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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  Purpose 
 
The owner, Rueselle Lewis, is proposing to change the zoning on her 45914 sq ft parcel 
in order to build a preschool and family center.  The building will consist of 2200 sq ft 
and include a classroom and a community meeting facility.  Each will have separate 
entrances, restrooms and storage areas.  Financing for the construction is private.  The 
construction of the building is estimated to be completed within one (1) year of the 
issuance of a building permit. 
 
The property involved is situated in the town of Pahoa, Puna district, Island of Hawaii, 
Tax Map Key (3) 1-5-014:010.  The proposed use of County land as an access road 
triggers environmental requirements for the preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
in compliance with chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
 
1.2  Identification of Applicant 
 
The applicant is Rueselle Lewis, P.O. Box 481, Pahoa HI  96778.   
 
1.3  Identification of Approving Agency 
 
The County of Hawaii, Planning Department, 101 Pauahi Street, Ste 3, Hilo, HI 96720 
is the approving agency. 
 
1.4  Technical Description 
 
The applicant would like to change the zoning on the 45914 sq ft parcel.  The current 
zoning is RS 15 and the proposed zoning is CV 10.  Adjacent and surrounding properties 
are zoned RS-10 and in single-family residential uses or vacant.  The property on the 
southwest portion of the project site is zoned CV-10 and is vacant. The proposed zoning 
would allow the owner a variety of commercial uses.  However, upon approval of the 
change of zoning, the applicant would like to create a preschool and meeting facility.  
There are currently no developments on the subject parcel.  It is a vacant lot.  The 
proposed development will include a preschool classroom, meeting facility, and separate 
storage and bathroom facilities for each.  The  proposed preschool and meeting facility 
will be a single level building of approximately 2200 sq ft. This building will include a 
preschool classroom, storage, restroom facilities, and a meeting facility.   
 
The preschool will be operated by the owner, a qualified director, and certified teachers.  
The amount of employees will be based on the amount of students.  It is anticipated that  
enrollment will be full based on the availability of preschool facilities in the area.  The 
maximum enrollment for a center of the proposed size is 20 children.  This will require a 
staff of 5 teachers.  The owner will also be responsible for the reservations and any 
possible staffing needs for the meeting facility.  The meeting facility will be available to 
the community members for community or family based functions. 
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The applicant owns a twenty (20) foot wide road and utility easement, through TMK  
(3)1-5-014:023, to a government owned roadway.  This roadway is considered a  
homestead paper road.  It is currently an unimproved thirty (30) foot roadway and is 
not paved.  This roadway previously led to the Pahoa Dumping Ground from 1925 to 
1935. The County of Hawaii Department of Public Works will be consulted regarding 
any improvement standards required on this road. 
 
Parking for the facility will be provided on site.  In accordance with the Zoning Code, 
Section 25-4-51, parking space for daycare centers requires 1 space for every 200 sq ft.  
This will require 11 parking spaces.  There will be additional spaces provided for the 
meeting facilities.  There is also a covered loading and unloading area in front of the 
building, enough for two vehicles at a time.  Please see attached plot plan for exact 
parking locations and dimensions. 
 
Upon approval from the County of Hawaii Planning Department for the change of zone 
and subsequent plan approval, the applicant will apply for a building permit.  Once a 
building permit is issued, construction will begin immediately.  It is estimated that 
construction will take approximately one year.  The cost of the construction is estimated 
at $220,000. This cost is based on $100.00 per square foot.  The cost of installing the new 
waterline and backflow assembly is estimated at $4,650.  The cost of improving the 
county road is estimated at $149,000.  The cost of improving the access road is estimated  
at $32,200. The preschool should be licensed and ready to open upon being granted a 
certificate of occupancy. 
 
1.5  Project Background 
 
 1.5.1  Need for the Project 
 
 The applicant is proposing a change of zone in order to create a preschool and  
 meeting facility on the parcel.  This proposed use will be privately owned and  
 operated.  The reason for this request is to help provide family services to a  
 growing population in the Pahoa area.  There are currently no licensed preschool  
 facilities in the vicinity of the subject parcel. 
 
