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for Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) HA-3233

The Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) has reviewed the Gadler Single Family
Residence Final Environmental Assessment (FEA). The Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA)
for CDUA HA-3233 was published in OEQC's July 8, 2005 Environmental Notice.

The FEA is being submitted to OEQC. We have determined that this project will not have
significant environmental éffects, and have therefore issued a FONSI. Please publish this notice in
OEQC's upcoming September 23, 20035 Environmental Notice.

We have enclosed four copies of the FEA for the project. A floppy disc with the OFQC Bulletin
Publication Form and Project Summary is attached along with a hard copy of each. Comments on
the draft EA were sought from relevant agencies and the public, and were included in the FEA.

Please contact Tiger Mills of our Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands staff at 587-0382 if you
have any questions on this matter.
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SUMMARY
Applicant/Owner:
Property Location:
Tax Map Key:
Parcel Size:
Approving Agency:

Consultant:

Proposed Action:

Determination:

Agencies Consulted

Gadler Family Trust

Coastal property situate at Keonepoko 1ki, District of Puna, Hawaii
1-5-09:40

10.005 acres

Department of Land & Natural Resources
P.O. Box 621, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Steven S. C. Lim, Carlsmith Ball LLP
121 Waianuenue Avenue, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 Telephone: (808) 935-6644

Applicant secks approval to construct a one-story, single-family residential dwelling and related accessory
use improvements (swimming pool, driveway and parking area, utility and storage arca, underground water
catchment system, private septic tank and percolation field wastewater treatment system, rock column and
gate entrances), and landscaping to include removal and/or relocation of coconut and Norfolk Pine trees, on
approximately 1.0 acre of the 10.005-acre coastal property ("Property") located makai (south) of the
Government Beach Road, adjacent to and northeast of the Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision at Keonepeko
Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii ("Project Arca"). The Property is located within
the State Land Use Conservation District, Resource or (R) subzone, with the Agricultural District /
Conservation District boundary located at the mauka end of the Property along the Government Beach
Road. The Project Area is located within the County Special Management Arca ("SMA") {makai of the
Government Beach Road) and is zoned Agricultural 1-acre (A-1a). The Project Area is accessed via the
Govemment Beach Road.

The proposed action is expected to have no significant impact on the environment, therefore, a Finding of
No Significant Impact (“FONSI”) is anticipated, subject to the provisions of Section 11-200-9, HAR.

State of Hawaii

+ Department of Land & Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division & Land Management, Land
Division, Engineering Division, Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands, Division of Forestry &
Wildlife, Commission on Water Resource Management, Division of Aquatic Resources

+ State Land Use Commission

» Department of Health, Environmenta! Planning Office, Office of Environmental & Quality Control,
Clean Water Branch, Wastewater Branch,

= Office of Hawaiian Affairs

= Office of Planning

+ University of Hawaii at Manoa, Environmental Center and Water Resource Research Center

County of Hawaii

Planning Department
Department of Water Supply
Department of Public Works
Fire Department

Civil Defense Agency
Police Department

Federal

« State Conservationist, USDA

» U.S. Army Corps of Engincers

+ Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Services

Community

+ Harrison and Sharene Klein
+ Grant Togashi

« Hamilton Ahlo / Pat Ahlo
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Gadler Family Trust Single Family Residence & Related Improvements
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Identification of Applicant and Ownership

1.2

1.3

The Applicant is the Gadler Family Trust, the fee owner of the Property involved in the
subject project, being Lot 7, a subdivision of the portion of Royal Patent Grant Number
1533 to Kekoa situate at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of
Hawaii, more particularly identified as tax map key parcel: (3) 1-5-09:40. The
Applicant's ownership of the Property is evidenced by the Deed recorded in the Bureau of
Conveyances of the State of Hawaii on June 7, 2004, as Document No.

04-113734 (see, Exhibit 12-Deed).

Identification of Approving Agency

This environmental assessment is being submitted in conjunction with an application to
the Board of Land & Natural Resources for a Conservation District Use Permit
("CDUP™), in accordance with Sections 13-5-13, 13-5-14, 13-5-22(b), 13-5-24(c),
13-5-34 and 13-5-41 of the Department of Land & Natural Resources ("DLNR")
Administrative Rules. The approving agency for this environmental assessment is the
Department of Land & Natural Resources.

Identification of Agencies and Community Consulted in Making Assessment
The following agencies provided assistance or information in preparing this assessment:

State of Hawaii

«  Department of Land & Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Divisiva & Land Management,
Land Division, Engincering Division, Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands, Division of Forestry
& Wildlife, Commission on Water Resource Management, Division of Aquatic Resources

+  State Land Use Commission

*  Department of Health, Environmental Planning Office, Office of Environmental & Quality
Control, Clean Water Branch, Wastewater Branch

«  Qffice of Hawaiian AfTairs

*  Office of Planning

= University of Hawaii at Manoa, Environmental Center and Water Resource Research Center

County of Hawaii

Planning Department
Department of Water Supply
Department of Public Works
Fire Department

Civil Defense Agency
Police Department
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Federal

« State Conservationist, USDA

« U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

+ Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Services

Community

Harrison and Sharene Klein
»  Grant Togashi

Hamilton Ahlo / Pat Ahlo

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Location

The 10.005-acre unimproved oceanfront Property is located to the northeast of the
Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and
State of Hawaii, and is designated by TMK No.: (3) 1-5-09:40 ("Property") (see, Exhibit
1-Location Map, Exhibit 2-Tax Map). The Property's shoreline is approximately 595 feet
in length and its southern frontage along the Government Beach Road (also known as the
Puna Trail) is approximately 390 feet in length (see, Exhibit 3-Site Plan).

The Property is classified “Conservation” by the State Land Use Commission, and
designated within the Resource (R) Subzone, and zoned “Agricultural,” with a minimum
lot size of one-acre (A-1a), under the Hawaii County Zoning Code (Chapter 25, Hawaii
County Code). The County of Hawaii General Plan LUPAG map designates the Property
along the shoreline as “Open,” and the remaining porticn of the Property as “Orchard.”
The Property is located within the County of Hawaii’s Special Management Area
(“SMA"), which runs makai of and along the Government Beach Road.

Existing Uses and Activities

The oceanfront Property is an unimproved parcel, which is characterized by a gradual
slope of predominantly historical a'a lava flow which covers the entire area makai of the
Government Beach Road. An existing rock wall borders the Property's southern (mauka)
boundary, which will remain "as is". Rock wall remnants are located mauka of the
existing lauhala groves (mauka of the proposed dwelling), and will be preserved "as is".
An illegally constructed tree house, buiit prior to the time the Applicant took title to the
Property, is located in a large banyan tree and will be removed. Two existing dirt roads
traverse the Property in the Kapoho direction (12-ft wide by approximately 258 lineal
feet) and in the Hilo direction (15-ft. wide by approximately 420 lineal feet). The
Applicant proposes to place red cinder on the existing dirt roads and proposes an
additional pea gravel driveway and parking area of approximately 15-ft. wide by 270
lineal feet, 24-ft. wide by 851 lineal feet, and 25-ft. wide by 40 lineal feet to connect both
dirt roads to the dwelling (see Exhibit 3-Site Plan; Exhibit 13-photos).

Final Environmental Assessment Page 2
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Surrounding Area Uses and Activitics

Makai of the Government Beach Road: The Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision is located to
the northeast, with lots classified as “Urban” by the State Land Use Commission, and
similarly zoned “Agricultural” with a minimum lot size of one-acre (A-1a) under the
Hawaii County Zoning Code. The area surrounding the Property is designated
“Orchard”, "Low Density Urban" and “Open” along the shoreline on the County’s
General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide (“LUPAG") map, and located within
the County of Hawaii’s Special Management Areas (“SMA™). The Klein single-family
residence abuts the Property's eastern (Kapoho side) boundary at TMK:(3) 1-5-09:39,
approved under CDUP Nos. HA-1605 and HA-1605A, which property was subsequently
reclassified into the Urban District in LUC Docket A00-733. Immediately adjacent to the
Property to the west (Hilo side) are two additional lots with single-family dwellings
which are similarly classified “Conservation,” Resource (R) Subzone by the State Land
Use Commission, zoned “Agricultural” with a minimum lot size of one-acre (A-1a) under
the Hawaii County Zoning Code, designated “Orchard” and “Open” along the shoreline
on the LUPAG map, and located within the SMA.

Shoreline: The rocky shoreline of low/medium height sea cliffs fronts the oceanfront
side of the Property. The northern (makai) boundary and adjoining oceanfront properties
are characterized by predominantly historical a’a flows that siope to the sea. The
high/medium height sea cliffs of the Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve are located one mile
east of the Property.

Mauka of the Government Beach Road: Lands south (mauka) of the Property are
characterized by other privately owned lots which are classified “Agricultural” by the
State Land Use Commission, zoned “Agricultural” with a minimum lot size of five-acre
(A-5a) under the Hawaii County Zoning Code, designated “Orchard” on the LUPAG
map, and located outside of the SMA.,

Proposed Uses and Activitics

The Applicant is seeking a State Conservation District Use Permit for the purpose of
constructing a one-story, single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements (swimming pool and perimeter fencing, driveway and parking area, utility
and storage area, underground water catchment system, private septic tank and
percolation field wastewater treatment system, rock column and gate entrances),
landscaping to include removal and/or relocation of Coconut and Norfolk Pine Trees
(see, Exhibit 3-Site Plan).

For purposes of this assessment, the improvements being proposed by the Applicant will
be called either the "Project” or the "Proposed Action", and the Conservation District
land on which the Project is proposed will be called the "Project Area” or "Property.”

A. Single-Family Dwelling: Construction of a new one-story, single-family
residential dwelling on concrete flooring, consisting of 2 bedrooms and 2-1/2 baths,
kitchen, dining room, living room, foyer and entry of approximately 2,849 square feet in
living area, covered lanais of approximately 594.5 square feet, arcade and breczeway of
approximately 352.50 square feet, and utility and storage area of approximately 300.68
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Gadler Family Trust Single Family Residence & Related Improvements

square feet, as permitted land uses within the Resource (R) Subzone under Sections
13-5-24(a) and (c), HAR and Protective (P) subzone under Sections 13-5-22(a) and (b),
HAR. The Applicant is also proposing to construct a private septic tank and percolation
field wastewater treatment system meeting all applicable County and State regulations, a
16' x16'x5'-3" concrete underground storage catchment water tank to be housed beneath
the storage/utility area, a 902.77 square feet swimming pool and perimeter 4-feet high
chain link fencing, two 66-inch high rock column and gate entrances, and an additional
red cinder and pea gravel driveway and parking area (15-ft. wide by 420 lineal feet, 24-ft.
wide by 851 lineal feet, and 25-fi. wide by 40 lineal feet) to connect both dirt roads to the
dwelling. No outdoor shower or additional water features are proposed. The proposed
house site will require grading of approximately 1,138.67 cubic yards and fill of
approximately 1,215.84 cubic yards to accommodate the natural contours of the land.
The proposed improvements will be sited along the northeastern boundary of the

Property, approximately 159 feet from the shoreline.

s  R-8 Single Family Residence: A single-family residence that conforms to design standards as
outlined in this chapter. (D-1).

The proposed improvements comply with Section 13-5-41, HAR and "Single-Family
Residential Standards”, dated September 6, 1994, attached as Exhibit 4 to Chapter 13-5,
"Conservation District", Hawaii Administrative Rules as set forth below:

Single-Family Residential Standards Project Dimensions

Minimum Lot Size: 10,000 square feet Lot Size: 10.005 acres

Minimum Setbacks: Front: 25 feet Front: 500 feet (mauka)
Sides: 25 feet Sides; 224 feetand 111 feet
Back: 25 feet Back: 159 feet {(makai)

Maximum Developable Area: 5,000 square feet Developable Area: 5,000.00 square fect
Main living arca;  2,849.55 square fect
Covered Lanai: 594.50 square feet
Arcade: 352.50 square feet
Utility/storage area: 300.68 square feet
Swimming pool:  902.77 square feet

Maximum Height limit: 25 feet Maximum Height: 25 feet

Compatibility Provisions: Landscaping Landscaping will emphasize a naturally
occurring plant community consisting of
native plants.

Color/surface of structures Neutral colors and materials such as wood,

stone and slate will be used on the exterior
of the dwelling to harmonize with the
existing physical environment.
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Wastewater treatment system Construction of a private septic tank and percolation
field wastewater treatment system meeting all
applicable County and State regulations.

Minimum grading/contouring of property The existing topography will require
grading/contouring of approximately
7% of the Property.

Connecting structures All structures are connected,

Building/grading code, shoreline setback Applicant will comply with all

compliance building/grading code and shoreline setback
requirements.

One kitchen The dwelling has only one kitchen.

B. Landscaping Improvements: Planting of small shrubbery and ground cover,

around the perimeter of the residential dwelling as permitted land uses within the
Resource (R) subzone under Sections 13-5-24(a)} and (c), HAR and Protective (P)
subzone under Sections 13-5-22(a) and (b), HAR. The landscaping will improve upon
the beauty of the Property by replacing existing weed species and will emphasize a
naturaily-occurring plant community consisting of native plants. Plant species being
considered are pohinahina, 'akia, hinahina kukahakai, ma'o, naupaka kahakai, nehe,
wililwili, 'ilima, a'ali'i and 'ulei. Preliminary landscaping is generally depicted on the Site
Plan (Exhibit 3). The final landscaping plan, which will depend in part on the availability
of planting materials at the time of construction, wiil be submitted during construction
plan approval. The swimming pool will be approximately 902.77 square feet in area (see,

Exhibit 3-Site Plan).

® R-J Landscaping: Landscaping, defined as alternation of plant cover, including trees, in an
area of more than ten thousand square feet (C-1).

C. Tree Removal: Removal and/or relocation of approximately 10 to 20 Norfolk
Pines ranging in diameter of 12 to 18 inches and 20+ feet in height, 10 to 20 Coconut
trees ranging in diameter of 8 to 16" and 20+ feet in height, and juvenile Norfolk Pines
and Coconut trees approximately 1 to 4-ft. in height as permitted land uses within the
Resource (R) subzone under Sections 13-5-24(a) and (c), HAR and Protection (P)
subzone under Sections 13-5-22(a) and (b), HAR. Where possible, the Applicant
proposes to relocate to other areas of the Norfolk Pines and Coconut trees.

¢ P-12 Tree Removal: Removal of more than five trees, six inches or greater in diameter
measured at ground level. (D-1).

Timetable for Development

The Applicant proposes to begin work on the proposed improvements within three
months of receipt of all required permits from the State and County. It is anticipated that

Final Environmental Assessment Page 5



Gadler Family Trust Single Family Residence & Related Improvements

3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

these improvements will be completed within one year of commencement of
construction.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, IMPACTS & MITIGATION MEASURES
Physical Characteristics
Physiography and Soils

Setting. The elevation of the Property ranges from sea level to approximately 54 feet
above mean sea level along the mauka (southern) boundary at the Government Beach
Road. The overall slope of the Property is approximately 6 to 12% along the coastline
and 0 to 6% inland (see, Exhibit 15-topographical map).

The soils on the Property are classified by the United States Department of Agriculture,
Soil Conservation Services, Soil Survey Report as “rLW” or “Lava Flows, a’a,” which is
a miscellaneous land type. This lava has practically no soil covering and is rough and

broken.

The Land Study Burcau Overall Master Productivity Rating classifies the soil within the
Property as “E,” or “Very Poorly Suited,” to agricultural productivity. The State of
Hawatii, Department of Agriculture’s Land of Importance to the State of Hawaii
(“ALISH”), which lists all of the land in Hawaii with agricultural significance classifies a
portion of the Property as “Other Important Agricultural Lands,” and the remaining area
of the Property is not classified as “Prime”, “Unique” or “Other Important Agricultural
Lands.”

Impacts and Mitigation. Minor changes to the land form will result from the construction
of the single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use improvements, and no
significant adverse impacts are expected. The proposed action would not result in loss of
any valuable agricultural lands, since the soils on the Property are rocky in character and
content, and the Property has not been in active agricultural use.

Natural Hazards
Setting.

Flood and Coastal Hazards. The shoreline characteristics of the Property and adjoining
oceanfront properties are historical a’a flows. The shoreline along the Property is
approximately 595 feet in length and is characterized by a general gradual slope with
low/medium height sea cliffs to the sea. The U. S. Corps of Engineers Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM) designates the Property in Zone X. Zone “X” is designated for those
areas outside of the 500-year flood plain. The shoreline portion of the Property is located
within the County of Hawaii Civil Defense Agency’s evacuation area for hazards due to
tsunami and possible surges from hurricanes (see, Exhibit 4-Tsunami evacuation area).

Volcanic and Earthquake Hazards. According to the United States Geological Survey
map, the Property is located within Lava Flow Hazard Zone 2, on a scale of ascending
risk 9 to 1. Zone 2 areas include the areas that are adjacent to, and down slope from, the
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3.1.2

3.1.3

East Rift Zone of Kilauea volcano. The entire area south of the East Rift Zone lies in
Zone 2. Lava flows are most likely to travel in this direction due to the ground sloping
downhill from the rift zone to the ocean. Lava flows in this area are 400 to 750 years old
(see, Exhibit 5-Volcanic and Seismic Hazards map). The Building Code designates the
entire island of Hawaii in Earthquake Zone 3 and contains certain structural requirements
to address the relative seismic hazards.

Impacts and Mitigation. Although the Property is located within the coastal high hazard
area, there is no tsunami data for the Property Area, and the shoreline along the Property
has remained stable during coastal storms. The placement of the existing structures is
sufficiently inland from the shoreline, and thus the degree of risk to human life is
minimal. In addition, although the Property is located in the area flanked by Kilauea
vo_]c.anol, and is subject to down slope lava flows, the degree of risk to human life is
minimal,

Flora/Fauna

Serting. No plant species listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services or State protected
plant species as threatened or endangered, proposed, or a candidate species or “species of
concern” occur on the Property or immediate vicinity. The shoreline of the Property and
adjoining oceanfront preperties are bare of vegetation. More mauka on the Property,
plants consist of mature Coconut, Octopus, Gunpowder, Autograph, Norfolk Pine,

Lauhala, and Avocado trees (see, Exhibit 16-existing flora map).

No endangered or otherwise rare bird or mammal species were observed within the
Project Area. The area is not included within the critical habitat for protected species.
Known occupied fauna within the Property consists predominantly of lowland urban
birds, such as common mynah (Acridotheres tristis), house finch (Carpodacus
mexicanus), northern cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) and Japanese white-eye (Zosterops
japonica). None of these species are rare or endangered. Additionally, no resident
endemic and indigenous land birds, resident indigenous seabirds, resident endemic and
indigenous water birds and migratory indigenous birds have been recorded on the
Property. Mammal species which are expected to occur on the Property include
mongoose, feral cat, mouse and rat. These are common species which are found

throughout the island.

Marine mammals and sea turtles have not been observed along the low/medium height
jagged, barren lava sea cliffs on the Property.

Impacts and Mitigation. No rare or endangered plant or animal species or habitats would
be affected since there is no evidence of threatened, endangered or rare plants, birds,
mammals, or marine mammals within the Property. Two existing lauhala groves will be
preserved "as is”, The existing lauhala grove situated within the building pad, will be
relocated to another location within the Property.

Historical/Cultural and Archaeological Resources
Setting. The Lower Puna area was well-populated by Hawaiians before 1800, but was

nearly abandoned during the 19" century. Extensive cattle raising and scattered
agriculture dominated land use during the late 1800s and the population in Puna remained
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the lowest of any district on the island during that time. The production of plantation
sugar in the 1900s brought with it a need for labors, and villages occupied by immigrants
occurred. Homesteads were offered to farmers throughout Puna, and the population
rebound. Growth has accelerated since 1970 as a result of low costs for residential
agricultural lots. Virginia Goldstein, former County of Hawaii Planning Director
consulted with local residents Grant Togashi, Hamilton Ahio and Pat Ahlo who are
familiar with the area, who disclosed that there are no known traditional and customary
native Hawaiian practices on the Project, with the possible exception of opihi and limu
gathering and fishing at the shoreline arcas (see, Exhibit 6-Cultural Assessment). The
Applicant remains commitied to allow mauka-makai and lateral access to and along the
shoreline area of their Property for traditional and customary cultural practices and

related shoreline access.

A site inspection of the project area was conducted by Jeanne Knapp, Hawaii Island
assistant archaeologist on September 17, 2003. By letter dated September 17, 2003, Ms.
Knapp notes that "several wall remnants, possibly historic in age, were seen in the
interior of the property but not within the proposed development area. . . you do not
intend to alter or damage these wall remnants in any way, but will leave them, and this
portion of the property ‘as is'. . . . Given these findings from the field inspection, and your
commitment to avoid any impact on the area of the parcel containing the wall remnants,
we believe that no historic properties will be affected by this undertaking." (see, Exhibit

7-SHPD letter; Exhibit 13-photos).

Further, the Property is not among those listed as historic properties in the Hawaii State
Register of Historic Places, has not been determined to be eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places, and is not profiled as a significant cultural and/or
historic site in the General Plan within the Puna district, and in the Puna Community
Development Plan. The Honolulu Landing Habitation Complex (TMK: 1-4-03:19),
located approximately one mile south of the Property is listed as a historic site in the
Hawaii State Register of Historic Places.

Impacts and Mitigation. There are no known historical and/or cultural sites on the
Property as confirmed by the Department of Land & Natural Resources, State Historic
Preservation Division. In addition, the Property is not listed as a historic property in the
Hawaii State Register of Historic Places, has not been determined to be eligible for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, and is not profiled as a significant
cultural and/or historic site in the General Plan within the Puna district, and in the Puna
Community Development Plan. Due to the location of the proposed house site away from
the existing rock wall remnants, the Applicant anticipates no adverse impacts as a result
of implementing the proposed action. Therefore, other than the mitigative measures that
would be monitored by DLNR, there is no other reasonable action to be taken to preserve
these resources. Should any previously unidentified archacological or historic sites such
as artifacts, marine shell concentrations, charcoal deposits, stone platforms, pavings or
walls be found, the Applicant shall stop work in the immediate vicinity and contact the
State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources. In addition, there are no observable traditional and customary native
Hawaiian practices being exercised outside the shoreline area. Known traditional and
customary native Hawaiian practices and other valued cultural, historical or natural
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3.14

3.1.5

3.1.6

resources on the Property are located at the shoreline area and will be recognized and
allowed by the Applicant.

Air and Noise Quality
Setting.

Air. The air quality in the Puna district is largely affected by air pollutants from natural
rather than vehicular sources. The most predominant source of natural poliutants is from
the Kilauea volcano’s east rift eruption located west of the Property. Emissions from the
ongoing eruption can be seen in the form of a volcanic haze which intermittently blankets

the area. Vehicular exhaust is a lesser source of air pollutants.

Noise. The noise generated in the vicinity of the Project Area is associated with existing
vehicular sources along the Government Beach Road. Other noises in the Project Area
come from natural sources (ocean and wind).

Impacts and Mitigation. Given the limited nature of the Project, no short-term or
long-term increase in noise level will be experienced in the Project Area.

Scenic and Open Space Resources

Setting. The present landscape of the Project Area is characterized by gradually sloping
terrain and overgrown trees and vegetation. The Property is not listed as a distinctive and
identifiable land form distinguished as landmarks or as having a front yard vista of
distinctive features as identified in the General Plan within the Puna district, nor in the
Puna Community Pian. The Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve located one mile east of the
Property is identified in the General Plan as an example of natural beauty in the Puna
district and is designated as a future Hawaiian Shores Community Association park site

(see, Exhibit 8-Shoreline Inventory Map).

Impacts and Mitigation. The Property's gradually sloping terrain along with the proposed
design and location of the residential dwelling and related accessory use improvements
will ensure that the development is compatible with the visual environment and will have
minimal impact upon the public's view to and along the shoreline.

Coastal Resources

Serting. The coastal resources between the low-tide mark and the upper reaches of the
wave-splash zone consist of low/medium height jagged, barren lava sea cliffs.

The County of Hawaii Public Access to the Shoreline Inventory (1979) does not list the
Project Area as one which provides public access from the Government Beach Road.
The Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve is located one mile east of the Property.

Impacts and Mitigation. The Project does not involve any direct or chemical
modifications to the near shore environment, nor will it cause the possibility of erosion
and sedimentation seepage into the coastline. Therefore, there should be no physical
disruption of the existing habitat, and more important, no changes that would affect the
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3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2
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amount of wave energy striking the shoreline. Lateral pedestrian access to the coastal
shoreline within the Project Area will not be curtailed since pedestrian public shoreline
access to the shoreline is secured along the coastline. Any cultural, historical or natural
resources customarily and traditionally gathered along the shoreline area will be
recognized and continued by the Applicant.

Socioeconomic Considerations

The Project should generate minor improvements to the economy resulting from
construction related jobs for the proposed improvements.

Public Facilities and Services

Access

Setting. Access to the Property is provided from the Keaau-Pahoa Highway that connects
to Kahakai Boulevard in Hawaiian Paradise Park, and to the Government Beach Road,
also known as the Puna Trail, an improved gravel/dirt roadway having a 10-foot wide
right-of-way. A 40-foot wide building setback line runs along the makai side of the
Government Beach Road within the mauka portion of the Petition Area (see, Exhibit O-

access map).

Impacts and Mitigation. The existing roadway is adequate to accommodate the Proposed
Action, and is not anticipated to create any substantial adverse impact upon access.

