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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT
HONOKA‘A LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL CONVERSION

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Information Summary

Project Name:

Applicant:

Contact Person:

Approving Agency:

Location:

Property Owner:
Tax Map Key:
Parcel size:

SLU Designation:

County Zoning:
Applicant Agent:

Proposed Action:

Anticipated Determination:

Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion

Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawai‘l

25 Aupuni Street, Room 210

Hilo, HI 96720

Dora Beck, P.E.
Wastewater Division Chief
Phone: (808) 961-8028
Fax: (808) 961-8513

Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawai‘i

25 Aupuni Street, Room 210

Hilo, HI 96720

Hamakua District

State of Hawaii, Hawaii Health Systems Incorporated

3rd Tax Div., 4-5-002:060

12.506 acres

Agriculture. A portion of the property is located in a Special
Management Area and is designated Conservation

A-40A (Agricultural District, minimum building site of 40 acres)

Brown and Caldwell

1955 Main Street, Suite 200
Wailuku, HI 96793

Contact: Craig Lekven, P.E.
Phone: (808) 244-7005

Fax:  (808) 244-9026

Modifications of an existing wastewater treatment plant to increase
capacity. The increased capacity is required to manage wastewater
flow resulting from the abandonment of large capacity cesspools.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

11

DRAFT for review purposes only.

Use of contents on this sheet is subject to the limitations specified at the end of this document.

Honokaa EA Amendment v2.doc



Section 1 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT

1.2 Overview of Proposed Project

In accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) ban on large capacity cesspools
(LCC), the County of Hawai‘i (County) entered into a consent agreement with the USEPA that requires the
County to close its LCCs in Honoka‘a by September 1, 2010. As part of the agreement, the County proposes
the Honokaa Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion project to extend the existing wastewater collection
systems currently serving the Hale Ho‘ola Hamakua Hospital in order to meet the objectives of State of
Hawaii House Resolution 84, which requested a joint implementation plan for wastewater treatment to serve
most, if not all, properties in the Honoka‘a town area with LCCs.

The County will extend the existing gravity sewer collection system to connect the majority of the large
capacity cesspool (LCC) users to the sewer and will be increasing the capacity of the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) to manage the increased wastewater flow. Figure 1-1 is a location map for the
wastewater treatment plant property.

The ban on LCC is to mitigate the possibility of contamination of the groundwater aquifer from raw
wastewater seepage. The extension of an existing gravity sewer system and upgrade of the WWTP will cause
short-term negative impacts to the environment. These short-term negative impacts will all be construction
related and will be mitigated. The upgraded WWTP will be operated and monitored by State-licensed
(Hawai‘i Administrative Rules Section 11-61) wastewater treatment plant operators to ensure that proper
treatment of the wastewater is occurring. The long-term positive impact of safeguarding drinking water
quality outweighs the short-term negative impacts and the long-term cost of monthly sewer fees to the
converted LCC users.

1.3 Purpose of Amendment

The County issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool
Conversion Project on September 12, 2006 (Appendix A). The environmental assessment (EA) that was
developed to support the FONSI was based on the assumption that a new WWTP would be constructed on
one of 19 potential properties. The County has since determined that the existing Honoka‘a Wastewater
Treatment Plant can be improved and expanded to meet the needs of the community at a lower overall cost
than construction of an all-new facility.

The original EA did not address a capacity expansion of the existing WWTP. This amendment has been
prepared to provide an environmental assessment of the change in project scope for the WWTP expansion
element of the project. The original EA (Appendix A) will continue to serve as the environmental assessment
of the LCC conversion and sewer construction elements of the project. The organization of this amendment
is similar to the original EA (Appendix A) to facilitate review.

1-2
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Section 1 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT

1.4 Required Permits and Clearances

Various County of Hawai‘i and State of Hawail permits, approvals, and clearances are required for the
proposed project, as listed below:

*  Plan approval

* NPDES Stormwater, Construction Dewatering, Hydrotesting permits
*  Underground Injection Control (UIC) permit

*  Building, grading, excavation permits

*  Special Management Area (SMA) permit

*  Fuel storage tank permit

*  Wastewater management permit

1.5 Purpose of Environmental Assessment

This EA amendment is prepared pursuant to Chapter 343 of the Hawaii Revised Statues (HRS) and State of
Hawaii Department of Health (DOH), Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) Title 11-200, Environmental Impact
Statement Rules. 'This document will serve as written evaluation of the potential physical and social effects on
the environment by the proposed project, as well as mitigative measures where necessary.

1-4
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT
HONOKA‘A LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL CONVERSION

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

2.1 Project Description and Alternatives Considered

The original EA (Appendix A) provides a full project description and discussed the alternatives considered.

This EA amendment adds the preferred wastewater treatment alternative of converting the two existing
ponds at the WWTP to create a partial-mix aerated lagoon treatment process. The conversion will provide
the needed wastewater treatment capacity within the boundaries of parcel TMK: 4-5-002:060. The WWTP
upgrades will increase the average dry weather flow capacity of the facility from the current 56,800 gallons per
day to 200,000 gallons per day. Detailed description of the WWTP conversion is provided below. Figure 2-1
is a site plan of the existing facility.

2.2 Project Technical Description

Figure 2-2 is a preliminary site plan for the WWTP improvements. The proposed WWTP modifications are
discussed below.

2.2.1 Headworks

A new headworks structure will be constructed. The concrete structure will include a mechanically-cleaned
screen that will remove debris from the raw wastewater, a manually-cleaned bar rack that will serve as a
backup to the mechanically-cleaned screen, a Parshall flume to record influent flows, and an automatic
refrigerated composite sampler. The mechanically-cleaned screen includes a washer system to remove
organic debris from the screenings. The washed screenings will be deposited in a trash can or bag for weekly
removal and disposal at a landfill.

2.2.2 Aerated Lagoons

The two existing facultative ponds will be converted into aerated lagoon treatment system by increasing their
depth, adding floating aerators, and adding baffle curtains and a partial lagoon cover. The ponds will be
excavated to provide 15 feet of water depth (as compared to the current 5 feet) while maintaining the current
pond side slopes. A portion of the excavation spoils (rock and soil) will be placed in the adjacent abandoned
stabilization pond shown in Figure 2-1, up to the height of the existing berms. The County has obtained a
SMA permit for spoils disposal within the abandoned stabilization pond. Portions of the abandoned
stabilization pond that may be within the Conservation District will not be used. Any excess excavation
spoils (i.e., beyond the capacity of the abandoned stabilization pond) will be disposed off-property.

The aerated lagoons will be relined with a new synthetic liner material to prevent seepage. Floating surface
aerators will be installed to maintain surface dissolved oxygen concentrations at 2.0 milligrams per liter
(mg/L) or higher. Solids will settle to the bottom of the lagoons, where they will anaerobically digest. Baffle
curtains will be installed to divide the two lagoons into four cells to increase treatment efficiency. The final
cell will have a floating cover to prevent algae growth. The system will be capable of reliably producing
effluent that meets the secondary treatment standards of 30 mg/1. 5-day biochemical oxygen demand (BODs)
and 30 mg/L of total suspended solids (TSS).

21
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Section 2 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT

2.2.3 Effluent Disposal

The existing injection well system will be expanded to provide sufficient effluent disposal capacity. The three
existing onsite injection wells consist of six-foot diameter pits that are 25 feet deep. Effluent that enters the
injection wells percolates into a highly permeable rock and gravel (“clinker”) layer. Three additional onsite
injection wells will be constructed to provide sufficient disposal capacity and 100 percent disposal system
redundancy. The location of the three new wells is shown in Figure 2-2.

2.2.4 Plant Water Systems

A new plant water system will be constructed to provide a pressurized, non-potable water supply for
operational and maintenance purposes. Treated effluent will be disinfected using a tablet chlorinator before
entering the plant water system.

A water catchment tank will be installed to provide a source of water for an employee toilet/hand washing
facility.

2.2.5 Access Road Improvements

The existing access road will be surfaced with gravel, asphalt, and/or conctete paving as appropriate to
provide all-weather access to the WWTP.

2.2.6 Electrical Systems

Connection to the electrical grid will be required to operate the WWTP. There is currently no electricity
available at the site other than a small solar panel used to power a flow meter. Overhead power lines will be
installed to bring power to the site. A standby diesel-powered generator will be installed for emergency
power.

2.2.7 Telemetry System

A telephone line will be installed to the facility because there is no existing line, and cellular phone service in
the area is poor. The telephone line will be used for a telemetry system to relay operational information from
the remote WWTP to County personnel in Hilo.

2-4
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT
HONOKA‘A LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL CONVERSION

3. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, ANTICIPATED EFFECTS, AND
PROPOSED MITIGATIVE MEASURES

3.1 Introduction

The environmental review process is regulated under Hawaii’s Environmental Impact Statement Law (HRS
343), which ensures that appropriate consideration is given to all environmental concerns regarding the
proposed project. Part of the process requires identification and a summary of potential environmental
effects from the proposed action and all considered mitigative measures to avoid or minimize the effects,

2 <C

which include both “primary” and “secondary effects, as well as, “cumulative”, “short-term”, and “long-
term” effects.

A “primary” or “direct” effect refers to an effect caused by an action, in this case a construction activity, and
occurs immediately, at the same time and place as the instigating action.

A “secondary” or “indirect” effect refers to an effect caused by an action that occurs later in time or farther
removed in distance from the instigating action, but is still reasonably foreseeable.

A “cumulative” effect refers to a comprehensive, built-up effect comprised of the incremental effects of an
immediate, instigating action adding to effects of other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions, regardless of the agency or person who undertakes such other actions.

A “short-term” effect is an effect of relatively short duration and generally refers to a project construction
work-related effect.

A “long-term” effect is an effect of relatively long and lasting duration and generally refers to an effect that
remains after completion of the project construction work.

The following sections describe the existing physical and social environments within the project site and
surrounding areas, and explore the potential effects anticipated from the proposed action and the practical
mitigative measures for any adverse impacts. All project-related work shall be assessed in compliance with
State and County policies.

3.2 Physical Environment

3.2.1 Location

Figure 1-1 provided a location map for the project. Section 3.2.1 of the original EA (Appendix A) provides a
detailed description of the project location.

3-1
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3.2.2 Climate
Section 3.2.2 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-2) provides detailed discussion of the area climate.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No short-term, long-term, or cumulative adverse effects are anticipated to climatic conditions in the project
area; therefore, no mitigative measutres are proposed.

3.2.3 Geology and Topography

Section 3.2.3 of the original EA (Appendix A, page3-2) provides detailed discussion of the area geology and
topography.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The finished grade of the improved WWTP will be similar to the existing WWTP grade, because the ponds
will be excavated deeper within their existing footprints. The pond berm elevations will remain as they
currently are. Minor grading will be required to accommodate the new structures at the WWTP and to
upgrade the existing access roadway in order to ensure all-weather access to the facility. A portion of the
spoils from the pond excavation (largely consisting of rock) will be placed within the boundaries of the
existing abandoned stabilization pond, located makai of the existing WWTP. Portions of the existing
abandoned stabilization pond that is located within the Conservation District area will not be used. The
finished grade of the abandoned stabilization pond will be no higher that the existing berms. Any additional
spoils will be properly disposed off-property. No long-term effects are anticipated to the geology and
topography within the project area. When these activities are reviewed against past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable future actions, no cumulative effects on geology and topography are expected. Therefore, no
mitigation measures are required.

3.2.4 Water Resources
Section 3.2.4 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-2) provides a description of the area water resources.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The effluent from the treatment plant will be discharged to a subsurface disposal system consisting of existing
and new injection wells that are approximately 25 feet deep. The treatment system will be designed to reliably
achieve secondary treatment standards of 30 mg/I. BODs and 30 mg/L TSS. The upgraded treatment plant
will be designed to comply with the requirements of Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) Title 11, Chapter 62
— Wastewater Systems. There will be no effluent discharge to surface waters. A wastewater management
permit will be required from the State of Hawaii, Department of Health (DOH).

The existing and proposed effluent injection wells are located below the underground injection control (UIC)
line and will not affect the source waters of the basal aquifer. The project will be in compliance with the Safe
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. §300f). A UIC permit will be required from DOH

During construction approved best management practices will be employed to filter any storm runoff flowing
over the construction site and procedures will be in place to prevent oil or other contaminants from entering
State waters. A National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permit will be
required for the construction project.

No short-term or long-term impacts to water resources are expected.
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Section 3 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT

3.2.5 Wetlands

Section 3.2.5 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-5) provides a discussion of a freshwater wetland found
in the Town of Honoka‘a. There are no wetlands on the subject WWTP property, so there will be no short-
term or long-term effects and no mitigation measures are required.

3.2.6 Soils
Section 3.2.6 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-5) provides a description of the soil at the WWTP site.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Soil erosion from stormwater can occur during construction. Best management practices will be used during
the construction project to mitigate potential short-term effects. A National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) stormwater permit will be required for the construction project. No long-term effects to
soils are expected, and therefore no long-term mitigation measures are required.

3.2.7 Natural Hazards

Natural hazards in Hawai‘ include floods, tsunamis, hurricanes, and earthquakes.

3.2.7.1 Floods

Section 3.2.7.1 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-8) provides an assessment of the flood hazards. The
existing WWTP is located outside of the 500-year flood plain. Portions of the subject property that are below
elevation 17 feet are subject to coastal wave action, but all improvements will be located at higher elevations.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No short-term or long-term effects to existing flood plains are anticipated, and therefore no mitigation
measures are required.

3.2.7.2 Hurricanes
Section 3.2.7.2 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-11) provides discussion of hurricanes in Hawai‘i.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The proposed improvements will not affect the local climate in the short-term or the long-term. No
mitigative measures are required.

3.2.7.3 Volcanic and Earthquake Hazards

Section 3.2.7.3 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-11) provides discussion of volcanic and earthquake
hazards in the area.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

A large earthquake can damage structures due to differential ground movement. The proposed
improvements will be designed in accordance with applicable building codes. There are no other practical
mitigative measures available.
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Section 3 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT

3.2.7.4 Coastal Hazards

Section 3.2.7.4 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-12) provides discussion of coastal hazards at the
project site, which consist of landslides caused by wave action.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The possible collapse of sections of cliff along the shoreline is an ever-present threat along the Hamakua
coast. The existing WWTP is located approximately 400 feet inland from the cliff edge, and the potential for
catastrophic collapse affecting the WWTP is negligible. Construction will be in accordance with the Coastal

Barrier Resources Act (16 U.S.C. §3501) and the Coastal Zone Management Act (16 U.S.C. {1456(2) (1))
when applicable.

3.2.8 Flora and Fauna

Section 3.2.8 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-12) describes flora and fauna investigations conducted
for the project. No listed species of flora and fauna are known to exist near the project area. The endangered
Hawaiian Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus) has been recorded throughout the Honoka‘a region.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

If the Hawaiian Hoary Bat are found, construction will be in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. §1536(a) (2) and (4)), Essential Fish Habitat Construction Process under Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. {1801) and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C.
§662 (a)) when applicable.

3.2.9 Visual Resources

The visual appearance of the upgraded WWTP will be similar to the existing WWTP. The new aerated
lagoons will be equipped with low-profile aerators. The new headworks structure and plant water pump
station are mostly underground, except for some surface-mounted equipment. Other changes include an
emergency generatot, electrical panels, and other miscellaneous improvements that are typically found at a
WWTP. Overhead power lines will be installed to bring electricity to the WWTP, but numerous overhead
power lines exist in the area already due to the presence of a nearby power plant.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No significant short-term or long-term affects to visual resources are anticipated; therefore no mitigative
measures are required.

3.2.10 Noise Conditions

Section 3.2.9 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-15) provides discussion of noise levels generated by
typical heavy construction equipment, and permissible noise exposure levels.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Intermittent elevated noise levels from certain types of construction activities are inevitable, but will be short-
term and minor. Noise generated by construction activities will comply with noise provisions established by
DOH and no further measures are required to mitigate short-term impacts. All construction work will be
scheduled during daytime hours in accordance with HRS 342-F-1.

During normal operations the only noise generated by the WWTP will be the hum of small (less than 15
horsepower) electric motors and water splashing noise created by the floating aerators. A diesel-powered
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emergency generator will operated during power failures and periodically for maintenance and testing
purposes. No significant long-term noise impacts are anticipated; no long-term mitigation measures are
required.

3.2.11 Air Quality

Section 3.2.11 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-17) provides discussion of the existing air quality
conditions at the project site.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Possible short-term effects are dust emissions from construction activities and vehicular emissions from
construction equipment. The effects are short-term in nature and will cease upon completion of the
construction activities. Contractors will be required to control emissions per the Hawaii Administrative
Rules. Construction activities will incorporate dust control measures and best management practices such as
regular watering for dust control and covering trucks during transport and storage of soils. Areas graded and
cleared of vegetation will be re-vegetated as soon as possible to reduce dust emissions and soil erosion.

Nuisance odor conditions can develop in wastewater treatment lagoons if aerobic conditions are not
maintained. The wastewater treatment lagoons will be designed with sufficient aeration capacity to maintain
sutface water dissolved oxygen concentrations at or above 2.0 mg/L at all times to provide a suitable aerobic
treatment environment and to prevent the development of nuisance odor conditions. The WWTP will have
an emergency generator to ensure that aeration will continue during power failures. No long-term effects to
air quality are anticipated, and therefore no mitigation measures are required.

