.1.

« Construction and preparation of fcur (4) lease lots for helicopter lease lots and
accompanying aprons for helicopter operations, with an associated paved roadway.

+ Two (2) fixed wing tie-down areas with an associated taxilane.

e Public comfort station and Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA)
maintenance shed.

« Public and employee parking

« Associated infrastructure improvements

+ Runway lights for emergency use

« Landscaping for beautification and dust control.

1-1




During the development of the Master Plan in 1990, there was considerable community
opposition to the development of Port Allen Airport. However, since that time, there has been
growing support for limited improvement of facilities for existing operations at the airport and the
associated improvements necessary for the support infrastructure. Therefore, the proposed project
will be in concert with the stated community desires and will fulfill the needs of the existing
helicopter operators. Itis noted that the Salt Ponds located north of Runway 9 have been transferred
to the control of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. Therefore, for the purpose of this
EA, the Salt Ponds are considered to be outside of the Port Allen Airport Boundary.

A public informational meeting was held by the DOTA, during the preparation of the Draft
Environmental Assessment in Hanapepe, Kauai, on August 13, 1997. The minutes and written
comments received during this period is included in Section 10.3 of this EA. In addition, 2 public
hearing was held on the project and the Draft Environmental Assessment on February 19, 1998. The
minutes of the public hearing, testimony and comment letters on the Draft Environmental

Assessment are included in Appendix F.
1.3 SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

The proposed improvements to Port Allen Airport is in keeping with the nature and character
ofthe airport. The major impact of the project will be the grading of the site for the construction of
the proposed improvements, including the: hangars which will be constructed by the helicopter
operators; and maintenance shed which will be constructed by the DOTA. To mitigate the dust
during construction, the contractor will adhere to the provisions of Chapter 11-60.1 of the State of
Hawaii Administrative Rules, Section 11-60.1-33 on fugitive dust. In addition, to help control dust,
DOTA will pave a portion of the east shoreline-access road. The helicopter hangars may have some
visual impacts, therefore, the DOTA will require that the area around the hangars be landscaped by

the tenants to minimize visual impact,

Although the proposed improvements will not cause an increase in the number of helicopter
operations, the DOTA will seek voluntary efforts from these users to direct the aircraft fli ght tracks,
to the extent possible and without compromising safety, away from the Salt Pond, Salt Pond Park,
and nearby beach areas. The proposed improvements will have a beneficial impact on the
community by relocating airport functions, mainly the helicopter operators, from Hanapepe Town
to the Airport. In addition, the proposed runway lights will allow the use of the Airport at night for
emergencies. The access to the shoreline for the community will be maintained, and will not be

impacted by the proposed improvements.
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1.4  LIST OF PERMITS AND APPROVALS

There is one major permit needed for the proposed project. The major permit is the Special
Management Area (SMA) Permit from the County of Kauai. DOTA, upon completion of the EA,
must apply to the County of Kauai for a SMA permit as Port Allen Airport is within the SMA, Also
required from the County of Kauai, will be the grading and building permits before construction can
begin on the proposed project. The Department of Water will also have to grant an allocation for

the project.




SECTION 2.0
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

2.1 BACKGROUND

As shown on Figure 2.1, Port Alien Airport is a single runway, general aviation airport,
Jocated on Puolo Point, adjacent to the town of Hanapepe on the south side of the Island of Kauai.
Port Allen Airport is also known as Burns Field as shown on Figure 2.2 and is one of four general
aviation airports within the State of Hawaii Airport System. Port Allen Airport is part of the Kauai
District of Airports and provides minimal facilities to accommodate transient general aviation
aircraft and is used by three helicopter operators. Two helicopter operators use Port Allen Airport
as a base for their aircraft operations, but have no physical facilities or buildings. The third
helicopter operator is based at Lihue Airport, but conducts their air tour operations from Port Allen
Airport on a daily basis.

The land at Port Alien Airport is owned by the State of Hawaii and is comprised of a total
of 134.4 acres, consisting of 122.3 acres of ceded land, and 12.1 acres of non-ceded land. Port Allen
is within the Special Management Area (SMA), managed and controlled by the County of Kauai.

2.2 LOCATION

Port Allen is located on the south shore of the island of Kauai in the District of Waimea,
County of Kauai. The Airport is located adjacent to the town of Hanapepe south of Kaumualii
Highway, State Highway 50. The Airport is located on Tax Map Key (TMK) 1-8-08:4, 33, 80, 83,
5. Port Allen Airport’s Reference Point is 21° 53' 49" North and 159° 36' 11" West, and consists
of approximately 138 acres of land. Port Allen is situated on the western edge of Hanapepe Bay on
the Puolo Point peninsuia. The Puolo Point Light Station is Jocated on the point of the peninsula.
Due to the geographic location on the leeward side of Kauai, Port Allen has clear weather most of
the year with almost no visibility problems. Port Allen is located 10 miles from the resort center of
Poipu, and 17 miles from Lihue, a 35 minute drive. Accessto Port Allen Airport is from Kaumualii
Highway on Lele Road, the airport access road. A secondary access is through the Salt Ponds on
Kaalani Road as shown on Figure 2.2.




23  LAND OWNERSHIP

Port Allen Airport is on 179.32 acres of State of Hawaii land, set aside for airport purposes
through Governor’s Executive Orders (GEOQ) 931 issued March 3, 1941. From time to time, some
of these lands were transferred to other Government functions, such as roadways and parks.
Additionally, the Salt Ponds have been transferred back to the Department of Land and Natural
Resources, leaving a net acreage of approximately 134 acres for the airport. The majority of the Port
Allen Jand is ceded land except for approximately 12.1 acres of lands acquired by the Territory of
Hawait and the State of Hawaii. Part of these lands, 2.352 acres, were kuleana lands, and the
remainder former U.S. Coast Guard land acquired from the U. S. General Service Administration.

Under the Admission Act of March 18, 1959, Public Law 86-3, 73 Statute 4, ceded lands
“shall be held by said State as a public trust for the support of the public schools and other public
educational institutions, for the betterment of the conditions of native Hawaiians, as defined in the
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920, as amended, Jor the development of farm and home
ownership on as widespread a basis as possible Jor the making of public improvements, and for the
provision of lands for public use.” The use of the ceded land at Port Allen Airport, as part of the
public trust, is within the category of making public improvements and the provision for public use.
Since 1941, various GEOs have been issued transferring land from the Department of Transportation
to the Department of Land and Natural Resources for various County of Kauai functions, including
a portion of Salt Pond Park. On December 17, 1990, the U. S. General Service Administration
transferred 9.685 acres of U.S. Coast Guard land at Puolo Lighthouse to the State of Hawaii for
airport purposes, maintaining approximately 1,600 square feet for the Lighthouse itself;

As part of the Closure Agreement for 1984 Land Exchange between the Department of
Transportation (DOT), Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL), DOT agreed to release the 41.768 acres of the Salt Pond area to
DLNR. Therefore, for the purposes of this EA, the Salt Ponds are considered to be outside the
boundary of Port Allen Airport. However, the impacts of the proposed project to the salt ponds will
be analyzed within this EA,

24  EXISTING USES
Port Allen Airport consists of a single runway, Runway 9-27, which is 2,480 feet long by 60

feet wide and is paved with bituminous concrete (Figure 2.2). There are no lights for nighttime
operations. There is a short taxiway between the runway and the general aviation parking area to

2-2
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the northeast. Also, there are currently two (2) helicopter landing pads near the aircraft parking area.
To the north of the Airport, is Kuiloko Road which runs east to west and connects Kaalani Road with
Lele Road. Recently, approximately a half of Kuiloko Road has been repaved starting from the

Jjunction of Lele Road.

There is an airport fence that encloses the Airport Operation Area (AOA), a segmented circle
and a wind cone. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) also maintains
an automated weather station at the Airport. There is a unpaved perimeter road around the west,
south and east portion of the Airport outside of the fence. An unpaved road, which follows the
coastline of the perimeter of the peninsula, is used by the Kauai residents for shoreline access and
recreational uses, such as fishing. Access to the shoreline road will be maintained by DOTA.
Kuiloko Road provides parking on the shoulders for airport visitors. A former unused terminal was
recently demolished due to unsafe conditions.

Currently, three helicopter operators operate at Port Allen Airport: Bali Hai Helicopters;
Hawaii Helicopters; and Inter-Island Helicopters. Bali Hai and Hawaii Helicopters operates asa tour
helicopter operations. Inter-Island Helicopters provide helicopter services to various government
agencies on a scheduled and emergency basis, as well as tour helicopter operations. Bali Hai and
Inter-Island Helicopters trailer their helicopters to the airfield from an off-airport site to perform their
operations and retumn the helicopters to the off-airport sites for maintenance and overni ght parking.
Hawaii Helicopters is based at Lihue Airport and transits their helicopters in and out of Port Allen
each day, to perform their air tour operations. Because Inter-Island Helicopters also furnishes
emergency service to governmental agencies, from time to time, they take off and land from their
hangar at the junction of Lele Road and Kaumualii Highway.

Inter-Island Helicopters currently rents their hangar space from the Department of Hawaiian
Home Lands (DHHL) and is in the process of moving from the area. The two helicopter operators
(Bali Hai and Inter-Island Helicopters) use the concrete landing pads on the airfield for their
operations. Refueling for the helicopters is done with fuel trucks operated by the helicopter
companies,

Port Allen operations for 1992 come from The Update of Hawaii Aviation Demand
Forecasts, Department of Transportation, Airport Division, October 1994, and are listed in
Table 2-1, along with forecast of future aircraft operations.
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As shown, little growth is forecast for Port Allen from 1992. It should be noted that Port
Allen Airport is unmanned and the flight operations are reported by the operators themselves. Any
increase in aircraft operations at Port Allen Airport would be caused by independent aviation
demand caused by the economic climate, such as an increase in tourist oriented helicopter tours. An
ultralight airplane also operates at the airfield, and general aviation aircraft occasionally use the
airfield. Because the Alirport is located on a peninsula, almost all landings and takeoff’s are

performed over the ocean.

Table 2-1
ACTUAL AND FORECAST AVIATION DEMAND FOR PORT ALLEN

Actual Forecast :”
Aircraft Type Operations Operations B
1992 2000 | 2005 | 2010 2015 ,[ 2020 ’
Commuter/Air Taxi/Helicopters 12,690 | 14,000 | 15,000 | 16,000 | 1 7,000‘ | 1 9,0001
General Aviation 700 | ,000| 1,000 1,000] 1 000 | 1,000
TOTAL 13,390 | 15,000 | 16,000 | 17,000 18,000 | 20,000

Source: Update of Hawaii Aviation Demand Forecast, October 1994

The shoreline access road provides access for the U.S. Coast Guard to maintain Puolo Point
Light Station. The Airport’s vegetation has been cut for maintenance purposes, to provide better
visual views and to discourage long-term camping in the area.

As noted earlier, the Salt Ponds are located to the northwest of the Airport and historically
have been included within the airport boundary. An area of approximately 41 acres, including the
Salt Ponds, was transferred by DOT to DLNR for their management. The Salt Pond’s auto parking
lot and Kaalani Road are part of the land released to DLNR.




2.5 SURROUNDING LAND USES

_In addition to the Airport, the County of Kauai Veteran’s Cemetery, Hanapepe Refuse
Transfer Station, and Kauai Humane Society' are located on the Puolo Peninsula. These facilities
are located north of the Airport. The Port Allen Airport State Land Use classification is Urban, and
has a County Zoning of “Open District”. The Salt Ponds are classified as Conservation, and the land
to the north and west of the airport is classified as Agriculture as shown in Figure 2.3.

The Puolo Light Station, operated by the U.S. Coast Guard, is located south of the runway,
with the Puolo Triangulation Station located next to the light station. The County of Kauai, Salt
Pond Park, is located to the west of the Port Allen Airport and incorporates some of the original
airport property. The Park is a popular regional recreational beach park for the west side of Kauai.
While the Park property stops north of the Airport, the public uses the beach west of the Airport as
an extension of the Park because it provides a sheltered water area for waders and non-swimmers.
There are restrooms, showers, picnic tables and shaded pavilions, campgrounds and a paved parking

lot at the Park.

The town of Hanapepe, located north and east of Port Allen, is the center of commerce for
west Kauai. Hanapepe Heights, is a single family residential area, which is located on the west ridge
of Hanapepe Valley overlooking the town of Hanapepe. The community of Eleele is located on the
heights overlooking Hanapepe Valley, the town of Hanapepe, and Port Allen Harbor. Hanapepe
Valley is north of Port Allen Airport, with a geologic history of erosion of the volcanic flows by
Hanapepe River. The Hanapepe River is 13.3 miles long.

The floor of Hanapepe Valley widens as it approaches the coast. The river eroded the valley
when Kauai stood higher than it does today. As the island sank, the mouth of the valley became
Hanapepe Bay. Sediment deposited in the bay built the low plain where Port Allen stands. Today
the Hanapepe Valley contains scattered residential lots and also has taro, vegetable and sugar cane
cultivation. Gay & Robinson is the only sugar company operating the area near Port Allen, with
sugar cane cultivation to the west of Port Allen Airport.

! Kauai Humane Society has been relocated to the Puhi area and is not in the Airport’s
environs.
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Port Allen Harbor is a light industrial area and a State-owned deep draft harbor. Itis Kauai’s
second harbor, with Nawiliwli Harbor being the primary harbor for Kauai. The facilities at Port
Allen are used by the U.S. Navy, as well as for liquid bulk handling, commercial fisheries activities,
and other maritime commercial activities. Also, Port Allen Harbor is now the commercial boat center
for the Na Pali boat tours, and an altemative port-of-call for smaller passenger vessels.

Kaumakani, a small town west of Port Allen, once was the Olokelee Sugar Mill. The town
still has plantation housing. Pakala (Makaweli) is a Robinson family settlement consisting mainly
of Hawaiians from Niihau residing on Kauai. The Robinsons maintain an amphibious personnel

carrier at Pakala for the weekly trip to Niihau.
2,6 HISTORY

Port Allen Harbor was named after Samuel C. Allen, a Honolulu businessman, who financed
much of its development and has been in use from the early 1900's. Port Allen, Ahukini, and
Nawiliwili were the three ports on Kauai vying to become the main Kauai port. Nawiliwili Harbor
was eventually selected as the main port. Port Allen continues to serve as the second largest port
for Kauai. In the 1930's, Puolo Point was designated as a United States Army Military Reservation
and was known as the Hanapepe Military Reservation, Port Allen Military Reservation, and the
Puolo Point Military Reservation. The airfield was developed by the Army Air Corps on the military
reservation in the early 1930's.

The airfield was designated an auxiliary flying field and was named Burns Field for
Lieutenant J. S. G. Burns of the Army Air Corps. Small fixed wing aircraft and glider operations
were conducted at Burns Field by the Army Air Corps. Burns Field was the first airport on Kauai
and served the needs of the island until Lihue Airport was developed. On March 29, 1941, under
Governor’s Executive Order 931, Port Allen Airport was designated as a territorial airport with a
total of 179.32 acres. This is the first formal State reference to Burns Field.
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SECTION 3.0
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

3.1 BACKGROUND

In the late 1980's and early 1990's, DOTA went through a master planning process at Port
Allen Airport. Asaresultof this planning process, DOTA produced two documents: The Port Allen
Master Plan, dated May 1990, and the Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment, dated May
1990. Due to concerns by local residents and the County of Kauai over the scale of the proposed
development, DOTA elected not to proceed with any development at Port Allen Airport. However,
three helicopter companies, Inter-Island Helicopters, Bali Hai Helicopters and Hawaii Helicopters
currently operate from Port Allen Airport. Inter-Island Helicopters and Bali Hai Helicopters have
their facilities located in Hanapepe Town, and trailer their helicopters to Port Allen Airport to
perform flight operatiOns. Hawaii Helicopters transits from Lihue Airport and conducts theirairtour

operations from Part Allen Airport.

Port Allen Airport has been an active zitport since the early 1930's when it was developed
by the Army Air Corps. Since 1941, Port Allen Airport has been a civilian airport for the territory
of Hawaii and the State of Hawaii. It was the first airport on Kauai and served the aviation needs
of Kauai until the Lilue Airport was developed. Port Allen has been continually used as an airport
for over 65 years. Pott Allen Airport serves the needs of west Kauai for general aviation, emergency
helicopter operations and air tour helicopter flights.

3.2 PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the proposed project is to construct those facilities that will provide efficient
and safe aircraft operations at Port Allen Airport. For the helicopter companies it will allow them
to base, operate and maintain their aircraft at Port Allen Airport. It will allow the Airport to provide
a better Airport environment to accommodate existing and forecast operations, by including paved
parking and maintenance facilities. The project provides the capability to allow emergency aviation
activities to be conducted at the Airport during nighttime hours (sunset to sunrise). It should be
noted that with or Without the Proposed Action, the Airport is not limited in airfield capacity,
therefore, the project will not increase or decrease the airfield capacity to accommodate aircraft
operations. In addition, any increase of aircraft operations would be due to other factors, which
would occur with of Without the proposed improvements.




3.3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION - PROPOSED PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

The proposed project (recommended) alternative consists of the following improvements to
the Port Allen Airport.

» Construction of four (4} lease lots (4,500 sq. ft. each) for hangars and accompanying aprons
(3,900 sq. fi. each) for helicopter operations, with an associated paved access roadway.

» Two (2) fixed wing tie-down areas (3,600 sq. ft.) with an associated taxilane,

» Public comfort station and DOTA. maintenance shed, 1200 sq. ft.

e Public (20 spaces) and employee (2 spaces) parking.

» Runway lights for emergency use.

¢ Associated infrastructure improvements for water, waste water, electricity and
telecommunications, and associated roadways.

« Landscaping for beautification and dust control.

The tenants of the four (4) lease lots will be required to provide landscaping for any facilities
to be constructed and will require DOTA's approval. Additionally, as part of the infrastructure
improvements, a portion of the coastal access perimeter road on the east side of the Airport will be
paved. This improved portion of the road will provide better shoreline access. Figure 1.1 details the
proposed improvements. The modest program presently proposed by DOTA, is in conformance with
community planning and simply moves airport operations back to the airport. It is not expected that
the proposed project will increase the operations at the airport.

DOTA will lease the four (4) lots and the helicopter operators will be responsible for
constructing and maintaining the lease lots. DOTA will provide utilities to the lease lots and will
be responsible for constructing the fixed wing tie downs, public parking, employee parking, DOTA's
maintenance shed and the public comfort station. The tenant improvements will include landscaping
to minimize visual impact and lights. All applicable lights will be designed in accordance with the
Department of Land and Natural Resources publication, The Newell 's Shearwater Light Attraction
Problem, A Guide jor Architects, Planners and Resort Managers.

One of the purposes of the proposed improvements is to provide facility sites for those
helicopter operators who are presently operating out of Port Allen Airport. Presently, two of these
operators must truck their helicopters to the Airport from Hanapepe Town to perform their flight
operations. Once their operations are completed, the helicopters must be trucked back into Hanapepe
Town. While the transportation of the helicopters is safe, it is recognized that having the helicopter
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hangars on Port Allen Airport, proper, would be safer and more efficient. The third helicopter
company is based in Lihue, but ferries their helicopters to and from Port Allen Airport cach day, to
conducts their air tour operations from Port Allen Airport.

Port Allen Airport is apublic Airport and airport operations such as hangars and maintenance
of aircraft belong on the airport and not in Hanapepe Town. The proposed project will fulfill the
airport function by providing facilities for existing demand and the facilities to be provided are
primarily existing helicopter operators with capacity to meet the modest growth projected.

Because the helicopters provide emergency service to the Kauai Fire Department and the
Police Department, having the helicopters hangar in Hanapepe Town presents an unnecessary delay
in providing rescue series. Presently, depending upon the emergency helicopters occasionally take
off and land from their facilities in Hanapepe. These emergency helicopter operations create a
nuisance for the surrounding Hanapepe neighbors, when using their hanger area to perform flight
operations. Using Port Allen Airport will allow the emergency helicopters to take off and land in
a less noise sensitive environment and will allow {sr more efficient operations. For emergencies,
runway lighting will be added to the airfield which will allow nighttime emergency operations by

all suitable aircraft,

Additionally, the other improvements will serve the general aviation community, and the
public and tourists using the airport. With the improvements, it will be necessary for a full-time
maintenance personnel from DOTA to be stationed at Port Allen Airport. Thisadditional personnel
will provide additional security for the Airport.

3.4  OTHER AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES

No other development alternatives, were considered due to the location of the Airport,
existing land use constraints, such as the Salt Pond Park, the Salt Ponds, and aircraft operating
constraints. In addition, given the community’s objection to larger developments, only the modest
and limited development alternative was considered.

3.5 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE TO THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

The No-Action Alternative was adopted in the early 1990's by DOTA for the proposed
improvement, following completion of the Master Plan and the Environmental Assessment for the
Airport. Due to concerns by the community and the County of Kauai, the proposed Master Plan was
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not implemented. The No-Action Alternative is an alternative to the proposed action which would
leave the Airport in its present status, i.c. the proposed airport improvements would not be built.
However, the present helicopter operations would continue and increase as the aviation demand for

air tours and government work increases.

The No-Action Alternative, encompasses all other non-development alternatives for the
Airport, such as but not limited to moving the helicopter facilities to other Airports on the island.
The No-Action alternative, assumes that the helicopter operators will be located off-of Port Allen
Airport, whether in Hanapepe Town or elsewhere. Thisalternative maintains the current operational
procedures used by the helicopter operators, such as trucking or ferrying the helicopters to Port
Allen to conduct their flight and air tour operations. The flight tracks would remain unchanged and
the current complaints regarding helicopters operations will remain. The growth of helicopter
operations is not limited by the current facilities, and identical to the Proposed Project alternative
will be a function of the economics or popularity of these air tour operations and government
demand. In addition, the No-Action Alternative will continue to subject the community, especially
those nearby the Inter-Island Helicopters baseyard, to off-airport helicopter operations.

The No-Action Alternative is not considersd a viable alternative at this time, because it does
not meet the purpose and need for the project (proposed action), nor is it consistent with the present
community desires for limited airport development. The No-Action alternative, will create a less
efficient operating environment for the local aviation community and will not allow for nighttime
emergency use of the airfield by aircraft. However, pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS, the
environmental impacts of the No-Action Alternative will be analyzed and documented.
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SECTION 4.0
DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT,
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

41 NOISE
4.1.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Noise measurements were taken at Port Allen Airport from August 23, 1997
through August 25, 1997, and on August 16, 1999 by the acoustical consultant, D. L. Adams
Associates, Ltd., dba (doing business as) Darby & Associates. Both reports are presented in
Appendix B. The following summarizes the results of the study.

The August 1997 noise measurements were performed at seven (7) stations that are
shown on Figure 4.1. The noise measurements were on 70 aircraft operations. Anoperation is either
an arrival (landing) or departure (take-off) of an aircraft. The operations consisted of sixty-two (62)
helicopter operations and eight (8) single-engine aircraft operations. Table 4-1 details the number
of operations for each type of aircraft. The August 1999 measurements were preformed at two
locations shown on Figure 4.1, and the number of operations are shown on Table 4-1.

Table 4-1
NUMBER OF OPERATIONS FOR EACH TYPE OF AIRCRAFT *

Fly Kauai
Bali Hai | Inter-Island | Will Squyres Hawaii Single-engine
Date Helicopters | Helicopters | Helicopters Helicopters | (Fixed-wing)
| August 23,1997 16 8 0 0 0
| August 24,1997 14 0 4 0 0
| August 25, 1997 12 8 0 0 8
rAugust 11, 1999 26 16 0 20 0

* Each operation consists of one arrival or one departure




The measurement stations were either attended or unattended. At each of the
unattended stations, a sound level meter was left in place from sunrise to sunset or for 24 hours, and
programmed to measure the hourly equivalent sound levels (L), exceedence levels (e.g., Ly, Lo,
Ly, and Lyp), minimum sound levels (Ly;,), maximum sound levels (L,,,) and Sound Exposure
Levels (SEL). The basis for noise measurement is dBA, since this noise scale most closely
resembles what humans hear. At each of the attended stations, LS, LyinS, Linass and SELs from
aircraft operations, departure or arrival or flyover aircraft operations, were obtained and visual
identification of aircraft types was made to correspond with the measurements.

For airports, the noise measurement used to determine the level of aircraft noise is
the Day-Night Sound Level (DNL) in describing aircraft noise and its relation to various land uses
within and around an aitport. DNL represents the 24-hour average sound level for a typical day.
For airports with nighttime aircraft operations, a penalty of 10 dBA is assigned to operations
between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 am. However, since Port Allen Airport does not have nighttime
operations, this not applicable. For reference, DNL exposure levels of 55 or less are equal or typical
of quiet rural or suburban areas. DNL exposures of 55 to 65 are typical of urban areas with high
levels of activity or street traffic. DNL exposures of 65 or more are representative of densely
developed urban areas and areas fronting high volume roadways. The State of Hawaii, Airports
Division, has adopted guidelines for aircraft noisc to be less than 60 DNL as a planning level for

residential housing developments.

The noise measurements for August 1997 for Stations 1 through 4 are shown in
Table 4-2. Similarly, the noise measurements for locations 1 and 2, August 1999, are shown on
Table 4-2. This table compares background noise with noise from aircraft operations. As can be
seen, the DNLs are larger closer to the runway and fall off away from the airfield. It should be noted
at Station 7, which was located in Hanapepe Town, the aircraft noise levels (44 DNL) was
essentially equal to ambient noise levels. Similarly, the aircraft noise levels measured at Location 1

- during the August 1999 noise monitoring was near ambient noise levels.

The present aircraft operations are lower than the operations referred to in the 1990
Environmental Assessment. The 1996 DOTA statistics show that there were 3,934 operations!' at

the Airport.

! An operation is defined as either a landing or a takeoff.
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Table 4-2
ESTIMATED DAY-NIGHT SOUND LEVELS (DNL)

DNL AT MEASUREMENT LOCATIONS

MEASUREMENT (in dBA)
LOCATION Background With Aircraft

(August 1997) (Without Aircraft Operations) Operations
) 1 51 55
: " 50 56
- 3 50 60
4 46 46

(August 1999)

1 51-52 (Leq - light wind conditions) G0
54-56 (Leq - high wind conditions)

2 44- 46 (Leq -light wind conditions) 46
= 48-51 (Leq - (high wind conditions)

During the public involvement process, it became apparent that the concern to the
public was the single event impact of the aircraft, mainly helicopters. In general, as the DNL
represents an average daily noise level over one year, a single intrusive aircraft event will not affect
the DNL, but a single flight has the potential to be intrusive and annoying. Due to the low levels of
activity at Port Allen Airport, the existing overall (DNL) noise impact may be slight, but singie event
noise levels may have a potential impact. Concerns have been raised by the Kauai Humane Society
with overflights by aircraft®>. Presently, all aircraft arrive and depart over the ocean at Port Allen
Airport. However, since some of the helicopter flights are of an emergency basis, these flights may
overfly noise sensitive areas from time to time, depending on the location of the emergency.

The typical helicopter flight tracks are shown on Figure 4.2. The existing aircraft
noise has the potential to be annoying due to the single noise event, but the overall DNL show
compatible land use at the airport and the surrounding land use.

* The Kauai Humane Society relocated to the Puhi area in 1999.
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4.1.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

Because the proposed project will not jncrease operations beyond what is forecast
at Port Allen Airport, noise impacts around the airport will be the same as the No-Action Alternative.
Since the helicopter operators will not take off or land from a Hanapepe Town location, there is a
beneficial noise impact to residences and land uses neighboring the Inter-Island Helicopters
baseyard. This beneficial effect will occur with the relocation of the helicopter operators and will

reduce the take off and landing noise in Hanapepe town, Proper.

A mitigation measure under consideration by DOTA , is to reduce the noise impact

by having a voluntary noise abatement measure from the helicopter operators. This voluntary
abatement measure would direct all flights tracks to avoid the residential areas, beach park and the
Salt Pans to the extent possible (e.g. without jeopardizing aviation safety). Although this noise
abatement measure will not remove all noise impacts, it may reduce the annoyance potential by
increasing the separation between the aircraft and the receplors: the residences; users of the beach;

and Salt Pan users.
4.1.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will not increase operations beyond what is forecast at
Port Allen Airport. The existing noise impact and that which is created by future aircraft operations
willnotbechanged. The residences of Hanapepe will contjnte to be subjected to occasional take-off
and landing noise as helicopter operations will continue in the Town.

42 LANDUSE
4.2.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Port Allen Airport is in an Urban Land Use category as designated by the State
Land Use Commission, and has been in operated as an Airport since the early 1930's. In fact, Port
Allen Airport is eligible for consideration as a historic site.

Currently, two ofthe helicopter operations 2re based in Hanapepe town proper, one
of which is on DHHL owned land. Although, this land use is compatible with the State Land Use
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designation, there has been objections on the use of DHHL lands for the existing helicopter
operations. In addition, as emergency flight operations have taken place from Hanapepe Town,
proper, this activity is not in conformance with the surrounding land uses.

The DOTA, with FAA agreement, has released to DLNR approximately 41 acres
of Airport land including the Port Allen Salt Ponds. For the purpose of this EA, the Salt Ponds are
considered to be outside the airport boundary.

422 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed improvements are compatible with the Airport and the existing state
land use. Moving the existing helicopter facilities in Hanapepe Town to Port Allen Airport will
bring the maintenance hangars (baseyard) in conformance as airport related use. The airport
operations are not expected to increase by relocating the helicopter facilities, as any increase of
airport operations will be the result of economic demand, and increased tourist activity. These
economic factors are independent of the proposed action. Hanapepe Town will receive a beneficial
effect, since in effect, the existing helicopters operations are non-conforming uses.

Presently, Port Allen Airport is within the SMA and, as such, any development at
the Airport requires a SMA permit from the County of Kauai, Any future development at Port Allen
Airport beyond what is proposed in this EA would require additional environmental planning,
analysis and documents.

423 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will not allow the move of airport/airfield related
activities to the Airport. Therefore, the existiug helicopter hangars in Hanapepe Town will remain
and the helicopter operations will continue to be a non-conforming land use.

4.3  SOCIAL IMPACTS
4.3.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS
The population center closest to Port Allen Airport is the town of Hanapepe, located

north and east of Port Allen, and is the center of commerce for west Kauai. Hanapepe Heights, is
a single family residential area, which is located on the west ridge of Hanapepe Valley overlooking
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the town of Hanapepe. The community of Eleele is located on the heights overlooking Hanapepe
Valley, the town of Hanapepe, and Port Allen Harbor. Similarto therest of the State, sugarcane was
the major industry of this area.

As for the airfield proper, the aircraft operators use the East side of the airfield for
aircraft parking, enplaning and deplaning of passengers, and aircraft refueling. Neighboring the
airfield to the northwest are the Port Allen Sait Ponds. This area has been harvested for salt probably
since prehistoric times. Concern has been raised by the users of the Salt Ponds: of dust being
generated by airport operation; and aircraft noise impacts. Due to the dry nature of the site, a certain
amount of dust is generated by natural conditions, such as wind. Some of the dust can be generated
by helicopter operations, but a significant amount of the dust js generated by vehicle traffic using
the perimeter road on the east side of the Airport. The majority of this traffic is for recreational
purposes, such as fishing. With the management ownership of the Port Allen Salt Ponds being
carried out by DLNR, the present operations of the Salt Ponds will continue.

43.2  PROPOSED PROJECT

The modest development proposed by the DOTA is in accordance with community
desire. This was evidenced by the Hanapepe community and the County of Kauai's concerns over
the 1990 Master Plan for the development of Port Allen Airport. As aresult of these concerns, the
DOTA has proposed this modest development for the existing helicopter operators. The proposed
project will not limit the current access to the shoreline or develop any areas not currently used for
Airport purposes. In addition, the proposed improvements will not significantly increase the use
of Port Allen over the No-Action scenario, or change the social characteristic of the peninsula or
Hanapepe. Therefore, no adverse social impact is expected for the proposed improvements at Port
Alien Airport. However, even this modest development has received both support and criticism.

The comments and testimony during the public involvement process is presented in Appendices A
and F.

To help mitigate the dust impact on the Salt Pond operation, DOTA will pave those
portions of the Airport and perimeter road as part of the Proposed Project. This will minimize dust
generation and reduce dust blowing across the airfield. In addition, the proposed improvements will
be designed to keep storm water runoff directed away from the Sait Ponds.
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4.3.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Altemative would continue to generate dust and aircraft noise
impacts from present and future aircraft operations. In addition, the vehicular traffic on the
peninsular access road will continue to impact the Salt Ponds with dust generation.

44  INDUCED SOCIAL IMPACTS
4.4.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Currently, there are two [anding pads for helicopters and an aircraft parking area
on the East end of the Airport. This area is the main activity area for the Airfield. Concerns had
besn raised from the community that Port Allen Airport will become a major helicopter center for
tourist flights. At this time, there are no other facilities planned at Port Allen which would support
such an activity. In addition, a few cornmentators are supporting a one heliport concept for Kauai,

namely at Lihue Airport.
442  PROPOSED PROJECT

No induced social impact will result from the proposed project since it is planned
to accommodate the existing and forecast operations at the airfield. The proposed facilities are to
support those aviation operators which are currently operating out of Port Allen Airport and in
Hanapepe Town. No significant increase in aviation demand is expected due to the proposed project,
and any increase in helicopter/airplane operations will be the result of increased economic demand
from the tourist industry. Much of the concern over the proposed project appears to be a concern
of growth and subsequent loss of the present lifestyle of rural Kavai. Any induced growth in the
Hanapepe area will be the result of other economic demands. The proposed project is designed to
accommodate the present airfield users and allow for limited growth of airport facilities in the future.

4.4.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE
The No-Action Alternative will maintain the existing conditions and will not allow

the use of the Airport by aviation related users. In addition to the lack of hangars at the Airport, the
Airport lacks no aircraft tiedowns, paved automobile parking and restrooms.
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4.5 AIR QUALITY
4.5.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Due to the low number of annual operations and future projected operations at Port
Allen Airport, (Section 2.4 Existing Uses), an air quality analysis is not required. Concerns have
been raised concerning dust, particularly in the Sait Pond area, being generated by airport operations
and by cars using the perimeter road around Port Allen.

4.5.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project will have a positive impact since the dust will be controlled
by additional paving of taxiway and access roads. These paved roadways and taxiways should
minimize or reduce the dust generated by the helicopter hovering and by vehicle traffic on the

perimeter road.
4.5.3  NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will continue to subject portions of the airport and

surrounding areas to dust impacts.
46  WATER QUALITY
4.6.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The ocean water surrounding Puolo Point is classified as Class A waters by the
State of Hawaii, Department of Health (DOH). Hanapepe Bay and Port Allen Harbor are on the
East side of the Puolo Point. The major scurce of freshwater, runoff and silts into Hanapepe Bay
is the Hanapepe River. The Salt Ponds are Classified as Class 2 inland waters by the DOH.

4.,6.2  PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project will have no impact upon the existing water quality since
there will be no change in runoff quantity or quality from the area of the proposed improvements
into the ocean or the Salt Ponds. The increased paved area will have localized effects on runoff, but
will not change the general runoff characteristics of the Point or Airport. All drainage from the
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hangars will go into oil/gas separators for treatment before the drainage is allowed to flow off the

hangar lots.

Since the proposed site is not accessible to the municipal wastewater system, a
septic tanks will be used for all on-site wastewater disposal system. The disposal system will be
designed in accordance with the: State of Hawaii, Department of Health, Chapter 57; Private
Wastewater Treatment Works and Individual Wastewater Systems, Kauai County, Department of
Public Works requirements; and other applicable standards.

4.6.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will not change the existing runoff characteristics, and

therefore, will have no impact on water quality in the area.
4.7 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT, SECTION 4(f)
47.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

There are no publicly owned land from a public park, recreational park, recreational
area, or wildlife and waterfow] refuge of national, state, or local significance or land of an historic
site of national, state or local significance on the Airport. The closest DOT Section 4(f) lands are
the Salt Ponds and the County of Kauai Salt Pond Park. These 4(f) lands are located adjacent to the
Airport. During busy times, some of the park users will use the eastern shoreline of Port Allen
Airport as an recreational area. This usage is outside of the fenced Airport Operational Area and is
currently not in conflict with the airport.

4.7.2  PROPOSED PROJECT

Sinece the proposed project is within the Airport Boundary and the Airport
Operational Area, there will be no impact on DOT Section 4(f) land which includes publicly owned
land from a public park, recreational park, or wildlife and waterfow] refuge of national, state, or local
significance or land of an historic site or national, state of local significance. No impact is expected
as a result of the proposed improvements on the Salt Pond and the Salt Pond Park.
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4.7.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will maintain existing operations and will continue to

have impacts on the neighboring areas.

48  HISTORIC, ARCHITECTURAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

4.8.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Port Allen Airport was surveyed by International Archaeological Research
Institute, Inc. in the fall of 1997. The complete report is presented in Appendix E. The purpose of
the survey was to determine if the proposed project would impact any recorded or unrecorded
historical, archacological, or cultural sites at Port Allen Airport. There are four (4) known historical
sites on the Port Allen Peninsula adjacent to or within the airport boundary as shown in Figurc 4.3.

The four sites are as follows,

1. Hanapepe Salt Pans® 50-30-09-49. The Sait Pans were put on the Hawaii Register
of Historic Places in 1974 and are the only known representation of this type of salt
making. The Salt Pans are outside the Airport Boundary and are under the control
of DLNR.

2. House Sites 50-30-09-50 are listed on Hawaii Register of Historic Places and were
last surveyed in the early 1970's. The sites are poorly located but are thought to be
east of the area of the Salt Ponds which are now under the administration of DLNR.
Another housing site was to the east of Puolo Point. There are no remains at the site
at Kuunakaiole Point. The sites have been characterized as being in a deteriorated

condition.

3. Kauakahiunu Heiau 50-30-09-51. This Heiau was dedicated to Kane and Kanaloa
and is not on the National or Hawaii Register of Historic Places. There is some
confusion about the location of the Heiau. It is possible to interpret the location of
the Heiau as any where from Kuunakaiole Point to Puolo Point. It is possible the
recent hurricanes have washed over the site to make it unrecognizable.

3 The Salt Pans area is commonly referred to as the Salt Pond area. Salt Pans are the
official designation given to this historic and cultural site.
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4. House Site or Fishing Site 50-30-09-52. This site, as were the above sites, was
located in the 1928 to 1929 time period by Wendell Bennett during a survey of
traditional Hawaiian historic sites on Kauai. It was referred to as a housing platform
and has been interpreted to be a fishing shrine which was located at Puolo Point.
Bennett located this site east of Kauahakiunu Heiau (50-30-09-51). However, at this
time it cannot be located with confidence. It is located on the National or Hawaii
Register of Historic Places. It is probable that the remains were destroyed or

scattered by recent hurricanes.

There are reported to be a number of human burials and grave markers in the within
Puolo Point. There are reports of finding burials in the vicinity of the Salt Ponds and other burials
near the kuleanas at Puolo Point. The exact burial sites are unknown at Puolo Point. There are
sandy areas which were well suited for use as burial sites in traditional Hawaiian times. For this
reason, development in the sandy areas should be prohibited.

It is reported that Hanapepe is a place where Hawaiian spirits leap into the
netherworld of po. In a general sense, the leaping places are at a cleft on some high bluff
overlooking the sea or in the edge of a valley wall. Such places, often named Leinaakauhane, are
found on all of the islands, with Hanapape on Kauai being one of these locations. However, the
exact location of the site within the Hanapepe region was not specified. Puolo Point has been
reported as a place by a resident.

4.8.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

There are no known historic sites at the location of the proposed improvements at Port
Allen Airport. The site of the proposed project was cleared and graded in the late 1920's and it is
unlikely that significant sites will be found beneath the ground surface. However, the exact location
of Leinaakauhane was not specified and the proposed improvements are not expected to impact this
place. Therefore, the proposed project will have no adverse impact on historic, architectural,
archaeological and cultural resources. In addition, there will be no impact on the coastal shore near
Port Allen Airport by the proposed project and access for the public to the coastline and other areas
on the peninsula will be maintained.

4.8.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will have the same impact that presently exists.
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4.9  BIOTIC COMMUNITIES
4.9.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

4.9.1.1 FLORA

The vegetation in the vicinity of the Port Allen environs, (see
Appendix D, Port Allen Airport Botanical Survey Report), has been described in the 1840's "as a
number of sunburned hills. A few sorts of coarse grass with a number of annual plants and three (3)
or four (4) Malvaceous shrubs include the principal vegetation". Today, the coastal areas support
a variety of indigenous plants like Beach Naupaka (Scaevola taccada), and the tree Heliotrope e
(Messerschmidia argentea). However, much of the peninsula is covered with Haole-Koa (Leucaena
leucocphala), Kiawe (Prosopis pallida) and Guinea grass (Panicum maximum). Chinese banyan, —
coconut trees, and bouganivillia are also present. The plant cover of Port Allen Airport can best be
described as Mowed Mixed Vegetation. The dominant components are grasses, with three species
predominant: pitted breadgrass (Bothriochloa pertusa), buffelgrass (Cenchrus ciliaris) and the
common sandbur (Cenchrus echinatus). Other common grasses are swollen fingergrass (Choris
barbata), star grass (Choris divaricata), and Bearmuda grass (Cynodon dactylon). Within the
grassland are clumps of small shrubs such as Australian salt brush (Atriplex semibaccta), wild bean
(Macroptilium lathyroides), (Macropitium atropurpureum), nodeweed (Synedrella nodifolia), golden ~
crown-beard (Verbesina enceliodescq), alfalfa (Medicago sativa), the native vine, pauohiiaka
(Jacquemontia ovalifolia sandwicensis) and others. Due to grass cuttings, all the vegetation is

trimmed to a height of approximately one foot.

At the western boundary of the Airport, on both the north and south of
the airfield, are areas of land which can be classified as wetlands due to species of obligated or
facultative wetland plants such as pickleweed (Batis maritima), false daisy (Eclipta alba) and
pluchea (Pluchea indica).

North of the airfield and Kuilioko Road there is an undeveloped space o
of five to ten acres which is covered with buffelgrass, Guinea grass, opiuma (Pithecellobium dulce),
ironwood trees (Casuarina equisetifolia), haole koa, and ilima (Sida sp.) bushes. This field is east o
of the Salt Pond Wetland.
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4.9.1.2 FAUNA

Port Allen Airport and the environs, including the Salt Pond wetlands,
were surveyed by Bruner in July 1997, (see Appendix C), for mammals and birds, and the results
are consistent with early survey results, Wilson Okamoto, 1990. In the Salt Ponds wetlands complex
at the west end of the airport, outside of the Port Allen Boundary, two native water birds were
recorded. One species was the endangered or threatened Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus
knudseni) and the other was the Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax). While the
Stilts were foraging for food, the Salt Ponds were being worked for salt and the birds appeared to
habituate to the activity and not be disturbed. Also, observed at the Hanapepe Salt Ponds have been
the Hawaiian Duck or Koloa (Anas wyvilliana) and the Hawaiian Coot or Alae Keckeo (Fulica alai).
Both of these species are endangered. The Hawaiian Goose or Nene (Branta sandivensis), another
endangered species, has also been reported by Salt Pond users to occasionally occur in the area of
the Salt Ponds.

During the survey, no resident endemic birds were observed, but the
endemic Short-tail Owl or Pueo (dsio flammeus sandwicesis) would be expected. While no
indigenous or native seabirds were recorded on the survey, the threatened Newell’s Shearwater
(Puffinus newelli) may overfly this area as it goes to and from the sea for foraging.

There are anumber of migratory shore birds which have been recorded
at Port Allen: the Pacific Golden Plover (Piuvialis fulva) the most abundant; the Sanderling
(Calidris alba); Wandering Tattler (Heteroscelus incanus); and the Ruddy Turnstone (Arenarua
interpres). The Bristle-thighed Curlew (Numenius tahitienisis) winters primarily on islands south
of Hawaii, but a few species are found in the Port Allen environs. The Curlew is now a species of
concern, which means sometime in the future it may be listed as a threatened or endangered species.

During Bruner’s surveyin July 1997, the only mammals observed were
feral cats. Undoubtedly, the Roof Rat (Rattus rattus), the Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus), and the
Polynesian Rat (Rattus exulans) are also present on the airport. The Hawaiian Hoary Bat (Lasiurus
cinereus semotus), Hawaii’s only endemic terrestrial mammal has not been reported at Port Allen,
but can be found in a similar habitat.
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4.9.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project will not impact any critical habitat nor is it expected to
adversely impact the existing flora and fauna of Port Allen. In addition, the proposed improvements
will not adversely affect the resident mammal, or transitory or resident bird population. The
proposed project will be built in an Airport and will use less then five (5) acres of the Airport. With
the recent clearing of the peninsula by the DOTA, additional grassiands have been created for the
birds which prefer open coastal grassland. The addition of landscaping will offset some of the loss
of grassland. Since there will be no development in the wetlands, no further action is required at this
time to further examine or delineate the wetlands. As the Newell’s Shearwater may overfly the
Point, it is proposed that all applicable ni ghttime lighting at Port Allen Airport will be in accordance
with DLNR's, 4 Guide for Architects, Planners, and Resort Managers The Newell's Shearwater
Light Autraction Problem to minimize the airfield as a distraction for night flying birds.

4.9.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

There will be no new impact with the No-Action Alternative since the airfield will

not be disturbed.

4.10 ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES OF FLORA AND FAUNA

4.10.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

There are no endangered or threatened species of flora on Port Allen Airport. Four
species of endangered water birds are reported on the wetlands of the Port Allen environs and one
migratory shore bird, a species of concern, was sighted near the Airport. The Hawaiian Stilt was
surveyed in July, 1997 in the Salt Ponds, outside of the airport boundary. Both the Hawaiian Coot
and Koloa have been reported from earlier surveys at the Salt Ponds, The Port Allen Salt Ponds are
seasonal in nature due to rainfall, and depending on the time of the year, the endangered water birds
could be found at the wetlands foraging for food. To date, no nesting activity has been reported.
The proposed project will not impact the Port Allen Salt Ponds. The Nene, the State bird, an
endangered species, has been reported in Koloa, and in the Salt Pond area by the users.

The Bristle-tailed Curlew has been reported at Port Allen. This migratory shore

bird is a species of concern, which means at sometime in the future, it could be listed as an
endangered or threatened species. The Curlew uses the coastal grasslands for foraging. With recent
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clearing of the Port Allen Airport’s brush, the additional grasslands will provide habitat for the

Curlew and other migratory shore line birds.
4.102 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project will have no impact on the endangered or threatened species
of flora or fauna, and on the Salt Ponds as they are outside the airport boundary. Maintenance of the
airport as grassland will have a beneficial effect for the Bristle-tailed Curlew and other shoreline

birds since it will provide additional foraging area.
4.103 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE
The No-Action Altemative will not change the existing impact.
411 WETLANDS
4.11.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Within the Port Allen Airport, there are seasonal wetlands south of the western end
of the Airport. The total area of the wetlands is approximately 10 acres and are characterized with
pickleweed, an obligated wetland plant. These wetlands have not been officially delineated. At this
time, there are no plans to disturb the area. The proposed improvements are on the east end of the
airport. However, if the west end of Port Allen Airport is to be changed in any way, the wetland will
be delineated. Outside of the Port Allen Airport Boundary and north of the airfield are the Port Allen
Salt Ponds. This land is under the control of the DLNR. Currently, the Salt Ponds are used for the
production of salt. This production of saltis a historic activity and the endangered water birds appear
to co-exist with the salt makers.

4.11.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project will not disturb the seasonal wetlands within the airport
boundary, and since the Salt Ponds are outside the airport boundary, there will be no adverse impact.