Water Resources

Sefting. No municipal water system is available to the Project Area. The nearest County
of Hawaii municipal water system is provided by a 12-inch line located within the
vicinity of Keonepoko School. Potable water for the Project Area will be by private
catchment system to be stored underground beneath the utility and storage area. The
mean annual rainfall in the vicinity is about 100 to 125",

Impacts and Mitigation. Since there is no municipal water service to the Project Area,
there will be no adverse impact upon the municipal system by reason of the Proposed
Action. The availability of potable water from the private water system and ample
rainfall within the Project Area to support a water catchment system is sufficient to
service the requirements for the proposed uses.

Utilities

Setting. Underground electrical and telephone service entries are located along the
Government Beach Road and at the end of Welea Street within the Hawaiian Beach
Subdivision, and the Project Area is serviced by Hawaii Electric Light Company and
Verizon.
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3.4

4.1

4.2

Impacts and Mitigation. There is no anticipated adverse impact upon clectrical and
telephone utility services by reason of the Proposed Action since services are available to

the Project Area.
Police and Fire Protection

Setting. Police and fire protection services are provided from the Puna police and fire
stations located in Pahoa, approximately six miles west of the Property.

Impacts and Mitigation. The Proposed Action is not anticipated to increase the demand
for police and fire services which are available to the Project Area.

RELATIONSHIP OF THE PROPOSED ACTION TO LAND USE PLANS,
POLICIES AND CONTROLS FOR THE AFFECTED AREA

Chapter 205, Hawaii Revised Statutes, State Land Use Law

All lands within the State have been classified into one of our land use districts: Urban,
Rural, Agricultural and Conservation, by the State Land Use Commission, pursuant to
Chapter 205, HRS. The Property is located within the State Land Use Conservation
District, Resource (R) Subzone (see, Exhibit 10-SLU subzone map).

Section 205-2(e), HRS, provides that Conservation District shall include:

areas necessary for protecting watersheds and water sources; preserving
scenic and historic area; providing park lands, wilderness, and beach
reserves; conserving endemic plants, fish and wildlife; preventing floods
and soil erosion; forestry; open space area whose existing openness;
natural condition, or present state of use, if retained, would enhance the
present or potential value of abutting or surrounding communities or
would maintain or enhance the conservation of natural or scenic resources;
areas of value for recreational purposes; other related activities; and other
permitted uses not detrimental to a multiple use conservation concept.

Lands located within the State Land Use Conservation Districts are administered by
DLNR, pursuant to Chapter 183C, HRS.

The Proposed Action to construct a single-family residence and related accessory uses for
residential use for the enjoyment of the lot owner is consistent with and compatible with
the provisions and objectives of the Resource (R) Subzone. Therefore, the proposed land
use 1s consistent with the purpose and objectives of the Conservation District, which
seeks to develop areas with proper management to ensure sustained use of the natural
resources of those areas.

State Administrative Rules Governing Land Uses within Conservation Districts,
Section 13-5-13, Hawaii Administrative Rules

Title 13 of the Hawaii Administrative Rules (“HAR”), for the Department of Land and
Natural Resources, under Subtitle 1, Chapter 5, regulates land uses within the
Conservation District. The rules establish five subzones within the Conservation District;
the Protective (P), Limited (L), Resource (R), General (G) and Specific subzones. All
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land within the Conservation District has been designated within one of the five subzones
by BLNR. The Property is designated within the Resource (R) subzone.

Section 13-5-13, HAR, provides that the objective of the Resource (R) subzone “is to
develop, with proper management, areas to ensure sustained use of the natural resources
of those area.” The (R) subzone shall encompass:

(1) Lands necessary for providing future parkland and lands presently used for
national, state, county, or private parks;

(2) Lands suitable for growing and harvesting or commercial timber or other
forest products;

(3) Lands suitable for outdoor recreational uses such as hunting, fishing hiking,
camping, and picnicking;

(4) Offshore islands of the State of Hawaii, unless placed in a (P) or (L) subzone;

(5) Lands and state marine waters seaward of the uppers reaches of the wash of
wavers, usually evidences by the edge of vegetation or by the debris left by the
wash of waves on shore to the extent of the State’s jurisdiction, unless placed in a

(P) or (L) subzone.

All identified land uses listed for the General (G) subzone (Section 13-5-24, HAR),
Protective (P) subzone (Section 13-5-22, HAR), and Limited (L) subzone (Section 13-5-
23, HAR), also apply to the Resource (R) subzone under Section 13-5-24, HAR.

Hawaii State Plan, Chapter 266, Hawaii Revised Statutes

The Hawaii State Plan, Chapter 226, HRS, establishes a set of goals, objectives and
policies to serve as long-range guidelines for the growth and development of the State.
The following sections of the Hawaii State Plan contain guidelines that are relevant to the

Proposed Action.

Section 226-11. Objective and policies for the physical environment - scenic, natural
beauty, and historic resources. ‘

Objectives:
* Prudent use of Hawaii’s land-based, shoreline, and marine resources.
¢ Effective protection of Hawaii’s unique and fragile environmental resources.

Policies:
s Exercise an overall conservation ethic in the use of Hawaii’s natural resources.
* Take into account the physical attributes of areas when planning and designing activities and

facilities.
* Manage natural resources and cnvirons to encourage their beneficial and multiple use without

generating costly or irreparable environmental damages.
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Analysis: The Proposed Action has been designed to harmonize with the existing
physical environment. No changes in the shoreline or topography are envisioned.
Mauka-makai and lateral pedestrian access to the coastal shoreline within the Project
Area will not be curtailed since lateral pedestrian public shoreline access to the shoreline
is secured along the coastline. The residential dwelling's proposed site location
approximately 160 feet inland from the shoreline will exceed the mandatory minimum
40-foot shoreline setback requirements and therefore will not generate costly or
irreparable environmental damages.

Section 226-12. Objective and policies for the physical environment - scenic, natural
beauty, and historic resources.

Objective:

* Planning for the State’s physical environment shall be directed towards achicvement of the
objective of enhancement of Hawaii’s scenic assets, natural beauty, and multiple-
cultural/historic resources.

Policies:

* Promote the preservation of views and vistas to enhance the visual and aesthetic enjoyment of
mountains, oceans, scenic landscapes and other natural features.

* Encourage the design of development and activities that complement the natural beauty of the

islands,

Analysis: The Proposed Action is proposed on approximately 1 acre of the 10.005 acre
parcel, and the remaining portion of the Property will continue to remain in its natural
condition. In addition, the proposed design and location of the residential dwelling and
related accessory use improvements will ensure that the development is compatible with
the visual environment, thus preserving the natural beauty of the coastline’s view and
vistas and aesthetic value of the area.

Hawaii County General Plan

The Hawaii County General Plan is a policy document for the long range comprehensive
development of all land within the County of Hawaii. The plan contains goals, policies
and standards, as well as, a set of land use maps, designated as the General Plan Land
Use Pattern Allocation Guide (“LUPAG”) maps, showing the location of desired land
uses.

The LUPAG map designates a narrow coastal strip of the Property along the shoreline as
“Open,” and the remaining portion of the Property as “Orchard” and "Low Density
Urban" (see, Exhibit 11-LUPAG map). The Open designation includes parks and historic
sites, the Orchard designation includes those land which though rocky in character and
content support productive macadamia nuts, papaya, citrus and other similar agricultural
products, and the Low Density Urban desi gnation includes single-family residential in
character, ancillary community and public uses, and convenience type commercial uses.
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The Proposed Action does not conflict with the General Plan designations since the
Project Area encompasses approximately | acre of the 10.005-acre parcel, which will be
sited along the eastern (makai) boundary of the Property within the Orchard and Low
Density Urban designations of the General Plan. The proposed use conforms to the
General Plan following elements:

Economic:

Goal:

* Provide residents with opportunitics to improve their quality of life.

Policies:
o The County of Hawaii shall strive for an economic climate which provides its residents an

opportunity for choice of occupation,
¢ The County of IHawaii shall strive for diversification of its economy by strengthening existing

industries and attracting new endeavors.

Discussion: The Proposed Action will provide short-term construction-related job
opportunities. Property, income, excise and other taxes will be generated, resulting in an
increase in State and County revenues which in turn can be used to provide needed public
services and facilities. The requested single-family residence will help to retain the
overall rural ambience of the area, thereby promoting the County’s economic goals in
harmony with its social and physical environments.

Environmental Quality:
Goal:
e Maintain and, if feasible, improve the existing environmental quality of the island.

Discussion: The Proposed Action will not result in any significant adverse effect on the
environment. Those potential short-term adverse effects on the surrounding area
associated with construction activities, such as potential noise, air quality, or drainage
impacts would be reduced or eliminated through the implementation of appropriate
mitigative measures as detailed in this report.

Flood Control and Drainage:

Goals:

¢ (onserve scenic and natural resources.

* Prevent damage to man-made improvements.
¢ Reduce surface runoff and sediment runoff,

Policy:
» All development-gencrated runoff shall be disposed of in a manner acceptable to the
Department of Public Works.

Discussion: The Proposed Action is a low-profile development that will not affect scenic
view planes in the area. It is not located within any flood way or flood plain. Surface
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water runoff and sedimentation will be minimized by methods approved by the
Department of Public Works. The Applicant will also comply with applicable rules and
regulations to ensure that construction and landscaping activities will not result in any

discharge into coastal waters.

Historic Sites:

Goal:

¢ Protect and enhance the sites, buildings and objects of significant historical and cultural
importance to Hawaii.

Discussion: The Property is not among those listed as historic properties in the Hawaii
State Register of Historic Places, has not been determined to be eligible for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places, and is not profiled as significant cultural and/or
historic sites in the General Plan within the Puna district, and in the Puna Community

Development Plan.

Natural Beauty:

Goals:

» Protect, preserve and enhance the quality of areas endowed with natural beauty, including the
quality of coastal scenic resources.

* Protect scenic vistas and view planes from becoming obstructed.
Maximize opportunities for present and future generations to appreciate and enjoy naturai and
scenic beauty.

Discussion: Along the coast of Puna district, the black sand beaches and tidal ponds are
noted features of natural beauty. The Proposed Action is not anticipated to change the
visual attributes of the existing coastline. Although vacant of any structures, the Property
is heavily vegetated with mature Coconut, Octopus, Gunpowder, Autograph, Norfolk
Pine, Lauhala, and Avocado trees. Two existing lauhala groves will be preserved "as is",
The existing lauhala grove situated within the building pad, will be relocated to another
location within the Property. The Property is also not listed as a distinctive and
identifiable land form distinguished as landmarks or as having a front yard vista of
distinctive features as identified in the General Plan within the Puna district, nor in the
Puna Community Development Plan. The high/medium height sea cliffs of the
Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve which is an example of natural beauty is located one mile

east of the Property.

Natural Resources and Shoreline:
Goals:
* Protect and conserve the natural resources of the County of Hawaii from undue exploitation,

encroachment and damage,

¢ Provide opportunities for the public to fulfill recreational, economic, and educational needs
without despoiling or endangering natural resources.

* Protect and promote the prudent use of Hawaii’s unique, fragile and significant
environmental and natural resources.

* Ensure that alterations to existing land forms and vegetation, except crops and construction of
structures cause minimum adverse effect to water resources, and scenic and recreational
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amenities and minimum danger of floods, landslides, crosion, siltation, or failure in the event
of an earthquake.

Policies:
* The shoreline of the island of Hawaii shall be maintained for recreational, education, and/or
scientific uses in a manner that is protective of resources and is of the maximum benefit to the

general public.
*  The shoreline shall be protected from the encroachment of man-made improvements and

structures.

Discussion: The rocky shoreline of low/medium height sea cliffs of the Property, along
the northern (makai) boundary and adjoining oceanfront properties are characterized by
predominantly historical a’a flows that slope to the sea. The coastal area may be used for
opihi and limu gathering and fishing at the shoreline area. The County of Hawaii Public
Access to the Shoreline Inventory (1979) does not list the Project Area as one which
provides public access from the Government Beach Road. The Waiakahiula Shoreline
Reserve is located one mile east of the Property. The Applicant remains committed to
allow mauka-makai and lateral access to and along the shoreline area of their Property for
traditional and customary cultural practices and related shoreline access. Therefore, the
Proposed Action will not reduce the size of the coastline or other areas used for public
recreational activities, and should not impact upon recreational resources, since
mauka-makai public shoreline access along with lateral public access along the
oceanfront of the Property will be available.

Housing:
Goals:
* Attain safe, sanitary and livable housing for the residents o! the County of Hawaii.

* Maintain a housing supply which allows a variety of choice.
* Develop better places to live in Hawati County by creating viable communities with decent

housing and suitable living environments for our people.

Discussion: The Applicant is seeking a lifestyle opportunity to reside in Hawaii, within
reasonable proximity to existing infrastructure and supportive public services. The
Proposed Action will be constructed in accordance with the standards and requirements
of the Department of Public Works. Similar single-family residential dwellings are
located adjacent to the Property (Kapoho and Hilo sides).

Public Utilities:

Goal:

* To have public utility facilities which are designed to fit into their surroundings or concealed
from public view.

Policy:

* Al water systems shall be designed and built to Department of Water Supply standards.,
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Discussion: All utilities for the Proposed Action will be installed and constructed in
accordance with State and County design standards and requirements, The Applicant
will utilize a private septic tank and percolation field wastewater treatment system in
compliance with the State Department of Health’s wastewater requirements.

Recreation:

Goals:

* Provide a wide variety of recreational opportunitics for the residents and visitors of the
County.

* Maintain the natural beauty of recreation areas.

* Provide a diversity of environments for active and passive pursuits,

Policy:

* Public access to the shoreline shall be provided in accordance with an adopted program of the
County of Hawaii.

Discussion: The County of Hawaii Public Access to the Shoreline Inventory (1979) does
not list the Project Area as one which provides public access from the Government Beach
Road. The Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve is located one mile east of the Property. The
Applicant remains committed to allow mauka-makai and lateral access to and along the
shoreline area of their Property for traditional and customary cultural practices and
related shoreline access. Therefore, the Proposed Action will not reduce the size of the
coastline or other areas used for public recreational activities, and should not impact upon
recreational resources, since mauka-makai and lateral access will be available.

Land Use-Single-Family Residential

Goals:
* Tomaximize choices of single-family residential lots and/or housing for residents of the
County.

*  To ensurc compatible uses within and adjacent to single family residential zoned areas.
°  To provide single-family residential areas conveniently located to public and private
services, shopping, other community activities and convenient access to employment centers.

Discussion: The Proposed Action would meet this criteria as the Applicant is seeking a
lifestyle opportunity to reside in Hawaii, within close proximity to existing infrastructure
and supportive public services,

Hawaii County Zoning
The Property is zoned under the Hawaii County Zoning Code (Chapter 25, Hawaii

County Code) as Agricultural, with a minimum lot size of one acre (A-la). The Proposed
Action is a permitted use under this zoning district,
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County Special Management Area

The Property is located within the Special Management Area (“SMA”™) which runs makaj
of the Government Beach Road, as defined in Chapter 205A, HRS, and Rule 9 of the
County of Hawaii Planning Commission Rules,

Rule 9-4(10)B provides that “Development” does not include the following uses,
activities or operations:

(i) Construction of a single-family residence that js not part of a larger
development.

* k% ok %

(viii) Use of any land for the purpose of cultivating, planting, growing, and
harvesting plants, CIops, trees, and other agricultural, horticultural, or forestry
products or animal husbandry, or aquaculture or mariculture of plants or animals,
or other agricultural purposes subject to review by the Department in accordance

with Rule 9,4( 10)(C).

Rule 9.4(10)C provides that: “Any proposed use, activity, or operation listed in paragraph
B shall be deemed to be ‘Development’ until the Director has determined it to be
exempted from the definition of ‘development,

By letter dated March | 1, 2005, the Planning Director has determined that the proposed
construction of the single-family dwelling and related dccessory uses improvements are
exemption from the definition of “development" (see, Exhibit 14-SMA exemption).

Coastal Zone Management, Chapter 205A, Hawaii Revised Statutes

The Proposed Action complies with the provisions and guidelines contained in Chapter
205A, HRS as follows:

A, Recreational resources. The Proposed Action should not impact upon
recreational resources, since mauka-makai and latera] pedestrian public shoreline access
is available to the shoreline.

B. Historic resources. There are no known historical and/or cultural sites on the

remnants, possibly historic in age, were seen in the interior of the property but not within
the proposed development area, . . you do not intend to alter or damage these wall
remnants in any way, but will leave-them, and this portion of the property

on the area of the parcel containing the wall remnants, we believe that no historic
properties will be affected by this undertaking."

Fu
Register of Historic Places, has not been determined to be eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places, and is not profiled as a s; gnificant cultural and/or
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historic site in the General Plan within the Puna district, nor in the Puna Community
Development Plan. The Honolulu Landing Habitation Complex (TMK: 1-4-03:19),
located approximately one mile south of the Property is listed as a historic site in the

Hawaii State Register of Historic Places.

The Proposed Action will be limited to an area along the eastern boundary of the
Property and does not involve an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any
natural or cultural resources. Accordingly, the Proposed Action does not conflict with
the historic resources objectives and policies which aim to protect, preserve and where
desirable restore significant historic and prehistoric resources in the coastal zone

management area.

C. Scenic and open space resources. The Property is not listed as a distinctive and
identifiable land form distinguished as landmarks or as having a front yard vista of
distinctive features as identified in the General Plan within the Puna district, nor in the
Puna Community Plan. The Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve located one mile east of the
Property is identified in the General Plan, as an example of natural beauty in the Puna
district which is a future Hawaiian Shores Community Association park site. The
Proposed Action is not anticipated to change the visual attributes of the Project Area.
The Proposed Action will continue to foster the goals, policies and standards of the
scenic and open space resources of the General Plan.

D. Coastal ecosystems. The coastal resources between the low-tide mark and the
upper reaches of the wave-splash zone consist of low/medium height jagged, barren lava
sea cliffs. The County of Hawaii Public Access to tie Shoreline Inventory (1979) does
not list the Project Area as one which provides public acc:2ss from the Government Beach
Road. The Waiakahiula Shoreline Reserve is located one mile east of the Property. The
Proposed Action does not involve any direct or chemical modifications to the near shore
environment, nor will it cause the possibility of erosion and sedimentation seepage into
the coastline. There should be no physical disruption of the existing habitat, and more
important, no changes that would affect the amount of wave energy striking the shoreline.
Mauka-makai and lateral pedestrian public access to the coastal shoreline within the
Project Area will not be curtailed since pedestrian public shoreline access to the shoreline
is secured along the coastline. Therefore, the proposed development is consistent with
the coastal ecosystem objectives and policies which aim to protect valuable coastal
ecosystems from disruption and minimize adverse impacts on all coastal ecosystems.
Known traditional and customary native Hawaiian practices and other valued cultural,
historical or natural resources on the Property are located at the shoreline area and will be
recognized and allowed by the Applicant.

E. Economic uses. The Proposed Action will generate minor improvements to the
economy resulting from construction related jobs for the proposed improvements. The
long-term economic or social welfare of the community will not be affected by the
Proposed Action, and will not preclude the development of coastal dependent economic
uses or public and private facilities.

F. Coastal hazards. The Proposed Action will be limited to an area along the
eastern boundary of the Property. In addition, the Property is designated as “X” or
outside the 500-year flood plain, per the U.S. Corps of Engineers Flood Insurance Rate
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Maps (FIRM). Accordingly, the proposed project is consistent with the coastal hazards
objectives and policies which provide for the control of development in areas subject to
tsunami, flood, erosion and subsistence hazard.

Shoreline Setback Areca

The shoreline area of the Property is located within the 40-foot shoreline setback area as
defined by Rule 8 of the County of Hawaii Planning Commission Rules. The Applicant is
requesting a waiver of the shoreline certification, since the proposed site location
approximately 160 feet inland from the shoreline clearly exceeds the mandatory
minimum 40-foot shoreline setback requirement,

Environmental Impact Statement

Section 343-5(a)(2), HRS, provides that any use that is proposed within any land
classified as Conservation District land by the State Land Use Commission under Chapter
205, is subject to the Environmental Impact Statement law, Chapter 343, HRS.

Section 343-5(c), HRS, provides that applicants proposing actions subject to Chapter 343,
HRS, *. . . shall prepare an environmental assessment of such proposed action at the
earliest practicable time to determine whether an environmental impact statement shall be

required.”
This environmental assessment has been prepared to fulfill these requirements.

IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR IMPACTS AND ALTERNATIVES
CONSIDERED

Major Impacts

The modest scope of the proposed improvements are not expected to contribute to any
economic or environmental concerns, or cause adverse environmental or cultural impacts,
except for minor temporary noise and dust inconveniences during the construction period
which can be mitigated by implementation of control measures standard to the industry.

In addition, no major long-term impacts are anticipated as a result of the implementation
of Applicant's proposal, since the proposed single-family residence, accessory use
improvements, landscaping and tree removal are identified and permitted uses within the
Resource (R) subzone, pursuant to Sections 13-5-24(a) and (c), HAR and Protective P
subzone, pursuant to Sections 13-5-22(a) and (b), HAR.

In compliance with County SMA approval, the Applicant will site the proposed
residential improvements approximately 160 feet inland from the shoreline in excess of
the mandatory minimum 40-foot shoreline setback requirement. The Applicant will also
construct a private septic tank and percolation field wastewater treatment system meeting
with all applicable governmental regulations to further protect against shoreline impacts.
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5.2 Alternatives to the Proposed Action

The Applicant has reduced the size of the proposed residence, and related accessory use
improvements including the size of the swimming pool, driveway and parking area, and
utility storage areas as initially envisioned.

Under the "No-Action" alternative, the Applicant would abandon the Proposed Action
and the Project Area would remain vacant land. This alternative deprives the Applicant
of the reasonable use of their Property. The Applicant also submits that the County
would realize no benefit if the Property were left unused or underutilized,

6. OTHER PERMITS AND APPROVALS

. Conservation District Use Permit
. NPDES permit
. Building Permits

7. PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION

Pre-assessment consultation letters were sent to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, State
Conservationist; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pacific Ocean Division; U.S.
Department of the interior, Fish & Wildlife Service; Office of Planning, Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, UHM Environmental Center; UHM Water Resource Research Center;
Department of Health, Environmental Planning Office; Office of Environmental and
Quality Control: County of Hawaii Planning Department, Harrison & Sharene Kiein,
Department of Land & Natural Resources; and DLNR, State Historic Preservation
Officer. Comments were received from the Office of Environmental & Quality Control;
DLNR, State Historic Preservation Division; Office of the Hawajian Affairs; Department
of Health, Environmental Planning Office; DLNR, Land Division; DLNR, Engineering
Division, DLNR-Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands; DLNR, Division of Forestry
& Wildlife; DLNR, Commission on Water Resource Management; and County of Hawaii
Planning Department (see, Exhibit 16-Agency Pre-assessment Consultation letters).

The Office of Environmental and Quality Control was consulted relating to the extent of
the Kq.Pa’akai 8] Ka’ain.a v. Land Use Comngission case and Act 50, Session Lg»ys of

there is no Hawaiian Beaches Community Association, the Applicant consulted with
neighbors Harrison and Sharene Klein, who have expressed no objection to the Project.

8. WRITTEN COMMENTS AND RESPONSES DURING PUBLIC REVIEW
PERIOD

Agency comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment were received from the
County of Hawaii Planning Department; State of Hawaii, Department of Land & Natural
Resources, Division of F orestry and Wildlife, Aquatic Resources, Department of Health,
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Wastewater Brach, Clean Water Branch, Office of Environmental Quality Control, and
the Office of Hawaiian A ffairs (see, Exhibit 17, agency comments and Applicant's
responsive letters).

0. AGENCY ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS AND
REASONS SUPPORTING ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION

Based on the information described herein, the Proposed Action will not result in
significant social, economic, cultural or environmental impacts. Consequently, a Finding
of No Significant Impact (“FONSI") is anticipated, subject to the public review
provisions of Section 11-200-9.1, HAR.

In considering the significance of potential environmental effects, the Applicant has
considered the sum of effects on the quality of the environment and evaluated the overall
cumulative effects of the Proposed Action. The Applicant has considered the expected
consequences, both primary and secondary, and the cumulative, as well as, the short- and
long-term effects of the Proposed Action. As a result of these considerations, the
Applicant has determined that the approval of the Proposed Action will have no
significant effect on the environment since:

1. There are no known archaeological/cultural resources in the area that would
involve an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resources as confirmed by the Department of Land & Natural Resources,
State Historic Preservation Division by letter dated September 17, 2003.

2. The beneficial uses of the environment for recreational and access purposes will
not be curtailed since mauka-makai and lateral pedestrian public shoreline access
to the shoreline is secured along the coastline.

3. The preparation of the environmental assessment is in compliance with Chapter
344, HRS, and the proposed action does not conflict with the short or long term
policies, goals and guidelines of Chapter 343, HRS.

4, The economic or social welfare of the community will be positively affected from
creation of construction related jobs. The Proposed Action should not preclude
ftpe development of coastal dependent economic uses an/or public and private
acilities.

5. Public health will not be affected since temporary construction activities for the
proposed single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements are anticipated to last less than a year and can be properly
mitigated though standard construction practices,

6. The Proposed Action will not cause substantial secondary impacts, nor adversely
affect population changes on public facilities. Access is provided off of
Government Beach Road. Electrical and telephone services are available to the
Project Area. Wastewater disposal will be handled by private septic tank and
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10.