3.3 Social

3.3.1 Cultural Resources

Section 3.3.1 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-20) describes data gathering inquiries made to
government agencies, community associations, the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD), museums,
and native Hawaiian organizations regarding the project.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The existing WWTP is a disturbed site, and therefore the presence of historical or culturally significant
resources is unlikely. In the event that historical or cultural materials are discovered during ground disturbing
activities, work in the area will cease immediately and SHPD will be notified of the discovery and consulted as
the appropriate course of action. Burial finds will be treated in accordance with HAR 12-300 and HRS 6E-
43.6. The SHPD will determine the appropriate treatment of the remains and any associated historical or
cultural material in consultation with recognized descendants, if any, and the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council.

3.3.2 Cultural Impact Assessment

According to the Session Laws of Hawaii, Act 50, an EA should identify and address effects on Hawai1’s
culture and traditional and customary rights.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The project is located at an existing wastewater treatment plant, with no known cultural practices, cultural
resources, traditional and customary rights. No mitigation measures are required.
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3.3.3 Environmental Justice

The project is located at an existing wastewater treatment plant. Neighboring properties are zoned and used
for agriculture. No one segment of the population or geographical area will be disproportionately burdened
with environmental and/or health impacts resulting from the proposed wastewater treatment plant
modifications.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No short-term or long-term mitigation measures are required.

3.3.4 Public Services/Infrastructure
There are currently no utilities to the WWTP site.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Electrical power will be brought in to provide power for the upgraded wastewater treatment processes. The
total WWTP electrical demand is estimated to be less than 50 kilowatts. An emergency generator will be
installed to ensure wastewater treatment continues during a power failure. The County will coordinate with
the electrical utility during design to ensure that a reliable power supply can be provided.

The upgraded WWTP will be self-contained with respect to water supply, and therefore no impacts to
existing potable water systems are anticipated. Process water needs will be met by using chlorinated plant
effluent. Water for employee toilet flushing and hand washing will be provided by catchment. Bottled water
will be provided for drinking purposes.

The upgraded WWTP will be capable of treating the increased wastewater flow from Honoka‘a Town that
will result from the planned conversion of LCCs. The project will result in less raw wastewater being
discharged via cesspools upstream of the UIC line, to the net benefit of the drinking water aquifer and the
existing potable water well located approximately 0.3 miles below the town.

3.3.5 Traffic

Section 3.3.5 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-22) provides discussion of existing traffic conditions in
Honoka‘a.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Traffic to the WWTP is not expected to increase above the existing light levels. The upgraded treatment
process will not require significantly more operator attention than the existing treatment process, and a
telemetry system will be provided to relay operational information to operators in Hilo. Weekly visits by
operations personnel are anticipated after the construction project is completed. No short-term or long-term
mitigation measures are required.
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3.3.6 Recreational Facilities

The shoreline near the WWTP is used for recreational fishing. The public uses existing gravel and dirt roads
in the area to access the shoreline. A dirt road on the eastern side of the WWTP serves the dual purpose of
WWTP access and shoreline access.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Portions of the access road will be upgraded with gravel, asphalt, or concrete paving to provide all-weather
access to the WWTP. Access will be temporarily affected while the paving operations are conducted, and
temporary detours will be used. The project will not affect long-term shoreline fishing access. No long-term
mitigation measutes are required.

3.3.7 Public Meeting

Section 3.3.7 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-22) describes the public meeting held for the project,
and public comments and responses.

3.4 Socio-Economic Environment

3.4.1 Demographics and Socio-Economic Environment

Section 3.4.1 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-23) provides discussion of the demographics and socio-
economic environment of the Honoka‘a area.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The proposed WWTP improvements will not induce or hinder economic or population growth in the
Hamakua District in the short-term, long-term, or cumulatively in conjunction with any other projects. No
short-term or long-term mitigation measures are necessary.

3.5 Land Uses and Ownership

3.5.1 Hawai‘i State Plan

Section 3.5.1 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-24) provides discussion of the Hawai‘i State Plan, and
the specific sections (226-11 and 226-13) that are applicable to the project.

The proposed project is consistent with Section 226-11 and Section 226-13 objectives. Reducing the use of
LCC for wastewater disposal will reduce the potential for contamination of the drinking water aquifer. The
proposed improvements to the WWTP will not affect the appearance of the community.

3.5.2 State Land Use Law
Section 3.5.2 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-24) provided discussion of the State Land Use Law.

The WWTP property is currently owned by the State of Hawaii, Hawaii Health Systems Incorporated and is
used for wastewater treatment. The land use will not change as a result of the WWTP improvements project.

A portion of the property, below the existing WWTP facility, is located in a Special Management Area (SMA).
The SMA boundary is shown in Figure 2-1, and coincides with the mauka boundary of the abandoned
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settling pond. While no wastewater treatment facilities will be located in the SMA, excavated rock and soil
from the construction project will be placed in the abandoned settling pond. The County has obtained an
SMA permit for this activity. The SMA permit review implements the objectives and policies of the Coastal
Zone Management Program set forth in HRS § 205A-2, as amended.

3.5.3 County of Hawai‘i

Section 3.5.3 of the original EA (Appendix A, page 3-25) provides discussion of the Hawaii County General
Plan, as applicable to the project. The General Plan expresses a long-term goal to eliminate the need for and
continued use of oxidation ponds for wastewater treatment.

The proposed WWTP improvements project satisfies the intent of the General Plan. The existing oxidation
ponds will be converted to an aerated lagoon treatment process. There will be no change in land use, as the
property is currently being used for wastewater treatment purposes. The proposed project is a necessary
public utility, crucial to public health, protection of groundwater resources, and off-shore water quality. The
Hawaii County Zoning Code Section 25-4-11(c) pertaining to power lines, utility substations, and public
buildings states:

“Public uses, structures and buildings and community buildings are permitted uses in any district, provided that the
director has issued plan approval for such use”.

No mitigation measures are required.
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT
HONOKA‘A LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL CONVERSION

4. DETERMINATION WITH SUPPORTING FINDINGS AND
REASONS

In accordance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statues, this Environmental Assessment Amendment
characterizes the technical, social, and environmental issues related to the wastewater treatment plant
upgrades required to support the Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project. It identifies
potential project impacts to the environment and their significance. It is anticipated that the proposed project
will not exert any significant impacts to the environment. Therefore, a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONS]I) is anticipated and an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

The determination of an anticipated FONSI is based on thirteen significance criteria listed in HRS §11-200-12
of the Environmental Impact Statement Rules. The specific criteria used in making this determination are
addressed below:

1.

The proposed project will not involve an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of
any natural or cultural resource. The existing wastewater treatment plant property does not
contain any previously known significant natural or cultural resources.

The proposed project will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment. The
project will upgrade an existing wastewater treatment plant so that it can provide the wastewater
treatment needs of the community after large capacity cesspools are removed from service. The
project will reduce the risk of pollution of the drinking water aquifer by large capacity cesspools.

The proposed project will not conflict with the State’s long-term environmental policies or
goals and guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and
amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders. The project will not damage
sensitive natural resources or emit excessive noise or contaminants. The project will reduce the risk
of pollution of the drinking water aquifer by large capacity cesspools

The proposed project does not substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the
community or State. The economic impact to the property owners in the project area is the cost to
connect to the County lateral and the monthly sewer fees. The scope of the project was to provide a
means for County, State, and private business for closure of their existing LCC's in accordance with
EPA requirements. Many of the business within the Honoka'a town area have limited land area and
access which precludes installation of Individual Wastewater Systems (IWS's) to allow closure of their
LCC's. The project therefore supports the economic and social welfare of the community by
assisting property owners with a means of complying with the EPA's mandate of closing all LCC's.

Sewer fees in the County of Hawai'i are currently $27.00/month for residential customers and
$22.00/month with a useage charge of $4.04 per 1,000 gallons after the first 8,000 gallons for non-
residential users.

The estimated construction cost for the wastewater treatment plant improvements project is $4.2
million, which will be funded by a combination of Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funds and a State Revolving Fund loan. The County is under a consent decree with the USEPA.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Delaying or postponing the completion of the project beyond September 2010 may incur possible
USEPA fines of up to $32,500 per day for each large capacity cesspool in service after April 2005.

The proposed project will not substantially affect public health in a negative way. The project
will reduce the risk of pollution of the drinking water aquifer by large capacity cesspools and will help
protect the existing potable water well located approximately 0.3 miles below the town. During
construction, environmental pollutants will be mitigated to regulated levels by implementing
appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs).

The proposed project will not involve substantial secondary impacts, such as population
changes or eftects on public facilities. The upgraded wastewater treatment plant will provide
adequate treatment capacity to provide service to existing customers and identified properties with
large capacity cesspools that will be abandoned to satisty the requirements of the USEPA consent
decree. Therefore, the project is not growth-inducing,

The proposed project will not involve a substantial degradation of environmental quality.
The existing rural quality of the Honoka‘a area will remain unchanged. During construction
environmental pollutants will be mitigated to regulated levels by implementing appropriate BMPs.

The proposed project is individually limited, and cumulatively does not have considerable
effect upon the environment nor does it involve a commitment for larger actions. The
wastewater treatment improvements project is designed to satisfy the requirements of the USEPA
ban on using large capacity cesspools for wastewater disposal in the Honoka‘a area. The project
itself does not necessitate requitements for other related projects in the Hamakua District.

The proposed project will not substantially affect rare, threatened, or endangered species, or
its habitat. The project site is not a known habitat for threatened or endangered flora or fauna
species.

The proposed project will not detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise levels.
The proposed project will produce short-term gas and particulate emissions from construction
vehicle exhaust and dust-producing excavation; however, there are no anticipated long-term gas and
particulate emissions from the upgraded wastewater treatment plant. Site work will be in accordance
with permit conditions to minimize erosion, non-point source pollution, and dust. BMPs will be
implemented to prevent project site runoff from affective near-by stream and ocean water quality.
Air quality and noise levels will not exceed State DOH standards. The project will not result in long-
term adverse effects. Upon completion of construction activities the air, water, and noise levels will
revert to pre-construction levels.

The proposed project is not located in an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood
plain, tsunami zone, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuatry, fresh watet, or
coastal waters. The existing wastewater treatment facility is not located in an environmentally
sensitive area.

The proposed project will not affect scenic vistas. The project will upgrade an existing
wastewater treatment plant and will not affect any scenic vistas.

The proposed project does not require substantial energy consumption. The energy
requirements at the upgraded wastewater treatment plant will be comparable to similar-sized
facilities, and is expected to be less than 700 kilowatt hours per day.
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT
HONOKA‘A LARGE CAPACITY CESSPOOL CONVERSION

5. CONSULTED AGENCIES AND PARTICIPANTS DURING THE
PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Federal, State, and County agencies, as well as private and community organizations, that were consulted
directly or indirectly during the preparation of the original EA are listed in Chapter 5 of the original EA
(Appendix A, Page 5-1). The preconsultation letters and responses, and the draft environmental assessment
comment and response letters for the original EA were reviewed during the preparation of this EA
amendment. This EA amendment will be subject to public review for a 30-day period pursuant to HAR
Chapter 11-200.
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Nationwide Permit

State Office of Environmental Quality Control
State Office of Hawaiian Affairs

Occupational Saftey and Health Act

Preliminary Engineering Report

Particulate matter

Parts per billion

Parts per millicn

Poly-vinyl Chloride pipe

Peak Wet Weather Flow

State Ambient Air Quality Standards

M & E Pacific, Inc.
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Envirommental Assessment

SBR Sequencing Batch Reactor
SCS Soil Conservation Service
SHPD State Historic Preservation Division
SRF State Revolving Fund
TMK Tax Map Key
UBC Uniform Building Code
UIC Underground Injection Control
usc U.S. Code
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture
USEPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
VCP Vitrified Clay Pipe
WWTP Wastewater Treatment Plant
M & E Pacific, Inc. v September 2006
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Honoka*a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmental Assessment

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT INFORMATION SUMMARY

Project Name:

Applicant:

Contact Person

Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion

Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawai'i

25 Aupuni Street, Room 210

Hilo, HI 96720

Dora Beck, P.E. Technical Services Section Chief
Phone: (808) 961-8028 Fax: (808) 961-8086

Approving Agency: Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawai'i
25 Aupuni Street, Room 210
Hilo, HI 96720
Location: Hamakua District
Confirmed large capacity Parcel (45-350 Ohelo Street, 4.43 ac)
cesspools (LCC) are listed on ~ Owner: Hawai'i Housing Authority.
the right; more than one LCC  Tax Map Key:
may exist on a parcel. 3" Tax Div., 4-5-001: parcel 011
SLU District: Agricultural
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, 1 acre}
Parcel (Honoka‘a, 11.12 ac)
Owner: State of Hawai‘i
Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-001: parcel 012
SLU District: Agriculttural
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, 1 acre)
Parcel (45-370 Ohelo Street, 1.25 ac)
Qwner: State of Hawai‘i (Brantley Center)
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-001: parcel 018
SLU District: Agricultural
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, I acre)
Parcel (45-505 Pakalana Street, 4.31 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai‘i (Honoka‘a Swimming Pool)
Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-003: parcel 020
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 {Single Family, 10,000 SF)
Parcel (45-534 Pakalana Street, 4.31 ac)
Owner: State of Hawai‘i (Honoka‘a Middle School)
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-003: parcel 020
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)
M & E Pacific, Inc. 1-1 September 2006
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Parcel (45-534 Pakalana Street, 3.36 ac)
Owner: State of Hawai‘i (Honoka‘a High School / Elementary School)
Tax Map Key:

3" Tax Div,, 4-5-005: parcel 002
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 (Single Family, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3525 Mamane Street, 1.26 ac)
Owner: United Methodist Church Honoka‘a

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-005: parcel 006
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (Mamane Street, 1.07 ac)
Owner: The Salvation Army

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-005: parcel 012
SLU District; Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 and CV-10 (Single Family, 10.000 SF and

Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3380 Mamane Street, 2.39 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai'i (Honoka‘a Fire Station)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tox Div., 4-5-006: parcel 003
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)

Parcel (45-3384 Mamane Street, 2.39 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai‘i (Hamakua Police Station)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 003
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Farmily, 7500 SF)

Parcel (45-3386 Mamane Street, 2.39 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai‘i (County Garage (Base yard))

Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-006: parce! 003
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)
Parcel (45-3396 Mamane Street, 0.32 ac)
Owner: Toshio & Hideko Nakashima
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 005
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)

Pareel (45-3400 Mamane Strect, 0.43 ac)
Qwner: Harue Qkada

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 006
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)

M & E Pacific, Inc.

1-2 September 2006
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Environmental Assessment

Parcel (45-497 llima Street, 045 ac)
Qwner: Edmund Wah On Akioka

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 007
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3468 Mamane Street, 0.23 ac)
Owner: George R. & Eleanor A. Garcia

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 011
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3480 Mamane Street, 0.53 ac)
Owner: Hotel Honoka*a Club, Inc.

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 013
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 and CV-10 (Single Family, 7500 SF and

Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3382 Mamane Street, 0.48 ac)

Owner: State of Hawai'i (Storage & Maintenance Yard)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-006: parcel 071
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-7.5 (Single Family, 7500 SF)

Parcel (45-3611 Mamane Street, 0.29 ac)
Owner: Rose C, Rice

Tax Map Keys:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-007: parcel 010
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (Mamane Street, 0.16 ac)
Owner: Kahale O Na Keiki Preschool

Tax Map Keys:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-008: parcel 016
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-534 Pakalana Street, 11.21 ac)

Owner: State of Hawai‘i (Honoka‘a Elementary)

Tax Map Key:
3 Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 076
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-5A (Agriculture, 5 acre)

Parcel (45-527 Pakalana Street, 11.21 ac)

Owner: County of Hawai'i (Honoka*‘a High School)

Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 076
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-5A (Agriculture, 5 acre)
M & E Pacific, Inc. 1-3 September 2006
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Parcel (45-520 Koniaka Place, 2.42 ac)
OQwner: Hawai‘i Housing Authority

Tax Map Key:
3% Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 078
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, ! acre)

Parcel (45-541 Lehua Street, 23.91 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai‘i (Henoka'a Park/Gym)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 088
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-5A (Agriculture, 5 acre)

Parcel (45-541 Lehua Street, 23,91 ac)
Owner: County of Hawai‘i (Honoka'a Track Field)

Tax Map Key:
3 Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 088
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-5A (Agriculture, 5 acre)

Parcel (45-541 Lehua Strect, 23.91 ac)
Owmer: County of Hawai'i (Honoka'a Ball Field)

Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-010: parcel 088
SLU District; Urban
County Zoning: A-5A (Agriculture, 5 acre)

Parcel (45-527 Pakalana Street, 0.59 ac)
Owner: State of Hawai‘i (Honoka‘a High School Gym)

Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-012: parcel 021
SLU District: Urban
County Zoaing: RS-10 (Single Family, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (Honoka‘a, 0.55 ac)
Owner: State of Hawai'i (Honoka‘a High & Elementary School)
Tax Map Key:

3™ Tax Div., 4-5-012: parcel 025
SLU Dristrict: Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 (Single Family, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (Mamane Street, 0.19 ac)
Owner: Blake J. & Brent T. Cousins

Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-016: parcel 003
SLU Dristrict: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

M & E Pacific, Inc.

14 September 2006
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Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmenta! Assessment

Parcel (45-3574 Mamane Street, 0.32 ac)
Owner: Tawn [, Keeney

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-016: parcel 011
SL! District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3580 Mamane Street, 0.17 ac)
Owner: Evelyn E. Tsukamoto

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-016: parcel 012
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3610 Mamane Street, 0.29 ac)
Owner: [sland Land & Trading Co., LLC

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-016: parcel 018
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-3327 Kou Street, 0.54 ac)
Owner: Baptist Church Honoka*a

Tax Map Key:
3 Tax Div., 4-5-017: parcel 009
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 (Single Family, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (45-5002 Lehua Street, 0.59 ac)
Owner: T. Kaneshiro Store, Inc.