4.11.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will have no impact on the wetlands than what currently

exists.
4.12 FLOOD PLAINS
4.12.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Port Allen Airport has been delineated on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
of the National Flood Insurance Program prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). Figure 4.4 shows the areas of Port Allen Airport subject to flooding. The western end of
Port Allen Airport has been determined Zone VE, Zone AE and Zone X. Zone VE is a zone where
coastal flooding could occur with wave action and the flood elevation has been determined (Figure
4.4). Zone AE is a zone where the base flood elevation has been determined and Zone X is an area
of 2 500 year flood of an area of 100 year flood with an average depth of less than one foot. The
nearby Salt Pond Park and the Port Allen Salt Ponds are in Zone VE.

4.12.2 PROPQSED PROJECT

The proposed project will have no impact since it is outside the flood area. The
proposed improvements are not in the flood zone, and therefore, will have no adverse impact on the

flooding characteristics.

4,123 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE
The No Action Alternative impact will remain the same as present.
413 COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
4.13.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Airport is within the Special Management Area (SMA) as delineated by the

County of Kauai.
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4.13.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

Therequirements of the Coastal Zone Management Program will be complied with,
as the DOTA. will be required to obtain a SMA permit from the County of Kauai for the proposed

project.
4.13.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative impact will remain the same.

4.14 COASTAL BARRIERS

This section is not applicable, since there are no coastal barriers within the Port Allen Airport

Environs.
4,15 WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

This section is not applicable, since there are no rivers within the Port Airport Environs.

4.16 FARMLAND

This section is not applicable, since there are no farmlands within the Port Allen Airport

Environs.
417 ENERGY SUPPLY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
4.17.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The only energy supplies which are currently used at Port Allen is the fuel for
airplane operations and airfield maintenance. Presently, there is no lighting at Port Allen.

4.17.2 PROPOSED PROJECT
The proposed project will include low intensity airfield lights for night time use.

The use of the airfield lights will be for emergency use only, and due to its low potential for use, it
will not create an undue demand on Kauai Electric Company. The remainder of the facilities will
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be built with energy-efficiency fixture, to the extent feasible. The lots to be developed for the
helicopter operators will be furnished with utilities to the lots. The facilities to be developed by the
helicopter operators will be, for the most part, replacement of existing facilities and will not cause
an increase in the present power usage. Since there is space for modest/limited growth, increased
power usage will occur. However, this growth is dependent upon growth in the general economy.
The impact of the proposed project will be minimal.

4173 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will maintain existing conditions and will not increase

energy demand or the use of natural resources.
418 LIGHT EMISSIONS
4.18.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS
There are no lights currently at the Airport.
4.18.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed improvements include runway lights for emergency situations. Ithas
not been determined, at this time, whether a pilot operated radio frequency switch or manual
operated switch will be used at the airfield. At Upolu Airfield, on the island of Hawaii, the runway
lights are switched on by a pilot using a radio frequency signal, and at Kalaupapa Airport, on the
island of Molokai, the runway lights are tumed on manually by the Airport Attendant or by a
designated personnel.

1t is expected that the runwzy lights will only be used in emergency situations. The
improvements to be built by the helicopter companies will include ramp lighting. A concern has
been voiced by DLNR over the Newell’s Shearwater fledglings, a marine bird, overflying Port Allen
Airport on departing their nests in mountains, being attracted to urban lights and becoming

disoriented.

As mitigation for the Newell’s Shearwater, all applicable lighting at Port Allen
Airport will be designed and installed using the DLNR design criteria brochure, The Newell's
Shearwater Light Attraction Problem, A Guide for Architects, Planners and Resort Managers. As
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all applicable tenant lighting will be designed to follow DLNR design criteria to minimize light
attraction to Newell’s Shearwater, there will be no significant adverse impact to the night-flying
birds. In addition, it is expected that the emergency runway lighting will be used only for those
necessary emergencies, and therefore will have no adverse impact on the Newell’s Shearwater.

4.18.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action alternative will have no impact since there is presently no runway
or tenant lighting at Port Allen. However, without runway lighting for emergency flight, there will
continue to be an aviation hardship to the west Kauai community in times of need.

4.19 SOLID WASTE IMPACT
4.19.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The DOTA is responsible for the solid waste for the airport, in general, which may
be generated by the passengers and users of the Airport. The DOTA contracts to a commercial solid

waster hauler.
4.19.2 PROPOSED PROJIECT

The proposed improvements will allow for the development of four (4) lease lots
for helicopter operators and infrastructure improvements. The helicopter operators, who lease the
lots for development, will be responsible for having their solid waste disposed of by an approved
commercial solid waste hauler. Since the helicopter operators will be relocating their maintenance
facilities to Port Allen Airport, the amount of solid waste generated will remain the same as it is at
present. The proposed project will have no impact since the improvements will not generate
additional solid waste.

4.19.3 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No-Action Alternative will have no impact on solid waste.
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420 CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS

4.20.1 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project consists of grading, paving, installation of water and
electricity services, septic tank, fencing and landscaping. It is expected that the construction of the —
proposed improvement will take six months. All construction debris will be disposed of in approved
landfill sites. The Contractor will be responsible for dust control from the project and will adhere
to the provisions of Chapter 11-60.1 of the State of Hawaii Administrative Rules, Section 11-60-1-33
on fugitive dust. The State Contractor will also be responsible for controlling water disposal from
construction operations. Since the site is remote from the housing areas, noise from construction is
not expected to be a problem. The Contractor will stage his work to keep Port Allen Airport

operational at all times.
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SECTION 5.0
SUMMARY OF ISSUES

Listed below is a summary of issues raised during the development of the Draft EA. These

issues were identified during the public involvement process, including a Public Information
Meeting of August 13, 1997 and a Public Hearing on February 19,1998. The list of commentators

s presented in Section 10 and the letters and testimony are presented in Appendix A and F,

respectively.

1.

Issue - Use of ceded land for Port Allen Airport.

Response - Ceded land can be used for the provision of public use, and Port Allen Airport

is a public use.

Issue - Effect upon the Salt Ponds and the Salt Pond Park.

Response - The Salt Ponds are considered to be outside the Port Allen Airport Boundary and
under the jurisdiction of the DLNR. DOTA will, on a voluntary basis, have the aircraft
operators perform all flights to minimize the impact on the Salt Ponds and the Salt Pond
Park. To control dust, DOTA will pave the initial portion of the access road to Puolo Point
on the east side. Additionally, DOTA will direct all drainage from the proposed
improvements away from the Salt Ponds.

Issue - Level of development.

Response - The proposed development will include sites for four helicopter hangars, two
fixed wing tie-downs, public parking, comfort station, and other minor improvements. The
proposed improvements are modest in nature and provide for relocating airport functions to
the Port Allen Airport. Further, the proposed improvements are those requested by the

community.
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Issue - Will the level of Airport Noise increase?

Response - Recent airport noise studies for the EA indicate the noise levels will remain the
same and, presently, the DNL levels for off airport sites are within recormmended guidelines

for land use.

Issue - Are there archaeological sites and burials on the airport?

Response - While there are archaeological sites on the airport, arecent archaeological survey
indicates that there no sites in the location of the proposed improvements. The
archaeological sites cannot be specifically located but only in general vicinity, due to
weathering of the sites and imprecise location data. However, these general sites are well
away from the proposed improvements. Similarly, the burial sites are only known by their
general location, but are not in the area of the proposed improvements. The proposed
improvements will not affect any of the archaeological or burial sites.

Issue - Will the highway traffic increase?

Response - Since the primary purpose of the proposed project will be to relocate the
helicopter facilities in Hanapepe Town, the traffic should remain the same or increase
slightly. A positive aspect will be that the helicopters will no longer be trucked to and from
the airport.

Issue - Will access to the Port Allen Peninsula be limited by the proposed project?

Response - DOTA recognizes that access to the shoreline of the peninsula is an important
cultural and recreational activity and will maintain access to the peninsula for the people of
Kauai. DOTA will pave a portion of the east side access road to control dust and improve

the access .
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Issue - What will the flights paths be for Port Allen?

Response - DOTA will have discussions with the aircraft operators to voluntarily direct
aircraft flights away from the Salt Ponds, Salt Pond Park, and Hanapepe Town to reduce
noise impacts. As part of the proposed project, 2 DOTA employee will be at Port Allen
Airport from Monday through Friday and will provide a greater degree of control at the
airport.




SECTION 6.0
DETERMINATION, FINDINGS, AND REASCNS
SUPPORTING DETERMINATION

The proposed project will not have any significant impact on the environment and, therefore,
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. Therefore, this document
constitutes a Notice of Negative Declaration/F inding of No Significant Impact for the proposed
project (recommended alternative). It is compatible with existing and planned land uses and
activities in the area. The applicant will comply with applicable statutes, ordinances and rules ofthe
Federal, State, and County governments, when applicable. The "Significance Criteria", Section 12
ofthe Hawaii Administrative Rules Title 11, Chapter 200, "Environmental Impact Statement Rules,”
were reviewed and analyzed. Based on the analysis, the following were concluded;

1. No irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or cultural resources would
result. Thearea affected by the proposed project consists primarily of previously graded land
in an Urban land use and within the boundaries of Port Allen Airport. The specific site for
the proposed improvements is within the Alirport area with sparse introduced grasses and low
lying shrubs, providing little, if any, habitat for native wildlife. No significant natural
resources would be destroyed or lost. No surface cultural remains were identified on site,
If subsurface remains or sites are uncovered, work will stop and these resources will be
evaluated by state archaeologists for their si gnificance and a determination made as to their

disposition.

2. The action wouid not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment. Instead, the
proposed action would allow for the proper use of the airport for airport purposes.

3. The proposed action does not conflict with the state’s long-term environmental policies or
goals and guidelines. The State’s environmental policies and guidelines are set forth in
Chapter 344, Hawaii Revised Statues, "State Environmental Policy". Two (2) board policies
are espoused: conservation of natural resources, and enhancement of the quality of life.
With regard to the former, the proposed project does not consume significant natural
resources. Inregard to the latter, the proposed project will move an airport function from
Hanapepe Town to the airport, which will benefit the people and the environment of Hawaii
in the future by providing airport facilities at the airport.




10.

The economic or social welfare of the community or state would not be substantially
affected. The proposed actions will allow for environmentally-sound development of the
site, instead of having airport functions outside of the airport. The project will result in
positive economic impacts without significant negative social consequences.

The proposed action does not substantially affect public health. The project will remove
helicopter hangars in Hanapepe Town to the airport. This relocation will reduce helicopter
noise from take-offs in Hanapepe Town when the helicopters are operating in an emergency

situation.

No substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on public facilities,
are anticipated. The project will not result in any foreseeable changes or effects on

population or public facilities.

No substantial degradation of environmental quality is anticipated. No adverse
environmental impacts are expected. Short-term, construction noise, air quality and
construction traffic will have a minor impact on the nearby surroundings. The proposed
project will relocate airport functions to the airport.

The proposed action does not involve a commitment to larger actions, nor would the
cumulative impacts result in considerable effects on the environment. The proposed action
is self-contained and of independent utility. Also, at this time, there are no significant nearby
developments which could cause significant cumulative impacts.

No rare, threatened, or endangered species or their habitats would be affected. There are no
rare, threatened or endangered species on the site. The site is located within an airport and
urban setting. The Salt Ponds located just outside the airport boundary, can provide
occasional foraging areas for the Endangered Hawaiian Stilt, Coot and Koloa Duck. The
proposed project will not have an effect on the Salt Ponds.

Air Quality, water quality, and ambient noise would not be detrimentally affected. Grading
and construction may have the potential to affect air quality, water quality and ambient noise
levels on a short-term basis. Engineering controls will be incorporated into the proposed
project to minimize the impact, and to ensure that the impact is within regulatory

requirements.
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12,

13.

The project would not affect environmentally sensitive areas, such as flooding plains,
tsunami zones, erosion areas, geologically hazardous lands, estuaries, fresh water or coastal
waters, The proposed project is outside flooding and tsunami zones, is not in a geologically
hazardous land, and will not affect estuaries, fresh water or coastal waters. Grading of the
project will ensure that there will be no runoff. The design of the improvements will use best

management practices to minimize runoff during construction.

There will be no effect on scenic vistas or view planes in county or state plans or studies.
The proposed project does not have a direct effect on vistas or view planes, as the helicopter
operators will be required to landscape the hangars for beautification.

The proposed project will not require substantial energy consumption. The majority of the
energy used will be construction and will be a short-term impact.




SECTION 7.0
LIST OF PREPARERS

It is recognized that no one individual can be an expert in all of the environmental analyses
presented in an Environmental Assessment (EA). Consequently, an interdisciplinary tcam,
consisting of technicians and experts in various topics, was required to prepare and complete this
study. The prime consultant was Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. Since the State of Hawaii
may apply for future federal funding for the proposed project, the EA was prepared in accordance
with FAA Order 5050.4a, Airport Environmental Handbook. Listed below are the preparers of the
EA.

7.1  STATEOFHAWAII, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, AIRPORTS DIVISION

Listed below are the employees of the State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation,
Airports Division, who are responsible for the preparation of this EA. Theidentities and background
of the principal preparers are listed below:

. Mr. Ben Schlapak, P.E., Head Planning Engineer
Education:  B.S., Norwich University, 1959, Mechanical Engineering
B.S., Texas A & M, 1964, Civil Engineering
M.S., Texas A & M 1965, Engineering
Thirty-five (35) years of engineering experience and sixteen years of experience in
environmental impact analysis, and mitigation.

- Mr. Steve Takashima, Senior Planner

Education:  B.A., University of Hawaii, 1971, Business Statistics and Economics
M.B.A., University of Hawaii, 1975, Business Administration

Seventeen (17) years of experience in transportation planning, forecasting, and analysis, as
Hawaii DOT transit manager, and airport environmental and noise compatibility planning.
Recent projects include the Barbers Point Master Plan and Noise Compatibility Program,
Kahului Airport Environmental Impact Statement, Haleiwa By-Pass Road, Castle
Interchange, H-2 and H-3 Interstate Highways, Waimea By-Pass Road and Waiawa
Interchange.
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Ms. Lynn Becones, Planner

Education:  B.A. University of Hawaii, 1973, Anthropology

Four (4) years of airport and environmental planning experience. Recent projects include
Kahului Airport, Kauai Heliport, and Dillingham Airfield.

PRIME CONSULTANT

As stated above, Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. (EKNA) was the prime consultant for

the EA. The project team included EKNA and subconsultants to provide expertise in different areas
of study. Listed below are the principal preparers of EKNA.

7.3

Mr. James G. Dittmar, Consultant
Education:  B.A. University of Southern California, 1963, Zoology
Graduate Studies: Oceanography and Business, UCLA, Long Beach State,
and University of Hawaii
Thirty (30) years of experience in transportation and infrastructure development projects
including environmental programs such as the Honolulu International Airport Reef Runway
Environmental Impact Statement, the Kalaupapa Airport, Roadways and Wharf
Improvements Environmental Impact Statement, and Kahului Airport Environmental Impact

Statement.

Mr. Brian T. Ishii, P.E., Principal-in-Charge
Education:  B.S., University of Hawaii, 1978, Civil Engineering

M.S., University of Hawaii, 1982, Ocean Engineering
Fifteen (15) years of engineering experience with twelve (12) years of experience in master
planning and environmental planning of airports and related topics. Recent projects include
master plans and environmental studies for Honolulu International Airport, Kalaupapa
Airport, Dillingham Airfield, and Kahului Airport.

TECHNICAL ANALYSIS

The EKNA project team included subconsultants to provide expertise in different areas of

the study for the preparation of the EA. Listed below are the identities, specialties and background
of these subconsultants.




Archaeology, Historical and Cultural Resources Studies - International Archaeology
Research Institute, Inc. (IARI). Establish in 1984, IARI has completed ninety-two (92)
projects in Hawaii and completed a number of surveys for airports.

Fauna Studies - Phillip L. Bruner. A wildlife biologist since 1966, Mr. Bruner has conducted
wildlife studies throughout the Pacific Basin, including Polynesia and Micronesia. He has
conducted wildlife surveys on 2l! the major Hawaiian Islands.

Flora and Wetland Studies - Botanical Consultants. Twenty-nine (29) years of experience
in botanical and wetlands surveys in the Hawaiian Islands, Mariana Islands, and West

Carolinas.

Noise Studies - D. L. Adams Associates, Ltd. dba Darby & Associates, Acoustical
Consultants. Twenty-five (25) years of experience in airport noise studies including
Honolulu International Airport, Dillingham Airfield, and Waimea-Kohala Airport.
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SECTION 9.0
LIST OF INDIVIDUALS, AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

County of Kauai, Planning Department

State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and
Wildlife

Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District Office, Honolulu
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SECTION 10.0
PUBLIC CONSULTATION

10.1 LIST OF THOSE WHO SUBMITTED COMMENTS AT THE PUBLIC
INFORMATIONAL MEETING.

All comments and response letters are in Appendix A.

Mr. Steve D. Chilton
Chief Pilot

Inter-Island Helicopters
P.0.Box 156

Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Mr. David Dias, Junior
Bad Boys Cycles
P.0.Box 1017
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Mr, Marty Hoffman
West Side Activities

P. 0. Box 926

Waimea, Hawaii 96796

Mr. Dennis Imamura
Patrol Sergeant

Kauai Police Department
3060 Umi Street

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Mr. Kelly Johnston
2490 Kipuka Street
Koloa, Hawaii 96756

Mr. Gordon Kaaumoana
P. 0. Box 294
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Ms. Annie K. Kanahele
P. 0. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769
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Mr, Donald H. Kanahele
P. Q. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Mr. George K. Kanehele
P. O. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Mr. Ioa K. Kanahele
P. O. Box 294
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Mr. Isaac A. Kanahele
P. O.Box 225
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Kay K. Kanahele
P. C. Box 228
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Ms. Kathy N. Kaohelaulii
P. O. Box 208
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Mr. David K. Sproat
Kauai Fire Department

4444 Rice Street, Suite 295

Moikeha Building
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Mr. Fred Sumida

Bad Boy Cycles

P. O. Box 1017
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Corey Swartz
2490 Kipuka Street
Koloa, Hawaii 96756

LIST OF THOSE WHO SUBMITTED COMMENTS AFTER THE PUBLIC
INFORMATIONAL MEETING.

All comments and response letters are in Appendix A.




Dee M.Crowell, Director
Planning Department
County of Kauai

Kapule Building

4444 Rice Street, Suite 473
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Ms. Margaret Emerson
P. O. Box 1025
Kalaheo, Hawaii 96741

Mr. Dennis M. Esaki
South Sea Helicopters, Inc.
3901 Molulele Loop #32
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Ms. Naia Hill
P. O.Box 597
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Ms. Sherry Hoe

Executive Director

The Kauai Humane Society
P. O.Box 530

Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Maryanne W. Kusaka
: Mayor
- County of Kauai
4444 Rice Street, Suite 235
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

- Curtis & Bonnie Lofstedt

: Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc
P. O.Box 831

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Bonnie Lofstedt

Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc.
P. O. Box 831

Lihue, Hawaii 96766
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Mr. Arnold L. Lum

Native Hawaiian Legal Corproation —
1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1205

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Mr. Bob McCaig
2770 Milo Hae Loop
Koloa, Hawaii 96756

Patsy T. Mink (Two letters received September 8, 1997 and October 7, 1997)
Member of Congress

P. O.Box 50124

Honolulu, Hawaii 96850-4977

Mr. Edwin Q. P. Petteys

Branch Manager

Kauai District

Division of Forestry and Wildlife
Department of Land and Natural Resource
3060 Eiwa Street, Room 306

Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1875

Mr. Cesar C. Portugal
County Engineer
Department of Public Works
County of Kauai

4444 Rice Street

Moikeha Building, Suite 275
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Mr. Will Squyres

Will Squyres Helicopter Tours
P. 0. Box 1770

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

i Kali Watson, Chairman

Hawaiian Homes Commission
Department of Hawaiian Home Land
P. O. Box 1879

Honolulu, Hawaii 96805

Michael D. Wilson, Chairperson
Board of Land & Natrual Resources
P. O. Box 621

Honolulu, Hawaii 96809
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10.3 MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

The Public Informational Meeting was held on August 13, 1997 and was opened at
00 p.m. at the Hanapepe Recreational Auditorium. Attached are the attendance

approximately 7:
e five representatives from the Airports Division and their Consultant

sheets. Listed below are th
who attended the meeting.

. AIRPORTS DIVISION REPRESENTATIVES

Stan Sekimot©, Kauai Airports District Manager

Tim Skinner, Assistant Kauai Airports District Manager
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer

Steve Takashima, Airport Planner

Lynn Becone$: Airport Planner

. CONSULTANT

Jim Dittmar, Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

The meeting was opened by Ms. Juliet Aiu, Commissioner of Transportation. Mr. Ben
Schlapak gave his comments on the history of planning at the Port Allen Airport. Mr. Schlapak
emphasized that Port Allen Airport was an active airport, and that DOT plans to maintain it as an
active airport, While DOTA did put aside the proposed Master Plan for Port Allen in 1990, DOTA
has now receiving requests from existing operators, other governmental agencies, and the public,
supporting the development for a moderate program for the Airport.

The Consultant explained the EA process and stated that this meeting is to gather public
input for the proposed project. It was pointed out that there are two airport operators, Interisland
Helicopters and Bali Hai Helicopters who are now using the airport for operations, but are forced
to do maintenance off airport due to lack of facilities. It is DOTA’s position that those off airport
operations belong on the airport for community safety and, in particular, for those helicopters

operations which involve search and rescue.

. SUMMARY OF ISSUES

The general mood of the people attending the meeting ranged from endorsement of the
proposed project to cautious concem. Listed below are the comments from the participants and

replies from Mr. Schlapak:
1.  Level of development proposed by DOTA.

Reply - The improvements proposed are four helicopter hanger pads (the hangers are
to be built by the helicopter operators) and aprons, two fixed wing aircraft tiedowns,
a parking lot for approximately 12 cars, comfort station, and a DOTA maintenance




building. If additional improvements are proposed in the future, DOTA will
undertake additional planning and environmental documentation..

It was requested that the new noise curves show the noise over residential areas and
the Salt Pond.

Reply - The EA will show the noise curves.
The EA should show the flight paths of the helicopters and fixed wing airplanes.
Reply - The EA will show the flight paths.

Concern was raised about military helicopters flying over the beach areas, the Salt
Ponds and the residential areas around Port Allen.

Reply - DOTA will attempt to address these areas within the EA. However, the
military has a defense mission to follow,

Later in the meeting, a Navy Helicopter pilot stated that he had landed twice at Port
Allen in the last two years. Once to evacuate a scuba diver with the bends for
transportation to Oahu, and the second time for training. However, depending upon
their mission, the Navy tries to avoid sensitive areas.

How many helicopter operators would there be at Port Allen.

Reply - There are two existing operators who have expressed an interest in building
facilities, Interisland Helicopters and Bali Hai. With the four hanger pads, there is
room for four operators maximum or a minimum of two.

Concern was raised over the location of the hangers and fuel storage.

Reply - All facilities will be located and designed in accordance with FAA Design
Criteria.

Concern was raised about gliders operating at the airfield due to an earlier issue
conceming an tow cable being dragged over the airfield and adjacent area.

Reply - As a public airport, Port Allen Airport is opened to all airfield users. At this
time, there are no request for glider operators facilities at the airport. However, if
there are requests, it will be addressed based upon availability of space and safety of
operations.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Is Port Allen Ceded Land?

Reply - The majority of land at Port Allen is ceded land expect for some lands which
were kuleanas. It is also understood there are Hawaiian Burials on or near the
kuleanas at the airfield. The ceded land issue will be addressed in the EA. An

archaeological study will be completed and the families of the former kuleanas will
be contacted for information conceming the burials and their proper designations.

A Fire Chief' supported the proposed facilities at Port Allen since it will make their
Search and Rescue Operations safer.

Reply - The type of helicopter operations will be discussed in the EA.

The Division of Forestry and Wildlife supports the proposed facilities at Port Allen
since it will be more convenient and safer for their operations on West Kauai.

Reply - The type of helicopter operations at Port Allen will be discussed in the EA.
Growth and revenue are needed for West Kauai.

Reply - The proposed project at Port Allen will support modest growth for the
airport.

Will the proposed hangers be landscaped?

Reply - The EA will require landscaping of the hangers in order to minimize visual
impacts.

Will the traffic projections for Port Allen after the improvements be included in the
EA?

Reply - The traffic projections will be included in the EA.

Will the draft EA be circulated?

Reply - The availability of the draft EA will in the Office of Environmental Quality
Control bulletin. Additionally, DOTA will put the draft EA in the Kauai libraries
and will mail draft EA to anyone requesting a copy.

Will there be further review of the proposed improvements?

Reply - DOTA will have to request an Shoreline Management Area (SMA) Permit
from the County of Kauai, since Port Allen is within the SMA.

! The Fire Chief was not speaking on behalf of the County of Kauai's position on this
project as stated in their letters dated August 29, 1997 and November 18, 1997.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Are there any plans for concessions for selling goods at Port Allen?

Reply - No other concessions are planned at this time. The Helicopter operators may
sell goods directly connected with their business, i.e. t-shirts.

What environmental studies are planned?

Reply - Flora and fauna studies, aircraft noise studies and archaeological studies will
be completed and included in the EA.

Is this proposed development of some bigger development?

Reply - DOTA is trying to keep the development minimal in order to blend into the
community. The runway is not long enough to allow for any development except
general aviation. The County of Kauai can control the development at Port Allen
through the SMA permit.

Will the County General Plan be taken into account?

Reply - Yes.

When will the draft EA be available?

Reply - Will have the draft EA completed within three to six months.

10.4 LIST OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS COMMENTING
DURING PUBLIC HEARING AND ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

The comment letters and responses to the comments and the Public Hearing minutes are
included in Appendix F.

FEDERAL AGENCIES

Federal Aviation Administration, Westemn-Pacific Region, Honolulu Flight Standards
Office

STATE OF HAWAII AGENCIES

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife
Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Division
Office of Environmental Quality Control

Office of Hawaiian Affairs




COUNTY OF KAUAI AGENCIES

Department of Public Works
Planning Department

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS

Rizal Antonio
Myron Arakaki
Richard Arakaki

Andrea Cronrod

Fran and David Dias, Jr.

Sam Dias
Linda Anne M. Donley

Frances N. Fraizer

Elsie T. Godbey
Thomas N. Godbey

Dorothea Hayashi

Greg Hirano

Steven Hirano

Marty Hoffman, West Side Activities
Nolan Holi

Wilma Holi

Artis Hopman

Ralph Ishikawa, Flowers West

Linda Kaiekapu, Western Motors Service, Inc.
Annie K. Kanahele

Bernard O. Kanahele

Diane H. Kanahele

Donald H. Kanahele

George Kanahele

Carol T. Kanna

Peggy W. Kaohelaulii, Kekaha Niihau School
Robert King and Stanley Buduan

Fred Jager, Koloa Community Association
Sylvia A. Koshi, U.S. Postal Service

Ann Leighton
David H. Leopold
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Bonnie Lofstedt, Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc.
Armmold Lum, Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation

Feli Macadangdang
Emily L. McCaig
Robert B. McCaig
Delphin Mills

Judith Naumu-Stewart
Lily Ng

Edward T. Nonaka
Samuel Nowden

Carl R. Oliver
Kaleki L. Oliver
Sylvia Oliver

Margy Parker, Margy Parker and Associates
Leah K. Pereira, Beneficiary of Prince Kuhio’s Trust

Robbie A. Reneau

Clayton Sakahashi
Judy Dalton, Sierra Club

Dawn M. Traina
Travcomm Avionics

Ronald L. Victorino, Sr., George Matsuda, Marla M. Castillo, Colleen Louis, Linda Inouye,
Anna Souza, Ronald L. Victorino, Jr.

Jackson Wong, DBA Wongs Restaurant and Omoide Deli




APPENDIX A

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE LETTERS
PORT ALLEN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
AUGUST 13, 1997
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October 1, 1997
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%é Mr. Steve D. Chilton i
S chief Pilot

5 Inter Island Helicopters

P. O. Box 156 ;
I Hanapepe, Hawail 96716

B i
t Dear Mr. Chilton: E

Subject: Port Allen airport Environmental assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01
comments on the EA currently peing developed

Thank you for your 3 =

for the improvements at Port allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the graft EA to the office of
two Months from the Notice

Environmental Quality control within
of Publication.
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please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
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If you have any gquestions,
at (808) 838-8811.
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. MATSUDN, P.E.
+s Administrator
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Sincerely,

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.
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Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluho
Working Together to Provide Gatcways of Aloha
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State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 968 }'9-1 830

o
T




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
DIRECTIOR

GOVERNOR
DEPUTY DIRFCTQORS

GLENN M. CKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAL

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO;
AIRPORTS DIVISION ATIR-EN
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373

HONOLULU, HAWAII £5815-1880

September 25, 1997

e
it

Mr. David Dias, Jr.

Bad Boys Cycles

P. 0. Box 1017
Hanapepe, Hawail 96716

Dear Mr. Dias:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AX2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Porit Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two menths from the Notice

of Publication.
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If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.
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Sincerely,

Ju p

£

oy

M. MATSUDA, P.E.
A rts Administrator

S e

)

c: ./Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.
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Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together to Provide Galeways of Aloha
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2179
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ~
AIRPGP™= piy.

COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM AR
ARA _ _
NnARTY  WoEEMAN) (1 3/497 aRE _/ £~
NAME DATE ARL .
WEST ¢\nE A CTVITIES WREP D ~
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION MRS

P.o. BOX 924
ADDRESS

WM EA
CITY -

COMMENT/REQUEST: .
A MMWM P ik A,u_o,..\, PM—'v‘m:’U’t o

hbokon s Sk ek A ks i docallep
/f.Aqf\_. Thinple \mju C\_,uwp TRt X0 AM;(’JV\&LA/\Y\

)

& dwda Ftamd s hie b Gould ~vaahe St dadfonsncs {‘qug
INIEWr=T. ~o ot T o
v o~ /1 |

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division %

Please send to:

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GCVEANCR

KAZU HAYASHICA

DIRECTOR
GEPUTY DIRECTORS
GLENN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K. MINAA]
STATE OF HAWAI!

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INREPLY REFER TO:

AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN

4D0 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373

HONOLULU, HAWAII 25819-1880

September 25, 1997

Mr. Marty Hoffman
West Side Activities
P. O. Box 926

Waimea, Hawaii 96796

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any gquestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

o o ST

JERRY . MATSUDA, .E.
Ai ts Administrator

c: /Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Hana Like Nu Ke Ala Aluha
Working Togelher 10 Provide Gatewayx of Aleha

L3




PORT ALLEN AIRPORT @ 2] s
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT Y ~

COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM

(e -
Dennis imamura - Aucust 14, 1997
NAME DATE -
Kauvai Police Department Patrol Sergeant
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION -
3060 Umi St. .
ADDRESS
Lihue. BT 96766 ) v
CITY STATE Z TP CODE
COMMENT/REQUEST: .
As a life long member of the westside community. Kekaha, I am in
favor of having this heliport and small aircraft airport being built

at Burns field, Hanapepe- Bere are my reasons why wve sheould have .

the heliport there. I was just recently transferred to the patrol o

Prior to that, I was the Vice Sergeant in charge of

bureau of KPD.

coordinating our green harvest operations on Kauai. I have over 25

We have apout four green Farvest missions™'

15T Gf €oOraination witn cthe £ath IATEnTEY ., thes:
and another Huches 500 to park at your Lihue 2

airport. We finally ended up parking fronting the FEDEX building, close
i

to the grass strip..We had to supply two Security personnel to guard |

the helicopter overnight This costs our department about $1800.00
per week. I then had to coordinate with Kukui Grove management to i

ange So that we coula rid itet
Space is getting michty scarce

The military also landed the*}

years of service with KPD.

51t Kauai. JLLC cakes
DEA bocow _helicopter,

Tznd the helicopter by the golf ©riving r
up with our eoyipment for our missions.
in the Lihue area for us to do our job.

for a safety briefing on the Ffirst day of the mission.
By approving the heliport at Burns Field, all of the helicopter

could land and stage right there at Burns Field. We could have our

briefing and debrilefing tThere at the hanger.
no_problem, and we will be out of everyones wWay.

(5

?'f-nz

Rigging the hellcopter
Your consideration £

o

approval in this matter will be greatly appreciated. A LA (-
Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator - Ny L
. State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports DIvision
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700 '
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO .
GOVERNCR KAZU HAYASHIDA
A DN DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECYORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAI

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:

AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULU, HAWAII £6619-1880 27.1373

September 25, 1997

Mr. Dennis Imamura
Patrol Sergeant

Kauai Police Department
3060 Umi Street

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Imamnura:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any gquestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

Tt T

Air ts Administrator

c: oEdward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Hana Like No Ke Alz Aloha
Working Tegether 1o Provide Gareways of Aloha
[




25|

C -
A hinrunito viv.
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT AIR
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AIRA ~
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM i‘l‘; i —=
Kelly Johnson | F-23-77 MR
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION —~

en  Wipusa St o

ADDRESS !
Ko(‘ba/ KL %..Zé_gﬂ "

STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENT/REQUEST:

We Gupperd” Toder Lolamd ufﬁxwplﬁvs ‘ 3
peve do - Boums Lield. : %

ﬂ‘ wmuc‘- Jru—oj*c‘a}b (esuca ad&g,

i dolie wodes 4 2conopnclle '
i}rw” w,u,.' ] e
’fu \fuﬂ,\rmdl MMW—H UJJ“ hare A’
\W,-—d"ovx Wﬁc@_. i “
| N
! ,4
i g
e

g iy

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Alrports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu Internationat Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Stite 700

b, FY. . L A,meN 100R

BB [
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GCVERNCR

;

KAZU HAYASHICA,
DIRECTCA

CEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAL

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION : ATR-EN
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373

HONCLULU, HAWAIl 25813-1880

September 25, 19%7

Ms. Kelly Johnston
2490 Kipuka Street
Koloa, Hawaii 96756

Dear Ms. Jeohnston:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the 0ffice of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

TS

L]
JE - MATSUDA,
Al ts Administrator

vEdward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

3

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Wo:kirig Together to Provide CGateways of Aloha
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; PORT ALLEN AIRPORT - AIRPORTS DIV, —

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
- AR &
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM AIR-A
' AIR-E j
G K Kaaunoans- . F~ie~27 ARL —
ARER <L
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION X

RO mox 2q4 —_
ADDRESS ‘

M e b 70 9 ' -
CITY STATE ZIP CODE o
COMMENT/REQUEST: “

We r’zlofzﬂmi the _ tntericlan d é—ft[:crp-‘rr fe Ix. Mrve  ad- ‘o

the  brne field. Afmml' ~

Aﬂé P-o.e_p]g_, | . bar.tr\xj 643!&3 —l-l-\_sc.;l— +hi'e Llcll.\f—t-'.pld-‘r‘ I‘S.

QG-*-LS—_(;\-LQ‘ Aho.  prebleyn cver o Sald pondl pa:!—c[’n {ot

Whieh  te nadt  Arue. Wind  cauee dirt. -

*

Aau\ Ao L‘-blf(.apl—w N oL o Jﬂf'b'h-\ Ahoa 5"‘-”‘ Pohd

Pate. owher,

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Dmswn
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Haweaii 968%}_9—1880
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AIRPORTS DIVISION
200 RODSERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULU, HAV/AI £5819-1820

KAZU HAYASHIDA
CIRECTGR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M. CKIMOTO
BRIAN K. MINAAI

IN REPLY REFER TO:

AIR-EN
97.1374

October 1, 1997

RE@EWED

0CT 03 1997

Mr. Gordon Kaaumoana EDWARD K. NODA & ASSOCIATES

P. O. Box 294
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Mr. Kaaumoana:

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Subject:

comments on the EA currently being developed

ts at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
ng the draft EA to the Ooffice of

thin two months from the Notice

Thank you for your
for the improvemen
schedule and we will be submitti
Environmental Quality Control wi
of Publication.

The control of the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres,
which includes the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Xaalani Road,

is being transferred from the Department of Transportation to the
For the purpose of the

Department of Land and Naturzl Resocources.
EA, it will be assumed that thz Salt Pond Preserve is outside the
Port Allen boundary. However, the environmental impact of the

proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed
in the EA.

If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones,
at (808) 838-8811.

Planner,
Sincerely,

fo ok

MATSUDA, P.E.

. Hana Like No Ke Ala Alvha
Working Together ta Provide Gateways of Aloha
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. PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AIRPORTS DIV,
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM A":g \ ~
f’ : . ARE _LE -
: M A Asea L & e/ 7z ARL
_‘ NAME DATE ARR B
ARES_2
3 COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ARS

X Po Gz & = -

: ADDRESS j_
i) I, A7 Teoso -
CITY STATE Z IP CODE .
COMMENT/REQUEST: ~
L Gping_ alppg WHA i1 Ol pard] 10ES: .
In_Qiso_omg _alimg wih YL Interisland Hleopies: -
Jo mort 0 b burns e Airepoer.
¥t
vl
|
ki
¢l

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator ) |
’ State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Dms1on a

Honolulu International Airport 4

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANC
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
OsRECTCR

DEPUTY DIRECICRS

GLENN M. OKIOTO
BRIAN K. MINAAT

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION {N REPLY REFER T0:

AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLLLU, HAWAI £§818.1850 AIR-EN
97.1374

October 1, 1997

M=s. Annie K. Kanahele

P. 0. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 967683

Dear Ms. Kanahele:

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AX2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

1 be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
1 within two months from the Notice

Subject:

schedule and we wil
Environmental Quality Contro
of Publication.

f the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres,
the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,

The control ©
nt of Transportation to the

which includes the salt ponds,
is being transferred from the Departme
Department of Land and Natural Resources. For the purpose of the
EA, it will be assumed that the Salt Pond Preserve is outside the
Port Allen boundary. = However, the environmental impact of the

proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed

in the EA.

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,

at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

. MATSUDA, P.E.
s Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

LB:nf

Monu Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together lo Provide Galeways of Aloha
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_ PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT -
! S AIRPORTS DIV,
CONMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM AIR
AIR-A @
Lanicin H _Korg e/ 5~ (€-97 AIR-E I ~
NAME DATE AIRL
AIRRR . ~
MREP_Z -
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION AIR-S
Pt 864'( ey Z_Q,_-E_. o
ADDRESS '
MMM BN Hi 674 1 ST —
CITY STATE Z TP CODE
COMMENT/REQUEST: -
=z ﬁ'ﬁ-pu e e Fhao jrrteri16leasndd Alc/fcm_%‘:, #n A’-‘{: Ae - >

3t burne Ll 4/5—/)0)‘:/ AnAd erees o Satt pana’ pzu!c/: cuwier

Thne 15/u:¢./ ém/.; S et Aree. Abpal Lhs et 1t i hed

/
V(}‘t-/ 7‘7-1,/—8— ﬁcau/ai.a .bmvcé l&; A/u.'ac/z C‘d:./.;u ,,; Lie c'/f«}z//j

B’M-ﬁ 1’"/':;4}1 i-/ wesd _Thet [-:rr/. Fred il -/7"11//7 .z:?c‘, r‘flu

o _2 Gf’“’ S el Al jraderistand He:/r'(e‘p«"-_'p- o Et)vzs-

Fedsen e Ao Saq  but fhe Drdh .

/Zavfu bl ons bfr -

81.1'/ 7‘/}¢1e_.- L A‘N—(?"” -r(/t.t.r-t_- tgAs—r__h_, IL‘ZC..AcM-ﬁ-,

Plecse. peepl dd'r.' o N bt the A Sitf f’nu’/ ,D/-/L/,

[fA’-‘U/ ‘/f/'&/;/'li/ (A’r't{./ 217 -fl-ﬂ- €. ot [.u/woz‘l L‘S At ﬁ//z/c’
Fhot ol A Lave Ao Seic; For 00

Ao o IM/L/L/Q

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator - - -
' State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880




KAZU HAYASHIDA
QIRECTOR

SR

" BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

CEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII BRIAN K, MINAAI
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
O AIRPORTS DIVISION N REPLY REFER TO:
o - duosgsg&ﬁsb sgr‘lﬁjvlnan. SUITE7SO AIR-EN
J. . . 96315-1880 97 . 1374
i =
E; fa Ocotober 1, 1997
LA
Y
i o
" l 4}
Y em Mr. Donald H. Kanahel®
ts P. 0. Box 262
2 Makaweli, Hawaiil 96769
4 r; Dear Mr. Kanahele:
n Airport Environmental assessment (EA)

subject: Port Alle
State Project No.

o

: ¥ Thank you for your comments on the 3 e

| ' for the improvements at Port aAllen Airport. The project 1is on

1 be submitting the draft EA +o the Office of
ths from the Notice

AK2010-01
EA currently being developed

4 : schedule and we wil 1ng

oo Environmental Quality control within two mon

G of Publication.

] -1

; Ia The control of the salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres,

’ which includes the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,
Transportation to the

is being transferred from the Department of
and Natural Resources. For the purpose of the

{
T ]
! {j Department of Land : )
i EA, it will be assumed that the Salt pPond Preserve 1s outside the
j ‘2 Port Allen boundary. However, the environmental impact of the
: ¥ proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed
n o (A in the EA.

Planner,

T If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones,

LB:nf

LM

ok at (808) 838-8811.

; T Sincerely,

SO -

L 1, A\W

P oo M. MATSUDA, P-E.

¥ irdorts Administrator

ool c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Hona Like No Ke Ala Aloha
WAlrspine Trnothar 10 Provide Gateways of Aloha




i PORT ALLEN ATREORT _
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AIRPORTS D% |
v AR ——
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM NRA
nre &
Crenge,  L— Htites HelE : O Y| AIRL ——m
NAME” DATE AIRR ——
| ARER 2
ARS ——
& COMPANY/ORGANIZATION .
P-0 BoX 2.3 ~
it ADDRESS
4’ pon AW ELL a L2eq - -
CITY STATE Z IP CODE
L COMMENT/REQUEST: ‘ .
“‘ ___4 /&epr{_g.aq-/L f‘n"ﬁfls {QHCZ ZA//‘capkp— [}
! 3 5
i
f‘1! et
:
iq
[2X
[
vt
- ]',
=
Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Alrports Administrator - T g
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Arport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700 d
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANG

GOVERNCR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
CIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M. QKIMOTO
BRIAN K. MINAA]

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
AIR-EN

AIRPORTS DIVISION .
200 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 57.1373
HONOLULU, HAWA!I £56519-1860

September 25, 1997

Mr. George K. Kanahele

P-

0. Box 262

Makaweli, Hawail 96769

Dear Mr. Kanahele:

Subject:

Thank you for ¥y
for the improve
schedule and we will b
Environmental Quality

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

our comments on the EA currently being developed

ments at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
e submitting the draft EA to the Office of

control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

it

you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,

at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

NN =

v M. MATSUDA, P.
poxts Administrator

v/Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

. Hana Like Nu Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together 1o Provide Gatcways of Aloha




1 PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ALTRPORTS o,

et

COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM ARA
MRE 1t ¢

Zog K Lrsartoriss 8~18-27 ARL
AIRR . -

NAME DATE .
AREB L
AIR-S _™

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

p-6 B2k 29¥
ADDRESS

i Riples L0 Hr 147049
CITY STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENT/REQUEST: . .
= /e—c‘-ﬂrc_é.m—f' lrde~island "k—/l c.oplg_r- v

Z f‘f/érg-a. A Help toadersiclonal

f.t

e

LI

- -

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator | ]
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETAND

» GOVERNCA CIRECTOR
i 1 ! DEPUTY DIRECTORS
- GLENN M, OKIMOTO
. BRIAN K, MINAAL
po b STATE OF HAWAII
- DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
G AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
i s £00 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
! " HONOLULU, HAWAIL £6819-1860 97.1373
P B
# b September 25, 1997
ooty
P
13
by Mr. Ica K. Kanahele
§ops P. O. Box 294
doi Makaweli, Hawaii 96769
& Dear Mr. Kanahele:
:
i ta Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
oo State Project No. AK2010-01
ﬁ I;' Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
Q for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. fThe project is on
- schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
i [i Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice
? ‘ of Publication.
g
i {i If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Beccnes, Planner,
ioAe at (808) 838-8311.
b
g Ii Sincerely,
i .
3 J "\ %

s !
'i JE - MATSUDA' - Eo
i " Air s Administrator
§ in c: vEdward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.
e
S
AT
G e
Lo
toyg
t . Hana Like f‘Un Ke Ala Al:ha

Waorking Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




AL~

, PORT ALLEN AIRPORT

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ARPORTS D V"*-.
AR = -
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM AIR-A P,
ARE L -
Tstpe £ Apesdel : 5-76-%7 ARL —
NAME DATE AIRR ——
ol

AREE £
-ty
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION AIR-S —
2Ll Lex  z=s -
ADDRESS .
AL EL ' 446769 var

CITY STATE ZIP CODE .
COMMENY/REQUEST: . _ ‘ s
T Acvee, .L,-. ,‘\e {P h‘l-’cr‘l'é lanA LJCOJ C{?_DJC‘\ . M
“1o J bb [ T ot LJLI""&‘.’: o - !C‘ Af"fDO ¥ 'L Ll
T4 coctl lae. o Ge-e d Cotttnn ey Ao Lcwuuxﬁ’m "
2“:“9‘1’\ [ P\.t.s 3 -e.-{)p o £yt 1) J-t ) (_’, A -.-ﬂ\.-"]"‘\l"l. a .“‘,‘
P T 3 9

Q.anr'u:v'q«_-_,\ c,u l-n‘I(Cr’lS’C\h o l [ —f-)«_q e —'.-o l‘\-GJD .

.}
H ahnle e Ha, ¢
bt
et
CX|
el
x{
2

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Dms:on

Honolulu Internauonal Au'port
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681‘:9 -1880
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

_OEPUT\' DIAFCTARS

GLENN M, OKiMOTO

BRIAN K. MINAA]
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TC:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
97.1373

<00 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULL, HAWAII 556519-1680

September 25, 1997

Mr. Isaac A. Kanahele
P. 0. Box 225
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Mr. Kanahele:

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)

Subject:
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
ting the draft EA to the Office of

schedule and we will be submit 2
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

A
J M. MATSUDA, P.E.
irdorts Administrator

c: /Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Warking Together 1o Provide Gateways of Aloha
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‘ Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator - g

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Dms:on .
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, 'Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880




BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO

GOVERNDR KAZU HAYASHIDA

DIRECTOR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLEKN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAL

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373

HONOLULU, HAWAN £6618-1880

Septembexr 25, 1997

Ms. Kay K. Kanahele
P. 0. Box 228
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Ms. Kanahele:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

e S IS

JEBXY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Ai +ts Administrator

c: /Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

. Haona Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Togcther to Provide Galeways of Aloha
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PORT ALLEN AIRPORT _
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Adminjstrator "~ © - - - :
' State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division )

Honolulu Intemnational Alrport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, ‘Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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KAZU HAYASHIDA
OIRECTOR
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO

GOVERNCR
CEPUTY DIRECTORS

g
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L GLENN M. CKIMOTO
- STATE OF HAWAII BRIAN K. MINAAI
F DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REFLY PEFER TO:

R AIRPORTS DIVISION
. 400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
; HONOLULY, N Avial| B6815-1850 AIR—-EN
S 97.1374
X s October 1, 1997
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s Ms. Kathy N. Kaohelaulii
iﬁ P. O. Box 208
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

A0 Dear Ms. Kaohelaulii:

YR

ﬂ Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)

Ioope State Project No. AK2010-01

4 e _

! Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being devgloped

a . for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project 1S on

i = schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of

hy 18 Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

B of Publication.