1L

12.

13.

percolation field wastewater treatment system to be installed by the Applicant in
compliance with applicable governmental agencies. There arc no additional
burdens on public facilities anticipated from the Proposed Action.

The Proposed Action does not involve a substantial degradation of environmental
quality as the proposed improvements do not compromise the character of the
Property and surrounding arca since the Project Area encompasses approximately
1 acre of the 10.005-acre parcel.

The Property will remain consistent in character and size with other property in
the area, and will neither conflict with nor intensify existing land uses, nor burden
existing area resources and available public services, and therefore does not have
a cumulative effect upon the environment or involve a commitment for larger

action.

There are no plant species listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services or State
protected plant species as threatened or endangered, proposed, or a candidate
species or “species of concern” on the property or immediate vicinity. There are
no endangered or otherwise rare bird or mammal species on the property or
immediate vicinity and the area is not included within the critical habitat for
protected species.

The Proposed Action will not detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient
noise levels since the air quality in the area is largely affected by air pollutants
from natural rather than vehicular sources, does not involve any direct or
chemical modifications to the near shore environment nor change the amount of
wave energy striking the shoreline, and will not create an increase in noise level.

The Property is located outside of the 500-year flood plain. Although the
shoreline area of the Property is located within the Hawaii County Civil Defense
Agency’s evacuation area for hazards due to tsunami and possible surges from
hurricanes, there is no tsunami data for the Project Area, and the shoreline along
the Property has remained stable during seasonal coastal storms. Further,
although the Property is located in the area flanked by Kilauea volcano, and is
subject to down slope lava flows, the degree of risk to human life is minimal.

The Property is not listed as a distinctive and identifiable land form distinguished
as landmarks or as having a front yard vista of distinctive features as identified in
the General Plan within the Puna D_istrict, nor the Puna Community Development

Plan. The Project will not substantially impact upon the scenic vistas and view
planes of surrounding properties.

No energy consumption will be required for the Proposed Action, other than that
used to support the residential use.
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CULTURAL ASSESSMENT

L. INTRODUCTION

At the request of Steven Lim, attorney for the owner of a 10 acre parcel

[TMK: (3)1-5-09:40] located in the ahupua'a of Keonepoko iki, District of Puna, Island, County

and State of Hawaii, the following cultural assessment has been prepared. The owner proposes

to construct a single-family residence and related improvements.

IT. METHODOLOGY

This study was undertaken as a formal cultural assessment study following the

guidelines adopted by the Office of Environmental Quality Control, which includes a broad
range of historical documents including descriptions of cultural perspective on land a site visit

and search for individuals with direct knowledge of the area, a search for archaeological surveys

which might provide further information, and consultation with Kupuna familiar with the area.

While a list of documentary references has been included, most did not include any mention of

the area, much less the specific parcel.

III. OVERVIEW

A.

A831.9327.808{

Puna District

Two aspects are prominent in descriptions of the district (moku) of Puna. One
refers to the influence and association of Pele, the goddess of the volcano. Pele
references include legends of her family, such as her sisters, Hiiaka and Kapo.
Other references tell of her relationship with Kamapua'a, the pig god or are
legends relating to volcanic features and places within Puna. For example, Keaau
is associated with Pele's younger sister, Hiiaka, and her friend Wahine Ami o
Hopoe and hula. Mauka Kahuwai near the Kapoho cinder cones is associated with
the flight of a chief of the Puna district as he tried to escape an enraged Pele.
Puna's active volcanic setting and nature is described and used proverbially. For
example, the phrase, "Lohi' au Puna [ ke akua wahine" literally means, "Puna is
retarded by the goddess." The goddess refers to Pele. "The lava flows she pours
into the district retard the work and progress of the people.” [Pukui, 1983]
Likewise, while other districts are identified with famous chiefs and families,
Puna is said to belong to Pele. Pre Pele traditions speak of Ai Laau as the god of
volcanic activity. Portions of Puna are identified as lavas belonging to the Ai
Laau volcanic series. These include lands of Keonepoko iki.

The other significant cultural association are descriptions of the hala and lehua
groves of the land that give fragrance and beauty to the district. For example,
"Ma'ema'e Puna I ka hala me ka Ichua." "Lovely is Puna with the hala and lehua.”

LLXHIBIT 6
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Or, "Ka makani hali'ala o Puna" "The fragrance-bearing wind of Puna. Puna,
Hawaii, was famed for the fragrance of malie, lehua, and hala. It is said that when
the wind blew from the land, fishenmen at sea could smell the fragrance of these

leaves and flowers." [Pukui, 1983]

The district of Puna is noteworthy as the Iands upon which the first light of day is
seen both for Hawaii island and the island chain. The easternmost point is located

at Kumakahi to the southeast of the subject parcel.

Ahupua'a
The ahupua'a (traditional land divisions within a moku) in which the parcel lies is

| Keonepoko iki. {Also spelled Keoneopoko] Two adjoining ahupua'a carry the

name Keonepoko, one Keonepoko Nui, and the subject ahupua'a, Keonepoko Iki.
The translation of Keoneopoko as given by Place Names of Hawaii, is "short
sand.” Another, perhaps more apropos translation from Ka-Miki, the Heart
Stirring Story of Ka-Mike 1s "the cinders of Poko-iki or the cinders broken to little
bits.” In the Iegend of Ka-miki, "The lands of Keoneopokoiki were named for an
'olohe master of Puna and the mokomoko (rough hand fighting) instructor of the
chief Pu'ula.” .... "Keoneopokoiki was a traditional training grounds for "olohe of
Puna .[Maly, ms] ‘Olohe were masters skilled in hand to hand combat and other
martial arts techniiques. The story then proceeds to describe the contest in which
Ka-miki quickly defeats the Puna master, Keoneopokoiki. "Ka-Miki threatened to
kill Keoneopokoiki, and seeing that there was no cae who could defeat Ka-Miki,
Keoneopokoiki gave his complete surrender to Ka-Miki, and returned to his ,
home. Keoneopokoiki lived on the upland side of the ala-loa, [Govcrnment road]
and at his compound was an altar dedicated to his gods. [Maly, ms]° = =

An archaeological survey conducted in 1931 of east Hawaii by Alfred Hudson for

the Bishop Museum, notes:

"The section of Puna district north and west of
Kapoho contains many archaeological sites in fairly
good state of preservation. Unfortunately however,
any information about them is very hard to obtain.
Most of them are located along the coast between
Keaau and Kapoho where no one now lives, and it
is difficult to locate descendants of the former
Hawatian population of the area who might be able
to shed light on the nature and function of certain

sites."

More specifically, the survey notes: "Between Mokuopihi and Waikahiula are
several sections of old trail consisting of flat stones from the beach laid about a
pace apart.” . . . "Over a distance of more than a mile between Mokuopihi and
Waikahiula are mazes of old walls and occasional enclosures giving evidence of
the former population and extensive cultivation of this stretch of coast.”



Mokuopihi is to the north west of Keoneopokoiki and Waikahiula is the adjoining
ahupua'a to the south. No other sites area noted for this coastal section.
Descriptions of the Puna coastal area by early visitors such as missionary records
do not contain references to the ahupua'a, instead speak more of a village at
Makuu to the northwest and some settlement to the south east at Waikahuila.

[Lyman, 1924; Ellis, 1825]

C. Parcel

The ten-acre parcel is a portion of Grant 1533 to Kekoa. Grant 1533 constituting
277 acres was a direct sale of government land in 1855, and which occurred soon
after Kamehameha III and the Hawaiian kingdom identified and divided all lands
in Hawaii known as the Mahele. Tax records on other portions of Grant 1533
noted agricultural use and "pohaku". No specific such reference could be found
for parcel 40. Likewise, in the legend of Ka Miki, the training ground and
complex for the olohe master are located mauka of the ala loa, which fronts the

parcel. No specific archaeological sites are noted for this parcel.

IV. ASSESSMENT
The construction of a single-family residence and related improvements on parcel

40 is not likely to have any impacts on cultural resources for which the district is noted. The
parcel is overgrown, mostly with exotic vegetation such as coconut, octopus and avocado trees.
The owners have indicated that they will retain a large hala tree on the parcel. Also, while there
are boundary walls makai of, and parallel to the "ala loa", two breaches exist to provide access to
the parcel. Consultation with Kupuna familiar with the area and site visit of the parcel in early
November, 2004, did not identify the parcel as a traditional cultural property in which cultural
resources, practices or beliefs are associated. As noted by the State archaeologist, no impacts to
archaeological sites are anticipated to occur. The lava shoreline area is probably utilized by
fishermen or opihi pickers, but access along the lava bench fronting the ocean will not be
impeded. The paucity of information relating directly to parcel 40 attest to the lack of cultural
resources in the area, and thus there are no likely impacts on the cultural resources for the area.

4851-9527-8080.1
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STATE OF HAWAI
BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
RECORDED
JUN 07, 2004 08:01 AM

Doc No(s} 2004-113734

R-220

Isi CARL T. WATANABE
REGISTRAR OF GONVEYANCES

CONVEYANCE TAX: $0.00

LAND COURT STSTEM REGULAR SYSTEM
After Recordation, Return by Mail (X ) Pick-Up ()

&

no B dsoons Y | TGA3Y17F3 -5

San Diego, CA 92142

g’:et‘?pmmumm e . INDIVIDUAL QUITCLAIM Ds): 22
1*PARTY (pames) - 2"‘ PART:Y: {names and/or sddresscs)

Dl 1ot Gl ox ot ot eam s i s e oadioe Bty et

Dated Apxil 13, 2004

EXHIBIT 12 |



¢ RECORDING REQUESTED BY . .
N Ko ’...a;\

AND WHEN RECORDED MAIL . o

—
Name CLARENCE W. FINLEY
Street P. 0. BOX 420018

City & SAN DIEGO, CA 92142

State
MAIL TAX STATEMENTS TO

—
Name NICHOLAS/DIONE GADLER
Street 1584 BERENDA PLACE
City & ELCAJON,CA 82020
State -

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER'S USE,

INDIVIDUAL QUITCLAIM DEED

Fe wae., o~
.- P N
The

The undersigned grantor(s) declare(s):

Documentary transfer tax is $ 0--Trust Transfer .

( ) computed on full value of property conveyed, or

( ') computed on full value less vaiue of liens and encumbrances remaining at time of sale.

( ) Unincorporated area: ( ) City of

FORA VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of whichis hereby acknowledged, NICHOLAS NOEL GADLER/and
Berenda Place, El Cajon, California, hereby REMISE, RELEASE

/ RLONE LEI GADLER, husband andwife, of 15
D QUITCLAIM to NICHOLAS N. GADLER and DIONE L. GADLER, as Trusteds, or their successor(s) intru
under Gadler Family Trust dated April 13, 2004, and any amendments thereto, all of that certain real :Jrope;:;
des[gnated on the tax maps pf_ the Third Taxation Division, State of Hawail, as Tax Map Key 1-5-009:040, more
particularly described in Exhibit A ?ﬂached hereto and made a part hereof, subject to the encumbrances noted

therein. .
Dated: _&$_\A_EL_, 2004 m/

. NICHOLAS NOEL GADLER
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

@NE LEI GAD%R g
COUNTY CF SAN DIEGO

on_%g‘_\xj 2004, before me, CLARENCE W. FINLEY, Notary Public, personally appeared NICHOLAS
NOEL LER and DIONE LE! GADLER, personally known to ma (or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory
evidence) to be the person(s) whose name(s)isiSrdsubscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that
he/shefthey executed the same In h:slhg‘ authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/erfhel signature(s) on
the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.
udlt~ erd Done L. Gadler i 1574 Berenda Place., /

The addriss of drusfees Nicholas N.
WITNESS hand and official seal. . 7] Cgbn, c/q_ 92020

W' 14

and

Signature

Approved as to Form:

. FINLEY, Attorney
CAL State Bar No. 38436



EXHIBIT. "A"

All of that certain parcel of lend (being portion of the land(s) described in and covered by
Royal Patent Grant Number 1533 to Kekoa) situate, lying and being at Keonopoko Iki, District of _-
Puna, Island and County of Hawaii, State of Hawaii, being LOT 7, same being a subdivision of Lots

1 to 8, inclusive, and thus bounded and described:

Beginning at the southwest comer of this parcel of land at the southeast corner of Lot 6
and on the north side of the existing Government Beach Road (Kapoho-Maku), the coordinates of
said point of beginning referred to Government Survey Triangulstion Station "KAPOHO" being
23,695.90 feet north and 17,322.18 feet west and nmning by azimuths measured clockwise from true
South: :

1. 201° 30° 30" 899.19 feet along Lot 6;
2 302° 13

3. 40° 15 20"

40" 594.64 feet along sea shore;
349.15 feet slong Lot 8;

4. 310° 15 - 20" 11071 feet along Lot 8;

40° 15 20" 42754 feet along Lot 8;

5.

6. 108° 48 389.65 feet along existing Government Beach Road
(Xapoho-Makn); . -

7. 112° 3r° . 50.30 feet along the same to the point of beginning and
containing an area of 10.005 acres, more or less.

Being the premises acquired by the Grantors herein by Warranty Deed dated May 11,
1990, and recorded in the Burean of Conveyancea of the State of Hawaii as Document
No. 90-089733. , . .

SUBJECT, HOWEVER, to the following:

1. Reservation in favor of the St_ntr.»oﬂ;lawaii ofnll;:incnl mnd metallic mines.

2. 40 feet wide setback along the Govemnment Beach Road, as shown on tax map,
as contained in DEED dated August 7, 1975, recorded in Liber 10915 at Page 496.

3. Claims arising out of customary and traditional rights and practices, including

.without limitation those exercised for subsistence, cultural, religious, access or gathering purposes,
as provided for in the Hawaii Constitution or the Hawaii Revised Statutes.
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CARLSMITH BALL LI~ wwu_ 475085, ﬂ:.”t

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 656
Hirto, HAWAT 96721-0686
TELEPHONE B08.935.6644 Fax 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIMeCARLSMITH.COM

Apnl 15, 2004

Harrison and Sharene Klein

15-2678 Welea Street
Pahoa, Hawaii 96778-8568

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessmcnt
Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use

improvements
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
TMK: 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres

mrHamsonandShmqncKlexq, _ S e . P

i \."H- s .. . .'--_ _:"‘“--l ‘.» ::".;.‘ “"' _': “ :-22 ‘., P - . ‘1“ . ; LTt
- . - : X i e e Ll S
ction 11-200-6(b)(l)(C) Enclosed’ arcashoxtnalnhvcsmnmary pmposcdsntc plan and
oject location map. We would appreciate your department’s review and commeats on the

>posed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Eavironmental Assessment subspitted to
: Department of Land & Natural Resources and 10, the Office of Environmental Quality

ntrol for publication and pi _|h5:rev:cwq me’j icipate: finalizing the Dragt Envirg tal-
sessmcutforsubmltlalcﬁiim the laseweek in: My divd wold: appreciate receiving Your
nmentsbyMay 17,2004: s-; o 5 SN
Should you have any questions, please fecl ﬁée to contact me.
Very truly yours,
STEVEN'S.
~KYL
losures
Nicholas & Dione Gadler
1621-7472.1
ALY «  KAPOLEL - Hito KonNA - Maut < GUAM . SAIPAN LOS ANGELES - WASHINGTON, D.C.

EXHIBIT 18



SUMMARY

Applicants/Owners:

Property Location:

Tax Map Key and
Parcel Size:

Approving Agency:

Consultant:

Propoéed Action:

21-7465-2928.1

Nicholas & Dione Gadler

Coastal property situated north of the Hawaiian Beaches
Subdivision at Keonepoko ki, District of Puna, Island, County and

State of Hawaii.

1-5-09:40
10.005 acres

Department of Land & Natural Resources

P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Steven S. C. Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP

121 Waianuenue Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Telephone: (808) 935-6644

Applicants seck approval to construct a one-story, single-family
residential dwelling and related accessory use improvements
(swimming pool, graveled driveway and turn-around, private
wastewater treatment and water catchment systems, and
landscapmg) within the 10.005-acre coastal property. The Property
is located within the State Land Usc Conservation Dlstnct,
Resource or (R) subzone along the coastal areas of the Propcrty
(makai of the Government Beach Trail). The Project Area is
located within the County Special Management Area ("SMA™)
(makai of the Hawaii Belt Road) and is zoned Agricultural 1-acre
(A-la). The Project Area is accessed via the Hawaii Belt Road.
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HARRISON J. KLEIN

SHARENE Z. KLEIN
. 15-2678 WELEA STREET
PAHOA, HAWAII 96778-8568

808-965-5010

_ April 18, 2004

Mr. Steven S.C. Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP

P.O. Box 686
Hilo, Hawaii 96721-0686

Re: Proposed construction of a single family residential dwelling by Nlcholas and Dione Gadler,
TMK: (3) 1-5-009-040

Dear Mr. Lim:
We received your request for comments on the above-referenced proposal. As owners and
residents on the adjacent property, any development on the Gadler property is of great interest

and potential concerm to us.
We have reviewed the materisl in your letter and we have discussed the project with Mr. and Ms.
Gadler and with Mr. Blanchette, the designer. The Gadlers and Mr. Blanchette impress us as
individuals who intend to build a home that will complement and enhance the beauty of its
surroundings and do nothing to adversely impact the environment. The preliminary drawings
wppear consisgent' with that intent in'the way: thepropctwill retam maiy of the existing. lrees and
nakdfcwchaanmthcsxtc tbpbgm'phy. o J{ PR e

o !
", .g‘r" :

’-.

.'._;, " 1\ ,,.’ i | =

L4

Ve bchevc thepmjectwillbcﬁnassettoPunaandtth:gIslandandwcarcmfullsupportoflt.
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CARLSMITH BALL LLF A TS
ey —---./..,‘45‘ 2 ‘ﬂ-
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP ' T VL LT
121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
. P.O,Box 686

HLo, HAwAll 96721-0686
TELEFHONE B08.935.6644 FAx B08.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM&CARLSMITH.COM

April 15, 2004

State Conservationist, USDA
Resources Conservation Service

P.O. Box 50004
Honolulu, HI 96850

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment -
Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements :
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
TMEK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)
‘We are in thelprocess of preparing a DlaﬁEnmomnmiAmsmtfoathqgmpoﬁec; ST
ction in accordance with thepequirements:of Chapter343- HRS; Ghapteg 20003ubelipptex 8,1 (- v
00-6(b)(1XC):~Enclosed are a-short narrative smnmaxygpxbpmcdsiwglanand e e

roposed Project whi 1 '
L £ Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality.

1e Department o 3 S t ! _
'ontrol for publication and public review. We apticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental .. .
ssessment for submittal during the Jast week in May, and would appreciate TeceiVIPRYOUE | 10 v
»mments by May 17, 2004. : R T
B Mt D bl matasby  SeroRtunups revn tsard g i '
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Very truly yours,
STEVEN'S.
JL:KYL
iclosures

- Nicholas & Dione Gadler
9-0621-7472.1

‘oLuLy Karotet - Hno Kona Maur - GuaM - SAIPAN LO5 ANGELES -  WASHINGTON,D.C.
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CARLSMITH BALL LL! o % .

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
" P.O.Box 686
Hiro, HAwAll 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAX 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIMoCARLSMITH.COM

April 15, 2004

Office of Environmental Quality Control

P.O. Box 3378
Honolulu, HI 96801-3378

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the

construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

We are int the process ofpzrcpanngaDraﬁEnvxmnmentalAmessmcntfortheproposed
action in atéorddnte witlf the Tequiremeénts of Chapter:343HRS; Chaptey 200, Sybchaptexr:S,: .-
Section 11-200:5{B)H(0): ‘Encloskd art & short narrative summfplwdxﬂaphﬁanda .
Project location Hiilih:-"We would appreciate your departmient’s reditwiand comments:onthe © - - -
proposed-Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessmeiit submitted. to
the Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality .
Control for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental

AssessmmtforsubmxttaldlmngthclastweckmMay,andWOuldappmatemcewmgyour .
R U U T S S ,.bx DL {E .=‘.‘L DL U T e T
LA | (kf"‘ ek s .

.ommenis bymy 1’7 2004: "
‘Should you have any qu&chons, please fecl free to contact me. : P ,

Very truly yours,
STEVEN LIM
ySL:KYL .
‘nclosures
-c: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
B19-0621-7472.1
KoNa - Maut 1 GuaM SAIPAN L05 ANGELES WastincTon, D.C.

ONOLULY Karoter - Hio '
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' GENEVIEVE SALMONSON
DIRECTOR

NDA LINGLE
RNOR OF HAWAN

STATE OF HAWAII
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET
SUITE 702
HONOLULU, HAWA! 96813

TELEPHONE (B0S) 506-4185
FACSIMILE (B0B) 566-4188
E-mall: peqc @ hontth.state.hl.us

April 19, 2004

Mr. Steven Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP
1212 Waianuenue Avenue

Hilo, Hawaii 96721-0686
Subject: Pre-Assessment for Conservation Use Permit for the Construction of a
Single Family Resident, Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Hawaii

Dear Mr. Lim,
We have received your letter dated April 15, 2004 for the proposed Gadler single family

residence CDUP. We have the following suggwﬁons:
1. Apphmntshould consxda'sustmnable.buﬂdmgdwgn (gmdchpwmaylp .
... found.on OEQC s website).. . - o b TR TP .--a.=' i l_.‘-_.
2. Inclndebuildmgdmgnandmtcplm ‘ --,,.-h.- co T
3. Consult with neighbers.’ -
4. List all permits required.
Wehavenoﬁuﬂ:aconnnmtstooﬂ‘eratth:shmc,waﬂlmﬁmhaoommmm
whcntbcdomnnmnsaresubmmed. B S PP
Should youhaveanyqucshon_s; please.call om*ibﬁ'iée:atdSﬁ:sﬂSSzuw Yl e ._,.--.-': m,_.,’.,_,..-',-.v_ |

Sincerely, |
(ferapens Sebrant

evieve Salmonson
Dairector
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CARLSMITH BALL LLY /’f’/ﬁ"-'/% /;4

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
Ho, Hawan 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAX 808.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SUM@CARLSMITH.COM
April 15, 2004

Planning Department
101 Aupumni Street, Suite 3
Hilo, HI 96720

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler .

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the

construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use

improvements

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (16.005 acres)

‘We are in the process of preparing a Draft Environmentai Assessment for the proposed
action in accordance with the requirerezits of Chiapter 343 HRS; Chapter 200, Subchapter 5, -~
Section 11-200-6(b)(1XC): Enclosed are a short narrative stimmzy, proposed sito-plai and
Project location map. We wonld appreciate your departtesit’s review and comments-on the .
proposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to

of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality

the Department X
Contro} for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draﬂ.anironmcntal
Assessment .for submittal during the last week in May, and would appreciate receiving your -
-omments by May 17, 2004. T 0 T RN B R O
. ShOllld you have any quw‘ionsi'l)lm feel free to contactmn.. -'-.'.h T it M 2T j_-_," o
Very truly yours, :
STEVEN S M -
sSL:KYL .
Inclosures _
.c: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
£19-0621-7472.1
SAIPAN LOs ANGELES . WASHINGTON, D.C.

Kona - Maut - GuaM

‘ONOLILU KAPOLED . HiLo
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ry
I Kim I
ar;z;or Christopher J, Yuen
Director
‘ Roy R. Takemoto
Depury Direcror
Qonnty of Hatwerii
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
101-Pauahi Street, Suite 3 « Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3043
(808) 961-8288 « Fax (B0OB) 961-8742
May 14, 2004

Steven S.C. Lim, Esq.
Carlsmith Ball LLP
P. O. Box 686

Hilo HI 96721-0686

Dear Mr. Lim:
Pre-Assessment Consultation on Draft Environmental Assessment

SUBJECT:
Applicants: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
Project: Construction of a Single-Family Dwelling & Related Improvcments

K 1-5-9:40, Keon ko Tki FHawaii

Tax
This is in response to your letter dated April 20, 2004 requesting: om'commentsfora
Draft Environmental Assessment on the proposed construction of a mnglo—famﬂy
residence and related improvements on the subject parcel. '

We confirm the following:
1. The subject 10.005 acre parcel is zoned Agricultural (A-1a) by the County and is
located in ant area designated Conservation by the State Land Use Commission.

2. Itis located within the County’s Special Management Area.

A Speclal Management Area Use Permit Assessment Application will be required for our
review prior to any construction activity or nnprovements on the subject parcel.

Hawai’7 Counly is an equal opportunity provu:ler and employer.