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-018: parcel 005
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF)

Parcel (Honoka‘a, 0.25 ac)
Owner: Shingon Shu Kyodan Hamakua.

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-018: parcel 031
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: CV-10 and A-1A (Village Commercial, 10,000 SF

and Agriculture, 1 acre)

Parcel (Honoks‘a, 0.22 ac)
Owner: Shingon Shu Kyodan Hamakua.

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-018: parcet 032
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, 1 acre)

M & E Pacific, Inc.

1-5 September 2006
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Parcel (Honoka‘a, 0.67 ac)
Owner: State DOT Baseyard

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-021; parcel 001
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: A-1A (Agriculture, 1 acre)

Parcel (45-3257 Hawaii Belt Rd., 8.00 ac)

This parcel will not be connected to new gravity sewer system: 2 new IWS is
proposed for this parcel.
Owner: County of Hawai'i (Honoka‘a Rodeo Arena)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-003: parcel 018
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-10 (Single Family, 10,000 SF)
Possible WWTP sites are Parcel (119.70 ac)
listed on the right. Owner: Rabo Ag Services Inc.
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002: parcel 018
SLU District: Agricultural and Urban
County Zoning; A-40A and RS-15(Agriculture, 40 acre and Single

Parcel (28.43 ac)

Family, 15,000 SF)

Owner: Hamakua Land Partmership LLP
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002: parcel 061
SLU District: Agricultural and Urban
County Zoning: A-40A (Agriculture, 40 acre)
Parcel (8.88 ac)
Owner: Humakua Land Parmership LLP
Tax Map Key:
3 Tax Div., 4-5-002: parcel 063
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-15, MG-1A, and A-40A (Single Family, 15,000
SF, General Industrial, 1 acre, and Agriculture, 40
acre)
Parcel (2.46 ac)
Owner: Rabo Ag Services Inc.
Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-002: parcel 068
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

M & E Pacific, Inc.
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Honoka'a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project

Environmental Assessment

Parcel (3.63 ac)

Owner: Hamakua Land Partnership LLP

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002;

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (3.70 ac)

parcel 069

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

Owner: Hamakua Land Partnership LLP

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (2.03ac)

parcel 070

Urban
RS-15 and MG-1A (Single Family 15,060 SF and
General Industrial, 1 acre)

Owner: Hamakua Land Parership LLP

Tax Map Key: .
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-002:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (5.42 ac)

parcel 071

Urban
MG-1A and A-40A (General Industrial, 1 Acre and
Agriculture, 40 acre)

Owner: Hamakua Land Partnership LLP

Tax Map Key:

3™ Tax Div., 4-5-002:
SLU District:
County Zoning;

Parcel (0.66 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:
3™ Tax Div., 4-5-002;
SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (0.42 ac)
Owner; Private

parcel 072

Urban

RS-15, MG-1A, and A-40A (Single Family, 15,000
SF, General Industrial, 1 acre, and Agriculture, 40
acre)

parcel 074

Urban
MG-1A (General Industrial, | acre)

Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002: pareel 075
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning; RS-15 and MG-1A (Single Family 15,000 SF and
General Industrial, 2 acre)
Parcel (0.37 ac)
Owner: Hamakua Land Partnership LLP
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-002: parcel 076
SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: MG-1A (General Industrial, 1 Acre)
M & E Pacific, Inc, 17 September 2006
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Parcel (0.80 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:

3 Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (0.59 ac)
Owner: Hauanio, Victor
Tax Map Key:

3% Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (0.89 ac)

parcel 063

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

parcel 064

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

Qwner: Hamakua Housing Corp

Tax Map Key:

3" Tax Div., 4-5-023:
SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (0.69 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcet (0.32 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

Parcel (0.20 ac)
Owmer: Private
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zouing:

Parcel (0.28 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:
3" Tax Div., 4-5-023:

SLU District:
County Zoning:

parcel 065

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

parcel 066

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

parcel 067

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

parcel 068

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

parcel 069

Urban
RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

M & E Pacific, Inc. 1-8 September 2006
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Applicant Agent:

Proposed Action:

Anticipated Determination:

Parcel (0,27 ac)
Owner: Private
Tax Map Key:
3% Tax Div,, 4-5-023: parcel 070

SLU District: Urban
County Zoning: RS-15 (Single Family 15,000 SF)

M £ E Pacific, Inc.

Davies Pacific Center

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulue, Hawaii 96813

Contact: Bruce Wade, P.E.

Phone: (808) 521-3051, Fax: (808) 524-0246

The proposed action involves installing a gravity sewer system, constructing a new
wastewater treatment plant, and abandoning large capacity cesspools.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

M & E Pacific, Inc.

19 September 2006
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1.2 OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED PROJECT

In accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) ban on large capacity
cesspools (LCC), the County of Hawai‘i entered into a consent agreement with the USEPA
which extends the ban deadline when fines could be levied based on a conversion schedule
submitted by the County. This agreement requires the County to complete the conversion of
regulated LCC to USEPA approved alternative sewer disposal by September 2010. As part of
this agreement, the County proposes the Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion project
to improve the existing sewerage systems in the town of Honoka‘a. See Figure 1-1 for a location
map of Honoka‘a town and the Project Area. See Figure 1-2 for the existing sewer collection
system and wastewater treatment plant (WWTP),

The County will be expanding the existing gravity sewer collection system to connect the
majority of the LCC users to the sewer and building a new WWTP. This project may be funded
by Federal Funds through the State of Hawaii’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF)
Program, which constitute a federal action, and will require the project to meet all NEPA and
Hawaii SRF program requirements.

The ban on LCC is to mitigate the possibility of contamination of the water aquifer from raw
wastewater seepage. The extension of an existing gravity sewer system and upgrade of the
WWTP will cause short-term negative impacts to the environment. These short-term negative
impacts are all construction related and are to be mitigated. The upgrade of the WWTP will
require daily monitoring of the plant operations in order to ensure that proper treatment of the
raw wastewater is continuing and to prevent odor problems. The long-term positive impact of
safeguarding drinking water quality out weighs these short-term negative impacts and the long-
term cost to the converted LCC users of monthly sewer fees.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 1-10 September 2006
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13  REQUIRED PERMITS AND CLEARANCES

Various County of Hawai‘i and State of Hawai‘i permits, approvals and clearances are required
for the proposed project. These items include the following types:

Plan Approval

NPDES Stormwater, Construction Dewatering, Hydrotesting Permits
Underground Injection Control (UIC) Permit

Building Permits

Grading Permit

Excavation Permit

Pressure Vessel and Boiler Permit

Fuel Storage Tank Permit

‘Wastewater Management Permit

14 PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

This Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared pursuant to Chapter 343 of the HRS and DOH,
HAR Title 11-200, Environmental Impact Statement Rules. This document will serve as a written
evaluation of the potential physical and social effects on the environment by the proposed
project, as well as, mitigative measures wherever necessary.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 1-13 September 2006
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CHAPTER 2 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

2.1  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

In accordance with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) regulations, 40 CFR
144-145, all large capacity cesspools (LCC) must be eliminated by April 2005. The County of
Hawai‘i has approximately 97 facilities that utilize 110 LCC Island wide. A current project is
undenvay addressing the majority of these facilities with conversion to individual wastewater
systems (IWS). These consist of septic tanks and leach fields. Where feasible, the County
facilities that are within or adjacent to County sewers will be evaluated for possible connection
to the existing system in lieu of conversion to IWS. The owner of the LCC is responsible to
close the LCC in compliance with the Underground Injection Control (UIC) injection-well
cesspool backfilling and abandonment requirements,

The County has entered into a consent agreement with the USEPA to schedule systematic
conversion from LCC to acceptable wastewater treatment and disposal systems. During this
period, the USEPA ban deadline is extended to preclude the possibility of fines levied by the
USEPA. For LCCs in Honoka‘a Town, the agreed upon schedule requires the County to
compiete construction of an USEPA approved sewage collection system by September 2010.

The County of Hawai‘i, Department of Environmental Management (DEM), has contracted
M&E Pacific to prepare a PER and EA that will recommend solutions for satisfying the USEPA
regulation. The recommendations of the PER and EA will result in the design and construction of
the selected alternative.

Honoka*a Town is approximately 40 miles north of Hilo and 20 miles southwest of Waimea in
the Hamakua District. The existing State-owned wastewater system is shown in Figure 1-2,
Existing 6-in and 8-in PVC sewer lines run from the Health Care Center on Lehua Street north
approximately 8,000 linear feet down-gradient to the existing WWTP. The current system
services the Hale Ho‘ola Hamakua Health Care Center, two churches on lower Plumeria Street,
and a few unknown properties downstream of the Health Care Center.

In the early 1950’s the 6-in PVC sewer ran from the Health Care Center approximately 1100
linear feet to a lava tube adjacent to Lehua Street and approximately 380 feet makai of the
Mamane Street and Lehua Street intersection. The lava tube was approximately 1000 feet
upstream of a water well system serving the former plantation town of Haina, just north of
Honoka‘a. In 1995, construction of the current collection system eliminated the use of the lava
tube for disposal of raw wastewater due to public health concerns.

Through a County outreach program, all the commercial and non-profit entities in Honoka‘a
were contacted with the purpose of determining the existence of LCC. There are 37 confirmed
properties with LCC within Honoka‘a town and up to approximately 60 to 70 unconfirmed
properties with LCC. See Figure 2-1 showing the confirmed properties with LCC. There are
areas in Honoka‘a Town where lack of suitable land for conversion of LCC to septic tank and
leach field make these areas good candidates for sewerage.

The existing WWTP built in 1995 rests on a parcel zoned “Agricultural” by the County and State

M & E Pacific, Inc. 2-1 September 2006
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Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmental Assessment

zoned “Conservation” for a portion of the parcel laying within the 300-feet shoreline setback
area, See Figure 2-2 for the WWTP Site Plan. The existing WWTP will be abandoned and a new
WWTP will be constructed. The new WWTP will not be constructed on conservation land;
therefore, no State Conservation District Use Permit is required,

M & E Pacific, Inc. 2-2 September 2006
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22  PROJECT TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION

This project is divided into two terms, short-term and long-term. Short-term covers the next five
(5) years and long-term covers five (5) to fifty (50) years from now. The short-term
recommendation is work that must be done immediately to satisfy the agreement that the County
has with USEPA (as described in Section 2.2.1). Long-term work is the expansion of the

wastewater treatment system to include the entire Towns of Honoka‘a and Haina (see Section
22.2).

2.2.1 SHORT TERM-5 YEARS
The County is proposing the following improvements:
L. Design and Construct Proposed Collection System

a. Perform flow monitoring and TV inspections of the existing collection system
and WWTP. This task should be performed as part of a Due Diligence
evaluation prior to transferring ownership of the existing State wastewater
system to the County.

b. Design and construct Mamane Street trunk sewer line from Ohelo Street to
Lehua Street. Connect to existing sewer manhole in the intersection of
Mamane Street and Lehua Street.

c. Design and construct Pakalana Street sewers from Kamani Street to the
proposed Mamane Street sewer.

d. Design and construct interim pump station for the County and State
properties, which include the police and fire stations.

e. Design and construct sewer line connecting the County park facilities with the
proposed Mamane trunk sewer.

f. Replace 40 linear feet of the existing 8-inch Lehua interceptor to remove the
hydraulic bottleneck within the system.

g. Obtain necessary easements.

h. Transfer ownership of the existing State owned wastewater system to the
County at no extra cost to the County.

i. Landowners along the proposed sewer routes must connect to the County
sewer system and must pay a monthly sewer usage fee.

2. Design and Construct Proposed WWTP
a. Design and construct a new 200,000 gpd mechanized secondary treatment
plant.
b. The existing wastewater treatment plant will not be incorporated into this
project.
¢. New WWTP site and property will be required.

i. The old sugar mill properties and the adjacent pasturelands are among
the potential site for the new WWTP. The County is expected to
purchase the necessary property for the WWTP.

ii. Approximately 5-8 acres is required. The amount of land will depend
on the existing structures that will be difficult to demolish,
accessibility for road and utilities, and the slope of the terrain,
Additional 2-3 acres may be required if Alterative 3 option is
implemented.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 2-5 September 2006
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iii. These potential sites already provide paved road access, potable water
supply, and utility electrical supply.
iv. Consolidation and/or resubdivision may be required depending on the
chosen WWTP site.
d. New seepage pits/injection wells are required,
Disinfection though not required will be included.
Stabilized and dewatered waste sludge will be hauled to and disposed at a
West Hawaii municipal landfill.

oo

The following 25 properties with confirmed LCCs will be connected to the County sewer line by
expanding the Mamane trunk sewer tributary area:
1. Seven (7) County owned properties;
2. Eight (8) State owned properties on Mamane Street (6 school properties, 1 housing
property, and 1 Army National Guard site); and
3. Ten (10) privately owned properties along Mamane Street,

After the expansion, the estimated reserve capacity in the Lehua Interceptor will be as follows:

1. Sewer Capacity 806,100 gpd;
2. Estimated PWWF Generated 578,400 gpd; and
3. Reserve Capacity 227,700 gpd.

After implementation, approximately 98 properties will be served by 8,700 linear feet of sewer
lines. The expected cost of construction for the expanded wastewater collection system is $3.6
million. The expected annual revenue is $194,000.

The cost to each property owner may range between $1,000 and $20,000 per connection
depending on the terrain, obstructions (landscaping, walls, etc), depth of cesspool and distance
from the County’s lateral. The total cost to each property owner is not included in the estimated
construction cost for the County to implement the proposed collection system. The cost to
connect to the County sewer would vary depending on the location of their cesspool (in front vs.
in back of the lot) and the type of subsurface conditions (rock or dirt),

The advantages and disadvantages of this proposal are:

25 out of 37 properties with known LCCs will be sewered;

Major reduction of raw wastewater being discharged into the ground;

Property owners must instail lateral connections from their cesspools to the property line
fronting the County’s sewer line; and

Property owners must pay the County’s sewer user fee.

U N

e

The increase in wastewater collection would necessitate a new WWTP. The WWTP currently
handles a flow of 56,800 gpd and the proposed improvements require a design ADWF flow of
200,000 gpd. Thus, County proposes a new wastewater treatment plant. Considering the
relatively small wastewater flows and the need for [ow capital and operation and maintenance
cost, a sequencing batch reactor (SBR) is recommended. The SBR is a mechanical secondary
wastewater treatment process that has been shown to produce high quality effluent, is able to
handle flow and organic loading variations, and needs minimal operator attention.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 2-6 September 2006
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The proposed SBR will produce approximately 10,000 to 30,000 gpd of raw un-stabilized liquid
waste sludge. Before disposal, the liquid waste sludge must be stabilized {aerobic digestion) and
the liquid portion of the sludge must be removed. A typical mechanized sludge handling system
for a 200,000 gpd, mechanized plant consists of aerobic digester units and dewatering such as
belt presses or centrifuges. The mechanized sludge handling system will reduce the standard
liquid content for disposal at a County municipal landfill in West Hawaii. Cake sludge will be
hauled, as needed (either weekly or biweekly).

Seepage pits are feasible since they have been successful and the proposed wastewater treatment
sites are below the Underground Injection Control (UIC) line. Two new seepage pits, each 8-
foot in diameter and 25 feet deep, and two backup seepage pits are required. Seepage pits are
practical because of relatively low cost and they can be adequately maintained due to the low
number of seepage pits required.

A new 5-8 acre site is needed for the new WWTP. The new site should include space for a
building to accommodate operational staff and to store necessary equipment and supplies. The
possible sites for the new WWTP are TMKs 4-5-002:018; 61; 63; 68-72; 74-76 and TMKS 4-5-
023:63-70 (See Figure 2-4). The County needs to acquire the land for the new WWTP.

The estimated cost for construction of the collection system, WWTP, and effluent disposal
system will be over $11 million. The estimated cost includes acquiring 5 acres of land for the
WWTP at $5 per square foot. This project may be funded by Federal Funds through the State of
Hawaii’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program, which constitute a federal action,
and will require the project to meet all NEPA and Hawaii SRF program requirements. County
funds will be utilized for the operating and maintenance costs. Construction is expected to be
completed by May 2010. This will meet the September 2010 USEPA deadline. The County’s
estimated annual revenue is $194,000 and the estimated life cycle cost is $23.46 million
assuming a 20-year life, 6% interest rate and 3% inflation rate.

2.2.2 LONG TERM-5TO 50 YEARS
The County is proposing the following long-term improvements:

1. Increase Capacity of WWTP Phase 1 (5-10 years)

ADWEF 350,000 gpd.

PWWF 1.74 mgd.

Obtain addition land for the expansion of the WWTP.
Screening facility.

Expand the WWTP to 350,000 gpd.

Seepage pit disposal system.

Expand sludge handling facilities.

nd Collection System Phase 1: (10 to 20 years)
ADWF: 211,800 gpd.

PWWE: 1.06 mgd.

Continue using the existing Lehua sewer line.
Capacity of the existing Lehua sewer: 806,100 gpd.

Bmmepo o

2. Exp

epop
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Expand Mamane trunk tributary area:
i.  This will remove many of the downtown and State and County
propetties from using cesspools.
Camp 8 trunk tributary area.

. Plumeria trunk tributary area.
. Lehua trunk tributary area.

i. Landowners within the proposed tributary areas must connect to the
Ceunty sewer system and must pay a monthly sewer usage fee.

3. Expand Collection System Phase 2 (20 to 30 years)

L N

ADWF: 335,000 gpd.

PWWF: 1.55 mgd.