: I; . The control of the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres,

which includes the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,

4 is being transferred from the Department of Transportation to the

e Department of Land and Natural Resources. For the purpose of the

EA, it will be assumed that the Salt Pond Preserve is outside the

42 Port Allen boundary. However, the environmental impact of the
1% proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed
bt in the EA.
t? If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
5 1 at (so0g8) 838-8811.
¥ Sincerely,

LY

T S e, et

g J Y /M. MATSUDA, P.E.
- rpgrts Administrator

g

[

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Jé LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Alvha
\imelinm Tanathar tn Provide Gatewavs of Alcha
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* PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENYIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
. State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division .
Honolulu International Ajrport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880




KAZU HAYASHIDA

i BENJAMINJ, CAYETANO
ODIRECTOR

GOVERHOR
DEPUTY CIRECTORS

GLENN M. OKIMDTO

STATE OF HAWAII BRIAN K. MINAAIL

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION e .
AIRPORTS DIVISION N REPLY REFER TO:
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 7C0
chofmu. Hawall 953193;30 AIR-EN
97.1374

October 1, 1897

Mr. David K. Sproat

Kauai Fire Department

4444 Rice Street, Suite 285
Moikeha Building

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Sproat:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

The control of the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres,

which includes the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,
is being transferred from the Department of Transportation to the
Department of Land and Natural Resources. For the purpose of the
EA, it will be assumed that the Salt Pond Preserve is outside the
Port Allen boundary. However, the environmental impact of the

proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed

in the EA.

If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
. at (808) 838-881l.

Sincerely,

M. MATSUDA, P.E.
brts Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.
LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloka
WArkina Taratbher to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT e
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
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PORT ALLEN AIRBORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AIRPORTS DIv.
AIR
COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM ARA
. ARE L2
Fran Sumida . 2|47 ARL
NAME ' DATE AIRR ___
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P.0. Box (617
ADDRESS
btayepe, [ 2671k
CITY STATE Z IP CODE
COMMENT/REQUEST

oo 4—0 Borns Leld,

icomMa/UM o= will hedy Hmw
‘{ Pt SEETETE CLU’W.Q/M.:‘;: P
“ece M. uins onel

Please send to: Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawail, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 1”9-1 880
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETAND
DIRECTOR

GOVERNDA
NEPUTY DIRECTORS  wwem

GLENN M., OKIMOTO .
BRIAN K. MINAAL ~

STATE OF HAWAII ~
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INREPLY REFER TO: '
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
400 RODGERS BEOULEVARD, SUITE 700 -
HONOLULU, HAWAIl £5515-1880 97.1373
——

September 25, 1997

Ms. Fran Sumida
Bad Boy Cycles

P. O. Box 1017 -
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Ms. Sumida: —
Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA) b
State Project No. AK2010-01
Gy
Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed b
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice ol

of Publication.

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8311. vt
Sincerely, "
ot
(A
. MA'I‘SUDA, P.E. e
rts Administrator .
c: /Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. ad
i
el

. Hana Like Nu Ke Ala Aloha d
Wosi:ing Togeiher to Provide Galeways of Aloha




PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

COMMENT/REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORM

Oorec, Swarez §d3-T7
NAME < DATE
COMPANY/! ORGANIZ-ATION
2o Kipupa S
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K tot_co- - M GLsT
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COMMENT/REQUEST:

e

AIRPORTS DIV.
AR —
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Please send to;

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

.-

————




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANQ KAZU HAYASHIDA
o
GOVERNDR DIRECTCAR
OEPUTY DIRECTORS  r=-

GLENN I, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAI

STATE OF HAWAII R

K DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INREPLY REFERTO: |

K AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN

B! 100 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 =

| HONOLULU, HAWAI £5512-1860 97.1373 ‘

;

b

i September 25, 1997

|

| -—

3

b

i

H -

d

S Corey Swartz ¥

i 2490 Kipuka Street

i Koloa, Hawaii 96756 =

{; s i

iy Dear Cory Swartz:

1 .

ik Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA) ﬁ

i State Project No. AK2010-01 v

ﬁ? Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being devgloped T

?i for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project 1is on v

i cchedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of

; ? Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice 4

i of Publication. o

q .

qol

B If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner, ‘)

i at (808) 838-8811. ol

?i Sincerely, .

3 i3
| &

|
L ) ——

}L\l
MATSUDA, E .

d c: s,Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

"
;! .
l Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Warking Topether 10 Provide Gateways of Aloha
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MARYANNE W, KUSAKA
MAYOR

327

DELE M. CROWELL
PLANNING DIRECTOR

IAN K. COSTA
DIPUTY PLANNING DIRECTOR

TILEFMONE (803} 2416877
FAK (104) 241-6497

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

"

Post-it™ brand fex transmital mamo 7671 [#otmges > 3

= A D M/ ISTRATOR ™ PLANWING DEPT.

| " P oT > Courtyof Hatni
August 29, 1937 =% 4 1R PORTS Phond ¥ of s -G LT 7

Airports Administratox
State of Hawaii ‘
Department of Transportation
Airports Divisicn

400 Rodgers Boulevaxrd, Suite 700
Honolulu, HI 968135-1E£80

Mr. Jerxzy M. Matsuda, F.E. if 93

e-¢750 = Cv‘eor?t._'._

sl hee L

Subjecz: Environmental Assessment (EA) Preconsultation
Port Allen Airport
TMK: 1-8-08:1, Eanapepe, Xauai
State Project No. AX2010-01

Dear Mxr., Matsuda:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed
improvements to the Port Allen airport. The proposed project |
includes ccnstruction of fcur helicopter hangars, a helicopter
apron, a maintenance shed, a comfort station, a fixed wing
aircraft tie down area, driveways, and parking lots. It appears
that the proposed improvements will result in an increase in
activity at the airport, including increased helicopter and fixed
wing aircraft take off and larndings, and additional automecbile

traffic.

In evaluating thke plan, the County urges DOT to take into careful
consideration the historical/cultural assets surrounding Port
Allen airport - particulaxly Salt Pond. Public Hearings in the
Eanapepe community are necessary., Our Hawaiian community
especially, would appreciate, and sincerely desarve, to-hear the
State’s plans for this area, so they can comment appropriately.

In addition, the airport is located within the County of Xauai
Special Management Area [SMA), and the proposed develeopment will
regquire an SMA permit. If the valuation of the improvements )
exceeds $125,000, an SMA Use Permit and Public Kearing before the

Planning Commission will be reguired.

Kapule Buiiding » 4444 Rice Street, Suite 473 » Lihu'e, Kaua'i, Hawal'i 96766
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda
August 29, 1887
Page 2

The Ceounty SMA Rules and Regulations require that development
within the SMA ccnform to objectives, policies, and guidelines
which are designed to protect coastal resources, and public
access to those resources. Policies relevant to your prcposal
concern the provision of public access to and along the
shoreline; protection of ccastal zecreational opportunities;
protection of sensitive ccastal ecological rescurces; protection
of cultural and historic resouxces; and preservation of scenic

and open space gualities.

The project site is lccated on the Puclo Point peninsula, a
significant nacural lanémark, Regarding the peninsula, the 1583

Xzuai Coastal View Study states:

rThe low f£lat broad peninsula of Puclo Point also creates a
vivid landform, the profile of which is visible from
procmontories all along the scuth shore of the island."

The Coastal View Study classifies the peninsula as a "Significant
Coasgtal Scenic/Open Space Resource',

Proposed structures such as the helicopter hangars, and the
comfort staticn, should ke sited and designed in a manner that
does not detract from the scenic characteristics of the site.
structure heignt shculd be kept to 2 minimum. Structures should
have non-reflective exteriors, painted with colers that blend
with the surroundings. Use of landscaping to help screen the
structures also shculd ba considered.

The subject property contains sgalt ponds utilized by native
Hawaiians for salt harvesting. Heliccpter activity near the
ponds may increase dust, noise and propeller wind, and interfere
with the salt harvesting process. Such adverse impacts on the
salt ponds may conflict with the reguirements of the SMA Rules
and Regulations regarding protection of cultural and histeric

regcurces.

Increased helicopter and fixed wing airecraft activity may also
adversely impact the adjacent Salt Fond County Park, a popular

coastal recreational resource. Flight pachs should avoid the

Salt Ponds and County Park areas as much as possible.

The shoreline arcund the verimeter of the airport is used for
fishing and recreational purposes. The project should not
restrict continued public use of this area. .

b}

e

3




Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda

August 29, 1957

Page 3

The project site is on a probable flight path of the Federxally

listed Threatered Species, the Newell’s Shearwater. Light glare
can disorient Shearwaters cn

that projects upward or laterally
em to run into objects orxr fall

their way to the sea, and cause th
from exrnaustion, Security and other outdoor lighting should ke

shielded or indirect and pointing downward to protect this
The Lihue District Office of the

gensitive coastal species.

State Division of Forestry and Wildlife should be consulted
during the EA process, so that they can identify measures to
mitigace impacts of the project on the Shearwater.

Pleape contact Geoxrge Xalisik of my staff at 241-6677 if you have
any cuestions. .

8incerely,

—
W'Wﬁ—-——"’

Cee M., Crowell
Planning Dirxector

—




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMING CAYETANG
OtRECTOR

GOVERNQR
DEPUTY DIRECTNRS

GLENN M. OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAI

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIR-EN

AIRPORTS DIVISION
£00 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1376
HONOLULU, HAWAII 25519-1880

September 25, 1997

Mr. Dee M. Crowell
Director

Planning Department

Kapule Building

4444 Rice Street, Suite 473
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Crowell:

Ssubject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)

project No. AK2010-01

r letter of August 29, 1997 regarding the EA for
the proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. The control of
the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres, which includes
the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Kaalani Road, is being
+ransferred to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. For
the purposes of the EA, it will be assumed that the Salt Pond
Preserve is outside the Port Allen Airport Boundary. However,
the environmental impact of the proposed improvements on the Salt

Pond Preserve will be addressed in the EA.

Thank you for you

ts of the shoreline around the Port Allen
ty park will also be addressed in the EA.
The perimeter road around the Peninsula will be maintained for
recreational uses. Additionally, we are also concerned with the
visual aspects of the proposed developments and will require
appropriate structures and landscaping as necessary-.

The recreational aspec
Peninsula and the coun

The EA will be used as the basis for our application for
Shoreline Management Use Permit from the cCounty of Kauai.
Currently, our subconsultant, International Archaeological
Research Institute, Inc., is performing a historical and cultural
survey of the proposed site and the results will be included in

the EA.

* Hana Lile No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together 10 Provide Galeways of Aloha
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AIR-EN

Mr. Dee M. Crowell
97.1376

Page 2
September 25, 1997

Navigation lights are planned to be installed on the airfield for
emergency operations. The Department of Land and Natural
Resources’ publication, nThe Newell's Shearwater Light Attraction
Problem, A Guide for Architects, Planners and Resort Managers,"
will be used as the criteria document for all lighting
requirements for any improvements at port Allen. We will also
consult with the Lihue office of the Department of Land and
Natural Resources during the draft stages of the EA to identify
any impacts of the project on the Shearwater. )

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,
J M. MATSUDA, B.E.
A rts administrator

c:\/%dward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.




Seplember 19, 1997

Mr. Kazu Hayashida 5 ol FTEL e
Director of Transporiation. R
Stale of Hawaii 97 SEP 27 ARKID: 31
869 Punchbowl St.

Honolulu, HI 968213

RE: Improvements at Burns Field, Kauai

Dear Mr. Hayashida,

| am writing in opposilion 10 the proposed expansion of facilities at Burns Field on Kauai. |
ynderstand {hat the State is planning 10 add improvements that will provide for four or five helicopter

companies, each of which could operate morg tiran one airerafl.

Kanai wresties constantly with belancing helicepter noice and our populetion's desire for peacs 2nd
relaxation in its recreational environment. Sall Ponds Park, next lo Burns Field is very, very popular with
loca! residents and visitors for family outings. It is also a popular camping localion. 1 strongly believe thal
the impact of the proposed improvements will cause a major oulcry by the public because Salt Ponds Park
and the Salt Ponds themselves will become way 100 noisy o be enjoyed. Thal outcry would be justified.
Proceeding with these improvemenis would be a lravesly, especially when considering the fact that Lihue
Airport has plans for heliport improvements that could accommodate all existing helicopter operalions,
including those that operate at Buriis Field. In fact, why not simply close Buras Field?

In addition, increased helicopter operations in and ot of Burns Field will resull in far more overilights
of residential areas. Already, helicopler operalions OR Kauai affect several residential communities wilh the
consistent buzz of helicopter engines. !l is something this island fives with in recognition of the contribution
1o the tourism industry made by nelicopter operalions. Bul, il doesn't mean that we like it. And, the
thought of Burns Field's expansion allowing even more companies 10 fly Kauai lours makes me shudder. !
also makes me sad because | pelieve thal this action by the Stale Depariment of Transportation will be 3

major contributing factor to the prababie ruin of this special istand that is our home should this plan proceed.

Please hoid a public hearing on this proposal and receive official {estimony before you praceed any
further; before you spend airport fynds any more, |am willing fo bet that the few who favor this move for
reasons of economic development will be far outweighed by the many who would be fairly horrified by whal

the State of Hawaii is planning now:

Very truly yours,

Margaret Erné,rson

P.O. Box 1025
Kalaheo, Hl 96741

c- Governor Ben Cayetano
Senalor Lehua Fernandes Salling
Representalive Berlha Kawakami
vCongresswoman Palsy Mink
Senalor Danie! (nouye




| BENJAMINJ, CAYETANO

GOVERNOR,

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPAHTMENTOFTHANSPOHTAﬂON
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097

October 8,

Ms. Margaret Emerson
- P, O. Box 1025
Kalaheo, Hawailili 96741

Dear Ms. Emerson:

subject: Port Allen Airport Enviromnmental Assessm

1997

State Project No. AK2010-0%

Thank you for your letter of September 9,
¥he EA currently being geveloped for the improv
allen Airport. This project is on schedule

submitting the draft EA Yo the Office of Envi

control within two months.

please contact Benjanin Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer,
(s08) 838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

Very truly yours,

Wfﬂ_;wfa

KAZU HAYASHIDA
Director of Transportation

c: Hon. Benjamin J. Cayetano
Hon. Lehua Fernandes Salling
Hon. Daniel K. Inouye
Hon. Bertha Kawakanmi
Hon. Patsy Mink
Edward K. Noda and Associates,

LB:nf

Inc.

ent (EA)

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS

BRIAN K. MINAAL
GLENN M, OKIMOTC

IN REPLY REFER TO:

ATIR-EN
97.1443

1997, with comments on
ements to Port

and we will be
ironmental Quality

at
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KAUAL DISTRICT ::::::; — AR
November 12,1997 T AAXA —— AR-XP
— AIR.KC :Mm.“' —
-_— KE — AR
. TION —

Mr. Stan Sekimoto

Airport District Manager -

Lihue Airport -
3901 Mokulele LOOP 6

Lihue, Kauai, HI 96766

Re: princeville/Burns Field Heliports

pear Mr. Sekimoto,

2 pads at the Princeville
lude South Sea
hese heliports. -

We would be interested in optaining
Airport and Burns Field EHEeliport. Please 1nc
welicopters to the 1list of operators interested in t

Thank you very much,

= 7 ;

Dennis M. Esaki

president
South Sea Helicopters, inc.
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November 24, 1897

Mr. Dennis Esaki, President
South Sea Helicopters, Inc.
3901 Mokulele Loop #32
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Esaki:

2 November 1357 letter concerning your

5 Thank you for your 1
' llen Airports.

i interest in two pads at Princeville and Port A

i By copy of this letter, we are forwarding your lettexr to our
o Airports Division Planning staff in Honolulu for their

information and necessary action.

- If you have any questions, please call me at 246-1400.

Sincerely,

i SIGNED -

B L T T P,

o Stan S. Sekimoto
Airports District Manager

bc:L/ﬂEElEP (Beh Schlapak) w/attachment
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September 16, 1997

Mr. Kazu Hayashida
Director of Transporction
Siate of Hawait

869 Punchbowl 51,
Honolulu, HI 96813-50%97

Dear mMr. Hayashida:

Thea Staie is proposing ic build imprevements ¢t Burns Fleld te allew four or five
helicopter companies io operate out of thol cirport. The improvements, as |
understand, will allow each company to park several helicopiers at eoch
location. i is estimated that this could generate a booming business of 100
additional flights o day to the Burns Field area.

As a long time resident of Honapepe, | have grave concerns about the impact
of this business to the orea. The Hanapepe Salt Pan is the only ancient culiural
saltmaking area which exists in the state. | am @ member of a family that has
worked the sali pans for many years. The Salt Pond Beach Park is a popular
recreational area for wesiside residents that also needs to be protecied from

noise and ecological pollufion.

I request a pubiic hearing before the Siate proceeds any further in order 1o
express my concerns.

Sincerely,

Pame Kl

cc: Representalive Bertha Kawokami
Senaior Lehua Fernandes Saolling

po. Bor 5471
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETAND
GOVERNOR

HAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOA

DEPUTY DIRECTNRS

GLENN M, OKIMOYO

STATE OF HAWAII BRIAN K. MINAAL
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION \N REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPCRTS DIVISION
U0 ROGGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HENCLULL, FAWAI 25519-1880 AIR~EN
97.1435

October 3, 1997

Ms. Nani Hill
P. O. Box 5897
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Ms. Hill:

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)

Subject:
Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter of September 16, 1937 on the EA
currently being developed for the improvements at Port Allen
airport. The project is on schedule and we will be submitting
the draft EA to the Office of Environmental Quality Control

within tweo months.

eserve, an area of 41.768 acres,

The control of the Salt Pond Pr
the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,

which includes the salt ponds,
is being transferred to the Department of Land and Natural

Resources. For the purposes of the EA, it will be assumed that
the Salt Pond Preserve is outside the Port Allen Airport
boundary. However, the environmental impact of the proposed
improvements on the Salt Pond Preserve will be addressed.

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,

at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

M. MATSUDA, P.E.
orts Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

La:nf

Hang Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Whnrkina Tocether to Provide Gatewavs of Aloha
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THE KAUAI

Humane Societly

P.O. BOX 530, HANAPEPE, KAUAI, HAWAIl 96716
SHELTER - (80B) 335-5255 FAX (808) 335-3947

September 15, 1997 _

Mr. Jerry Maisuda, P.E.
Airports Administraior
State of Hawaii

Department of Transporiation -
Airports Division

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, HI 96819-1880 —
Dear Mr. Matsuda: —
RE: Environmenial Assessment Preconsuliafioen

As o representative for the Kauai Humaone Society, our only concern has been and -
continues to be helicoplers flying low and direcily overhead of the animal shelier on
Lokokai Road. -
The noise stresses the dogs and oftentimes it iakes 30 minuies or more to calm the -
dogs down. Only a few helicopier companies confinue to fly direcily above the »
sheller. | have conlacted each company in the past, and I've pleaded for them o fly

a distance fo one side or the other. But for some, these pleas have fallen on deaf —
ears. Any help or suggestions will be greaily oppreciated. .
Sincerely, =
Sherry HZe

Executive Direcior o

y




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANG KAZU HAYASHIDA
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR
OEPUTY DIRECTORS

BRIAN K, MINAAL
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION W REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EP
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1432

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96519-188C

October 2, 1997

RE@EWED

Ms.lSherry Hoe 0CT 0 371997

Executive Director

Kauai Humane Society
P. 0. Box 530 EDWARD K. HODA & ASSOCIATES
Hanapepe, Hawaili 86716

Dear Ms. Hoe:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment

Thank you for your letter of September 15, 1997, regarding the
Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment. We will address
your comments in the draft Environmental Assessment. The Project
is on schedule and we will be submitting the draft Environmental
Assessment to the Office of Environmental Quality Control within

two months for notice of publication.

Please have your staff contact Lynn Becones, Planner, at
(808) 838-8811 to clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Il 1;4?&%535

Je P.E.
A rts Administrator

c: ~Edward K. Noda and Associates (J. Dittmar)
Federal Aviation Administration (D. Welhouse)

, Hana Like Nor Ke Ala Aluha
Working Tegether 10 Provide Gateways of Aloha




Wallace G. Rezentes, Sr,

Maryanne W, Kusaka
Administrative Assistant

Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

November 18, 1997

Mr, Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E.
Airports Administrator

State of Hawai‘i . _
Department of Transportation

Airports Division

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700 _ : —

Honoluly, Hawai'i 96819-1880

Dear Mr, Matsuda: _ ' ' —

This letter is intended to clarify the County's position relative (o the proposed Port Allen
Airport improvements, as documented in the minutes from your August 13, 1997 public —_

meeting,

Under "Summary of Issues", point 9, the minutes state; "The County of Kaua'i supports -
the proposed facilities at Port Allen since it will make their Search and Rescue Operations
safer." Although the County's Fire Chief tastified at that mesting, his comments should not be
construed to speak for the County as a whole. The County's position is more accurately stated
in Dee Crowell’s letter dated August 29, 1997, o

—

i In that August 29, 1997 letter, we requested that public hearings be held in the Hanapepe
community prior to any action on the part of DOT. Please advise when these hearings will be
scheduled. We would like to insure that the Hanzpepe cominunity is adequately informed of any _
j * opportunity to comment, for the record, on the plan,

Thank you in advance for your response.
With warmest aloha,

Me

Maryanrie W, Kusaka

Nand

¢t - Dee Crowell, Planning Director
Chief David Sproat, Kaua‘i Fire Department

MWEK/bt

Mo'ikeha BuildIng ® 4444 Rice Street, Suite 235, Lihu‘e, Kaua'i, Hawai‘] 96766
Phone (808) 241-5300 & Fax (808) 241-6877

Bt
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
- DIRECTQA

GOVERNOR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS

BRIAN K. MINAAY
GLENN M, OKIMOTOC

_ STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TC:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET AIR-EP
HONOLULY, HAWAII 96813-5097 97.1576

pecember 11, 1997

The Honorable Maryanne W. Kusaka
Mayor of Kauai

Mo'ikeha Building

2444 Rice Street, Suite 235
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mayor Kusaka:

L
Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment
Proposed Airport Inprovement

State Project No. AK2010-01

- Thank you for your letter of November 18, 1997. We will clarify
ing that the position on

the "Summary of Issues” section by statll
Fire Chief. We will also

. the improvements is that of the county .
- ~yeflect the County's position on the port Allen Airport Proposed
. Improvements as well as address the concerns in Dee Crowell's
o letter of August 29 in the Draft fnvironmental Assessment.

Lo We plan to hold a Public Hearing on the Proposed Improvements
— after the Draft Environmental Assessment has been released and
i reviewed, which we anticipate will be in mid-February. We will
o notify your office of the Public Hearing date as well as

]

é - advertise in the local newspapers.

t

{ - Please have your staff contact Benjamin Schlapak, Head Planning

Engineexr, of the Airports Division at (808) 838-8821 to clarify

P any questions you may have.

Very truly yours,

s KAZY HAYASHIDA

Director of Transportation

c: Dee Crowell
Kauai Fire Department (Chief David Spreat)

Lo rdward K. Noda & Associates (J. pDittmar)
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Mr. Kazu Hayashida
Director of Transportation
869 Punchbawl Street
Honolulu, HI 96813.5097

Subject: Proposed Improvements, Port Allen Airport
State Project No. AK2010.01

Dear Mr. Hayashida:

Enclosed you will find, for the record, our comments and supporting documents related to the proposed -
improvements to the Port Allen Airport facilities.

Although it is true that these facilities have been used for over twenty years, it does not mean that —
they should continue to be allowed. You may not he aware of the fact that on a daily basis, the

current limited use of the airport is a nuisance to the surrounding areas of the airport. This includes

the Hanapepe Salt Beds and Salt Pond Park. This park is eno of the few family beaches and camping o
areas that have been enjoyed by generations of the past, present and future. Requiring the current
operators to move their operations to the Lihus Airport is long overdue.

Also, you must take into consideration, that improving this facility to accomodate more companies,
would also requirs a considerable amount of improvements to the surrounding infrastructures, such as
the roads leading into the Burns Field area. It would alse induce many more cars onto Highway 50
through a very small town. The noise impact over all of the little communities on the westside would
be dramatically increased, to an intolerahls lavel.

As you are well awarers, the Department of Transportation has recently announced the long overdue -
improvements to the Lihue Heliport. There is ample room at the Airport to accomodate the operators _

currently using the Port Allen facility. The helicopter operator who provides the smergency rescue B
service to the County, has been affered space at the airport. This company doez not choese to relocate
to the Lihue Airport because hs does not want to pay the substantial airport rent, landing fees and
property taxes, that all of the other tenants pay. Inter-lsland Helicopters prefers that the county and
state support him versus him helping to support these agencies. As stated in our attached comments
and supported in other related documents, all rescue operations begin and end at the Likus Airport,
where the ground personnel are picked up and dropped off. If this operator was {ocated at the Lihue
Airport, the continuous unneccessary overflights of Hanapepe, Kalaheo and Omao would be eliminated,

L

P.O. Box B31 « Lihue, Kauai. Hzwaii S676€ » Telephone (808) 245-8588 » Fax (808) 245-6258




Mr. Kazu Hayashida

September 15, 1997

Page 2

We strongly sncourage you to conduct public hearings, on Kauai, in the near future for all of the
communities of Kauai to voice their concerns. The informational meeting held in Hanapepe in August
was listed as an informational mesting only. The Kauaj District Airports Manager stated that this was
for the presentation of the proposed improvements and public hearings would be held at a later date;
therefors, many people who are opposed to these improvements have not had a chance to make it
known. Please allow us this chance. The residents of Kauai need to decide this issus, not the powers
that be in Honolulu. We live here day to day and we want to have an intsgral part in the decision

making process which will affect us forever.

Sincerely,

— =

Curtis and Boanie Lofstedt
Owners, Island Helicopters Kawai, Inc.

ce:

Governor Ben Cayetano

Senator Lehua Fernandes Salling

Senator Avery Chumbley

Senator Cal Kawamoto, Co-Chair Senate Transportation Standing Committee
Senator Norman Sakamoto, Ce-Chair Senate Transportation Standing Committes
Representative Ezra R. Kanoho

Representative Bertha Kawakami

Representative Hermina Morita

Representative Kenneth T. Hiraki, Chair House Transportation Standing Committes
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Vice-Chair House Transportatiun Standing Committes
Senator Daniel Inouye, U.S. Senate

Representative Patsy Mink, U.S. Housa of Raprasantatwes

Mayor Maryanne Kusaka

Mary Thronas, Kauai County Chairpsrson

Kaipo Asing, Kauai County Council

Ren Kouchi, Kauai County Council

Randall Valenciano, Kauai County Council

James Tehada, Kauzai County Council

Brian Baptiste, Kauai County Ceuncil

James Tokioka, Kauai County Council :

Stan Sekimoto, Kauai District Airports Administrator




RE: Comments on Proposed Improvements to BURNS FIELD AIRPORT, Hanapepe, Kauai

We are taking this opportunity to maka it known to all concerned, that Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc.,
operating from the Lihue Airport, is strongly opposed to any expansion at the Port Allen Airport. It
is particularly distressing to us that our manies are being used by the Department of Transpartation
at the request of one helicopter operator. As a tenant and operator out of the Lihue Airport, we pay
rent and landing fess in the amount of over $43,000 per year directly into the State of Hawail,
Airports Fund. [n addition, we pay over $3,000.00 per year in property taxes directly to the County
of Kauai. Taking into consideration the amount of money we are generating directly into the State and
County, this letter will address not only our concarns as a helicopter company, but also as a
community member. '

Island Helicopters is the second oldest helicopter company on Kauai, opening our doors in 1980, We
are also the oldest helicopter tenant at the Lilue Airport. Qur tenancy not only includes hslicoptsr
pads at the interim heliport, but we also have office space, aircraft tie-down space and hangar space
as well. Since May 1391, when all helicopter companies operating from the Lihue Airport were forced
to move their operation to the Interim Heliport, we have operated with a 300% increase in rent for
parking our helicopters. During the last six years, no improvements to the heliport, such as public
restroom facilties, have been made. Little or no maintenance has been required of our helipads. All
helicopter companies are-responsible for the mowing and weeding of the grass areas between the gates
and the landing pads. We also experienced a 300% increase in !anding fees in addition to a surcharge
for Airport Terminal Fees, Considering the previous facts just stated, this increass has always
appeared unjustified. It has only recently hesn announced that there will, in fact, he major
improvements to the heliport with a projected budget in excess of $10 million plus and additional $12
million for T-hangars.

Islang Helicopters alone has paid approximately $250,000 in rents and fees as a tenant at the Lihue
Airport directly into the State Airporis Division Fund since 1991. In contrast, the operator seeking the
improvemaents at the Burns Field Airport, namely Inter-Island Helicopters, has paid minimal rent in the
amount of $76 per manth to the State of Hawaii for the last eightaen months and prior to that was
paying minimal rent not exceeding $100.00 psr month. Neither helicopter company operating from this
focation pays property taxes to the County of Kauai for their oparations at Burns Field. Why is it,
then, that the State of Hawaii, namely the Department of Transportation feels the need to spend any
money to upgrade this facility?

In September 1988, Inter-Island Helicopters solicited the County Council of Kauai ta assist him in being
allowsd permanent tenancy and ths ability to build permanent hangar space at the Burns Field Airport.
it was under the premisa of his contract with the County of Kauai's Fire Department and the Police
Department and Federal Government contracts that he should be allowed to operate a facility at this
location. Island Helicoptars and numerous residents brought it the Council’s attention that Inter-Island
wasz misleading the County and State, as hs was conducting helicopter tours of Kauai iTom this
location even though he didn‘t have a tour operator’s permit. The owner, Ken D’Atillio, continually
denied the fact that they wera doing tours; however, we submitted copies of advertising stating that




they were in fact doing tours. [n addition, Inter-Island was landing in areas that no other helicopter
was allowed to land, including the North Shore and inside Mt. Waialeale Crater. it appeared that this
was due to his exclusive contracts with the various government agencies. We put it on the record
with the County Council that [nter-Island would use his exclusive arrangment with the State and
County governmant as a sales tool to lure visitors away from ather helicopter operators. Included with
this statement is a copy of the home page of Inter-Island Helicopters that substantiates our concern.
Also included with this statement is a copy of the home page of Bali Hai Helicopters which also
canfirms that these two companiss have a definite competitive advantage over the helicopter operators
at the Lihue Airport becauss they da not have the overhead that tenants of the D.0.T.

Why is a hanger at Burns Field so important? It has been stressed by everyone concerned that the
reasan Inter-Island Halicopters should he allowed permanent facilities at the Burns Field Airport is
because he performs rescue operations for both the Fire and Police Departments. Sincs all rescue
operations are cesrdinated out of the Likue Firn Station er the Lihue Palice Departmeats, ste. it would
make better sence for the helicoptsr operations to he caentralized in Lihue, Inter-Islands current flight
path from Burns Field to Lihue and to the north shore to pick up the emergency personnel, are very
disruptive to the community. Also for north shore rescus operations, these respectiva fire and palice
stations play an integral part in the rescue and again time would be saved by flying from Lihue to
Hanalei, versus Burns Field to Hanalei. Newspaper articles that Inter-Island and friends use to support
his importance in rescues, confirms that the rescues hegin at the Lihue Airport to pickup ohservers and
emergency personnel. The air time over the bedroom communities is unnecessary. It is well
documented that this company does not fly by the same rules as the other helicopter companies, i.s.
they do not follow the sams altitude requirements as all other oparators on Kauai, nor are they limited
to flying over neighborhoods during daylight kours anly; therefore creating the most disturbances to
the communities in thsir direct flight path. Communities such as Omao, Lawai and Kalaheo as well
as north shore communities, are continually buzzed at trestop level while he flies under the guise of
always doing search and rescue. Regardless of whether or not he is performing a rescus, his good
deeds are far overshadowed by the fact that he is not a good neighbor.

After Hurricane Iniki in 1992, [sland Helicopters very seriously considered investing into the equipment
necessary to allow us the ability to competitively bid for County, State and Federal contracts. To our
great dismay, we found that thers was no competitive bid system in place, particularly in the County
of Kauai. To this day, in fact, there is no competitive bid system for the Fire Department. During the
period after the hurricane that we wera making our inquiries, we were harassed by the owner of Inter-
Istand Helicopters as he was told by peopls in the county agencies that we were soliciting wark.

Thers are many helicoptar companies who are gualified and fly by the rules who would be more than
willing to participate or have participated in past rescue missions. Most do not have slingload
equipment or infrared equipment an their aircraft hecause while we were spending $250,000.20 to the
Stats for rents, Inter-Island Helicopters was spending $250,000.00 on his own aircraft. In addition,
it needs to be notaed that the government contracts put out to bid on Kauai, are written specifically
for a Hughes 500 helicopter, (sea exhibits). Why is that? The only Hughes 500 helicopter on Kauai
iz owned by Inter-Island; therefore, these contracts are written specifically for his company. It should
be noted that the military helicopters that participate in the marijuana eradication program are Beli
Jet Rangers. Island Helicopters does in fact own a Bell Jet Ranger.




In closing, although we are against any improvements to the Burns Field Airport and strongly urge that
a Pulilic Hearing is warranted. In the event that theze improvements do take placs, as ane of the oldest
operators, we will agressively compets for one of the four spaces available so that we will he able
to compete in the lopsided market that the Airports Division will have created. With the tens of
millians of dollars that is proposad to be spent on the new permanent facilitias at the Likue Airport
far all helicopters, it hahooves us that an additional project that would affect so many residential areas
would even be cansidered. Before any further monies are spent in proposals, designs, ete. for the
Buras Fiald Airport, every attempt should be made to force the operators currently operating at the -
Burns Field Airport to move their operations to the Lihue Airport, whera they have been offarsd spacs,

but da not want te pay the same monies as all the other operators.’

Wa would liks to bring to light the actual impact these additional helipads could have on Kauai's noise
levels. There could be as many as five (5) operators allowed from Port Allen, Given an average of
2-3 helicopters for each operator, and an average of 5.6 flights per day {remember, flights depart and -
arrive). The minimum flights would he 100 times per day over the residential aeas, and of course, a '
busy day would ba three or more times this amount! Please, think about this development long and

hard befora creating an unnecessary situation,

g';nceraly, £ 1 -
(ordelsetn
Curtiz and Bonnia Lofstedt,
Owners, Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc.




Lauai, Hawaii Helicopter Tours.
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Helicopter Adventure Tours of Kauai

Looking for maximum adventure on your next vacation to Kauai, Hawaii? Well
then don't miss out on the opportunity of seeing over 80% of the island that is only
accessable by helicopter. Take our 1 hour long super adventure helicopter ride
around the entire island! When selecting your helicopter tour on the Garden Island
of Kauai, it's your choice of aircraft. We fly the Farrari of helicopters while the
other companies here fly the "caravans" and "yugos". If having a guaranteed
window seat is important to you, discover why the county of Kauai uses our
helicopter and pilots for search and rescue missions here on the island of Kauai.

We are the only company on Kauai that features the Hughes 500 helicopter
with guaranteed window seating, no middle back seats! We fly with the DOORS
OFF for the most awesome aerial adventure of a lifetime and unegual photo
opportunities. Doors are available on request. Flying on the faster "Hughes 500"
helicopters means more time spent hovering at waterfalls in the tropical rain forest,
and less time getting to them.

Inter-Island’'s Grand Tour
A 80 Minute Flight in Paradise

httpe/fwww. hawaiian net~interisles

8721/97 1:12 PM
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A warm ALOHA from &

'e!ioopn:rs'Homt: Page

All of us from Bali Hai Helicopter Tours welcome you to the
Garden Island.

We would like to share with you the adventure of a lifetime in paradise.

Fly with Bali Hai Helicopter Tours for professional
service with an immaculate safety record at an
exceptional price. The owner and pilot, James Lee
has flown over 20,000 helicopter hours, He is the
most experienced helicopter pilot in the state.

Bali Hai headquarters is conveniently and
strategically located on the sunny southwest region of
Kauai, in the "Biggest Little Town" of Hanapepe on
Highway 50, on the way to Waimea Canyon. Bali Hai holds an exclusive tour
permit to operate from the secluded and unique location on the southwest side
of the Island. The Port Allen Airport is 2 superior departure point because of its
close proximity to the major scepic areas on Kauai. Bali Hai is the only
company who can offer more of our island at less cost than any other air tour

operator on Kauai.

Bali Hai flies a fleet of Bell 206B Jet-Rangers, an aircraft which is proven to be
"the safest single turbine engine helicopter in the world". It is built for comfort,

reliability, and superior visibility.

htp://www.balihai-helitour.com/bh-main.” ¢
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PHOTOGRA.PHY, i i

A
INTER-ISLAND //

| HELICOPTERS
S

CAPABILITIES
" Day/Nigh: Operations

Precision Long-Line Worle
Cargo Ners IStings
Parachute Drops/3iune Drops
Rappelling /Stabe
Rigging for Stunts/Stuntwork
Medivac/Resene
Weapons on Request

18,700 Hours Accdident Free!

completon of

13 phone 8583-245-2001: a1 .
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INVITATION FOR _BID

SEALED OFFERS will be received up to and publlcly opened at

2:00 P.M. on SgP 23 ’997 in the office of the
l.

. Division of °urchas:ng".nepartmenc of Finance, 4444 Rice Street,

Room 303, Lahue, Kaua;,fHawazx for the I p VE P

BELICOPTER SERVICES FOR THE MART.JUANA ZRADICATION PROGFM_: Councy

of Kauai, Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii.

The Director of Finance reserves the right to reject any or
all che offers and to waive any.defects in whole ox iﬂlp?rtr in
said offer if deemed to be in the best interest of the County.

Before any prospective bidder shall be entitled ro submit a
bid, he must comply with the provisions of Section 103-55, H.R.S.,
requlacing thg wages, hours and working conditicons of contractors
supplying services to governmental agencies. Accordingly, all
pProspective bldders must submit a certificate as pyovided as
Schedule "B" in this document.

Time ia of tke essence in execution of a contracy for this
sexvice, therefore the Bidder must submit with thei- offexr, a tax
clearance from the Department of Taxation and the U.5. Intermal

Revenue Sexvice. Reference Scope of Work and Award, sectien VI,

regarding this Tax Clearance Requirement.

Attention of bidder is particularly called to the Federal
requirements which will obligate.the Contractor and sub-contractors
to comply in all rxespects with Federal contract provisions
regarding Egual Employm;nt Opportunity, Intexest of Member of
Congress and of Public Officials, Ineligible Contractor, AcCess and
Records and Drug Free Workplace,

Solicitation documents may be obtained from the Division of

Purchasing, upon applicatic;n of Document No._g_ﬁs___'

e e

WALLACE G. REZENTES, JR-
Director of Finance
By Order of Maryanne Kusaka

a—
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ron) e Binimum twe (2) helicopters as
Spacifled hexeinaftex available on an oa call basis 24
* hours, every day to the Police Dept. .

I. Shall bave at the minimum two {2) pileots gqualified as
T specified hereinafter available on an on-call basis 24

hours, every day to the Pollice Dept. .

4. EQUIPMENT - AIRCRAFT: .(NO SUBSTITUTION OF THIS ITEM)
Aircraft and equipment specifications skall be as follows:

A. Helicopter shall be Bughes 500 b, E, F, or NOTAR MODEL,
set up with high skids for rappelling and spraying.
Maximum 1ift capacity shall be no less than 1200 pounds
maximum rotor diameter of 2B feet. The helicopter shall
be equipped with the following:

1. Global Positioning System

2, Above Ground level altimeter

3. Above Sea level altimeter

4. UHF & VHAF-FM radio communications system

5. Siren or P.A, system

6. Dual audio internmal communication system
- 7. Emergency locator & transmitter

. 8. Approved by all FAR regulations,
8. Emergency life saving equipment; ie life
raft, fire extinguisher, life vest, survival

p— kit.
10. Spray Rig

B. All aircraft centracted shall be OAS certified.

5. INSPECTION OF FEQUIPMENT:

- Prior to award and duxing the term of the contract, all

' equipment to be used by the Contractor for the services
herein shall be available for inspection upon request by the
Officer-in-Charge and within 48 hours of notification.

6. PILOT QUALIFICATIONS:
The Pilot shall:
. A. Have a minimum of 5000 hours of helicopter'fiight time

B. Have experience ip helicopter long line and extraction
flight technigues, 1000 hours sling load, and a minimum

ni:::::::p of S0 hours of rappeling experience.
Do c. All pilots shall possess a Part 133-Longline, 135- Air

i . Taxi, 137~ Agricultural endorsaient/certification for
the purpose of aerial spraying and long line/slinag load
operation.
= D. Be drug free and submit to an immediate drug test upon
request at their own expense
- E. Possess & positive attitude towards the goals and
. objectives of the marijuana eradication program
— F. Possess a current FAA Helicopter pilots license
G. Be certified by the Office of Aircrafr Services
L H. Provide pilot qualification/history records upon
request
I. Pass a proficiency check test by the Domestic Cannabis
Eradication/Suppression (DCE/SP) Commnittee
J. Be spray rig qualified

15
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ON CR-PSSAGR-108-96 .
PUBLIC SAFETY at SERVICES/
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS Page 1 of 3. h.

From the : September 11, 1996 -
COUNTY COUNCIL
LIHUE, RAWAII ) RE: PSS/IGR-52-96;

PSS/IGR-55-96;
and PSS/IGR-62-96

10: : -
X HAYOR
Bd of Vater Supply Honorable Ronald Kouchi B —
Civil Defense Chair, Kauai County Council
X gmtriﬂgﬂmfv . County of Kauai
concmic Devel opmen : 3
Elderly Affairs State of Hawaii
finance Dept . —_—
Fire Dept Sir:
Housing .
g’;‘:ﬂ‘:;ch . Your Committee on, Public Safety and Services/Intergovernmental
Personnel Services Relations to which was referred PSS/IGR-52-96 and PSS/IGR-55-96 and ke
Planning Dept which was added PSS/IGR-62-96, which are:
Police Dept,
gfgﬁg“;‘:amtim ¥ "PSS/IGRIHATY Communication (8/5/96) from Councilmembe:
Purchasing ARtk Richard Minatoya, requesting that Chief Davir
Real Property Div ) . Sproat be present at the August 21, 1596
Hﬁlﬂiﬂﬁlﬂ - meeting to discuss the helicopter resc :
omly Engineer . -
Build{'ng Di\;ision concract;
Fiscal Section - . B . -
Porks & Recreation L PSS/IGR-S_-?_ ;_5}%{- Communication (8/20/36) from Stan Sekimot
o Airports Dpistrict Manager, Department . !
TATE: Transportation, submitting a response regardine
e Inter-Island Helicopter’s request to locate its
Governor operatiens at Burns Field; and
DAGS - .
D'-‘Pt_rof Health ' PSS/IGR-GZ°F0% Communication (9/3/96) from Dorothea Hayashi,
KR ' resident of Hanapepe, submitting commentgs
EDT regarding the helicopter rescue contract,”
E

L

begs leave to report as follows:

» . » L
The purpose of these communications is to discuss the curre:

helicopter rescue contract situation the County has with Inter-Islai .
Helicopters.

. Committee Chair Richard Minatoya stated that the currer
helicopter rescue contractor Inter-Island Helicopter is contemplatirs,
leaving the island, and Mr. Minatoya requested the status on the
Administration going cut for bid on this contract., County Attornev
Hartwell Blake stated that their office and the Finance Department ai

working on a contract and developing the "Scope of Work". -

Bob Mullins, Administrative Assistant, stated that he is aware of
the community concerns on the helicopter noise created from Inter-Islar '
. Helicopters. He also stated that the reason why a single operator ir
- performing the rescue and drug enforcement missions is due to the fact

that Inter-Island is the only company that has the equipment, however.
he believes it’s an open bid situation. !

r_
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- Report Of The
COMMITTEE

ON
PUBLIC SAFETY & SERVICES/
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

COMMITTEE
REPORT NO,

CR-PsSAGR1OB-96

Page 2 of 3.

-

From the
COUNTY COUMCIL
LIHUE, HAWAI!

TO:

X MAYOR

Bd of Water Supply
Civil Defense

X County Attorney
Economic Development
Elderly Affairs
Finance Dept
Fire Dept
Housing

Outreach .
Persomnel Service
Planning Dept
Police Dept
Prosecutor -
Publie Information
Purchasing
Real Property Div
PUBLIC WORKS
County Enginecer
Building Division
Fiscal Section
Parks & Recreation

“TATE:
Governor

DAGS
Dept of Health

R
DT

noog

[N =]
MME -~

DTHERS:

Several residents in the Hanapepe area testified on the noise and
dust problems from Inter-Island Helicopters operations being located at
the old Amfac site in Hanapepe now owned by Hawaiian Home Lands and
‘questioned whether he was operating tours from that location sjince he
only has permission to operate rescue missions as a government
contractor, )

Chair Minatoya wrote to Stan Sekimoto, Lihue Airport Administrator
to inguire on Inter-Island Helicopters situation. = Mr. Sekimoto’s
response states Inter-Island has been offered an opportunity to relocate
to the Lihue Airport pending the completion of the master plan for Burns
Field where he currently lands and flies out from for rescue missions,

. Judy Naumu Stewart, resident of Kekaha, pointed out that fairness
should be granted to other helicopter companies in an open bid and that
all flights should originate from the Lihue Airport. Currently, she
stated Inter-Island leaves Burns Field and must pick-up an observer
(Fire Department or Police Department personnel) and that he picks them
up in Puhi. Other companies must pay rent and landing fees at Lihue
Airport but Inter-Island hasn’'t been paying fees due to his unigque
location and set-up at Burns Field.

Gilbert Nobriga," President of the Salt Pond Hui, stated that the
Inter-Island Helicopter flights creates a lot of dust and is a nuisance
to Salt Pond especially when they are working in the ponds. He
disagrees with the continuation of this helicopter service from Burns
Field.

Elsie Godbey read a letter submitted by Porothea Hayashi, a
Hanapepe resident, stating how the helicopter has affected hexr by £lying
over her home on numerous cases and how she has complained £o the Fire
Chief about the problem. She urged the County to put this contract out
to bid.

Testimony was submitted by Curtis and Bonnie Lofstedt (see
attached) as residents of Kalaheo and owners of Island Helicopter along
with a photograph of an Inter-Island Helicopter hovering over their home
and a copy of an advertisement for tours from Inter-Island Eelicopters.
They oppose granting Inter-Island Helicoptexrs the ability to relocate
its operations te Burns Field for several reasons.

Bonnie Tobin, a former Inter-Island Helicopter employee stated
that when she worked there for two (2) years he cperated tours.

Your Committee pointéd out the following concerns and requested
the Administration follow-up on these matters:

1) Is Inter-Island Helicopters operating legally from the
former Amfac site now owned by Hawaiian Home Lands?

2} What were the conditions imposed on his operations as
specified by the Planning Commission?

3) Has his contract to provide services for the Fire and
Police Departments been awarded through open bid?
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ON CR-PSSAGR108-96 K

PUBLIC SAFETY & SERVICES/
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS Page 3 of 3.  —

From :he 4) Once the Attorney’s Office develops the specifications and
COUNTY COUNCIL scope of services for the emergency rescue services and DEd
LIHUE, HAWAII mission, can a copy be submitted to Council?
S5) When is the contract geoing out to bid?
T0: . _
. 6) The bid should state that the contractor operate fxom th
X MAYOR Lihue Airport to allow fairness to all contractors.
Bd of Water Supply . -
Civil Defense Council Chair Reonald Kouchi stated that the only way to find ou=
X County Attorney if other companies are willing to provide services of this nature is t
Econoemic Development t to bid,
Elderly Affairs go ou
Finance Dept .
Fire Dept \ Upon motion duly made by Councilmember Correa, seconded b=
:_""“”“9 Councilmember Secretaric, and unanimously carried, your Committe
Ou?;::ch on Public Safety and Services/Intergovernmental Relation_
Personnel Services recommends that PSS/IGR“SZ 35 and 62-96 be received for the rec
Pl??ning Dept
Police Dept |
Prosecutor Respectfully submitted,
Public Information :
Purchasing
Real Property Div * ) —
PUBLIC WORKS . .

County Engineer
Building Division
Fiscal Section

Parks & Recreation . -

JTATE:
Governor

DAGS
Dept of Health

R
0T

oo oo
oo
mME-

OTHERS: _

x Stan Sekimoto . ) .
Airports Admin. -
391 Mokulele ‘ )
P.0. Box 6

Lihue, HI 96766 -

h..-.—o.-

Ciern  Boimi by

RICHARD K. MINATOYA, cher (J BILL "EAIP0" ASING, sueric

e TELZ. Voine i

;ESE FUEUSHIMA, vier che MECORREA,M
i —_ /J -’f?“




nonoraple H21p0C ASing
Zonorable Max® = Correa
Honorable Nel. . Secretario

Minutes of the September 4, 1956, Public®~  Safety and
Services/Intergovernmental Relations Committee meeting.