 1.5.2  Land Use Designations 
 
 The State Land Use designation for the parcel is Urban.  The County General Plan 
 Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map (LUPAG) designates this area as Low- 
 Density Urban.  The subject parcel is also located approximately two parcels  
 away from a Medium-Density Urban designation.  The county zoning designation 
 for the project is RS15.     
 
 There is a Community Development Plan being created for the Puna district.  This 
 plan will serve as a guide for land use planning in the area.  Although the plan has  
 not yet been published, there are some supporting documents related to growth 
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 management included in the consultant working papers for the Puna Community  
 Development Plan.  A major influence for the proposed Change of Zone has been  
 the rapid development of the Puna region without the needed services.  A major  
 focus when addressing the growing community is to ensure there are adequate  
 services for that community.  Currently, there are no licensed preschools in the  
 Pahoa Village.  The proposed Change of Zone and proposed use concur with the 
 consultant paper for growth development. 
 
 The proposed project is not situated within the Special Management Area  
 designated by the County of Hawaii. 
 
 1.5.3  Listing of Permits and Approvals 
 
 The following list of permits and approvals may be required for the proposed  
 project: 
 
 County of Hawaii 
 
 Planning Commission    Change of Zone 
 Department of Public Works   Approval-Project Construction Plans 
 Planning Department    Plan Approval 
 
 Civil Engineer     Septic System Design 
 
 State of Hawaii 
 
 Department of Health    Septic System Approval 
       Preschool License to Operate 
 
1.6  Agency and Public Consultation 
 
The following public and private agencies and individuals were consulted during the  
preparation of this environmental assessment: 
 County of Hawaii Department of Public Works 
 County of Hawaii Department of Water Supply  
 County of Hawaii Department of Finance-Real Property Division 
 County of Hawaii Civil Defense 
 County of Hawaii Fire Department 
 County of Hawaii Police Department 
 State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources-Historic Preservation 
 Division 
 State of Hawaii Department of Human Services 
 State of Hawaii Department of Health 
 Burton Yamaguchi 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
 
2.1  Physical Environment 
 
 2.1.1  Geology and Hazards 
 
 Environmental Setting 
 
 The subject property consists of 45914 sq ft in Nanawale Homesteads in Pahoa  
 Village on the Big Island of Hawaii.  The parcel is approximately 5 miles from  
 the coastline. The slope of the property is primarily flat with no slope variations. 
 Elevation ranges for the subject parcel are estimated to be 5 to 10 feet.  There 
 are currently no structures on  the parcel.  The parcel itself is a fairly square- 
 shaped lot.   
 
 The volcanic hazard as assessed by the United States Geological Survey for the  
 project area is “2” on a scale of ascending risk 9 to 1 (Heliker 1990). 
 
 The island of Hawaii is one of the most seismically active areas in the world and 
 has experienced more than twenty large earthquakes (magnitude 6 or larger) over 
 the past 166 years.  (Wyss and Koyanagi, 1992).  The Building Code rating for  
 the entire island of Hawaii is seismic Zone 4 which has the highest risk for  
 seismic activity. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will not expose the preschool or the general public to any 
 additional hazard risk that does not already exist.  Although Pahoa Village is in a 
 high volcanic risk zone, it has not experienced lava flows for at least 150 years.   
 Any alternative site would share the same risk factor.  The proposed building  
 would conform to the Uniform Building Code. 
 
 2.1.2  Soils 
 
 Environmental Setting 
 
 The Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey classifies the soil  
 of the subject property as Pahoehoe Lava Flows, rLW, 0 to 40% slopes.  Depth to  
 restrictive feature is 0 inches to lithic bedrock.  Drainage class is “excessively 
 drained.”  Available water capacity is very low (about 0.0 inches).  The ground is 
 highly permeable, and runoff and soil erosion hazard are minimal. 
 
 Impacts 
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 The proposed project will have no impact on the soil (or lack of). 
 