Steven S.C. Lim, Esq.
Carlsmith Ball LLP

Page 2
May 14, 2004

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Esther Imamura or Latrry Brown of this

office at 961-8288.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOP. J. YUEN
Planning Director

ETL:pak
PAWP WINGO\ETIEAraftPro-consulLimGadlcr CDUA15009040.doc
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SMITH BALL LL o YO Sk

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O.Box 686
HiLo, HAwAR 96721-0686
TELEPHONE B08.935.6644 Fax 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

April 15, 2004

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Pacific Ocean Division

Building 230

Fort Shafter, HI 96858-5440

Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments -

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
-onstruction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use

improvements
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

Re:
Draft Environmental Assessment

o orddnics withthe requifenients oF Chapteil3

mtion in > : A e . \ , tl:ﬁ.34'3 Mymmzowsubmm'ﬁ,r [P LA
3ection 11-200-6(B)}INC)- Enclosed:are:a short naative summary; proposed site:plan:and
‘We would appreciate your department’s review and comments op.the
ent submitted to

>roject location map:
t which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessm

;roposcd Projec . .
he Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality. . -
~ontrol for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Praft Envirommental.
. cntfoi"submltfal‘dﬂm ing:the lastweek in Mayyinid would:aphnec iateTeneiVINE YRHE,, .o it
omments by May 17,'2004. B STt AQOL KL e N e Eu
- Should you have any questions; please: feel free m-wﬂmctme. g i et '
‘ Very truly yours,
STEVEN S ™M
SL:KYL
nclosures

~: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
19-0621-7472.1

INOLULYU Karorer - Ho . KoNA Maut - GuUAM - SAIPAN LOS ANGELES WASHINGTON, D.C,
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A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE Avex;:ué
- P.O.BOX686
Hro, HAwan 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAXxB08.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM
DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM
April 15,2004
Pacific Islands Administrator

Fish & Wildlife Svc., Dept. Interior
300 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 3108

Honolule, HI 96813

Re:  Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Enwronmcnml Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
copstruction of a single-family residential dwelling and related acc&ssory use
improvements )

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-05:40 (10.005 acres)

We are in thé process of preparing a Draft Edvironmental Assemmt-fqnbepmposeg
action in aécordince with iherequiténitiits of Chaptef 343: ms;mhapmm&-mm«és 4 .
Section 11-200:6(B)1XC): Enclosed arduw shoitnarrative:summéary; proposed sipeplanand - -+ -

Project location map. ‘We would appreciate your department”: s review and comments onthe . .
sroposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessmmtsubmttedto .

he Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality. .

Sontrol for pubhcatlon and public review. ‘We anticipate finalizing the: Draft Enyironmental - e
\ssessment for-submiittal: MB’WIWMM’WMWWW&YR]W{
OmmmtstMay 17 2004 . . . 4 . o ‘ h"'ug VI \:"--U‘l‘fu ey <5 “f\_ll..;}-'

Shauld you have any questions;: please feelﬁ'ec’toeontactme P on s i ey Uire ot
Very truly yours;

STEVENS IM

SL:KYL

nclosures
¢: Nicholas & Dione Gadler

119-0621-7472.1

INOLULY . Karorer - Hio -+ KoONA - Maur GUAM - SatPAN - LOS ANGELES - WASHINCTON, D.C.
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP sy ¥

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
HiLo, HAWAnN 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAx 808,935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM
Aprl 15, 2004

Department of Land & Natural Resources

P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, HI 96809

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the

construction of a single-family resldcnt:al dwcllmg and rclated accessory use
‘improvements

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii : .
TMEK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

We are in the process of preparing a Draft Environmenial Assessment for the pmposed
wction in accordancewith the requirements of Chaptes. MS‘HRS; Ghapuzr 20(); Subchapter-5,
lection 11-200-6(B)(IC):! E‘héroseﬁ ma $BOtt’na;|‘iaﬁFv¢L; histmty: W@lt&pmmd" .-
'moject location map.. We ‘would apprematc your department’s review and comments on the .-
roposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to
1e Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Edivironmental Quality

‘ontrol for publication and public review. We annclpate ﬁnalizing the Draft Environmental
ssessment for submittal during the last weelc in May, and would apprcclatc reccwmg your

AV ffr, ‘\ L

)Hl}DCIIISbYMEYI'? 200‘4 -:” -:_-_‘\-‘ ::, l-.‘f "“1’51' f"'-- N . o
Should you havc any qucstmns, please feel frec'ts dontict i&d‘ PN -
! . R [ S WA . ey
Very truly yom's, .
o STEVEN
JL:KYL
iclosures
: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
9-0621-7472.1

KAFOLE! RILoO - KONa « Maut GuAM - SAIPAN LOS ANGELES WASHINGTON, D.C.

.
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PETER T. YOUNG

BOARD OF LAND AND HATURAL RESOURCES
meammmm

DAN DAVIDSON
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - LAND

ERNEST Y.W. LAY

May 12, 2004 -

CDUAGADLER.RCM

Steven Sy C. Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP

121 Wailanuenue Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96721-0686

Dear Mr. Lim:
Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of a

DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

STATE OF HAWAI O N AL) OF CRP e T ANz
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES T RVATION AND CONTTae CaLCEMENT
LAND DIVISION CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT
' HSTORC

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96809 KAHQOLAWE FAND
STATE PARIS

Subject:
Draft Environmental Assessment for Conservation District Use

Permit to Allow for the Construction of a Single Family’

Dwelling and Related Accessory Use Improvements, Keonepoko

Iki, District of Puna, Hawailil
Applicant: Nicolas and Dione Gadler
THK: 3ra/ 1—5—009- 040 o

Thank you for the opportunity to review and r-oment on the subject

matter.
A copy of _von:: lettex: dat:ed mpril 1,5, 200&5 1q:|.ng X0 tho m;b:iacu
matter was diptributesl, dlqggtgyp;lﬁgxpr tﬁ itgl..}guiqg..nepa:uppg ©oFf. I.a.nd
8' Di 'm . Ir.

and Natural Reqpp.rce
Division of Forestry and Hildl:l.:re

- Na Ala Hele Trails ‘
~ Division ‘of State Parka .
Office of Conservation and COastal Lands ’
. — Engineering. Division = S PURPP
Commisgion: on. Watex . Resource Hanagement C R
Hanai.t bistrict Land Off:lce : -

.
.i‘.

R ST LT I

. = Lapd-~} .
- m PJ‘ m.-! .-?‘ﬂrlrﬁpanﬂe 5&.3"} q "'{"'u ll.l Vnh s‘:ﬁét I"u‘" i "'l!‘::t'l' [-"

Enclosed please. £ind a copy of the Engineering Division and Office of

Conservation and Coastal Lands comment.

Based on the attached responses, the Department of Land and Natural
Résources has no other comment to offer on the subject matter at this time.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Nicholas A.

vaccaro of the Land Division Support Services Branch at 1-808-587-0384.
Very truly yours, .
DIERDRE 5. MAMIYA
Administrator

>: HDLO

-



PETER T. YOUNG
CHAIRPE.

- o,
: RSON
w.zss,. LINGLE" - REGEIVED COMMISSION OF WATER RESOURCE KAN G Epains
¢ AND DIVISION cerY beicron- o
ERNEST Y.W. LAU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR -~ WATER
200 HAY -1 A1 28 D | e _
STATE OF HAWAII : BUREAL} OF CONVEYA
OF LREPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES e FVATION AND CORSTAL LT
pEP RESOURCES. LAND DIVISION g
“A}lrJE[ELgF HAVIAL 0 PR STORIC PRESERVATION
POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96809 KAHOGUAWE SLAND D C Comaision
. STATE PARSCS
April 28, 2004
LD/NAV WILLKENROB
CDUPGADLER.CMT Suspense Date: 5/11/04
1/3
MEMORANDUM: -
TO:
XXX bivision of Forestry & Wlldllfe
XXX Na Ala Hele Trails
XXX Division of State Parks
XXX Engineering bivision
¥XX Commission on Water Resource Management
XXX Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands ‘ .
XXX Land-Hawail District Land Office
XXX Land Planning and Development. "
'ROM: ' Deirdre S.‘Mamiya. Adm;n#str@té; : ;
Land. Dq:gn;_ﬁiop. it e (___.,:;_“‘,‘,..,j' 5. :“l';.‘,‘_,,,: ozt N

p”, |u'.

' ' e
Conservatlon District Uae Permit Application

UBJECT:
Pre-Assessment Consultation
Nicolas and Dione Gadler

. Applicant:
Construct Single Family Residence

Request:
Consultant: Carl Smith Ball LLP
qrict pf.Puppf ﬁ,§1i,

Location: Keonepokg Tkt D:i.s =1
(3)‘![ l....Jj_.‘ 9». 0!40-1 fpgke owl ’b,gi o rjb;‘(” |l:,;., 5

TMES: - b”hwf
'.'t'\' l‘h..!;.“ PEAN ]
Please review the attached letter and site map dated Aprll 15,
on Division letterhead

04 and submit your comments (if any)
gned ‘and dated by the suspense date.
If this office does not receive your comments by the suspense

we will assume there are no comments.

If you have any queétions, please contact Nicholas A. Vaccaro

flls‘, v..,._

te,

ext.: 7-0384.
gx( Comments attached.

‘7' -~

ERICT. HIRAMNO, CHIEF ENGINEER

We have no comments.
r '
ision L7 M

é: S_/ged?-j Title:

Signed:




DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING DIVISION

LA/NAV

Ref.: CDUPGADLER

COMMENTS
is located in

()
x)

0
@

O

0

o

0

Should you have any questions, please call

at 587-0229.
Signed: c Z %’“
EF ENGINEER

We confirm that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM),

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is

Flood Zone ___.
ect site, according to the Flood
ood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Please take note that the proj

Jocated in minimal tsunami inundation area. The National Fl

does not have any regulations for development within this area.
ccording to the Flood

Please note that the correct Flood Zone Designation for the project sitc a

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) is __.

Please note that the project rmust comply with the rules and regulations of the National Flood

Insurance Program (NFIP) presented in Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (44CFR),

whenever development within a Special Flood Hazard Area is undertaken. If there are any
please contact the State NFIP Coordinator, Ms. Carol Tyau-Beam, of the Department of -

questions, f
Land and Natural Resources, Engincering Division at (808) 587-0267.

licable County NFIP Coordinators below:
0 M. Robert Sumimoto at (808) 523-4254 or Mr. Masis Sin Li at (808) 523-4247 of the
) CitynndCo‘mtyofHon_oh;ln,DepznmmtofthﬁngmdPamitﬁng.
O Mr. Kelly Gomes at (808) 961-8327 (Hilo) or Mr. Kiran Emlcr at (808) 327-3530 (Kona)
of Public Woeks. ™ . ) .

of_tthom\tyofHawaii,Dephm . )
O M. Francis Cexizo at (808) 270-7771 d&cmyofmwa:m
-Mir: Matio Antonio at (808) 241-6620 ﬁmemnfmwm

Works. -
mmﬁmtmwhchﬂcmjmmdmﬂnﬂ-hmmmmm
demands. Please note that the implnnmtaﬁmofanysmp.spmaredpmjmreqniﬁngm
suvbcﬁomﬁc_ﬂomMuBomd'ofWataSuwlywsmmﬁmtobmhmmﬁopmdﬂr
Mappbcaﬁtwmw&mcmmnqmmmqwmmw
itanbeindudedintthanaumjemeﬂp@Q ' - A

Additional Comments:

Other!

Mr. Andrew Monden of the Planning Branch

ERICT, HIRANO,

A\viwZoia

Date:




PETER T. YOUNG

BOARD OF LAND o
AND NATURAL RESOUR:
COMMISSION Ot WATER RESOURCE MG?MSEN

DAN DAVIDSON

LINDA LIRSLE -
DEPUTY DIRECTOR -LAND

GOVTRNOR OF HAWJ"" REO‘E}f“EB

L AND DIVISION
5= 1B HAY -1 A 1 01 | e e

- B STATE OF HAWAII P BUREAL OF CONVEYANCES

2l epr oF | AQEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES O NS ERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS

s/ WATURAL RESO UR%Eg:E OF CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT
S"FATE OF HAWAIL POST OFFICE BOX 621 FASTOROC FAESERVATION
: HONOLULU, HAWA!l 96809 KA ARG - s sion
ETATE PARICS
REF.:.OCCL:.TM . Comespondence HA 04-146
MEMORANDUM MAY - 7 2004
TO: i
FROM: - Samug ‘
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of a Draft Environmental -
Assessment for the Proposed Single Family Residence (SFR) Located at
Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Island of Hawaii, TMK: (3) 1-5-009:040

Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) has reviewed the pre-
assessment consultation for the preparation of a draft environmental assessment for the
proposed Single Family Residence (SFR) located at Keonepoko Iki, Puna, island of

Hawaii, TMK: (3) 1-5-009:040. L S L |

: ’ FIRE TR TR SRR Y Y N

The OCCL notes that the subject parcel is.located in the State Land Use Conservation

District, Resource Subzone. A SFR is an identified land use in the Resource subzone,

pursuéfipto Chapter’ 13-5, Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR), § 13-5-24, R-8, (D-1)" a

single-family residence that conforms to design standards as outlined in.this chapter.”

To allow a SFR within the Conservation District would be at the discretion of the Board

»f Land and Natural Resources. Therefors the proposed. action. requires- 2. Board.

>ermit. B - T EIEUE SRR

n addition, OCCL notes-the proposed SFR must comply with Chapter 13-5, HAR §-13~

341, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES; STANDARDS (a), "single family residential uses

ypproved by the Board shall comply with the design standards contained in Exhibit 4,
sntitled "Single Family Residential Standards, dated September 6, 1994." g

should you have any questions, please contact Tiger Mills of our Office of Conservation
nd Coastal Lands staff at 587-0382

The



1D LINGLE
,';‘E'.‘D IR OF HAWAR

LD/NAV

PETER T. YOUNG

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCE
COMMISSION mwnfenusmmucg:g

DAM DAVIDSON
DEPUTY IMRECTOR - LAND

- ERNEST Y.W. LAl
DEPUTY DIRECTOR +« WATER

STATE OF HAWAII ' )
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES NS RVATION AND CORSTAL
_ LAND DIVISION O TN A o
WEDLFE

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWANI 96809

April 28, 2004
WILLKENROB

Suspense Date: 5/11/04

CDUPGADLER.CMT
- oA A4

TO:

MEMORANDUM:

Division of Forestry & Wlldlife

XXX Na Ala Hele Trails
Division of State Parks

Engineering Division
Commission on Watexr Resource Management

XXX
X¥X office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
XXX lLand-Hawail District  Land Office

Land Plannlng and Development.

XXX
Deirdre S. Mamiya, Bdminibtraézgkﬁriy

o

Land Division

N,
COnservatxon District Uae Permit Application
Pre—Assessment Consultation

Applicant: Nicolas and Dione Gadler
Construct Single Family Residence

'Request-
Consultant: Carl Smith Ball LLP B . L
Hawaii ' . ;-_.".‘.1._: v

Locatién:' - Keonepoko “Iki; District of'Puna,
(3) 1~5-09: 040 :
s b“. oo

- TMK:

Please review the attached letiter and $ite map’ dated Aprll 157
on Division letterhead

304 and submit your comments

(if any)

.gned and dated by the suspense date.
If this office does not receive your comments by the suspense

te,

ext.:

) We have no comments.

vision

we will assume there are no comments.

If you have any questlons, please contact Nlch- as A. Vaccaro

7-0384.
(/{/’ MMeTt

gﬁZZLZL Signgd: . ~d
Adminis frea o

Title:

el



PETER T. YOUNG
CHAIRPERSON
POARD ©F LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ON WATER RESOURCE NANAGEMEN

ériggnﬂgﬁﬁu COMMISSION
. DAN DAVIDSON
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - LAND
ERNEST Y. W. LAU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER
Bﬂl‘mﬂ
STATE OF HAWAII o e
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES SERV. TION ANG COASTAL LINDS
LAND DIVISION NS RV ATION AN R
' ST OFFICE 80X 621 o PRESERVATION
PO
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96809 KAHOOLAWTE [SLAKD SLERVE cotpmmont
. STATE PARIGE
April 28, 2004
LD/NAV | WILLKENROB
CDUPGADLER . CMT Suspense Date: 5/11/04
MEMORANDUM:'
TO: ) )
XXX Division of Forestry & Wildlife = -~
XXX Na Ala Hele Trails : _cgigg = -~
XXX Division of State Parks Ewg x .'aéw
© ¥XX Engineering Division 3;: =< gg
XXX Commission on Water Resource Managemeﬁ@g{“. CL =rt
XxX Office of Conservation and Coastal La > <<
XXX Land-Hawaii District Land Office =] > 7z} aL
¥XX Land Planning and Development. =?§m' -2 S
. . - . L M R TV =
ROM: peirdre S. Mamiya, Admi’n:tstratidr' 3 i iy < 8
- Land Diyision : '
t Use Permit Application

- \"J ; '-— R
JBJECT: Conservation Distric
pre—Asséssment Consultation
Applicant: Nicolas and Dione Gadler
Construct Single Family Residence

Request:
consultant: Carl Smith Ball LLP .
Location: . Keonepoko Tki/ Distxict of Funa,
TMK 2 T (3) 1-5-09: 040"V (U
pPlease xreview. the attached letter and sité map dated Apxil 15,
our comments (if any) on pivision letterxhead

74 and submit vy
med and dated by the suspense date.
ffice does not receive your comments by the suspense
are no comments.

please contact Nicholas A. Vaccaro

PRI .. .
Hawail | |

a

".If this ©
we will agsume there

ey
If you have any guestions,
7t.: 7-0384. |
We have no comments. { ) Comments attachéd.
i.sioﬁ Signedgawlaj«( W. &MN/]
rit1e MICHAEL G. BUCK, ADMlhlsTnATlgg

APR 29 204 |
DIVISIO ‘

»
- =



. PETER T. YOUNG

GLE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
LINDA LIN I F?'C’.".'T-_ sy COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANVGEMEN
PR e DAN DAVIDSON
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - LAND

ERNEST Y.W. LAD
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

. RESOURCES ,
i\ STATE OF HAWAII : mumnmm" vanced
: UT\“’ RS o ﬂEPXBmENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES A SERVATION AND COASTAL G EMENT
( F 3 c‘,vr " .. LAND DIVISION MUAWN&MMNM
POST OFFICE BOX 621 NSTORIC PRESERUATION
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809 mm
. P
April 28, 2004
LD/NAV WILLKENROB
CDUPGADLER.CMT : Suspense Date: 5/11/04
MEMORANDUM:
}%ﬁr. XXX Division of Forestry & Wlldllfe
M/ . XXX Na Ala Hele Trails
XXX Division of State Parks

XXX Engineering Division
XXX Commission on Water Resource Management

Xx¥ office of Conservation and Coastal Lands '
XXX Land-Hawaiil District Land Office _..4

A}

XXX Land Planning and Development.

?a(.' Deirdre S. Mamiya. Admin:fstrat—;’_)’}

Land vamsion
K (
UBJECT: Ccmservation District Use Permit Applicatio
Pre—Assessment Consultaticn m’" '
Applicant: Nicolas and ‘Dione Gadler 5'55
Request: Construct Single Family Residencev“aa.
Consultant: Carl Smith Ball LLP i

Locat;.on}, Kepn,epok _.Ik:i,, D:r.s;t;rict' of ‘Buna, - Hawér:l. -
TMR:™ TSN T (3) T55-09: 04Q ;. ne 20 (v TEETMT

" Please review the attached letter and sitermap dated APfil "15 ¥
104 and submit your coémments (if any) on Division letterhead

.gned and dated by the suspense date.

T£f this office does not receive your comments by the suspense
we will assume there are no comments.

A

ﬁs
o

-%'Sts'-i d -ﬂ.s:;ff

t iy

:lﬁ
-i

te,
If you have any questions, please contact Nicholas A Vaccaro

ext.: 7-0384.

{We have no comments. { ) Comments attached.
rision_CWEMM Signed:. 'Dt—lﬂ V—td‘l\/w,
4!%[04 Title: ﬂm@-,

e
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP  _+~ .

5‘— R 3 e L
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP Gl _______/._5"4_5'7“ ey ﬁiy
121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
- P.O. Box 686

HILo, HAWAI 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAx808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. ‘ SLIM@CARLSMITELCOM
April 15, 2004

State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Land & Natural Resources
601 Kamokila Blvd., Room 555

Kapolei, HI 96707

Re:  Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment
Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of z single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements . :

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
. TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

We are inthe process of preparing a Draft Environmeéntal Assessment forthe, proposed.,. 1, ..
ction in accordance with the requirements.of Chapter'343.HRS; Chapter 200, Subehiapters, | 1.......,
iection 11-200-6(b)(1)(C): Enclosed are a short narmative summary; proposed site plan.and - - - ...
'roject location map. We would appreciate your department’s review and comments.on the
roposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to
1e Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality:
‘ontrol for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental - .. .
ent for submittal during the last week in May; and would appreciate receiving your.; e, o, .

ymments by May 17, 2004, L o X
- T Y [ TYLLY) NI T SNSRI R S FT RN
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Very truly yours,
S S.
SL:KYL
wclosures
- Nicholas & Dione Gadler
9-0621-7472.1

lotrty - KapOLEl - HItO » KONA - MAUI - GUAM - SAIPAN - LOS ANGELES -  WASHINGTON,D.C.
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP / N “L{“—_({ag-f_ %

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP AR e
121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
© P.O.BOX686
HILo, HAWAR 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAx 808.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM
April 15, 2004
Office of Planning
235 South Beretania Street, 6th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813
Re: " Pre-Assessment Consultation
Environmental Assessment

Request for Agency Comments - Draft

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements

Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-05:40 (10.005 acres)

We are in the process of preparing a Draft Environmeatal Assessment for the proposed
sction in accordat withsthe irementsof Chapter 343 HRS, Ciapht 200, Subchapter. 5, _
Section 1 laomﬁcﬁ)(!xc)zmnclqsea msm.wmmmwmpmmws Ry

location map. ‘We-would appreciate your dspmsmmmdmmwme PN
j i ] Assessment submitted to

mtofLand&NatmalRwomccsandtotchﬁcc i
ication i anﬁcipateﬁnalizingtthraﬁEnvh'onmanal-
May, and:would-appreciat? Teceiving your,

ent for submittal during the Jast week in
omments byxmjﬁilﬂ;flﬂﬁ‘l& R U AN TR O SR TE et b Ay e i T g g
.:Should you have any questions, pl .ase feel free to contact me.

RS T ST

" Very truly yours

PR R LT
Bas 8 Lyl AL
SARGILL N R R 0D AN

STEVEN S.
SL:KYL
nclosures
o: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
19-0621-7472.1
NoLuLY Kaporet - Huo KONA - Maut  + GUAM - SAIPAN Los ANGELES -+  WASHINGTON,D.C.
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP sy 1 o w cor
{;.{k....i?’s;y.f- Iar ﬁé s |

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAY PARTNERSHIP

121 WAJANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
HnLo, HAWAI 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FaAx 808.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM
DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIMGCARLSMITH.COM
April 15, 2004
Office of Hawaiian Affairs

711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1250
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation -
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements :
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

We are in the process of preparing a Draft Environmental Assessment for the proposed
\ction in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 343 HRS; Chapter-200, Subc¢hapter 5, - -
section 11-200-6(b)(L)XC). Exnclosed are a short narrative summary, proposed site plan and
roject location map.. We would appreciate your department’s review and comments-on the' - -
roposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to
he Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality
‘ontrol for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental
.ssessment for submittal during the last week in May, and would appreciate receiving your -

smments by May 17, 2004. o
Should you have any questions, please feel free to cont?gt me:

Very truly yours,
e STEVENS.
5L:KYL
1closures
.- Nicholas & Dione Gadler
9-0621-7472.1
Kona Maui  + GUAM - SAIPAN - LOS ANGELES WASHINGTON, D.C.

oLuty -« KAPOLEl . Hiro
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FAX (808) 594-1865

PHONE (808) 594-1888

STATE OF HAWAI'I
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
711 KAPI'OLAN) BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
HONOLULU, HAWAL'l 96813

HRD04-1371

April 21, 2004

Steven S.C. Lim
Carlsmith Bali LLP

121 Waianuenue Avenue
P.O. Box 686

Hilo, Hl 96721-0686

Subject: Pre-Assessment Consultation, Request for Agency Comments
— Draft Environmental Assessment, Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler,
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to Allow for the
Construction of a Single-family Residential Dwelling and Related
Accessory Use Improvements, Keonepoko Iki, District Puna, Hawaii,

Y T S

TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres) ;
T i e T Lo W

. L}
Dear Mr. Lim:
Thank for your letter dated April 15, 2004 regarding the pre-assessment
consultation and request for agency comments regarding the Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) for Nicolas & Dione Gadler’s Conservation
Use Permit Application to allow for the construction of a si lp-family
residential dwelling and related accessory use improvements atl?gone;g]m
lki, District Puna, Hawai, TMK: (3).1-5-09:4C (10,005 acres),  Yaur letter ..
requests that the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) review and commentonthe "
proposed project. .
tion Jetter includes a preliminary site plan of the proposed project

s (without specificaily identifying the square footage requirements
ed structures). The pre-assessment consultation letter notes that
Assessment (EA) will be prepared for the proposed

-.. The consulta
“improvement
of the propos
a Draft Environmental
project.

OHA looks forward to your Draft EA for the proposed project, which should
clarify the project scope and define the project footprint more clearly. In
-42 and 43 and their protections for prehistoric and

accordance with HRS 6E
burial sites, the Draft EA should include an archaeological inventory survey.



Additionally, pursuant to Chapter 343, Hawal'i Revised Statutes (HRS) and
HAR §11-200-10, Contents of an environmental assessment, “the proposing

agency or approving agency shall prepare any draft or final environmental
h proposed action and determine whether the anticipated

assessment of eac
effects constitute a significant effect in the context of chapter 343, HRS, and

the project developers should consult with individuals with
project area and Istand of Hawai'i in

§11-200-12",
. pxpertise on Hawaiian issues in the

general.
as required by Act 50, Session Laws of

A cuitural impact statement (CIS),

2000 (amending Section 343-2, HRS) should be prepared for the Draft EA. It
should identify and describe the cuitural resources located within the
potentially affected area; assess the impact on these practices; examine
alternatives to the proposed action; and propose mitigation measures. As
noted above, the CIS should also include consultations with Native Hawaiian
practitioners by the developers. : : - .