Upon motign duly made by Councilmember Asing, seconded by Councilmember
Secretario, and unanimously carried, the Minutes were approved.

The Committee Pproceeded on its agenda items as shown in the following
Committee Reports Which are incorpoxated herein by reference.

Communication (8/5/96) from Councilmember Richard Minatoya,
requesting that the County Attorney be present to discuss the
status of the Wai’oli Beach Park Veolleyball Court relocation
project. [This item was deferred.]

PS8/IGR-53-96

motion duly made by Councilmember  Asing, seconded Dby

Upcon
cguncilmemper Secretario, and wunanimously carried, PSS/IGR-53-56 _was
deferred.
CR-PSS/IGR-113-96: See Bill No. 1796 A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING
ARTICLE 3A OQF CHAPTER 16, OF THE

KAUAI COUNTY CODE 1987 RELATING TO
EMERGENCY USE oF PRIVATE REAL
PROPERTY [Approved as amended, 5-0)

There being Ro objections, the Committee recessed at 9:55 a.m.
The Committée reconvened at 10:00 a.m. and proceeded as follows:

* PSS7IGREBIY Communication (2/10/96) from Councilmember Richard Minatoya,
R e B requesting information from various departments relating to
the Helicopter Rescue Contract. [This item was deferraed.]

Richard Minatoya: The current helicopter contractor has regquested to
appear before the Committee on October 2, 1996. The representatives from the
Police and Fire DPepartment would also like to wait until October 2, 1996 to

respond.
".
There being No objecticns, the rules were suspended.

Ronald Kouchi: Fire Chief, did you get our request to clarify what the
equity would be if the current vendor relocated from Burns Field to Lihue? Would
the vendor lose eduity? We were a little confused last week as to what concern
the County had about any equity that the private vendor may have. .

David Sproat: Fire Chief: I am not sure if this is a gquestion for me
because I do not fully understand it.

Kouchi: If You haven't gotten the letter, I would like to forward the
information to you. There was also a letter from Dorothea Hayashi regarding
concerns with the Vendor and she had indicated that in her discussions with you
there was a reference between Burns Field and Lihue and some loss of equity that
the vendor would have. It seemed kind of confusing because we were not aware
that the County had any eguity. A2l we were interested in was what the vendor
could perform, wpat the contract regquired the vendor to do, and what ecuity

anybedy else has,

Sproat: I ghink I understand what you are asking now. I have not seen the
communication but I think I can recall some discussion and it had to with a
request to move his Operations to Lihue. My xesponse was, "it was not our
position to tell any contractor where he should go and operate." He chooses to
operate where he i5 located and how it is not our position to move him to any
particular location. If he chocses to operate ocut of Burns Field, then he is
allowed to because he has always operated cut of that location. It was not our
position to recomménd his move or how it is done or why it should be done. It
was solely a private matter so I didn’t think the equity issue in this case had
any bearing on whdt we were trying to achieve through a contract on rescue

services.




BEMJAMIN J. CAYETANO KAZU HAYASHIDA
GOVEANCR OIRECTOR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAI .
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
865 PUNCHBOWL STREET : ATR-EN
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 e

Qctober 6, 1997

curtis and Bonnie Lofstedt
Island Helicopters Kauai, Inc.
P. O. Box 831

Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lofstedt:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
Sstate Project No. AK2010--01

Thank you for your letter of September 15, 1597. Your comments
will be incorporated into the EA for Port Allen Airport. The
project is on schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to
fhe Office of Environmental Quality Control within two months.

If you have any gquestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
of our Airports Division at (808) 838-8811)

Very truly yours,

4f;;;, &q;féL;l;/
KAZU HAYASHID
bDirector of Transportation

c: /Hon. Benjamin J. Cayetano
Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

LB:nf

RECEIVE]

0CT 09 1997

EDWARD K. NODA & ASsociATEs
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October 22, 1997

Mr, Kazu Hayashida
Director of Transportation
State of Hawaii '
869 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, HI 96813-5097

Subject: Propbsed Improvements, Port Allen Airport
State Prgject No. AK2010-01

Dear Mr. Hayashida:

The purpose of this letter is lo follow-up on our letfer dated September 15, 1997, I have
reviewed the attendance sheets for the "informational” nmeeting held in Hanapape, Kauai on
August 13, 1997 and several things are quite obvious. o

1. Theré were 48 attendees who signed in.

2, Of the 43 attendees, 5 are employed or have relatives employed by Inter-Island
Hellcopters and 1 Is Inter-Island’s lawyer of record; 13 are County of Xauai Fire Department
Employees and wives; 1'ls a County of Kauai Police Officer; 3 State Department of Land and
Natural Resources employees; and 7 State of Hawail Transporiation employees and husband.
This emounis to 63% of the people presant were in attendance because they have a direct

relutlosiship with Infer-Island Helicopters.

3. After eliminating those individuals from the total atteridance numbers, this leaves
eighteen (18) people who actually showed up. Considering the fact that the helicopter
industry, including flight paths and keliport locatlons, has been a hot issue on Kauai and in

the State of Hawali, haven't you wondered why only 18 people showed up that evening? Is

this another Haupu Ridge, where the State conducts a meeting but nobody comes? I was
personally told by the Lihue Airports Manager, Stan Sekimoto, that this meeting was for -
information only and that there would be public hearings held before any decision to go
Jorward would be made. If this was the kind of information given everyone who called the
Department of Transportation, no wonder no one showed up,

4, In reviewing the names and occupations of the individuals in attendance several things
Jumped right off the pages at me. Is there a possible confllct of interest with Juliet Aiu

P.0. Box 831 » Likue, Kauai, Hawali 96766 » Telephone (808) 245-8588 » Fax (808) 245-6258

4 —— . ——e .




Mr. Kazu Hayashida
October 22, 1997
Page 2

involved in this matter? I noficed that the DEA Representative that publicly supported Inter-
Island Helicopters at the County of Kaual Council Meeting in Seplember 1996 has the same
last name, If there is a relationship between these individuals, I do believe that a conflict of
interest becomes an issue. The fact that Inter-Island did have so many fire personnel and State
employees there in support of this issue, leads one to believe, that they had the inside track on
the apparent tmportance of this meeting. Once again, the deck has been stacked in one
helicopter operator’s favor because of his connections to the County and State governments,

I find it quite amazing that this type of favoritism Is accuring for one company, particularly
when this company does not provide any economic advantages to the County or State, The
hellcopter operators that are tenants at the Lihue Airport, have made a substantial contribution
to the Alrports Division Fund, as well as Federal, State and County taxes. Inter-Island
Helicopters, on the other hand, pays almost nothing in rent to the Airport Fund and next to
nothing in other taxes as well.

For your information, Inter-Island Hellcopters no longer has the contract with the County of
Kauai for Marijuana Eradication. A company from Maul submitted a lower bid and thereby
was awarded the contract. I wonder {f anyone figured out how overpriced the Inter-Island
contract has been over the years, Think about it, the Maul company has to ferry a helicopter
Jrom Mauti, park it at the Lihue Airport over the period of several days in addition 1o the air
time during the actual search and eradication, and then ferry the helicopter back to Maui,
1t is unfortunate that the only contract that goes out for bid in the County has always been

specifically written for a Hughes 500 becat:se up until now there was nothing to compare the
contract 1o,

Another point I would Iike fo make is that one of the comments throughout this ordeal over
the last 12 months has been that Mr. D’Attilo is operating without any permanent facilities.
Let’s be reallstic, every hellcopter operator at the Lifute Alrport has been operating without
Jacilities also. As a tenant at the Likue Airport for over eighteen years, we are still waiting
Jor facilities. We have continually asked that the signage af the alrport be improved, in
particular, that a sign be placed at the entrance to the Commuter Terminal and even the name
be placed on the building. Our requests have continually fallen on deqf ears. Why is that?
Fly into any other airport in the State and there is great signage. When wa were fenants at
the Hilo Alrport, one of the things we first noticed was the great signage throughout the
airport, The lack of signage at the Likue airport is just one of a number of obstacles our
visitors incur on a daily basis at the alrport. Last week, as I watched the news, I noticed Lt.

Governor Hirono dedicatg the focilities at the Honolulu Airport and even she stated that it is
a priority of the State to make our facilities more visitor friendly.

Maybe it would make better sense to utilize the manpower and monies to improve the Lihue
Alrport facilitles before taking on another project.




Mr. Kaze Hayashida
October 22, 1997

Page 3

Thank you for time and attention fo this matter,

Sincerely,

B legie—

Bonnie E, Lofstedt

ce

Governor Ben Cayetano
Senator Lehua Fernandes Salling
Senator Avery Chumbley :
Senator Cal Kawamoto, Co-Chair Senate Transportation Standing Committee
Senator Norman Sakamoto, Co-Chair Senate Transportation Standing Committee
Representative Eza R, Kanoho

Representative Bertha Kawakam!

Representative Hermina Morita

Representative Kenneth T. Hirakl, Chair House Transportation Standing Committee
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Vice-Chair House Transportation Standing Committee
Senator Dantel Inouye, U.S. Senate

Representative Patsy Mink, U.S. House of Representatives

Mayor Maryanne Kusaka

Mary Thronas, Kauai County Chairperson

Kaipo Asing, Kauai County Council

Ron Kouchi, Xauat County Council

Randall Valenclane, Kauai County Council

James Tehada, Kauai County Couneil

Brian Baptiste, Kauai County Council

James Tokoka, Kaual County Council




KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANOD
GOVERNQR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAA?
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWA" IN REPLY REFER TC:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET AIR~ED
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96813-5097 97.1553

November 19, 1997

Ms. Bonnie E. Lofstedt
Island Helicopters
Post Office Box 831
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Ms. lofstedt:

Subject: Port allen Airport Environmental Assessment
Proposed Airport Imnprovements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter of October 22, 1997, concerning the
proposed improvements for Port allen Airport. The purpose of the
public informational meeting held on August 13, 1997, was to
present the proposed improvements to the interested public and to
answer any guestions as needed, as part of our effort to prepare
the Environmental Assessment. We believe that our proposed
improvements are modest and in accordance with the community
concerns of Hanapepe and the needs of the airport.

Environmental Assessment. The notice of the public hearing will
be advertised in the local newspapers, as was the public
informational meeting. It is our intention to provide needed
airport facilities for the users of State Airports with proper
consideration of community and environmental concerns.

\
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Ms. Bonnie E. Lofstedt AIR-EP
Page 2 97.1553

November 19, 1997

Please contact Benjamin Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at the
Airports Division at (808) 838-8821, to answer any questions you

may have.

Very truly yours,

KAZU YASHID :

Diretttor of Transportation

¢: Hon. William "Kaipo" Asing

Hon. Brian Baptiste
Hon. Ben Cayetano
Hon. Avery Chumbley
Federal Aviation Administration (D. Welhouse)
Hon. Lehua Fernandes Salling '
Hon. Kenneth T. Hiraki
Hon. Daniel Inouye
Hon. Ezra R. Kanoho
Hon. Bertha Kawakami
Hon. Calvin Kawamoto
Hon. Ronald Kouchi
Hon. Maryanne Kusaka
Hon. Patsy Mink

/Hon. Hermina Morita
Edward K. Noda and Associates (J. Dittmar)
Hon. Norman Sakamoto
Hon. Roy M. Takumi
Hon. James Tehada
Hon. Mary Thronas
Hon. James Tokioka
Hon. Randall Valenciano
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August 29, 1897

Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E. |

Airports Administrator )
State of Hawai'i : v
Department of Transportation |

Airport Division =
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700 . -‘
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96819-1880

Re: Scope of Environmental Assessment for State
Project No. AK 2010-01, Port Allen Airport

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

| write on behalf of certain members of the Kali family on Kaua'i, who gather sait
from the Hanapepe salt pans, in response to your August 19, 1997 letter soliciting input
from interested persons concerning the environmental assessment for Hawai'i DOT's
proposed improvements to the Port Allen Airport.

Our clients are concerned about the potential impact of the proposed
W improvements on the physical and cultural integrity of the Hanapepe salt pans, which are
located near the western end of the existing runway. In particular, we request that the
environmental assessment address the effects on the environment, including the area
occupied in‘the salt pans, of increased air traffic that may result from the proposed
i improvements, the effect of aircraft operations and structural improvements on the water
i supply for the salt pans, and the alternative of relocating the proposed helicopter
operations to Lihue Airport.

Nioia, Lorgnt, sHOgnL siSiely, 104 913 S1S9N! Q5 G Nee willou! DICHEnes, Shody Detutd, G5 MOUnions Fg | gnieous, cortest




Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E.
August 29, 1997
Page 2

Please contact me at 521-2302 if you have any questions or concerns.

Very truly yours, |
/
s S
é/ /

/ﬁ ARNOLD L. LUM

AllL:cle
cc Wilma H. Holi
f\dcimisc\almatsuda2i.aug




KAZU HAYASHIOA 1
DIREZTOR Wi

BERJAMINJ, CAYETAND

GOVERKOR
DEPUTY CIRECTORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII BRIAN K. MINAAL -,

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION n"r{
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 - [
HONOLULU, HAWAII 565191880 AIR-EN \ L

) 97.1374

mp
October 1, 1997 ol

o e

Mr. Arnold L. Lum
Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation

1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1205 Cp
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 vy

Dear Mr. Lum:

Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (Ea)

Subject:
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on .
schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of 3
Environmental Quality Control within two months from Notice of W
Publication.

[ |
The control of the Salt Pond Preserve, an area of 41.768 acres, o
which ineludes the salt ponds, the parking lot, and Kaalani Road,
is being transferred from the Department of Transportation to the
Department of Land and Natural Resources. For the purpose of the
EA, it will be assumed that the Salt Pond Preserve is outside the
Port Allen boundary. However, the environmental impact of the ,

proposed improvements to the Salt Pond Presé&rve will be

addressed.

17
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If you have any questions, please contact LYnhn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

._--‘-‘.?
- rt
. )

Sincerely,

2
T . MATSUDA, P.E. -
A rts Adninistrator ‘
c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. -
LB:nf i
| =

Munu Like Nu Ke dla Aloha
Wahrkinm Tamathae 1a Pravida Gatewayvs of Alpha




:
i
;
o
]
.

TR ER

= .

W EACT B N R s e R

e RSE R IYG

AT AP

-
!

e
REEATARIEE

AR R

o

Mr, Kazu Hayashlida

Director of Transportation
State of Hawall

400 Rodgers Blvd, Suite #700
Honolulu, Hi. 96819

Dear Sir,

22 August 1997

1 am writing to express my deep concern Qver the possibility of

further development of Burns

Field located at Port Allen, Kaual.

Reing a private pilot 1 am very familiar with this field and have
used it as an auxillary landing field. :
As 2 tax payer 1 am alarmed to think that the state would spend haif

a million dollars or more to ac

comadate one or two helicopter operators.

There is adequate room for many helicopter companies at the Liliue
alrport and they should be there. These Burns Field helicopter companies
are In a commercial business with paying passengers who need the

facilitles of a tower and crash
Hhue alrport, .

equipment that is already in place at the

1 think you would have to ask yourself if the State would be liable if
a helicopter should crash upon take off or landing at Burns...no tower..no

fire trucks--a long ambulance

response time--long distance toa hospital

and perhaps no one on the fleld to even report such an accident.
Our state schools are over-crowded and the state cannot find the
funds to pay for additlonal teachers and yet the DOT has the audaclty 10

even think of putting any lmp

rovements on a field where it is not needed.

Please put this question up for general citlzen discussion here on
Kaual before you make any decisions.

5509, 4

Mr. Bob McCaig
2770 Milo Hae Lp.
Koloa, HL 96756
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
DIRECTCR

GOVERHCOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS —
GLENN M, OKIMOTO %

Brian K. Minaai

STATE OF HAWA“ IN REPLY REFER TO: |

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION o

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 . 97.1330 I

‘;; September 5, 1997 ‘ -u‘é
SEP 10 1997 -

e, Bob MeCaig EDWARS X NODA B ASSOCIATES ,.
\.

2770 Milo Hae Loop
Koloa, Hawail 96756

Dear Mr. McCaig: .

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment -

Proposed Airport Improvements
State Project No. 2K2010-01

Thank you for your comment jetter of August 22, 1997, on the ;
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport (Burns Field). Your —
concerns will be taken into consideration, however, we would like

to provide the following response to your comments. P

The proposed improvements will not use taxpayer's money as it
will be funded with airport funds. These airport funds are -
bRE: derived from income generated  from fees on airline tickets, B
oA commercial aircraft landing at the State's airports, airport
concessionaires' rents, and other aviation user fees. These
funds can be used for airport purposes only, as stated in the

R Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982, as amended, 49 USC —
S 47107 (b).
' The helicopter operators have used Port Allen Airport for the LJ

% last twenty (20) years or so, and will continue to use the

T Airport with or without the proposed airport improvements. .
Currently, one of the helicopter operator provides emergency :
rescue service from the airport for that part of the island. ol

i Tn addition, the proposed improvements include parking facilities
B and restrooms for the public. Fixed wing aircraft owners will
also benefit as two tiedowns are included in the proposed

improvements.

-

-~
[




AIR-EP

Mr. Bob McCaig
97.1330

Page 2
September 5, 13997

Please contact Benjamin Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(808) 838-8821 to clarify any further questions you may have.

Very truly yours,

/’}/QWM A

ZU HAYASHIDA
Director of Transportation

¢: Federal Aviation Administration (D. Welhouse)
~Edward XK. Noda and Associates (B. Ishii)
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PATSY T. MINK COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
SECQND DISTRICT, HAWAII COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
THE WORKFORCE —

EARLY ConlDm00D, YOUTH AND

n3s RAV:;‘::::::::::::i;ﬂuuwmo @ﬂ ngregg U f tb E aﬂ n i teh é tates Owvensgnr ::;::sst:::::n;::couumu. ' |

WasHinaTan, DC 20515-1102 Ranieg DLMOCRAT

F&u;zzzﬁ:sﬁza? Zf?ﬂuse Uf ﬁepreStnt&tih BS COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM ..n

AND QV
4 http/www . house.goviwriterep/ OVERSIGHT

. - {an leave)

o oz | —
o DISTRICT OFFICE: U..-IanJ mgtun, BE 20515-1102 REGION Il WHIP
Rt $104 Privet Kumio Feoenal Buoing DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION  win
L P.D. Box 50128 AGENDA TASK FORCE, CO-CHAIN ‘

Hexnounw, HI 968502977 S t be 8 1 997

{808) 541-1985 ) epiemoer o, CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC

i FAX: (808) 5380233 CAUCUS, Cran
et BIG ISLAND: {808) 935-3756 -

MAUL {808) 242-1818
KAUAL (808) 245-1957

THE HONORABLE KAzU HAYASHIDA

o DIRECTOR ™
S HAWAIl DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

e 869 PUNCHBOWL ST -

HonoLuru HI 96813 i

Dear Mr. Hayashida: -

RE: Burns Field, Port Allen, Kauai ‘

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to you from Bob McCaig of Koloa, Kauai, dated August 22, :

1997. ’

Mr. McCaig relates his concerns about proposed improvements to Burns Field for the :"

purposes of accomodating helicopter operators. | concur with his concerns about these "

proposed developments. -

Please send me a copy of your response to his letter. Your response is very deeply -

appreciated. ey,

"

Very truly yours,

a".e‘_r)“"M -

PATSY T. MINK 2
Member of Congress

PRINTED QN RECYCLED PAPLR




BENJAMIN J. CAYETAND

KAZU HAYASHIDA
OWRECTOR

GOVERMCR
BEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO
Brian K. Minaai

STATE oF HAWA" IN REPLY REFZR T0:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET ATR-EP
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 97.1386

Septembexr 23, 1997

The Honorable Patsy T. Mink
Representative, U. S. Congress
5104 Prince Kuhio Federal Building

P. 0. Box 50124
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850-4977

Dear Representative Mink:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment
State Project No. AK2010-01

In response to your letter of September 8, 1997, we are sending

you a copy of our letter to Mr. Bob McCalg of Koloa, Kaual dated
September 5, 1997, which addressed his concerns on the proposed

improvements at Port Allen Airport.

Please have your staff contact Jerry M. Matsuda, Airports
Administrator, at (808) 838-8600 to clarify any guestions you may

have.
Very truly yours,

KAZU HAYASHIDA
Director of Transportation

Enclosure: Letter dated September 5, 1997

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates (J. Dittmar)
Federal Aviation Administration (D. Welhouse)

bec: AIR-X

LB:nf
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PATSY T. MINK COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND

SECOND DISTRICT, HAWAN
THE WORKFORCE
EanLy Coon Dm00D, YOUTH AND
FAML TS SUBCOMMITT(L

st s @Congress of the Tnited SLates o s

2135 Raypunn House OFrice Bunting

WasHinaTon, DC 20515-1102
{202) 225-2506 ‘ .
FAX: 1202} 225-3957 ig) ouse of ﬁﬁp resentatibes COMM'"Ei%: ge;:::mim REFORM
hnpdivww. house.goviwriterep/ 1on leave)
DISTRICT OFFICE: WHashington, B 20515-1102 REGION Il WHIP
5104 Parnce Kuwio FEDERAL BuiLDinG DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION
P.0. Box 50124 AGENDA TASK FORCE, Co-Cram
Honotuwy, HI 868504977
1808) 5311966 QOctober 7, 1997 CONGRESSIGNAL ASIAN PACIFIC
CAUCUS, Cuair

FAX: |08} 538-0233

BIG ISLAND: (808) 935-2756
MAUI: (B08) 242-1818
KAUAL {808} 245-1951

THE HONORABLE KAZU HAYASHIDA, DIRECTOR
HAawaAIll DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

869 PUNCHBOWL ST

HonoLuLu HI 96813

Dear Mr. Hayashida:
RE: Burns Field, Port Allen, Kauai

Following up to my September 8, 1997 letter, | have attached copies of two additional
letters to you concerning the expansion of the Port Allen Airport facilities.

Please address the concerns expressed in these letters and send me a copy of your
response. Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours, |
Qﬁﬁ'l—"-}}v—-} S

PATSY T. MINK
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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KAZL) HAYASHIDA

H J, CAYETANO
BLNJA%ISVERNPH DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAL
GLENN M. CKIMOTO

oS |

STATE OF HAWAII N EEPLY REFERTO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N RLED
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 67.1512

-

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097

Octobexr 27, 1897

E@ The Honorable Patsy T. Mink
[ Representative, U. S. Congress
5104 Prince Kuhio Federal Building

P. 0. Box 50124
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850~4977

Dear Representative Mink:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment
State Project No. AK2010-01

In response to your letter of October 7, 1997, we are sending you
copies of our letter to Ms. Margaret Emerson of Kalaheo, Xauai
and to Mr. & Mrs. Curt Lofstedt of Island Helicopters on the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport.

Also attached is our response letter to you dated
September 23, 1997, in the event that you did not receive it.

Thank you for your concerns on this project. Please have your
staff contact Jerry M. Matsuda, Airports Administrator at
(808) 838-8600 to clarify any guestions you may have.

Very truly yours,

% eyt

KAZU HAYASHIDA
Director of Transportation

Attachments: As listed above

c: Federal Aviation Administration (D. Welhouse)
Edward K. Noda and Associates (J. Dittmar)

bec: AIR-K
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HAWAll DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
KAUAL DISTRICT

3060 EIWA STREET, ROOM J06
LIHUE, KAUAIL, HAWAI SE766.1875

IN REPLY REFER TO.

August 22, 1997

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E.

Airports Administrator

Dept. Of Transpartation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport

400 Rodgers Blvd., Suite 700

Honolulu, HI 96819-1880

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

We would like to endorse the proposed improvements to Port Allen Airport, Kauai, as were
presented in the public informational meeting of August 13, 1997.

in the course of our work, some of which involves public safety and the provision of
emergency services, we use the only helicopter operator on Kauai that meets our strict
requirements. That operator is presently based in Hanapepe.

As the majority of our work is on the north and west sides of the island, it is more efficient,
timely and cost-effective for us to fly from Port Allen. Having hangars and better
infrastructure at the field would shorten the response time markedly, as the present operator

has to frailer his aircraft from Hanapepe towi.

We feel the proposed improvements are modest, and the increased benefits and
efficiencies would be a significant benefit to the people of Kauai.

It makes logical sense to enable aircraft operations {o be sited on airports.
Sincerely,
A W0 ﬂm;

Edwin Q.P. Petteys
Branch Manager

R,




KAZU HAYASHIDA

!; BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GCVERNCR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS

|

GLENN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAA]

“’f STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER T0:
i AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
=t ’i 200 ROCGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373
.1‘ : HOKNQLULY, HAWAII £5519-1880

September 25, 1997

Mr. Edwin Q. P. Petteys

Branch Manager

Kaual District

Division of Forestry and Wildlife
Department of Land and Natural Resources
3060 Eiwa Street, Room 306

Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1875

Dear Mr. Petteys:

Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being devgloped
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

Planner,

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

< TN

SMoAanefs)

JER] . MATSUDA, P.E.
ts Administrator

c: .~+Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

o : Hana Like No Ke Ale Aloha
i Working Together 10 Provide Gateways of Aloha
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CEsSAR C. PORTUGAL

MARYANNE W. KUSAKA
CCOUNTY ENGINEER

. MAYCR
) TELEPHCNE 24 1-3600 -—,
RUSSELL SuGaNo
ACTING DEPUTY COUNTY ENGINEER ™
TELEPHONE 221-882 ¢ :
AN EQUAL OCPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER o
COUNTY OF KAUAI o
DEPARTMENT OF PUEBLIC WORKS PW8.186
. c4L44a RICE STREET
| LIRS, KaUA'T, HAWALI 56768 AIRPORTS DI™
i AR 1
a September 3, 1997 AlR-A -
: ARE 1L
ARR-L
State of Hawaii AIR-R __
Department of Transportation AlR- é ‘
Airport Division AR ™
400 Rodgers Blvd., Suite 700 b
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
oy
Attention: Mr. Jerry Matsuda " -
Gentlemen: : H
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRECONSULTATION .
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT, TMK: 1-8-08:1 -
We completed our review of subject environmental assessment preconsultation and we o
have no comments. ;
We would like to thank you for providing this opportunity to offer our comments. o
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Wallace Kudo of my staff at o
(808) 241-6620. '
1.1
Very truly yours, o

%p—?.ﬂ‘z‘. %—;—W

i 4_CESAR C. PORTUGAL
County Engineer

e

| :

WK/cu S
.
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

COVERNCR
! DEPUTY DIRECTCRS
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

’ BRIAN K. MINAAI
£ STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:

AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR—~EN
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 97.1373

|

HONOLULL, HAWAIL 258131880

September 25, 1997

Mr. Cesar C. Portugal

County Engineer

Department of Public Works
County of Kauai

4444 Rice Street

Moikeha Building, Suite 275
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Portugal:
Subject: Port Allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. 2K2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on

schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-8811.

Sincerely,

. MATSUDA, P.E.
ts Administrator

c: vEdward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

_ Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Wo‘rking Together 10 Provide Gateways of Aloha
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Will Squyres Helicopter Tours
P.O.Box 1770
Lihue, HI 96766

August 14, 1997

Jerry Matsuda
400 Rodgers Blvd. #70
Honolulu, HI 96719

Mr. Matsuda,
It has come to my attention that you’re planning to re-open the

master plan for Port Allen. As you know several of us old-time oper-
ators were told Port Allen was transit-only and we could not establish
a permanent base or leave our helicopters there overnight.

If the State has decided to change this position I’'m sure that

several operators, including myself, will want at least a permanent pad.

Since there was an existing list of permanent facilities, I'm curious as
to how the State will handle it’s change in position.

Respectfully,

(5200

Will Squyres

WS/km
cc:  Stan Sekimoto
Ben Schlapak




KAZU HAYASHIDA
CIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANG
GCVERNCA

CEPUTY DIRECTORS

GLENN M, OKIMOTO
BRIAN K, MINAAL

§ l! STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
S ’ AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-EN
: £ 400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
b HONOLULY, HAWAIl £6818-1880 97.1373

September 25, 1997

Mr. Will Squyres

Will Squyres Helicoptexr Tours
P. 0. Box 1770

Lihue, Hawail 96766

Dear Mr. Sguyres:

Subject: Port allen Airport Environmental Assessment (EA)
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments on the EA currently being developed
for the improvements at Port Allen Airport. The project is on
schedule and we will be submitting the draft EA to the Office of
Environmental Quality Control within two months from the Notice

of Publication.

If you have any guestions, please contact Lynn Becones, Planner,
at (808) 838-881l.

Sincerely,

J@ MATSUDA, %. E.
Al s

Administrator

c: V/Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Workiag Together 10 Provide Gateways of Algha
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DENIJAMIN 3. CAYETANOG KALIWATSON
GOVERNOR CHAIRMAN
STATE OF HAWAZ HAWAHAN HOMTS COMMISSION
. JODIE M. K. M. YAMAGUCHI -
STATE OF HA\VAII DEPUTY 10 THE CHAIRMAN '
Coy
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS
B P. 0. DOX 1879 -

HONOLULU, HAWAIL 95805 ,

September 16, 1997 ~
To: Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E. -
Airports Administrator, Department of Transportation ot

From: Kali watson, Chairma_ma_ﬁ‘)/ v -
Hawaiian Homes Commission -
Subject: Environmental Assessment Preconsultation. Port Allen e
airport. Koloa District, Kauai. TMK 1-8-08:01, State .

Project NO. AK2010-01. . ‘

LR

Thank you for including our ipput into your environmental a!
assessment preconsultation for the Port Allen airport. .
port Allen airport exists south west of the Department of st

nds (DHHL) Hanapepe residential lots. We suggest
re procedures be established for noise abatement
ossible community nuisance. Otherwise, the DHHL ]
to the proposed airport facility improvements.

Hawaiian Home L&
that VFR departu
and to prevent P
has no cobjection

Should you have any questions, please call Daniel Ornellas of our &

Planning Office &t 586-3836.

7
o S
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR
CEPUTY DIRECTOAS

ERIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M, OKIMOTO

M e

STATE OF HAWAII .
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INREPLY REFERTO:
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET AIR-EN
HONOLULU, HAWAII £6813-5097 57 .1445

o

October 16, 1897

s B

KALI WATSON, CHAIRMAN
HAWAITAN HOMES COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

FROM: 2U HAYASHIDA M Ot
DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION

PORT ALLEN AIRPORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)

SUBJECT:
STATE PROJECT NO. AK2010-01

mments in your letter of September 16, 1997,

on the EA being developed for the improvements to Port Allen
airport. The project is on schedule and we will be submitting
the draft EA to the Office of Environmental Quality Control

within two months.

Thank you for your coO

If you have any gquestions, please contact Benjamin Schlapak, Head
Planning Engineer, at (808) 8383-8821.

Len ..'f'_r"‘.‘ UL AL AL A L gt
DO RN I AP L

c: vEdward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.
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EDWARD K. Kppg & Assotiares
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ACUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

AQUATIC RESOURCES

ECATING AND OCEAN RECREATIDN

CONSEAVATION AND
EHVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

CONSERAVATION AHND

STATE OF HAWAII . n::ouncas ENFOREEMENT
GNVEYANCE!
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES FORESTRY oo WiLoLIFE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
LAND MANAGEMENT
P.O. BOX 621 STATE PARKS

WATER AMD LAND DEVELOPMENT  ©

HONOLULU, HAWAII 95803 WATER RESOQURCE MANAGEMENT

LD-NAV SEP |7 1997 REF.: AK201001.RCM

Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E.

Airport Administrator

State of Hawail

Department of Transportation
Airport Division

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaiil 96819-1880

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

SUBJECT: Review . Environmental Assessment preconsultation

Project : Port allen Airport Project No. AX2010-01

Proposal : Construction of four (4) lease lots foxr
hangars and accompanying aprons for helicopter
operations, with an associated paved roadway,
public comfort station and maintenance shed

Applicant: State of Hawaii Department of Transportation,
Airports Division

Location : Port Allen Airport, Island of Kauai, Hawail

TMK s Ath/ 1-8-08¢: 03

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the
subject matter. We have the following comments on the proposed

project:

pDivision of Acuatic Resources:

Has no cobjection to the proposed project provided that the
proposed improvements are done carefully such that any pollutants
and/or hazardous waste do not drain or blow down slopes and
eventually leach into nearby coastal waters.

tLand Division, Encineering Branch:

According to FEMA Community panel Map No. 150002 0186 D, is
located in Zone Z (No shading) . This is an area determined to be

outside the 500-year flood plain.

Kauai District Land Office:

1. All improvements and flight patterns should be directed
away from Salt Ponds to the west. All approaches and take off
flights should be east or south of the facility over water; and

o. Will fixed wiring facilities be provided?

H




L)

L LIS Gl

Page 2
Review of Environmental

Assessment Preconsultation
Tort Allen Airport

T.and Division planning and Technical Services:

project is not within Conservation Di

The proposed strict.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Nicholas Vaccaro of the Land Divisions’ Support Services Branch at

587-0438.

HAWAII: Earth’s best!
Aloha,

-6\_¢MICHPEL D. WIL
c: Kauai Land Roard Member

At Large Land Board Member
Kauai District Land Office




KAZU HAYASHICA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
QIRECTCA

GCVERKCR
CEPUTY DIAECTORAS

BRIAN X, MINAA!
GLENN M, CKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET AIR-EN
HONOLULY, HAWAII S6813-5097 97.1444
ocT 1 3 1997
TO: MICHAEL D, WILSON, CHAIRPERSON

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

FROM: KAZU HAYASHIDA /
DIRECTOR OF TRANSP N

-
SUBJECT: PORT ALLEN AIRPORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (E2)
STATE PROJECT NO. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments in your letter of September 16, 1997,

on the EA being developed for the improvements to Port Allen
Airport. The project is on schedule and we will be submitting
the draft EA to the Office of Environmental Quality Control

within two months.

We will be submitting to wour office a request for the withdrawal
of the Salt Ponds at Port Allen from Governor's Executive
Order 931. This release of airport land is part of the Closure

Agreement for the 1985 Land Exchange.

If you have any gquestions, please contact Ben Schlapak, Head
Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-3821.

c:v/%dward K. Noda and Associates, Inc.

LB:nf
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0CT 21 1997

EDWaRp k. Nops g ASSOCIATES
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APPENDIX B

PORT ALLEN (KAUAI) AIRPORT
NOISE MEASUREMENTS

Prepared by:
D.L. Adams Associates, Ltd.
dba
Darby & Associates
September 10, 1997

and

August 16, 1999
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D. L. ADAMS ASSOCIATES, LTD.
db
(C DA?F{BY & ASSOCIATES

ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANTS

#97-34
September 10, 1997

Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc.
615 Piikoi Street, Suite 300
Honolulu, HI 96814-3139

Attention: Mr. Brian Ishii

RE: Port Allen (Kauai) Airport Noise Measurements

Dear Mr. Ishii:

Sound level measurements of aircraft operations at Port Allen Airport on Kauai were
taken from Saturday, August 23, 1997, through Monday, August 25, 1997, at seven
locations shown in Figure 1.

The schedule of measurement location for the three-day period is presented in Table 1.
At each of the unattended measurement locations, a sound level meter was left in place
from sunrise to sunset or for 24 hours, and programmed to measure the hourly
equivalent sound levels (L), exceedence ievels (e.g., Ly, Lo, Ly, and Lgg), minimum
sound levels (L), maximum sound levels (L_,) and Sound Exposure Levels (SEL).
At each of the attended measurement lccations, LS, LS, Lyg,s and SELs from
aircraft operations (e.g., takeoff, landing and flyover) were obtained and visual
identification of aircraft types was made to correspond with the measurements. The
numbers of operations for each type of aircraft that occurred over the three-day period
are tabulated in Table 2. Table 3 summarizes the resuits of measurements taken at the

attended locations.

Using data from the unattended sound level meters and Tables 2 and 3, day-night
equivalent sound levels (L,,s) due to aircraft operations and without aircraft operations
were determined for Locations 1 through 4. These are presented in Table 4. The Lgs

PALI PALMS PLAZA » 970 NO, KALAHEO AVENUE = SUITE A-311
KAILUA, HAWAII 96734 « (808) 254-3318 » FAX (808) 254-5295




i,
,.F..
o
.
s
in
)
A
ey
A,
It
#07]
Bl
.'r;;
[
i
=)
R
s

Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. #97-34
September 10, 1997 Page 2

for Locations 5 and 6, however, could not be determined because of the limited noise a !
data were obtained at these locations. At Location 7, the L,, was measured to be 44 ,
dBA. =

Please call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(s

=
Thao N. Nguyen

TNN/1d

Encls.
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TABLE 1 - MEASUREMENT SCHEDULE

TR

L=k

Unattended Attended
Measurement Location Measurement Location

)

Sound Level | Sound Level Morning Afternoon
Date Meter No. 1 | Meter No. 2 | Operations | Operations

e e

August 23, 1997 1 2 4 3
|| August 24, 1997 3 7 2 1
| August 25, 1997 3 482 2& 1 6&5

* 24-Hour Measurement
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TABLE 2 - NUMBER OF OPERATIONS FOR EACH TYPE OF AIRCRAFT

lr will Fly Kauai
Bali Hai Inter-Island Squyres Single
Date Helicopter | Helicopter | Helicopter** Engine
August 23, 1997 8 4 0 0
August 24, 1997 7 0 2 0 |
| August 25, 1997 6 4 0 4

*  Each operation consists of one arrival and one departure.

** Not verified,

PROJECT NO. 97-34
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TABLE 3 - MEASUREMENT RESULTS

Time Le L, SEL  Duration
Date of Day (dBA) dBA (dBA) (min:sec)

LOCATION 1

Bali Hai Helicopter

» Takeoff & Flyover 08/24/97 12:10 58.3 64.8 77.1 1:17
13:15 56.8 63.8 76.9 1:43

» Approach & Land 08/24/97 13:05 55.2 59.8 71.6 0:44
14:00 56.8 62.8 74.0 0:52

08/25/97 10:52 54.7 58.8 723 0:57

Inter-Island Helicopter
o Takeoff & Flyover 08/25/97 10:00 68.9 78.3 87.9 1:20

» Approach & Land 08/25/97 10:50 59.4 713 776 1:07

‘Will Squyres Helicopter

» Takeoff & Flyover 08/24/97 14:10 63.1 72.8 876 4:41
(2 at a time)
« Approach & Land 08/24/97 14:05 71.6 84.0 94.8 3:32

(2 at a time)

PROJECT NO. 97-34 PAGE 1




. : Table 3 - Measurement Results (Continued) '
1 ~
Fly Kauai (N749RV) Single Engine o
; « Taxi & Takeoff 08/25/97  10:15 71.6  79.8 895 1:02 -
10:30 729 825 909  1:04 -
« Flyover 08/25/97  10:16 570 658 753 1:07 B
o 10:31 608 683 76.9 0:41
« Approach & Land 08/25/07  10:05 628 775 8L1  1:09 B
1025 69.6  78.5 831  0:22
1045 678 778 826  0:30 ~
LOCATION 2 -
:; Bali Hai Helicopter o
' « Startup & Flight -
Idle Checks 08/24/97 7:45 738 788 944 1:58 o
08/25/97 8:40 736 788 953  2:28 -
« Takeoff & Flyover 08/24/97 8:00 662 725 869 1:59 ~
3 9:05 659 748 865 1:55 "
o 10:10 673 760 89.8  3:00
11:07  66.7 773 873 1:57 .
& 08/25/97 8:52 688  73.0 888 142 .
.-‘Z} . "
- Approach & Land 08/24/97 8:50  68.2 743 87.4 1:23 e
9:55 69.0 773 87.8 1:16 .
‘i 10:55 681 771 867  1:13 )
3 12:00 686 768 867  1:05 €
08/25/97 9:46 722 788 879 037 o

PROJECT NO, $7-34 PAGE 2
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Table 3 - Measurement Results (Continued)

Inter-Island Helicopter
» Takeover & Flyover 08/25/97

« Approach & Land 08/25/97

Fly Kauai (N749RV) Singlc Engine

« Taxi & Takeoff 08/25/97
« Approach & Land 08/25/97
LOCATION 3

Bali Hai Helicopter

« Takeoff & Flyover 08/23/97
» Approach & Land 08/23/97
- Idle 08/23/97

Inter-Island Helicopter

« Takeoff & Flyover 08/23/97
= Approach & Land 08/23/97
= Idle 08/23/97

PROJECT NO. 97-34

8:55

9:45

9:40

9:20

14:20
15:55

13:50
15:25
16:45

13:55
16:50

14:10

14:00
15:00

14:05

73.8

584

81.6

54.2

58.1
57.9

76.1
71.7
69.8

53.6
55.9

63.4

70.7
65.4

52.1

80.8

64.0

98.5

60.3

67.8
66.0

87.5
83.0
81.0

71.5

81.5
72.8

58.8

92.3

77.5

102.0

73.6

81.6
78.9

93.6
89.9
89.9

73.8
76.6

82.1

89.4
83.5

74.0

1:11

1;12

1:50

1:28

3:42
2:06

0:57
1:07
1:41

1:45
1:57
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Table 3 - Measurement Results (Continued)

LOCATION 4

Bali Hai Helicopter

= Startup & Flight
Idle Checks

» Takeoff & Flyover

» Approach & Land

Inter-Island Helicopter
= Idle, Takeoff & Flyover

= Approach & Land

LOCATION 5

Bali Hai Helicopter
» Takeoff & Flyover

» Approach & Land

PROIJECT NO. 97-34

08/23/97

08/23/97

08/23/97

08/23/97

08/23/97

08/25/97

08/25/97

7:45

7:50
9:00
10:00
11:10
12:07
13:07

8:49
11:52
12:50

8:50
10:25
13:05

9:46
11:25

13:10
14:05

13:55
14:50

57.1

62.6
60.1
54.3
54.5
54.4
34.0

60.8
60.9
60.6

59.3
61.9
65.6

65.8
62.3

57.0
59.1

56.7
56.1

64.8

73.0
78.8
60.0
63.5
63.8
60.6

69.6
68.3
66.0

69.8
71.8
72.6

72.8
69.5

64.0
77.C

63.5
61.3

77.7

83.3
80.9
74.4
73.6
74.9
73.9

804
78.3
78.3

81.7
79.7
81.8

80.9
80.4

77.5
80.9

73.0
71.9

1:55

1:57
2:04
1:46
1:22
1:52
1:38

1:31
0:54
0:59

2:56
1:01
0:41

0:32
1:05

1:54
2:32

0:43
0:37
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Table 3 - Measurement Results (Continued)

Inter-Island Helicopter
» Approach & Land

LOCATION 6

Bali Hai Helicopter
« Takeoff

« Approach & Land

PROJECT NO. 97-34

08/25/97

08/25/97

08/25/97

13:45
16:40

12:05

12:5

th

58.9
57.4

52.6

53.6

66.6
635.5

56.5

58.5

78.8
75.2

69.0

71.2

0:44

0:58

PAGE 5




TABLE 4 - ESTIMATED DAY-NIGHT EQUIVALENT SOUND LEVELS (L,)

Measurement
Location

Background
(Without Aircraft Operations)

” Estimated L,, (in dBA)

Due to Aircraft Operations

51

55

50

56

50

60

B wl

46

46
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FAX TRANSMISSION

D. L. ADANS ASSOCIATES, LTD., D/B/A DARBY & ASSOCIATES
970 N. Kalaheo Avenue, Suite A311
Kailua, Hawali 96734
808-254-3318
Fax; B08-254-5295

August 16, 1999

To: Brian Ishii Date:
Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc.
Fax #: 593-8551 Pages: 8, including this cover sheet.

From: Thao Nguyen wh.
Subject:  Additional Noise Measurements at Por Allen Airport on Kauai (#99-44)

Additional noise measurements of aircraft operations at Port Allen Airport on Kauai were
obtained on Wednesday, August 11, 1999 at two locations. Location 1 was near the helicopter
landing area and Location 2 was by the Salt Pond as shown in Figure 1. Ateach of the
measurement locations, short-term Lo, L,,,,s and SELs from aircraft operations (¢.g., takeoff and
landing) were obtained. Additionally, visual identification of aircraft type was made to
correspond with the measurements. The numbers of operations for each type of aircraft and the
measurement results are provided in Tables 1 and 2, respectively. Background noise
measurements between aircraft operations were also obtained, At Location 1, background L, s of
51 to 52 dBA were recorded during light wind condition (less than 10 mph) and 54 to 56 dBA
during high wind condition (10 to 15 mph with occasional gust up to 20 mph). Corresponding
background L s at Location 2 were 44 to 4G dBA and 48 to 51 dBA, respectively. Background
noise at Location 1 was primarily due to surf noise while wind and traffic were the dominant
background noise sources at the Location 2. Using these measurement results, the following

aircraft L, s were calculated.

Calculated L, (in dBA)

ocati Due to Aircraft Operatio
1 60
2 46

Please call if you have any questions.