 2.1.3  Climate 
 
 Environmental Setting 
 
 Hawaii’s climate is generally characterized as mild with uniform temperatures,  
 moderate humidity, and two identifiable seasons.  The “summer” season, between 
 May and October is generally warmer and drier.  The “winter” season, between 
 October and April is cooler and wetter.  The project area is situated along the  
 “windward” side of the Island of Hawaii which is exposed to northeasterly trade  
 winds that cause relatively high rainfall (over 100 inches annually).  The average 
 monthly minimum temperatures in the Pahoa area range from the mid 60’s to 70 
 degrees Fahrenheit, while the average monthly maximum temperature ranges  
 from the mid 70’s to the mid 80’s.  (University of Hawaii Press, 1983) 
 
 Impacts 
 
 Climactic conditions will not a significant impact on the proposed project. 
 
 2.1.4  Hydrology and Drainage 
 
 Environmental Setting 
 
 The project area is designated Zone X (Areas determined to be outside the 500- 
 year flood plain) on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) prepared by the  
 Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 There are no known existing drainage ways on the subject parcel.  Due to the 
 permeable quality of the soil, no adverse drainage impacts are anticipated as a  
 result of the proposed project. 
 
 2.1.5  Flora and Fauna 
 
 Environmental Setting  
. 
 As the subject parcel was bulldozed 1 ½ years ago, the existing flora consists of 
 mostly invasive grasses and weeds.  There is one Albezia tree, several Ohia trees,  
 three tangerines, two avocados, three macadamias and a clump of bamboo.   
 
 Fauna and avifauna observed are Mynah birds, Japanese White Eyes, Cardinals,  
 Spotted Doves, Barred Doves, mongoose, and feral cats.   
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 Impacts 
 
 No listed, candidate or proposed endangered animal or plant species are likely to  
 be found on the proposed project site.  As such, no significant adverse effects on 
 these species or their habitat is expected as a result of the proposed project. 
 
 2.1.6  Air Quality 
  
 Environmental Setting  
 
 Pollutants derived from the ongoing Kilauea eruption occasionally affect the  
 subject area.  The closest air quality monitoring station to the parcel is the Puna E 
 Station.  The Special Purpose Monitoring Station is for vog, a volcanic  
 atmospheric haze.  In general, however, the ambient air quality of the project area 
 meets all federal and state standards as evidenced by its designation as an  
 “attainment” area by the State Department of Health, Clean Air Branch. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 A short term impact resulting from construction activity could be increased  
 dust levels.  If so, the contractor will be required to comply with the appropriate 
 fugitive dust requirements of the State Department of Health. 
 
 2.1.7  Noise 
 
 Environmental Setting 
 
 Existing noise levels are typical of a small town neighborhood.  Pahoa’s  
 population is approximately 1000 residents.   
 
 Impacts 
 
 The project would not affect noise levels, except for very minor and brief periods 
 during construction.   
 
 2.1.8  Scenic and Open Space Resources 
 
 The proposed project is located in a small town, in a residential inland  

neighborhood, located 4.75 miles from the coastline. 
 
Impacts 
 
The project will not have a significant impact on the scenic views or open space 
resources of the Puna district.  The Natural Beauty section of the Hawaii County 
General Plan does not include any sites in or near Pahoa that would be affected by  
this project. 
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2.2  Social, Cultural and Economic Setting 
 
 2.2.1  Socio-Economic Characteristics 
  
 Setting 
 
 People currently reside in the surrounding Pahoa village area, and also in  
 nearby subdivisions.  The Puna district has provided many more  
 affordable homes and property for people working and commuting to and 
 from the Hilo area.  This factor resulted in a 16% population growth from 
 2000 to 2005.  and a prediction for 2010 of 30%.  (Hawaii County Office  
 of Research and Development).  
 
 Economic resources located in Pahoa village include many small  
 businesses, including retail, restaurant, real estate offices and a medical 
 clinic and dental office.  Other economic resources in the district are  
 agricultural; papaya, noni, anthurium and orchid growers. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will not have a substantial adverse impact on the  
 socio-economic character of the region.  The proposed improvement will 
 allow Puna residents to have their children taught in a local facility. 
 