Expand Maile Interceptor to the plant site.

Expand Lehua Interceptor, which connects to the proposed Maile Interceptor.
Maile trunk tributary area.

Pakalana trunk tributary area.

Landowners within the proposed tributary areas must connect to the County
sewer system and must pay a monthly sewer usage fee.

4. Expand WWTP Phase 2 (25 to 30 years)

e T o

ADWF 700,000 gpd.
PWWF 3.49 mgd.
Expand WWTP from 350,000 gpd to 700,000 gpd.
Disinfection system: UV disinfection or chlorination system satisfying R2
recycled water quality.
Effluent reuse system:
i.  Area 3 — 73 acres required.
ii.  Effluent pump station and force main.
iii.  Chlorination system for algae control.
iv.  2-day effluent storage reservoir.
v.  Automatic spray irrigation system.

5. Expand Collection System Phase 3 (35 to 50 years)

Mmoo R

g.

Hamakua Ditch trunk tributary area.

Haina trunk tributary area.

Mauna Loa trunk tributary area.

Ocean View trunk tributary area.

Lower Maile trunk tributary area.

Landowners within the proposed tributary areas must connect to the County
sewer system and must pay a monthly sewer usage fee.

Expand sludge handling facilities.

All 37 properties with confirmed LCCs will be sewered. The proposed sewer lines will serve
approximately 925 properties. The total construction cost is estimated to be over $40 million.
The estimated County revenue is $708,000 and the estimated life cycle cost is $79.3 million
assuming a 20-year life, 6% interest rate and 3% inflation rate.

This is the long-term recommendation. The entire Towns of Honoka‘a and Haina will be
sewered and an estimated 625 cesspools will be removed so that raw wastewater will not be

M & E Pacific, Inc.
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discharged into the ground. It is recommended that this be implemented in phases (see above).

M & E Pacific, Inc.
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23  ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The first altemative that was considered was the “No Action” Altemative. This alternative
violates the USEPA ban on LCCs. USEPA can fine violators $32,500 per day per LCC for
everyday after April 5, 2005 that they remain in service. In addition, LCCs can pose a potential
contamination source of the vnderground drinking water source in Honoka‘a.

The second alternative considered was the expansion of the Lehua Interceptor service area. This
option includes sewer user fees to offset the cost of constructing and maintaining the wastewater
system. However, there will be insufficient reserve treatment capacity to connect all of
Honoka*a's public schools to the WWTP. Furthermore, key issues such as effluent limitations,

lack of electrical power, and difficulty accessing the existing plant site are major engineering
challenges.

The last alternative considered was replacing LCC with IWS (Individual Wastewater System).
This is the cheapest alternative for the County. The County will be able to convert all their
LCCs to IWS. However, it is impossible for some LCCs to be converted to IWSs due to lack of
open space or terrain on Mamane Street. Therefore, many property owners with LCCs are
dependent on the County to expand the existing WWTP to comply with USEPA regulations.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 2-12 September 2006
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CHAPTER 3 - AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, ANTICIPATED EFFECTS AND
PROPOSED MITIGATIVE MEASURES

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The environmental review process is regulated under Hawaii’s Environmental Impact Statement
Law (HRS 343), which ensures that appropriate consideration is given to all environmental
concerns regarding the proposed project. Part of the process requires identification and a
summary of potential envircnmental effects from the proposed action and all considered
mitigative measures to avoid or minimize the effects, which include both “primary” and
“secondary” effects, as well as, “cumulative,” “short-term,” and “long-term” effects.

A “primary” or “direct” effect refers to an effect caused by an action, in this case a construction
activity, and occurs, immediately, at the same time and place as the instigating action.

A “secondary” or “indirect” effect refers to an effect caused by an action that occurs, later in
time or farther removed in distance from the instigating action, but is still reascnably foreseeable,

A “cumulative” effect refers to a comprehensive, built-up effect comprised of the incremental
effects of an immediate, instigating action adding to effects of other past, present and reasonably
foreseeable future actions, regardless of the agency or person who undertakes such other actions.

A “short-term™ effect is an effect of relatively short duration and generally refers to a project
construction work-related effect.

A “long-term” effect is an effect of relatively long and lasting duration and generally refers to an
effect that remains after completion of the project construction work.

“Mitigation” refers to procedures followed and activities undertaken during the project to
alleviate and minimize any negative effects and impacts of the project work.

The following sections describe the existing physical and social environments within the project
site and surrounding areas, and explore the potential effects anticipated from the proposed action
and the practical mitigative measures for any adverse impacts. All project-related work shall be
assessed in compliance with State and County policies.

3.2 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

3.21 LOCATION

The project area is located in the Hamakua District on the northern coastline of the Island of
Hawai‘i, approximately 38 miles north west of town of Hilo along the Hawaii Belt Road and
approximately 12 miles east of town of Waimea along Mamalahoa Highway.

A project location and vicinity map is presented in Figure 1. Project site photographs are seen in
Photos 1 through 8 at the back of this EA. The project area is bounded on the south by
Mamalahoa Highway, east by an un-named drainage way and west by a Papuaa gulch. The
coastline forms the northern boundary extending from Pa‘auhau Landing to Honoka‘a Landing,

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-1 September 2006
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3.2.2 CLIMATE

Existing Condition

The climate is typified by warm uniform temperatures, wide variations in rainfall, and consistent
trade winds from the east and northeast. From the County of Hawai‘i website and State
Commission on Water Resource Management records, the average temperature ranges from a
low of 68°F to 76°F. The average annual precipitation is 86 inches with the precipitation ranging
from 65.6 inches in year 2000 to 107 inches in 1998 (period of record from 1998 to 2002). From
“An Inventory of Basic Water Resources Data: Island of Hawai‘i,” Report R34, State
Department of Land and Natural Resources, February 1970, the data from a wind anemometer
located at Haina wind station (State Key No. 214, U.S. Weather Bureau No. 0840) and recorded
by the Hamakua Sugar Co. (no longer in business) is tabulated from 1920 to 1945. The average
wind speed ranged from 7 to 8 mph with a high of 36 mph.

From Report R34, the data from evapotranspiration station Honoka‘a 220.5 shows that the mean
annual evaporation for this area is approximately 75 inches.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No short-term, long-term or cumulative adverse effects are anticipated to the climatic conditions
in the project area; therefore, no mitigative measures are proposed.

3.2.3 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Existing Conditions

The Island of Hawai‘i was formed by lava flows from five principal volcanoes: Kohala, Mauna
Kea, Hualalai, Mauna Loa, and Kilauea. The creation of the Honoka‘a area resulted from
primarily the lava flows from Mauna Kea, which is a dormant volcano which last erupted 4,500
years ago. The Honoka'a area is underlain by lavas of the Laupahoehoe volcanic series and
overlain by shallow depths of Pahala ash. Wave action along the Hamakua coast has eroded the
basic rock and has created vertical cliffs from 100 to 300 feet high. Gulches are short and steep-
sided.

Elevation ranges at the project site from 160 feet Mean Sea Level (MSL) located at the existing
WWTP near the shore cliff to 1200 ft MSL approximately 1.8-mile inland near mauka end of
sewer extension in the County Park. Slopes in the vicinity of this project range from mild along
Mamane Street (west to east dircction) to average approximately 12% along south to north
direction.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Although construction work will involve earthwork, the finish grades within the construction
limits will match the existing condition upon completion of the project. Therefore, no long-term
effects are anticipated to the geology and topography within the project area, When these
activities are reviewed against past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions, no
cumulative effects on geology and topography are expected. Therefore, no mitigation measures
are required.

3.24 WATER RESOURCES
The project site lies within the Honoka‘a hydrologic unit (code 80201), a part of the East Mauna

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-2 September 2006
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Kea aquifer sector (aquifer recharge zone) as defined by the State aquifer classification system
created in the late 1980°s with impetus from the Department of Health in response to USEPA
directives. See Figure 3-1, Hydrologic Units. The State Commission on Water Resource
Management (CWRM) uses this code classification of aquifers: 8 (Hawai‘i Island); 02 (East
Mauna Kea Aquifer Sector; and 01 (Aquifer system). The surface boundaries of the aquifer
follow major topographic ridges and encompass the towns of Honoka'a, Haina, Paauhau, etc,
and the drainage basins of a number of streams,

Basal groundwater in the Hamakua basaltic formation of Mauna Kea volcano may extend five to
seven miles inland of the coast. The Laupahoehoe volcanic lava flow blankets portions of the
Hamakua formation and contains high-level perched water, High-level perched water likely
exists in Hamakua rocks deep underground along the northwest rift of Mauna Kea. Although a
sedimentary caprock does not exist at the coast, the Laupahoehoe volcanics may act as caprock
where it reaches the sea. The estimated sustainable yield is 31 mgd.

The only existing drilled well in the project vicinity is Haina well (6528-01) located
approximately 0.4 miles makai of Honoka‘a Town at an elevation of 855 feet. In 1998, Haina
well was identified by the Department of Health as having trace amounts of the contaminant
Atrazine (detected level 0.] ppb in sample dated 10/8/98). This trace amount is well below the
current USEPA maximum contaminant level in water, which is delivered to any user of a public
water system of 3 ppb. The Haina well is an active production well.

west to east between Honoka‘a and Haina which collects an average of 32 mgd of drainage in the
Kohala Mountains,

Storm runoff from the project site flows into Papuaa gulch and a small un-named drainage way.
These inland intermittent watercourses are Class 2 State waters. The storm runoff ultimately
discharges into the Pacific Ocean, classified by Department of Health as Class A.

Anticipated Effects and Miti ative Measures

The existing effluent injection wells at the WWTP are below the underground injection control
line (UIC) and will not affect the source waters of the basal aquifer. This project will be in
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.s.C. §3001).

The Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR), Title 11 Chapter 54 — Water Quality Standards defines
inland Class 2 streams as those whose uses are to be protected for recreational purposes

The state of Hawaii does not have any rivers that are designated Wild and Scenic Rivers, so the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. §1271) is not applicable to this project.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 33 September 2006
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During construction, approved best management practices will be employed to filter any storm
runoff flowing over the construction site and procedures will be in place to prevent oil or other
contaminants from entering State waters (i.e. Lower Hamakua Ditch, Papuaa gulch, un-named
drainage way) and Haina well.

No short-term or long-term impacts on these two water resources are anticipated. During
construction, the grading permit and the permit to work within the County Right-of-Way will
specify the necessary temporary erosion control measures to control runoff during construction.

It is anticipated that the size of the construction site will exceed one acre and therefore a National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit will be required. Stormwater runoff
from the construction site will be filtered or treated using appropriate BMPs.

3.2.5 WETLANDS

A wetland was found in Honoka‘a. The wetland is a freshwater emergent wetland. The wetland
is located north of the State and County of Hawaii Buildings. It is classified as a Palustrine,
Emergent, Persistent, Seasonally Fiooded Wetland.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
The proposed WWTP is not expected to have any effect on the existing freshwater emergent

wetland. All construction will be in accordance with the Protection of Wetlands (42 U.S.C.
§4321), when applicable.

3.2.6 SOILS

Existing Conditions

The National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS, formerly Soil Conservation Service) of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) classifies the soil at the project in Honoka‘a town site
as Kukaiau well-drained silty clay loam formed in volcanic ash, 12 to 20 percent slopes (KuD).
See Figure 3-2, Soils map. Kukaiau soil series consists of a surface layer of very dark grayish-
brown silty clay loam about 10 inches thick. The subsoil is dark-brown silty clay loam about 40
inches thick over-laying basalt rock. The surface layer is extremely acid, and the subsoil is
mediumn to slightly acid. This soil is moderately permeable. Runoff is medium and the erosion
hazard is moderate. Small areas are used for macadamia nuts and pasture.

The soil at the existing WWTP site is Paauhau well-drained silty clay loam formed in volcanic
ash, 12 to 20 percent slopes (PaD). Paauhau soil series consists of a surface layer of very dark
grayish-brown silty clay loam about 10 inches thick. The subsoil is dark-brown siity clay loam
about 34 inches thick over-laying weathering igneous rock. The surface layer is strongly acid,
and the subsoil is medium to slightly acid. This soil is moderately permeable. Runoff is medium
and the erosion hazard is moderate. Small areas are used for small crops and pasture,

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Short-term adverse impact to the soil occurs during the utility trench excavatlon to install the
new sewer, laying the new sewer, backfilling, and restoration of pavement. During construction,
the soil in the open trench section is exposed to erosion forces.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3.5 September 2006
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For the protection of nearby residences, temporary BMPs (typical) will be used for the project.
Storm water runoff and wind will carry sediment from exposed areas to adjoining residences and
possibly to Papuaa gulch along the west side of Honoka‘a and Haina and an un-named drainage
way along the east side of Honoka‘a and Haina. Any accumulated dirt and debtis from
construction activities are to be cleaned daily, as required, from public roadways and
neighboring driveways to keep the surroundings clean and safe. Soil loss due to storm events will
be controlled with the use of temporary BMP consisting of silt fences and dust control using
water spray on stockpiles along the perimeter of the project site; mulch, and fast-growing
groundcover and periodic watering on exposed areas for erosion control. The temporary BMP
will be removed upon completion of the project construction work.

Dismantling and removal of the temporary BMP all have the potential to temporarily generate
debris and cause temporary increases in stream turbidity due to soil disturbance; however, the
disturbance is anticipated to be relatively small and of short, insignificant duration.

After the trench is backfilled and the pavement is restored or the easement area is stabilized, no
long-term adverse impacts to the soils are anticipated.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3.6 September 2006
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327 NATURAL HAZARDS

Natural hazards in Hawai‘i include floods, tsunamis, hurricanes and earthquakes. Existing
conditions about these natural hazards and potential effects on these hazards due to proposed
project are described as follows,

3.2.7.1 Floods

Existing Conditions

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for
Hawai‘i County Community Panel Number 155166 0205 C shows currently defined flood zones.
The project area in Honoka‘a town shows existing “AH,” flood zones along Mamane Street
resuiting from “detailed studies.” “AH" is designated “Special Flood Hazard Areas Inundated by
100-year Flood” and flood depths of 1 to 3 feet (usually areas of ponding), base flood elevations
determined. The proposed project improvements will actuaily cross two defined “AH” zones
along Mamane Street See Figure 3-3, FIRM Map-1.

The existing WWTP site has zone “VE” defined along the shoreline below the top of cliff with
elevation 17 MSL. The elevation of the existing improvements are approximately 160 MSL;
clearly out of the flood zone. See Figure 3-4, FIRM Map-2. “VE” is also designated “Special
Flood Hazard Areas Inundated by 100-year Flood.” This zone is defined as coastal flood with
velocity hazard (wave action); base flood elevations determined.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Short-term impacts are construction activities involving trench excavation, installing new sewer
pipes, trench backfilling and pavement restoration are anticipated within these two flood zones,
The typical open trench area during a working day is very small; no larger than approximately
150-ft long x 2.5-ft wide (approximately 400 sf or 0.01 acre). Before the end of a typical working
day, all stockpile backfill will be removed from the flood zone to a Staging area and the open
trench covered with steel plating, These construction practices will mitigate the potential impacts
of flooding washing construction related sediment into State waters and into the Pacific Ocean
while construction activities occur within the two flood zones.

The project area improvements will not change the existing finish ground contours and will not
have any long-term impacts on existing flood zones, Therefore, no long-term mitigation
measures are required. Construction of this project will be in accordance with the Floodplain
Management (42 U.S.C. §4321).

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-8 September 2006
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3.2.7.2 Hurricanes

Existing Conditions

Storm systems originating in the tropics are known as tropical cyclones and are classified
according to the speed of their sustained winds. Hurricane force winds exceed 73 mph. Most
storms enter Hawaiian waters from the eastern Pacific. These storms also bring heavy rains,
stream flooding, and cause storm surges along the first few hundred meters of the coastal zone.

Since 1960, meteorological data collected by satellites have revealed that storm systems occur
more frequently in Hawaiian waters than was previously thought. From 1961 to 1995 44
depressions (sustained winds measuring up to 38 mph), 68 tropical storms (sustained winds
between 39 and 73 mph), and 42 hurricanes have either entered or formed in the central North
Pacific.

The first officially recorded hurricane, named Hiki occurred in 1950. Since that time, five
hurricanes have affected the State. The most recent four hurricanes (Dot, 1959; ‘Iwa, 1982,
Estelle, 1986; ‘Iniki, 1992) have been the most destructive. The estimated damage caused by
*Iniki is $2.4 billion.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
The proposed improvements to this project are underground and will not affect the local climate
in the short-term or the long-term. No mitigative measures are required.

3.2.7.3 Volcanic and Earthquake Hazards

Existing Conditions

The volcanic lava flow hazard zone is Zone 8, a low hazard zone on a scale of 1 through 9 (Zone
1 is the most severe hazard). The lava flow hazard zones are based on the location of eruptive
vents, past lava flow coverage, and the topography of the volcanoes.

Most earthquakes in Hawai‘i result from magmatic migration underground unlike other areas
where seismic activity accompanies movement along tectonic {(crustal) plate boundaries.
Thousands of earthquakes occur each year in Hawai‘i. The vast majority of them are small and
only detectabie with sensitive instruments; however, moderate and occasionally catastrophic
events occur. An earthquake of magnitude less than 5 is recorded to have occurred near the
project site. The entire Island of Hawai‘i is designated as Seismic Zone 4, highest severity based
upon the Uniform Building Code (UBC), 1997 seismic zone criteria that range from 0 to 4 (low
to higher severity).