If you have questions or concems please contact Matthew Myers, Policy
Advocate at 534-1945 or matthewm @oha.org. .

Clyde W. Namu'o
Administrator

‘O wau iho ng,
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CARLSMITH BALLLLP %y soy . fad "

g el )

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
" P.O.BOX 686
HiLo, HAwAN 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAX 808.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM
DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIMoCARLSMITH.COM
Apnl 15, 2004
UHM Environmental Center
2500 Dole, Krauss Annex 19
Honolulu, HI 96822
Re: Pre—Assessment Consultation

Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment

Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the

construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use

improvements )

Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

Keoncpoko
TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)
Assessment for the proposed

Wcarcinthcproc&ofpreparingaDtaﬁEuvimmnmml _
action in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 343 HRS, Chapter 200, Subchapter 5,
Section 11-200-6(M®)AXC): Enclosed are a short narrative summary, proposed site plan and
Project location map. We would appreciate your department’s review and comments oni'the
sroposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to
he Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the i
ublication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental

~ontrol for p v a ) Virc
s ssessment for submittal during the last week in May, and would appreciate recaving your
.omments by May 17, 2004. : :
‘Shouid you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Very truly yours,
S S.
SL:KYL :
'nclosures
c- Nicholas & Dione Gadler
$19-0621-7472.1
Hro - Kona - Mau GUAM - SAIPAN LOS ANGELES WasHiNGTON, D.C.

NoLuLy KAPOLEL
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP & T i
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP e, ‘{_"‘/5 . V R et
121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
HILO, HAWAN 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAX B08.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM
DIRECT DIAL NO. SUM@CARLSMITH.COM
April 15, 2004
Department of Health
Env. Planning Office
P.O. Box 3378
Honolulu, HI 96801
Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment .
Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler _
Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use
improvements . :
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
- TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 acres)

We are in the procws of preparing a Draft Environmental Assessmcnt for the proposed
ction in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 343 HRS, Chapter 200, Subchapter 5, .-
ection 11-200-6(b}(1)(C)- Enclosed are a short narrative summary, proposed site plan and -
roject location map. We would appreciate your department’s review and comments on the
-oposed Project which will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment submitted to
e Department of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Quality
antrol for publication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental -
3sessment for submittal during the last week in May, and would appreciate receiving your
mments by May 17, 2004, _ ~ o

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact h_:e.

Very truly yours,
STEVEN S M
L:KYL
zlosures
Nicholas & Dione Gadler
-0621-7472.1
Los ANCELES - WaSHINGTON, D.C,

WULY KArorer - Hito -  KONA < Maul - GuAM - SAIPAN



R Hed e ki M 2 e S L R N A YT |

- .
NGLE '
s cu o o
STATE OF HAWALlI
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH In reply, plesse rafer to:
EPO-04-089

P.O. Box 2378
HONOLULU, HAWAN 56301-3378

April 23, 2004

Mr. Steven S.C. Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP

P.O. Bos 686
Hilo, Hawaii 96721-0686

Dear Mr. Lim:
SUBJECT: Construction of a single-famly residential dwelling and related
) Accessory use improvements, Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 1-5-009:40 (10.005 acres) _
comment on the subiect document. We have
If you have any questions about the standard

the enclosed standard comments to offer.
comments please contact Ryan Davenport at 586-4346. - . :

Sincerely,

JUNE F. HARRIGAN-LUM, MANAGER

Enclosures

c: CAB
- EPO
SHWB
NRAIQ
CwWB
WWB
HEER
SDWB

Thank you for allowing us to review and

S IR EPEL FURE



‘Standard Comments

Environmental Planning Office Dated 3/2/04

The Environmental Planning Office (EPO) is responsible for several surface water
an Water Act or dictated by

quality management programs mandated by the federal Cle »
State policy . (httb://www.statc.hi.us/doh/eh/epolwqm/xggm.htm). Among these

responsibilities, EPO:

- maintains the List of Impaired Waters in Hawair P;;épared under Clean Water Act
$303(d) (http://www.state.hi.us/doh/eh/epo/wgm/SOde_cﬁnal.Mf);
develops and establishes Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for listed waters

pollutant loads should be reduced in order to

(suggesting how much existing

attain water quality standards, please see
htgg:[[www.cga.gov/owow/rmdllintro.html);

writes TMDL Implementation Plans describing how suggested pollutant load
reductions can be achieved; and .

conducts assessments of stream habitat quality and bioiogical integrity.

To facilitate TMDL, development and planning, and to-assist onf assesSmérit of the: ¢ BRI
potential impact of proposed actions upon water quality, pollutant loading, and biological "™ *~
resources in receiving waters, we suggest that environmental review documents, permit -
applications, and related submittals include the following standard information and

analyses: ‘ :

Waterbody type and class | e

1:*  Identify the waterbody type and class, as defined in Fawiii Adiiibtiatve Rujes’ 1 v

' Chapterd L-5¢-(http://www.state hi:us/doh/rules/! 1 :54. stF), of all pitentilly ™ i 3 1o
* affected water bodies”. o

e i

NETE

Eﬁsﬁng water quality management actions

2. Identify any existing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permits and related connection permits (issued by permittees) that will govern the
management of water that runs off or is discharged from the proposed project site
or facility. Please include NPDES and other permit numbers; names of
permittees, permitted facilities, and receiving waters (including waterbody type
and class as in 1. above); diagrams showing drainage/discharge pathways and
outfall locations; and note any permit conditions that may specifically apply to the

proposed project.



3. Identify any planning documents, groups, and projects that include specific
prescriptions for water quality management at the proposed project site and in the
potentially affected waterbodies. Please note those prescriptions that may

specifically apply to the proposed project.

Pending water quality management actions

4, Identify all potentially affected water bodies that appear on the current List of
Impaired Waters in Hawaii Prepared under Clean Water Act §303(d) including
the listed waterbody, geographic scope of listing, and pollutant(s) (See Table 7 at
http://www state. hi.us/doh/eh/epo/wqm/303dpcfinal.pdf).

5. If the proposed project involves potentially affected water bodies that appear on
the current List of Impaired Waters in Hawaii Prépared urider Clean Water Act

§303(d), identify and quantify expected changes in the following site and

watershed conditions and characteristics: C

surface permeability

hydrologic response of surface (timing, magnitude, and pathways)

receiving water hydrology .

runoff and discharge constituents

pollutant concentrations and loads in receiving waters

aquatic habitat quality and the integrity of aquatic biota

Where TMDLs are already established they include pollutant load allocations for the
these cases, we suggest that the

surrounding lands and point source discharges. In .
submittal specify how the proposed project would contribute to achieving the applicable
lomi IEdUQﬁQII?-\ P - _'i.:, . .'-._‘_.,.‘:': :
‘Where TMDLs are yet to be established and implemented, a first step
TMDL objectives is to prevent any project-related increases in pollutant loads. Thisis
generally accomplished through the proper application of suitable best management

n all phases of the project and adherence to any applicable ordinances;
submittal specify -

KT R o £ 1
4,

n acliicving

practices i
standards, and permit conditions. In these cases we suggest that the

how the proposed projest Wauld ConRribute tou 5 v 82! Liw e YAba ull e
reducing the polluted discharge: and runoff entexing the recéiving watersy including plang= -

for .
additional pollutant load reduction practices in future management of the surrounding

_lands and drainage/discharge systems.
Proposed Action and Alternatives Considered

We suggest that each submittal identify and analyze potential project impacts at a
watershed scale by considering consider the potential contribution of the proposed project

to cumulative, multi-project watershed effects on hydrology, water quality, and aquatic
and riparian ecosystems.

We also suggest that each submittal broadly evaluate project alternatives by identifying
more than one engineering solution for proposed projects. In particular, we suggest the

TV PR SRaEL REC TV ST SR TR Al B
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consideration of “alternative," "soft," and "green " engineering solutions for channel
modifications that would provide a more environmentally friendly and aesthetically
pleasing channel environment and minimize the destruction of natural landscapes.

If you have any questions about these comments or EPO programs, please contact Ryan

Davenport at 586-4346.

""Potentially affected waterbodies” means those in which proposed project activity would
e water discharged by the proposed project activity or

take place and any that could receiv
water flowing down from the proposed project site. These waterbodies can be presented
as a chain of receiving waters whose top link is at the project site upslope and whose
bottom link is in the Pacific Ocean, and can be named according to conventions
established by Chapter 11-54 and the List of Impaired Waters in Hawaii Prepared under
Clean Water Act §303(d). For example, a recent project propcsed for Nuhelewai Stream,
Oahu might potentially affect Nuhelewaj Stream, Kapalama Canal, and Honolulu Harbor
and Shore Areas. ' ' :

[OTHER EXAMPLES OR DIAGRAM??)

Solid and Hazardous Waste Branch Dated 3/2/04 i

1) '

The OSWM recommends the development of a solid waste management plan that

encompasses all project phases including demolition, consiruction, and

occupation/operation of the completed project. .

Specific examples of elements that the. plan should address include: : ..

- The recygling of green-waste durinig clear and. grub activitiesy w11 -
and demolition. wastes, if appropriate;:- - . 1.

. Recycling construction

. The use of locally produced compost in landscaping;

. The use of recycled content building materials;

. The provision of recycling facilities in the design of the project.

, . B T s e i tal BRI T S U =)
2) ) 5 | B v, e,
The developer shall ensure that all solid waste generated durinig project constriction is
solid waste disposal or recyclingfacility. -+ ¢ « .+

directed to a Department of Health permitted

et i T

-3)
The developer should consider providing space in the development for recycling
recycling bins for paper, glass, and food/wet waste

activities. The provision of space for
would help to encourage the recycling of solid waste(s) generated by building occupants.

-.----.----_-.--..--_-—_--——

4) .
The discussion of solid waste issues contained in the document is restricted to activities
within the completed project. The OSWM recommends the development of a solid waste

management plan that encompasses all project phases, from construction (and or -
demolition) to occupation of the project.



green-waste during clear and

les of plan elements include: the recycling of
es; the use

Specific examp

b activities; maximizing the recycling of construction and demolition wast
of locally produced compost in the landscaping of the project; and the provision of
recycling facilities in the design of the project. -

- wm o Em o e M W o W o o M e A o e S

5) ~ ‘ .
Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 103D-407 stipulates that all highway and road
construction and improvement projects funded by the State or a county or roadways that

blic roads shall utilize a minimum of ten

are to be accepted by the State or a county as pu
per cent crushed glass aggregate as specified by the department of transportation in all
or untreated) and sub-base when the glass is available to the quarry

base-course (tl_-catcd
ice no greater than that of the equivalent aggregate.

or contractor at a pn
If you have any questions, please contact the Solid and Hazardqius Waste Branch at (808)

586-4240.

Noise, Radiation & Indoor Air Quuality Branch Dated 3/2/04

“Project activitics shall comply with the Administrative Rules of the Department of Health:

Air Conditioning and Ventilating.

Chapter 11-39
Chapter 11-45 Radiation Control.
ter 11-46 Community Noise Control.

Chap

Chapter 11-501 Asbestbsn.oqmmm, _ oo |
11.502°  Asbesws-Containing Mateérials in Schools. ™

Fees for Asbestos Remioval and Certificati ion

11-503.
Chapter 11-504 Asbestos Abatement Certification Program -
Should there be any questions, please contact Russell S. Takata, Environmental
Health Program Manager, Noise, Radiation and Indoor Air ity Branch, at -
586"4701'” S ) . R y R TR ‘.1 O ...‘.)‘.;
. f:_{ ) -',':'-'-",?.-.-'l": _.'T SR 5 '."'.'-'i ‘\.-'1 oy ey ALV KB I E .-. B r - L l)“' .
Cleia'nWaterB' ch* Dlited 3/2/04 " P A S N L AR x:-f’-" R

1. The Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted -at (808) 438-9258 to identify

whether a Federal license or permit (including a Department of Army permit) is
uired for this project. Pursuant to Section 401(a)(1) of the Federal Water

Pollution Act (commonly known as the “Clean Water Act™), a Section 401 Water

. Quality Certification is required for “{alny applicant for Federal license or permit to

conduct any activity including, but not limited to, the construction or operation of

facilities, which may result in any discharge into the navigable waters....”

A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permit

2.
coverage is required for the following activities:



Eona

a.  Storm water associated with industrial activities, as defined in Title 40, Code
of Federal Regulations, Sections_122.26(b)(14)(i) through 122.26(b)(14)(ix)

and 122.26(b)(14)(xi).

b.  Construction activities, including clearing, grading, and excavation, that result
in the disturbance of equal to or greater than one (1) acre of total land area.
The total land area includes a contignous area where multiple separate and
distinct construction activities may be taking place at different times on
different schedules under a larger common plan of development or sale. An
NPDES permiit is required before the commencement of the construction

activities.
Discharges of treated effluent from leaking underground storage tank remedial
activities.

d. Discharges of once through cooling water less than one (1) million gallons per

day.
Discharges of hydrotesting water.

e.
f. Discharges of construction dewatering effluent.

g. Discharges of treated effluent from petroleum bulk statioﬁs and terminals.
h. Discharges of treated effluent from well drilling activities.

 Discharges of treated effluent from recycled waier distribution_systems.
j.  Dischargesof storm water from a:small musicipal separate storm sewer
systemy.. . .actono B A RTINS T S PR B L .“..i' Ciyen e

Discharges of circulation water from decorative ponds or tanks:

nires that a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered by 2a NPDES general

the above activities be submitted at least 30 days before the
e NOL forms may be gicked up at .

. k.

The CWB req
permit for any of
_ commencement of the respective activities. Th
our office or-dowiilosided from- dur website at ™
http://wvw.state. hi.us/health/eh/cwb/forms/peni
* The applicant may be required to apply for an individual NPDES petimit if there is
any type of activity in which wastewater is discharged from the project into State
waters and/or coverage of the discharge(s) under the NPDES general permit(s) is
not permissible (i.e. NPDES general permits do not cover discharges into Class 1
or-Class AA receiving waters). An application for the NPDES permit istobe

submitted at least 180 days before the commencemént of the respective activitiés.
forms may also be picked up at our office or downloaded

The NPDES application
/Iwww state.hi.us/health/eh/cwb/forms/in div-index.html.

from our website at http:

G TR
YRS D -.‘i,'_x."-" Lo

-indgx'.html.

Hawaii Administrative Rules, Section 11-55-38, also requires the owner to either
submit a copy of the new NOI or NPDES permit application to the State
Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Division
(SHPD), or demonstrate to the satisfaction of the DOH that the project, activity, or
site covered by the NOI or application has been or is being reviewed by SHPD.



N

Please submit a copy of the request for review by SHPD or SHPD's determination
letter for the project.

If you have any questions, please contact the CWB at 586-4309.

Waste Water Branch Dated 3/2/04

must conform to applicable provisions of the Department of

All wastewater plans
Health’s Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-62, “Wastewater Systems”. We do reserve
the right to review the detailed wastewater plans for conformance to applicable rules.

Should you have any questions, please contact the Planning & Design Section of the

Wastewater Branch at 586-4294.
Clean Air Branch Dated 3/2/04

Construction/Demolition Involving Asbestos:

Since the proposed project would cntail renovation/demolition activities which may
hould contact the Asbestos Abatement Office in the

involve asbestos, the applicant s
Noise, Radiation and Indoor Air Quality Branch at 586-5800.

Control of Fugitive Dust:
:tive dust cmissions exists during ail phases of construction.

A significant potential for fugi

and thoroughfares, ﬂmby.exaectbaﬂng-pbm?l_:iﬁa'l chisgiinain
management plan be developed which
al to genérate’ fupitive dist.
of development and

Proposed rug
businesses, publi
problems. It is recommended that a dust control
identifies and addresses all activities that have a potenti
TImplementation of adequate dust control measures during all phases
construction activities is warranted. .
Construction activities itust comply with the proyisions.of Hawaii. Administrafive Ruleg;ic: -
§11-60.1-33 on Pugitive DUt - . pynicivan a7 R Tt AL RIS AR
The contractor should provide adequate measures to control dust from:the'road areas and
during the various phases of construction. These measures include, but are not limited to,
the following: : .

Plan the different phases of construction, focusing on minimizing the amount of
dust-generating materials and activities, centralizing on-site vehicular traffic
routes, and locating potential dust-generating equipment in areas of the least

2)

impact;
b) Provide
activities;
Landscape and provide rapid covering of bare areas, including slopes, starting
from the initial grading phase; :
Minimize dust from shoulders and access roads;

an adequate water source at the site prior to start-up of construction

d)
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Provide adequate dust control measures during weekends, after hours, and prior to

o
daily start-up of construction activities; and
f) Control dust from debris being hauled away from the project site.

Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office(HEER) Dated 3/2/04

1. A phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) should be conducted for
If the investigation shows that a release of

developments or redevelopments.
petroleum, hazardous substance, pollutants or contaminants occurred at the site,
the site should be properly characterized through an approved Hawaii State

~ Department of Health (DOH)/Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office

. (HEER) soil and or groundwater sampling plan. If the site is found to be

contaminated, then all removal and remedial actions to clean up hazardous
substance or oil releases by past and present owners/tenants must comply with
chapter 128D, Environmental Response Law, HRS, and Title 11, Chapter 451,

HAR, State Contingency Plan.

All lands formerly in the production of sugarcan
arsenic contamination, If arsenic is detected above the US EPA Region

(preliminary remediation goal (PRG) for non-cancer effects, then a removal and
orremedial plan must be submitted to the Hazard Evaluation and Emergency
Respanse (HEER) Office.of the. State Departient of Health for appyoval.“The
plan miust comply with:€hapter 128D, Environmental ResponseEaw, HRS; and' =
Title 11, Chapter 451, HAR, State Contingency Plan. * R ks
3. If the land has a history of previous releases of petroleuin, hazardous substances,

pollutants, or contaminants, we recommend that the applicant request a “no

further action” (NFA) letter from the Hawaii State Department of Health (DOHY

Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER) Qffice prior tothe approval .

of the land.yse change or permit appraval.: . WY R ‘.-_‘.":"{I g, bvep

W SR LR
Safe Drinking Water Branch Dated 3/11/04
The Safe Drinking Water Branch administers programs in the areas of: 1) i:ublic water
systems; 2)-underground injection control; and 3) groundwater protection. Our general

" comments on projects are as follows. _

e should be characterized for

N
e oe T T L T ey Sl .

Public Water Systems

Federal and state regulations define a public water system

25 or more individuals at least 60 days per year or has at least 15 service

blic water system owners and operators are required to
ter 20, titled Rules

as a system that serves

connections. All pu
comply with Hawaii Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chap

Relating to Potable Water Systems.




All new public water systems are required to demonstrate and meet minimum
capacity requirements prior to their establishment. This requirement involves
demonstration that the system will have satisfactory technical, managerial and
financial capacity to enable the system to comply with safe drinking water

standards and requirements.

Projects that propose development of new sources of potable water serving or
proposed to serve a public water system must comply with the terms of Section-
11-20-29 of Chapter 20. This section requires that all new public water system
sources be approved by the Director of Health prior to its use. Such approval is
based primarily upon the submission of a satisfactory engineering report which

addresses the requirements: set in Section 11-20-29.

The engineering report must identify all potential sources of contamination and
evaluate alternative control measures which could be implemented to reduce or
eliminate the potential for contamination, including treatment of the water source. *
In addition, water quality analyses for all regulated contaminants, performed by a
laboratory certified by the State Laboratories Division of the state of Hawaii, must
be submitted as part of the report to demonstrate compliance with all drinking
water standards. Additional parameters may be required by the Director for this
submittal or additional tests required upon his or her review of the information

‘submitted. .

All sources of public water system sources must undergo a source water

assessment which will delineate a source water ion area. This process is

preliminary-to the creation of a-source water protection plah fortharsoutbdaha

activitieg-which will take; place toprotett: somt::ordhnhngwmer el L
. . .- ¥ sl by e ety B EDT O TRt

€ e
Projects proposing to develop new public water systems or proposing substantial
modifications to existing public water systems must receive approval by the”
Director of Health prior to construction of the proposed system or modification.
These projects include treatment, storage and distribution systems of public water
systems. The approval authority for projects.owned and operated by a: County
Board or Department of Water or Water Supply has béén delégated to thiem: Hem:™*

All public water systems must be operated by céitified distribution sysiemiand®: - '
water treatment plant operators as defined by Hawaii Administrative Rules, Title

11, Chapter 11-25 titled; Rules Pertaining to Certification of Public Water System
Operators. ' , .
All projects which propose the use of dual water systems or the use of a non-
potable water system in proximity to an existing potable water system to meet
irrigation or other needs must be carefully design and operate these systems to
prevent the cross-connection of these systems and prevent the possibility of
backflow of water from the non-potable system to the potable system. The two
systems must be clearly labeled and physically separated by air gaps or reduced
pressure principle backflow prevention devices to avoid contaminating the

potable water supply. In addition backflow devices must be tested periodically to
assure their proper operation. Further, all non-potable spigots and irrigated areas



—

should be clearly labeled with wamning signs to prevent the inadvertent
consumption on non-potable water. Compliance with Hawaii Administrative

Rules, Title 11, Chapter 11-21 titled; Cross-Connection and Backflow Control is

also required.

All projects which propose the establishment of a potentially contaminating
activity (as identified in the Hawai'i Source Water Assessment Plan) within the
source water protection area of an existing source of water for a public water
supply should address this potential and activities that will be implemented to
prevent or reduce the potential for contamination of the drinking water source.

For further information concerning the application of capacity, new.source
approval, operator certification, source water assessment, backflow/cross-
vention or other publi¢c water system programs, please contact the

connection pre
Safe Drinking Water Branch at 586-4258.

Undergrounﬂ Injection Control (UIC)

Injection wells used for the subsurface disposal of wastewater, sewage effluent, or -
surface runoff are subject to environmental regulation and permitting under
Hawai'i Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 11-23, titled Underground

Injection Control (UIC). The Department of Health’s approval must be first
obtained before any injection well construction commences. A UIC permit must

be issued before any injection well operation occurs.
use an injection well is granted when a UJG pemuit g issped o

the injéction well facility. The VIC permit contains discharge,and qperatiom, « = . .
limitations, monitoring and reporting requirements, and othex facility management .
conditions. A complete UIC permit application form is needed to

° Authorization to

and operatianal
apply for a UIC permit. -
alid duration of up to five years. Permit renewal is

A UIC permit can have a v
needed to keep an expiring permit valid for another term. o _ :

. For further information about the UIC permit and the Underground Injestion Control .~
Program, please conitact the UIC staff of the Safe Drinking Wates Hranch at 386:4298;. ¢, ...0v

Groundwater Pi‘otecﬁon Program
_Projects that propose to develop a golf course are asked to use the Guidelines Applicable
i5.Golf Courses in Hawai'i (Version 6) in order to address certain groundwater protection
concerns, as well as other environmental concerns '
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(ARLSMITH BALL LLF

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
© P.O.BOX686
HiLo, HAWAII 96721-0686
TELEFHONE 808.935.6644 FAX 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

April 15, 2004

UHM Water Res. Research Cenier
2540 Dole Street, Room 283
Honolulu, HI 56822
Re: Pre-Assessment Consultation
Request for Agency Comments - Draft Environmental Assessment
Applicants: Nicolas & Dione Gadler

\‘:.fr-.\"":

Proposed Action: Conservation Use Permit Application to allow for the
construction of a single-family residential dwelling and related accessory use

improvements
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Hawaii
TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40 (10.005 ) acres)

acﬁoninaccordan(ﬁcwiththcmqlﬁr#_mex‘n's of Chapter 343 HRS, al-'--l----x-.qu"sﬂ_ ]

Projectlocaﬁoh-niajj;;“we;wou]dw it departon

‘he Departmen
~ontrol for pub.

t of Land & Natural Resources and to the Office of Environmental Qual.lty
lication and public review. We anticipate finalizing the Draft Environmental

assessment for submittal during the last week in May, and would appreclate receiving your

:omments byMaY17’20q4 Wiat Lo e e S T gy F e
Should yd hiave any questiors, please feel free'to contact e T B

Very truly yours,

STE S.C
SL:KYL
‘nclosures
¢: Nicholas & Dione Gadler
119-0621-7472.1

WASHINGTON, D.C.

INOLULU +  KapOLEI Hiro - KONA -+ Maur  + GUAM - SAIPAN - LOS ANGELES



LECEIVED AS FOLLOWS

' - . - . :

View of Property from the Old Government Road in the Kapoho direction.

Vi
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i

Property entrance from the Old Government Road.
EXIIBIT 13



DRECEIVED AS FOLLOWS

View of Property looking from the entrance 1o the middle of the Property.

View of Property from the northeast (Kapaho) ocean houndary comer into the Property.

View of the proposed single family dwelling sile.



DRECFIVED AS FOLLOWS
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Ocean view of Property [rom the northeast (Kapoho) boundary comer pin in the northwest direction
{Hilo direction).

e o

View into the Property from the northeast corner pin.




RECEIVED AS FOLLOWS

-._-.-u‘.._,_‘_‘_hv

LR N T A AR ‘
View of {irst adjacent single-family dwelling (Hilo side) from the ocean.

View of the second adjacent single-family dwelling (Hilo side) from the Old Government Road,



RECEIVED AS FOLLOWS

m et .., ‘
View of the Property in the Hilo direction from the adjacent Klein propeny.

ket g . o L

View in the Hilo direction from the adjacent Klein property.