 2.2.2  Adjacent Land Uses 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 The project area is located in Nanawale Homesteads, village of Pahoa. 
 The surrounding property is owned by various private land owners.  The 
 surrounding land is a residential subdivision.  The proposed project is 
 located approximately 1/3 of a mile from Pahoa village center. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will be situated amid neighboring parcels of  
 approximately one acre.  Therefore, temporary noise and dust will have 
 little or no impact on the surrounding properties.  
 
2.3  Public Facilities and Services 
 
 2.3.1  Roads and Traffic 
 
 Setting 
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 Access to the parcel is gained from an unnamed government road, which  
 intersects with the Pahoa Village Road.  This road is thirty feet wide and  
 currently unimproved. The owner has purchased a private, twenty feet  
 wide road and utility easement, through TMK (3)1-5-014:023, to access 

this government road.  The applicant plans to improve these roads       
according to the Department of Public works recommendations.  The 
purpose of this access is to route traffic directly to the Pahoa Village Road, 
without driving through a residential neighborhood.  Instead, the traffic 
will be routed behind parcels that are zoned CV 10.  The nearest major 
intersection is Post Office Road and Pahoa Village Road. 

 
 Impacts 
 
 The increase in traffic will be equivalent to the number of students and the 
 amount of employees at the center.  Including staff and students, the  
 increase in traffic would be twenty-five (25) cars.  However, it is probable 
 that the attending students will have already been commuting along the 
 Pahoa Village Road to other childcare facilities, and that there will be no  
 general increase in traffic along the Pahoa Village Road.      
 
 2.3.2  Water 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 The parcel currently does not have a county water line available.   

However, the water line will be brought in by the applicant from an  
existing 6-inch water line on Nanawale Homestead Road, approximately 
850 feet from the subject parcel.  The applicant has consulted with a 
licensed engineer to obtain estimated water calculations for the proposed 
use.  This has been prepared and submitted as part of this assessment.  The 
Department of Water Supply noted that water availability is limited to a 
maximum of 600 gallons per day.  The Department also requires the 
installation of a reduce pressure type backflow prevention assembly, 
which will be done by the applicant.  A water catchment system is planned 
solely for fire protection to meet the requirements of NFPA 1142 as per 
the Hawaii County Fire Department. 

                              
    

 Impacts 
 
 As the estimated maximum water calculation is 500 gallons per  
 day, the proposed project will not exceed the amount provided by the   

Department of Water Supply.  As such, the proposed project will 
 not have a significant impact on the existing Department of Water Supply 
 sources or transmission system serving the area. 
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 2.3.3  Wastewater 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 There will be an engineered septic system with enough capacity to serve  
 the proposed preschool and meeting facility.  The Department of Health  
 was consulted about the number of individual wastewater systems  
 required for this project.  The amount must be determined by the design  
 engineer.  Atlas Engineering recommended one septic system for this  
 project and most all other commercial uses, except for a Laundromat or  
 carwash. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The on-site septic system will be designed and constructed in accordance 
 with the requirements of the State Department of Health. 
 
 2.3.4  Electricity and Telephone 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 Electrical and telephone services are available to the subject parcel. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will not have any impact on the existing capacity of 
 these services. 
 
 2.3.5  Solid Waste 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 The closest solid waste transfer station is the Pahoa Transfer Station,  
 approximately 5/8 of a mile. The nearest landfill is approximately 18 miles 
 from the project, in Hilo.  All solid waste is transported by individuals 
 from their property to the stations. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will generate construction waste during construction. 
 The contractor will be required to dispose of the construction waste in  
 compliance with the requirements of the Department of Environmental 
 Management. 
 
 2.3.6  Protective Services 
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 Existing Setting 
 
 Protective services including fire, police, rescue and medical services are 
 located in Pahoa. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will not create an additional burden on the existing 
 protective service providers. 
 
 2.3.7  Recreation Facilities 
 
 Existing Setting 
 
 There are two county parks located near the subject parcel.  The closest  
 county park is the Pahoa Community Center, and the Pahoa Ball Field is 
 also within the Pahoa village.  The closest state park is Lava Tree State  
 Park, approximately 3.75 miles. 
 