TABLE 1 - AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS AT PORT ALLEN AIRPORT ON AUGUST 11, 1999

‘. No. of Arrival at & No. of Lift-off to and from -
L Type of Aircraft Departure from the Helicopter Landing Pad .'
: Airport
| Bali Hai Helicopter 26
Hawaii Helicopter 20
Inter-island Helicopter 16
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TABLE 2 - AIRCRAFT NOISE MEASUREMENT RESULTS OF AUGUST 11, 1998

At Location 1 - Near Helicopter Landing Area (See Figure 1)

A.
Measured Aircrafl
Event | Approximate Typeof Du.ration No'ise Level
No. Start Time of | Helicopter Description of Aireraft Activities (min:sec) (in dBA)
Measurement L Lo SEL
1A B:15am. Startup, Flight idle Cheeks & Lift-off
from Tow Truck to Landing Pad 4:08 67.1 78.5 9.0
2A 8:20 a.m. Bali Hai Flight 1dle to Load Passengers & Take-off 4:17 69.9 86.4 94.1
3A 845 am. Same as Event No, 1A 513 63.2 75.5 | 88.1
4A 8:50 a.m. Same as Event No. 2A 4:40 718 | %05 | %62
SA 9:05 am. Approach & Land 0:45 653 | 715 | BLS
6A %:10am. Hawaii 1 Flight 1dle & 1 Approach & Land 1:28 60.9 66.8 80.3
7A 9:12 am. 2 Flight 1dles 1:18 58.1 61.5 § 77.0
BA %:15am. Bali Hai & 1 Bali Hai Approach & Land &
Hawaii 2 Hawaii Take-offs 30 74.4 86.8 | 969
oA 9:25 a.m. Bali Hai Take-ofT 0:49 76.1 86.0 | 934
10A 9:42 a.m. Hawaii Approach & Land 0:44 65.7 709 | 821
1A 9:48 a.m. 2 Hawaii Flight [dles &
Hawaii & | Bali Hai Approach & Land 1:43 61.5 670 | 816
Bali Hai
12A 9:51 am. 3 Flight 1dles (2 Hawail & 1 Bali Hai) &
2 Hawaii Take-offs 2:58 74.8 89.0 97.3
13A 9:55 aum. Flight Idle 1o Load Passengers & Take-off 2:46 72.3 885 | 944
Bali Hai
14A 10:15 am. Approach & Land 1:06 69.9 775 | 88.]
15A 10:17 a.m. Inter-island Same as Event No. 1A 0:41 574 59.5 | 736
16A 10;21 a.m. Inter-isiand 1 Inter-istand Flight ldle &
& Hawail 2 Hawaii Approaches & Lands 2:00 65.7 76.0 | 864
17A 10:24 a.m. Inter-island Take-ofT 0:54 75.1 85.0 92.3
18A 10:28 a.m. Bali Hal Take-off 0:20 80.1 87.0 | 933
194 10:32 a.m. Take-ofT 1:01 753 86.0 | 93.1
Hawaii
20A 10:35 s.m. Same as Event No. 19A 1:19 70.4 83.0 | 894
2]1A 10:37 a.m. Inter-island Same as Event No. 17A 0:59 73.3 83.0 | 909
22A 10;50 a.m. Bali Hai Approach & Land - - - -
23A 11:00 a.m. BaliHal & 1 Bali l1al Refuel &
Hawaii 1 Hawsii Approach & Land 1:15 67.6 78.0 | 864




TABLE 2A (continucd)

Measured Aircraft

Event | Approximate Type of DL{ratiDn No.isc Level
No. | StartTimeof | Helicopter Description of Alrcrafl Activities (min:sec) (in dBA)
Measurement Lo Lt SEL
24A 11:02 am.
Bali Hai & Same as Event No. 23A 1:30 67.1 76.3 86.6
Hawaii
25A 11:04 a.m. 2 Hawaii Flight Idles &

1 Bali Hat Take-ofT 2:05 76.4 90.5 | 974
26A 1:15am. | Inter-island Approach & Land 0:48 639 | 70.5 | BO8
27A 11:22 a.m. Bali Hai Approach & Land 1:24 629 | 69.0 | 821
28A 11:30 a.m. Inter-island 1 Inter-island Take-off, 1 Bali Hai Take-off &

& Bali Hai 1 tnter-island Approach & Land 1:50 759 87.0 | 963
29A 11:40 a.m. Hawaii 2 Flight Idles & Take-ofls 5:16 70.6 86.8 08.5
30A 11:54 am. Inter-island Take-off 0:47 71.3 853 | 941
3A 12:00 noon Approach & Land - - - -
- Bali Hai
32A 12:07 p.m, Take-off 1:23 76.2 89.8 | 954
33A 12:13 p.m. Approach & Land 0:42 64.3 69.0 | 805
. Hawaii
34A 12:19 p.m. Take-off 1:39 74.7 87.8 94.6
35A | 1224 pm. Approach & Land 1:25 62.1 | 8.5 | 813
36A 12:33 p.m. Flight Idlc 1o Load Passenger & Take-off 2:43 717 | 868 | 938
Bali Hal
374 | 12s4pm. ' Same as Event No. 35A 1:06 | 598 | 633 | 78
3BA 1:08 p.m. Same as Event No. 36A 1:28 76.2 $0.0 | 956
39A 1:26 p.m. Same as Event No. 35A 1:14 636 { 705 | 823
40A 1:28 p.m, Inter-island 1 Bali Hai Flight 1die &
& Bali Hai 1 Inter-island Approach & Land 0:35 634 68.9 | 78.9
41A 1:30 p.m. Bali Hai Flight ldle 1o Load Passenger & Take-off 5:41 68.6 87.0 93.8
42A 1:37 p.m. Hawal Approach & Land 0:57 639 | 71.0 | 814
awa
43A 1:40 p.m. Take-off 1:02 748 | 853 | 928
44A 1:45 p.m. Inter-island 1 Take-off & 1 Approach & Land 1:16 74.7 87.3 | 935
45A 2:01 p.m. Bali Hai Approach & Land 1:23 614 | 71.0 | 806
46A 2:04 p.m. Inter-island Take-ofl 0:52 76.0 85.5 93.1
47A 2:08 p.m. Take-off 1:55 739 ) 893 | 944
Bali Hai
48A 2:22 pm. Approach & Land 0:47 66.2 | 765 | 829
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TABLE 2A (continued)

Measured Aircraft

ﬂ . i Noise Level
i Event | Approximate Type of L Duration i
No., St‘:rﬂ Timeof | Helicopter Description of Aireraft Activities (minsec) (in dBA)
| Measurement L Lo SEL
#
49A 2:36 p.m. Bali Hai Take-ofl 1:22 736 | 860 | 928
B S0A 2:38 p.m. Inter-island Approach & Land 0:49 62.6 60.0 79.6
51A 2:56 p.m. Inter-island 1 Intersisland Take-off &
? & Bali Hai 1 Bali Hal Approach & Land 1:02 76.2 880 | 941
: 52A 3:03 Take-off fr i
g :03 p.m. ake-ofT from Landing Pad ,
Hover & Land on Tow Truck 1:31 74.4 875 | 939
Beli Hai
E s3a | 330pm Approach & Land 039 | 620 | ess | 779
S4A 3:39 p.m. Same as Event No. 52A 0:59 632 | 655 | 809
F 55A 3:52 pm. Approach & Land 0:40 64.1 630 | 80.1
1,"..',
56A 3:54 pm. Intet-island Same as Event No, $5A 0:43 629 | 670 | 793
ﬁ 57A 4:12 pm, Take-off 0:24 767 | 821 | 905
) 3BA 5:03 p.m. Same as Event No. 55A 1:12 618 | 658 | 804
B. At Location 2 - By the Salt Pond (See Figurs 1)
Measured Aircraft
F Event | Approximate Typeof Duration Noise Level
a No. | Start Time of | Helicopter Description of Aircrafl Activities {min:sec) (in dBA)
! Measurement
L. L. | SEL
E 1B B:15am, Bali Hai EventNo. 1A
- 2B 8:24 a.m. Event No, 2A
b 3B B:58 a.m. Event No. 4A
W 4B 9:03 am. Event No. SA
T 5B 9:11 am, Bali Hai & Event No. 6A
- 68 | o:17am. Hawaii Event No. 8A
E 7B 9:19 am, Event No. 8A
B 9B 9:30 a.m. Bali Hai Event No. 9A
h 0B 9:44 a.m. Event No. 10A




TABLE 2B (continued)

Measuted Aircraft

Event | Approximate Type of Dt{ratiOn Nojsc Level -
No. | Start Timeof | Helicopter Description of Aircraft Activities {min:sec) {in dBA)
Measurement L L. SEL
1B 9:50 a.m. Hawaii & Even: No. 11A 1:52 53.5 61.0 | 739
128 9:55 am. Bali Hal Event No, 12A 2:46 60.3 67.8 824 -
13B 9:58 am. Bati Hal Event No, 13A 2:41 586 69.3 80.6 .
14B 10:16 a.m. Inter-island Event No. 15A 1:47 514 585 | n.? -
158 10:22 am. Inter-istand v
& Hawaii Event No. 16A 2:56 59.2 66.0 81.6
asy

168 10:26 a.m. Inter-island Event No, 17A 2:05 58.3 65.3 79.3
£

1:00 43.9 54.3 66.8

17B 10:30 a.m. Bali Hai Event No. 18A
18B 10:34 a.m. Hawail Event Mo, 19A 2:52 58.4 670 | 796 -t
L2
19B 10:38 a.m. Hawali &
Inter-island Event Nos. 204 & 21A 3:15 59.8 72.8 82.6 .
20B 10:52 am. Bali Hai Event No. 22A 2:00 51.6 59.5 724 vl
21B 11:00 a.m.
Event No, 23A 2:52 569 68.0 93 -4
BaliHai & ¥
22B 11:04 2.m. Hawaii Event No. 24A 2:07 583 67.0 ¢ 793
23B 11:07 a.m. Event No. 25A 2:22 58.3 69.3 79.8 &1
248 | 1:18am. | Inter-island Evem No, 26A 122 s6r | 625 | 752 el
25B 13:25am, Bali Hai Event No, 27A 1:32 53.0 59.0 72.6 i}
268 11:30 a.m. Inter-island et
& Bali Hal Ewvent No. 28A 27 59,4 69.5 82.6
278 | 11:478m, Hawali Event No. 29A 226 | s61 | s20 | 778 &j
28B 11:56 2.m. Inter-istand Event No. 30A 1:25 61.1 70.0 80.4
298 12:00 noon Event No. 31A 1:30 523 58.5 71.9
Bali Hai
B 12:10 p.m. Event No, 32A 1:26 61.6 7.8 80,9
3B | 12174pm. Event No. 33A 233 | s47 | 645 | 765 d
Hawaii ;
32B 12:21 p.m. EventNo. 34A 2:14 55.5 62.% 76.8
33B | 12:27pm. Event No. 35A 1:29 s32 | 600 | 726 H
4B 12:37 p.m. Bali Hai Event No. 36A 1:45 58.8 6B.0 | 789
358 12:56 p.m. Event No. 37A 1:32 52.6 585 | 722 a
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TABLE 2B (continued)

B Measured Aircrafl
Event | Approximate Type of Duration No_lsc Level
No. | SteiTimeof | Helicopter Description of Aircraft Activities (min:sec) (indBA)
Measurement L Lo SEL
36B 11 pm. Bali Hai Event No. 38A 2:09 59.2 69.3 | 803
378 1:27 p.m. Event No. 39A 317 58.4 69.3 | 813
338 1:31 p.m. Inter-istand Event No. 40A 0:56 58.4 653 | 759
398 1:36 p.m. Bali Hai EventNo. 41A 1:39 59.6 69.3 | 785
40B 1:40 p.m. Event No, 42A 1:42 56.4 65.0 76.4
Hawali
4iB 1:43 p.m. s Event No. 43A 1115 50.0 56.0 | 68.7
418 1:47 pm, Inter-isiand Event No. 44A 3 58.0 69.0 | 808
—
43B 2:04 p.m. Bali Hai Event No. 45A 1:11 539 | 603 | 724
44B 2:07 p.m. Intet-istand Event No. 46A 1:12 603 | 693 | 788
45B 212 p.am, Event No. 47A 2:35 58.6 70.3 80.4
46B 2:24 p.m. Bali Hal Event No. 48A 1:29 513 570 | 708
47B 2:38 p.m. Event No, 49A 1:83 §7.6 67.8 78.1
478 2:40 p.m, Imcr-isllﬂ Event No. 50A 1:10 56.1 63.8 74.5
498 3:00 p.m. Inter-isfand
& Balj Hai Event No. $1A 2:26 $1.7 | 640 | 793
50B | 332pm. Bali Hai _ Event No. 53A 0:30 518 | 648 | 840
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STUDY OF PORT ALLEN AIRPORT, KAUAI
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to summarize the findings of a
two day (22-23 July 1997) bird and mammal field survey of Port
Allen Airport lands for the Port Allen Airport Environmental
Assessment Plan State of Hawaii Project No. AK2010-01. Figure
One shows the location of the property. Also included are
references to pertinent literature as well as unpublished faunal
reports from eariier studies in similar coastal habitat elsewhere

on Kauai.

The objectives of the field survey were to:

1-  Document what bird and mammal species occur en the property
or may likely occur given the available habitats and limitations
imposed by predators and disturbance.

2-  Provide current baseline information on the relative abundance
of each species.

3- Note the presence or Tikely occurrence of any native fauna

particularly any that are considered "Endangered" or "Threatened"




The area within the boundary of the Port Allen Airport
nroperty consists of grasses, weeds and some low growing native
plants. The area within the fence line appears to be periodically
mowed. Vegetation around the site includes brush, open parklands
of scattered trees and grass. At the west end Batis wetlands.
and salt collecting ponds occur on either side of the airstrip.
These wetlands are outside of the airport fence line. Rainfall
appears to be light along this section of the coast but the
prevailing tradewinds are robust.

During the course of the survey mixed weather conditions
occurred with passing showers in the mornings and clear windy

afternoons.

STUDY METHODS

Numerous small roads surround the site. The level topography
and Tow vegetation facilitated access and surveying. Field
observations were made with binoculars and by listening for
vocalizations. These observations were concentrated during the
peak bird and mammal activity periods of early morning and late
afternoon/dusk. Attention was also paid to the presence of tracks

and scats as indicators of bird and mammal activity. The early

evening hours of 22 July were devoted to looking for bats (Lasiurus

cinereus semotus) and Barn Owls (Tyto alba).
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A11 birds and mammals seen or heard were talljed. These data
provide the basis for the relative abundance estimates given in
this report. Published and unpublished reports from earlier studies
in similar habitat elsewhere on Kauai were also consulted (Pratt
et al. 1987; Bruner 1980, 1988a, 1988b, 1989, 1990a, 1990b, 1991,
1992; Hawaii Auduben Society 1993; State of Hawaii 1993).
Observations of feral mammals were limited to visual sightings and
evidence in the form of scats and tracks. No attempts were made

to trap mammals in order to obtain data on their relative abundance

and distribution. An effort of this magnitude was unnecessary for

the purpose of this survey.

Scientific names used in this report generally follow those
given in Hawaii's Birds (Hawaii Audubon Society 1993); A field
guide to the birds of Hawaii and the Tropical Pacific (Pratt et al.
1987) and Mammal species of the World (Honacki et al. 1982). In
the case of recent taxonomic changes the currently acceptabie name

is used and the appropriate citation for this new name is provided.




RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Resident Endemic (Native) Land Birds:

The endemic Pueo or Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus sandwicensis)

js active during the day and forages over open fields as well as
forest habitats and thus could potentially be found at this site.
None were observed on this survey. Due to the elevation and type
of habitat no other resident, endemic landbirds would be expected
at this site. The Pueo is listed as endangered on the island of
0ahu but not elsewhere in Hawaii by the State of Hawaii Department
of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife.
Hawaii's State Bird, the endangered Nene or Hawaiian Goose

(Branta sandvicensis) (AOU 1993), has in recent years been reintroduced

to Kauai. The Division of Forestry and Wildlife estimate that 100
Nene now occur on the island (State of Hawaii 1993). Nene have

been recorded from Crater Hill at Kilauea Point Natjonal Wildlife
Refuge to Poipu. None were recorded on this survey. Whether or

not Nene eventually are seen at Port Allen Airport remains to be seen.

This goose will utilize wetlands but also is adapted to non-wetland

habitats.

Native Waterbirds:

On July 23 one Black-crowned Night Heron {Nycticorax nycticorax)

was recorded in the Batis wetlands of the Sait Ponds located near the

west end of the airport property. The bird appeared to be foraging

for insects in the Batis.

Boay




A pair of endangered adult Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus

mexicanus knudseni) were recorded on both days of the survey in

- the same Batis wetland where the night heron was observed. The
presence of people working their sait ponds did not seem to disturb
the birds. They appeared habituated to this activity and continued

to forage. This pair perhaps utilize this wetland frequently.

No other waterbirds were observed. Data from The Nature Conservancy's
- Hawaii Natural Heritage Program data base indicate that Hawaiian

Duck or Koloa (Anas wyvilliana) and Hawaiian Coot or 'Alae Ke'oke'o

(Fulica alai) (AOU 1993), have also been observed at these Hanapepe
Salt Ponds. These two species are also endangered. Koloa were
last recorded in 1980 and Hawaiian Coot in 1989. Hawaii Natural

- Heritage Program data also show Biack-necked Stilt at these salt

ponds with the most recent record in 1990.

Resident Indigenous (Native) Seabirds:

mountains and the open sea where it forages.

; - No seabirds were recorded during this survey. The threatened
f - Newell's Shearwater (Puffinus newelli) may fly over the property
E = as it goes back and forth between its nesting burrows in the

< Migratory Indigenous (Native) Birds:

o At this time of year most shorebirds are on the arctic nesting
grounds. A few individuals, usually juveniles, may oversummer in
Hawaii and not return to the arctic to breed until their second
year of Tife (Johnson et al. 1981, 1989). Two Pacific Golden-

~ Plover (Pluvialis fulva) were recorded on the survey. Both birds




were in non-breeding plumage and were likely over-summering birds.
Pacific Golden-Plover are the most abundant migrant in Hawaii.
Between mid-August and early May three other common migrants

would be expected either on the airport lands or adjacent beaches,

rocky shorelines or wetlands, they are the Sanderling (Calidris

alba), Wandering Tattler (Heteroscelus incanus) and Ruddy Turnstone

(Arenaria interpres). None of these birds are endangered or

threatened. The Bristle-thighed Curlew (Numenius tahitiensis)

is 1isted as a species of concern, which means the bird may at

some future point in time need to be listed as threatened or

endangered. This curlew primarily winters on islands south of

Hawaii. A few birds stay in Hawaii €ach winter. They prefer open
grassiand habitat near the coast. Port Allen Airport and adjoining

coastal habitats are regularly used by this species {pers. comm.

from R.L. Pyle B.P. Bishop Museum).

Exotic (Introduced) Birds:

Table One 1ists a total of 15 exotic species found on the survey.

(1987); Hawaii Audubon Society

Information provided in Pratt et al-
(1993); and Brumer 1980, 1988a, 10g8b, 1989, 1990a, 1990b, 1991 and
1992 also confirm that the zxotic species recorded on this survey

are the ones that would be expected from this sector of the island.

ntroduced species is endangered or threatened.

None of these i




The introduced Barn Owl was not seen during the evening of 22 July,

- Feral Mammals:

Feral cats were observed on and near the property. No trapping
was conducted in order to assess the relative abundance of these
mammals at this site.

Records of the endemic and endangered Hawaiian Hoary Bat

~ (Lasiurus cinereus semotus) are 1imited but the species is believed

to be fairly common on Kauai (Tomich 1986; Kepler and Scott 1990).
The ecology of this native bat is poorly understood. I have observed
bats in a variety of habitats on Kauai including: native forest,
P agricultural lands, residential and urban areas as well as river

- valleys and bays. None were recorded at Port Allen Airport or neaby

i - lands during the course of this faunal survey.
1
CONCLUSIONS

- Port Allen Airport and nearby lands, including the Hanapepe

- Salt Pond wetlands, were surveyed for birds and feral mammals over

i e e T I

a two day period (22-23 July 1997). Two native waterbirds were

+
4
P
t

recorded at the Sait Pond complex adjoining the west end of the
airport. One species was the endangered or threatened Black-

necked Stilt and the other the non-endanggred or threatened
Black-crowned Night Heron. Data from earlier observations containted
in the files of the Hawaii Natural Heritage Program show the endangered
Hawaiian Duck and Hawaiian Coot have also utilized this wetland in

the past. The only migratory species recorded was the Pacific Golden-

Plover. However, at this time of year migrants are on their arctic




breeding grounds. A list of other common migrants 1ikely to occur
in this area at the appropriate time of year inciude the Ruddy
Turnstone, Sanderling, Wandering Tattler and Bristle-thighed
Curlew.

No native landbirds were observed but the Pueo and Nene were

noted as possible species that could utilize this habitat.

Fifteen species of introduced birds were tallied. These birds
are the ones that typically occur in this region of Kauai.

Only feral cats were noted. The endangered Hawaiian Hoary
Rat was not seen. This species, however, occurs widely on Kauai
and might on occasion use the area to forage.

No unusual or unexpected observations of either birds or mammals
were obtained on this survey. The Batis wetlands located at the
west end provide foraging opportunities for native waterbirds and
migratory shorebirds. More frequent surveys of this area would

1ikely increase our understanding of the value of this site for

wildlife.
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KEY TO TABLE 1

Relative abundance = number of times observed during survey.

A = abundant (ave. 10+)
C = common (ave. 5-10)
U = uncommon (ave. less than 5)

R = rare (actual number is given)
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INTRODUCTION

The Port Allen Airport is located along the south shore of the island of
Kauai on a small peninsula between Hanapepe Bay and Salt Pond Park. This sea
level airport consists of approximately eighty acres of land. A botanical
survey of this area, to discover what plants make up the vegetation cover of
the site, to describe the vegetation, and to determine if any proposed or
listed threatened or endangered plant species are growing in the area, was
conducted in May 1997.

BOTANICAL HISTORY

William Brackenridge who botanized the area from Koloa, Kauai to Waimea,
Kauai in 1840 described the region and its vegetation as "a number of sunburned
hills...A few sorts of coarse grass with a number of annual plants and three or
four Malvaceous shrubs enclude the principal vegetation” (Funk 1988).

Since that time a few environmental impact statements (e.i.s.) and several
negative declarations (n.d.) have been prepared for projects in the Port
Allen-Hanapepe area. In 1971, R. M. Towill (R. M. Towill 1971) in an e.i.s.
for the Kikiula Gulch Drainage Channel, Hanapepe, Kauai, dismissed the flora of
the area as follows:, "all vegetation in the alignment strip will be grubbed
and disposed of. The other vegetation will not be affected".

In 1974 the Kauai Department of Public Works (Dept. Public Works 1974), in
describing the proposed Base Yard Site located just up Salt Pond Street from
the Port Allen Airport, stated that "much of the site is covered with weeds and
common shrubs and spotted with clusters of trees along the road and hillsides".

In a more recent environmental impact statement for the proposed Kauai
Veterans Cemetery site, also just north of the Port Allen Airport M&E Pacific

1997), without having carried out any field studies simply stated "no listed
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INTRODUCTION

The Port Allen Airport is located along the south shore of the island of
Kauai on a small peninsula between Hanapepe Bay and Salt Pond Park. This sea
level airport consists of approximately eighty acres of land. A botanical
survey of this area, to discover what plants make up the vegetation cover of
the site, to describe the vegetation, and to determine if any proposed or
listed threatened or endangered plant species are growing in the area, was
conducted in May 1997.

BOTANICAL HISTORY

William Brackenridge who botanized the area from Koloa, Kauvai to Waimea,
Kauai in 1840 described the region and its vegetation as “a number of sunburned
hills...A few sorts of coarse grass with a number of annual plants and three or
four Malvaceous shrubs enclude the principal vegetation" (Funk 1988).

Since that time a few environmental impact statements (e.i.s.) and several
negative declarations (n.d.) have been prepared for projects in the Port
Allen-Hanapepe area. In 1971, R. M. Towill (R. M. Towill 1971) in an e.i.s.
for the Kikiula Gulch Drainage Channel, Hanapepe, Kauai, dismissed the flora of
the area as follows:, "all vegetation in the alignment strip will be grubbed
and disposed of. The other vegetation will not be affected”.

In 1974 the Kauai Department of Public Works (Dept. Public Works 1974), in
describing the proposed Base Yard Site located just up Salt Pond Street from
the Port Allen Airport, stated that "much of the site is covered with weeds and
common shrubs and spotted with clusters of trees along the road and hiilsides".

In a more recent environmental impact statement for the proposed Kauai
Veterans Cemetery site, also just north of the Port Allen Airport (M&E Pacific

1997), without having carried out any field studies simply stated "no listed




endangered plants” are found on the site.

The most comprehensive description of the vegetation in the vicinity of the
Port Allen Airport is found in the environmental impact statement for the
Hanapepe Self-Help Project (Self-Help Housing Corporation of Hawaii 1995)
which stated, "the coastal areas support a variety of indigenous plants like
Beach Naupaka (SCaevola taccada), and the tree Heliotrope (Messerschmidia
argentea). Howevel, much of the peninsula is covered with Koa-haole (Leucaena
leucocephala), Kiawe (Prosopis pallida) and Guinea grass (Panicum maximum).
The Chinese banyar, coconut trees, and bouganvillia were also observed on the
project site"

Beyond these reports there are several negative declarations for projects
in the Port Allen-Hanapepe area that only refer to the vegetation as introduced
weeds and grasses.

METHODS

In May 1997 a two person team of field botanists carried out a
reconnaissance of the Port Allen Airport site by way of a walk through survey
which covered all parts of the fenced-in area. In addition, notes were made of
the area outside the¢ fence. The results of this reconnaissance are presented
here.

RESULTS

The plant cover of the Port Allen Airport site can be described as Mowed
Mixed Vegetation. The dominant components of this mixed vegetation are the
grasses. Three species, pitted beardgrass (Bothriochloa pertusa (L.) A.
Camus), buffelgrass (Cenchrus ciliaris 1L.), and common sandbur (Cenchrus

echinatus L.) are most frequently found, but others such as swollen

fingergrass (Chloris barbara (L.) Sw.), stargrass (Chloris divaricara

2




R. Br.), and Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers.) are common.

Intermixed throughout the grasses are patches or enclaves of various forbs
such as Australian sait bush (Arriplex semibaccata R. Br.), wild bean
(Macroptilium  lathyroides (L.) Urb.), Macroprilium atropurpurenm (DC)
Urb., nodeweed (Synedrella nodifolia (L.) Gaertn.), golden crown-beard
(Verbesina enceliodescq  (Cav. ) Benth & Hook.), alfalfa (Medicago sativa
L.), the native vine, pa'uchi'iaka {Jacquemontia ovalifolia (Choisy) H.
Hallier subsp. sandwicensis), and scattered others. All of the area
vegeration is trimmed to approximately one Joot in height.

About rwo hundred and fifty feet from the western boundary fence and along
~ the north fence, there is a rather barren area which is surrounded by several
species of obligate or facultative wetland plants such as pickle weed (Batis
maritima L., false daisy (Eclipra alba (L.) Hassk.), and pluchea
(Pluchea indica (L.) Less.), all wetland indicators. In addition, this
area very strongly resembles the salt flats which are located next to the
airport.

Outside The Fence. North of the Port Allen Airport there is a small

undeveloped space which consists of about five to ten acres which is covered
with buffel grass, Guinea grass, ‘opiuma and ironwood trees, koa haole, and
'ilima bushes. This wild field abuts the Salt Pond Wetland. Because this area
is fenced and there was no access, observations were made from along Salt Pond
Road. The western end of the Port Allen Airport ends with a dirt road which
passes close to the ocean. There is no vegetation in this area. Outside the
fence on the south side of the Port Allen Airport is a very large open area
that is covered with the obligate wetland plant, pickleweed.  This indicates

that at one time the western end of the airport may have been part of the Salt




Pond Wetland. East of the pickleweed is a broad field of buffelgrass with a
few castor bean bushes surrounding it. The eastern end of the Port Allen
Airport also abuts a dirt road which travels along the coast of Hanapepe Bay.
The only vegetation here is small patches of pitted beardgrass and buffel
grass.
RECOMMENDATIONS
If the western portion of the Port Allen Airport is to be changed in any
way, a wetland delineation should be carried out. Especially in the areas
where the pickleweed is found.
ENDANGERED SPECIES
No candidate, proposed, or listed threatened or endangered species as set
forth in the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543),

are known from the Port Allen Airport area and none were found during this

survey.




SPECIES LIST OF PLANTS FOUND ON THE PORT ALLEN AIRPORT SITE
PORT ALLEN, KAUAI, HAWAII

The plant families in the following species list have been alphabetically
arranged within two groups, Monocotyledons, and Dicotyledons. The genera and
species are arranged alphabetically within families. The taxonomy and
nomenclature follow that of St. John (1973) and Wagner, Herbst and Sohmer
(1990). For each taxon the following information is provided:

1. An asterisk before the plant name indicates a plant introduced

to the Hawaiian Islands since Cook or by the aborigines.

2. The scientific name.

3. The Hawaiian name and or the most widely used common name.

4. Abundance ratings are for this site only and they have the following

meanings:

Uncommon = a plant that was found iess than five times.

QOccasional = a plant that was found between five to ten times.

Common = a plant considered an important part of the vegetation.

Locally abundant = plants found in large numbers over a limited
area. For example the plants found in grassy patches.

This species list is the result of an extensive survey of this site toward
the end of the wet season (May 1997) and it reflects the vegetative composition
of the flora during a single seascn. Minor changes in the vegetation will
occur due to introductions and losses and a slightly different species list

would result from a survey conducted during a different growing season.




Scientific Name Common Name Abundance

MONOCOTYLEDONES

Cyperaceae - Sedge Family —

*Cyperus rotundus L. Nut grass Locally abundant

GRAMINEAE - Grass Family -
*Borhriochloa pertusa (L.) A. Camus Pitted beardgrass Common
*Cenchrus ciliaris L. Buffelgrass Uncommon —_
*Cenchrus echinatus L. Common sandbur Common ‘
*Chloris barbata (L.) Sw. Swollen fingergrass Common
*Chloris divaricata R, Br. Stargrass Occasional _
*Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. Bermuda grass Locally abundant
*Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koeler Henry's crabgrass Common
*Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Wiregrass Uncommon
*Eragrostis cilianensis (All.) Link Stinkgrass Uncommon -
*Panicum maximum Jacqg. Guinea grass Uncommon ‘
*Paspalum fimbriatum Kunth Panama grass Uncommon
*Paspalum vaginatum Sev, Seashore paspalum  Locally abundant —
*Setaria verticillata (L.) P. Beauv.  Bristly foxtail Uncommon .

*Sporobolus virginicus (L.) Kunth Seashore rushgrass  Locally abundant

DICOTYLEDQNES

AIZOACEAE - Fig-marigold Family

Sesuvium portulacastrum (L.) L, Sea purslane Locally abundant i
AMARANTHACEAE - Amaranth Family -

*Alrernanthera pungens Kunth Khaki weed Occasional -

*Amaranthus spinosus L. Spiny amaranth Locally abundant

*Amaranthus viridis L. Slender amaranth Occasional -

ASTERACEAE - Sunflower Family

*Ageratum conyzoides L. Maile hohono Locally abundant

*Bidens alba (L.) DC Uncommon "
*Bidens cynapiifolia Kunth Common

*Calyptocarpus vialis Less. Common
*Conyza canadensis (L.) Crong. Horseweed Occasional -
*Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. False daisy Uncommon

*Emilia coccinea (Sims) G. Don Flora's paintbrush Common ’
*Erechtites hieracifolia (L.) Raf. ex DC Uncommon .
*Gnaphalium purpureum L. Purple cudweed Locally abundant

*Pluchea indica (L.) Less. Pluchea Locally abundant

*Sonchus oleraceus L. Sow thistle Occasional

*Synedrella nodifolia (L.) Gaertn. Nodeweed Locally abundant e




Scientific Name Common Name Abundance

ASTERACEAE - Sunflower Family con't
*Verbesina enceliodes (Cav.) Benth & Hook.

Golden crown-beard Common
*Vernonia cinerea (L.) Less. Little ironweed Uncommon

BATACEAE - Saltwort Family

*Batis maritima L. Pickleweed Locally abundant

BORAGINACEAE - Borage Family

Heliotropium anomalum Hook. & Arnott Hinahina Locally abundant
CARYOPHYLLACEAE - Pink Family

*Spergularia marina (L.) Sand spurry Occasional
CHENOPODIACEAE - Goosefoot Family

*Atriplex semibaccata R. Br. Australian saltbush  Occasional

CONVOLVULACEAE - Morning Glory Family

*Convolvulus arvensis L., Field bindweed Locally abundant
Jacquemontia ovalifolia subsp. sandwicensis Locally abundant
*Merremia aegypria (L.) Urb. Hairy merremia Occasional

EUPHORBIACEAE - Spurge Family

*Chamaesyce hirta (L.) Millsp. Hairy spurge Locally abundant
*Chamaesyce hypericifolia (L.} Millsp. Graceful spurge Occasional
*Chamaesyce prostrata (Ait.) Small Prostrate spurge Occasional

FABACEAE - Bean Family

*Chamaecrista nicritans (L.) Moench Partridge pea Occasional
*Crotalaria incana L. Fuzzy rattlepod Occasional
*Desmanthus virgatus (L.) Willd. Slender mimosa Occasional
*Leucaena leucocephala (Lam. de Wit  Koa haole Occasional
*Macroptilium atropurpureum (DC) Urb. Common
*Macroptilium lathyroides (L.) Urb. Wild bean Locally abundant
*Medicago polymorpha L. Bur clover Occasional
*Medicago sativa L. Alfalfa Common
*Melilotus indica (L.) all. Occasional
*Mimosa pudica L. Sleeping grass Common
*Pithecellobium dulce (Roxb.) Benth. 'Opiuma Occasional




MALVACEAE - Hibiscus Family

*Malvastrum cormandelianum (L.) Garcke False marrow

*Sida fallax Walp. 'Tlima
*Sida rhombiflora L.
*Sida spinosa L. Prickly sida

NYCTAGINACEAE - Four-o'clock Family
*Boerhavia cocciniaMill.
PORTULACACEAE - Purslane Family

*Portulaca oleracea L., Pigweed
*Portulaca pilosa L. ' Akulikuli

PRIMULACEAE - Primrose Family

*Anagallis arvensis L. Scarlet pimpernel
SOLANACEAE - Tomato Family

*Lycopersicon pimpinellifolium (Jusl.) Mill.
STERCULIACEAE - Cacao Family

*Waltheria indica L. Uhaloa
THYMELAEACEAE - 'Akia Family

Wikstroemia pulcherrima Skottsb.
VERBENACEAE - Verbena Family

*Lantana camara L. Lantana
*Verbena litoralis Kunth Owi

Scientific Name Common Name

Abundance

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

Common

Occasional
Occasional

Locally abundant

Uncommon

Locally abundant

Common

Occasional
Occasional
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I. INTRODUCTION

At the request of Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. (EKNAI), an as-
sessment of historic preservation issues associated with construction of proposed
infrastructure at the Port Allen Airport was conducted by International Archae-
ological Research Institute, Inc. (IARII). The proposed infrastructure is designed
primarily to support helicopter operations at the east end of the existing airport
runway and includes four helicopter hangars, a helicopter apron, two fixed wing
tiedowns, three parking lots, a maintenance shed, and a comfort station (Fig. 1).

Initially, the scope of this assessment was limited to a determination of the
likely presence or absence of unrecorded historic sites within the project’s area of
potential effects, the boundaries of which were then defined by the chain-link fence
that encloses the airport runway. At a public information meeting held in Kaua’i on
August 13, 1997, members of the community raised concerns related to unrecorded
human burials on the airport property outside of the chain-link fence, and to wider
issues of possible effects of the project on traditional cultural practices. As a result,
the scope of the assessment was broadened at an August 27, 1997 meeting among
IARII, EKNAI, and Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA), in
order to include the location and status of human burials on airport property and
cultural concerns expressed by the community. Community concerns include both
the management of unrecorded historic properties on airport property and native
Hawaiian access rights,

This document reports the results of research into the nature and location of
historic sites in the vicinity of the proposed project area, traditional Hawaiian set-
tlement patterns in Hanap&p# shupua’a (land division), land records for the parcel
presently occupied by the Port Allen Airport, and a one-day field trip to Hanapépg
that included interviews with Ms. Wilma Holi and Ms. Emma DeCosta. The is-
sues raised by Ms. Holi and Ms. DeCosta are reported in Chapter III along with
an outline of their historical and statutory context, where appropriate. Several of
the issues that they raised are not directly related to historic properties, but deal
instead with native Hawaiian rights. The issue of native Hawaiian rights is com-
plex, having been visited by the State Supreme Court several times recently, and
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no claim is made here for an exhaustive review of the possibly relevant historical
and statutory materials. -

Location ~

The project is proposed for the Port Allen Airport, which is located on
179.32 acres of the low, flat western headlands of Hanapgpé Bay, Kaua‘i (Fig. 1). .
The airport takes its name from the harbor facilities at the east end of Hanapépsa
Bay. In 1909, Port Allen was named in honor of Samuel Cresson Allen, a Honolulu ‘
merchant (Pukui et al. 1974). Previously, Port Allen was known as ‘Ele‘ele Landing, -
after the nearby village of ‘Ele‘ele.

The airport lands are part of Hanap@pé ahupua‘a in the modern Waimea "
district. In traditional Hawaiian times, the modern districts of Waimea and Koloa
comprised the moku or moku‘aina (district) of Kona, 2 name that refers generally in
Hawai'i to the leeward or south side of an island. Kona moku were found on the .
south sides of O'ahu, Moloka'i, and Hawai‘i islands. Kona moku is opposed con-
ceptually to Koolau moku, which refers generally to the windward or north side of
an island. The ancient moku of Ko’olau, which included the ahupua‘a from Anahola -
to Kilauea on the northeast corner of Kaua‘i, is now divided between the modern s
districts of Hanalei and Kawaihau (King 1935). Besides Kaua'i, there were Ko’olau )
districts on O’ahu (Ko‘olaupoko and Ko‘clauloa), Moloka‘i, and Maui islands. o

The ahupua’a of Hanapépé is located at the midsection of the long southern
coast of Kaua'i. It is dominated by a “magnificent steep-walled valley winding far
into the uplands” (Handy and Handy 1972: 429). Surveys of the valley indicate that
it was extensively developed for kalo (taro, Colocasia esculenta) cultivation in tradi-
tional Hawaiian times, with remnants of house sites and lo‘i (agricultural pond- ™
fields) on the alluvial flats up to seven miles from the sea (Bennett 1931; Handy
and Handy 1972; Pearson 1960). Hanapép@ Valley supported the second largest
population in Kona, after Waimea (Handy and Handy 1972: 429).

The western headlands of Hanap&pa Bay, on which the airport now stands,
were formerly known as Ukula. This is a peninsula of flat land—a feature aug- .
mented by grading for the runways of the Port Allen Airport—that projects about -
1 km from the general line of the south coast. There are three named points on the
headland, which are from east to west, Pa‘akahi, Pd‘olo, and Ku’unaka‘iole (Arm- ,
strong 1973) (Fig. 1). At Pi’olo Point there are views for a considerable distance -
down the coast in either direction; to the west one can see all the way to Kekaha
and to the east, to Po’ipa. The mauka (inland) vista takes in the lower Hanapépa o
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4 . Introduction

valley and the kula (unirrigated plain) lands to either side, now mostly given over
to sugarcane cultivation.

The Ukulj peninsula is formed of lavas of the Koloa volcanic series (Mac-
donald and Abbott 1970). It is joined to the south coast of Kaua’i by a series of

shallow water salt pans on the west and an area of sand and sand dunes on the

east (Foote et al. 1972). The Salt Pans (Pa‘akai o Hanap@pé), are maintained today
by the Hui Hana Pa‘akai o Hanap@&peé as a preserve under the auspices of the State
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division.

A calcareous sand beach along the western side of the peninsula forms the
seaward boundary of the Salt Pans. There are deposits of sand on either side of
Pd‘olo Point that are subject to erosion by large waves. The beach formed at the
middle of the pensinsula was known as Ka‘ili‘ili (Gay 1873), an apparent reference
to the coarse, often pebble-sized sediments laid down at this high wave energy
location.

Today, vegetation on most of the peninsula is maintained by DOTA at a
height of a few inches, except for a few relict stands of kor haole (Lucaena leuco-
cephala) and shrubs along the coast.

Undertaking

The proposed project at Port Allen Airport is designed primarily to provide
infrastructure support for helicopter operations. The proposed improvements are
planned for the east end of the airport, mostly within the chain-link fence that
encloses the runway. The dirt road that runs along the eastern edge of the airport
will be paved for a short distance to a new entrance which will lead 'to automobile
parking, helicopter hangars, and a helicopter apron. Near the present entrance to
the airfield, two fixed wing tiedowns and a short taxiway are planned. Nearby are
public and employee parking, a maintenance shed, and a comfort station (Fig. 1).

Methods

The assessment involved archival and limited field research, and interviews
with two citizens concerned about potential effects of the proposed project.

Documents providing background on the history, environment, and his-
toric resources of Hanapépg, and Ukula in particular, were obtained from the li-
brary and site record files of the State Historic Preservation Division, the State
Archives, and the IARI library. In addition, maps and the historic sites geographic

M
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information system at the State Historic Preservation Division were also consulted.
Discrepancies in the information gained from these various sources are identified
and an attempt is made to resolve these where possible.

A brief field inspection of the airport lands proposed for improvements
was made by the author on the afternoon of October 16, 1997. The coastal lands of
Ukul3, from Pa‘akahi Point to the salt ponds were also inspected; first on foot and
then from a four-wheel drive vehicle with the assistance of Ms. Emma DeCosta and
Ms. Wilma Holi. These inspections were designed to gain familiarity with the land
and did not constitute inventory level survey coverage. Areas of heavy brush were
not investigated at all and only a very brief period was spent walking the areas
where the vegetation is maintained by DOTA.

Approximately two hours were spent in an informal interview with Ms.
Emma DeCosta and Ms. Wilma Holi. The first hour, Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi
gave the author a tour of the peninsula, sharing information that they had gained
from their own personal experiences at Ukul and that had been passed down to
them frorn ancestors and other family members with ties to the land. The second
hour was spent in conversation at Hanapép# town. Here, the discussions ranged
more widely, touching on issues of Hawaiian rights and their relationship to the
proposed Port Allen Airport project.

No attempt was made to collect specific genealogical information concern-
ing the connection of Ms. DeCosta or Ms. Holi to lands at Ukula. It did come out
in conversation, however, that Ms. DeCosta belongs to the Kali family, a member
of which once had title to a parcel of land that is now part of the airport property.
Ms. Holi is related to Ms. DeCosta. Both women speak with authority about the
lands of Ukula.

The interview was not recorded. No claim is made that the representation
of the views of Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi presented in Chapter III is complete.
Rather, information provided by Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi and issues that they
believe should be taken into consideration in assessing the effects of the proposed
project are presented in a context that should be useful to decision-makers.

Land Use History

The lower portion of Hanapé&p# Valley was described by the missionary Hi-
ram Bingham in May, 1824 as “sterile, and ...little cultivated,” a description that
might also apply to Ukula, which lacks a ready source of fresh water. However,
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testimony to the Land Commission 24 years after Bingham's visit to Hanapépsg, re-
viewed below, indicates that at least two pa kanu (walled gardens) were established
at Ukula at that time. Perhaps Bingham was contrasting the dryland gardens of
the lower valley with the irrigated lo‘i of the main valley, for which Hanapépé was
well known. He did note, however, that the lower vailey “has a pleasant grove of -t
cocoanut trees” (Bingham 1847: 217-218), and these might also have grown on the

- -calcareous sands along the mauka edge of the Ukul4 peninsula.

The ahupua’a of Hanap&p& was awarded to Kauikeaouli (Kamehameha III)
during the mahele (land division of 1848}, including most of the land presently occu-
pied by the airport. These lands are now classified as Government (Crown) Land. -
There were at least 80 claims for more than 130 ‘@pana (portion of a kuleana land ‘
division) in Hanapépg, from the shoreline to about 5 km into the valley (Creed
and Hammatt 1995). Most of these claims included lo’i kalo lands along the broad, -
well-watered alluvial plain of the Hanapép2 River. ‘

Two parcels at Ukuld were awarded on October 8, 1851 by Land Commis- "
sion Award No. 6377 to Kaulaloa, the husband of the true claimant, Kekuamanoha.
Land Patent No. 8460 was issued on June 25, 1936, confirming the award. These
lands are described somewhat differently in the Native Testimony (Board of Com-
missioners to Quiet Land Titles 1846-1852: vol. 11, 114-115) and the Foreign Testi-
mony (Board of Commissioners to Quiet Land Titles 1846-1853: vol. 11 supplement,
235). In the Native Testimony they are described as “Section 3,” a house lot, and
“Section 4,” a garden and pasture. In the hand-written Foreign Testimony they are
described as “N° 3,” a p hale (walled house lot) and “N° 4,” a pa kanu and kula.
On the State of Hawaii Tax Map for the Fourth District (TMK:1-8-08), Section 3 is
indicated as ‘dpana 2 and Section 4 as “dpana 1.

The two parcels were either received in 1843 from Kapuniai in Kekau’snohi’s
; time, according to the statement of Kahalewai recorded in the Foreign Testimony, o
i or simply from Kekau’dnohi in 1843, as recorded in the Native Testimony. Kekau‘dnohi -
! (d. 1851) was a Hawai'i Island ali"i {chief), a grand-daughter of Kamehameha and
niece of Kalanimokii. 4

In the Foreign Testimony the two ‘dpana are described as belonging to the
land of “Ukula” (Ukuld), but in the Native Testimony they are assigned to the ‘ili .
(division of an ahupua‘a) of Kaauaekahi, Hanap&peé. It is possible that Ukula was
a portion of Kaauaekahi ‘ili, which comprised lands on the lower reaches of the
Waimea bank of the Hanapapé River, extending about 3/4 km mauka of the bridge
(Creed and Hammatt 1995).

Kaulaloa also claimed a mo‘o (narrow piece of land) {(Lucas 1995), in Kau-
mahalaau ‘ili at Halepua, Waimea that he received from Kapuniai in Kekau'onohi's
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time, and a pa kanu in Makaweli from Kekilanao‘a in 1848, Kekiiana0a was a
kaukau ali‘i (lesser chief) of O’ahu and Maui (Kame’eleihiwa 1992) who married
well; with his wife Kina‘u, Kamehameha’s daughter by Kaheiheimalie, he fathered
both Alexander Liholiho (Kamehameha IV) and Lota Kapuiiwa (Kamehameha V).
He served for a time as governor of Kaua'i.

The boundaries of the 0.25 acre (Wall 1919) pa hale, ‘apana 2, were described
in the Native Testimony. The boundary descriptions are presented below, with
information from the Foreign Testimony included parenthetically where this aug-
ments or appears to differ from the boundary information in the Native Testimony.

Mauka government enclosure {pakanu [pd kanu])
Wahiawa Hanaalawa pasture (kuia)
Makai St-ream‘(Sea beach)

Waimea Kuunaakaiole (Sea beach)

The boundaries of the pa kanu and kula, ‘dpana 1, comprising 2.61 acre (Wall
1919), are described as follows.

Mauka Kapalawai pasture (kulg)
Wahiawa Kanaliianu pasture (kula)
Makai Government enclosure (pakanu [pd kanu])

Waimea Salt beds (Ukula salt marsh)

There is no description in the testimonies of what was grown in the p2 kanu,
although with no ready source of irrigation water these were probably dryland
crops. The boundary testimony does indicata that there were at least two enclo-
sures at Ukuli in the mid-nineteenth century, one owned by the government in
addition to the one claimed by Kaulaloa. It is likely that these p (walls) were stone
walls, although testimony to the Land Commission does not give details on con-
struction materials.

The boundary testimony also indicates that the salt pond was once much
larger than it is today, extending to a point south of the active runway. The full
extent of the salt pond is shown on at least two early maps of Ukula (Fig, 1).
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Kaulaloa’s Ukuld lands devolved to his grandson, Samuel Kamauleule Po-
ki, through his daughter, Kailipau (Hailipau). ‘Apana 2, the pa hale, was conveyed
by Poki to his grandson, Albert Liholiho Kali. Kali conveyed “Ipana 2 to Kiyoshi
Kimata in 1932 and Kimata conveyed half of the parcel to Yoshizo Yamagata in a se-
ries of transactions in 1932 and 1934. The Territory of Hawaii acquired Yamagata’s
land in 1937 and Kimata’s in 1940. .

‘Apana 1, the ﬁd kanu and kula, was conveyed by Poki to his wife Maluahi
and her son Oscar Paalua. They conveyed “Ipana 2 to Yasue Enoki in 1935. The
Territory of Hawaii acquired Enoki’s land in 1937,

The airport lands were transferred to the State of Hawaii by operation of
Section 5(b) of the Admission Act in 1959,

During interviews with Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi, it was related that a
large house once stood on the pi1 hale land of Kaulaloa, According to them, the
house served as a summer home for ali'i and the pond mauka of the pa hale was
used as a fishpond to feed the ali’. The last caretaker of the pond passed away
in the 1950s. This information differs from the testimony to the Land Commission
that Kaulaloa’s land was bounded by “salt beds” or the “Ukula salt marsh,” but
the difference does not necessarily indicate that one or the other is untrue. Aside
from the great coastal loko kuapa, othsr types of Hawaiian fishponds—loko pu’uone,
loko wai, loko i'a kalo—were regularly put into and taken out of production as cir-
cumstances required. Given suitable access to sea water, which could have been
effected by a channel cut through the sand berm that separates the pond from the
ocean, the pond created when airport construction cut through the original salt
pond, or the southern end of the large pond before that time, might have served as
a fishpond.

Another award was made on the Waimea side of the Salt Pans, outside of
airport property. This is LCA No. 3654, Kamae claimant. It is called the houselot of
Kaahewahewa in Kawiliwili.l. This 0.69 acre parcel was received from Manu, who
was konohiki (head man of an ahupua’a under the chief) in the time of Kaikio’ewa
(d. 1839). Kaikio’ewa was a Hawai‘i Island chief and a close associate of Kame-
hameha’s clan who served as kia'Zina (governor) of Kaua’i (Kame‘eleihiwa 1992:
99-100).