Ocean view from the Property into the Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision and Klein residence (Kapoho direction).



RECEIVED AS FOLL OWS

Hilo entrance existing dirt road



RECEIVED AS FOLLOWS




BECREVEIR ASTCETIOWS

auhala grove to be retained and located next to the
proposed drivewiay to the single-family residence

=




LACEEVED ASTOCLHEOWS
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Christopher J. Yuen

Harry Kim
Mayor Plndar
Roy R. Takemoto
Depury Director

@ounty of Hafoaii

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 + Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3043
(808) 961-8288 * Fax (808) 961-8742

March 11, 2005

Mr. Steven S.C. Lim, Esq.
Carlsmith Ball LLP

P. O. Box 686
Hilo HI 96721-0686

Dear Mr. Lim:
Subject: Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

Special Management Area Use Permit Assessment Application (SMAA 05-18)
nest: Single-Family Dwelling and Related Improvements

Reqg
TMK: 1-5-9:40, Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Hawaii

This is in response to your Special Management Arca Use Pexmit Assessment Application
received on February 14, 2005 for the construction of a single family dwelling and related
improvements on the subject parcel. Also acknowledged are additional submittals on
February 17 and March 8, 2005 and a site inspection by staff on March 2, 2005.

According to the site plan, the swimming pool deck is locates  approximately 159 feet
s e e S e
hapter 205A-22, Hawaii Revised Statutes and Planuing: Commission Rulo 9:4(10) B G) -
“development” does notinclude -

relating to Speoial Management Afea states that

“Construction of a single-family residence that is not part of a larger development: "
Therefore, we have determined that the proposed construction of single-family dwelling
and related improvements is exempt from the definition of development. Further, the

proposed activity will not have a substantial adverse effect on the environment.

Hawai i County is an equal opportunity provider and employer. -’

EXHIBIT 14



Mr. Steven S.C. Lim, Esq.
Carlsmith Ball LLP

Page 2
March 11, 2005

Please note that this exemption is based on the location of all proposed improvements as
depicted on the Site Plan dated June 22, 2004. Finally, while further review of the
construction of the proposed improvements against the Special Management Area rules
and regulations will not be required, all other applicable Zoning and Building Code

requirements must be satisfied.
o have guestions, please feel free to contact Esther Imamura or Larry Brown of this

If y
office at 961-8288.. .

Sincerely,

Planning Director

ETI: cd
PAWPWINGO\CZM\SMAA\005\'SMAADS-18LimGadler.doc
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LINDA LINGLE

GENEVIEVE SALMONSON
GOVERNOR OF HAWAN DIRECTOR
iR
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL . . -
235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET 05 Ab-5 1808
SUITE T2
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
TELEPHONE {506) 506-4185 e
FACSIMILE (80B) 586-4188 i
E-mail: coqc@health.state.hi.us & NAY s 5
' STTE - )
August 3, 2005
= % "-":?‘
Mr. Peter Young, Chair nFe T ES
Department of Land and Natural Resources 557 & gel
P.O. Box 621 TES 5o
Honolulu, Hawai*i 96809 - oEs @ B2
=52 U ~o0
i =SE =22
Dear Mr. Young: ZBae w =X
2 W 53
« 2

o
Subject: Draft Environmenta! Assessment for the Gadler Family Single Family Residence, Puna

Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject document. We have the following
comments.

1. Please consult with all immediate ne?ghbom.

2. Please describe in as much details the proposed wastewater system.

3. Please describe whether there are any anchialine pools in the vicinity of the project.
Should you have any questions, please call Jeyan Thirugnanam at 586-4185.

Sincerely,

cgmww Silrra~r
evieve Salmonson
Director

c: Steve Lim

EXHIBIT 17
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
HiLo, HAwAll 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAx 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO, SLIMeCARLSMITH.COM

August 12, 2005

Genevieve Salmonson

Director
Office of Environmental Quality Control

235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re:  Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

CDUA HA-3233
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Ms. Salmonson:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Usz Pexmit for a single-family
residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comments.

Consultation with immediate neighbors: The Applicant has made contact with adjacent

(Xapoho side) property owners Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Klein, who reside on their
property at TMK: (3) 1-5-09:39. Mr. and Mrs. Klein have written a letter of support for
the proposed project (see, Exhibit 16 to the DEA). Other adjancent properties are vacant

and no full-time residents reside on the adjacent property (Hilo side).

‘Wastewater system: Wastewater for the project will be handled via a septic tank and
perk field system meeting with all applicable governmental regulations.

Anchialine pools: There are no anchialine pools in the vicinity of the project.

GUAM . SAIPAN . LOS ANGELES

HoNOLULY KAPOLE! . HiLo . KONA . Mauw
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CORRECTION

' THE PRECEDING DOCUMENT(S) HAS )
BEEN REPHOTOGRAPHED TO ASSURE
LEGIBILITY
SEE FRAME(S)
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
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LINDA LINGLE GENEVIEVE SALMONSON
QOVERNOR OF HAWAY DIRECTOR
= SRR
STATE OF HAWAII
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL . "
235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET B M6-5 L1808
SUITE 702
HONOLULU, HAWAII 6813
TELEPHONE {808) 588-4185 .
FACSIMILE (B08) 566-4185 L.i -
E-mail; ooqc @hoalth.state.hi.us & N‘{\‘!;- Cn .5
ST, - i
August 3, 2005
= .5
Mr. Peter Young, Chair e T ED
Department of Land and Natural Resources PS8 E g{:}'ﬁ
P.O. Box 621 QF':-z ' Y n‘g
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96809 - Rt @ ggz
n.
22z U ¢=0
Dear Mr. Young: 230w ==
) - 9o
=

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for the Gadler Family Single Family Residence, Puna

Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject document. We have the following
comments.

1. Please consult with all immediate ﬁe?ghbors.

2. Please describe in as much details the proposed wastewater system.

3. Please describe whether there are any anchialine pools in the vicinity of the project.
Should you have any questions, please call Jeyan Thirugnanam at 586-4185.

Sincerely, .

Cgﬂaww WAL
evieve Salmonson
Director

c: Steve Lim

EXHIBIT 17



CARLSMITH BALLLLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 636
HiLo, HAWAI 956721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FaX 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

August 12, 2005

Genevieve Salmonson

Director
Office of Environmental Quality Control

235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

CDUA HA-3233
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Ms. Salmonson:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family
residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comments.

Consultation with immediate neighbors: The Applicant has made contact with adjacent

(Kapoho side) property owners Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Klein, who reside on their

property at TMK: (3) 1-5-09:39. Mr. and Mrs. Klein have written a letter of support for

the proposed project (see, Exhibit 16 to the DEA). Other adjancent properties are vacant

and no full-time residents reside on the adjacent property (Hilo side).

Wastewater system: Wastewater for the project will be handled via a septic tank and
perk field system meeting with all applicable governmental regulations.

Anchialine pools; There are no anchialine pools in the vicinity of the project.

HoNoLuLy . KAPGLE HiLo . KoNa . Maul . GuAM SAIPAN . LOs ANGELES

PP



August 12, 2005
Page 2

Your letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues.

Very truly yours,
STEVEN S.C.L
SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR
Gadler Family Trust

Office of Enviromental Quality Control
4832-5104-1024.1



CHIYOME L. FUKIND, M.D,

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII - RECEI}YS%EVATION . DIRECTOR OF HEALTH
FEICE OF CON
BRI WA
STATE OF HAWAH 55 JUL 26 A II: 32
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH '""""ei&’c‘%f'" o
P.0. BOX 3378 . ,
DEPT. UF LAKD &
HONOLULU, HAWAI! 96801-3378 N AT'l:JR AL fﬂ ESOURCES
STATE OF HAWAII 07061 CEC.05
July 22, 2005
To: Samuel J. Lemmo, Administrator

Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands

From: Denis R. Lau, P.E., Chie
. Clean Water Branch

Subject: Request for Comments
Draft Environmental Assessment/Conservation District Use Application

Proposed Single Family Residence, Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Island of Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources Board Permit, File No. HA-3233

TMK: (3) 1-5-009:040

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental Assessment/
Conservation District Use Application (DEA/CDUA) for the subject project. Your transmittal,
stamp dated June 17, 2005, was received on June 21, 2005: The Department of Health
(Department), Clean Water Branch (CWB), received two (2) sets of the subject DEA/CDUA
under one (1) transmittal, The CWB forwarded one (1) set of the DEA/CDUA to the
Department’s Wastewater Branch (WWRB), for their review and providing comments directly to

your office.

It is our understanding that Mr. Steven S.C. Lim of the Carlsmith Ball LLP is the “Agent” for the
Gadler Family Trust, the “Applicant” and the registered owner of TMK: (3) 1-5-009:040.

The following are our comments:

1. The Applicant and/or its Agent shall be informed of the National Poliutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permitting requirements.

Effective March 10, 2003, an NPDES permit is required for construction activities, including
clearing, grading, and excavation, that result in the disturbance of equal to or greater than
one (1) acre of total land area in the State of Hawaii. The total land area inciudes a
contiguous area where multiple separate and distinct construction activities may be taking
place at different times on different schedules under a larger common plan of development or
sale. An NPDES permit is required before the commencement of the construction

activities.



Samuel J. Lemmo
July 22, 2005
Page 2

The receiving State water, Pacific Ocean, is classified by the Department as “Class AA,
Marine Waters” for “Open Coastal Waters.” An application for an NPDES jindividual permit
is to be submitted at least 180 days before the commencement of the respective activities.
The NPDES application forms may also be picked up at our office or downloaded from our
website at http:fIWWW.hawaii.govlhealth/environmental/water/cIeanwater/formslindiv-index.htmI.

The Applicant and/or its Agent shall contact the CWB at (808) 586-4309 for details.

2. The Applicant and/or its Agent shall ensure that the operation and maintenance of the
proposed swimming pool will not result in any discharges into State waters.

Neither the drainage system nor the operation and maintenance procedures for the proposed
swimming pool was discussed in the DEA/CDUA. It is the applicant’s responsibility to
ensure that there will be no pollutant discharges into State water as the result of the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed swimming pool.

3. Any discharges related to project construction or operation activities, with or without an
NPDES permit coverage, shall comply with the applicable State Water Quality Standards
(WQS) as specified in Hawaii Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-54:

a. There are no site-specific Best Management Practices (BMPs) measures proposed to
properly isolate and confine the construction activity(ies) aad to contain and prevent any
potential pollutant(s) discharges from adversely impacting the State waters. '

The BMPs Plan, at a minimum, shall include site characterization; construction sequence;
construction method; characteristics of the discharge and potential pollutants associated
with the proposed construction activity; and proposed control measures and/or treatment.

b. There is no Applicable Monitoring and Assessment Plan (Plan) proposed. The Plan, ata
minimum, shall include description of the methods and means being used or proposed to
monitor the quality and characteristics of the discharge; the operation of equipment or
facilities employed in the control of the proposed discharges; a map showing the '
location(s) of the monitoring point(s); reporting requirements; and assessment of
monitoring results to demonstrate how the project construction activity would be in

compliance with the applicable State WQS.

4. The Applicant and its Agent shall be informed that Hawaii Revised Statutes,
Subsection 342D-50(a), requires that “[njo person, including any public body, shall discharge
any water pollutants into state waters, or cause or allow any water pollutant to enter state
waters except in compliance with this chapter, rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, or a
permit or variance issued by the director.”



Samuel J. Lemmo
July 22, 2005
Page 3

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Edwar:
extension 6-4309.

EC:np

c: Regulatory Branch, HED, COE
CZM Program, Office of Planning, DBEDT
WWB, DOH
Chief, DEPH, Hawaii
Gadler Family Trust
Mr. Steven S.C. Lim

d Chen of the Engineering Section, CWB, at

e,
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

3-4 '.:'é‘::.

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
Ho, HAWAIL 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAX B808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SUIMeCARLSMITH.COM

August 3, 2005

Denis R. Lau, P.E.

Chief, Clean Water Branch
Department of Health

P.O. Box 3378

Honolulu, Hawaii 96801-3378

Re:  Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

CDUA HA-3233
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Mr. Lau:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental /assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which secks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family
residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comments.

The Applicant will comply with the NPDES permitting requirements prior to
commencement of the construction activities. The Applicant will also comply with applicable
rules and regulations to ensure that the operation and maintenance of the proposed swimming

pool will not result in any discharge into State waters.

Your letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues.

Very truly yours,

STEVEN M

SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR
' Gadler Family Trust
Office of Environmental Quality Control
4836-5415-2704.1

HoworuLy . KAPOLEI . Hio . KOoNA Maui : Guam . SAIPAN . LOS ANGELES

o
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CHIYOME L FUKING. M.D..
DIRECTOR OF HEAL™

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAR
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
P.0.BOX 2378 I reply. paxse mlorto:
HONOLULU, HAWAII 88801
June 29, 2005
H1 5 009 040.wpd
D:W13 wb050507
Mr. Tiger Milils
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
Department of Land & Natural Resources = ~
rs = o
State of Hawail eZs, & »3
P.O. Office Box 621 5% & 3§
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 oo T 8o
=57 L &s9
. 2 m
Dear Mr. Mills: %g;? > BES
=35 i
Subject: Request for Comments & < é’—'}f
Draft Environmental Assessment/Conservation District Use Apﬁ]j’catim@-lA 3232
Board Permit

Single Family Residence, Gadler Family Trust
Keonepoli Ik, Puna, Island of Hawaii
TMK: (3) 1-5-009: 040 10.005 acres

Thank you for allowing us to review the subject application submitted by your office, which proposes
a one-story, 3150 square foot, single family residence, consisting of two (2) bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a
following

kitchen, a dining room, a living room, a storage utility area, foyer, and entry. We have the
comments to offer on behalf of wastewater treatment and disposal.

The subject project lies in the Critical Wastewater Disposal Area (CWDA) with One (1) Acre Lot
Exception. Wastewater treatment and disposal has been briefly mentioned in draft assessment. As
there is no County service system within the vicinity, and the property is larger than one (1) acre, we
concur with the application. Although our rules allow cesspools to be used in this area, we strongly
recommend that wastewater be handled by a non-cesspool treatment system and effluent be disposed

of into shallow soil absorptions systems rather than seepage pits.

All wastewater plans must conform to app]idable provisions of the Department of Health's
Administrative Rules, Chapter 11-62, "Wastewater Systems.” We do reserve the right to review the
detailed wastewater plans for conformance to applicable rules. Should you have any questions, please

contact the Planning & Design Section of our branch at 586-4294.

Sincerely,

A A K

HAROLD K. YEE, P.E.
Chief, Wastewater Branch

LNKM:erm



DIRECT DIAL NO.

-~ -
CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O, Box 686
HiLo, HAWAI 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAXB808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

August 12, 2005

Harold K. Yee, P.E.
Chief, Wastewater Branch
Department of Health

P.O. Box 3378
Honolulu, Hawait 96801-3378

Re:

Dear Mr. Yee:

Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

CDUA HA-3233 '
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

’Brn.-d'-—'v

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the

Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family

residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your,
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comments.

Wastewater for the project will be handled via a private septic tank and perk field system
meeting with all applicable governmental regulations.

Your letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues.

SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR

Very truly yours,

STEVEN M

Gadler Family Trust
Office of Environmental Quality Control

4848-6945-2544.1

HonoLuLu

KAPOLEI - Hnro . Kona . Maur GuaM . SAIPAN

LOS ANGELES
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DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING DIVISION

LA/NAV

Ref.: OCCL:TM
File No: HA-3233

Hawaii.322

COMMENTS

0
0O
0
()

0

@)

()
X)

We confirm that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is located in

‘Zone___.

Please take note that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is

located in Zone__.
Please note that the correct Flood Zone Designation for the project site according to the Flood

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) is ___.

Please note that the project must comply with the rules and regulations of the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) presented in Title 44 of the Code of Federa! Regulations (44CFR),
whenever development within a Special Flood Hazard Area is undertaken. If there are any
questions, please contact the State NFIP Coordinator, Ms. Carol Tyau-Beam, of the Department of

Land and Natural Resources, Engineering Division at (808) 587-0267.

Please be advised that 44CFR indicates the minimum standards set forth by the NFIP. Your
Community’s local flood ordinance may prove to be more r=strictive and thus take precedence
over the minimum NFIP standards. If there are questions regarding the local flood ordinances,

please contact the applicable County NFIP Coordinators below:

) Mr. Robert Sumimoto at {(808) 523-4254 or Mr. Mario Siu Li at (808) 523-4247 of the
City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting,

Mr. Kelly Gomes at (808) 961-8327 (Hilo) or Mr. Kiran Emler at (808) 327-3530 (Kona)
of the County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works.

() Mr. Francis Cerizo at (808) 270-7771 of the County of Maui, Department of Planning.

O Mr. Mario Antonio at (808) 241-6620 of the County of Kauai, Department of Public

Works. .

0

The applicant should include project water demands and infrastructure required to meet water
demands. Please note that the implementation of any State-sponsored projects requiring water
service from the Honolulu Board of Water Supply system must first obtain water allocation credits
from the Engineering Division before it can receive a building permit and/or water meter.

The applicant should provide the water demands and calculations to the Engineering Division so
it can be included in the State Water Projects Plan Update.

Additional Comments:

Other: Our comments dated May 5, 2005 to the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA)
still apply, the project site is located in minimal tsunami inundation area, Also, please
correct information on pages 7 and 21 of the DEA, Items 3.1.2, Natural Hazards and

F, Coastal Hazards respectively. Reference to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, instead of the U.S. Corps of Engineers Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).

Should you have any questions, please call Mr. Andrew Monden of the Planning Branch at 587-0229.

Signed: ///%

BRIC T. HIRANO, CHIEF ENGINEER

Date: 7/3'/0 s
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WATANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. BOx 686
Hito, HAwan 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 FAx B08.935.7975

WWW.CARLSMITH.COM
DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIMECARLSMITH.COM
August 12, 2005
Eric T. Hirano
Chief Engineer

Department of Land & Natural Resources
Engineering Division

P.O. Box 621

Honolulu, Hawaii 96809

Re:  Applicant: Gadler Family Trust
CDUA HA-3233
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County a«:d State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Mr. Hirano:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family

residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA. The Final Environmental Assessment will reflect reference to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, and not the U.S. Corps. of Engineers Flood Insurance Rate

Maps (FIRM).

Your letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues,

Very truly yours,

STEVEN IM

SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR

Gadler Family Trust

Office of Environmental Quality Control
4811-7853-0560.1

HONOLULY . KAroLE? Hio Kona . Maur . GuaM . SAIrAN Los ANGELES
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PETER T, YOUNG
CILAIRFERSON

LA,
DOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOUNCES
COMMIXIION ON WATER REMMUICE MANAGEMENT

ROBERT . MASUDA
DEPUTY DIXECTOR - LAND

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAL

DEAN NAKANO
ACTING DEFUTY DEXECTOR - WATER

STATE OF HAWAII CONSERVATION AMD KESOUBEES SHPOREDIT
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES FORESTRY ARG W DUTE

BITONC FAESERVATION

[
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS KAtiooAvE '“"""’mﬁ“m
POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

REF:0CCL:TM FILE NO.: HA-3233
180 Day Expiration Date: December 10, 2005
SUSPENSE DATE: 21 Days from

stamped date JUN 1 7 2005

MEMORANDUM:

TO: Aquatic Resources, Conservation and Resources Enforcemk and
Wildlife, Historic Preservation, Engineer 3

FROM: Samuel J. Lemmo, Administrator .
Office of Conservation and Coast§ \

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR COMMENTS :
Draft Environmental Assessment/Conservation District Use Application HA-3233
BOARD PERMIT

Single Family Residence

APPLICANT:  Gadler Family Trust

= L0
= [—] - Y
Bo & i
TMKSs: (3) 1-5-009:040 %‘—_’“‘3 S :in
e AT
LOCATION:  Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Island of Hawaij 5’1%;} o Y
' ' Ten-. iz
o -l
PUBLIC HEARING:  YES NO X e
B R =
W b = |
Please contact Tiger Mills at 587-0382, should you have any questions on this matter.=, =

If no response is received by the suspense date, we will assume there are no comments. The
suspense date starts from the date stamp.
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No Comments . M Q' 07-7\/‘4/)/
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JUN 20 2005
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P E DATE: 1 2

STATE OF HAWAITI
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Aquatic Resources

MEMORANDUM
To: Francis Oishi, Acting Administrator
From: Richard Sixberry, Aquatic Biologist#5

Subject: Comments on Conservation District Use Application HA-3233

Comments Requested By: Samuel Lemo - Conservation and Coastal Lands

Date of Request: 6/17/05 Date Received: 6/17/05

Summary of Project
Title: Single Family Residence & Associated Improvements
Proj. By: Gadler Family Trust
Location: Keonepoko Iki, Puna, Hawaii

3rief Description:

The applicant proposes to construct a siungle family dwelling with
iccessory structures and improvements on a 10.005 acre parcel, north of tthe
jawaiian Beaches Subdivision in the Puna, Hawaii District. The shoreline
consists of low/medium height jagged, barren lava sea cliffs. Access along
:he shoreline for fishing and other activities will not be affected.

Jomments:

The proposal as described should not significantly impact aquatic
resource values provided construction activities are restricted to periods of
1inimal rainfall and low runoff, and the areas denuded of vegetation or
susceptible to erosion are appropriately stabilized. Also, precautions shall
>e taken to prevent debris, landscaping chemicals, eroded soil, petroleum
)roducts and other potential contaminants from flowing blowing or leaching
.nto coastal waters.

Any additional or undescribed construction or landscape modifications
7ithin the Conservation District should be submitted to the Department for

review.

Richard Sixberry
Aquatic Biologist
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. Box 686
HILO, Hawall 96721-0686
TELEPHONE 808.935.6644 Fax 808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

August 23, 2005

Francis Oishi
Acting Administrator
Deparment of Land & Natural Resources

Division of Aquatic Resources
P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809

Re:  Applicant: Gadler Family Trust

CDUA HA-3233
Kconepoko Tki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Mr. Oishi:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family
residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comnents.

The Applicant will comply with the NPDES permitting requirements prior to
commencement of the construction activities. The Applicant will also comply with applicable
rules and regulations to ensure that construction and landscaping activities will not result in any

discharge into coastal waters.

vour letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues.

Very truly yours,
STEV LIM
SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR
Gadler Family Trust

Office of Environmental Quality Control

HoNoLuLU . KAPOLE! . HiLo . KONA . Maut . Guam SAIPAN . LOS ANGELES
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101 Pauzht Street, Suite 3 » Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3043
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June 27, 2005 mEL W A
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r',! . LR .‘1
Mr. Samuel J. Lemmo, Administrator , -f:?,‘e r 9
DLNR, Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands EL. @ iod
P. O. Box 621 - T w 3
Honolulu, HI 96809 0

Dear Mr. Lemmo:

Request for Comments: CDUA HA-3233
Single Family Residence

Tax Map Key: 1-5-9:40, Keonepoko 1ki, Puna, Hawaii

This is in response to the request for comments on the construction of a single-family
dwelling and related improvements on the subject property.

By letter dated March 11, 2005, the proposed use was determined to be exempt from the
Special Management Area definition of development. We would like to further add that

the requirement to submit a current certified shoreline survey was waived because all
proposed improvements were located a minimum 110 feet from the ocean.

Other than the foregoing, we have no further comments to offer. However, should you
have questions, please feel free to contact Esther Imamura or Larry Brown of our office
at (808) 961-8288.

Sincere

CHRISTOP J. YUEN
Planning Director

ETI: je

PAWPWINGOAETICDUANLemmo 15009040 Gadler.doc

Hawai'i County is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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Department of Land and Natural Resources
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands

P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, HI 96809

RE: Draft Environmental Assessment and Conservation District Use
Application for the Proposed Gadler Family Residence, Keonepoko Iki, Puna,

Hawaii, TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40.

Dear Mr. Mills,

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) is in receipt of your June 17, 2005 request for comment
on the above listed proposed project, TMK: (3) 1-5-09:40. OHA offers the following comments:

OHA commends the property owner for choosing to develop the proposed dwelling away from
known archaeological sites and an old-growth hala (Pandanus odoratissimus) tree. OHA also
appreciates that the landowner does not intend to impede any traditional cultural practices,

including procurement, along the shoreline.

lex of walls within the property are slated for preservation, this does not
preclude them as historic properties. State Site numbers should be assigned to the sites and
significance should be assessed, just as they would in a formal Archaeological Inventory Survey.
This would be done, in part, to add the sites to the State Inventory of Historic Places.

Although the comp

OHA recommends that an Archaeological Monitoring Plan be drafted in support of this project.
Because of the possibility that subsurface features such as lava tubes and burial crypts may be
Jocated within the area of proposed construction, the issue of archaeological monitoring should
be addressed. The plan should assess the need for “on-site” and “on-call” monitoring, as

appropriate.



Tiger Mills
July 1, 2005
Page 2

A Cultural Impact Statement (CIS), as required by Act 50, Session Laws of 2000 (amending
Section 343-2, HRS) should be prepared for the Environmental Assessment. The Draft
Environmental Assessment does contain a summary of previous archaeological and cultural
study in the area but does not include the name of the cultural consulitant who prepared the

"synopsis. Who conducted this study?