 Impacts 
 
 The proposed project will not create an additional burden on existing  
 recreational facilities.  
 
2.4  Archaeology, Historic and Cultural Resources 
 
 Setting 
 
 The parcel is not listed on either the National or Hawaii State Register of 
 Historic Places.  According to a letter from the State Historic Preservation 

Division, dated April 17, 2009, this project will have no effect on historic  
properties, including use of the current county access road.  
 
Pahoa and the surrounding areas were covered with a dense, tropical rain        
forest with tall ohia trees (over 100 feet) before immigrants arrived in the  

 1880’s. Early Hawaiians lived in the bay areas, where safe launches for 
 canoes existed, and also inland, where remains of an old village were  
 found east of Pahoa.  After the immigrants’ arrival, the huge trees were 
 cut and made into railroad ties and lumber.  The forest was gradually  
 replaced by sugar cane and buildings.  Pahoa had a railroad station, lumber  
 and plantation housing.  According to long-time Pahoa resident, Burton  
 Yamaguchi, the project property was owned by his family for about 100 
 years.  His grandfather planted fruit trees there (some still remain) and  
 sold the resulting crops.  An agricultural storage shed was the only  
 building known to have existed on the site (no longer present).  No known 
 native Hawaiian rights are exercised in the area surrounding the subject  
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 parcel.  The government access road to the project parcel originally led 
 to the Pahoa Dumping Ground, from 1925 to 1935 (TMK (3)1-5-07-50). 

  
    
 
 Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
 The proposed project is anticipated to have “no effect” on significant  
 historic sites or cultural activities.  In accordance with Section6E-46.6,  
 Hawaii Revised Statutes and Chapter 13-300, Hawaii Administrative  
 Rules, if any significant cultural deposits or human skeletal remains are 
 encountered during construction, the contractor will be instructed to stop 

work in the immediate vicinity and the State Historic Preservation 
 Division shall be contacted. 
 
3.  SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

AND PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES 
 

3.1  Short Term Impacts 
 
Construction Activity 
 
Short term impacts will result from the proposed construction activity including 

 increased noise levels and dust. 
 
 Mitigation 
 
 The contractor will be instructed to utilize best management practices to minimize 
 all impacts.  State Department of Health regulations regarding noise and dust will 
 be adhered to during construction. 
 
 3.2  Long Term Impacts 
 
 Currently, the subject property is vacant.  It is not being maintained.  Therefore  
 there is a possibility of the growth of invasive species.   
 
 Mitigations 
 
 Upon completion of the building, regular maintenance of the parcel will begin.   
 This will include the removal of all invasive species and pest and weed control. 
 This will enhance the long-term productivity of the environment within the parcel. 
 

4.  ALTERNATIVES 
 

4.1  No Action 
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 Under the No Action Alternative, the property would remain vacant. 
 
4.2  Alternative Sites 
 
 The owner could obtain a parcel already zoned to allow for the proposed use. 
 However, that would be very costly.  The location of the subject parcel is very 
 quiet and peaceful, which would enhance the learning environment.  This parcel 
 would be a safe environment for preschool-aged children. 
 

5.  DETERMINATION 
 
5.1   The proposed project will not significantly alter the environment and impacts will 
 be minimal, and therefore an Environmental Impact Statement is not warranted.   
 Accordingly, the County of Hawaii Planning Department anticipates a Finding of 
 No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the project. 
 
 

6.  FINDINGS AND REASONS FOR SUPPORTING DETERMINATION 
 

6.1   Chapter 11-200-12, Hawaii Administrative Rules, outlines those factors agencies 
 or applicants must consider when determining whether a project has significant 
 effects: 
 
 1.  Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or 
      cultural resources. 
 
      The proposed project involves the development of a preschool and meeting  
      facility.  The project site is currently vacant and does not contain any  
      significant natural or cultural resources. 
 
 2.  Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment. 
 