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
These are ever-present threats that can potentially devastate an area. Although the proposed

improvements are underground, if a large earthquake causes significant differential ground
movements, the sewer lines and manholes could be significantly damaged. The proposed
improvements will comply with current regulatory design standards. There are no practical
mitigative measures currently applicable.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-11 September 2006
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3.2,7.2 Hurricanes

Existing Conditions

Storm systems originating in the tropics are known as tropical cyclones and are classified
according to the speed of their sustained winds. Hurricane force winds exceed 73 mph. Most
storms enter Hawaiian waters from the eastern Pacific. These storms also bring heavy rains,
stream flooding, and cause storm surges along the first few hundred meters of the coastal zone.

Since 1960, meteorological data collected by satellites have revealed that storm systems occur
more frequently in Hawaiian waters than was previously thought. From 1961 to 1995 44
depressions (sustained winds measuring up to 38 mph), 68 tropical storms (sustained winds
between 39 and 73 mph), and 42 hurricanes have either entered or formed in the central North
Pacific.

The first officially recorded hurricane, named Hiki occurred in 1950. Since that time, five
hurricanes have affected the State. The most recent four hurricanes (Dot, 1959; ‘Iwa, 1982;
Estelle, 1986; ‘Iniki, 1992) have been the most destructive. The estimated damage caused by
‘Iniki is $2.4 billion.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
The proposed improvements to this project are underground and will not affect the local climate
in the short-term or the long-term. No mitigative measures are required.

3.2.7.3 Volcanic and Earthquake Hazards

Existing Conditions

The volcanic lava flow hazard zone is Zone 8, a low hazard zone on a scale of 1 through 9 (Zone
1 is the most severe hazard). The lava flow hazard zones are based on the location of eruptive
vents, past lava flow coverage, and the topography of the volcanoes.

Most earthquakes in Hawai‘i result from magmatic migration underground unlike other areas
where seismic activity accompanies movement along tectonic (crustal) plate boundaries.
Thousands of earthquakes occur each year in Hawai‘i. The vast majority of them are small and
only detectable with sensitive instruments; however, moderate and occasionally catastrophic
events occur. An earthquake of magnitude less than 5 is recorded to have occurred near the
project site. The entire Island of Hawai‘i is designated as Seismic Zone 4, highest severity based
upon the Uniform Building Code (UBC), 1997 seismic zone criteria that range from 0 to 4 (low
to higher severity).

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
These are ever-present threats that can potentially devastate an area. Although the proposed

improvements are underground, if a large earthquake causes significant differential ground
movements, the sewer lines and manholes could be significantly damaged. The proposed
improvements will comply with current regulatory design standards. There are no practical
mitigative measures currently applicable.
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3.2.74 Coastal Hazards

Existing Conditions

Sections of rocky shoreline can suddenly collapse when coastal rock formations and steep slopes
are destabilized by landslides and undercutting by waves. Along the Hamakua coast, steep
coastal cliffs show evidence of frequent slumping and land sliding,

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The possible collapse of sections of cliff is an ever-present threat at the existing WWTP. The
existing WWTP is approximately 400-ft inland from the cliff edge and the potential for
catastrophic collapse affecting the WWTP is negligible. All of the possible new WWTP sites are
further inland than the existing WWTP so no short-term or long-term mitigative measures are
required. Construction will be in accordance with Coastal Barrier Resources Act (16 U.S.C.
§3501) and Coastal Zone Management Act (16 U.S.C. §1456 {(2)) (1)) when applicable.

3.2.8 FLORA AND FAUNA

Existing EAs in the Honoka‘a Town area were researched from the Office of Environmental
Quality Control (OEQC) library. Federal and State agencies were contacted and all confirmed
that no listed species of flora and fauna exist near the project area.

Existing Conditions
A search request to the OEQC for past EAs near the proposed project resulted in three published

EAs:

1. The final EA report, Honoka‘a Well “B” Production IPell, Honoka ‘a, Island of Hawai ‘i
prepared for State of Hawai'i , Department of Land and Natural Resources, October
2003, covered a project site (TMK: 4-5-01 9:020) located approximately 0.4 mile from the
project site in Honoka‘a.

2. A second EA report, Environmental Assessment Jor a Honoka'a Health Care Facility,
prepared for State of Hawai‘i Department of Accounting and General Services, DAGS
Job No. 11-20-3531, October 1991 covered a project site (TMK: 4-5-010:027)
approximately 600 feet away.

3. The third is a Negative Declaration, Honoka'‘a High School New Auto Shop, December
13, 1989 prepared for the proposing agency DAGS on behalf of the Department of
Education covered a project area (TMK: 4-5-010:076) approximately 1000 feet away.

These reports state thal (heir respective project sites were not habitats for endangered
flora and fauna. The first report does mention the possibility of endangered native stream
fauna in certain perennial streams in the northeast coast of the Big Island; however, the
project area is not adjacent to any perennial stream.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) stated that in response to a letter of inquiry, “no
federally listed or proposed threatened or endangered species or proposed or designated critical
habitats occur on the proposed project site.” The Hawaii Natural Heritage Program (HINHP)
reports that “according to our database there have been no rare species recorded within the TMK.
sites. But the Hawaiian Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus which is listed endangered) has
been recorded throughout the Honoka‘a region.” The records for the bat sightings are quite old in
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the area; most of them occurred sometime in the 1960's. No survey has been done in the area,
but the bat is most likely still there, See Figure 3-3.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

No endangered flora or fauna are identified in the developed project area. Therefore, no
mitigative measures are required. If the Hawaiian Hoary Bat are found, construction will be in
accordance with the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. §1536 (a) (2) and (4)), Essential Fish
Habitat Construction Process under Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management

Act (16 U.S.C. §1801) and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. §662 (a)) when
applicable.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-13 September 2006
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3.29 VISUAL RESOURCES

Existing Conditions

The project site occurs in a developed business and residential area. The proposed improvements
are all underground except for the proposed pump station to be sited at the parcel where County
facilities for police, fire and base yard exist. The proposed pump station, which will be located
near the rear of parcel, will be placed behind the existing buildings. It will not exceed one story
and typically will have a small building footprint. The structure will not protrude into views of
the coast or nearby roads, There are no anticipated changes in existing view planes.

The proposed upgrade of the two stabilization ponds at the WWTP involves low profile
equipment located close to the ponds’ surface and there are no anticipated changes in the existing
view planes.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The construction activities will disrupt appearance of the roadways temporarily. Disruptions will
be minor and short-term and primarily will result from utility trenching operations, pipe laying,
and trench restoration activities. There will be no long-term impacts to existing view planes. No
mitigative measures are required.

3.2.10 NOISE CONDITIONS

According to HAR Title 11 Chapter 46, Community Noise Control, “noise” means any sound
that may produce adverse physiological effects or interfere with individual or group activities,
including, but not limited to, communication, work, rest, recreation or sleep. “Noise pollution™
means noise emitted from any excessive noise source in excess of the maximum permissible
sound levels. The accepted unit of measure for noise levels is the A-weighted decibel (dBA)
because it reflects the way humans perceive changes in sound amplitude. Sound levels are easily
measured, but human response and perception of the wide variability in sound amplitude is
subjective.

Existing Conditions : :

The primary work area is along Mamane Street and side street Koniaka Pl. Commercial activities
occur along the project site. Ambient noise levels are derived primarily from passing traffic.
Sensitive noise receptors are present in the form of residences and the health care center across
the County Park. The existing WWTP basically has no existing gas powered equipment and does
not produce any noticeable noise.

The DOH mienitors noise issues in accordance with HRS 19-342F and the Director of Health
issues noise permits only when excessive noise levels are expected. The Occupational Safety and
Health Act (OSHA) of 1970 were established to “assure the safe and healthy working conditions
for working men and women.” OSHA regulations established a maximum noise level of 90
A-weighted decibels (dBA) for a continuous 8-hour exposure (typical workday) with higher
maximum noise levels for shorter duration periods. Table 3-1 summarizes the maximum
permissible sound levels for various noise durations.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-15 September 2006
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Table 3-1 Permissible Noise Exposure Levels
Duration per day Permissible Sound Level

(hrs) (dBA)

8 90

6 92

4 95

3 97

2 100

1} 102

1 105

Ya 110

Y or less 115

Source: 29 CFR 1910.95,

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Intermittent elevated noise levels from certain types of construction activities are inevitable.
However, they are expected to be short-term and minor. Typical heavy construction equipment
noise levels are listed in Table 3-2. The noises generated from the construction equipment that
are anticipated to be used for the project are lower than the permissible sound levels; therefore,
no significant noise effects are expected from the proposed project. Noise generated by
construction activities will comply with noise provisions established by the State Department of
Health and no further measures are required to mitigate short-term impacts. All construction
work will be scheduled at daytime in accordance with HRS 342-F-1.

Table 3-2 Heavy Construction Equipment Noise Levels at 50 Feet

Equipment Type Generated Noise Level (dBA)
Bulldozer 88
Backhoe (rubber tire) 80
Front Loader (rubber tire) 80
Dump Truck 75
Concrete Truck 75
Concrete Finisher 80
Crane 75
Asphalt Spreader 30
Roller 80
Flat-Bed Truck (18 Wheel) 75
Scraper 89
Trenching Machine 85

Source:  US Army Corps of Engineers, Construction,
Engineering Research Labs, 1978.

The proposed mechanical surface aerators are operated by electric motors powered by electricity
from solar panels and the backup battery system Electric motors are relatively “quiet” and should
not create any long-term noise nuisance.
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3.2.11 AIR QUALITY

In order to protect public health and welfare and to prevent the significant deterioration of air
quality, per requirement of the Clean Air Act, last amended in 1990, the US Government
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has established the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for certain harmful pollutants using two standards. The Primary standards
set limits to protect public health, including the health of “sensitive” populations, such as,
asthmatics, children and the elderly. The Secondary standards set limits to protect public welfare,
including protection against decreased visibility, damage to animals, crops, vegetation and
buildings. The DOH has also established ambient air quality standards to regulate the air quality
statewide. In addition, the State of Hawai'i has established standards for carbon monoxide and
nitrogen dioxide that are more stringent than the federal guidelines as well as an additional
standard for hydrogen sulfide. The following table summarizes the national and state ambient air
quality standards (SAAQS).

Table 3-3 National and State Ambient Air Quality Standards

NAAQS SAAQS
Pollutant
Standard Value | Standard Type
Carbon Monoxide 8-hour Average 9 ppm (10 mg/m*) Primary 5 mg/m’ (4.4 ppm)
(€O I-hour Average 35 ppm (40 mg/m®) Primary 10 mg/m’ (9 ppm)
Nitrogen Dioxide Annual Arithmetic Mean | 0.053 ppm (100 pg/m®) { Primary & Secondary | 70 pg/m? (0.04 ppm)
(NGy)
3-hour Average 0.50 ppm (1300 pg/m®) Sccondary 1300 pg/m’*
Sulfur Dioxide (SO,) (0.5 ppm)
24-hour Averzge 0.14 ppm (365 pg/m’) Primary 365 pg/m?
(0.14 ppm)
Annual Arithmetic Mean | 0.03 ppm (80 uyml) Primary 80 pg/m’ (0.03 ppm)
8-hour Average 0.08 ppm (157 pgfm’) Primary & Sccondary 157 Og/m®
Ozone (O3) (0.08 ppm)
1-hour Average 0.12 ppm (235 pg/m3) | Primary & Secondary -
Lead (Pb) Quarterly Average 1.5 pg/m’ Primary & Sccondary 1.5 pg/m’
24-hour Average 150 pg/m® Primary & Secondary 150 pg/m?
Particulate (PMq)'" -
Annual Arithmetic Mean 50 pg/m?® Primary & Secondary 50 pg/m?
) 24-hour Average 65 pg/m® Primary & Sccondary -
Particulate (PM, )" £ ry -
Annual Arithmetic Mean 15 pg/m® Primary & Secondary -
Hydrogen Sulfide 1-hour Average - - 35 pg/m? (25 ppb)
(H;S)

(1) Particles with diameters of 10 micrometers or less

(2) Particles with diameters of 2.5 micrometers or less
Note: Standards appear in bold, conversions are in parentheses. Units of measure are: Parts per
million (ppm) by volume; parts per billion (ppb) by volume; milligrams per cubic meter of air

(mg/m®); and micrograms per cubic meter of air (ug/m3).

M & E Pacific, Inc.

3-17

September 2006



Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmental Assessment

Existing Conditions
Air quality in the project area normally is good and there are no known air pollution problems.

The only adverse contaminant is occasional fugitive dust from agricultural operations. USEPA
air quality maps indicate that the project area is an attainment area meeting National ambient air
quality standards for ozone (Qj), carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter (PM-2.5 and PM-
10), nitrogen dioxide (NO,), and sulfur dioxide (SO2).

There are no odor problems reported by tihe Department of Health with regard to the WWTP
oxidation ponds.

Volcanic gases are emitted during all types of eruptions. The main components of these
emissions are water vapor, carbon dioxide, and sulfur dioxide. Sulfur dioxide is the main cause
for concern, because it reacts with oxygen, dust particles, and atmospheric moisture to form
sulfuric acid droplets and sulfate particles that result in “vog” and acid rain. Vog causes such
symptoms as headaches, itchy eyes, breathing discomfort, and can aggravate pre-existing
respiratory conditions. The project area normally does not experience “vog” conditions, because
of the prevailing trade winds from the north east; however, when “kona” winds blow from the
south west, vog conditions may occur. Vog is estimated to contribute approximately 13% of total
sulfur dioxide emission.

At present there are five (5) Air Quality Monitoring Stations on the island of Hawai‘i; the nearest
one to the project area is near the center of Hilo town. These five monitoring stations are special
monitoring stations (for vog and geothermal). The monitoring station in Hilo has been
measuring PM;o and SO, emissions since March 1995. A Map of Air Quality Monitoring
Stations for the Island of Hawai‘i is attached for reference as Figure 3-6.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
The principal project sources of air pollution will be fugitive dust emissions resulting from

excavation and drilling and vehicular emissions resulting from the operation of construction
equipment and vehicles. These effects are short-term in nature and will cease upon completion
of the proposed projects. No long-term effects on air quality due to the operation of construction
equipment or vehicles are anticipated as their presence and use will be temporary. No
cumulative effects on air quality are anticipated due to the temporary nature of the construction
activity. All project related impacts to air quality will be in accordance with the Clean Water Act
(42 U.S.C. §7506 (c)).

M & E Pacific, Inc. 3-18 September 2006
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Contractors shall control emission per Hawaii Administration Rules, Construction activities wil]
incorporate dust control measures and Best Management Practiceg (BMPs) such as a regular
dust-watering program and covering of trucks during the transport and storage of soils. Areas
graded and cleared of vegetation will be revegetated as soon as possible to reduce dust emissions
as well. Upon completion of the project, the air quality at the project site will return to its
existing condition.

With a significant increase in raw Wastewater directed to the WWTP, there is the possibility of
fou! odor developing should the new equipment stop working for severa] days. This possibility
will be eliminated by daily monitoring of the WWTP operation,

3.3 SOCIAL
33.1 CULTURAL RESOURCES
Existing Conditions
For the project, data gathering inquiries were made to government agencies, community
associations, the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD), museums and native Hawaiian
organizations. The following entities were contacted:
1. Hawai‘i Island Burial Council,
2. Hui Malama Gla Na Oiwi,
3. Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
4. Bishop Museum, and
5. Lyman Museum,

Copies of our letters regarding possible impacts on historical or culturally significant resources
and all responses received are found in the appendices at the back of this EA document,

From the 1990 Honoka‘a Facilities Plan, the only historic site cited in the project area is the
nited Methodist Church (SHPD site no. 50-10-08-7180) built in 1929 and is of limited

Anticipated Effects and Miti ative Measures
Since the project area is on previously disturbed ground, we do not anticipate the existence of
any historical or culturally significant resource in the affected area of this project. Although work

In the event that historical or cultural materials are discovered during ground disturbing
activities, work in the area will cease immediately and the SHPD will be notified of the
discovery and consulted as to the appropriate course of action. Burial finds will be treated in
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accordance with HAR 12-300 and HRS 6E-43.6. The SHPD will determine the appropriate
treatment of the remains and any associated historical or cultural material in consultation with
recognized descendants, if any, and the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council.

33.2 CULTURAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Existing Conditions

According to the Session Laws of Hawaii, Act 50, an EA should identify and address effects on
Hawai'i’s culture, and traditional and customary rights. The only known cultural practices or
cultural resources in the project area is the United Methodist Church.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

If any other cultural practices or resources are found, there will be no long-term anticipated
effects because the sewer lines will be underground and the new WWTP site will be chosen so
that there is no cultural impact.

3.3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE/SUGAR MILL LAND

Existing Conditions

Most of the possible WWTP sites are either agricultural or urban sites. The parcels in plat 23 are
residential land,

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

The County will have to purchase 5-8 acres of land. The site chosen will be one that will best
serve the County and will be in the best interest of the public. Mitigative measures include odor
control and landscaping,

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will determine the best site(s) for the new WWTP.
The EIS is scheduled for completion in April 2007. The study will include interviewing
landowners and conducting public outreach. After a site is selected, the public will be informed
and the County will take the necessary steps towards acquiring the property.

Since the majority of the land is agricultural land, only a small number of people will be
displaced. Public housing will not be affected. The landowner of the new WWTP site(s) will be
compensated for the land at fair market value. All possible sites are privately owned, so this
project will not affect any affordable housing.

Construction will be in compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 U.S.C §4202 @)
and Envirenmental Justice (Executive Order 12898) if applicable.