As part of Section 343-2, HRS, a formal consultation process with community members must be
undertaken. The Draft Environmental Assessment does state that “kupuna familiar with the area
were consulted (p. 23)”, but fails to mention the names of those consulted, and most importantly,
what specific mana‘o they shared about the area and the proposed development. Please include

this information in the Environmental Assessment.

OHA further requests your assurances that if the project goes forward, should iwi or Native
Hawaiian cultural or traditional deposits be found during ground disturbance, work will cease,
and the appropriate agencies will be contacted pursuant to applicable law.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have further questions or concemns, please
contact Jesse Yorck at (808) 594-0239 or jessey@oha.org.

‘O wau iho no,

NN

Clyde/W. Namu‘o
Administrator

CC: Steven S.C.Lim
Carlsmith Ball LLP
121 Waianuenue Avenue
P.O. Box 686
Hilo, HI 96721-0686

Ululani Sherlock

OHA Community Affairs Coordinator (Hilo)
162 A Baker Avenue

Hilo, HI 96720-4869
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CARLSMITH BALL LLP

A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW PARTNERSHIP

121 WAIANUENUE AVENUE
P.O. BOx 686
HiLo, HAWAN 96721-0686
‘TELEPHONE B08.935.6644 Fax808.935.7975
WWW.CARLSMITH.COM

DIRECT DIAL NO. SLIM@CARLSMITH.COM

July 19, 2005

Clyde W. Namu'o

Administrator

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

711 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 500
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re:  Applicant: Gadler Family Trust
CDUA HA-3233
Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island, County and State of Hawaii

TMK:(3) 1-5-09:40

Dear Mr. Namu'o:

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the
Gadler Family Trust which seeks a Conservation District Use Permit for a single-family
residence located at Keonepoko Iki, District of Puna, Island of Hawaii. We appreciate your
review of the DEA and have the following response to your comments.

A site visit conducted on 09/11/03 by Jeanne Knapp, Hawaii island assistant
archaeologist revealed several wall remnants which were located outside of the proposed
development area. Given these findings from the field inspection, SHPD stated that it believed
that "no historic properties will be affected by this undertaking." (Exhibit 7 to the DEA).

The Cultural Impact Statement was prepared by Virginia Goldstein, former County of
Hawaii Planning Director. Ms. Goldstein consulted with local residents Grant Togashi,
Hamilton Ahlo and Pat Ahlo who are familiar with the area, and shared the development
proposed by the Applicant. The environmental assessment has been revised to incorporate this

information.
The environmental assessment has also been revised to amend Section 3.7.4

Historical/Cultural and Archaeological Resources to address that the Applicant will stop work in
the immediate vicinity and contact SHPD if any archaeological or historic sites are found.

HoONGLULY . KAPOLE) . HiLo . KonNa . MAuUI . GUAM SAIPAN . LOS ANGELES
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Clyde W. Namu'o
July 19, 2005
Page 2

Your letter and this response will be appended to the final environmental assessment to
ensure that the document adequately addresses pertinent development and environmental issues.

Very truly yours,
STEVEN S.
SSL/KYL
xc: DLNR
Gadler Family Trust

Office of Enviromental Quality Control
4841-7542-2976.1
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Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment

SUMMARY

The project involves the realignment of an approximately 0.55-mile section of the Kaimu-
Kapoho Road in order to bypass an area that regional subsidence of almost an inch per year has
rendered increasingly flooded during high tides. Many vehicles currently have difficulty passing
at high tide, and the salty water creates excessive wear and tear on vehicle wheels, brakes and
undercarriages. This situation is exacerbated during heavy surf. There is no “easy” way around
the flooded area, as wetlands are present on both sides. The road is also difficult and costly for
the County to maintain. Furthermore, the presence of a road within this expanding wetlands is
environmentally undesirable. A sudden episode of catastrophic subsidence, such as occurred in
the November 1975 earthquake, could depress the road to a level so low that it would be
completely impassable. The project will relocate this section of the road approximately 800 feet
mauka (northwest), thereby bypassing Isaac Hale County Park.

Beneficial effects include perpetuation and improvement of a vital transportation link and
evacuation route in the sparse road network of Puna, enhancement of the safety and quality of
Isaac Hale Park, and decreased effects of a road on a wetlands. Most of the corridor length has
highly degraded alien vegetation and no threatened or endangered species or valuable habitat are
present. However, at least a few native and Polynesian trees of species considered culturally
important would require removal. Construction of one intersection would require removal of a
mango tree from a grove of about 288 600 trees declared scenic in a County ordinance, although
aslightly less satisfactory intersection avoiding effects to the tree is also feasible, Landscaping
with native trees, @WMMM 1, and wood salvage is

recommended for mitigation. Short-term impacts to water quality, air quality, traffic congestion
and noise can be mitigated to minor levels by proper adherence to construction permits and other
mitigation.

Page S-1
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Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment
1 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROJECT
1.1 Project Location and Description

The proposed project involves the realignment of an approximately 0.55-mile section of the
Kaimu-Kapoho Road (County Road 137) in order to bypass an area that regional subsidence has
rendered increasingly flooded during high tides (Figs. 1-1 to 1-3). The subsided area is
approximately 0.3 miles northeast of Isaac Hale County Park. The project will relocate this
section of the road approximately 800 feet mauka (northwest), thereby bypassing Isaac Hale
County Park and directly meeting the existing Kaimu-Kapoho Road at its intersection with the
Pahoa-Pohoiki Road. Three properties are involved: TMK 1-3-08:16, owned by the County of
Hawai‘i, TMK 1-4-02:09, which belongs to the Kealoha Trust, and TMK 1-4-02:13, owned by
A&O International. The two Build Alternatives differ slightly in the location of their point of
departure from the existing Kaimu-Kapoho Road on the northeastern end of the project area.

- - yrtao ol tha awictisng Asn )
- £l

1.2 Summary of Regulatory Requirements

The Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works (DPW) is serving as the proposing/approving
agency in the preparation of this Environmental Assessment (EA). This EA is meant to comply
with the Hawai‘i Environmental Policy Act (HEPA) requirements under Chapter 343, HRS.

HEPA was enacted by the State of Hawai'i to require State and County agencies to consider the
environmental impacts of their actions as part of the decision-making process. The Office of
Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) is mandated with implementing Chapter 343, HRS, and
has developed guidelines that specify how State and County agencies must carry out the
requirements of HEPA. These regulations require State and County agencies to prepare an EA
that investigates alternatives, discloses impacts and develops measures that mitigate adverse
impacts. An important part of the process is the evaluation of the significance of impacts
according 1o thirteen specific criteria. Part 6 of this EA lists these criteria and the current findings
of the agency. These findings will be finalized in consideration of comments received on the
Draft EA, and the Final EA will contain the determination. If DPW determines that there are no
significant impacts, it will issue the determination of a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI). If DPW determines that there are significant impacts, and decides to proceed with the
project as planned, it is required to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

Page |



Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment

Figure 1-1
Project Location Map
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1.3  Background and Problem

Kaimu-Kapoho Road (County Road 137) provides vehicular access along a 16-mile stretch of
the coastline of southeast Puna, linking the settlements of Kapoho, Pohoiki, Opihikao and
Kaimu, as well as MacKenzie State Recreation Area, Isaac Hale County Park, and Ahalanuj
County Park (Fig 1-1). It connects to four “mauka-makai” roads — the Pahoa-Kalapana Road
(State Route 130), Kamaili Road, the Pahoa-Pohoiki Road, and Pahoa-Kapoho Road (County
Route 132). The section of roadway proposed for realignment, between Oneloa and Pohoiki, is a
critical link between the Kapoho/Puala‘a area, which contains Kua O Ka Li Public Charter
School and Ahalanui County Park, and the State boat ramp, surf sites and public park at Pohoiki,
along with all points southwest.

Kaimu-Kapoho Road was built in the early 20™ century to then-current standards. Although it
has been widened in spots and patched in the intervening years, it remains in many locations a
one-lane road with narrow or non-existent shoulders, and does not meet current design standards
for County roads. Various projects funded by the County or with federal aid are gradually
improving certain sections of the roadway.

Page 2
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FIGURE 1-3C - TYPICAL VEGETATION IN FORMER PAPAYA FIELDS
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Pohoiki, whose name means “little depression”, has experienced considerable subsidence and
coastline recession over the past century. The elevation of the road between Isaac Hale County
Park and Oneloa currently ranges from sea level to about five feet above sea level. Ongoing
subsidence combined with this already low elevation has resulted in inundation of a growing
length (currently about 100 yards) of the roadway about 0.3 miles northeast of Isaac Hale County
Park during high tides (see Figure 1-3b, photograph of area during high tide). This situation is
exacerbated during heavy surf. Many vehicles currently have difficulty passing at high tide, and
the salty water creates excessive wear and tear on vehicle wheels, brakes and undercarriages.
There is no “easy™ way around the flooded area, as wetlands are present on both sides. The road
is also difficult and costly for the County to maintain. Furthermore, the presence of a road
within this expanding wetlands is environmentally undesirable.

It is clear that the situation is likely to worsen in the coming decades. In a letter of May 30,
1997, Dr. Donald A. Swanson of the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
stated that the project area appeared to be sinking at a rate of almost an inch per year, or over 3
feet in 50 years (see Appendix 1b for copy of letter). A sudden episode of catastrophic
subsidence, such as occurred in the November 1975 earthquake, could depress the road to a level
so low that it would be completely impassable.

it is vital for the socioeconomic well-being of Puna that the road remain open. Although traffic
along the road is generally light, and alternate routes are available to Pahoa and Hilo (the main
employment, shopping, and educational centers for area residents), many motorists traverse the
road daily on their way to jobs, friends’ and relatives’ homes, and recreational sites. Access to
the boat ramp at Pohoiki, which is a major commercial and recreational launch site, is important
for fishermen from Kapoho. Kua O Ka L3 Charter School has facilities, staff and students on
both sides of the road. Severing the road would add more than six miles to the four-mile trip
between Kapoho to Pohoiki. Furthermore, given the setting downslope from the East Rift Zone
of Kilauea Volcano, as well as the potential for tsunami, the roadway should be maintained as an
emergency access route. The current roadway traverses the middle of the planned expansion of
Isaac Hale County Park, which will include most of TMK 1-3-08:16. Re-routing the roadway to
bypass the park could enhance the public safety and improve the quality of the park.

1.4  Project Purpose

Based on the background and problem discussed above, the purpose of the project consists of a
realignment of the Kapoho-Kaimu Road between Oneloa and Pohoiki that will:

Bypass the subsiding and low-elevation area northeast of Isaac Hale County Park;
Provide a half mile-long section of the road that meets County standards;

Minimize long-term road maintenance costs to the County of Hawai‘i;

Minimize disruption to motorists during construction;

Minimize degradation of wetlands, botanical and archaeological resources; and
Enhance the recreational value of the existing (bypassed) road as an internal park road
and as a bike and pedestrian route within and adjacent to Isaac Hale County Park.

Page 6
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2 ALTERNATIVES
2.1 Alternative Formulation

The County of Hawai‘i undertook a systematic process to evaluate any alternatives that could
accomplish the purpose of the project specified above.

Various realignment paths were considered during early formulation of the project. Constraints
included the existing road network, the future expansion of the Isaac Hale County Park onto
TMK 1-3-08:16, a wetlands that was present on TMK 1-4-02:09, and sensitive archaeological
and biological resources on TMK 1-4-02:13. Given these considerations, the logical terminus
for the southwestern end of the project was the western junction of the Kaimu-Kapoho Road and
the Pohoiki-Pahoa Road, as it avoided both the park and the wetlands and provided a sensible
tie-in to an existing road.

ic_inpu rning whethe i ifferent terminu voj
1o a protected mango tree and still Dro_QEAja&jndﬁiﬁﬁmLMemmJJnQuthlons were
explored, These included creating. an intersection that forked around the mango tree, with one
mm_&mﬁ%_mm._m_.._m_mw_&tM@M@

LS¢ _ whemau_wLm ected as unsuital for efficienc ;s
ive involved w .lDlQIlS.Q.CllQD_Ih issed the man ¢ to the north

As long as the realigned road stayed above 40 feet in elevation on its way east towards Kapoho,
it would be traversing old papaya fields and would not affect the wetlands, natural vegetation or
park plans. Various northeastern termini from Puala‘a to Pohoiki were considered. A path that
descended soonest to the Kaimu-Kapoho Road created a road with a sharp bend that terminated
in an area of fairly low elevation; those that terminated further east (e.g., in Puala‘a or near the
Puala‘a side of Oneloa) ran the risk of disturbing valuable botanical areas and archaeological
sites that had been deemed for preservation in planning for the Oneloa Resort. In addition, such
routes would be longer. In the end, two alternatives, described in detail below, were selected for
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advancement, based on minimization of both distance (and therefore cost) as well as disturbance
of environmental resources,

Also initially considered was arching the flooded area with a bridge structure. Although such a
strategy might appear preferable based on the relatively short section of road that would initially
require disturbance, it has considerable disadvantages. Construction would require dredge and
fill in a tidal wetlands, which is environmentally less preferable than building on uplands and
would require an extensive permit process from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a process
whose outcome would be highly uncertain. Although the current minimum area to be bridged
might be less than 100 yards, planning for continuing subsidence over the next few decades
would dictate a much longer section, perhaps stretching the entire 0.3 mile length to Isaac Hale
County Park. Such a structure would be highly expensive because of the need for multiple
culverts. Furthermore, construction in the existing road footprint would completely shut down
traffic during the construction period of up to six months. This would cause hardship for
motorists, unless a temporary bypass road were built. Considering that the proposed project
would essentially consist of such a bypass road, the bridge would be redundant. Therefore, the
idea of bridging the flooded area was dismissed from further consideration.

2.2 Alternatives Advanced to the EA

Two Realignment Altemnatives (Fig. 2) were developed, bot!: realigning the roadway toward the
mauka direction and bypassing Isaac Hale County Park, Alternative 1 differs from Alternative 2
only in the point of the mauka-makai traverse of the roadway, and both alternatives have the
same southwestern terminus. Alternative 1, the preferred alternative, provides a smooth
transition between the exiting and realigned sections of the road. Alternative 2 involves a sharp
bend at the makal end but sllght]y less dlsturbance of undlsturbed lands Eg;&mgmﬂ

Final design is the stage of the process during which the precise characteristics of the typical
road cross-section and the layout of intersections will be determined. A Preliminary Engineering
Report (Appendix 2) was prepared for this EA in order to provide topographic data, to specify a
first-order layout for the road and its intersections, and to design a preliminary typical cross-
section for the road. The bypass road is expected to have a single lane, 10- to 12-feet wide in
each direction, along with a 10-foot clear zone on each side. Five feet of the shoulder width
would be designed for bicycle and accessible path use, with the remaining five feet as a clear
zone. Based on community input, final design may alternatively specify a narrower total paved
width. The current recommended typical cross-section is illustrated in Figure 2-1.

Page 8
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The intersection of the Pahoa-Pohoiki Road will be designed so that the bypass meets the
existing Kaimu-Kapoho Road head-on (i.e., centerline to centerline) (Fig. 2-2a). Such a layout is
vital for safety reasons. It is recommended that the intersection be opened with STOP-signs on
all approaches, i.e., a four-way STOP. It is further recommended that, after the road is built and
in use for a few months, DPW should conduct a traffic study in order to determine use patterns
and whether any modifications to STOP-sign controls are necessary. The intersection point with
the Kaimu-Kapoho Road on the northeast end is different for Alternatives 1 and 2 (Figs. 2-2b
and 2-2¢). In both cases, the bypassed (existing road) should be realigned to curve mauka and
terminate as a T-intersection with the new, realigned road. STOP-signs are recommended for the
leg of the existing road headed northeast towards Kapoho, with no STOP-signs on the bypass
itself.

Design, construction and right-of-way costs are preliminarily estimated at $2.4 million. Funding
would be derived from County sources. If necessary approvals are obtained, the project could
begin construction in 2006 and would last approximately one year.

In accordance with laws governing EAs, the County is also advancing the No-Build Alternative.
This does not address the potential for road closure and its attendant financial and social costs,
nor the environmental implications of the continued presence of a road within a wetlands. By
definition, however, the No-Build Alternative also avoids environmental impacts associated with
taking of former agricultural land, the loss of vegetation, and construction-phase impacts to
traffic, noise and air quality levels. The No-Build Alternative provides a useful baseline for
evaluating the impacts of the Pohoiki Bypass to the social and physical environment.
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING AND IMPACTS

This section describes the existing social, economic, cultural, and environmental conditions
surrounding the proposed project, along with the probable impacts of the proposed action and
mitigation measures designed to reduce or eliminate adverse environmental impacts. For most
categories of impact, the No-Build Alternative would result in no impacts. Therefore, unless
explicitly mentioned, discussion of impacts and mitigation relates to the Build Alternatives only.

The island of Hawai‘i, home to approximately 148,677 residents in 2000 (U.S. Census of
Population 2000), is largely rural. Major divisions include West Hawai‘i and East Hawai‘i, West
Hawai‘i’s dry climate and calm ocean waters support a major tourism industry in the Kona and
Kohala districts. East Hawai‘i has an economy based on agriculture and the business and
government functions headquartered in Hilo, the major city on the island.

The project area is within the Puna District in East Hawai‘i (Fig. 1-1), a rural area of about 500
square miles. The area most directly affected is between Pohoiki and Puala‘a. The proposed
project would utilize a corridor about 0.55 miles in length that extends to about 800 feet mauka
of the present alignment. Figure 1-3 consists of photographs of the existing Kaimu-Kapoho
Beach Road and the area of the proposed realignment.

3,1  Physical Environment
3.1.1 Geology, Hazards, and Soils
Existing Environment

The island of Hawai‘i, youngest and largest of the Hawaiian chain, formed from the coalescence
of five volcanoes during the last million years. The Puna district encompasses the active Kilauea
Volcano, which first erupted between 300,000 and 600,000 years ago and has erupted
continually since 1983 (USGS 2005). Puna is essentially the land created by Kilauea Volcano.
While activity in the last few decades has occurred about 10 miles west of the project corridor,
originating from Pu‘u O‘o, there has been some closer recent activity on the East Rift Zone of
Kilauea, including volcanic eruptions in 1955 and 1960 in nearby Kapoho.

The project area surface is composed of thin basalt Kilauea lava flows dated from 400 to 750
years ago. Their thin and porous rock structure, with numerous cracks, lava tubes and
interbedded ‘a‘a (clinker lava) flows, make them highly permeable. Slopes generally range from
3.5%, and local relief across this generally uniform slope is variable and undulating. No
substantial lava tube caves or other caves are known to pass under the existing Kaimu-Kapoho
Beach Road or the planned realignment.

The soils in the project area are of the Opihikao and Malama series (U.S. Soil Conservation
Service 1973) (Fig. 3-1). They are a thin 3 inches deep because they have developed on these
relatively young lavas, and are organic and strongly acid. The Opihikao series soil (rfOPE) is
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Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment

found on 3-25% slopes and is described as very dark brown muck; the Malama series soil
(rMAD) is found on 3-15% slopes and is described as very dark brown extremely stony muck.
Permeability is rapid and runoff is fairly slow for both soils. Erosion hazard is slight, The
thinness of these soils and the underlying geology make this site very suitable for the intended
purpose of a roadway bed.

This project (as all development in Puna) would be subject to volcanic hazard, particularly lava
inundation. According to the USGS hazard classifications, the entire project area is contained in
Lava Flow Hazard Zone 2, on a scale of ascending risk 9 to 1. Zone 2 areas have had 25-75% of
their surface covered by lava in the last 750 years, but are considered less hazardous than Zone 1,
which designates areas directly around active rift zones and summit areas (Heliker 1990:23).

In terms of seismic risk, the entire island of Hawai‘i is rated Zone 4 Seismic Probability Rating
(Uniform Building Code, Appendix Chapter 25, Section 2518). Zone 4 areas are at risk from
major earthquake damage, especially to structures that are poorly designed or built. Partly owing
to the lack of unconsolidated sediments in the local substrate, none of the several earthquakes of
Richter magnitude 6.0 or greater that have occurred on the island since 1950 has caused
substantial damage to well-engineered roads, bridges or other roadway structures. On November
29, 1975 a Richter Magnitude 7.2 earthquake occurred at Kalapana, about 10 miles from the
project area (UH-Hilo Dept. of Geography 1998).

Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

Any roadway that serves this area is subject to the hazard of lava flows. There are no practical
measures to avoid this impact. Emergency access in the Puna District is essential due to the
potential for geologic hazards. An improved road would provide a better escape route during
natural disasters, including lava flows and tsunamis, or accidents that blocked or crowded
alternate routes. The proposed project would place that section of roadway out of the tsunami
inundation zone, providing an improved emergency access route.

The No-Build Alternative would not provide relief against the possibility of partial or complete
road closure due to flonding and is less preferable in terms of mitigating for geologic hazards.

3.1.2 Hydrology, Floodplains and Water Quality
Existing Environment
Floodplain status for the project area has been determined by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), which has mapped the area as part of the National Flood

Insurance Program’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) (Fig. 3-2). A summary of applicable
Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) designations in the area is as follows:
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Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment

s Zone AE: SFHAs subject to inundation by the 100-year flood determined in a Flood
Insurance Study by detailed methods. Base flood elevations are shown within these
Zones.

Zone VE: the 100-year coastal, high hazard floodplain, incorporating storm surges.

e Zone X: Areas identified in the community flood insurance study as areas of moderate or

minimal hazard from the principal source of flood in the area.

The current alignment passes through Flood Zone VE, or the coastal high hazard floodplain.

Waters of the U.S. include coastal waters, streams, tidal wetlands and ponds, and wetlands that
are tributary to other waters of the U.S. Because of the very recent geology, streams are rare in
Puna and none are present in or near the project area. Coastal waters and adjacent tidal wetlands
and ponds are present adjacent 1o the existing route. Importantly, no such wetlands or ponds are
present in the realignment corridor, which completely avoids waters of the U.S.

Water quality in the Pohoiki area is mostly influenced by natural sources and is generally
excellent, with very localized and/or short-term problems associated with the boat ramp area.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The principal impact of the realignment would be beneficial, in that most of path of the
realignment would be outside any flood zone, providing less exposure to flood hazard, with no
impact to waters of the U.S. Selection of the No-Build Alternative would continue to expose the
public to the dangers or inconveniences of storm surges,

Road construction projects have the potential, if unmitigated, to adversely and permanently
impact drainage and water quality in several ways. First, construction activities such as clearing
and grubbing, excavation, and paving may temporarily alter the natural hydrology. Earthwork
may leave soils vulnerable to erosion due to storm water runoff and can cause erosion and
sediment pollution. Second, roadway paving increases the amount of impervious surface area,
which increases the rate and volume of storm water runoff on a permanent basis. In addition,
unregulated activities within a floodplain may raise flood levels or alter floodplain boundaries.
Properly designed drainage structures along with best management practices during construction
can effectively mitigate impacts associated with construction and additional paved runoff
surface.

A drainage plan for the road will be developed and will undergo review, revision and approval
by the Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works (DPW) to ensure compliance with standards
related to storm water runoff management. The drainage plan will not be finalized until the road
is at a more advanced design state, but may include drywells, inlet boxes and drain lines to
handle storm water road runoff.

Mitigation measures to prevent adverse impacts to water quality during construction are
described in Section 3.4.1.
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3.1.3 Climate and Air Quality
Existing Environment

The climate of Pohoiki can be described as moderately wet and tropical. Average high
temperatures vary from approximately 80° Fahrenheit (F) in the winter to 84° F in the summer.
Temperature lows average approximately 64° F in the winter and 69° F in the summer. Mean
annual rainfall in the project area is about 80 inches. Wind is important for its effect on
dispersion or concentration of pollutants. This portion of Puna typically experiences east to
southeast trade winds with speeds of 10-20 miles per hour. In winter, these are often replaced by
kona winds, from the south or southeast. These winds are generally light, and seldom exceed an
average daily speed of 10 miles per hour (UH-Hilo Dept. of Geography 1998).

Regional and local climate along with the type and amount of human activity generally dictate
air quality of a given location. Federal and state air quality standards limit ambient
concentrations of pollutants produced by motor vehicles. These include particulate matter, sulfur
dioxide (SO,), nitrogen dioxide (NO 2), carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O 3), and lead. These
ambient air quality standards (AAQS) are specified in Section 40, Part 50 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) and Chapter 11-59 of the Hawai‘i Administrative Rules. Each regulated air
pollutant has the potential to create or exacerbate some form of adverse health effect or to
produce environmental degradation when present in sufficiently high concentration for a
prolonged period of time. The state and federal governments periodically monitor air quality to
determine whether it meets AAQ standards. Areas that do not meet standards are termed non-
attainment areas and are subject to Conformity Rules. The entire State of Hawai‘i is considered
1o have acceptable air quality and is thus an attainment area not subject to Conformity Rules.

Air quality on Hawai'i Island is currently mostly affected by emissions from industrial sources,
vehicles, and natural sources. The major industrial source for the island is oil-fired power plants
which emit SO, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter. Motor vehicles emit CO, nitrogen
oxides and hydrocarbons {an ozone precursor), as well as smaller amounts of other pollutants.
Also emitting SO is one geothermal power plant in the area, Puna Geothermal Venture, which
supplies about 10-20% of the island’s electricity. Volcanic emissions of sulfur dioxide convert
into particulate sulfate which causes a volcanic haze (vog) to blanket the area during periods of
light and variable winds, and when kona winds are present. Due to the close proximity to
Kilauea Volcano, vog frequently impairs air quality in the Puna District (Sutton et al 1997).