      The project area has been lying vacant for many years.  The proposed project  
      will not foreclose alternative uses of the property for future consideration. 
 
 3.  Conflicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and  
      guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS; and any revisions thereof and 
      amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders. 
 
      The broad goals of this policy are to conserve natural resources and enhance  
      the quality of life.  The project is minor and basically environmentally benign, 
      and it is thus consistent with all elements of the State’s long-term  
      environmental policies. 
 
 4.  Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state. 
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      The proposed project will have a beneficial socioeconomic impact by  
      providing a local, safe and quiet learning environment for pre-school aged 
      children.   
 
 5.  Substantially affects public health. 
 
      The proposed project will not affect public health and safety in any way. 
 
 6.  Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects 
      on public facilities. 
 
      As the project involves only a preschool and meeting room, no secondary  
      effects are expected. 
 
 7.  Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality. 
 
      The project is minor and environmentally benign, and it would thus not  
      contribute to environmental degradation. 
 
 8.  Substantially affects any rare, threatened or endangered species of flora, fauna 
      or habitat. 
 
      The building site supports mostly invasive grasses and weeds.  The existing  
      ohia and fruit trees will be preserved.  No rare, threatened, or endangered 
      species of flora or fauna are known to exist on the project site, and none would 
      be affected by any project activities. 
 
 9.  Has cumulatively considerable effect upon the environment or involves a  
      commitment for larger actions. 
 
      The proposed project is not related to other activities in the region in such a  
      way as to produce adverse cumulative effects or involve a commitment for 
      larger actions. 
 
 10. Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels. 
 
      No substantial effects to air, water, or ambient noise levels would occur. 
 
           11. Likely to be damaged as a result of being located in an environmentally 
      sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, erosion-prone area,  
      geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal area. 
 
      Although the proposed project is located in a zone exposed to earthquake 
      and volcanic hazards, there are no reasonable alternatives that would avoid 
      such exposure.  The project presents no additional hazard to the public, and the  
      project is not imprudent for the landowner. 
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           12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in county or state 
      plans or studies. 
 
      No County or State plan, including the Hawaii County General Plan, identifies 
      important views in this area.   
 
           13. Requires substantial energy consumption. 
 
      The project will require negligible amounts of energy for construction. 
 
      For the reasons above, the Proposed Action will not have any significant effect 
      in the context of Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes and section 11-200-12 
      of the State Administrative Rules. 
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County of Hawaii 
Civil Defense 
920 Ululani St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 
April 10,2008 
 
 
Applicant:  Rueselle Lewis 
TMK:  (3) 1-5-014:010 
Subject:  Environmental Assessment 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Below, please find a previously submitted letter regarding a request for Change of Zone.  
The County of Hawaii Planning Department, prior to ruling on the request, has 
determined that the project requires an Environmental Assessment.  We are asking for 
any comments you may have on environmental issues arising from the proposed  
development. 
 
April 18, 2007 
 
The applicant is submitting a Change of Zone application to the County of Hawaii 
Planning Department.  The applicant is requesting the change of zone in order to 
facilitate an establishment of a preschool and family center on the parcel.  The request is 
a change of zone from RS 15 to CV 10.  The project is located in the Nanawale 
Homestead area near Pahoa Village on the Island of Hawaii.  We are requesting any 
input that your office may have that could assist in the background and county 
environmental report.  For example, please submit any emergency preparedness or 
evacuation concerns your agency foresees with the proposed development.  We are 
consulting with several different agencies.  It is our belief that your agency can provide 
some positive input on the affects this project may have on the surrounding environment.  
Please respond in writing to this request as soon as possible with any information your 
agency has.    
 
Address all replies to:  
All Aina Services  
P.O. Box 291 
Laupahoehoe, Hi 96764 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Rosse 
*Our agency did not receive any response from the Civil Defense. 