3.3.4 PUBLIC SERVICES/INFRASTRUCTURE

Existing Conditions

All standard utilities (sewer, water, electricity, gas, communication, cable TV) are available. All
roads in project area are County of Hawai‘i maintained.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

This project affects an existing public utility service. Instead of collecting sewage in large
capacity cesspool injection wells, new gravity sewer lines will convey sewage to existing sewer
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lines and eventually flow to the Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant. Short-term impacts are
unlikely due to regulatory review of project task planning; however, during construction,
unforeseen conditions may result in temporary downtime of a public service.

The long-term impact is a beneficial one; the proposed improvements will mitigate potential
contamination of underground drinking water source by redirecting wastewater away from
cesspools, which percolare wastewater into the surrounding soil.

3.3.5 TRAFFIC

Existing Conditions

This project will not increase traffic counts relative to that of preconstruction conditions.
Therefore, no traffic study was conducted. The project will mostly occur within easement areas
and paved roads where traffic flow is expected to be light during working hours.

Anticipated Effects and Mitjigative Measures

There will be short-term impacts to traffic during construction. On two lane roads, normal traffic
control measures will be employed to allow constricted travel around the immediate work area.
On one-lane roads, temporary detours and associated signage will be used. The existing
roadways will be restored to standard conditions and no long-term impacts are anticipated that
would require mitigative measures.

3.3.6 RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Existing Conditions

The County Park is in the immediate vicinity of the project. The other possible recreational
activity is shoreline fishing on the WWTP parcel. No known hiking trails are within the project
area.

Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures

Construction activity will take place in the County Park, which will prevent normal park
activities (i.e. baseball, softball, soccer, picnics, etc.). Normal construction hours are limited to
weekdays, which minimize the impact to the majority of park users who use the park on
weekends. Access to the shoreline at the existing WWTP site will not be affected since a new
WWTP will be constructed on another site. No long-term or cumulative adverse impacts are
anticipated. No long-term mitigative measures are required.

3.3.7 PUBLIC MEETING

One public meeting was held at the Honoka‘a High School Cafeteria on November 29, 2005.
The purpose of this meeting was to inform the public about the project and to address any
questions that the public had.

Public comments/responses included:
¢ Is Brantley Center part of Alt 2a? M&E: No Only in Alt. 3
e Stabilization pond effluent is no better than cesspool effluent. M&E: Stabilization pond
effluent is considered secondary treatment, which is better than raw wastewater from
cesspools.
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* Is chlorination dangerous? M&E: Chlorine quickly dissipates before entering the
groundwater.
Stabilization pond is less labor intensive but land intensive,
Mechanized plant is more manpower intensive but not land intensive

3.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

341 DEMOGRAPHICS AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Hamakua district including Honoka‘a was hit hard by the closure of sugar plantations in the
early 1990s. More than 1,000 sugar-industry related jobs were lost in East Hawai‘i. Over 45,000
acres have been taken out of sugar production.

A small portion of former sugar production land is used for farming, timber, cattle grazing, or
various start-ups, experimental or low capital requirement commercial activities. Few of these
efforts employ meaningful numbers of former sugar workers, and most of the former sugar cane
acreage lies fallow.,

Honoka'a has retained its country atmosphere which provides a foundation for the modest, but
growing local tourist industry. Although some new residents continue to be attracted to the area,
the basic demographic structure still reflects its plantation roots.

Existing Conditions
As of the census of 2000, Honoka‘a has a population of 2,233 (approximately 1.5% of total

population on Island of Hawai‘i), and in the Census Designated Place (CDP), has a total area of
1.28 square miles. The population density is 1739.5/mi’. The following table summarizes the
demographic and economic characteristics of Honoka‘a:

Characteristic U.S. Hawai‘i Island Honoka‘a
Total Population N/A 148,677 2,233
Percent Caucasian 75.1 31.5 25.0
Percent Asian 3.6 26.7 42.9
Percent Hawaiian and 0.1 9.7 39
other Pacific Islander
Percent two or more 2.4 284 27.0
races
Median Age 35.3 38.6 40.2
Percent under 18 25.7 26.1 25.2
Years
Percent over 65 Years 124 13.5 21.6
Average Household 2.59 275 2.88
Size
Percent Housing 9.0 15.5 8.9
Vacant
Per capita Income $21,587 $18,791 $17,226
Median Household $41,994 $39,805 $41,964
Income

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census. May 2001. Reported currency is in 1999 dollars.
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Anticipated Effects and Mitigative Measures
Thirty (30) existing LCC services out of 37 known LCC will be converted to gravity sewer

collection system. A new long-term impact is the monthly County user service fee of $27.00
according to the Hawaii County Code Chapter 21 Section 36 (page 21-12). Two out of these 30
LCC service conversions affect privately owned single-family zoned parcels. The other parcels
are zoned for commercial or agriculture use or owned by the County or State.

During construction, access to residences, businesses, community facilities, or other activities
may be controlled in accordance with approved traffic control plans, but not blocked. No
relocation of residences, businesses, etc. will occur.

The proposed project should not induce nor hinder economic or population growth in the
Hamakua District in the short-term, long-term or cumulatively in conjunction with any other
projects. Single lane closures will be scheduied to allow for vehicular traffic during the day so
that residences may travel to and from work and tourists may visit the area, It is anticipated that
work will occur only on weekdays and not on weekends or holidays. Lane closures are the only
mitigation measures anticipated for the short-term. No mitigation measures are necessary for the
long-term,

35 LAND USES AND OWNERSHIP

3.5.1 HAWAI‘I STATE PLAN

Chapter 226, HRS, also known as the Hawaii State Plan, provides long-range planning for the
State. This plan is a policy statement for an array of economic, physical and social development
issues. Specific portions of the Hawaii State Plan related to proposed gravity sewer project is as
follows:

Section 226-11 Objectives and policies for the physical environment — scenic, natural
beauty, and historic reseurces.
(a)(2): “Effective protection of Hawai‘i's unique and fragile environmental resources.”

Section 226-13 Objectives and policies for the physical environment — land, air, and
water quality.

(b)(6): “Encourage design and construction practices that enhance the physical qualities
of Hawai‘i's communities.”

The proposed project is consistent with Section 226-11 and Section 226-13 objectives.
Eliminating the use of cesspools will eliminate the possible contamination of underground
drinking water source from percolating wastewater. The proposed sewer improvements are
underground and will not affect the appearance of the community.

3.52 STATE LAND USE LAW

The State Land Use Law, Chapter 205 of the HRS, classifies all state lands in one of four
categories: urban, rural, agricultural and conservational. Permitted uses for each category are
defined in State statutes. The state assumes sole management responsibility in the conservation
district; county governments assume sole responsibility in the urban district, and both share
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responsibilities in the rural and agricultural districts. The project area is in urban district and is

under the sole jurisdiction of the County of Hawai‘i. Refer to Figure 3 for State Land Use
Designation Map.

353 COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I

The Hawaii County General Plan (2005), states, “There are no public sanitary sewer systems in
the Hamakua area. Oxidation ponds (pond that acts as a settling pond where bacteria can break
down sewage as the liquid seeps and filters down through the earth) serve the town of Honoka‘a,
Paauilo, Paauhau and Haina and are presently adequate. Municipal sewage systems for the
smaller towns would not be economically feasible for some time.” However, elimination of
LCC will result in the existing WWTP to be insufficient in size. The plan also expresses a long
term goal to eliminate the need for and continued use of the oxidation ponds.

The project satisfies the intent of the General Plan. The proposed WWTP will eliminate the
oxidation ponds. Converting state owned sewers will consolidate ownership/site jurisdiction to
the County. No mitigation measures are required.

M & E Pacific, Inc. 325 September 2006

-

|



o T TR T ey . e

[ . [T

Honoka'a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmental Assessment

CHAPTER 4 - DETERMINATION WITH SUPPORTING FINDINGS AND REASONS

In accordance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, this Environmental Assessment
characterizes the technical, social and environmental issues related to the Honoka‘a Large
Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project. It identifies potential project impacts to the environment
and their significance. It is anticipated that the proposed projects will not exert any significant
impacts to the environment. Therefore, a Finding of No Significant Impact” (FONSID) is
anticipated and an Environmental Impact Statement is not required.

This determination of an anticipated FONSI is based upon thirteen (13) significance criteria
listed in HRS §11-200-12 of the Environmental Impact Statement Rules. The specific criteria
used in making this determination are addressed below:

L. The proposed project will not involve an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction
of any natural or cultural resource. The proposed project site does not contain any
previously known significant natural resources. The United Methodist Church (site no.
50-10-08-7180) built in 1929 is one of the affected parcels listed; however, this site is
considered as having limited architectural and historical significance. No modification to
the church is intended; only modification of the underground sewer system is proposed.

2. The proposed project will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment,
Construction activities will temporarily interfere with public use of the Honoka‘a Park,
An Environmental Impact Statement will determine the best site for the WWTP and the
County will take the necessary steps towards acquiring the 5-8 acres needed for the
WWTP. The landowner(s) will be compensated with fair market value for the land. No
other major conflicts with any existing uses of the affected project areas are anticipated.
A beneficial irpact to the environment is reducing the likelihood of contaminating
underground drinking water source from percolating  wastewater discharges by
decommissioning the majority of the existing large capacity cesspools servicing
Honoka‘a.

3. The proposed project will not conflict with the State’s long-term environmental policies
or goals and guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof
and amendments thereto, court decisions or executive orders. The project will not
damage sensitive natural resources nor emit excessive noise or contaminants, This project
will lessen potential for contarnination of water sources by reducing environmental
pollution in the form of percolating wastewater from large capacity cesspools.

4. The proposed praject does not substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the
community or State. The economic impact for the homeowners in the project area is the
cost to connect to the County lateral and the monthly sewer fees. The cost to connect to
the lateral for the majority of individval owners range from $2,000 to $4,000. The
current monthly sewer fee is $27 per home and the current monthly charge per cesspool
is $15; therefore the difference is $12 per month. These costs are consistent with costs
state-wide as cesspools and individual wastewater systems are replaced with new sewers.
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Road and lane closures during construction will result in some inconvenience; however,
these inconveniences will be temporary and last only for the duration of construction
activities. Strategic scheduling of intermittent road closures and providing detours with
adequate signage will permit residents and tourists to continue to get to desired
destination during the construction periods.

The estimated construction cost is over $11 million budget funded by a loan from the
State Revolving Fund. The County is under a consent agreement with the USEPA. The
USEPA has suspended the original USEPA LCC ban deadiine of April 5, 2005 based on
a County schedule for systematic abandonment of existing LCC. Delaying or postponing
the completion of this project beyond September 2010 may incur possible USEPA fines
of $32,500 per day for each large capacity cesspool (LCC) in service after April 2005.

The proposed project will not substantially affect public health in a negative way. The
existing residents will continue to benefit from the same leve] of sewer service. During
construction, environmental pollutants will be mitigated to regulated levels by using
appropriate BMPs,

. The propoesed project will not invelve substantial secondary impacts, such as
population changes or effects on public facilities. The sewer improvements will service
existing residents and will not provide increased capacity for future users. These
improvements are a short-term solution to satisfy the terms of the USEPA consent
agreement. The only public facilities affected are the County roads where the new sewer
will be installed. The roads pavements will be restored to original condition or better in
accordance with trench restoration details.

The proposed project will not involve a substantial degradation of environmental
quality. The existing rural quality of Honoka‘a area will remain unchanged. During
construction, environmental pollutants will be mitigated to regulated levels by using
appropriate BMPs.

The proposed project is individually limited and cumulatively does not have
considerable effect upon the enviranment nor does it involve a commitment for larger
actions. Existing cesspool sewer services are redirected to gravity sewer services with no
negative impact to the environment. This type of project is typical of similar projects
necessitated by the USEPA ban of LCC usage. The size of similar projects is dependent
upon available public funding. This project itself does not necessitate the requirement for
other related projects in the Hamakua District.

The proposed project will not substantially affect rare, threatened or endangered
species, or its habitat. The project site is not a known habitat for threatened or
endangered flora or fauna species.

10. The proposed project will not detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise

levels. The proposed project will produce short-term gas and particulate emissions from
construction vehicle exhaust and dust producing excavation; however, there are no
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anticipated long-term gas and particulate emissions from the sewer system. Site work will
be in accordance with grading permit conditions to minimize erosion, non-point source
erosion and dust. BMPs will be utilized to prevent project site runoff from affecting
nearby stream water qualities. Air quality and noise levels will not exceed State DOH
standards. The project will not result in long-term adverse effects. Upon completion of
construction activities, air and water qualities and ambient noise levels will revert to prior
levels.

11. The proposed project is not located in an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood

Dplain, tsunami zone, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh
water, or coastal waters. The proposed project area does include two crossings along
Mamane Street where existing FEMA FIRM flood zones are identified. The proposed
construction will restore the existing pavement and will not change the existing flood
limits.

12. The proposed project will not affect scenic vistas. The proposed improvements are

underground except for the proposed one-story pump station located behind existing
government buildings when viewed from Mamane Street. No protected view planes will
be impacted by the project.

13. The proposed project does not require substantial energy consumption. The gravity

sewer system is passive in nature and will not require any energy consumption to operate.
The new WWTP will require approximately 180 kWh per day. The proposed pump
station will require conventional power to operate and will create a new energy
consumption demand; however, this pump station will serve small number of government
buildings and will not require substantial energy consumption. Construction equipment
and vehicles require temporary but substantial energy consumption.
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CHAPTER 5 - CONSULTED AGENCIES AND PARTICIPANTS DURING THE
PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The following Federal, State and County agencies, as well as, private and community
organizations, were consulted directly or indirect]y during the preparation of this document. This

environmental assessment will be subject to public review for a 30-day period pursuant to HAR
Chapter 11-200.

5.1  FEDERAL AGENCIES
* Environmental Protection Agency
* Fish and Wildlife Service
Pacific Jslands Ecoregion

5.2 STATE OF HAWAF]
* Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
Planning Office, Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Program
¢ Department of Education
Public Library System
¢ Department of Health
Clean Water Branch
Safe Drinking Water Branch
¢ Department of Land and Natural Resources
State Historic Preservation Division
Hawai‘i Island Burial Council
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
* Office of Environmental Quality Control
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
®  University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Natural Heritage Program

5.3  COUNTY OF HAWAI‘T
¢ Department of Environmental M anagement
Wastewater Division
¢ Department of Public Works
* Department of Planning
* Department of Parks and Recreation

5.4  PRIVATE AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
* Bishop Museum
* Historic Hawai‘i Foundation
¢ Hui Malama Ola Na Oiwi
¢ Lyman Museum
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M&E Pacific, Inc.,

METCALFS EDD‘Y[ ALCOM
September 26, 2005

Mr. Benjamin Lindsey .
Hawai‘i Island Burial Council

c/o State Historic Preservation Division
601 Kemokila Blvd., Room 555
Honolulu, HI 96707

Subject: Honoka'a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Lindsey:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. 'We are seeking your input on
flora/fanna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc, which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater

 treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The

project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems, There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large

capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which

identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this propased project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of

Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,

ME&E Pacific, Inc. .

Pk Moo

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokaa Fac PER\EA\Dreft\Honokaa Formltr.doc
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September 26, 2005

HUIMALAMA OLA NA OIWI
Hilo Office

311 Kalanianaole St.

Hilo, HI 96720-4740

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

‘We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘s town. We are seeking your input on
flora/fauma/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc, which ur project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
Project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 16/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource,

Sincerely,

M&E Pacific, Inc.

Pk n,vém.y;

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051x243 ° Fax: 80 8-524-0246
P:\Projects\Haw2iiVs0001707 Honokna Fac PER\EA\Draft\Honoken_Formiltr.doc
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M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF& EDDY | A6COM
September 26, 2005

Ms. Ulu Sherlock -
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
162 Baker Ave,

Hilo, HI 96720-4869

Subject; Honoka*a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 01 0; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Environmental Assessment

Dear Ms. Sherlock:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/fauma/cultural Tresources‘historical resources/ etc., which our project may impact.

identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this Proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft BA i the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Builetin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. Ifwe do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you.are not
aware of any significant resonrce, )

Sincerely,

M&E Pacific, Inc.

fad N

Paul Inouys
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813 :

Voice; 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
PAProjects\Hawaii\0001707 Honoksa Fag PBR\BA\Dmﬂ\Honokaa_Fonnlh-.doc



M&E Paclfic, Inc.

METCALF&EDDY l AECOM

September 26, 2005

Lyman Museum
276 Haili St.
Hilo, HI 96720-2927

Subject: ~ Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
: TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are secking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMXK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large .
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possibie sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

‘Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of

" Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
" M&E Pacific, Inc.

Fak N

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suits 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokas Fac PER\EA\Draft\Honokes_Formltr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF& EDDY | ALCOM

September 26, 2005

Historic Preservation Division
Department of Land & Natural Resources
P.0. Box 621

Honolulu, HI 96809

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Bnvironmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
Wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on .
flora/fauma/cultural resources/historical resources/ ete. which our project may impact,

‘Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23,2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that You are not
aware of any significant resource,

Sincerely,
ME&E Pacific, Inc.

Fad Ao

Paul Tnouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honcluly, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246 -
P:\Projects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokna Pac PBR\BA\Dmﬁ\Honokaa_Fomﬁn'.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF& EDDY f AECOM

September 26, 2005

Office of Hawaiian Affairs
711 Kapiolani Boulevard
Suite 500

Honolulu, HI 96813-5249

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

We are préparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WW'TP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-zble parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. ‘We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

Pk T e

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishap Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HT 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawaii\60001707 Henokaa Fac PER\BA\Drafi\Honokaa_Formitr.doc
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M&E Pacific, inc.