The Salt Pans northwest of the airport runway were, in the late 1920s, the
largest of their type on Kaua‘i (Bennett 1931: 24), and would have been a major
resource at Ukuld. The Salt Pans were formerly much larger than they are today,
and once covered an area of approximately 13 hectares (31.5 acres) (Fig. 1).
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Construction of the airport was underway when Bennett surveyed the area
in 1928 or 1929. The airport was expanded around 1940 when the Territory of
Hawaii purchased the last of the remaining privately held lands on the peninsula.
The airport once had two runways; in addition to the currently active runway, a
shorter runway ran southwest from its east end to the shore (Fig. 1). Construc-
tion of the currently active runway cut through the Salt Pans, leaving a small
remnant south of the runway and the current Salt Pans preserve north of the run-
way. A parking lot was built between the runway and the Salt Pans, and “the road
across the salt pans was built by the County of Kauai sometime in the mid 1960s”
(Miyamoto 1990).

Today, most of the activity at Ukuli is centered at the Salt Pans where salt
is manufactured in the traditional Hawaiian way, at the sea beach fronting the
ponds where recreational watercraft are launched, and at the east end of the run-
way where tour helicopters operate.
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II. HISTORIC SITES

Investigations over the years have generally documented the deterioration
of historic sites at Ukula; only the Salt Pans, used today much as they were in tradi-
tional Hawaiian times, are well preserved. Descriptions from the early decades of
this century indicate that there were numerous walls and other structures near the
Salt Pans, on the flat lands, and along the coast. Some of these, especially a heiau
(temple) dedicated to Kane and Kanaloa (Thrum 1906), were substantial structures.
Some deterioration was evident in the late 1920s, but the number and density of re-
mains were evidence for intensive use of the lands. By the early 1970s, when the
State completed an inventory of its historic sites, the deterioration had advanced
considerably and it was not possible to identify with confidence the locations of
what were once large, imposing, stone structures. Today, it is probably not possi-
ble to identify most, if not all, of the stone structures that once were here.

Hanap@pé Salt Pans-—50-30-09-49

Wendell Bennett, a graduate student at the University of Chicago working
out of Bishop Museum, briefly described the Salt Pans during a survey of tradi-
tional Hawaiian historic sites on Kaua'i in 1928 and 1929 (Fig. 2). His description
supports the inference that they were not in use at the time he visited them, which
would have been the case if he were there in the winter months.

[The site] is notable among the salt pans of Kauai in having no artifical divi-
sions. It is merely a natural flat area on which the sea water could be let in to
evaporate (Bennett 1931: 112).

OFf the salt pans remaining to-day the largest is at Puolo point (Site 49). It is
a large, shallow basin with neither internal divisions, nor any pans marked
off around the edge. Whether the whole basin was used for evaporating salt
in large quantities, or whether different areas were used cannot be accurately
determined (Bennett 1931: 24-25).
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Hanapépé Salt Pans—50-30-09-49 13

The operation of the Salt Pans was described in detail by Francis Ching,
who headed the Statewide Inventory of Historic Places on Kaua‘i. Internal di-
visions of the pans, absent when Bennett visited the area in the late 1920s, were
present in the early 1970s.

This is a natural flat area measuring 243.8 meters long by 213.4 meters
wide. The plots on the west side of the flat are lined with a clay-like earth
each measuring about 1.82 to 2.44 square meters and are approximately 25
centimeters deep. These pans are filled with salt water by wells and left to
evaporate. The material remaining after months of care, is crystalized salt and
is mixed with alae, a reddish dirt.

The original site has been altered. A road was built through the east side.
A parking lot is now located to the south of the pond. However, the recent ad-
ditions have only changed the appearance of the site, and have not hindered
the continuance of salt manufacturing. Today these pans are still in use. The
pans appear to be in good condition at this time. An organization, Hui Hana
Pa’akai, was formed to preserve this ancient art of salt-making. Many mem-
bers have been working these beds since they were children, continuing the
art of their parents and their grandparents before them.

There has been little change in the traditional methods used in Hawaiian
prehistory. Tin or plastic containers, instead of calabashes, are used today to
fill the plots and also to bail out the excess water. This is the only known
divergence from the ancient methods. Even some of the ancient kapus are
now being observed. These are:

1. No hukihuki (arguing or fighting).

2. The salt bed must be kept free of impurities. No smoking, no drinking
signs are posted at the entrance.

3. Menstruating women may not enter the salt bed area.

4. Feather leis may not be worn in the area.

5. Some of the first salt made each year must be offered to Pele. Legendary
tradition says that the salt beds were dug by Pele.

Salt manufacturing is seasonal and is carried out in the summer months.
During inspection, the beds were flooded with rain water, which drains from

~ the road and the canefields inland.

These salt pans are the only know representation of this type of salt mak-
ing. This is the largest remaining salt manufacturing area in Hawaii (Ching
1974a).

The Salt Pans were placed on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places in 1974.
They were removed in 1980 because of a procedural error in their registration, then
replaced on the register in September, 1988. They are considered significant be-
cause they are the only remaining salt pans of their kind. This significance evalua-
tion corresponds to the Federal criterion described in 36 CFR 60(c), which applies to
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sites “that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type.” The Hui Hana Pa‘akai
o Hana»&pé continues to maintain the salt ponds today.

House Sites—50-30-09-50

. Bennett briefly recorded many stone structures that he described as “house

sites” and “walls.” These structures were located in the vicinity of the Salt Pans,
but his published report describes their locations in rather vague terms. The large
scale site map in Bennett (1931) shows the site immediately east of the Salt Pans
and mauka of the other two sites Bennett recorded at Ukula. The signs of recent
construction might refer either to maintenance of pre-existing structures or to new
walls.

The remains of many house sites appear on the great flat lands near the salt
pan (Site 49). Most of the house sites are surrounded by walls 2 to 3 feet high,
many of which have been built up recently. Walls run everywhere. East ofhere
the field has been cleared for an airport. Along the shore the tumbled remains
of wind shelters used by fishermen can be seen (Bennett 1931: 112).

By the early 1970s, when the site was surveyed for the Statewide Inventory
of Historic Places, many of the structures seen by Bennett had been destroyed.
Nevertheless, two concentrations of remains were indicated in a general fashion
and not to scale on the site map; one concentration was on the sandy soils directly
east of the Salt Pans in an area that is now mostly part of the Salt Pans Preserve
administered by DLNR, and the other was at, and to the east of, Pi‘olo Point along
the shoreline (Fig. 2). No remains are noted at Ku‘unaka'iole Point. -

It is suspected that many house sites have been destroyed completely by var-
ious land clearing operations; i.e., sugar cane, park, parking and airport. The
air strip, Burns Field, covers a large portion of this area. It is still used today
by small aircraft.

Most of the stone alignments noted by Bennett, along the shore, are now at
ground level. It appears that many stones have been removed by islanders
who use this type of stone (pahoehoe) to place in their fireplaces and other
walls. The majority of these sites are covered by heavy Koa Haole, ground
cover and assorted grasses. For the most part, the entire area is flat. ...

Despite the deteriorated condition of these home sites, the area should be re-
searched and excavated, as it is believed that more information can be ob-
tained. These sites are even more significant because of their proximity of [sic]
the salt pond (Site49) (Ching 1974b).
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House Sites—50-30-09-50

On the basis of Ching’s recommendation, the house sites were placed on
the Hawaii Register of Historic Places in December 1974 in the reserve category
with local significance. The site was taken off of the Register in 1980 due to a
procedural error, but was replaced in 1988, pursuant to Senate Bill No. 3277, which
was passed by the Legislature that year. The site location is now commonly shown
as a point, rather than the two areas originally indicated by Ching (Fig. 2), although
the locations vary according to the source.

The site was visited and briefly described by the Kaua‘i Island archaeolo-
gist for the State Historic Preservation Division, Nancy McMahon, in September
1088. She notes that a heavy growth of vegetation west of the airport, which would
include the area around Ku‘unaka‘iole Point, made it difficult to determine the
presence or absence of house sites there.

...on the State Land (flat lands), many walls and tumbled wall remains can
still be seen. On the USCG [United States Coast Guard] property [at the Puolo
Point Light Station] remains of shelters are visible, Overgrowth on the land
west of the airport makes it impossible to see if other house sites are present;
abandoned cars and a resident occupy the area today (McMahon 1988).

The “resident” mentioned by McMahon was joined over the years by sev-
eral other transients, who built make-shift homes beneath the dense vegetation
makai (ocean) of the runway. This was perceived fairly generally as a problem and
a few years ago DOTA cleared most of the area of vegetation and removed a large
amount of trash. The vegetation is maintained at a height of a few inches over
most of the area makai of the runway, so that structures resembling those described
by Bennett would be easily identified. None, however, can be seen today. If the
remains of structures are present in this area, then all that is left are foundation
stones, possibly buried in the soil, which as Ching noted is quite deep in places
and might contain evidence of past land uscs.

It should also be noted that Bennett did not publish the reasons behind
his interpretation of the structures as “house sites.” As noted above, only one pa
hale was claimed at Ukula during the miahele. There were at that time at least two
garden enclosures, and it is possible that Bennett saw the remains of these and
perhaps other gardens that were not claimed directly in the mahele. The persistence
of numerous garden enclosures at Ukula might account for Bennett’s statement
that “[w]alls run everywhere.”

Site 50-30-09-50 is listed on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places, where its
significance is clearly indicated as having to do with additional research and exca-
vation, especially given the site’s association with the Salt Pans. The significance
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statement on the register form (Ching 1974b) specifically points out “the deterio-
rated condition” of the site. This significance evaluation corresponds to the Federal
criterion described in 36 CFR 60(d), which applies to sites “that have vielded, or
may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.”

Kauakahiunu Heiau—50-30-09-51

Thrum recorded that Kauakahiunu Heiau was dedicated to Kane and Ka-
naloa (Thrum 1906).

When Bennett measured the site in the late 1920s it was already in ruins, its
walls “now but slightly marked by crumbled stones” (Bennett 1931: 112). Francis
Gay, a businessman who cofounded Gay and Robinson, a company with sugar and
ranching interests on Kaua'i, visited the site between 1863, when he arrived in the
islands from New Zealand and 1873, when he produced a manuscript of Kaua'i
place names now held at Bishop Museum (Gay 1873). He described Kauakahiunu
as a “small heiau or unu, close to Kailiili,” the sand beach in the middle of Ukula,

or Pi‘olo, Point.

Bennett was able to measure the extent of the heiau, which was “at the out-
side about 80 by 60 feet. The walls were said to have beer about 4 feet high.”
(Bennett 1931: 112). The shape of the heiau or unu is apparently not recorded; Va-
leri has reviewed the available information on unu and concludes tentatively that
the term refers to the horseshoe-shaped plan of certain temples, of sacrifical areas
within temples, or even to temples in which the sacrificial area is horseshoe-shaped

(Valeri 1985: 177).

Bennett appears to have written the last description based on direct obser-
vations of the heiau foundation. Ching and his crew on the Statewide Inventory
of Historic Places were not able to identify any remains of the heiau and McMa-
hon only found that “many large boulders are scattered throught the area west of
the lighthouse marker. Many of these stones make some alignments” (McMahon

1988).

There is some confusion about the location of the heian. Bennett's map
does not indicate locations precisely and it is possible to interpret the location
of Kauakahiunu as anywhere from Ku‘unaka‘iole Point to Pa‘olo Point (Bennett
1931: 98). Records at the State Historic Preservation Division place Kauakahiunu
at Pi‘olo Point (Coastal Zone Management 1979), but these records are based on
the Statewide Inventory of Historic Places, which did not relocate the site (Fig. 2).
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Kauakahiunu heiau is not registered on either the National or Hawaii Reg-
isters of Historic Places.

House Site or Fishing Shrine—50-30-09-52

This substantial site was recorded only by Bennett; it has not been definitely
relocated since. He provides a perspective plan for it as one of four “specialized
house sites” (Bennett 1931: 15). This plan is reproduced here as Figure 3. Elsewhere,
Bennett refers to the site as a “house platform” (Bennett 1931: Fig. 29) and he does
not develop the information that supports its possible interpretation as a fishing
shrine. - :

o 1o 20 fesls

Figure3. Perspective plan of site 50-30-09-52 from Figure 1 of Bennett (1931). The
Plan is augmented here with information about the orientation of the
structure to the sea (see Bennett 1931: Fig, 29),

The front part of this structure rests on the beach stones above which it has
been built up 5 to 8 feet. In rough weather the sea spray must have washed
over it. ...It is composed of three sections with steps leading up to one. The
paving on two sections is with very small beach pebbles. The other section is
more torn down, and is paved with larger stones. A wall one foot high runs
around the south side and across the front (sea side) (Bennett 1931: 112).
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Bennett locates the site as “just east of site 51 [Kauakahiuny heiau] at the
shore” (Bennett 1931: 112), but this is little help in fixing the site’s position because

Intermittent stone alignments were found at Puolo Point in the ahupua‘a of
Hanapepe. These remains are believed to be the house site or fishing shrine
elaborated upon by Bennett in his Archaeology of Kaua‘i. A small unmanned
lighthouse apparently occupies the place which is thought to have been the
area where the structure formerly stood. Not enough of this site remains to
enable us to determine its exact location. ... No surface artifacts are found and
only recent shell midden can be seen on the surface (Ching 1974¢).

Site records at the State Historic Preservation Division, based on the State-
wide Inventory of Historic Places, place the site east of Pd’olo Point on a south-
southeast facing coast (Fig. 2). This placement appears to contradict information
provided by Bennett, which indicates that the west end of the site, not the south
end, was the sea side (Bennett 1931: 113). A location near Ku'unaka‘iole Point on
the southwest facing coast fits better with the description of the site’s orientation
provided by Bennett. If this speculation is correct, then the site is located eijther
at, or very close by, the p2 hale of Kaulaloa. This might not be coincidental. It
makes sense that the most substantial structural remains at Ukula in the late 1920s
would be located at the only pa hule awarded during the mahele, Bennett's maps of
the site show that it was bounded on two sides by the sea shore, a circumstance
that corresponds to the Land Commission testimony that the pa hale ‘@pana claimed
by Kaulaloa was bounded on the Waimea and makai sides by a sea beach. The
structure recorded by Bennett as Site 52 might have been the foundation of a house
in the pa hale awarded to Kaulaloa.

Site 50-30-09-52 is not listed on the National or Hawaii Registers of Historic
Places.

Human Burials

There are several reports of human burials and grave markers in the vicinity
of the Port Allen Airport. These are generally in the sandy areas preferred as burial
grounds in traditional Hawaiian times. Bennett noted that burials are found “[ijn
the sand on the northwest side of Hanapepe bay” (Bennett 1931 112), opposite
the Catholic and Veterans’ Cemeteries. There are also reports from time-to-time of

[
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bones eroding out of the sand in the vicinity of the Salt Pans (Holly McEldowney,
personal communication, October 1997). Given the large population of Hanapgpsa
in traditional Hawaiian times it is not at all surprising that burials are found in the
sands here. It is certainly possible that many more human burials are located in the
sandy soils mauka of the airport property.

In 1988, “west of the lighthouse ... [a]n historic grave marker was... found
amidst the stones” (McMahon 1988). A 35 mm color slide included in McMahon's
report shows a simple cross of unfinished wood lath. No scale appears in the pho-
tograph, but the cross appears to be less than a meter tall. Its apparently rudimen-
tary construction makes it unlikely that the cross would have stood for any length
of time.

Ms, DeCosta and Ms. Holi reported that there are an undetermined number
of human burials in the vicinity of the pa hale awarded to Kaulaloa. Exact burial
locations are not known to them. This is a sandy area (Fig. 1) that would have been
well-suited for use as a burial area in traditional Hawaiian times.

Leina-a-ka-‘uhane

At Pa‘olo Point, Ms. Holi related that this was a place where spirits leapt to
p0, the netherworld.

The Hawaiian teaching ... is that death to the body (kino) does not entail death
to the spirit (uhane) but follows separation between the two. The experiences
of the soul after it leaves the body at death, according to the teachings of the
kahunas, follow a traditional pattern based on very early traditional ideas.....
There is a place of the dead, reached at some leaping place, with which is
connected a branching tree as roadway of the soul (Beckwith 1970: 154).

Such places, often named Leinaaka‘uhane (Pukui et al. 1974), are found on
all of the islands, and Beckwith lists Hanapépé, Kaua’i as one of these, without
specifying an exact location. In a general sense, the leaping places are “at a cleft on
some high bluff overlooking the sea or in the edge of a valley wall” (Beckwith 1970:
155). The former could readily describe several places along the eastern coastline
of Ukula.

Inspection of Lands Proposed for Improvements

Lands proposed for improvements are located at the east end of the active
runway, mostly within the chain-link fence that encloses the runway and taxiway.
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A section of paved road is proposed to replace a section of the eroded dirt road
between the chain-link fence and Hanapépé Bay.

Field inspection showed these lands to be completely cleared and graded
flat. There are no traditional Hawatian surface structures of any kind, nor were any
indications of their former presence seen.

Determination of Effect

Cur):ently, project planners do not anticipate any Federal involvement in the
proposed Port Allen Airport project that might trigger the application of Federal

historic preservation laws. The analysis below, however, proceeds as if the Federal -

laws apply. This tactic has the advantage of being able to refer to regulations that
have been promulgated. The State regulations, which are modeled very closely
on the Federal regulations, are in draft form and it is not possible to predict with
confidence what their final form might be. It is likely, however, that an analysis
based on the National Historic Preservation Act and its regulations, will apply very
directly to a situation in which the State historic preservation law is applicable.
Also, the Federal law relating to burials, the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act, is not applicable because the Port Allen Airport is located
on State lands. In this case, the State’s burial law, H.R.S. GE-43 ot seq., does apply
and would specify the process by which treatment of human remains more than 50
years old is determined.

There are two significant historic sites at Ukuld listed on the Hawaii Regis-
ter of Historic Places: Hanapé&pé Salt Pans (50-30-09-49) and House Sites (50-30-09-
50). Both of these sites are potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places, as well, although it is not known if the House Sites retain sufficient
integrity for listing. The Salt Pans, which are located outside of the airport prop-
erty, are certainly eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Additional research is neaded to establish the location of, and traditions
associated with, a leaping place for spirits. Such a place might very well qualify
for listing on the National and Hawaii Registers of Historic Places as a traditional
cultural property. If so, then it would be necessary to take into consideration the
effects of the proposed project on this traditional cultural property.

Unrecorded human burials are likely present in the sandy soils north of
the airport property and in the sandy, coastal areas at the west end of the airport,
A cross that appears to have marked a modern grave was recorded near Pa‘olo
Point in 1988. All of the burial sites greater than 50 years old are protected by the

l'".\
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State burials law, H.R.S. 6E-43. The federal law regarding burial sites, the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, commonly known as NAGPRA,
is not applicable because the lands at Ukula are not federally owned, nor are they
administered for the benefit of Native Hawaiians pursuant to the Hawaiian Home
Commissions Act, 1920, and section 4 of Public Law 86-3. Cemeteries or graves are
not ordinarily considered eligible for the National Register (36 CFR 60.4(d)).

Kauakahiunu heiau (50-30-09-51) and the House Site or Fishing Shrine (50-
30-09-52) were probably the most substantial traditional Hawaiian structures built
at Ukula. Both sites, however, lack integrity. Kauakahiunu heiau was in ruins in
the late 1920s, and the house site, recorded in detail by Bennett, has not been confi-
dently relocated since then because its once substantial platforms and walls are no
longer standing. These two sites have been evaluated as not eligible for listing on

the Hawaii Register of Historic Places. Because these Sites are “not significant” it is
not necessary to evaluate the effects the proposed project might have on them.

There are no known historic sites at the location of the proposed improve-
ments to Port Allen Airport. This area has been graded and it is unlikely that
significant subsurface historic sites will be found. The project is also located away
from the sandy northern portion of the Ukula peninstla, where it is likely that un-
recorded burials will be found. Therefore, the proposed project will have no direct
effect on significant historic sites.

The criteria of effect also include what are commonly known as “indirect”
effects, those that occur later than or at a distance from the location of the under-
taking. It is, thus, necessary to evaluate possible indirect effects of the proposed
project on the two known significant historic sites at Ukuls, the Salt Pans (50-30-
09-49) and the House Sites (50-30-09-50), despite the fact that the Salt Pans are not
located on airport lands. If further investigation verifies the location of the leaping
place of the spirits near the airport, and information indicates that this is a tradi-
tional cultural property eligible for listing on the National or Hawaii Registers of
Historic Places, then the effects of the proposed project on this site would need to
be taken into account as well.

It is important to note that indirect effects must alter the qualities of the
historic site that make it significant (36 CFR 800.9). These qualities might include
the integrity of the site’s location, design, settiny, materials, workmanship, feeling,
or association. In the case of the Salt Pans, significance is based on design and
materials and the site’s association with an on-going salt making tradition. The
proposed project will alter neither the design nor the materials of the Salt Pans.
Nor will it affect the ability of Hui Hana Pa‘akai o Hanap&pé to perpetuate the salt
making tradition. In the case of the House Sites, the proposed project will not alter
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the research potential of this site because the same opportunities for investigation
and excavation that are present today will also be present if the proposed project
is successfully completed. The association of this site with the Salt Pans is based
on their proximity to one another. The proposed project will not alter this spatial
relationship in any way.

Management Considerations

There are presently at least two historic preservation management consid-
erations at the Port Allen Airport. The first has to do with the status and protection
of the House Sites (50-30-09-50). This site is significant for its inforrnation potential,
but there is considerable uncertainty over its location and the current condition of
the structures described by Bennett almost 70 years ago. It seems likely that at least
a portion of this site is in the maintained area makai of the airport runway, and the
important question from an historic preservation point of view is whether or not
maintenance practices have an effect on the site’s research potential. Clearly, it is
not possible to answer this question with the little information at hand and addi-
tional investigation would be needed to fix the boundaries and assess the status of
this listed site.

The second management issue has to do with preservation of unmarked
burials in the sandy coastal lands. According to Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi, the
sandy area at Ku‘unaka‘iole Point was a burial location associated with the lands
awarded to Kaulaloa. The field inspection of this area revealed substantial erosion
of sand along the coast. Some of this erosion appears to be due to natural causes,
primarily the action of large waves. Much of it, however, is due to inappropriate
use of the area for sand mining and four-wheel drive motoring. At least two pits
in the sand, one several meters in diameter, are the result of recent sand mining
activities. During our inspection of the area we observed and spoke to an elderly
couple loading sand into the back of a pickup truck. Sand mining has the very real
potential to expose and disturb human burial remains and it would be wise for
DOTA to take the necessary steps to ensure that this practice stops on airport lands.
Four-wheel drive motoring is not as severe a threat to unmarked human burials as
sand mining, but it does hasten the ccllapse of eroding sand faces. There is no
practical reason to continue four-wheel drive vehicle access to the sandy shore—
traffic could easily be routed behind the beach, away from the sandy sediments.
These two steps—actively prohibiting sand mining and rerouting motorized vehi-
cles away from the sandy coast—would substantially reduce the probability that
human burial remains will be disturbed on airport lands.

-l
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a III. NATIVE HAWAIIAN RIGHTS

. Discussions with Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi ranged over a variety of issues

‘ that are not properly historic preservation concerns because they do not deal with
the management of historic sites. Instead, they have to do with Native Hawaiian

o rights and effects that the proposed project might have on continued exercise of

e those rights. These issues are presented below, along with some background mate-
rial.

o Both Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi are strongly opposed to the proposed pro-

ject. Their ties to the land at Ukula extend back many generations. They fished the

coast here when they were young and both of them have heard, remembered, and
- retold many stories about these lands. Both of them express sentiments that are to-
day referred to as aloha ‘aina, but which have for many generations been associated
with native Hawaiians.

h The German theory of Geopolitik emphasizes the concept of a mystical or spir-
- itual identification of the population of a nation with the homeland—not just
o the “Vaterland” ideal, but the actual physical land on which they live and from
fmet which they draw their sustenance. In these days of transience and displace-
ment, this reality may have become blurred. But the concept has very real
- relevance to the relationship which existed from very early times between the
- Hawaiian people, be they chiefs of commeoners, and their homeland—perhaps
peculiarly so between the commoner (maka‘tinana) who was a planter and his
P land (‘aina).
' w This is abundantly exemplified in traditional mele (songs), in pule (prayer chants),
and in genealogical records which associate ancestors, primordial and more
recent, with their individual homelands, celebrating always the outstanding

qualities and features of those lands. But it is equally exemplified by the
~ strong attachments, evident even among the dislocations of today, which the
) kama'aina (“child of the [specific] land,” or native) has for his place of origin,
o be it the lush, wild canyon-valley of Hanapepe on Kauai, the broad mountain
slopes and plain below Haleakala on Maui, the shores of Punalu‘u on Oahu,
or the lava-strewn areas and forbidding coast of Ka‘u on “the Big Island,”

. Hawaii. ...
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The reasons and special features differed from ‘aina to ‘aina and island to is-
land, but the identification was everywhere an essential reality (Handy and
Handy 1972; 42-43).

Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi have chosen to continue to honor the land with
vigilance. Both are associated with Hui Hana Pa‘akai 0 Hanapape, which works
to preserve the tradition of salt-making at the Salt Pans. Both are up-to-date on
goings-on at Ukuli and they frequently queried each other on the circumstances of

small changes at the peninsula,

Ms. DeCosta and Ms. Holi expressed concern over continued access to the
shoreline at Ukula should the Port Allen Airport expand. Their worry is that the
proposed project represents the first of many small projects that will, eventually,
transform the airport to a busy facility where access will be restricted for safety
reasons. They cite the airport at Ahukini as an example of the effect that an airport
can have on access to and use of the coast. They desire continued access to the coast
so that they might exercise traditional fishing rights at Ukula and continue to visit
the lands awarded to Kaulaloa which they believe to be a family burial ground.

The State Supreme Court has visited the question of native Hawaiian rights
several times in the last decade, most recently in the case of Public Access Shoreline
Hawaii, commonly known as the PASH case. These court cases together define
what is meant by Article XII of the State Constitution when it says:

The State reaffirms and shall protect all rights, customarily and traditionally
exercised for subsistence, cultural and religious purposes and possessed by
ahupua’a tenants who are descendants of native Hawaiians who inhabited
the Hawaiian Islands prior to 1778, subject to the right of the State to regulate
such rights.

Against various challenges to these rights, the court generally has held that
they survive intact. This is true even when native Hawaiians claiming access to an
area within an ahupua‘a no longer live in that ahupua‘a. In his decision in the PASH
case, Justice Klein wrote that

the right of each ahupua‘a tenant to exercise traditional and customary prac-
tices remains intact, notwithstanding arguable abandonment of a particular
site ... (IVb5c).

This follows the court’s decision in Pele Defense Fund v. Paty that “native Hawai-
ian rights protected by [the State Constitution] may extend beyond the ahupua’a
in which a native Hawaiian resides.”
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IV. CONCLUSIONS

There are no known historic sites at the location of the proposed Port Allen
Airport project, which is planned for an area at the eastern end of the airport,
mostly within the chain-link fence that encloses the runway. This area was cleared
and graded in the late 1920s and it is very unlikely that significant historic sites will
be found beneath the ground surface.

There are two significant historic sites in the vicinity of the proposed pro-
ject; Hanapép@ Salt Pans (50-30-09-49) and House Sites (50-30-09-50). These two
sites are listed on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places. An analysis of the reg-
istration forms for these sites indicates that the Salt Pans are significant for their
design and materials and the association with an on-going salt making tradition.
The House Sites are significant for the information on history and prehistory that
they contain, and because they are spatially associated with the Salt Pans.

Wilma Holi identified the Ukuld peninsula as one of the places where Ha-
waiian spirits leap to the netherworld of pd. Such places are found on all of the
islands, one of which was known to have been in Hanap&p2 ahupua’a. Ms. Holi’s
identification appears to specify the location fairly precisely. This matter deserves
more investigation because a place where spirits leapt to the netherworld is poten-
tially eligible for listing on the National and Hawaii Registers of Historic Places as
a traditional cultural property.

Two other known historic sites, Kauakahiunu Heiau (50-30-09-51) and the
House Site or Fishing Shrine (50-30-09-52) have been evaluated as not eligible for
listing on the Hawaii Register of Historic Places. Both sites have been destroyed
and their locations appear to be lost. '

Given the current status of information on historic sites at Ukula, the pro-
posed Port Allen Airport project will have “no effect” on historic sites. This de-
termination might be changed if the place where spirits leapt to the netherworld
is located near the airport. Further investigation of this possible site might con-
ceivably indicate adverse effects of the project on the qualities that make the site
significant.
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A preliminary analysis of concerns expressed by Wilma Holi and Emma
DeCosta over their ability to exercise traditional Hawaiian rights at Ukula if activ-
ities at the Port Allen airport should increase indicates that these concerns have a
legitimate basis, but that they anticipate conditions that will not be created by the
proposed project. The State Constitution protects traditional Hawaiian rights sub-
ject to the State’s right to regulate them in the public interest. Thus, it is conceivable
that an increase of activities at the Port Allen Airport might lead to a situation in
which the State chooses to regulate access to the Ukula peninsula in the interest of
public safety. The proposed project provides facilities to support the current level
of activity at the airport. Furthermore, the State is prepared to guarantee continued
access to the peninsula, so that traditional Hawaiian rights are protected.
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{ behall of the beaches. And | wart to see those 1] Orﬂpeedbe.meymnbe moved 1o a lemporary
e peaches left for us. Right now these are lots of 2l locaton. They don't need 1o be based at that
m outsidars. | probably sound a Iite cruel, but we k)| locaton, We can do the sarme Kkind of work out there,
14 need o have something for ourselves. 14) and we have in the past. And #just doesn't need 10 e
1S There are nd swimming beaches beyond the [} happen at the Bums Field airpon tor any particular
16 wes! side 1o the east side. Poipu is the next 161 reason,
Y| swimming horna 1or us. And that's too far for LS © m JULIET MU; Another minuta,
1% travel, o take our children thare or our moopuUnas of 18 CASEY RIEMER: That's about all  have 1o
19 our great grandehiidren. So that's another concam ] say. Thank you. —
ne that | have. 1101 JULIET AlU: Thank you. Okay, our next
ol Tha other concam is the fishing ability of [} spesaker is Bob McCalg.
12) 1tha local fishamen. | ohan wonder if there’s any {12) BOB McCAIG: Thank you. My name is Bob
113) development of additional shads for helicopier. wil tb)} McCaig. I'm retred. 1 maved to the Poipu area in .-
[14] mTlo&oﬁthathkesmallm\mym [ 1581, I'm speakhginoppcsiﬁonwmd:ange at
na Kapahlli, Kapakuhi all the way down 1 Pu'clo, o the {15 Bums Field. My opposition is basically twolold, ,
1a end of Pu'olo where the lighthousa is. (o) One, ! think it would be a waste of funds,
mn JUUET AlU: Another minue, please. | bacausa of the fadilites that we have at Lihue, which
e OLGA HOL! Yes. (18 i, | consider very good and adequate, and space —
115} JUUET AlL: 111 letyou go ancther 1s) avalabla, with good owex, erash tadlies, tusl, et
f20) minte. =0 cetera. )
=5} OLGA HOLI: Okay. These are my CONCEMS, (21} Two & that, because living on the south
=2 What wil happen 1o thesa places. We need these 122 shore, | teal that if this expansion is allowed, there
=) places. We are fishing pecple, and we frequent these jrea)} would be many, many helicopters basad at Bums becausa
4) shores. 124} | would be cheaper. Not necessarily betlsr o safer,
=] Thankvoufora!lmﬁngmemsaymatlwam B but chaaper. So that as they operale out of Bums, we '
Page 20 ~— Fage 23
U 1o say. Mahaloioko a hui ha. U] on the sourth shone would have considarably mexe -—
12 JULIET AU The naxt person we have, I'm 121 u'alﬁc.airn'aiﬁcu:beconcemedmm.mank
)] s.:rayoucanhearme,is(:asey-howdoyoupmunca o)) you.
131 your last name? 1] JUUET Al Thank you. Okay, we have 34
5 CASEY RIEMES: Riemer. 1] spazkers tonight, 50 the next one up is Karen
16) JULET AlU; Come right up. 5] McGranahan. Ao
m CASEY RIEMER: Good evening, my name is m MR, McGRANAHAN: Good evening. We can only
] Casey Riarmer. 1 represent myse!l and also Jack Harter 18] speak as people who come over every year. We're
(] Helicopters. U'm here onight 10 voice our opinion 19 tourists,
[vot for our own company and for my own personal opinion nol MRS, MCGRANAHAN: And we've been here many
nM about the proposad developmert down here In Bums i} years, This is our fourteanth tip, We're probably o
112 Field, 12) one of the first people back atier Iniki went through
i) For many years we maintained a lease and {13 in September, We came back because we wanted to put
e paid our lease fees, paid our 1axes, and had a hangar [14) the money again back in the island even though we were
s} down there on the fadility owned by the Suate, nolon (%5} 1id to stay away from Kaual, But we felt we wanted —
] mai:ponamahsall,bulammeroad. Alter {16] mpmwmneyheremmermamakememoneysome
17 the humicane, due 1 an unfortunale sel of na other place, We really like your sland, .
1a) gircurnstances, thal fadilty was bulldczed. I8} And we really are concemed about the
119) We decided not 1o contest thal and gave up 8] impacts, and we come back every year because we do
e owlease.bemwewewereloldatmeﬁme.andalso [20) lmeﬂmqualhyofmelﬂehereandallnlm -
el ] in the years previous from Mr, Miyamato, that there 1) 1 was just saying that we've been here many
= was going tobe 2 moratorium on developrment down there 1221 $mes. This i our fourteenth trip 1o the islard. P
= at the aiport, and there would ba no future =) Obviously we like it We like the quality of lile,
4] development of that fadility for commercial (24} and | think everybody does. And we have come back
125) helicopters or fixed wing usa. 125 here numerous imes, and we have taken helicopler s
Page 21 Page 24
m And that was the reason we desided not 10 1) 1oUrs, '
i contest the destruction of the facility we had down I2) And | think one of the things thal wa are
jeJ] ﬂ\ere.anddidn'tevann'ngalaleaseinme n) tryingtodoissuikaaba!ancehare.Andlsmre .-,
L] future. Wa had maintained thal faciity for, oh, I4 everybody's concems, but all | can say is the many
I5] quhesameyea:s,tromm early eighties after Jazk i8] smes thal we have flown outof Bums Field, | have .
18 got it rom M, Latelle, 18 ot been on board when they have gone over the land.
m n'swpasiﬁonmli{misgoingto m andwgowtovarhewatar.meywand
18 be future devalopment at Burns Feld airport, it has 18 mirimize tha impact of the noise and everything, And v
) mbadonehawayhatisaquhab!eandiair. And 19} lminkd'\eywandbaverysendﬁvawmpaople
1o as we've dealt with the Lihue Airport over many years, 1a who have to live there. e
n in about the last eight years there's been soma 1] We've been to Salt Pond. There is some
12 liigation over the allocaton of te fadiliies theme 112 noisa when they do go over the water, but it's not
{3 in Lihue, We really would like to see a set of rules 13} something that | felt was really very detrimental. A
4} established and aiso maintained for the allocation of 114 But we come over here 10 share our dollars L
119) anymuwdownmereﬁhiaameybm ns} with this island. Icomeovarheremtakealotol *
e avallable. 1e beattitul pichures.
iy] h's our personal opinion and my personal 1n Most of the ksland, you cannot enjoy Its
118 opinion and our company’s opinion that there is not 118} beauty unless you hike and backpack, and | think you
119 really a need for helicopter facilities at this 119) have 1o look at that Hlwere 1o go tromping .t
1201 &irport There are plenty of spaces up at the thue 120] through your beautiful lands bagk there, I'm afraid |
T3] Airport, or If there's a place for more operators 1o {29) would disturb a lot of your vegeiation. That's a
127 operate from the Lihue Airport. 122) concem of mine, too, Disturbing the wildlite, And, W
= All of the search and rescue operations have [1-<}] unfortunately, I've seen people leave debris behind
24 bean padormed in the past, pricr 19 the cument 124} when they do leave, and | donl like that efther, b
25} operator that does those things, from the Lihue area. 1251 So we're just Tying 1o present our
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Page 13 Page 16
m migraton will oecur. Y] 1 would like to read a brief lefter that my
1) Also al this same meeting it was said that ] exsasiva director, Shery Hoa, wiols to Mr, JuY
= the relocated operators would erect thair own )] Matsuda when he asked her fealings during 1he
0] facility. This leads me to baliave that thara will ba 14 envimnmental assessment preconsultation,
18 a tremandous increase in operations, & possibility ) Al the tme _Mrs. Hoawmolathatasa
18 that is not adequatsly addressed in the dralt EAL 16} represertative for the Kauai Humane Sodety, AYT bnly
m ‘The forecast as stated on page 24 is nota m concom has bean and continues to be helisopte™
" trus reflection of the increasa due o the ] flying low and directly overhead of the animal shelter
™ improvaments. The analogy here Is that what the (U] on Loko Kal Aoad. The noise stresses the dogs. and
110) boating industry Is 1o the north shore, the helicopter o oftentimes it takes thirty minutes or more ta call?
1 oparations will be 1o the Bums Fleld and sumounding ") tham down.
1) communities. [z Only a few halicopter companies continue to
1591 To the stalement, no impact on scenic vistas ) fly directly above the sheller, | have contacted £3th
) or plana views, as wiitien on page 63, presanty [14] company i the past, and | pleaded with them 10 fiy a
hs) there are no fadllities on the Pu'olo perinsula, {15} distance t one side or the other, But for some.
116) There ks an unobstructed view of the coastine and the e} these pleas have fallen on deaf ears. Any sugg@Stions
nn mountains in the background. Of couwrse, with the n7) will be greatly appreciated. :
118 facilities that will be built on the airport site, it 1t8) We have actually been, Mrs. Hoe has bean
{19) will have a negative Impact of the scenic vistas and {15 personally contacied by the representative of 0@
201 view planes. Landscaping will not miigate the 120} halicopter company, asstring har that we need 9 be
21 problern, 1) concemed, This latest call was on a Friday night
= Social impacts, existing condfions as 2 The very following Monday we wene buzzed af 10 levels
)| stated on page 46, kem 4.4.1. And to me, this & fra)] four tmes.
[2¢] the crx of this proposad dralt In paricular, | 4] 1 krow that everyone, espedially us, is
125 wan! to emphasize u;&ca stalements or these senisnces st iocking forward to our move to Puhl, The new S28ler
age 14 rage 17
U] that was contained in that paragraph, 1tsays the n will be a reality soon, § hope, but we're looking 81
R) propesed fatilities are to support those aviation tz} at laast a ysar, H not longer,
Pl which are cumrertly operating out of Por o] In the meantime, we would also like it to be
0] Allen Alrport and in Hanapepe town. 0] understood that utimately we're investigating the
)] JULIET AlU: Excuse me, You have another 15 paossibility of maintaining tha Hanapepe site as 2
(] mirkna, 16) satellita, and locking into the possibilities of
m WILMA HOLI: Thank you. The proposed m developing something tanmibly needed on this 3N,
# project is designed to accommoadate the present 1e] which i low cast boarding for animals,
L] helicoptar operators and allow for limited growth of t%) VWa hope that this will be taken into
0} airport facilites in the future. Wow, that's pretty R} consideration, Thank you,
0! hoavy, These stalements summarize the purpose uf this my JUUET AllS: Thank you, Julia. The nexto®
2] draft EA. [{t] will be Clga Holi.
13) In conclusion, there are too many mitgating ()] OLGA HOU: Aloha ahiahi, Madam Chaiman,
1) situations that are not adequately addressed, and we {18) and staff peaple of DOT. My concem today — well,
s reject the draft EA in a negative declaration, To (10| let me retract my statement.
1g mitizate the negative impascy, it has boen and it 5] | am with the DOE as a Hawaiian studies
nn continues 1o ba our pesition that these operations ba %] kupuna, and my kuleana or my responsibility is 12
118) relocated 1o the existing heliport facilites at the [e) 1each your children, your granddhildran, and perfiaps
%] Lihue Alrport. The position 1o relocate is reasonable 119) your graat grandchildren the Hawailan culture, in
I20) and appropriate in light of the negative impact 120 particular at Ukula, where this so-called Port AllsN
f21) contnued operations have had in the Bums Field and RN Airport ks,
12 surrounding communities, Thank you. =} Many times at school we are asked, what is )
12 JULIET AIU: Thank you, Wima. The next @) salt making. | said, well, come down and visit with)
12¢) will be Julla McGovem, 4] us. When you go 1o the coral reef excursions, yoX 80
1251 JULIA McGOVERN: Thank you. My name is t22) there to pick limu, you qo there 1o see whatever ¥8re
rage 15 Page 18
1) Jutia MeGovam, and | live in Waimea, Although as th m ts, the Ioli, the haukeuke, the wana. These thing®
12 shelter manager for the Kauaj Humane Sodiety, | faal 2 are very impontant 1o the children,
]| like | also live in Hanapepe. And | do wan!t 1o voice m Not only thay, also the habttat, the binds’
i4 my concems. | appreciate this opportunity o voics 1&] habratin that area. The birds that frequent, like
is) rmy concams on two difierent levels, Firstasa 5] the Hawakian stilt, the kolea birds that travel on
18] longtemn resident of Waimea, and secondly, as the 15 sand, beaches, the Hawalian stilts that fraquent 17
M manager of the Kaual Humane Sodiely shelter. N aina or alia paakal, the salt beds,
18) On a personal level, I'm very concemed 1 And also | want to bring to your attention
] about the impact to the quality of life that any ] the rmatter of the pueo, And the pueo stll exist
1) expansion will have. Not just 1o the visior 110] They stil have their habat between the area of 1€
1) industry, which supposedly it is going 10 support, but ) road that cuts through the [oi, through the alia
[12) especially to the people that {ive here. Because 112 paakal, and the Humane Society area. We still 52 the
119 whether you're visiing or you live here, you want 1o 113} puecs, and the children are flabbemasted when they
4] be abla 1o relax and enjoy what Salt Porvd Park has to (14} see these birds, rather than seeing tham in books:
{15) offac. Constant airplane, helicopter noise is not 115 And also the kolohala, the pheasant birds, which MY
116} poing 1 help that. e tute was a lel maker. They still exist there.
nn It save for my writien testirmony how | m With all these pollution, noise pollution,
18 feal about, or my concems about tax dollars being 112] with all tha tratffic in there, | often wonder what
119) usad 1 support two spodfic organizations, two 1) will happen o these birds, that we will not be ab!®
t20) businesses, = 1o see them, That's my concem, the noise polluten.
f21) Mest importantly, a! least right now for ma =1 And we want 10 see that these birds remain therg.
221 and the animals, as the shelter manager for the Kaual 2 because these are their habiat,
23 Humane Sodiety, | am very concemed abolit how the =3 | ajso want 1o mention o you, at the last
24 expansion will impacs those animals and the people 124 haaring that we held, not the one in August, but it
B9 that care for them. 125 was sometime, | believe, in 1990, testfedon .

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.

(808) 524-2090
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U.S. Deparment Western-Pacific Region 135 Nakolo Place

of Transportation Honolulu Flight Standards District Office Honofulu Hl 96819-1845 USA
Federal Aviation
Administration Phone: (808)837-8300

FAX: (808)837-8339

March 3, 1998

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation,
Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hi 96819-1880

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

Port Allen Envirenmental Assessment

wWe would like to go on record in support of 1naintenance facilities as described
in the Port Allen Draft Environmental Assessment insofar that operators having
ready access to maintenance facilities will enhance safety. Although current
regulations do not mandate any particular type or location of maintenance
facilities, studies have shown that any hindrance, including a lack of physical
facilities, can have a negative impact on safety.

It is nearly inconceivable to us, that a helicopter operator at an airport would be
forced to hangar their aircraft off airport. Although it can be argued that this
practice is adequate, it is certainly not ideal. Action should be taken to reduce
such obstacles in order to enhance safe maintenance practices.

Again, we support the recommended improvements for the construction of
maintenance facilities at Port Allen Airport in an effort to reduce obstacles in the
performance of maintenance and therefore increasing the safety margin of
aircraft operations.
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If you have any questions concerning this matter please contact Steve Dahlen of -

this office at (808) 837-8340

Sincerely,

Peter E.
Manager, Honolulu Flight Standards

District Office




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

CEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ';;E:‘Y;EF ERTO:

AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593
HONOLULU, HAWAI! 98819-1880

September 27, 1999

Mr. Peter E. Beckner, Manager

Honolulu Flight Standards District Office
Federal Aviation Administration
Western-Pacific Region

135 Nakaolo Place

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1845

Dear Mr. Beckner:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen RAirport Proposed Improvements

State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Dbraft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a wvital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took o express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

MATSUDA, P.E.
5 Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

Hana Like No Ke Ala Alnha
Working Together lo Provide Galeways of Aloha




KALL WATSON
CHAIRMAN

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
HAWALLAN HOMES COMMISIION

GOVIRNOR
STATE OF HAWAIL

JOBIL M, K. M. YAMAGUCHL
DEPLUTY TO THE CHAIRMAN

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS
£.0.B0X 1579
HONOLULY, HAWALL 96803

February 9, 19398

To: Honorable Kazu Hayashida '
Director of Transportation -

Attn: Jerry Matsuda, Airports Administrator
Department of Transportation

From: Kali Watson, Chairman:
Hawaiian Homes Commissidn

' Subject: Port Allen Airport. Draft Environmental Assessment.

State Project No. AK2010-01.
T™MK 1-8-08:04, 33, 80, 83, 85. Waimea, Kauail. =

Dated January, 1998

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft environmental
assessment Ffor Port Allen Alrport. The Department of Hawaiian

Home Lands has no comment LO offer.

If you have any questions, Dplease call Daniel Ornellas at

586-3836.

Enc.
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GOVERNGR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BAIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TAANSPORTATION
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET RIR-P
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 55.0654

October 7, 19859

TO: RAYNARD SCON, CHAIRMAN
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION

FROM: KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

STATE PROJECT NO. AK20610-01

Thank you for your written comment for the Port Allen Airport
Draft Environmental Assessment (EAR).

Your comment will be included in the Final EA. Please cogtact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at §38-8821 to clarify any
other questions you may have.

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)




HAWAIl DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
KAUAI DISTRICT

2060 EIWA STREET., ROOM 208
LIHUE, KAUAI, HAWAIl 96756-1875

February 23, 1998 IN REPLY REFER TO

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E.
Airports Administrator
Department of Transportation
Airports Division

400 Rodgers Blvd,, Suite 700
Honolulu, HI 96818

Dear Mr, Matsuda;

This serves as our comments to the Port Allen Draft Environmental Assessment.

itis our feeling that your Draft EA adequately address the range of issues for the proposed
improvements at Port Allen.

As we noted in earlier correspondence, we support those proposed improvements. Given
the fact that the airport is already there, we feel the improvements will enable it to be more
efficiently and safely used. In terms of our own operatiocnal requirements, the gains from a
more rapid response to emergency situations will be very welcome.

Sincerely,

Eo WO f’ai\
Edwin Q.P. Petteys
Branch Manager




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

REPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAL
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII _
- DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

September 27, 1999

Mr. Edwin Q.P. Petteys

Branch Manager

Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

3060 Eiwa Street, Room 306

- Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1875

Dear Mr. Petteys:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Propcsed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-Cl

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
- improvements is appreciated.

- Port Allen Airport provides a vital link fox West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane

: Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
— intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the
public good. :

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
— proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
: Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (s08) 838-8821 to
- clarify any questions you may have.

- RRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

bec: AIR-K; -L; -BM

Hana Like No Ke Ala Alnha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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HAWAIlI DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE
KAUAI DISTRICT

3050 EIWA STREET, ROOM 206
LIHUE, KAUAI. HAWAIl S8756-1875

IN REPLY REFER TQ

February 18, 1998

Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E.

Airports Administrator

Dept, of Transportation, Airporis Division
Honolulu International Airport

400 Rodgers Blvd., Suite 700

Honolulu, HI  96819-1880

Dear Mr. Matsuda:
| endorse the proposed improvements to Port Allen Airport, Kauai.