 
 
 
Enc: Change of Zone Application for reference 
 



 
County of Hawaii 
Fire Department 
25 Aupuni St 
Hilo, HI 96720  
 
April 10,2008 
Applicant:  Rueselle Lewis 
TMK:  (3) 1-5-014:010 
Subject:  Environmental Assessment 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Below, please find a previously submitted letter regarding a request for Change of Zone.  
The County of  Hawaii Planning Department, prior to ruling on the request, has 
determined that the project requires an Environmental Assessment.  We are requesting 
any comments you may have regarding environmental issues arising from the proposed 
development. 
 
June 7, 2007 
 
The applicant is submitting a Change of Zone application to the County of Hawaii 
Planning Department.  The applicant is requesting the change of zone in order to 
facilitate an establishment of a preschool and family center on the parcel.  The request is 
a change of zone from RS 15 to CV 10.  The project is located in the Nanawale 
Homestead area near Pahoa Village on the Island of Hawaii.  The proposed preschool 
family center will be a single level building of approximately 2200 sq ft.  This building 
will include a preschool classroom, storage, restroom facilities, and a community 
meeting facility.   
 
We are requesting any input that your office may have that could assist in the 
background and county environmental report.  We are consulting with several different 
agencies.  According to a response from the Department of Water Supply, water system 
standards require 2,000 gallons per minute (gpm) be available for fire protection.  The 
existing waterlines near the parcel do not provide that capacity.  Please provide any 
other fire protection requirements or alternatives.  It is our belief that your agency can 
provide some positive input on the affects this project may have on the surrounding 
environment.  Please respond in writing to this request as soon as possible with any 
information your agency has.    
 
Address all replies to:  
All Aina Services  
P.O. Box 291 
Laupahoehoe, Hi 96764 
 
Sincerely, Jennifer Rosse 



 



May 6, 2008 
 
Hawaii County Fire Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 
To Jack Pacleb: 
 
This is in reply to your letter of April 14, 2008, regarding my request for comments for 
an environmental assessment on construction of a preschool and meeting facility in Pahoa 
(TMK (3) 1-5-014:010).  The owner was advised by the Department of Water Supply that 
she could install a meter from the existing 6-inch waterline on Nanawale Homestead 
Road. The usage would be limited to 600 gallons maximum daily usage.  She was also 
informed by Atlas Engineering that the estimated maximum daily water use for this 
facility would be 500 gpd.  A water catchment system is planned solely for fire protection 
to meet the requirements of NFPA 1142.  The access road to the parcel will be improved 
as per recommendations of the Department of Public Works 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Rosse 
 
All Aina Services 
P.O. Box 291 
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764     





 





 





 



 



 
County of Hawaii 
Police Department 
349 Kapiolani Street  
Hilo, HI 96720 
 
April 10, 2008 
 
Applicant:  Rueselle Lewis 
TMK:  (3) 1-5-014:010 
Subject:  Environmental Assessment 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Below, please find a letter, previously submitted to your department, regarding a request 
for Change of Zone.  The County of Hawaii Planning Department, prior to ruling on this 
request, has determined that the project requires an Environmental Assessment.  We are 
requesting any comments you may have regarding environmental issues arising from the 
proposed development. 
 
April 18, 2007 
 
The applicant is submitting a Change of Zone application to the County of Hawaii 
Planning Department.  The applicant is requesting the change of zone in order to 
facilitate an establishment of a preschool and family center on the parcel.  The request is 
a change of zone from RS 15 to CV 10.  The project is located in the Nanawale 
Homestead area near Pahoa Village on the Island of Hawaii.  We are requesting any 
input that your office may have that could assist in the background and county 
environmental report.  For example, please submit any policing concerns your agency 
foresees with the proposed development.  Also, the location of the nearest police station 
to the parcel and the availability of services would be helpful.  We are consulting with 
several different agencies.  It is our belief that your agency can provide some positive 
input on the affects this project may have on the surrounding environment.  Please 
respond in writing to this request as soon as possible with any information your agency 
has.    
 
Address all replies to:  
All Aina Services  
P.O. Box 291 
Laupahoehoe, Hi 96764 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Rosse 
*Our agency did not receive any response from the Police Department. 