METCALF 5£0DY | Atcom

September 26, 2005

Planning Department
101 Pausghi St.

Suite 3

Hilo, HI 96720

Subject:  Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5.016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
Wwastewater collection and treatment in Honcka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/fauma/eultural resourcesthistorical resources/ etc. which our Project may impact.

The project will install o gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline, The

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environments] Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23,2005, Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not recejve aresponse by this date, we will assume that You are not
aware of any significant resource,

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

Ponk Ao

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawaii\50001707 Honokaa Fac PER\BA\Draf\Honokaa_Formltr.doc



Harry Kim

AMayor Director

County of Hawaii

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Aupuni Ceattes @ 101 Paushi Street, Suhie 3 o Hilo, Hawail 96720
Fhone (108) 961-8288 » Fax (808)961.8742

October 6, 2005 D E @ E ﬂ M E
T
Mr. Paul Incuye Y 0CT 12 205
M&E Pacific, Inc.
841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900 M & E PACIFIC, INC.
Honolulu, HI 96813
Dear Mr. Inouye:
SUBJECT: Honoka'a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
Draft Environmental Assessment
Hamakua District, Hawai'i Island

TMKs: (3) 4-5-002:060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006;
4-5-007; 4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006:010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016;
4-5-017; and 4-5-018

The above-mentioned properties include the County Zoning Districts of Single-Family
Residentisl, Agricultural, Residential Agricultural, and Village Commercial. State Land Use
designations for these properties include Agriculture, Urban, Rural, and Conservation. The listed
properties will be affected by the installation of a gravity sewer system, and our department is
not aware of significant natural, cultural or historical resources in these locations.

The parcel that is subject to special reviews by the Planning Department is the one in which the
wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), its ponds, wells, and appurtenant structures will be located,
TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060. That parcel is in the County’s Agricultural — 40 acre (A-40a) Zoning
District. A portion of parcel 60 is in the Special Management Area (SMA) and it has the State
Land Use Designations of Agriculture and Conservation (along the coastline). The project is
subject to an SMA review and Plan Approval by this department  The State Department of Land
and Natural Resources’ requirements with regards to land within the Conservation District will
be incorporated in the SMA review and Plan Approval,

The SMA review implements the objectives and -poiiéies of the Coastal Zone Management
Program set forth in Section 205A-2, HRS, as amended. To promote assessment of the potential

impacts of the proposed project on the SMA, the Environmental Assessment should include the
following information:

Hawai'l County Is en equal opportunity provider and employer

Christopher J, Yuen

Roy R. Takemoto
Deputy Direcior



L o Mr. Paul Inouys
o October 6, 2005
- Page 2

AR * Background history on the WWTP’s establishment and permits that were obtained for the
- ) existing uses.
by ® A detailed site plan, drawn to scale, of parcel 60 showing the Iocations of all existing
- structures, ponds, and wells of the WWTP as well as where proposed upgrades and
expansion wiil take place. The site plan should also clearly delineate the SMA and State
- Land Use Conservation boundaries in relation to afl existing and proposed uses and
—- structures,
* ‘Maps.showing the planned routing of the’ gravity sewer system on.parcel 60 and the other
affected properties.
Description of the proposed project and its objectives.
¢ Description of the environmental setting and the probable impacts of the proposed project
on the environment and the SMA.
Altematives to the proposed actions and proposed mitigating measures to minimize
Impacts.
¢ Description of the anticipated impacts of the proposed project on valued cultural,
historical, or natural resources on or in the vicinity of the property, including the extent to
which traditional and customary native Hawaiian rights are exercised in the area.
* Information on existing public access to and along the shoreline and whether the access is
being used.
* A statement of the valuation of the proposed upgrades and expansion.
* Therelationship of the proposed project to goals, standards, and policies of the Hawai'i
County General Plan 2005 and any other relevant land use plans for the affected area.

N - 7-

NPy

R

- Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important project. Should you have any
' questions, please contact Deborah Chang of this department at 961-8288, ext. 254.

*Sincerely,
o CHRISTOPHER I.%;—/
Planning Director

- DIC:cd )
PAWPWINSO\ZML ctters\L Honckea T Tant(4-5-2-60).doc

A xc: Long-Range Planning — Deborah Chang



M&E Paclfic, Inc.

METCALF&EDDY | ALCOM

September 26, 2005

Department of Land and Natural Resources
P.0. Box 621
Honolulu, HI 96809

Subject:  Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

‘We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/faunsa/cultural resources/historical resources/ ete. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
project resuits from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandsate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributery areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-zble parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

Foud Nodm e

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

- 841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honoluluy, HT 96813
Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:AProjects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokaa Fec PER\EA\Draft\Honokea_Formltr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF£€DDY | ATCOM
September 26, 2005

Mr. Irving Kawashima

Na Ala Hele Trails Program

Forestry and Wildlife Djvision, DLNR
P.0. Box 4849

Hilo, HI 96720

Subject:  Homoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005 ; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Kawashima:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flore/fauna/cultural resonrces/historical resources! etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The

project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with lexge

. capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which

identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA, in the State Office of
Environmental Quatity Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

Pk Mo,

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 95813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
PAProjects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokea Fac PER\EA\Draft\Honokna_Formltr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

an&enuv] Arcom
September 26, 2005

Mr. Patrick Leonard

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Refuges Division

P.O. Box 50167

Honolulu, HI 96850

Subject:  Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;

4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018

Draft Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Leonard:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honokn‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The

project results from U.S, Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspaols. The attached location map

may provide gravity sewer service to sheded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your

consideration. If we do not receive a Tesponse by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

ok Lo~

Paul Inouye . :
Senior Project Engineer

identifies tributacy areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project

841 Bishop Strect, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P\Projects\Hawail\60001707 Honokaa Fac PER\BA\Draft\Honoksa Formltr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF&EODY | ALcom

September 26, 2005

Ms, Mary Loy Kobayashi

Hawaii Coasta] Zone Management Program
Office of Planning

P.0. Box 2359

Honolulu, By 96804

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant ang Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-00s5; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmentg] Assessment

Dear Ms. Kobayashi:

aware of any significant resource,
Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc,

fad 1L

Pan] Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HT 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 X243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\ijedx\HawaiMOOOWO‘l Hotiokaa Fag PER\BA\Dmﬁ\Honoknu_Fomﬂ tr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF&EDDY’AECOM

September 26, 2005

Ms. Mary Anne B. Maigret

Historic Preservation Division, DLNR
State of Hawaii

74-383 Kealakehe Paricway
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmenta] Assessment

Dear Ms, Maigret:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town, We are secking your input on
flora/fauna/cuitiral resources/historical resources/ etc, which our project may impact.

The project will install 2 gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline, The
project results from U.S. Environmenta] Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with Jarge

Sincerely,
ME&E Pacific, Inc.

faud N

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bighop Street, Suits 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P\Projects\Hawaif\60001707 Honoksa Fac PER\EA\Draf\\Honokss_Formltr.doc
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M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALFS EDDY | At com

September 26, 2005

The Nature Conservancy
68-1796 Puu Nui St,
Waikoloa, HI 96738

Subject:  Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMEK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Environmenta] Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater

plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shorelins, The
Project results ffom U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems, There are 2pproximately 25 Pproperties within the project area with large
¢apacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Environmentg] Quality Contro] (OEQC) Bulletin og November 23, 2005. Thank you for Your
consideration. Hfwe do Tot receive a response by this date, we wil] assume that you are not

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Ing,

e P

Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, H1 96813

Voice: 808-521-305] x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Project:Hawaiis0001707 Honoknaa Fac PER\BA\DraftHonokea, Fommitr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF& EDDY | AtCOM

September 26, 2005

The Outdoor Circle
1314 So. King St.
Suite 306
Honolulu, HI 96814

Subject:  Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 0335, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 01 0; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment :

To Whom It May Concern:

We are preparing 2 draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are secking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources’ etc. which our project may impact,

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4:5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline, The
project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of

ironmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If'we do not receive aresponse by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
ME&E Pacific, Inc.

P Aob

Pau] Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawai\60001707 Honokea Fac PBR\BA\Draﬁ\Honom_Formlmdoc
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M&E Pacific, Inc.

Mmussoovl AECOM

September 26, 2005

Sierra Club Hawaii Chapter
P.Q. Box 2577
Honolulu, HI 96803

Subject: Honoka‘s Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

To Whom It May Concern:

‘We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewster collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. 'We are seeking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMEK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
project results fiom U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity.cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one throungh five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Envirenmental Quality Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005. Thank you for your
consideration. If'we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,

M&R Pacific, Inc.

Pk he

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1500

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:i\Projects\HawaliVG0001707 Honokas Fac PEBR\BA\DraftHonokes Formitr.doc



M&E Pacific, Inc.

MEFGLF&EDDYIAEL‘OM

September 26, 2005

Mr. E. Gordon Grau, Ph.D.

University of Hawaii Sea Grant College Program
2525 Correa Road, HIG 238

Honolulu, HI 96822

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005; 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006: 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Graw, Ph.D.:

‘We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. ‘We are seeking your input on
flora/fauna/cultural resources/historical resources/ etc. which our project may impact.

The project will install a gravity sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline. The
project results from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency mandate to close large capacity
cesspool systems. There are approximately 25 properties within the project area with large
capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributery aress (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA in the State Office of
Environmental Quatity Control (OEQC) Bulletin on November 23, 2005, Thank you for your
consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
ME&E Pacific, Inc.

Pl n.%,'

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
PAProjects\Hawaii\60001707 Honokes Fao PER\BA\DreftHonoksa_Fomltr.doo



M&E Pacific, Inc.

METCALF& EDDY | agcom
September 26, 2005

Mr. David Cheever
Historic Hawaii Foundation
P.O. Box 1658

Honolulu, HI 96806

Subject: Honoka‘a Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sewer Improvements
TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 060, 008, 035, 036; 4-5-003; 4-5-005 s 4-5-006; 4-5-007;
4-5-008; 4-5-009; 4-5-006; 010; 4-5-012; 4-5-013; 4-5-016; 4-5-017; and 4-5-018
Draft Envirormental Assessment

Dear Mr. Cheever:

We are preparing a draft environmental assessment (EA) for proposed improvements to the
Wastewater collection and treatment in Honoka‘a town. We are seeking your input on
flora/famma/cultural resources/historical resources/ ete, which our project may impact.

The project will install a gt'aviiy sewer system and upgrade/expand the existing wastewater
treatment plant (WWTP) on parcel (TMK: (3) 4-5-002:060) adjacent to the shoreline, The

capacity cesspools. The attached location map identifies tributary areas (one through five) which
identify the possible sewer-able parcels. The proposed improvements for this proposed project
may provide gravity sewer service to shaded tributary areas one and two only.

Your response is requested by 10/12/05. We intend to publish our draft EA. in the State Office of
Environmental ity Control (OEQC) Bulletin cn November 23, 2005. Thank you for your

consideration. If we do not receive a response by this date, we will assume that you are not
aware of any significant resource.

Sincerely,
M&E Pacific, Inc.

Paul Inouye
Senior Project Engineer

841 Bishep Street, Suite 1900

Honolulu, HI 96813

Voice: 808-521-3051 x243 Fax: 808-524-0246
P:\Projects\Hawaii\§0001707 Honoksa Pac PERRA\Draft\Honokas_Formltr.doc
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Honoka‘a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project Environmental Assessment

APPENDIX B: Draft Environmental Comment and Response Letters

M & E Pacific, Inc. Appendix B September 2006



Barbara Bell
Director
Harry Kim
Mayor Nelson Ho
& Deputy Directar
County of Hatuaii
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT -
25 Aupun! Street, Room 210 Hile, Uawall 967204252
(B0B) 961-3083 » Fax (808) 561-8086
July 24, 2006

Mr. William A. Gamet, President
Hamakua Land Partners, LLP
600 Fairview Road, Suite 600
Charlotte, North‘Carolina 28210

Subjects Honokaa Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project
Draft Environmental Assessment Comments

Dear Mr. Garnet,

We greatly appreciate the comments in your letter dated July 7, 2006. The County plans
1o select & wastewater teatment plant site that will best serve the County and also serve
in'the best interest 'of the public. The site salection will be based on-a Wastewater
Treatment Plant Site Selection Study tentatively scheduled for completion in April 2007,

The study wonld include interviewing landowners and conducting public outreach. After
the site selection process has been completed, we will inform the public of our
recommendations, When a site is selected, the County typically takes steps towards
dequiring the property.

Should you have any further questions or comiments, please do not hesitate 6 call Dora
- Beck of the Technical Services Section at 808-961-8028.

Sincerely, )
Wé’j
Bearbera Bell
DIRECTOR
cc:  Bert Saito, M&R Pwiﬁc-
Neison Ho, Deputy Dirsctor
Dora Beck, Technical Services Section Chiaf

Hewat § Courny i1 o equal opporauntly provider and esgloyer.

Wil



HAMAXUA LAND PARTNERSHIP, L.L.P.

HAMAKUA ENERGY PARTNERS, L.P. ECEIVE
600 Fairview Road, Suite 600
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210
Telephone: (704) 553-3036 JuL 17 2006

Fax: (704) 553-3037
M & E PACIFIC, INC.

July 7, 2006

Yia Fax (808) 961-8086; Confirmation by Mail

Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawai'i

25 Aupuni Street, Suite 210

Hilo, Hawai'i 96720

Attention: Ms. Dora Beck, P.E,

Via Fax (808) 524-0246; Confirmation by Mail

M&E Pgcific, Inc.

Davies Pacific Center

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
Attention: Mr. Bruce Wade, P.E.

Re: Honoka'a Large Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project
Dear Ms. Beck and Mr. Wade:

We have reviewed both the Final Preliminary Engineering Report for Honoka'a Larpge
Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project dated February 7, 2006 and the Draft Environmental
Assessment dated May 2006 related to the same project. These reports descaribe the County of
Hawai'i's proposal to eliminate large capacity cesspools in Honoka'a by expanding the existing
wastewater collection treatment systems. As part of this project, the County of Hawai'i
("County") contemplates expanding the existing gravity sewer collection system to contect the
majority of large capacity cesspool users to the sewer and building a new wastewater treatment
plant ("WWTP"). According to a consent agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency ("USEPA™), the conversion of USEPA approved alternative sewer disposal must be
completed by September 2010, :

Upon our review of these reports, we discovered for the first time that the expansion of
the existing wastewater collection treatment systems would result in a taking of lands owned by
us or other lands that we have rights to use. Please be advised that if the County is
contemplating such an action, we will vigorously oppose such a move by the County and will
defend our rights as property owners.



This contemplated action has already negatively impacted our use and enjoyment of our
properties. We have been advised by the consultants involved in the potential sale of some of
our properties that this proposed action has negatively impacted the value of our properties and
our ability to sell the properties. They have advised us that it may be impossible to sell our
properties at the price that we would have been able to obtain but for this cloud on our title.

You should also be aware that we have our power lines throughout adjacent properties
which feed power to Hawaiian Electric Light Company, Inc.'s power grid. We also have water
transport rights throughout the area surrounding our properties. Our interests in the Honoka'a

area do not stap at the boundaries of our properties. Any expansion into those areas will also be
met by resistance from us.

We reject the County’s plan to expand the WWTP if such a plan results in a taking of any
of our properties or adjacent properties which we are using. Any delay by the County in
determining which properties will be affected by the expansion will continue to result ina
devaluation of our properties and further damage to us.

We are available to meet with you to discuss our comments and to obtain further
information about the County's plan. Our affiliated company, Hamakua Energy Pariners, is a
major electric provider and a reliable electric utility supplier to the island. We are interested in

sesing a dursble solution to any water utility issue on the island and would suggest that our
power plant water use expetience may be useful in your final planning considerations.

Sincerely,

William A. Garnett, President
cc: Sheila L. Y. Sakashita, Esq.

R



METCALF&EDDY | AECOM

M&E Pacffic, Inc,
100 Pauahi Steet, Suite 207, Hito, Hawali 96720
T808.961.2776 F 808.935.5934 WWW.m-e.aecom.com

July 31, 2008

Mr. Kelvin Sunada, Manager
Department of Health

State of Hawaii

P.O. Box 3378

Honoluly, Hawail 96801-3378

Dear Mr. Sunada:
Subject: Honokaa Large. Capacity Cesspaoo! Conversion Praject

Draft Environmental Assessment Commerits

We greatly appreciate your commaents in your letter dated June 26, 2006, We have the following’
responses to your commerits:

Wastewater Branch

We acknowledge thatthere are no-objections from the Wastewater Branch and we wil append your
letter to the final'EA. All federal cross cutters wilk be included in the final EA. The wastewsater plars
will conform to-the Department of Hedlth's Administrative Rulas, Chapter 17-52, "Wastewater - -
Sysiem.”

Safe Water Drinking Branch

Tharfinai EA will staite that tiosure of large:capacily casspools, that recelved over 1000 gallons per
day of wastewater, will eonfann to Underground Injestion Cantrol (UIC) injecllonwell cesspool
backing and abandonmient raguinements. Ofthe known large capacity cesspriols; the Céunly will be

responsible for the ghando

nment of seven-(7) cesspools; the Stata will be resporsibiafor gight (8)

cesspaals; and ten (10} csspools wil be abandoned by private owners.

Shauld yaus hawe any futther questions or camments, pléase do not hisitate fo-coitact et 804-
961-2776 crbart&a}to'@m'-e.aeeum-mm.

Yours sincerely,

Bart

alts, PiE.