I'am the Protection Forester for the Division of Forestry and Wildlife. My primary job responsibility is
wildfire suppression on state-owned forest reserve lands and public hunting areas. Protection of life
and property is accomplished through quick response times and efficient use of emergency
resources. The development of hangar facilities and emergency lighting for the airport will help
provide for improved public safety and limiting the damage to our natural resources.

The division's contract helicopter company, Inter-Island Helicopters, currently has to tow its helicopter
to the airport creating an unsafe and delaying situation during an emergency incident response. in
providing firefighting assets, the time lost due to traffic congestion and hazards in getting to the
airport can comprise a timely fire response. A rapid response can mean the difference between
saving natural and developed resources or losing them.

The west and norlh side of Kauai continue to be areas of greatest fire threat and potential for loss of
facilities. During 1997 the division responded to four fires in the Kokee area, two of which required
helicopter flights(Inter-Island) with a water bucket to suppress the fires. Helicoptered access by
Division of Forestry and Wildlife firefighters into these remote sites was used to contain and control
the fires. Responding from the Port Allen Airport saved many man hours of response time.

I commend the DOT-Airports Division in advancing the planned upgrade of facilities at Port Allen
Airport.

incerely, / .

Galen Kawakami
Protection Forester




BEMIAMIN J. CAYETANG

—_— covsnuo; KAZ%SQ:%S;.‘H'DA
DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI

GLENN M, QKIMOTO
STATE OF HAWAII NREPLY
e DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION REFER TO:
i AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 $5.0598

HONOLULU, HAWAY 96019-1880

September 27, 1999

Mr. Galen Kawakami

Protection Forester
Department of Land and Natural Resources

A Division of Forestry and Wildlife
Kauai District

. 3060 Eiwa Street, Room 306

P Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1875

i~ Dear Mr. Kawakami:

e Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
P Port Allen Improvements

i . State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter supporting the proposed improvements at
~ Port Allen Airport. Your comments will be reflected in the Final

P Environmental Assessment.

L please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
o (s08) 838-8821 to clarify any further questions you may have.

b ,,Sincerely, \
- 7 £ N
T e

) JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
= Airports Administrator

R

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates (B. Ishii)
bec: AIR-K

= AIR-L

= AIR-PM

LB:nf

- Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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MICILARL D, WILSON, CHAIRPIRSON
BOARD OF LAND AND HATURAL RISOVACLS

BENIAMIN 1, CAYETANG
- GOVEANGA OF MAWAIL

pEPLMLS

GILBERT COLOMA-AGARAN

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

STATE OF HAWAII AGUATIC ALSOURGLS
CONSERVATION AND
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES RESOURCES ENFORCTMDNT
CONVEYANCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION FORESTRY AND WALDUFE
23 SOUTH KING STREET, 6TH FLOOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
HONOLULY, HAWAI 96813 DIVISION
LAND DIVISION
STATE PAAKS
WATER AND LAND OEVELOPMENT
March 10, 1598
Mr. Jerry Matsuda, P.E. LOG NO: 21095 ¥
Airports Administrator DOC NO: 9B0O2NM14

Department of Trangportation/Airport Division

400 Rodgers Blvd., Ste. 700
Honolulu, Hawaii ¢6815-1880

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Review--Port Allen Airport DEA
State Project No. AK2010-01

Hanapepe ,-Kauai

This report states Chat this project will have "no effect" on
significant historiC sites due tc¢ the £fact that the area was
bulldozed in the 1ate 1920’'s for the construction of a runway.
Although the probability of there being sites under the runway is
unlikely, the community has voiced concerns over the impact that
this project might have on the nearby saltpond area. Our office
concurs with the community’s findings that this undertaking could

have an effect on the saltpond area.

Several members of the salt makers group, Hui Hana Pa’akai o
Hanapepe, voiced the€se concerns at a community hearing held on
February 19, 1998. In light of the fact that the saltpond area is
of exceptional cultural significance, being cthe last salt
production area scill being used today, we recommend that DOT
consult with HBui Hana Pa'akai o Hanapepe (Gilbert Nobriga,
President, at 245-2412) to work out a mitigation plan that will

address their concerns.

on the cover sheet for Appendix E, the author’s name needs to be
followed by his academic credentials so that we can confirm that a

qualified archaeologist wrote this report.

Tn addition, informant Wilma Holi's testimony states that Ukala
Point was a leina or @ traditional departure point for the spirits.
These claims need to be addressed. Can the actual location of the
leina be documented? Can the informant or other cultural experts
determine what affect this undertaking might have on the leina?




J. Matsuda
Page 2

Please let us know when you plan to meet with the Hui.
any questions call Nancy McMahon 742-7033.

BARD, Administrator
State Historic Preservation Division

NM: amk

If you have




BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAL
GLENN M. OKIMOTO
STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGEAS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99,0603
HONOLULD, HAWA!I 95819-1880
September 28, 1998
TO: DON HIBBARD, ADMINISTRATOR
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
FROM : JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.

AIRPORTS ADMINIST
{

SUBJECT: A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL A MENT
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT

STATE PROJECT NO. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA). At your suggestion, we have
attempted over the last year to meet with Mr. Gilbert Nobriga and
Hui Hana Pa‘’akai o Hanapepe. Except for telephone conversations,
we have been unsuccessful. The Department of Transportation,
Airports Division (DOTA) welcomes the opportunity to meet with
the Hui at anytime to discuss mitigation measures.

The DOTA recognized the importance of the Salt Pond area and have
released the Salt Ponds from the airport obligations and have
transferred the control of the Salt Ponds back to the Department

of Land and Natural Resources.

We understand from public testimony that the salt makers are
concerned about runocff from the airport. The improvements will
be designed to keep associated storm water runoff away from the
Salt Ponds. The road on the east end of the Peninsula will also
be paved to help control dust and DOTA will undertake adequate
precautions to control the dust during construction.

DOTA will, to the extent possible, request that the flight paths
of aircraft using Port Allen be away from the Salt Ponds.

The academic qualifications of the author of the “Port Allen
Airport Improvements An Assessment of Historic Preservation
Issues, dated December 195%7,%" will be included.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Mr. Don Hibbard AIR-P
995.0603

Page 2

It is our conclusion that since Port Allen Airport has operated
for over 60 years and the proposed improvements are within an
already developed area of the airfield, that Ukula Point will not
be impacted. We feel it is beyond the scope of this EA to pursue
additional cultural studies at this time since our development
will occur within the airport at previously developed areas.

I appreciate the time you took to express vour concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at 838-8821 to clarify any

questions you may have.

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K
AIR-L,
AIR-PM
LB:nf
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GUVERNOR

GARY GILL
DIRECTOR

STATE OF HAWAII

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL

238 SOUTH BERETAMNIA STREET
SUITE702
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96812
TELEPHONE {908) 656641656
FACSIMILE (808] 68831686

March 9, 1988

Mr. Kazu Hayashida, Director
State Department of Transportation
869 Puncnbowl Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Hayashida:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for the Port Allen
Airport, Kauail

Thank you for the opportunity to review the above project. We have
the following questions and comments.

1. According to page 4-2 of the environmental assessment, "The
1996 DOTA statistics show that there were approximately 4,000
operations at the airport." The 1994 Update of Hawail
Aviation Demand Forecast shows 13,000 operations for the year
1992 and an estimated 15,000 operations for the year 2000.
Since existing numbers are significantly below year 1992 and
projected year 2000 figures, please justify the need for this
project.

2. According to page 4-17 of the environmental assessment, "It is
expected that the runway lights will only be used in emergency
situations. The improvements to be built by the helicopter
companies will include ramp lighting." Please describe in
detail the extent of proposed nighttime operations at the
airport. What controls will be in place to prevent future
non-emergency nighttime operations at the airport? If DOT
will not prohibit all future non-emergency nighttime
operations, the social and environmental impacts of nighttime
operations must be disclosed in this environmental assessment.

3. Helicopter and aircraft operations generate a significant
amount of dust which may then adversely affect the adjacent
salt ponds. Please consider the following additional

mitigation measures to reduce dust generation:

. watering areas which generate dust during take-off
and landings
. erecting dust screens
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Mr. Hayashida
Page 2

4. Please consult with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs regarding
the use of ceded lands.

5. Since Port Allen Airport has been in operation since the early
1930’s, it is eligible for consideration as an historic site.
Please consult with the State Historic Preservation Division,

regarding this issue.

6. According to page 4~2 of the environmental assessment, "the
proposed improvements are those regquested by the community."
Please identify this "community" and explain how community
consensus was reached in this matter.

Should you have any questions, please call Jeyan Thirugnanam at
586-4185. Mahalo.

Sincerely,
11
Director

c: Edward Noda and Associates




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANG
DIRECTCA

— GOVERNOR
DEPUTY CIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. CKIMOTO
STATE OF HAWAII ! .
~ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
. 869 PUNCHBOWL STREET ATR-D
HONOLULU, HAWALI 96813-5097 95 . 0631
Cctober &6, 1929
r-‘.
TO: GENEVIEVE SALMONSON, DIRECTOR
N OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
f FROM: KAZU HAYASHIDA Ko Uf

DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PORT ALLEN AIRPORT PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

STATE PROJECT NO. AK2010-01

_ Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements to
- Port Allen Airport. Our responses to your questions are listed

below.

- 1. The need for the proposed improvements is listed on page 3-2
of the Environmental Assessment (EA)

The proposed improvements are modest to meet the existing
demand and not to meet the forecast demand and will allow
those airport functions currently being performed off the
airport to be relocated to Port Allen Airport.

. Port Allen Airport also provides a vital link for West Kauai
and the remainder of the State, which was demonstrated

during Hurricane Iniki when GLihue Airport was shutdown. The

proposed improvements will provide sites for facilities for

~ the existing helicopter operators at the airport with room
for modest expansion.

2, The proposed improvements include runway lights for
emergency use only. There will be no routine airplane
operations. During the planning of the Kalaupapa Airport,
similar concerns were raised about the frequency of the use
of proposed runway lights. It was resolved, by the local
community, by having a designated attendant turning the

. lights on when necessary. A similar agreement could be

-7 reached when say an air ambulance needs to use the runway at




GENEVIEVE SALMONSON, DIRECTOR AIR-P
: 99.0631
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night. It is expected that there may be some night time
operations at the proposed helicopter hangers. The hangers
will be built by the operators and the Department of
Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA), will reguire all
outdoor lighting to be in accordance the Department of Land
and Natural Resources design criteria, #The Newell’s
Shearwater Light Attraction Problem, A Guide for Architects,

Planners and Resort Manager.?

3. DOTA will require the contractor during construction of the
improvements to adhere to provisions of Chapter 11-60.1 of
the State of Hawaii Administrative Rules, Section 11-60.1-33
on fugitive dust. DOTA will also pave the access road at
the east end of the airfield to control dust. DOTA will
also meet with the Hui Hana Paakal o Hanapepe to develop
mitigation efforts for the Salt Pond Pans.

4, We have consulted with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

5. We will consult with the State Historic Preservation Office
on the historic aspects of Port Allen Airport.

6. The community is identified as residents, business people,
government employees and legislative officials of West
Kauai. The proposed improvements were requested by
representative of the community.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen ARirport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, of the Airports Division at

838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

c: Edward K. Noda & Assoclates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

L
|
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STATE OF HAWAL'l
OFFICE OF HAWAUAN AFFAIRS
711 KAPPOLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
HONOLULU, HAWAI'l 96813-5249
PHONE (808) 594-1888
FAX {808) 594-1865

March 05, 1998

Myr. Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. Doc. No. EIS-140

615 Piikoi Street, Suite 300
Honolulu, HI 96814

Subject: Draft environmental assessment (DEA) and Anticipated Finding of No
Significant Impact for Port Allen Airport, State Project No. AK
2010-01, Waimea, Island of Kauai

Dear Mr. Noda:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft environmental
assessment (DEA) and Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact for Port
Allen Airport, State Project No. AK 2010-01, Waimea, Island of Kauai. The State
of Hawaii proposes to construct a set of structures and facilities for helicopter

operations at Port Allen Airport.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) has some serious concerns
pertaining to the proposed development. For one thing, Port Allen Airport is
located on ceded lands. Therefore, the State must consult Native Hawaiians on
any modifications pertaining the use of ceded lands. In addition, OHA is also
concerned with noise pollution and potential adverse impacts on nearby salt pond
activities.

Noise Jevels recorded during a brief period in the summer of 1997 (see
Table 3 of Appendix B of DEA) indicate that (i) maximum noise levels from

helicopter takeoff and landing were below 80 dBA in all but six instances, (ii) the

highest maximum noise levels were recorded at Location 3, and (iii) the average

duration was about 1 to 2 minutes.




Letter to Mr. Edward K., Noda
March 05, 1998
Page 2

If 2 sound level of 55 dBA, which is equivalent to a level typical of rural -
and suburban areas, is used to assess potential adverse impacts of noise from
helicopter operations, then it can be concluded from the data in Table 3 that if the . -
proposed development takes place, ambient sound levels at the project location —
during takeoff and landing will (i) be increased by 20 dBA or more, and (ii) be
above noise thresholds for rural areas. Since no other sound measurements are
included in the DEA, it is unknown what the sound levels will be during takeoff’ o
and landing at either Salt Pond Park or nearby areas or at Port Allen across the
Hanapepe Harbor. In order to address growing copmunity concerns regarding
excessive noise, OHA urges the applicant to provide data supporting the
contention that helicopter operations will not increase noise levels in nearby areas

beyond rural or suburban thresholds.

[V

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs is truly concerned with restricted access to
nearby salt ponds and shoreline because of added public safety measures. OHA is .
aware of the presence of a fence and a gate which currently preclude access to the ‘
shoreline. OHA wonders if such fence was built with full knowledge of the local
community following the required permit process. Overall, OHA urges the R
applicant to address two issues: (i) access and customary and traditional gathering "
rights of Native Hawaiians, and (ii) potential adverse effects of helicopter
operations on salt pond activities. Specifically, O/ wants to know (i) what are b
the adverse impact of fuel pollutants on air quality, soils, vegetation, salt ponds, :
and coastal waters, and (ii) how the applicant plans to manage these adverse

impacts.

Finally, OHA is concerned with the lack of information in the DEA on
proposed flight densities and paths and implementation procedures. OHA strongly
believes agencies and mechanisms regulating and enforcing flight densities and
paths must be clearly spelled out in the DEA to provide reviewers with an overall
picture of the impacts of the proposed project at port Allen Airport. Specifically,
OHA urges the applicant to clearly describe flying paths and their impacts on
rural and suburban areas, wetlands, and bird habitats. Without that information,
OHA finds the DEA inadequate to warrant an "anticipated finding of no

significant impact."”
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Letter to Mr. Edward K. Noda
March 05, 1998
Page 3

Please contact Colin Kippen (594-1938), LNR Officer, or Luis Manrique
(594-1758), should you have any questions on this matter.

vz : %M
Randall Ogata Colin Kippen
Administrator Officer, LNR Division

Sincerely yoﬁrs,

cc: Board of Trustees
CAQC, Island of Kauaij




KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

~—

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 RODGERS BOWLEVARD, SUITE 700 AIR-EP
HONOLULU, HAWAN 96819-1880 98.0295 -

April 2, 1998

Mr. Colin Kippen

LNR Officer

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

711 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 500
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-5249

Dear Mr. Kippen:
Subject: Port Allen Airport

Draft Environmental Assessment

State Project No. AK2010-01
Thank vou for your letter of March 5, 1998, on the Port Allen
Airport Draft Environmental Assessment. We will be happy to meet
with you and your staff on the concerns stated in your letter.

Please coordinate the date and time with Lynn Becones, Planner,
at 838-8811.

Very truly vours,

BenjaﬁﬁE:?;féuéélapakf;fr

Head Planning Enginee

c:./fdward K. Noda and Associates (J. Dittmar)

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gatcways of Aloha




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNDR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
OIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEFARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 ARODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 AIR-P
HONOLULY, HAWAIL 56819-1880 99 . 0593

September 27, 1893

Mr. Randall Cgata
Administrator

Office of Hawaiian Affairs
P. 0. Box 1879

Honolulu, Hawaii 96805

Dear Mr. Ogata:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

port Allen Airport provides a vital 1ink for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Tniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Alrports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Rirport for the

public good.

T appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Rllen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineexr, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any gquestions you may have.

incerely,

RRY M. MATSUD&A, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward XK. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

bc: AIR-K; -L; -PM

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Warking Together to Provide Gateways of Aloka
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KAZLU HAYASHIDA

. AN
BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO DIRECTOR

oo, GOVERNOR
CEPUTY CIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO
STATE OF HAWA" ' : IN REPLY REFER TO:
‘e DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
; AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
’ 400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 09 . 0635
HONOLULY, HAWAIl 96819-1880 .
i
October 6, 1999 i
f TO: RANDALI: OGATA, ADMINISTRATOR

OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

o~ . . .
i FROM: JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.D"&@M—,

! AIRPORTS ADMINISTRATOR fuc

i SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
} PORT ALLEN AIRPORT PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

o STATE PROJECT NO. AKZ010-01

This letter is in response to your comment on the Draft

_ Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA has received wide

. attention on Kauai and public and written comments were received
on the proposed improvements at the Public Informational Meeting
on August 14, 1997, and again at the Public Hearing on

February 19, 1998. A number of the people testifying and

-4

| submitting comments identified themselves as Native Hawaiians and
spoke about the use of ceded land and the proposed project.

oY The Department of Transportation, Airport Division (DOTA) will

et work with the Hui Hana Paakai o Hanapepe to develop a mitigation
program for ongoing airport operations at Port Allen Airport.
’ﬁ Repeated requests to meet with Hui Hana Paakai o Hanapepe to
discuss the proposed project at this time have been unsuccessful.
However, we are willing to work with the Hui on developing a
o reasonable mitigation program which would satisfy their concerns.
» The Salt Pans and Port Allen Airport have co-existed for over
60 years and I am confident that we can continue to do so in the
. future. It should be noted that Port Allen is a public airport
and open to all private and commercial aviation users. The
proposed project itself will not increase aviation operations at
Port Allen. Any increase in aircraft operations will be the
result of other economic conditions.

~ The Airports Division will, to the extent possible, reguest that

the existing operators at Port Allen Airport develop £light paths
i which will limit the impact of aircraft over the salt ponds, the

~ public park and other noise sensitive areas.

— Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloka
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pPort Allen Airport provides a vital 1ink for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Tniki when Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, the Airports
Division will continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport

for the public good.

currently, fixed wing and helicopters operate from Port Allen
Airport. It is not anticipated that the operations will increase
with the proposed project. The Aircraft Noise Levels outside the
Airport Boundary are not expected to exceed the 55 Day-Night
Average Sound Level (DNL). DNL is used to determine compatible
land uses. In the DOTA Cuidelines for compatible land usage, the
55 DNL is used as a guide for residential housing. This is based
upon the noise measurements taken for our EA and the previous
1990 EA. A5 a result of concerns raised at the public hearing,
an additional noise study was conducted at Port Allen. The Study
showed that at the Salt Pans and Salt Pond Park, the helicopter
noise was within the background ncise levels. This Study will be
ineluded in the Final EA. Therefore, noise from airport
operations will remain the same and in accordance with the rural

nature of the airport environs.

For a short time there was a gate on the eastern shoreline of
Port Allen Airport. However, this has been removed and there

are no fences or gates at Port Allen Airport which would restrict
or preclude access to the shoreline. The EA stated on page 5-2,
paragraph 7, "DOTA recognizes that access to the shoreline of the
peninsula is an important cultural and recreational activity and
will maintain access to the peninsula foxr the people of Kauvai."
The proposed project will have no impact on access or customary
and traditional gathering rights of Native Hawaiians.

The flight paths of arriving and departing aircraft using Port
Allen Airport are shown on Figure 4.2 of the Draft EA and
considered reliable and are currently in use. Due to the low
number of annual aircraft operations, an air quality analysis is
not required for Port Allen and air pollutants are considered to

be negligible.

tt is our conclusion that the proposed project will not have a

significant impact since the status of the rural environs will be
maintained, the wetlands within or the Salt Ponds nearby will not
be impacted in regard to the salt making activities, nor will the

wildlife be disturbed.
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I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements to Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at 838-8821 to clarify any

further questions you make have.

c: EBEdward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K
AIR-L
AIR-PM
LB:nf




MARYANNE W, Kusarxa
MAYQOR

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
COUNTY OF KAUAI

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
4444 RICE STREET
MO'IKEMA BUILDING, SUTE 275
LIHUE, KAUA'l, HAWAI'l 56788

February 10, 1998

State of Hawaii

Department of Transportation
Airports Division

400 Rutgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

Attention; Mor. Jerry Matsuda, Airports Administrator

Gentlemen:

SUBJECT: PORT ALLEN AIRPORT

CEsSAR C. PORTUGAL

COUNTY ENGINEER
TELEFPHONE 24 1 -8800

RusseELL SuGaNo

ACTING DEPUTY COUNTY ENGINEER
TELEPHONE 24188231

PW2.039

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

We reviewed the subject draft environmental assessment and offer the following

comments in regards to grading:

A. Grading

1. Page 1-3 of the Draft Environmental Assessment states, "Also required
from the County of Kauai, will be the grading and building permits before
construction can begin on the proposed project.” A permit is not required
for the project since the grading will be occurring within a self-contained
government controlled area. We expect the State Airport Division to
monitor its grading work to comply with project specification as well as

controlling erosion and dust problems.

A grading permit may be required for the disposal of the excess wasted
excavation material and/or borrow site if the lands are not in a self
controlled government area.




Mr. Jerry Matsuda
Department of Transportation
Airports Division
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Thank you for the opportunity to review and offer our comments. Should you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Wallace Kudo of my staff at (808) 241-6620.

Very truly yours,

CEJAR C. UGAL
County Engipeer

WK/cu
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~ BENJAMIN J. CAYETAND

GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORTS DIVISION

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULUY, HAWAI1 95819-1830

October 6, 1929

Mr. Cesar C. Portugal
County Engineerx

County of Kaual

Department of Public Works
4444 Rice Street

Moikeha Building, Suite 275
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Portugal:

subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the propose 4
Port Allen Airport. It is anticipated that all grading for

KAZV HAYASHIDA
DIREGTOR

DEFWDIRECTORS

BRIAN K- MINAAL
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

IN REPLY PREFER TO:

AIR-P
99,0638

d improvements t©

the

proposed improvements will be within the airport boundary of Port

Allen Airport.
disposed of within the airport.

please contact Ben Schlapak, at (sos)83
further questions you may have.

Sincerely,

I

g;r JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.

Airports Administratoxr

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

he: AIR-K
AIR-L
AIR-PM
LB:nf
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MARYANNE W. KUSAKA

DEE M. CROWELL
PLANNING DIRECTOR

IAN K, COSTA
DEPUTY PLANNING DIRECTOR

MAYOR

TELEPHONE (808) 2416677

PLANNING DEPARTMENT FAX (808) 241-6699

February 18, 1998

Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E.
Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii

Department of Transportation
Airports Division

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, HI 96819-1880

Subject: Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Improvements
TMK: 1-8-08:1, Hanapepe, Kauai
State Project No. AK2010-01

Dear Mr. Matsuda:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Environmental
Assessment for the proposed improvements to the Port Allen
Airport. Our comments submitted during the preconsultation phase
were included in the Draft EA, and our concerns have generally
been addressed. The following additional comments are submitted

for your consideration.

The EA states that the Department of Transportation, Airports
Division (DOTA) will minimize noise impacts by seeking a
voluntary effort for aircraft operations to be directed away from
the Salt Pond, Salt Pond Park, and the Humane Society. While a
voluntary effort is desirable, it may be appropriate to establish
an alternative approach should the voluntary effort prove

unsuccessful .

The EA states that the operators will construct and maintain the
lease lots, provide lighting, and landscape the site. DOTA
should consider establishing guidelines to insure that
appropriate structure siting and design, colors, lighting, and
landscaping are utilized to protect the unique scenic and
cultural values of the area. Plans for site development should
be reviewed by DOTA for consistency with the guidelines, and
measures should be established to insure that structures and
landscaping are properly maintained.

Kapule Building » 4444 Rice Street, Suite 473  Lihu'e, Kaua‘i, Hawai'i 96766
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Mr. Jerry Matsuda
February 18, 1998
Page 2

As you are aware the project site is located within the County of
Kauai Special Management Area (sMa), and any development as
defined in the County SMA Rules and Regulations will regquire an
SMA Permit. Feel welcome to contact George Kalisik of my staff
at 241-6677 if you wish to discuss this matter further.

Sincerely,

@W

Dee M. Crowell
Planning Director




KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
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STATE OF HAWAII ! .
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
869 PUNCHBOWL STREET AIR-P
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 99 .0633

October 6, 1599

Mr. Dee M. Crowell
Planning Director

Country of Kauail

Planning Department

Kapule Building

4444 Rice Street, Suite 473
L.ihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Crowell:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter concerning the proposed improvements
for Port Allen Airport. The Department of Transportation,
Airports Division (DOTA), will to the extent possible, request
that the existing operators at Port Allen ARirport develop f£light
paths which will limit the impact of aircraft over the salt
ponds, the public park and other noise sensitive areas. If our
voluntary efforts are not successful, the DOTA, will meet with
the County and the Community to develop an alternative approach.

As result of concerns raised at the public hearing, an additional
Noise Study was conducted at Port Allen. The Study showed that
at the Salt Pans and the Salt Pond Park, the helicopter noise was
within the background noise levels. This Study will be included
in the Final Environmental Assessment (ER).

DOTA will develop guidelines for lighting, landscaping, design
and colors for the facilities to be sited at Port Allen Airport.
Understanding the County's concern, the develcopment of these
guidelines will be coordinated with the Planning Department.

Our staff is currently working on the Special Management Area
Permit and will review the draft Permit with your office before
it is submitted formally.




AIR-P
89.0633
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Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, of the
pirports Division at (808)838-8821 to clarify any guestions you

may have.

Very truly yours,
J;ZLﬁ?aquﬁgk;E@/

KAZO HAYASHIDA

Director of Transportation

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
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PORT ALLEN AIRPORT L
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - .
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS a7
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NAME’

B AL =
.._—---P’—"'"
T .
COMPA?I\I;’/ORGA%\H%AS_ JON

0/}// JE =z &W.CA_

ADDRESS

'Wz//‘ PeTET

: STATE ZIP CODE

CITY

COMMENTS/REQUEST:
S [pporn. G E m;,uo/u T PrevsmcTL  7g

A ——— et
N o naTE LA T L0 AT Sranid fele)

Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

Please send to:

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998,




KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULL, HAWAII 86815-1880

Septembex 27, 1988

Mr. Rizall Antonio
P. 0. Box 152
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Mr. Antonio:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
' Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements

State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you‘for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Youxr support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division to
continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public

good.

The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government
! to give systemic consideration to the environmental, social, and
economic consequences of the proposed improvement projects before
granting permits that allow construction to begin. This process
also assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning
Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

———
“~

v — -

s . / -~ ‘ ;5’/_:;;&4‘;‘4,:3{5_-;/}
RRY M» TSUGUPA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

bc: AIR-K; -L; -BM
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
- State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport ‘
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1830 o m—

. -~

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO KAZU HAYASHIDA

GOVERNOR DIRECTOR Py
OEPUTY DIRECTQRS
BRIAN K, MINAAI t
GLENN M. QKIMOTO
LTy
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ATaoE T
AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0597 Cy
HONOLULU, HAWAI! 96819-1880
« M )
September 27, 1992 ,
[ 9]
Mr. Myron Arakaki '
4004 Rice Street
Lihue, Hawali 96766 e
i
Dear Mr. Arakaki:
'
Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements '
State Project No. AK2010-01 .

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft ‘L
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital jink for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane .
Iniki when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the ‘
intention of the Department of Transportation, ARixports Division to !
continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public

good.
vt
The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government
to give systemic consideration to the envirommental, social, and -
economic consequences of the proposed improvement projects before .
granting permits that alilow construction to begin. This process :
also assures the public the right to participate in the planning .
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your CONCerns over the proposed improvements at v
Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning
Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to clarify any questlons you may have. !
o
Sincerely,
£, '
- r o . < v
: JERRY M. -MXTSUD@, P.E. _.
Airports Administrator o
~
c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
i
bc: AIR-X; -L; -PM ' !
I.
vt

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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. PORT ALLEN AIRPORT .
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - .
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS .7
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NAME /
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| 26746
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Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

Please send to:

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J, CAYETANC

KAZU HAYASHIDA
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR
DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAN
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION X;‘f{ ';";EFE“ TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION
99.0597

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULU, HAWAII 56819+-1880

September 27, 1599

Mr. Myron Arakaki
4004 Rice Street
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Mr. Arakaki:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a wvital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division to
continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public

good..

The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government
to glve systemic consideration to the environmental, social, and
economic consequences of the proposed improvement pro;ects before
granting permits that allow construction to begin. This process
also assures the public the right to participate in the plannlng
Process that may affect the community. I appre01ate the time you
tock to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben Schlapak Head Planning
Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to clarify any gquestions you may have.

Sincerely,
L .-T/'

JERRY M. METS .E.

Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

bec: AIR-K; -L; -PM

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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PUBLIC BEARING COMMENTS ST
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NAME

,

COMPANY/ORGA N'IZATION ,

O _Box O+ |
ADDRESS .
oloe- /% wels TS,
CITY . STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENTS/REQUEST:

Plernre Al  FATen T/ dnrp /z/rZ/co/Taz\/ P
Sl FHCIR SR TO e £l

=
el LA

Please send to: Mr, Jerry M, Matsuda P.E., Airports Administrator

_ State of Hawaii, Depanment of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport

400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880 - ——

Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETAND KAZU
GOVERNOR ‘ DI;‘?&(T&HIDA

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENNM, CKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWALL
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER T0:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P B
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 95.0593 C i

HONOLULU, HAWAIl 95819-1830

September 27, 1999 \

[- 5]
c
Mr. Richard Arakaki ‘
P. O. Box 104 s
Koloa, Hawaili 96756 —
Dear Mr. Arakaki: T e

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements c
State Project No. AK2010-01 -

Thank you for your comment on th= Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the -
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane .
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the K

intention. of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the #
public good. o

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact .
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have. :

SingeTely, '
9(5% APl ’
g \ +

JERRY M. MATSUDA, D.E. -,
Airports Administrator "

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii) .
be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha ad
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAS
GLENN M, CKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P

. 400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0612
HONOLULU, HAWAI 95613-1880

IN REPLY REFER TO:

October 6, 1999

v The following person commented on the Draft Environmental
Assessment, but did not give an address

Ms. Andrea Cronrod
Dear Ms. Cronrod:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
~ State Project No. AK2020-01

Thank you for you letter regarding the proposed improvements at
- Port Allen Airport. Our responses to your comment® are listed

below:

— The purpose of the proposed improvements discussed in the Draft
. Environmental Assessment (ER) is to provide four (4) lease lots
- for helicopter hangers and other infrastructure improvements.

The proposed improvements are modest and will allow those airport
P functions currently being performed off the airport to be
' relocated to Port Allen Airport. Port Allen is a public airport
and the proposed improvements will provide safe and efficient air
- transportation facilities for the £flying public.

— It is agreed that helicopters can be intrusive and noisy. That
is why the Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA)

i undertook the Hawaii State Helicopter Plan in 1989, which

includes the Helicopter Master Plan for Port Allen Airport. With

the proposed improvements to Port Allen Airport, DOTA will, to

- the extent possible, request the operators develop flight

o patterns which avoid noise sensitive areas. As a result of

- concerns raised at the public hearing, an additional Noise Study
was conducted at Port Allen. The Study showed that at the Salt

: Pans and the Salt Pond Park, the helicopter noise was within the

~ background noise levels. This Study will be included in the

Final EA.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aleha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Ms. Andrea Cronrod AIR-P
Page 2 99,0612

October 6, 1999

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environment, social, and economic
consequences of the proposed improvement projects before granting
permits that allow construction to begin. This process also
assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport.

Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(808) 838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,
< ’ ol
TN }V\ : MM—VQ

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
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Po Ty 0 1F
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CITY v - STATE ZIP CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
* State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO KAZU HAYASHIDA

GOVERNOR CIRECTOR
' DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. CKIMOTO
' STATE OF HAWAII _
b DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
' AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGEAS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593
HONOLULU, HAWAI! 96819-1880
September 27, 1533
_ Mr. and Mrs. David Dias, Jr.
Bad Boy Cycles
P. 0. Box 1017
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Dias:
- Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. RK2010-01
- Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft

Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
. Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the

‘ intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineexr, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

Singerely,

| Jﬁ MATSUDA, P.E.

= Airports Administrator

¢: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
bec: AIR-K; -L; -PM
LB:nf
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' PORT ALLEN AIRPORT o
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ",
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS ’

\/Q-Jov T ke 227 /75
DATE

NAME *
28 ¢
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION
) B -
ADDRESS ' |
Ry %WL/?V: > % ' G678
CITY /) - STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENTS/REQUEST:

Ly %/WM-/LJ X P D R X

Llsnd

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
" State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

QEPUTY DIAECTORS
BRIAN K. MiNAAL
GLENN M. QKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAI -
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AIE”*‘;‘EF‘E“ To:
AIRPORTS DIVISION -

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 89,0597
HONQLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

September 27, 19989

Mr. Sam Dias
Pacific Service & Development
Hanapepe, Hawaii 56716

Dear Mr. Dias:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Xauai and the
remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki when Lihue Airport was shutdswn. It is, theamdfore, the
intention of the DepartmeMe of Transportation, Airports bivision to
continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public
good. )

The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government
to give systemic consideration to the environmental, social, and
economic consequences of the proposed improvement projects before
granting permits that allow construction to begin. This process
also assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning
Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to clarify any gquestions you may have.

Sincerely,

JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

C: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Warking Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




PORT ALLEN AIRPORT

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT -
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -~
L nda Anne M.'Don\e\, _3]os -
NAME ' DATE
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION MATIAL SPINTR
311 “iraat

- - v 25
ADDRESS R
CITY T STATE ZIP CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:

Thler- T=sloond  Belicopters should e Mo wedk
Ao opevadte  ouyx of Burns Eield on

KO-UGL\‘ oS Yowu ave C urre_ndr\;'im Pe«*Ou—’r\n%
Coom Homo-\\op Pe§ |

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
© State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu Intermational Alirport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880 ' T

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.
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BEMNJAMIN J, CAYETANG
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

CEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AIR-P
AIRPORTS DIVISION 99.0593

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULY, HAWAIl 96819-1880

September 27, 1999

Ms. Linda Anne M. Donley

Kaual Screen Prints

3116 Hoolako Street, Building G
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Dear Ms. Donley::

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Propeosed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

*

Thank you‘for your comment on the Port Allen Airport praft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai 20d the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurrilcéane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport fOr the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns ovVer the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 £O

clarify any questions you may have.
Sipncerely,
-

(_gf_ainy M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & BAssociates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Alvha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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KAZL HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR
DEPUTY OIAECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAA|
GLENN M, CKIMOTO

—
' STATE OF HAWAII
_ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N AEPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVAAD, SUITE 700 959.0601
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96619-1880
—
September 28, 19859
- The following person commented on the Draft Environmental
. Assessment, but did not give an address.
r“.
. Ms. Frances Frazier
- Dear Ms. Frazier:
L Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Propoused Improvements
" State Project No. AK2010-01
_ '
Thank you for your letter on the proposed Port Allen Airport
e improvements. The purpose of the proposed improvements,
i 1. discussed in the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) is to
- provide four (4) lease lots for helicopter hangers and other
. infrastructure improvements. The proposed improvements are
w modest and will allow those airport functions currently being
— performed off the airport, to be relocated to Port Allen Airport.
. We will investigate any reasonable and feasible measure to
. minimize the visual impact of the structures.

e Port Allen Airport provides a wvital link for West Kauai and the

remainder of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane

f Iniki when Lihue Airport was shutdown. The Department of

- Transportation, Airports Division will, therefore, continue to
operate Port Allen Airport for the public good.

' The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environmental, social, and economic
consequences of the proposed improvement projects before granting
permits that allow construction to begin. This process also
assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Fogethur to Provide Gateways of Aloha




AIR-P
99.0601

Ms. Frances Frazier
Page 2

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineexr, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any further questions you may have.

Sipcerely,
/ T
o"l o 4 . .
gt AT

ERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
irports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda and Assoclates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

; be: ATIR-K
AIR-L
AIR-PM

LB:nf
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P ©O. Box 688
Hanaoepe. Hi 96718

February 19, 1998

Mr. Kazu Hayashida
Director of Transportation
869 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, HI 96813-5097

Subject: Draft Envirnonmentnl Assessment for Propesed
Impravemants, Port Allen Airport, State Project Mo, AK2010-01

Deas:s Mr. Hayashida:

The purposc of this Dratt Environmental Assessment is for the
accommodation of airport facilities for 2 helicopter companies.
This is the beginning of creeping development in spite of the
fact tha* "During the develooment of the Master Plan in

1990, there was CONSIDERABLE community opposition to the
development of the Port Allen Airport." So how could the
‘proposed project (he considered to be) in concert with

stated community desires and (to) fulfill the needs of the
existing helicopter operators" be necessary? In the first
place the EA says one of the purposes for this project is

to provide sites for the facilities, because these operators
wave to truck their helicopters to the airport. Well,

thoy don't have to. They are permitted to overnite park,

and if trucking is such an inconvenience they should move

to Lihue where hangars and spaces are available, some with
toilets and lots of security. There is a some kind of
contradiction here when the helicopter companies do not

want to be at l.ihue because security is %too much of a hassle.
T would think securitv and safety would be of utmost concern
concern to the aviation industry. Just because we're so
"countrv® out here, I don't think we should slack off in that
area. How much of a delay in an emergency is there when one has
to go to Kukui Grove to pick up personnel from the

Kauai Fire and Police Department? We can drive to Kukui Grove
in about 20 minutes. How long does it take a hellicopter to

do that distance? How often are these emergencies? I
understand that the emergencies were few like only $20,000 of
the county budget so that the fire department isn't required
to go through the bidding process %o hire a company and can
pick whomever they want.

On page 3-3 of the Draft EA it says these helicopters create a
nuisance for the surrounding neighbors and that using Port
Allen will allow them to take off and land in a less sensitive
environment. I really don't understand that statement - mus¥t
have been by someone who doesn't live in Hanapepe. They

DO land and take off at Port Allen and DO create a nuisance
now - although about Three weoeks before this public hearing
t+hey've been coming in at 1500 feat, I guess, anyway incoming




landing heights have hgen upusually high. The proposed nroject
will not help nnise nuisance for they have been flying out of

there for vears and they do not fly on specified routes as
stated in your Draft EA.

Because ©f the loncation of the Port Allen Airport - in the midst
of Salt Pond Park, Salt Pans, wWetlands, residential

parcel, historic sites and fauna, the airport should bhe
relocated to Lihue! A $10,000,000 project is slated for Lihue
Airport. Now is the time to consolidate and run the

hezlicopter operations as it should be - efficisntly, safely,

and contral over the entire cperation squitably. There

sticuld also be an airport policy for tour aircraft and
helicoptéer sightseeing activities.

How will the town benefit from the improved facilities? I'm
sure the benefit will be only to the cperators. If you're
talking &bout economically helping the town, you must make
improvements IN the town. In Hanapepe town we have a lot of
properties managed by DLNR whe has done nothing to improve
their 1pts when there were buildings, and after Hurricance
Tniki when the buildings were bulldozed. The lots are vacant
now but unkempt - a lot it does for us in ECONOMIC benefits!
The visuwal effect is devastating. Lihue town has a big
airport — and you know, evidently it's still not economically
enough. They have to have a runway expansion. Where does it
all end? (Probably on Qahu}.

The visual impact at the Port Allen Adirport with hangars
would be devastating. When you are on the shoreline lcoking to
the mountains, the view line will be awful with THIS project.
The EA report says “there will be no impact on™ DOT (section 4)
land whi¢h includes publicly owned land from a public

park, recreation park,or wildlife and waterfowl refuge of
national. state., or local significance or land of an historic
sites or national, state or local significance.

No impact is expected as a result of proposed improvement

on the 52lt Pond and Salt Pond Pans.” You have to be kidding.
The airport boundary is a kingdom within itself? This boundary
has zlready committed the most serious negative impact in this
In Chapter II, Historiec Sites, figure 2, note that the
airport boundary cut into the Salt Pans at the west end. I can't
believe @ report saying this is of no impact when the worst
transgression is the airport boundary itself. Let's not make
those ighorant mistakes anymore. The development of this
airport is a detriment. We have all these housing developments
from Kalaheo to McBryde,Eleele, Hanapepe Ciiffside I, II and
Hawaiian Homelands at the Heights, and the Enoki piece right
next to the airport. When the county develops these housing
subdivisions the natural recreational-educational area became
exceedingly important to the families, people who live, work.
and play here. We have the tide pools, and geological
formatiens.: very close to proposed facilities, they have always
been of great interest and educational value to tourists,

area.




locals and children alike The BReach Park - orly an idiot
would say there would be ro impact. We go there almost every
day - sometimes just a few minutes for a nice break or a

take out lunch. Just looking at the water is the most
healing and inexpensive way to deal with body and mind and
spirit. I don't appreciate it one bit when helicopters
come flying over SIGHTSEEING all of us at the Beach Park.

I find the vision and sense of place of the EA te be short-
sighted or having none at all. "There is no known historic
sites At the location of the proposed improvements to

Port Allen Airport. This area has been graded and it is
unlikely that significant subsurface historic sites will

be found. The project is also located away from the sandy
rorthern portion of the Ukula peninsula where it is likely

that unrecorded burials will be found. Therefore, the proposed
project will have no direct effect on significant historic
sites." How dc you know that? - You don't. You cannot
piecemeal this peninsula. The historic sites, the scenery

the coastline, the ocean, the Tide Pools, the Wetlands, the
Flora and Fauna, the Salt Pans. and The Salt Pond Beach Park,
and the view to the mountains from the shoreline are all part of
the whole and the airport does not fit in this place. The
airport should be relocated to Lihue.

Sincerely,

2y

Elsie T. Godbhey




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETAND
OIRECTOR

GOVERNOR
DEPUTY DIAECTORS

BRIAN K. MINAAL
GLENN M. QXIMOTQ

. STATE OF HAWAII ' ,
— DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
, AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
' 400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULL, HAWAI! 968131880 59.0604

— .
: September 28, 1959
i
F—- .
‘ Ms. Elsie T. Godbey
Lo P. O. Box 688

Hanapepe, Hawall 96716
[

Dear Ms. Godbey:
— Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment

_ Port Allen BRirport Proposed Improvements

T _ State Project No. AK2010-01
~ Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements at
o Port Allen Airport. Our responses to your comments are listed

below:

- The purpose of the proposed facilities, discussed in the Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) is to provide four (4) lease lots

for helicopter hangers, tie-downs for general aviation and othexr

infrastructure improvements. The proposed improvements are

— modest and will allow those airport functions currently being

_ performed off the airport to be relocated to Port Allen Airport.

' Port Allen is a public airport and the proposed improvements will

provide safe and efficient air transportation facilities for the

£lying public.

L It is agreed that helicopters can be intrusive and noisy. This

- is why the Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA)

— undertook the Hawaii State Helicopter Plan in 1989, which
includes the Helicopter Master Plan for Port Allen Airport. DOTA

' will, to the extent possible, request that the flight paths of
aircraft using Port Allen avoid noise sensitive areas. As a

- result of concerns raised at the public hearing, an additional

w Noise Study was conducted at Port Allen. The Study showed that
at the Salt Pan and the Salt Pond Park, the helicopter noise was

within the background noise levels. This Study will be included

in the Final EA.

Hana Like Nao Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha
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Ms. Elsie T. Godbey
99.0604

Page 2

port Allen provides a vital link forx West Kauai and the remainder
of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane Iniki, when

Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, it is the intention of

DOTA to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for

the public goeod. -

Relocating the present helicopter maintenance functions from
Hanapepe Town to the airport will benefit Hanapepe since it will
provide for compatible 1and usage of the helicopter maintenance

operations.

We will investigate any reasonable and feasible measure to
minimize the impact of the structures. DOTA will continue to
attempt to meet and work with the Hui Hana Paakail o Hanapepe to
develop mitigation measures for the current and future’ airport
aircraft operations. The Salt Pond Beach Park and the Port Allen
Airport have coexisted for over 50 years, and with proper
controls I believe they can centinue to coexist.

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environmental, social, and economic
consequences of the proposed improvement projects before granting
permits that allow construction to begin. This process also
assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at

Port Allen Airpoxt.

Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(808) 838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

i C:::;7" Gé:::::::::?\
E ﬁaaﬁﬁﬁfféﬁ -)fﬂ?.ﬁﬂi£53$é:7-~

\Jm&YM.ﬁﬁmm, P.E.
‘Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Rssocilates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K
AIR-L
ATIR-PM

LB:nf




P.0O. Box 688
Hanapepe, HI 96716

Februarv 23, 1998

Mr. Kazu Hayashida
Director of Transportation
869 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, HI 96813-5097

Subject: Proposed Improvements. Port Allen Airport
State Project No. AKZ2010-01

Dear Mr-. Havashida:

I am writing in response to the proposed expansion of
facilities at Burns Field on Kauai. I am very strongly
opposed to this expansion because it puts the needs and
desires of certain helicopter companies ahead of the best
interests of the community of Hanapepne and surrounding
area. Establishing hangars at Burns Field will be the end
of the peaceful area which we love. It will literally
destroy the attractiveness and therefore the economic
livelihood and income potential of this area. The correct
solution to this continuing problem is to close Burns Field
and locate all Kauai helicopter operations together at

the airport in Lihue.

I will be referring to the Draft Envirenmental Assessment
Document completed by E.K. Noda and Associates in January
of 1298, I will discuss pertinent subject areas.

COMMUNITY NEED AND RESPONSE

The project purpose is defined on page 1-2 of the Draft EA. >
It says that "during the development of the Master Plan -
in 1990, there was considerable -opposition to expansion of

the use of the airport. However, since that time there

has been some support for such expansion. Therefore,

this study is to fill the nzeds of the existing helicopter

companies."

There has been strong opposition to use of this airport from
the start. That is why the restriction was placed on the
two helicopter companies that they cannot have hangars on
Burns Field, but must trailer their helicopters to and fron
this field. Both Interisland Helicopters and Bali Hai
Helicopters agreed to these terms. However, ever since,
Interisland Helicopters has been trying to throw out their
agreement and have their helicopters sited in hangars at
Burns Field. This shows that they must not have negotiated

in good faith.

The subject purpose is to "fill the needs of the axisting




helicopter companijes" That is obviously the case, and it
will subjert the Hanapepe area to increased adverse impacts in

many areas, primarily noise.

Page 2-4 of the Draft EA raport states that “any increase in
operations will be caused by an increase in helicopter tours.”
This is illogical and circular reasoning. First, the hangars
are only to meet the needs of the existing helicopter
companies. Then, increases in operations will be in response
to increases in heliconter tours. At this rate, helicopter
operations could increase without limit.

SALT PONDS

Page 1-2 of the Draft EA states that "since the Salt Ponds
are being transferred to the control of the DLNR, therefore
they are considered to be outside the area of the Port Allen
Airport." This is a travestv because it will allow a great
increase in helicopter flights which will adversely affect
the Salt Ponds, and Salt Pond Park and surrounding area. This
entire area must be preserved as a whole.

SEARCH AND RESCUE

A letter in the Draft EA by Curtis and Bonnie Lofstedt, owners
of Island Helicopters. Inc., states "It has been stressed by
everyone concerned that the reasorn InterlIsland Helicopters
should be allowed permanent facilities at the Burns Field
airport is because he performs rescue operations for both

the Fire and Policc Departments." They disagree with this
reason because they state that rescue helicopters have to

go to Lihue to pick up rescue personnel, and then fly

to the rescue scene. Thus, it obviously would make better
sense for the rescue helicopters to be located in Lihue.

AIRPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT LIHUE

There is adequate space provided for all helicopter companies
at the airport in Lihue. However, the operators of helicopter
companies in Lihue have to pay far more in rent and fees than
do the two companies located at Burns Field. This gives the
companies at Port Allen Airport an enormous financial
advantage. This creates a pressure which will cause more
helicopter companies to request to locate at Burns Field.
Contained in the Draft EA is a letter from Will Sqyrers
Helicopter Tours to locate at Burns Field, and undoubtedly
there will be many more such requests due to the economic
imbalance. Even if a limit is set that no more than the

two companies presently using Burns Field will be allowed,
this won't work either. Other helicopter companies will
simply bring customers to Burns Field by van, and then
have helicopters fly in from Lihue to pick them up. The

noise and volume will become extreme. You cannot artificially
control a market, because someone will always find a way to




get around it.

INTERISLAND HELICOPTERS

InterIsland Helicopters has

other unfair advantages over other helicopter companies.
They have enjoyed exclusive government contracts to perform

Besides the economic imbalance,

marijuana eradication, search and rescue, training for fire and
police department personnel, and landing where other helicopter
companies are not allowed to land.

Helicopter companises doing tours on Kauai are not supposed

to land during the tour around the island, with the possible
excption of landing on private property with the property
owner's permission. However,Pacific Connections, the Fall 1997
magazine of Hawailian Airlines savs on page 30 "Every passenger
gets a windowseat on Air-1 Inter-Island's helicopter tours, and
D'Attilic lays claim to the only remote landing site by a
waterfall on the Garden Island". And, The Ultimate Kaua'i
Guidebook, Second Edition. 1997. states on
page 120: "Qur personal favorite is Interisland. They have the
coolest helicopter trip on the island. It almost belongs in
the Adventure section. When you get into the Hughes from
Hanapepe's Port Allen Airport (a good take—off point), the first
thing you notice is that the doors are off. During the flight,
near the center of the of island, they do something no one

else was doing at press time-they LAND at the totally
inaccessible 300 foot high Hinalele Falls."®

It is quite apparent that Interlsland Helicopters constantly
breaks the rules.

Also, helicopter companies based at Burns Field can operate
with little or no FAA supervision, because Hanapepe is so
far from the main Kavai airport at Lihue.

EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Tourists consistently state that what they like most about

the westside of Kauai is the peace and quiet. However, there
is already too much noise caused by helicopters in the Salt
Pans, Salt Pond Park, and Hanapepe area, and it is constantly
increasing. The impact of helicopter noise and overflights

is rapidly destroying the beauty and desirability of this
place. Also, at the hearing on February 17, the noise impact
study was seriously challenged. Margy Parker stated that she
remembers the weekend the noise study was done, there was very
little helicopter activity, compared to normal. The reason she
remembers is that it rained that weekend, and that was

her birthday, making it very easy to remember.

Hanapepe and the westside community have consistently been
opposed to helicopter operations at Burns Field. 8ut, Island




Helicopters noted in their letter in the Draft EA that many

of the people who spoke in favor of the expansion at the 1990
meeting regarding the development of the Master Plan had

clear conflicts of interest, and therefore their testimony
should not be considered valid. Many of them were either
employees or relatives of employvees of Interisland Helicopters,
or Fire Department or Police Department or other government
agency personnel, involved in the exclusive contracts enjoyed

by Interisland Helicopters.

The letter from Island Helicopters in the Draft EA states

+hat if the move of hangars to Burns Field is allowed, this
will result in at least 100 takeoffs and landings a day on the
average, and on busy good weather days, the number will be
three or more times that. Can you imagine 300 or 400 flights

a day over Burns Field, Salt Pond Pak and Hanapepe? That would

be horrendous!

THE ABOVE REASONS SHOW WHY THIS EXPANSION SHOULD DEFINITELY
NOT BE ALLOWED;

It would ruin the small town atmosphere of the westside,

and cater to the exclusive and unfair interests of certain
helicopter companies. while destroying the sacred trust which
we all have to preserve this earth for future generations.

The only reasonable and logical solution to this problem is

to require Interisland Helicopters and Bali Hai Helicopters
to move to Lihue Airport with all the other helicopter
companies. It is extremely important that this be accomplished

before it is too late, and our environment is ruinsd.
Thank vou for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Thomas N. Godb®é




BEMJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

CEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAA
GLENN M. CKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAI o
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0605

HONOLULL), HAWAII 96819-1880

September 28, 1999

Mr. Thomas N. Godbey
P. O. Box 688
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Mr. Godbey:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvement
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you'for your letter regarding the proposed improvements at
port Allen Airport. We have considered your comments and we have
1imited our answers below to the Draft Environmental

aAssessment (ER):

port Allen Airport provides a vital 1ink to West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Tniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, the
Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA) will
continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

The purpose of the proposed improvements, as discussed in the
Draft (EA), is to provide four (4) lease lots for helicopter
hangers, tie-downs for general aviation and other infrastructure
improvements. The proposed improvements are modest and will
21low those airport functions currently peing performed off the
airport to be relocated to Port Allen Rirport with room for
modest expansion. Port Allen is a public airport and the
proposed improvements will provide safe and efficient air
transportation facilities for the flying public. The proposed
improvements are modest in nature as compared to previously
propose developments and are supported by a portion of the
community and government.

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Waorking Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Mr. Thomas N. Godbey AIR-P
Page 2 99.0605

As stated in the Draft EA the proposed improvements will allow
the present operators to relocate the&ir maintenance hangers to
the airport and provide for modest growth in the future. As
stated, if the demand for helicopter tour services increases, it
will be the result of other economis demands.

We have recognized the unique historic value of the Salt Ponds
and undertook the actions necessary to transfer the Salt Ponds
from DOTA to the Department of Land and Ngtural Resources (DLNR)
for their control and management. POTA will meet and work with
the Hui Hana Paakai o Hanapepe to develop mitigation measures for

the current and future airport operations.

rport and DOTA cannot

Port Allen Airport is a public ai . ]
£t or helicopters from using the

discriminate against other aircra
airport. Other helicopter companies can now operate out of Port
Allen Airport, but have chosen not t©. At this time we have
received only two (2) requests for Rangers at Port Allen. It 1s
our intention to allow only hangers at those sites indicated in
the EA. DOTA will, to the extent pessible, request that the
flight paths of aircraft using Port Allen avoid noise sensitive
areas in the Hanapepe community. oOuf projections for future

operations at Port Allen are included in the Draft EA and we do

not agree with some of the projections of aircraft operations

proposed by other public members.

The Salt Pond Park, the Salt Pond Pans and Port Allen Airport
have coexisted for over 50 years and I believe with the proper

controls, they can continue to coexist.

f an EA is to allow government to give systemic

The purpose © .
and economic

consideration to the environmental, Social, a .
consequences of the proposed improvement projects before granting

permits that allow constructionr to pegin. This process also
assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over
Port Allen Airport.

the proposed improvements at




Mr. Thomas N. Godbey AIR-P
Page 3 99,0605

Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(s08) 838-8821 to clarify questions you may have.

Sincerely,

e S e e

-JERRY M. MATSUDR, P.E.
\Adrports Administrator

¢: Edward XK. Noda and Associlates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
be: AIR-K

AIR-L

AIR-PM

LB:nft
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BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
GOVERNCA

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

OEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P

400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0606
HONOLULU, HAWAII 86819-1830

. ' September 28, 1999

Ms. Dorothea Hayashi
P. 0. Box 76
Hanapepe, Hawaiili 96716

Dear Ms. Hayashi:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Propcsed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport. The Department of Transportation, Airports
Division (DOTA) recognized the historic value of Port Allen
Airport and contracted with the International Archaeological
Research Institute, Inc. (IARII) to conduct an archaeological,
historic and cultural survey of the Port Allen ARirport environs.
At the public informational meeting held in August 13, 1937, a
concern was raised about Native Hawaiian Burials, by

Ms. Wilma Holi and Ms. Emma DeCosta on the Ukula Peninsula. As a
result of that concern, we directed Dr. Thomas S. Dye, Ph.D.

of IARII to contract and interview Ms. Holi and Ms. DeCosta of
Hanapepe on the historic significance of the Peninsula. The
result of these interviews are in the Appendix of the Draft
Environmental Assessment (ER), An Assessment of Historic
Preservation Issues, Hanapepe, Kona, Kauai.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the DOTA, to continue to operate Port Allen Airport
for the public good.

DOTA recognizes the unique historic value of the Salt Ponds and
undertook the actions necessary to transfer the Salt Ponds from
DOTA to the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) for
their control and management. DOTA will meet and work with the

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Ms. Dorothea Hayashi AIR-P
99.0606

Page 2 e

Hui Hana Paakai o Hanapepe to develop mitigation measures for the
current and future operations. The Salt Ponds and the Port Allen
Airport have coexisted for over 50 years and with proper "y
controls, I believe they can continue to coexist. 1

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environmental, social, and economic
consequences of proposed improvement projects before granting '
permits that allow construction to begin. This process also

assures the public the right to participate in the planning Bt
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you .
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at

Port Allen Airport. e

If you have other concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at 838-8821.

E-i

*

Sincerely,

el |
/} j’ . B s
y - './.. ..’..-." o e f/‘f\ P .
,~JERRY M, MATSUDR, P.E. )
 Alrports Administrator =

[

¢: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
4y

bc: AIR-K : .
AIR-L
AIR-PM oy

LEB:nf




PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -

(frec  HikRANO 5/ 4/98
NAME DATE /
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:

| THpi THAT INTEEL (1SLAMD 'Aéé‘dzca?’%étr
<tu/n Bs _ARLE Ao OPEFATE JoTt o+
Pren~nS et D

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
© State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAL K. MINAAI
GLENN M, OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 AODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 AIR-P
HONOLULU, HAWAII 956819-1880 9 9 ) 593

September 27, 1589

Mr. Greg Hirano
Dear Mr. Hirano:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements

State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

T appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (8p8) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,
M. MATSUDAj .
ts Administratoxr

¢: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




: PORT ALLEN AIRPORT oL
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - .
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS ST

ST eten frrnemo 2/ 7 1

NAME ' oA
HAMAG 2007 pmyuT
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION e
) Fi€ (aCo: Z:nwae
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENTS/REQUEST: . .
K For. Tnter Aslind y
T Groeps O pad O | Burrn frelds !
Hdoemms  Siw€L ) we Cd/?/’/pm/-e;q L
2/ rade | Gpesatirsg Yy Yy
[y /4 (4 V Yy ' /

-—

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
* State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETAND
GOVERNOR KAZ%IEQ;‘:)SHHIDA |
DEPLUTY DIRECTCRS s
BAIAN K. MINAAI i
GLENN M, OKIMOTO '
[ =]
STATE OF HAWAII !
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P Bt
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 ;
HONOLULY, HAWAT 96819-1880 85.0593 !
[ =Y
September 27, 1593 .
-8
1
Mr. Steven Hirano
Kauvai Screen Prints B
3116 Hoolako Street, Building G .
; Lihue, Hawaii 96766
! £
; Dear Mr. Hirano:
Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airxrport Proposed Improvements 8-
State Project No. AK2010-01 "y
Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft By
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed .
improvements is appreciated. ‘
Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the -
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane "
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division B
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the 1
| public good.
I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the ' v}
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to .
clarify any questions you may have.
.81
Sipcerely,
Y AR X
) ﬂte,{a«aé/ .
|
Y M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator !
c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii) '
L )
bec: AIR-K; -L; -PM
|

LB:nf ' yoi

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha i
Working Together to Provide Galeways of Aloha




- PORT ALLEN AIRPORT S
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - .
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS .

MARTY WO EEMAMD 2-/ 20/ I
NAME . DATE
VWIEST SiDE” ACTIVITIES i
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ,
Po. Bow 9>
ADDRESS .
L AwA) UL GE2¢6s” _
CITY < ' . STATE z1p CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:
Axtacdso —
Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolule, Hawaii 96819-1880

Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998,




2/20/98
Mr. Matsuda,

I have operated an activity desk at Waimea Plantation Cottages for the past 3 years. As
is the case with many other businesses on Kauai's west side, it has been a struggle. But

we have managed to stay afloat and have provided jobs to several individuals who would B
otherwise be forced to collect welfare.

The visitors staying on the west side prefer boating excursions and air tours departing b

from west side locations to avoid the 11/2 hour trave] time to and from Lihue. Because ‘

of this approximately 80% of our guests choose to fly from Burns field in Hanapepe.

Currently there are no facilities at Burns field to provide rest rooms, shelter, or -
‘ information to our visitors coming from Waimea. Facilities are desperately needed to

provide our guests with a quality experience that will Jeave them with a good feeling s
about our island and its aloha toward our visitors,

I am in support of the plan to aliow this minor development at Burns field. It would

allow small businesses like mine to continue to operate and provide desperately needed e
jobs here on the west side.

In addition to the economic reasons for allowing this airport plan are safety concerns to [1
the community. Currently rescues are delayed because helicopters, rescue and fire ’
fighting equipment are not located at the airport. This delay could be the difference

between life and death, and major property loss. Having all of the equipment at the .
airfield and available only makes common sense. H

6.4
I urge you to approve this plan.

Sincerely, 2

m ! ; ’5 T

[ A

Marty Hoffman et
P.O. Box 793 ‘

Lawai, HI 96765




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOA

KAZU HAYASHIDA
CIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS

BRIAN KX MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII

_ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION iN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONOLULY, HAWAII 56812-1880

September 27, 1999

Mr. Marty Hoffman
West Side Activities
P. 0. Box 793

Lawai, Hawaii 96765

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Alrports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the
public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Englneer at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

si ‘rely, .

JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Admlnlstrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO KAZU HAYASHIDA
GOVERNCR DIRECTOR
CEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI

GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII ,
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION ATR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0608

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

Septembexr 28, 1989

Mr. Nolan Holi
P, O. Box 621
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Mr. Holi:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements to
Port Allen Airport. The responses to your comments are listed

below:

We will revise the Fauna Section to reflect your comments on the
Hawaiian Stilt (Aeo), Hawaiian Coot (Alae keokeo), Black-Crowned
Night-Heron (Aukuu) and the Koloa.

Our Draft Environmental Assessment (EA} dealt with the traffic
caused by the proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. It is
probable that the proposed new housing in the Hanapepe community -
may cause traffic in the area to increase; however, no additional
traffic is expected to be generated by the airport improvements.

The Department of Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA) will,
to the extent possible, request that the flight paths of aircraft
using Port Allen avoid noise sensitive areas, including the Salt
Ponds. It is understood that any such flight patterns would have
to be voluntary on the part of the aircraft operators. &As a
result of concerns raised at the public hearing an additional
Noise Study was conducted at Port Allen. The Study showed that -
at the Salt Pans and the Salt Pond Park, the helicopter noise was
within the background noise levels. This Study will be included
in the Final EA.

Hana Like Nu Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Mr. Nolan Holi AIR-P
Page 2 $9.0608

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environmental, social, and economic
consequences of proposed improvement projects before granting
permits that allow construction to begin. This process also
assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning
Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to clarify any gquestions you may

have.

Sincerely,

JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K
ATIR-TI,
AIR-PM
LB:nf




PUBLIC TESTIMONY IN RESPONSE TO THE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

PORT ALLEN AIRPORT .
STATE PROJECT NO. AK2010-01

Feb. 19, 1998
Eleele School Cafetorium

Good evening. My name is Wilma Holi. I've lived most of my life in Hanapepe and on
my maternal side have generational ties to this community. | speak on behalf of my
family. We are also represented by legal counsel, and through our attorney, additional
comments will be submitted. Thank you for this opportunity to respond to the Draft EA.

* The Draft EA contains statements that supports the idea that the
proposed improvements will have a beneficial impact on the
community by relocating airport functions, mainly the helicopter
operators, from Hanapepe Town to the airport. (1-2; etc.)

This is far from the truth. I have been involved in discussions over the years over the
issue of improving and developing the Burns Field for helicopter operations versus
relocation of all helicopter operations to Lihue Airport.

Helicopter operations out of Burns Field created its share of negative impact. The
takeoffs and landings occur in an area that is heavily used for recreational activities,
and for me and my family, a place where we gather to sustain our sense of cultural and
spiritual connectedness. The noise from the operations intrudes upon the ambience
that is desired.

The flight pattern (takeoffs) occur over the salt pans and the beach park, contrary to the
flight pattern contained in the draft EA.

We agree that the repair and maintenance operations in its present location is not
suitable, and if it is non-conforming use, than relocate to Lihue Heliport where existing
facilities are adequate.

* Dust nuisance (3-3; 4-7)

The dust that is stirred up on the perimeter road on the east side of the airfield doesn't
have a negative impact on salt making activity. The proximity of the road and the trade
wind blows the dust away from the salt pans. The dust problem is created with the
down wash from the propellers of the military helicopter as it lands and takes-off from
the airfield. Dust is a problem in the salt-making area, but this is attributed to the loose
dirt and the foot traffic, and the strong winds.




« No Nene have been sighted (4-13: 4.10.1)

| Nene geese were sighted in the area during the salt-making season (summer 1997)

and during the wet season (fall/winter 1997-98).

« DOTA storage shed(2-3)

The draft makes mention of a DOTA storage shed north of the road. If it means in the
immediate area, then this is in error. There is no facility on the airfield site. If the
statement refers to the state and county base yard, then so state it. Otherwise, it is
misleading as it implies that there is some facility at Burns Field, thus qualifying as an

airport.
e Some of the helicopter flights are of emergency basis (4-3)

Statistical data is needed to support this assertion. Where is the emergency? Where is
the rescue crew from? The frequency that these emergency flights cccur?

= Any increase in operations at Burn Field would be caused by
independent economic demand, such as an increase in tourist
oriented helicopter tours. (2-4; letter from Will Squyres, etal)

In the Draft EA helicopter operators presently situated at the Lihue heliport submitted
letters stating their desire to conduct operations from Burns Field. In addition, it was
stated at the Aug. 13, 1997 informational meeting, that all permitted operators can
relocate to Burns Field if they so choose. It was implied that the operators want to fly
out of Burns Field, however, due to the position that DOTA took to improve the Lihue
facilities, and not have any improvements at Burns Field, they remain at the Lihue
facility. If and when, the improvements are made at Burns Field, the opportunity to
relocate is a possibility, and the migration will occur. Also, at this same meeting, it was
said that the relocated operators would erect their own facility. This leads me to
believe that there will be a tremendous increase in operations. A possibility that is not
adequately addressed in the Draft EA. The forecast (2-4) is not a true reflection of the

increase due to the improvements.

The analogy here is that: what the boating industry is to the North shore, the helicopter
operations will be to the BurnsField and surrounding communities.

* No effect on scenic vistas or view planes (6-3)

Presently, there are no facilities on the Puolo Peninsula. There is an unobstructed
view of the coastline and the mountains in the background. Of course with the facilities
that will be built on the airport site, it will have a negative impact of the scenic vistas
and view planes. Landscaping will not the mitigate the problem.

)

Pyt

[ ]




* Induced Social Impacts; Existing Conditions (4-6:4.4.1)

Paragraph with emphasis on:
The proposed facilities are to support those aviation operators which are

currently operating out of Port Allen Airport and in Hanapepe Town.
The proposed project is designed to accommodate the present helicopter

operators and allow for limited growth of airport facilities in the future.
These statements summarizes the purpose of this Draft EA.

In conclusion, there are too many mitigating situations that are not adequately
addressed, and we reject the Draft EA and the Negative Declaration. To mitigate the
negative impact, it has been, and it continues to be our position, that these operations
be relocated to the existing heliport facilities at the Lihue Airport. The position to
relocate is reasonable and appropriate, in light of the negative impact continued
operations have had in the Burns Field and surrounding communities.
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNCA

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M, QKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAIl i
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION ATR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 39.0 609

HONQLULU, HAWAIL 56815-1880

September 28, 19993

Ms. Wilma Holl
P. 0. Box 621
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Ms. Holi:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Improvement Project
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comments regarding the proposed improvements
for the Dort Allen Airport. We have considered your comments and
our responses will deal only with those comments concerning the

praft Environmental Assessment (EA) .

The purpose of the proposed improvements, as discussed in the
Draft EA, is to provide four (4) lease iots for helicopter
hangers, tie-downs for general aviation and other infrastructure
improvements. The proposed improvements are modest and will
allow those airport functions currently being performed off the
airport to be relocated to Port Allen Airport and allow for some

future growth.

port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shut down. Therefore, the
Department of Transportation, Aixports Division (DOTA) will
continue to operate Port Allen for the public good.

As part of the proposed improvements, a portion of the access
road to the peninsula will be paved to help control dust. We
Tealize that this will not control all the dust. It is our
understanding that the military helicopters who use Port Allen do
so usually on a emergency basis and for occasional training
missions. We will have our Kauai Airport District Manager work

with the Military users to develop procedures to minimize the

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
Waorking Together 1o Provide Gateways of Aloha




Ms. Wilma Holi AIR-P
Page 2 99.0609

impact to the community. But, we must recognize that during
emergency missions dugt contxrol becomes a Secondafy
consideration. Since Port Allen is unmanned, we do not have
accurate counts of actuval air traffic or emergency traffiec.
However, the present usSage is sufficient to continue to maintain

the airport for the public good.

Since the proposed improvements will serve the present helicopter

operators at Port Allen airxport, no increase in operations is

anticipated. However, in the future, there could be outside

factors which could increase airport operations.

ighting of Nene geese at Port Allen during

We will include your 5 : :
he wet season ( fall/wintexr) of ]1597-58 1in

the summer 1997, and £
the Final ERA.

torage shed and a Terminal Building on the
north side of the airfield road which runs to the beach. These
facilities were demolished before the Draft EBD was published.
The Final EA will be corrected.

a% plane of Port Allen Airport will be
with landscaping, some of the obstruction

DOTA formélly had a s

It is agreed the visu
obstructed; however,
will mitigated.

appendix E, of the praft EA, entitled “Port Allen Airport
Improvements An Assesshent of Historic Preservation Issues, dated
December 1597," recognized the cultural aspects of the Ukula
Peninsula. DOTA will insure access to all residents which desire
to use the peninsula £0r native gathering or other cultural uses.

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systematic
consideration to environmental, social, and economic conseguences
of a proposed improvement project before granting the permits
that allow construction to begin. This process also assures the
public the right to participate in the planning process that may

affect the community.
your concerns oOver the propose

I appreciate the time you took to express
d improvements.

bt

"




Ms. Wilma Heoli
—_ Page 3

Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(808) 838-8821 to clarify any other questions you may have.

Lo incerely,

{_.JERRY M. MATSUD

y — N . . !
ot Airport Administrator
¥ l:)
? ¢: EBEdward K. Noda & Associates (B. Ishii)
i
oo
; i be: AIR-K
! AIR~L
AIR-PM
LB:nf
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TESTIMONY, BURNS AIRFELD, HANAPEPE
by Arius Hopman, 808.-335-0227
PO Box 1032, Hanapepe, HI 96718

1 am strenuously opposed to the expansion of Burns Alrfield for commercial use for the
foliwilg reasons:
-—Thete are akready far too many helicopter flights over Kaualiil
—Helicopters expioit the publicly hefd trust asset:the natural beauty and
serentty of this island at the public's expenss, at the expense of the very beauty

expanse.
—Noise poliution Is one of the most abnoxious forms of pofiution because one
c&matescapeitorevenmmﬂomam'shome!

—Helicopter companies have a vested intarest and therefore greed incentive to
keep expanding their operations. Private citizens gain no money by resisting
expioitation; they are simpty taking personal responsibility for the Integrity of the
island. Unsustainable expansion by money Interests must stop! Sych
expansion is NOTwmebaantarestofmeganerarpubﬁcf

—The Salt Pond area has two uses that have HISTORICAL precedence and
are In confict with the helicoptar operations:

1) the Traditional Hawalian sals-making area. THIS IS THE LAST
TRADITIONAL SALT-MAKING AREA LEFT IN ALL OF HAWAII. ALL THE
OTHERS HAVE BEEN DISPLACED BY "PROGRESS". THIS IS ABSOLUTELY
UNACCEPTABLE! The runoff from the alrstrip flows directly into the salt-making
area. This means that any asphait, apiits, pofiution, garbage, fitth etc. in the
funway area ends up in the salt for human consumption,
2) The Szt Pond Park is DIRECTLY impacted by helicoptar nolse Immediately
adjacent to the park. Helicopters frequently overtly the park. Any nolse or
overfiights shatter the serentty of the park. THIS IS THE ONLY PARK FOR
RESIDENTS FROM ELE ELE, ELE ELE NANI, HANAREPE AND HANAPEPE
HEIGHTS. (T IS ALSO A PUBLIC CAMP GROUND AND IS VERY ACTIVELY
USED.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Consolidate ALL helicopter flights to the Lihue Airport. Helicopters at Hanapepe and
Princevitte are unnecessartly disturbing to local residents and have an unfair
advantage to the decent and orderly heficopters that fly out of Lihue, Hanapepe
reskients should have a right to decide about what goes on at the airstrip adjacent to
their own park!

2. Put a moratorium on all new heticopter filghts and siowly reduce the number of
fights. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!

3. Create no-fly zones over ail residential areas

4. Create a no-fly time on the weekends: local residents should have the PUBLIC




RIGHT TO ENJOY THEIR ISLAND AT LEAST TWO DAYS OUT OF THE WEEK
WITHOUT THE CONSTANT RACKET OF HELICOPTERS! Why should helicopters be
a#lowedtoworkmnm-yoneelseistak!ng a break? Especialy the remote
wildernoss arsas are spolfed by helicopter racket, and peaceful weeketds
are the most likely times that local rasidents will be able to enjoy their wildemass!

taxed accordingly, and the tax money should be mada avallable for environmental
defense, since there Is no economic Incentive now to defend the envaronment.

€. ALL helicopters should be IDENTIFIABLE from the ground with two or three LARGE
LETTERS on the underbelly of the craft, This is the most basic safety measure and
common courtesy that is assumed with any other vehicles (licanse plates). Helicopters
get away with murder because they know they can usually not be identified from the
ground. Those small numbers on the tall are OBVIOUSLY not encugh.

7. IF helicopters are aftowed to continue at Bumns Alrstrip, they should be limited to the
existing number of flights per weokday and prohibited on the weekends.

k]




KAZU HAYASHIDA

.. BENJAMINJ. CAYETANC
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION )
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99,0610

HONQLULUY, HAWAII 96815-1880

October 6, 1999

Mr. Arius Hopman
P. 0. Box 1032
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716

Dear Mr. Hopman:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements at
Port Allen Rirport. We have considered your comments and our

answers are listed below:

We are very much concerned over the benefits and deficits of the
helicopter industry in Hawaii which is why the Department of
Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA), undertoock the Hawaii
State Helicoptex System Plan in 1989. By no means did this plan
solve the helicopter problem in Hawaii, but was a first step for
DOTA to attempt to resolve the helicopter problem within our
jurisdiction. It is agreed that a better system of identifying
helicopters is needed.

Port Allen provides a vital link for West Kauai and the remainder
of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane Iniki when
Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, DOTA will continue to
maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public good.

DOTA is responsible for the planning, design, construction,
operation and maintenance of the State Airports System. The
Federal Aviation Administration is responsible for the control of
the aircraft in flights. Under the federal system, the State
airports have to be open for use by all aviators. However, with
the proposed improvement to Port Allen Airport, DOTA will, to the
extent possible, request that the operators develop flight
patterns which avoid noise sensitive areas. DOTA will also meet
with the Hui Hana Paakai o Hanapepe to develop mitigation

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Mr. Arius Hopman
Page 2
October 6, 1999

measures for the current and future airport aircraft operations.
The Salt Pond Park, the Salt Pans and Port Allen Airport have
coexisted for over 60 years and with proper controls I believe

they can continue to coexist.

The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government
to give systemic consideration to the environmental, social, and
economic consequences of proposed improvement projects before
granting permits that allow coristruction to begin. This process
21so assures the public the right to participate in the planning
process that may affect the community. I appreciate the time you
took to express your concerns over the proposed improvements at

Port Allen Airport.

Please contact Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at
(808)838-8821 to clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Gy Tn It

JERRY A#1. MATSUDA,
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)




March 9, 1998

Jerry Matsuda
Administrator, Airport

Airport Division

Sir,
As a buisiness person in this area, I am in favor

of limited use (3) as orginally propossd.
The buisineass they generate in this arsa is healthful
for service industry such as ours (orchids). Also, the

Stats of Hawaii should foster this type of activities in

time of sconomic slumpe.
The two companies in this area should be given tha

chancs to continus their buisiness so as not to.zoncentratea

all helicopter venture in Lihue.

Sincarely,
’ﬁifgx fowrr

uwers Uast




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANO
OIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII : _
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION iN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION

400 RODGEAS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 AIR-P
HONOQLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880
h 819 99.0593

September 27, 1588

Mr. Ralph Ishikawa
P, 0. Box 7
Eleele, Hawaii 96705

Dear Mr. Ishikawa:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your suppoxrt for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Tniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any gquestions you may have.

Sipetrely,

‘z:;-v--r

. Y M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

¢: Edward XK. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

bec: AIR-K; -L; -PM

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aleha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




N R

(

e

PORT ALLEN AIRPORT L
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - "
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -

X/ &

NAME DATE

WESTERN MOTORS 353vigs, rim
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS
 Agana AL AL 9632/ b
CITY : STATE ZIP CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:

NN TN Lo CEN pppors I e e EpTS AT gy ,—/‘5’10

/’(uw&( ﬂ@o&/@u — Wl Fera %é@ xQme

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
" State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu Intemational Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998,




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR CIAECTOR .
CEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAA| !
GLENN M, OKIMOTO
[ 41
]
STATE OF HAWAI IN REPLY REFER TO:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION T e
AIRPORTS DIVISION ATIR-P .
400 AQDGERS SBOULEVARD, SUITE 700 -
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96815-15880 99.0593
Bk
|
September 27, 1999
T~

Western Motors Service, Inc.
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716 i

Gentlemen:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements .
State Project No. AK2010-01 a

Thank you for your comment on the Port allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support £Or the proposed 24
improvements is appreciated.

: Port Allen Airport provides a vital l1link for West Kauai and the i
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane .
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the o

intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
| to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the o
| public good. X

I appreciate the time you took to express Your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact

Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have. o)

ncerely,

'JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E. .
Airports Administrator -

i
I

;

l

f c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii) L
i be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

i

|

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
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PORT ALLEN AIRPORT :
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT -
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -

Anntre 10 Laidid, 2oly/ 7€

NAME DATE

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

_Po Boy slea.

M 4 areg

STATE ZIp CODE

COMMENTS/REQUEST:
e QJWW I moxle fs8

MHel cople, foraen . b The mﬁoﬁf:

. el az/w 4?//R/ oRT

S éqM Salt M alp

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
" State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu Intemational Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




KAZU HAYASHIDA

BENJAMIN J, CAYETANG
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 ROOGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99 .0593

HONOLULU, HAWAI! 56819-1880

September 27, 15389

Ms. Annie X. Kanahele
P. O. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 96768

Dear Ms. Kanahele:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements

State Project No. AK201l0-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder. of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns Over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Rirport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (g80o8) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,
GhArs i L @

g %
,.ﬁg?na. MA'T)SUDA\,' D.E.

‘AiYports Administrator
c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf
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PORT ALLEN AIRPORT ..
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - -,
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS T

Briwnd. B Homahide 3ft/2¢

NAME ' DATE
\ .
COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

YO Bx. 156 -

ADDRESS -
Margels AL 6767
CITY STATE ZIP CODE

COMMENTS/REQUEST

-Qr tnler 15’44/\4‘ 'L)LLLGQPQ.QVS
m.oum.a, Hosee thin  Hanger anel o Fen
Jo 'J’Qu- L\pu/v—@/&zrza ﬂ«roorff" b—bdazul-’:.n_ o

U)UW b-b Qooé& For '@WCMC/_/) e t/
b Toseie balh  cooetd de Lellor

beoyise 1¥s C[ase/f L0 Vhe pretor”
Yo U, it  ir e=se of Kescie o+~
ﬂwga%e;r/ eV

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
" State of Hawaii, Depa.rtment of Transportation, Airports Division

Honolulu International Airport
400 Redgers Boulevard, Suite 700

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J, CAYETAND
vy yaastion
DEPUTY DIRECTORS o
BRIAN K. MINAAL
GLENN M. OKIMOTO !
i
STATE OF HAWAII ’
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P [
400 ARODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONOLULY, HAWAII 95319-1880 )
September 27, 1999 =
+
[ o)

Mr. Bernard 0. KXanahele
P. O. Box 156 -
Makawali, Hawali 96765 -,
Dear Mr. Kanahele: -

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed -
improvements is appreciated. ‘ X

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane -
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the 5

intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good. .
I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the .
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to ot
clarify any questions you may have.

« }
%inéerely, -

E ‘
f égggi?m. MATSUDA, P.E. )

Airports Administrator
FYel]

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

! be: AIR-K; -L; -PM -
|

; LB:nf o
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L 1)

Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




‘ PORT ALLEN AIRPORT _
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT -
PUBLIC BEARING COMMENTS )

Viane . 'Ka,m_;l:d,a z/t/ags

NAME _ DATE
Wikaw, sahes! vn  KeKahg
COMPANY/ORGANIZATICN '

?O BDX 1§~ , |
Maaonld IR 10767

CITY . STATE ZIP CODE
COMMENTS/REQUEST:

T am  Sov ke  iolana l/xn.lx'e.o? Yous, \{La«ict.e,r
Mouvr nq ~[—0 MMW "’p ort lq/nc,n By ‘

Detacor ok, much P T

inler  15)and 1O e Nae a Lmargen & lat )

or a_ Yeseuwe Qall  Hhaf %’ Wae,

i, M(L@pjﬂ_lfs Wé’ he Qm,bﬂ- tulm

‘@V' e e a\_eu{u, dhe Cﬂa/l(

Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
" State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu Intemational Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880 . -

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANG
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO '

STATE OF HAWAII '

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION [N REPLY REFERTO:
AIRPORTS DiVISION AIR-P e
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONQLULU, HAWAII 96813-1880

September 27, 1989

Ms. Diane H. Kanahele

Niihau School in Kekaha
P. 0. Box 156 »y
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Ms. Kanahele:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment i
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01 £y

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the

remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane g
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the T
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division

to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the %

public good.

1

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
Proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to ¢
clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely, ri
r .
e = ¥
LA /451 PO o o '
g o UL D -
P, R +
JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E, i)
Airports Administrator '

- €: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)

be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf
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. PORT ALLEN AIRPORT S
' DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT .
’"" PUBLIC BEARING COMMENTS o
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; Please send to: Mr. Jerry M., Matsuda, P.E.,, Airports Administrator
P " State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
L Honolulu Intemnational Airport
! 400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700 )
’ Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880 -

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BEMNJAMIN J, CAYETANC
GOVERNOR

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

CEPUTY CIRECTORS
BRIAN K, MINAAI
GLENN M, OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

September 27, 1955

Mr. Donald H. Xanahele
P. 0. Box 262
Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Mr. Kanahele:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port ARllen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed

improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention' of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808} 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have. .

Sincerely,

' A% //61\;)ﬁﬁyt@£hu1“u
/

JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
be: AIR-X; -L; -PM
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PORT ALLEN AIRPORT

_ DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - . '
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -~
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Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E,, Airports Administrator

" . State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu Intemnational Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

‘Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNGA

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ¥4 REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 99.0593

HONOLULU, HAWAIL 96819-1830

September 27, 1999

Mr. George Kanahele
Makaweli, Hawaii 9567653

Dear Mr. Kanahele:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

*

Sincerely,

R
%%A’LWM
Ry Y M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Ajrports Administrator

¢: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B.Ishii)
be: AIR-K; -L; -PM

LB:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aluha
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- PORT ALLEN AIRPORT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS
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Please send to é erry M. Mazgda ,LI;QEZT: Its Adm*;u tor

- State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Dwxslon

Honolulu International Airport
L 400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880 L&

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998,




KAZU HAYASHIDA
DrRECTOR

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANG
GOVERNOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI y
GLENN M. QKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN REPLY REFERTO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P o
400 AODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 98,0616 '
HONOLULY, HAWAIL 96819-1880
October 6, 1999 .
1
[ Y
i}
B
Ms. Carecl T. Kanna .
P, O. Box 230
Hanapepe, Hawaii 96716-0230 —
Dear Ms. Kanna: -
Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment o
Port Allen Alrport Proposed Improvements .
State Project No. AK2010-01
Py
Thank you for your written comment for the Port Allen Airport .
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA). Your support for the '
proposed improvements is appreciated. Port Allen Airport "
provides a vital link for West Kaual and the remainder of the
State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane Iniki when Lihue 3t
Ajrport was shutdown. Therefore; the Department of
Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA) will continue to g
maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public good. -
DOTA recognized the unique historic value of the Salt Ponds and -
undertook the actions necessary to transfer the Salt Ponds from
DOTA to the Department of Land and Natural Resources for their i
control and management. DOTA will work with the Hui Hana Paakai )
¢ Hanapepe to develop mitigation measures for the current and s
future operations at Port Allen Airport. The Salt Pond Park, the a
Salt Pond Pans and Port Allen Airport have coexisted for over
60 years and with proper controls I believe they can continue to 5
coexist. i
o4
&~
s 1
Lad}
]
)
Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha .t

Working Togelher to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Ms. Carol T. Kanna AIR-P
.~ Page 2 99.0616
October 6, 1999

—
I appreciate the time you took to express your concerns over the
- proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact Ben
Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808)838-8821 to clarify any

» guestions you may have.

e Sincerely,

.

: c: BEdward K. Noda & Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)
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- ' PORT ALLEN AIRPORT ..
‘ DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - -,
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS -
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Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airports Administrator
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division
Honolulu International Airport
400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700
Henolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880

Please send to:

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998.
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BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
COVERNOR
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KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTCA

CEPUTY DIRECTQOAS
SRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M, OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII IN REPLY R .
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ATR-P EFERTO:

AIRPORTS DIVISION
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700 89.0593
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

September 27, 1999

Ms. Peggy W. Kaohelaulii
Kekaha Niihau School

P. 0. Box 250

Makaweli, Hawaii 96769

Dear Ms. Kaohelaulii:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your comment on the Port Allen Airport Draft
Environmental Assessment. Your support for the proposed
improvements is appreciated.

Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai and the
remainder of the State which was demonstrated during Hurricane
Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. It is, therefore, the
intention of the Department of Transportation, Airports Division
to continue to maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the

public good.

I appreciate the time you took ‘to express your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808) 838-8821 to
clarify any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

JERRY M, MATSUDA, P.E.
Airports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda & Associates, Inc., (B.Ishii)
bc: AIR-X; -L; -PM

I.B:nf

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
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Jerry Matsuda

Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii

Department of Transportation
400 Rodgers Blvd, Suite 700
Honolulu Hi 96819

Written testimony on use of Burns Field near Hanapepe, Kauai for expanded operations

We, the undersigned, who were unable to speak at the recent meeting at Eleele, go on record as
against the plans of the state to upgrade and expand the area,

Why?

Very few jobs created as a result
quiet of the area broken
helicopter noise more than present
sometimes they fly low and buzz areas
humane society located about on helicopter path(even though they will move this area is slated
for use of kennels for boarding
questionable that tourists will use local restaurants more than they do now:
will they continue on to other sites after their ride
state says only 2 firms will be at the site, I doubt that is correct for any length of time(how can
you say who will or wont be there--grandfather rights???)
Salt Pond park is a nice quiet family beach at present, no more noise needed
don’t encourage more helicopters, enough already!

The only advantage [ can see is an upgrading of the area, and I am not sure of this is an

advantage. Many local folks walk the perimeter with or without animals and this would disappear

overnight, I think. That is if my understanding of the plans is correct. And note the fishermen
who use this arca also, where might they go?

Let’s leave it alone and save the money to be spent since it wont bring in enough to compensate.
For a state with no money, they sure like to spend!

Stanley Buduan, 6: ! e

PO Box 562
Eleele Hi 96705 ( home address is Hanapepe however)

[Y——




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO KAZU HAYASHIDA
OIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

F— DEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. GKIMOTCQ
STATE OF HAWAII
_ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N REPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULY, HAWAI! 96815-1880 59.0613
—_
October 6, 1999

—_

Mr. Robert C. King

Mr. Stanley Budman
— P. 0. Box 562

Eleele, Hawaii 96705
— Dear Messrs. King and Budman:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
_ Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
‘ State Project No. AK2021-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements at
— Port allen Airport. Our responses to your comments are listed

below:

— The purpose of the proposed improvements is to provide airport
facilities for helicopters currently operating at Port Allen.

The facilities are modest in nature and are in accordance with

the current level of operations at Port Allen. We are aware of

~ the helicopter industry in Hawaii and agree that helicopters can

. be intrusive and noisy. That is why the Department of
Transportation, Airports Division (DOTA) undertook the Hawaii

State Helicopter Plan in 1989, which includes the Helicopter

‘ Master Plan for Port Allen Rirport. With the proposed

et improvements, DOTA will, to the extent possible, request that the
operators at the airport develop flight patterns which will avoid

noise sensitive areas.

Port Allen provides a vital link for West Kaual and the remainder

— of the State, which was demonstrated during Hurricane Iniki when
- Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, DOTA will continue to
maintain and operate Port Allen Airport for the public good.

The purpose of an Environmental Assessment is to allow government

-~ to give a systemic consideration to the environmental, social,
and economic consequences of the proposed improvement projects

Hana Like No Ke Ala Alvha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




Mr. Robert C. King
Mr. Stanley Budman

]

before granting permits that allow construction to begin. This
process also assures the public the right to participate in the
planning process that may affect the community.

I appreciate the time you took to exXpress your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineer, at (808)838-8821 to clarify

any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

%&/@

JERRY M. MATSUDA, P.E.
Alrports Administrator

c: Edward K. Noda and Associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

be: AIR-K
AIR-L
AIR-PM

IB:nf




KOLOA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 1313
KOLOA,KAUAI, HAWAIl 96756

February 21,1998

Jerry Matsuda

Airports Administrator

State of Hawaii

Department of Transportation
Airports Division

400 Rodgers Blvd.,Suite 700
Honolulu, Hi 96819

Re: Expansion of Port Allen Airport

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you at the direction of the Koloa Community Association Board of
Directors regarding the above .

The Board of Directors wish to address the proposed expansion of the "Burns Field"
area for several reasons. The first concern for the Koloa community area is the
potential incursion into air space over the Koloa/Poipu area. At this time, there is an
agreement to keep the Poipu area quiet and clear. This is important to the visitor
industry as well as protecting the quality of life for the many residents of this area.
There is an anticipated increase of many thousands of residents in this area.
Koloa/Poipu will be growing significantly in the coming years as a residential
community. It is highly probable that adding helicopter pads to the Hanapepe area will
lead to helicopters and planes flying frequently over the Koloa/Poipu area. There is a
potential 100 helicopters per day that could be added. It is impossible to believe that
that horrendous increase in traffic would not lead to flights over our area. We strongly
oppose this opportunity to increase the helicopter pads with this potential.

Burns Field Page1of2




There are two additional issues we want to raise. One is the need for helicopter pads _

at the field at all. It was agreed in 1991 that Lihue would be the focus of takeoff and =
departure for helicopters. There were many reasons for this, among them the ‘
designation of that area for airplane activity. As there is still space for helicopters to be -
added in Lihue, we see no reason to begin developing another area, especially when

our visitor market is still a long way from being at full potential. Lihue has the ability to '
handle problems, and should stay the focus of the industry. If the time comes when that -
area is at full potential, then a serious evaluation should occur to determine where ; !

expansion should happen, not just by a whim of the moment.

There has been the suggestion that allowing Mr. D'Atillo to reside at Burns Field would O
improve emergency response. But the Lihue area has both the Fire emergency crews
and the hospital resources that are an integral part of emergency response. The crew
would still have to be picked up in Lihue and the injured would still have to be returned .

to Lihue.
2y

Based on these concerns, we oppose the proposed expansion of Port Allen airport.

LS

Sincerel
(.
6

-,
ager , President N
24

L)

c. Koloa Community Association Board of Directors
7

A

&t
<]
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i
o

Burns Field Page2of 2
B




uee BERLIAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR

'

KAZU HAYASHIDA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTCAS
BRIAN K. MINAAI
GLENN M. OKIMOTO

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION '”A“IE;"' "PE”E“ o
AIRPORTS DIVISION -

99.0620

400 AODGERS BOULEVARD, SUITE 700
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1880

October 7, 1999

Mr. Fred Jager, President
Koloa Community Association
P. O. Box 1313

Koloa, Hawali 96756

Dear Mr. Jager:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Port Allen Airport Proposed Improvements
State Project No. AK2010-01

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed improvements for
Port Allen Airport. Our responses to your comments are listed

below.

our forecast for Port Allen Airport was based upon the "Update of
Hawaii Aviation Demand Forecast, dated October 199%." This
update was a statewide forecast to account for the total aviation
system demand. Since Port Allen Airport does not have an Air
Traffic Control Tower, we depend upon the airport operators for
much of our data. In view of the reduction in tourism caused by
Hurricane Iniki, we believe the forecast of aircraft operations
for Port Allen was liberal and should be considered as a
optimistic case. Therefore, we do not foresee a significant
amount of future helicopter operations at Port Allen,
particularly since the proposed improvements are for the
helicopter operators presently operating at the airport. With
the proposed improvements, the Department of Transportation,
Airports Division (DOTa), will to the extend possible, request
that the operators develop voluntary flight patterns which will
avoid the noise sensitive areas.

The purpose of the Environmental Assessment (ER) was to address
environmental impacts associated with the proposed improvements
at Port Allen Airport. We are continuing to address the impact
of helicopters in the State of Hawaii, particularly in the
natural areas. In ocur Hawaii State Helicopter System Plan we

Hana Like No Ke Ala Aloha
Working Together to Provide Gateways of Aloha




[~
Mr. Fred Jager, president RIR-P !
Page 2 99.0620
[ =
t
[ )
addressed the need for helicopter facilities at State Airports in .
consultation with the public. The System plan provided for the
majority of Kauai's helicopter facilities to be provided at Lihue -
Airport, and developed the Helicopter Master Plan for Port Allen
Airport. ' l
[ 291

The proposed improvements are modest and will allow for those
airport functions, currently being performed off the airport, to .
be relocated to Port Allen Airport and allow for some future

growth. Port Allen Airport provides a vital link for West Kauai Des
and the remainder of the sState, which was demonstrated during : .
Hurricane Iniki, when Lihue Airport was shutdown. Therefore, the :
DOTA, will continue to operate Port Allen Airport for the public -

good. ‘

The purpose of an EA is to allow government to give systemic
consideration to the environmental, social, and economic [
consequences of the proposed improvement projects before granting o
permits that allow construction to begin. Tpis process also

assures the public the right to participate in the planning "
process that may affect the community.
. ¥ l

I appreciate the time you took to axpress your concerns over the
proposed improvements at Port Allen Airport. Please contact Al
Ben Schlapak, Head Planning Engineexr, at (sog)838-8821 to clarify -

any questions you may have.

Sincerely, .
m - B9

//L)/VKM vi
JERRY@SUDA, P.E.
Airpo Administrator 84

c: Bdward K. Noda & associates, Inc. (B. Ishii)

bc: AIR-K K
-~ AIR-L &
AIR~-PM "
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: PORT ALLEN AIRPORT .
- DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT - -
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS ;
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. Please send to: Mr. Jerry M. Matsuda, P.E., Airponts Admifﬁstrat?r o

| * State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Airports Division

~ Honolulu International Airport

—_ 400 Rodgers Boulevard, Suite 700

' Honoluluy, Hawaii 96819-1880 o

"Please submit your comments by March 10, 1998,




BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
GOVERNOR KAZ!;[!:Q;AQSHHIDA
iy
OEPUTY DIRECTORS
BRIAN ¥, MINAA! |
GLENN M. OKIMOTO
[ =1
STATE OF HAWAII ‘
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - INREPLY REFER TO:
AIRPORTS DIVISION AIR-P L
400 RODGERS BOULEVARD, S