 
County of Hawaii 
Department of Water Supply 
345 Keakuanaoa St Suite 20 
Hilo, Hi 96720 
 
April 10, 2008 
 
Applicant:  Rueselle Lewis 
TMK:  (3) 1-5-014:010 
Subject:  Environmental Assessment  
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Below, please find a letter previously submitted to your department regarding a request 
for Change of Zone.  The County of Hawaii Planning Department, prior to ruling on the 
request, has determined that the project requires an Environmental Assessment.  We are 
requesting any comments you may have regarding environmental issues arising from the 
proposed development. 
 
April 18, 2007 
 
The applicant is submitting a Change of Zone application to the County of Hawaii 
Planning Department.  The applicant is requesting the change of zone in order to 
facilitate an establishment of a preschool and family center on the parcel.  The request is 
a change of zone from RS 15 to CV 10.  The project is located in the Nanawale 
Homestead area near Pahoa Village on the Island of Hawaii.  We are requesting any 
input that your office may have that could assist in the background and county 
environmental report.  For example, there is currently a 5/8 water line to the parcel.  
Will a change of zone require a larger pipe line?  What are the usage limits on such a 
line?  We are consulting with several different agencies.  It is our belief that your agency 
can provide some positive input on the affects this project may have on the surrounding 
environment.  Please respond in writing to this request as soon as possible with any 
information your agency has.    
 
Address all replies to:  
All Aina Services  
P.O. Box 291 
Laupahoehoe, Hi 96764 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Rosse 
 
 





 





 

 

Exhibit C 
 

 
 
Photo taken on subject parcel looking east 
 

Change of Zone 
TMK (3) 1-5-014:010 
 



 

 
 
Photo taken on subject parcel looking northeast 
 

Change of Zone 
TMK (3) 1-5-014:010 
 



 

 
 
Photo taken on subject parcel looking south 
 
 

Change of Zone 
TMK (3) 1-5-014:010 
 



 

 
 
Photo taken on subject parcel looking west 
 

Change of Zone 
TMK (3) 1-5-014:010 
 



 

 
 
Photo taken across the Pahoa Village Road looking at the government owned roadway 
and access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change of Zone 
TMK (3) 1-5-014:010 
 



 



 



 

























 














	Scann002 2.pdf
	2009-06-23-HA-FEA-Rueselle-Zone-Change.pdf
	Binder3   may 19.pdf
	Binder 2    may 19.pdf
	RUESELLE TABLE OF CONTENTS.pdf
	TABLE OF CONTENT1 lewis.pdf
	rueselle EA2 may 5.pdf
	Flood Zone.pdf
	Copy of Copy of Ruselle school floor plan.pdf
	Copy of Copy of Ruselle school right elevation.pdf
	Copy of Copy of Ruselle school left elevation.pdf
	Copy of Copy of Ruselle school rear elevation.pdf
	Copy of Copy of Ruselle school front elevation.pdf

	Exibit A   DLNR.pdf
	Proof of mailing DLNR.pdf
	civil defense letter.pdf
	fire dept letter.pdf
	fire letter.pdf
	Copy of health ltr.pdf
	Copy of human services.pdf
	human services 2.pdf
	Copy of school list.pdf
	police dept letter.pdf
	water dept letter[1].pdf

	Water Response May 5 2008.pdf
	water calc.pdf
	Water Table calc 2.pdf
	exhibit A,B,C,D rueselle 3.pdf
	Exhibit C

	tmk map.pdf
	loc map.pdf
	Revised FEA 2.pdf
	Comments and Responses.pdf
	Dept of Human Services Sept 12.pdf
	Response to Human Services.pdf
	Water Letter Sept 11.pdf
	Water Letter Pt 2 Sept 11.pdf
	fire dept letter.pdf
	Fire Dept pg 2.pdf
	Fire Dept pg 3.pdf
	Response to Fire Dept.pdf
	Letter to Dept of Public Works.pdf

	Rueselle DPW Response FEA.pdf
	Road diagram.pdf
	Letter to Health Dept.pdf
	Response from Health Dept.pdf
	Letter to Dept Water Supply.pdf
	Letter to DLNR SHPD.pdf
	Response to DLNR SHPD.pdf