Project Managsr

(-3

Ms. Qora Bagk, COH DEM

Mr. Lyl Hirota, COH DEM :

Ms. Boblid-Jasin Toutd, GOH.-Gi tien Couiisel
Hir. Martin Nafasone, MSE Facifie, Ing,

Mr. Bruce Wade, MERE Pain, Ine,

Ms, Tratly Hamlo, M&E Pactic; Ing,



LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAN OR OF HEATH

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH i reply, please nfario:
P.O. Box 3378 EPO-06-081
HONOLULU, HAWAT! 95801-3378
June 26, 2006

Mr. Bruce Wade, P. E.

!

M & E Pacific, Inc.
Davis Pacific Center JUN 29 2006
841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
M &E PACIFIC, INC.

Dear Mr. Wade:

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment

Honoka'a Large Capacity Cesspoal (LCC) Conversion Project
Honoka‘a, Island of Hawaii, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 4-5-001: 011, 012, 018

TMK: (3) 4-5-002: 018, 061, 063, 068, 069, 070, 071,072,074, 075, 076
TMK: (3) 4-5-003: 018, 020

TMK: (3) 4-5-005: 002, 006, 012- -

TMK: (3) 4-5-006: 003, 005, 006, 007, OL1, 013 071

TMK: (3) 4-5-007: 010

TMK: (3) 4-5-008: 016

TMK: (3) 4-5-010: 076, 078, 087, 088

TMK: (3) 4-5-012: 021, 025

TMK: (3) 4-5-016: 003, 011, 012, 018

TMK: (3) 4-5-017: 009

TMK: (3) 4-5-018: 005, 031, 032

TMK: (3) 4-5-021: 001

TMK: (3) 4-5-023: 063, 064, 065, 066, 067, 068, 069, 070

Thank you for allowmg us to review and comment on the subject application. The document
was routed to the various branches of the Environmental Health Administration. We have the
following Wastewater Branch and Safe Drinking Water Branch comments.

Wastewater Branch

We have reviewed the subject document which addresses the abandonment of large capacity
cesspools as part of a consent agmement with the USEPA. As part of this agreement, the County
proposes the Honoka‘a Large Capacxty Ccsspool Conversion project to improve the existing
sewerage systenis in the town of Honoka‘a. It is further stated that the County will be expanding

CHIVOME L. FUKINO,M.D,
DIRECT

_B B .

B



Mr, Wade
June 26, 2006
Page 2

the existing gravity sewer collection system to connect the majority of the L.CC users to the
sewer system and phase 2, build a new WWTP as well as further expand the sewer system.

The subject project is iocated in the Non-Critical Wastewater Disposal Area (CWDA) as
determined by the Hawaii County Wastewater Advisory Committee. However, the mandate to
ban all Large Capacity Cesspools does override the Non-CWDA ruling which would allow
cesspools. Therefore, as the proposal is to expand the gravity sewer collection system and
connect existing LCC to the existing sewer system, we have no objects to the proposed project.

We encourage the developer to work with the County and utilize recycle water for irrigation and
other non-potable water purposes. Additionally, as funding for this project may utilize SRF
funds, we remind the county to insure that all federal cross cutters are included in the
environmental assessment.

All wastewater plans must conform to applicable provisions of the Department of Health’s
Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-62, “Wastewater System.” We do reserve the right to review
the detailed wastewater plans for conformance to applicable rules. Should you have any
questions, please contact the Planning & Design Section of the Wastewater Branch at (808) 586-
4294,

~ Safe Drinking Water Branch

If appropriate, the Draft Environmental Assessment should mention that the closure of a large-
capacity cesspool, that had received over 1000 gallons per day of wastewater, must conform to
Underground Injection Control (UIC) injection-well cesspool backfilling and abandonment
requirements.

A UIC Application for backfiiling an injection-well cesspocl must be submitted to the UIC
program. Backfilling instructions will then be issued to the facility. If an injection-well LCC is

. to be retsined for use, then an existing injection well application to operate must be completed

and submitted to the UIC program. A UIC permit will then be issued to the facility to authorize
the injection well’s (scepage pit's) use.

Questions about UIC may be directed to Chauncey Hew at (808) 586-4258.



Mr. Wade
June 26, 2006
Page 3

We strongly recommend that you review all of the Standard Comments on our website:

www stale.hi.us/health/environ mental/env-planning/landuse/landuse html. Any comments
specifically applicable to this application should be adhered to.

If there are any questions about these comments please contact Jiacai Liu with the Environmental
Planning Office at 586-43448.

Sincerely,

e e

KELVIN H. SUNADA, MANAGER
Environmental Planning Office

e EPO
wWwB
SDWB
EH-Hawaii
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METCALF&EDDY | AECOM

M&E Pacifig, inc.
100 Pauahl Street, Suite 207, Hilo, Hawail 96720
T 808.961.2776 F 808.935.5934 www.m-e.aecom.com

July 31, 2006

Ms. Genevieve Salmonson, Director
Office of Environmental Quality Control
State of Hawaii

235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Ms. Salmonson;

Subject: Honhokaa Large Capacity Cesspool Converslon Project
Draft Environmental Assessment Comments

We greatly appreciate your comments in your letter dated June 23, 2006. We have the following
responses-fo your camments:

Cultural impacts assessment: in aceordance with Act 50, a cultural impacts assessment sestion wil
be added In the final £A.

Two-slded pages: The final EA will be printed on both-sides of the pages in the final document in
accordéince with HRS 3426-44.

?nme égand Use designations: The State Land Use Cammission desigriations will be-corrected in the
nal Ea :

Actanyms and abbreviations: - Acronyms and abbreviations that appear in thetext will ba defined In
the Acfonyins and Abbreviations list in the final EA.

Pemmits: Plan Approval is a réquired permit once the wastewater treatment plant sife {s selested.

Cesspools: The clostts of large-capacity cesspools, recelved over-1000 galions par dayaf
walstewaterwill-confarmy to the Underground Injection Contrial {UIG) infsetion-weil Gesspiont backiiling
and abandonment requiremants. Of the known large capacity cesspadls, the Gouaty: wilFbie
responsible for the sbandanment of seven (7) cessponle; e Skita will b responsible for elght {8}
cesspoals; and ten {10) césspools will be abandoned by privale owners:

Appendices: Appendjoes will be included in the final EA.

Should you have any further questions or comments, please do-hit hesftate to-contact e 2 a8.
BHT2TTS or bert.caltotdm-e.aecom.com. .

Yaurs $lnqem1y,

3ait Salts, P.E.
Projact-Manager

e Ms. Dota Betk, GOH DEM
e %9 Hirdta, COH DEM
48, Bobbl-Jean Txtd, GOH Corporation Counsel
Mr. Martih Makesane, MEE Pecific, Inc.
Mr. Bruae Wads, M3E Bacifio, Inc.
M5, Teidy Hamic, M8E Pacific, inc.
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8085864186  OFC ENVIRONMENTAL

10:00:15  07-18-2006

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
) 235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaif 96813
Telephone (808) 586-4185
FAX (808) 5856-4186
Email: gege@dohhawaji.gov

Sender:  Nancy Heinrich

Agency: OEQC
JSKSF M Fax #ofSender  (308) 5864186
SPRSTEG ituding Cover:

T

533- copy of 8 comment letter on the Honokaa LCC Conversion Project draft
rm

5!

itet hed the incorrect subject line. Sorry for the confugion. Please call if you

.2 [
Sl

fransmittal is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it Is addressed and may
contain Information that is privileged or confidential, If the reader of this transmittal ks not the intended
raciplant, or the employee or agent respansible for delivering the transmittal to the intended reciplent, you
are heraby notiffed that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication Is strictly
prohibited. if you have received this communication in error, please contact me al (808) 586-4185.

18

-2 _E
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808 586 4186 OFC ENVIRONMENTAL 10:00:47 07-18-2008 2n

LINDA LNaLE OENEVIEVE SALUONSON
QOVERNOR OF HAWAN DIRECTOR
: STATE OF HAWAII
) OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
- Lo 235 SOUTH BERETANA STREET
ST 702
FACSIMLE (208) 5004 188
E-nak: cuqe @
June 23, 2006
Baibara Bell
- Department of Environmental Management
25 Aupuni Street #210

- Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Subject: Draft eavironmental assessment (EA), Honokaa LCC Converslon Profect
- Dear Ms. Bell:
We have the following comments to offer:

- Qﬂmumgmmsowupasscdbymugismmmtm.mmw
anassmmeutcfimpadstounmu!uumra!practiewbythepmjea.lnﬂacﬁmlmhlcludcsuch
a0 assessment. For essistance in the preparation refer to our Guddelines for Assessing Culsural
- Impacts, which you may find at hym; {us/hea) ce/eud) or
eonmuourofﬁccforapmcrcopy.Youwiua]sot'mddnwnofActSOlinkedlolhissecﬁonof

our homepsge.

Two-sided papes: Plesse print on both sides of the pages in the final document to reduce bulk
- and save on paper. HRS 342G-44 requires double-sided copying in all state and county agencies,
aoffices and facilities, - '

State Lapd Use designations: The State Land Use Commission employs four possible

designations: Conservation, Rural, Urban and Agricaltural, Several Pplaces in the draft A text
- ,Hst&xeSLUdcsignationasIndusn'iaLPlcasceomthisinthcﬁnalEA.

- &Qnmg@mm:ﬁefoﬂoﬁugmmwmmcmnmmdaﬁmm
the Acronyms and Abbreviations list. Piezse 2dd them to the final EA acronyms list: SBR, UIC,
£pd, PER und SRF.

Permits: In the fina! EA indicate the outcome of your foliow-up with DLNR and with the
Planning Department regarding possible Conservation District Use and Special Management
Ares permits, If required, add them to your list of permits in section 1-3.

Lespools: The draft EA does not indicate how the cesspools will be taken out of service, Will
theybe capped or seal and then Ief in place? Or will they be physically removed? Describe this
- in the final EA. :



808 580 4186

OFC ENVIRONMENTAL 10:01:02  07-18-2008

Barbara Bell
June 23, 2006
Page 2

Appendices: Neither Appendix A, Investigatory Letters and Responses, nor the Photographs
appendix have any entrics. Bnclose them in the final EA.

If you have any questions call Nancy Heinrich at 586-4185,

Sincerely,

/a:/ ./l/M-—/
SALMONSON

Director

c Bruce Wade, M&E Pacific

an

——
' t



METCALF&EDDY | AECOM

MB&.E Pacific, Inc.
100 Paushi Street, Suite 207, Hilo, Hawaif 96720
T 808.961.2776 F 808.935.5934 voww.m-€.2€C0M.COM

July 31, 2006

Mr. Christopher J. Yuen, Planning Director
Planning Department

County of Hawaii

101 Pauah] Street, Suite 3

Hilo, Hawaii 86720-3043

Dear Mr. Yuen:

Sublect: Honokaa Large Capacity Cesspool Canversion Projéct
Dratt Environmental Assessment Comments

We greatly appreciate your comments In your lefter dated June 23, 2006, We have the following
‘responses to your comments:

1. The-propesed project does not involve improvements en TMK: 4:5402-050 and the new grojest
site Is natinthe Speclal Management Area.

2, Thank youfor bringing these etrors-and omisslonslo ouraﬁenﬁon cm'reatlbns will bé meadefor
the finaldraft of the Environmental Assessment.

3. Plan‘Approval will be listed as a requirad permit-once {he site fof!ﬁéﬂawwastéwaler treatment
plant s sejeoted.

4. We concur.

5. Wewlliclarify that tHe existing wastewater treatment plent will notbe mmrpnmted into this project -
angl shoull not affect present shoreline acoess. ThaCounty plans tosanstrict a tiew wastewater
treatmentplant. -

Whenwe finalize the Wastewaler Trestment Plant Site. Selection SIIXdy {wg will inform you of our
recofamendations, Should you haye-any further questions or commefits, please-do not hestiate to
oontagt the at 951-2775 or bert.saito@m-b.gecom.com

Yours sincarely,

Bart Salta, P.E.
Projoct Manager

oG Ms. Dara Beck, COH DEM
M, Lyl Hirota, COH DEM
45, BobblJerm Todd, COH Corporaiion Counsel
Mr: Martin Nakasone, M&E Padlfie, fnc.
#r, Bruce Wade, MEE Pacific, fhés.
Me. Trudy Hamio, MEE Pacifis, [no.




Harry Kim

Christopher J. XYuen
Mayor

Director
Brad Kurckawa, ASLA
LEED® AP
Ommty of Hafoaii Depity Deenr
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 « Hilo, Hawall 96720-3043 :
(808)961-8288 + FAX (808) 961-8742 .

ECEEVE
June 23, 2006 H‘ JUN 2 7 2006 '

M & E PACIFIC, INC.

Mr. Bruce Wade

M&E Pacific, Inc.

841 Bishop Street, Suite 1900
Honoluly, HI 96813

Dear Mr. Wade:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for Honoka™a Large
Capacity Cesspool Conversion Project )
. TMKs: numerons parcels on (3) 4-5-0015 4-5-002; 4-5-003; 4-5-005;
4-5-006; 4-5-007; 4-5-008:016; 4-5-010; 4-5-012; 4-5-016; 4-5-017:009;
4-5-018; 4-5-021:001; and 4-5-023;
Haimikua District, Hawai'i Island

The above-mentioned project involves installing a gravity sewer system, construction of 2 new
wastewater treatment plant, and abandonment and demolition of large capacity cesspools. The
large capacity cesspool conversion project is being undertaken pursuant to a Consent Agreement
between the County of Hawai'i and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). The
agreement extends the USEPA’s deadline for the elimination of large capacity cesspools in
Honoka'a to September 2010. By that time, the County must complete construction of a sewage
collection system approved by the USEPA.

Our comments and clarifications to the DEA are as follows:

1. The existing Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) was built in 1995 on
TMK: 4-5-002:060. Will this proposed project involve improvements on
TMK: 4-5-002:060? Page 2-1 states that a portion of this parcel has State Land Use (SLU)
“Conservation” designation along the coastline and that all proposed improvéments lie .’
outside of the Conservation Area. The Special Meanagement Area (SM#) which isundes*
County jurisdiction runs further inland of the State’s Consérvation SLU on this parcel. Any
improvements within the SMA will require review by our départment against the SMA rules
and regulations. It appears that the mauka boundary of the SMA coincides with the mauka
boundary of the abandoned settling pond shown on Figure 2-2.

Hawai'l County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

an-

&)



Mr. Bruce Wade
Page 2
June 23, 2006

As long as no land altering activity (including landscaping) is proposed within the SMA, no
SMA review will be required,
2. The parcel-specific information listed on pages 1-1 through 1-8 contains numerous errors and
omissions. The table below corrects errors contained in the DEA, but you will need to further
clarify the information. Land ownership is subject to change so we do not include that

information in the table.

TMK No. Corrections

4-5-001:011 4.43 acres. Zoning —A-la

4-5-001:012 Zoning ~ A-la

4-5-003:020 _Zoning — RS-10

4-5-005:002 3.36 acres

4-5-005:012 Zoning ~ RS-10 and CV-10

4-5-006:003 2.39 acres .

4-5-006:006 Zoning — RS-7.5

4-5-006:013 Zoning - RS-7.5 and CV-10

4-5-006:071 .48 acres

4-5-007:010 2nd 4-5-008:016 Zoning — CV-10

4-5-010:076 11.21 acres

4-5-010:078 2.42 acres

4-5-010:087 Not a valid TMK No.

4-5-010:088 23.91 acres

4-5-010:021 0.59 acres

4-5-012:025 0.55 acres. Zoning —RS-10

4-5-016:003, 011, 012, and 018 | Zoning — CV-10

4-5-017:009 0.54 acres. Zoning —RS-10

4-5-018:031 0.25 acres. Zoning — CV-10 and A-1a

4-5-018:032 0.22 acres. Zoning -- A-1a

4.5-021:001 0.67 acres. Zoning A-la

4-5-003:018 8.00 acres

4-5-002:018 SLU - Ag. and Urban. Zoning — A-40z and RS -15
4-5-002:061 2843 acres. SLU-—Ag, and Urban. Zoning - A-40a
4-5-002:063 8.88 acres. SLU - Urban. Zoning — RS-15, MG-lg, and A-40a
4-5-002:070 3.70 acres. SLU ~ Urban Zoning —~ RS-15 and MG-1a
4-5-002:071 SLU — Urban. Zoning ~ MG-1a and A-40a
4-5-002:072 SLU — Usban. Zoning —RS-15, MG-1a, and A-40a
4-5-002:074 SLU - Urban

4-5-002:075 Zoning — MG-1a and RS-15

4-5-002:076 SLU - Urban

3. Plan Approval is a required permit once the site for the new WWTP is selected. Plan
Approval needs to be listed in 1.3 Required Permits and Clearances on page 1-13. The
proposed project is a necessary public utility, crucial to public health and protective of ground
water resources and off-shore water quality. The Hawai'i County Zoning Code Section 25-4-
11(¢) pertaining to Power Hnes; utility substations; public buildings states:
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“Public uses, structures and buildings and community buildings are permitted uses in any
district, provided that the director has issued plan approval for such use.”

4. Depending on the location chosen for the new WWTP site, Consolidation and/or
Resubdivision may also be necessary.

5. The DEA recognizes that shoreline fishing is occurring and commits to maintaining access to
the shoreline through the present WWTP site (page 3-22). How is the public gaining access
to that site presently? Is the route being used to traverse the WWTP site in an acceptable
location and marked on the ground? Do you anticipate any changes in the way shoreline
access is permitted on the present WWTP site?

Thank you for the opportunity to review the DEA. Should you have questions, please contact
Deboreh Chang of my staff at 961-8288, Ext. 254.

Sincerely,
m > Y AP

TOPHER J. YUEN
lanning Director
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cc: Dora Beck, Dept. of Environmental Management