The State of Hawai‘i operates five air quality monitoring stations on Hawai‘i Island, one in Hilo,
three in Puna, and one at Konawaena High Schoo! in Kealakekua (as well as three monitoring
stations measuring H>S emissions near Puna Geothermal Venture power plant). Data from these
three stations indicate that concentrations are well within State air quality standards (no federal
standards exist for H>S), with no measurements exceeding State standards during the period of
2001-2003. In fact, no single measurement from any of the Hawai‘i Island air quality
monitoring stations was above any applicable State or federal standards during this period.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The planned project will minimally alter traffic circulation in the area and will not generate any
additional traffic, and should thus not affect regional air quality. Some improvement of air
quality at Isaac Hale County Park may be noticed due to traffic being routed away from the park.

3.1.4 Noise Levels
Existing Environment, Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The area is presently very quiet due to its rural nature, low population density, and consequent
low volume of vehicular through-traffic, Primary noise sources are the occasional vehicle, ocean
and wind, birds, and tour aircraft. No residences, schools, churches or other noise sensitive uses
are located on the existing route or the proposed realignment route. Due to the rural nature of the
project area and because no sensitive receptors exist in the project area, the project would not
produce noise impacts. .

3.1.5 Scenic Values
Existing Environment

The project area is highly scenic, with a lava shoreline of crashing surf, tidal pools and wetlands,
and groves of attractive trees including hala, ‘oki‘a, alahe ‘e, mango, milo, coconut and kamani.
Table 3-1 lists the Hawai*i County General Plan’s places of natural beauty in the general area.
The mango grove on Pohoiki Road is located directly on the southwest terminus of the proposed
road, while the other places listed in the tabie are not in or near the affected area. The mango
trees fringing the Pahoa-Pohoiki Road have furthermore been designated “exceptional trees” and
are protected under the Hawai‘i County Code, Article 10, Section 14.

Table 3-1
Areas of Natural Beauty in Hawai‘i County General Plan
Scenic Resource TMK Location
Mango Grove along Pohoiki Road 1-3-08:4 & 5 Adjacent to corridor
Keahialaka Spring & Pond 1-3-08:15 Not visible from corridor
Keahialaka Shoreline 1-3-08:15 Not visible from corridor
Keahialaka Warm Springs 1-3-08:34 Not visible from corridor

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Construction of the intersection of Pahoa-Pohoiki Road and the Kaimu-Kapoho Road would
affect one (1) mango tree in the protected grove. The tree is directly on the centerline of the
intersection, which cannot be shifted without severely compromising safety (or, alternatively
affecting even more mango trees). While the removal of one tree may be thought of as a minor
impact in the context of more than 200 600 existing trees, it will require consideration by the
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County arborist committee and may also require a County ordinance. DPW has also discussed

the possibility of trimming the tree and then transplanting it in_the adj ic i

believe would have about a 50-50 chance of success, The opinion of the County Corporation
Counsel is being sought 1o determine the legal avenue for considering removal or moving of this

tree. Analternative design of the in ersection could avoid.removal of the mango tree, although

r_sight distance and

Except for the mango grove on Pohoiki Road, construction of a new road in either of the
alternative realignment corridors would not affect scenic resources. Some vegetation removal
would occur, but this could be mitigated by landscaping with native trees and shrubs on the
mauka border of the road. The road would open up new scenic vistas and it is recommended that
the area makai of the road be kept unobstructed by large plantings in order o maximize views.

3.2  Biological Environment
3.2.1 Terrestrial Flora
Existing Environment

The vegetation of this part of Puna can be described as a mixture of post-agricultural fallow
vegetation (mixed alien shrubland and grassland, which occupies the great majority of the route)
and alien-dominated forest with a strong native component (Gagne and Cuddihy 1990 and
Takemoto n.d.). Native elements include ‘ohi‘a (Metrosideros polymorpha), hala (Pandanus
odoratissimus) and alahe ‘e (Psydrax odorata). The native component is strongest in the eastern
portion of the realignment on TMK 1-4-02:13. Polynesian-introduced species including coconut
(Cocos nucifera), kamani (Calophyllum inophyllum), and noni (Morinda citrofolia) are also
prominent in this short section.

Botanists surveyed the construction corridor and surroundings in April 2005. Table 3-2 provides

a list of all plant species observed in the project area. No plant species listed as threatened or
endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service were found to be present in the project area.
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Plant Species ldentified in Project Area

Table 3-2

Scientific Name | Family | Common Name | Life Form [ Status*
FERNS AND FERN ALLIES
Asplenium nidus Aspleniaceac Bird Nest Fern Herb X
Christella dentata Thelypteridaceac | Cyclosorus Herb X
Lepisorus thunbergiana Polypodiaceae Pleopeltis Herb 1
Nephrolepis exaltata Nephrolepidaceae | Sword Fem Herb 1
Phymatosorus grosus Polypodiaceae Maile-scented Fern | Herb X
Psilotum nudum Psilotaceae Moa Herb I
FLOWERING PLANTS
Abrus precatorius Fabaceae Rosary Pea Vine X
Ageratina riparia Asteraceae Pamakani Herb X
Aleurites moluccana Euhporbiaceae Kukui Tree X
Ardisia elliptica Myrsinaceae Ardisia Tree X
Arunding graminifolia Orchidaceae Bamboo Orchid Herb X
Begonia sp. Begoniaceae Begonia Herb X
Bidens alba Asteraceae Bidens Herb X
Brassaia actinophylla Araliaceae Octopus tree Tree X
Buddleia asiatica Buddlejaceae Buddleia Shrub X
Calophyllum inophylium Clusiaceae Kamani Tree X
Canavalia sp. Fabaceae Mauna Loa Vine 7??
(Canthium} Psydrax odoratum | Rubiaceae Alahe‘z Shrub |
Cecropia obtusifolia Cecropiaceae Cecropia Tree X
Chamaecrista nictitans Fabaceae Partridge Pea Herb X
Chamaesyce hirta Euphorbiaceae Spurge Herb X
Chamaesyce hypericifolia Euphorbiaceae Graceful Spurge Herb X
Chamaesyce prostrata Euphorbiaceae Spurge Herb X
Clidemia hirta Melastomataceae | Clidemia Herb X
Clusia rosea Clusiaceae Autograph Tree Tree X
Cocceulus trilobus Menispermaceae Huehue Vine I
Cocos nucifera Arecaceae Niu Tree X
Commelina diffusa Commelinaceae Honohono Herb X
Cordyline fruticosa Agavaceae Ki Shrub X
Crotolaria pallida Fabaceae Rattlebox Herb X
*Cuscuia sp. Cuscutaceae Dodder Vine 77?
Desmodium cajanifolium Fabaceae Desmodium Shrub X
Desmodium sandwicense Fabaceae Desmodium Herb X
Desmodium triflorum Fabaceae Desmodium Herb X
Digitaria insularis Poaceae Sourgrass Herb X
Digitaria setigera Poaceae Crabgrass Herb X
Diospyros sandwicensis Ebenaceae Lama Tree I
Eleusine indica Poaceae Wireprass Herb X
Emilia sp. Asteraceae Pualele Herb X
Eragrostis tenella Poaceae Lovegrass Herb X
Hyptis pectinata Lamiaceae Hyptis Shrub X
Indigofera suffruticosa Fabaceae Indigo Shrub X
Page 22
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TABLE 3-2, CONT’D
Scientific Name Family Common Name Life Form Status*
Ipomoea indica Convolvulaceae Koali awa Vine
Kalanchoe pinnata Crassulaceae Air Plant Herb X
Kyllinga brevifolia Cyperaceae Kyllinga Herb X
Lantana camara Verbenaceae Lantana Shrub X
Macroptilium atropurpurenm Fabaceae Phaseolus Vine X
Malvastrum coromandelianum Malvaceae Malvastrum Herb X
Mangifera indica Anacardiaceae Mango Tree X
Melinis minwtiflora Poaceae Molassas Grass Herb X
Melochia umbeliata Sterculiaceae Melochia Tree X
Metrosideros polymorpha Myrtaceae Ohia Tree I
Mimosa pudica Fabaceae Sensitive Plant Herb X
Morinda citrifolia Rubiaceae Noni Shrub X
Oplismenus hirtelius Poaceae Basket Grass Herb X
Oxalis corniculata Oxalidaceae Wood Sorrel Herb 1?
Paederia scandens Rubiacaeae Kukai Maile Vine X
Pandanus tectorius Pandanaceae Hala Tree X
Panicium maximum Poaceae Guinea prass Herb X
Paspalum conjugatum Poaceae Hilo Grass
Passiflora foetida Passifloraceae Lave-in-a-Mist Vine X
Pennisetum polystachion Poacea Feathery Herb X
Pennisetum
Pennisetum purpureum Poaceae Napier Grass Herb X
Peperomia leptostachya Piperaceae Peperomia Herb i
Phyllantus debilis Euphorbiaceae Niuri Herb X
Psidium cattleianum Myrtaceae Waiawi Tree X
Psidium guajava Myrtaceae Guava Tree X
Pvereus polystachyos Cyperaceae Cyperus Herb X
Rhvnchelytrum repens Poaceae Natal Redtop Herb X
Rubus rosifolius Rosaceae Thimbleberry Herb X
Schinus terebinthifolius Anacardiaceae Christmas Berry Shrub X
Schizachyrium condensatum Poaceae 77 Herb X
Scindapsus aureus Araceae Taro Vine Vine X
Sida spinosa Malvaceae Sida Herb X
Silene gallica Caryophyllaceae Catchfly Herb X
Solanum americanum Solonaceae Popolo Herb I
Sporobolus diander Poaceae Smutprass Herb X
Sporobolus indicus Poaceae Smutgrass Herb X
Stachytarpheta urticifolia Verbenaceae Vervain Herb X
Syzygium cumini Myriaceae Java Plum Tree X
Terminalia catappa Combretaceac Faise kamani Tree X
Trema orientalis Ulmaceae Gunpowder Tree Tree X
Wedelia trilobata Asteraceae Wedelia Herb X
**Wikstroemia sp. Thymelaeaceae Akia Shrub I
X = alien, E = endemic, | = indigenous, End = Federal and State listed Endangered Species
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Construction of the road would involve removal of vegetation, including a number of trees.
While most of the route involves alien vegetation with no biological conservation value, the
eastern portion includes areas with native and Polynesian-introduced species. The landscaping
plan mmwwwm as discussed in the previous
section concerning scenic impacts, could also mitigate for any loss of this vegetation.

3.2.2 Terrestrial Fauna
Existing Environment

The area supports a variety of common alien mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. More
importantly, several species of native birds forage or fly over the site, including the Hawaiian
hawk or ‘io (Buteo solitarius), an endangered species, and Amakihi (Hemignathus virens virens),
a species which has been making a comeback in coastal ‘ohi‘a forests. Newell’s shearwater
(Puffinus auricularis newelli), another endangered species, may also traverse the area, as it has
been detected flying over Kapoho on its way between the ocean and inland nesting sites.
Foraging habitat for Hawai‘i’s only land mammal, the endangered Lasiurus cinereus semotus
(the ‘ope ‘ape ‘a or Hawaiian hoary bat), may also be present.

Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

The removal of vegetation and construction of a new road in this largely disturbed area should
not adversely impact native fauna. The trees to be removed are not of the size or species to
provide nests for the Hawaiian Hawk, and the amount of vegetation to be removed is not
significant in terms of the foraging needs of native birds or the Hawaiian Hoary Bat. No
lighting, which may disorient seabirds such as the Newell’s shearwater, is planned, and no effect
on this species is expected.

3.2.2 Wetlands and Aquatic Habitat
Existing Environment

Anchialine pools and tidal wetlands surrounding or adjacent the existing route (but not the
realignment route) support native and Polynesian-introduced vegetation (including milo) and
fauna. A red shrimp (‘opae 'ula, Metabetaeus Johena) considered a “species of concern” by U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, is present. Although not protected under the Endangered Species Act,
such species are considered rare and may eventually become threatened or endangered.

A section of the present roadway corridor is located adjacent to (and at times, within) these
wetlands, and is subject to inundation by ocean waves. Some impact to wetlands water quality
may exist in the form of sediment loading from erosion of the roadway surface and hydrocarbons
associated with vehicles.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The No-Build Alternative would continue impacts upon this wetland area. Either proposed Build
Alternative would realign the roadway away from both wetlands and coastal aquatic habitats.
The potential for impact to aquatic and wetland water quality from erosion of the roadway
surface would be reduced.

Under either of the Build Alternatives, short and long-term impacts to marine habitat downslope
of the proposed project would be avoided by the runoff containment measures that will occur
through the drainage improvements and by adhering to the best management practices specified
in the permits to which the project will be subject (see Section 3.4).

33 Socioeconomic
3.3.1 Land Use
Existing Land Use and Impacts

Land use along the project corridor is predominantly recreational or vacant. Plans for the
Oneloa Onsen and Sports Complex (Takemoto n.d.) were unveiled in the 1990s for a large
section of property that includes TMK 1-4-02:13. According to the EIS, the small triangle of
property in this parcel affected by the proposed road was planned for preservation and no effect
upon the use of the property for a resort, should it proceed, is expected. The County of Hawai‘i
is working to expand Isaac Hale County Park into TMK 1-3-08:16. Park planning has accounted
for the possibility of a road in the proposed realignment corridor. The project is thus not
expected to affect any current or proposed land use along the corridor.

3.3.2 Land Use Designations

Planning responsibility for the island of Hawai‘i rests with the Hawai‘i County Planning
Department and Planning Commission and the State Land Use Commission.

Hawai'i County General Plan
The General Plan for the County of Hawai‘i, adopted by ordinance in 2005, is a policy document

expressing the broad goals and policies for the long-range development of the island of Hawai‘i.
The County General Plan calls for the following among its Transportation Goals:

. Provide a transportation system whereby people and goods can move efficiently,
safely, comfortably and economically.

. Make available a variety of modes of transportation that best meet the needs of
the County.

. Provide a system of thoroughfares and streets for the safe, efficient and

comfortable movement of people and goods between and within the various

Page 25



Pohoiki Bypass Environmental Assessment

sections of the County.
. Provide an integrated State and County system so that new major routes would
complement and encourage proposed land uses.

The Transportation Section of the County General Plan Standards Section states:

. Transportation systems shall meet the requirements of the U.S. Department of
Transportation, the State Department of Transportation and the County of Hawaii.

The current present roadway does not meet such standards because the right-of-way is of
substandard width, a portion of the roadway is frequently inundated by the ocean, and the
roadway has non-conformant intersections (e.g., at Isaac Hale County Park). The proposed
project would bring the project corridor up to applicable County road standards.

General Plan Facilities and LUPAG Maps

These map components of the General Plan together establish the basic urban and non-urban
form for areas within the planned public and cultural facilities, public utilities and safety
features, and transportation corridors.

The Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide (LUPAG) map is a graphic representation of the Plan’s
goals and policies. Lands surrounding, and some lands within, the project corridor are
designated as proposed important agricultural lands and extensive agricultural lands. These
Land Use designations are consistent with the proposed project.

County Zoning, State Land Use District and Special Management Area

All 1and in the State of Hawai'i is classified into one of four land use categories — Urban, Rural,
Agricultural, or Conservation — by the State Land Use Commission. The project corridor is
designated Agricultural, and the project would be an identified use for this district. County
zoning for properties along the project corridor is zoned agricultural, consistent with the
proposed project. A portion of the project area is within the Special Management Area (SMA)
(Fig. 3-3).

Project in Context of Land Use Designations
The project is consistent with all land use designations. No rezoning, or land use reclassification,
is required for the project. A Special Management Area use permit will be required from the

Hawai‘i County Planning Commission, and a subdivision permit from the Hawai‘i County
Planning Department will be necessary for acquisition of right-of-way.
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3.3.3 Demographics and Community Identity

Existing Environment

The U.S. Census Bureau collects detailed data for a region encompassing the rural area centered

on Pahoa and extending from Kaimu to Hawaiian Beaches (Fig. 3-4; Table 3-3). The 2000 U.S.
Census of Population provides the most recent demographic information. Table 3-3 presents
demographic data for the census tract that contains the project area, for the Puna District as a
whole, and for the entire County of Hawai‘i. Despite substantial construction and population

growth, the general picture provided by the census data are still reasonably accurate for Puna. In
general, the area has a somewhat lower median home value than the Puna district as a whole, and

has a higher proportion of whites.

Figure 3-4
Census Tract and Block Groups in Project Area
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_ Table 3-3
Demographic Characteristics of Project Area Census Subdivisions
Demographic Area Population Persons/ Ethnic Percent Median
Description House-hold Characteristics Hawaiian Home
(in percent) Value
Census Tract 21 1, Block 1,773 2.75 Asia/Pac 28.2 13.4 $89,200
Group 2 - Project Area White 42,6
Other  29.2
Puna District - Census 31,335 2.81 Asia/Pac 41.1 11.1 $104,150
Tracts 210.01, 210.02, White 344
211 Other 245
- Asia/Pac 44.3
1 7
Hawai‘i County 148,677 2.75 White  31.5 11.2 $155,400
Other 242

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census: 2000 Census of Population, General Population Characteristics,” 2000 CP-1-13.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No relocation of residences, businesses, community organizations or farms would occur because
of the project. No effects on community identity or cohesion are expected.

Right-of-Way Taking
Alternative 1 would require approximately 2.92 acres of right-of-way, and Alternative 2 would
require about 2.83 acres. Acquisition of property for right-of-way will be satisfied in
conformance to the requirements of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Act of 1970, as amended. The EA preconsultation process has involved notification
of and coordination with property owners.

3.3.4 Public Services and Facilities

Existing Facilities and Services, Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Water Service and Wastewater

No water or wastewater service is available nearby or necessary for the project.

Electrical and Telephone Utilities

No electrical service is available in the project area. As no streetlights are proposed, there is no
need for electricity. No telephone service is available or needed.
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Solid Waste

The County Department of Environmental Management operates two landfills on the island of
Hawai‘i, one in Hilo and on at Pu‘vanahulu in North Kona. The lifetime of the Hilo landfill is
nearly complete, and it is expected that recycling, solid waste hauling and some for of waste-to-
energy facility will be required by the year 2010 for East Hawai‘i solid waste.

Construction of the proposed project will involve short-term generation of solid waste typicat of
road construction activities, particularly rock, vegetation and other debris produced by land
clearing. The contractor will be required to remove all debris and properly dispose of it in
conformance with County regulations. Because of the small scale of the project, no substantial
impact on County solid waste facilities is expected.

Police, Fire and Emergency

Pahoa Fire Station provides both fire and emergency medical services for the area. Police,
services are provided via the Kea‘au Police Station, with a substation in Pahoa. Response time
for police, fire and emergency medical services will be slightly improved by providing a new
route and better roadway for emergency vehicles.

In a comment letter of February 14, 2005 (see Appendix 1a}, the Hawai‘i County Civil Defense
Agency expressed concern that road design consider the location of a proposed new emergency
siren. According to mapping by Pohoiki Bypass project engineers SSFM International Inc., the
proposed siren location is approximately 100 feet from the road (see Figure 5 of Appendix 2),
and no adverse impacts upon the construction or operation of the siren are anticipated.

Other Services

Kua O Ka La Public Charter School is located about % mile from the project area at Puala‘a.
Access to this school will be improved by the project and the potential for road closure
significantly reduced.
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3.3.5 Cultural Resources
Existing Environment

The cultural resources of the project area, which spans the ahupua‘a of Pohoiki and Oneloa -
were assessed primarily through consultation of an extensive 1998 document prepared by Kepa
Maly as part of the EIS for the Oneloa Onsen project: Puna, Ka ‘Aina I Ka Hikina 4 Ka La: A
Cultural Assessment Study — Archival and Historical Documentary Research and Oral History
Interviews, for the Ahupua‘a of ‘Ahalanui, Laepao’o, and Oneloa (with Pohoiki). This work
draws together a large number of informant narratives, both historical and contemporary,
including long-term residents of the area and cultural practitioners, many with extensive family
histories in the project area. Another source of information were interviews conducted with local
informants as part of an archaeological inventory survey for Ahalanui and Isaac Hale County
Parks (Devereux et al 1998).

Background

The traditional fame of Puna rests in its groves of hala and ‘awa, its association with Pele and
her lava flows, and, perhaps surprisingly to many outsiders, the rising of the sun. Many of the
cinder cone hills of the Kumukahi region, northeast of the project area, were used to measure the
rising of the sun at various times of the year.

A traditional saying related by Maly is:

“Hiki mai ka la ma ka hikina  The sun arrives from the east

Ke pi‘i mai a‘e la i Hanaka 'ulua Climbing above Hanaka*ulua'

Ka hikina a ka Id ma Kumukahi, The sun arrives at Kumukahi,

Ka welona a ka 13, kau i Lehua... And the sun is seen fluttering as it sets at Lehua...
(pers comm., M.K. Pukui; 1977)”

The hala groves of Puna were useful for weaving (Puna residents were known as master
weavers), beautiful to view or scent, and were emblematic of the entire district. Another saying
from Mary K. Pukui is:

Puna paia ‘ala i ka hala (Puna, with walls fragrant with pandanus blossoms)

The oldest archaeological features in the project area are the age of the oldest lava flows — dating
to the 13" century. In these times, the primary livelihood focused on agriculture and collection
of marine resources After this time, the archaeological record indicates that population
increased and society became more complex, the implementation of the formal system of land
management with the ahupua‘a as the basic unit in the 16th century (Ibid:10-11).

! Hanaka‘ulua is a cove in the land of Kapoho, near the southwestern the boundary of Kapoho and Puala'a;
Kumukahi is the eastern most point on the island of Hawai‘i, situated in the land of Kula; and Lehua is one of the
Northwestern most of the Hawaiian Islands.
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The sparseness of settlement of the area was noted by members of Captain James Cook’s
expedition, who sailed along the Puna coast in 1779 and were the first westerners to view the
area (Ibid: 33).

The first half of the 19" century witnessed throughout the islands a series of massive upheavals
of traditional Hawaiian society. The kapu system was overthrown and western missionaries
arrived soon after, in part precipitating widespread emigration to population centers. This
concentration may have facilitated the communication and consequent devastation wrought by
introduced diseases. From missionary records the population of Hawai‘i Island is estimated at
85,000 in 1823, falling to 25,864 in 1850 (Ibid: 48). Analogous figures for only Puna, or the
project area, do not exist, but they probably followed a similar declining trend.

Traditional Land Uses of the Project Area and Surroundings

Maly’s work compiled information regarding land use in Puna and the project area, which
consisted mainly of subsistence agriculture and gathering. Inside the ubiquitous coastal hala
forests of Puna, itself an important raw material for weaving, Maly stated that traditionally Puna
residents:

«...gathered and cultivated dry- and wet-land kalo (taro); 'wala (sweet potatoes), pi‘a, whi,
and hoi (yams); hue (gourds), pia (arrowroot); ‘awa (Piper methysticum), ko (sugarcanes);
wauke (paper mulbeny); mai ‘a (bananas); ‘ulu (breadfruit); and niu (coconuts) etc.” (p. 21).

In Native Planters (pp. 540-541), Handy et al. described the project area as having “wet and
marshy pandanus forests™ that “used to be planted with taro in places”. Pia, or arrowroot (Tacca
leintopetaloides), was also a valuable food source in the area. Although pia must be carefully
cultivated, it has survived in some locations in ‘ Ahalanui, near the project area.

Historical Narrative Accounts

Maly compiled a number of accounts that describe visits to Puna during the first half of the 19™
century. Most of these describe the natural beauty and relative sparseness of population of the
area, while there is little information related concerning native Hawaiian practices in the area.
William Ellis, a British missionary who toured Hawai'i Island in 1823, described the area:

“The population in this part of Puna, though somewhat numerous, did not appear to possess
the means of subsistence in any great variety or abundance; and we have often been surprised
to find desolate coasts more thickly inhabited than some of the fertile tracts in the interior; a
circumstance we can only account for, by supposing that the facilities which the former
afford for fishing, induce the natives to prefer them as places of abode; for they find that
where the coast is low, the adjacent water is usually shallow.” (Ibid: 45)
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Later visits by missionaries would find a declining and aging population. As related in 1875 and
1890 in Henry M. Whitney’s Hawaiian Guide Book, most natives left the area, and entrepreneurs
such as R. Rycroft began moving in to plant coffee and mill local woods (Ibid: 85). During the
next century the land was also used for grazing animals, coconuts, and commercial ‘awa.

Contemporary Informant Accounts

Maly (1998) and Devereux et al (1998) held discussions with local informants familiar with the
area between, and including, Kapoho and Isaac Hale Parks. Although Maly’s interviews were
focused on Oneloa and Devereux’s on the County parks, the discussions were wide-ranging and
treated the project area as well. In several interviews, John Hale, who has since passed away,
discussed the fact that much of the area has been cleared for coffee, papaya and ranching, and
that very few cultural areas such as heiau or burial grounds remained as a result (Ibid: 51). He,
along with other informants in the interviews, stressed the importance of replanting trees when
they are cut down for wood, to clear construction areas, or for other reasons. Specifically
mentioned were hala, alahe 'e, coconut, mango, wfu, kamani, and lama.

Cultural Resources Identified Through Documentary or Informant Sources

Important botanical and archaeological resources and areas associated with traditional accounts
are present in this general area of Puna. The nearby ahupua‘a of Ahalanui is rich with unusual
botanical specimens such as ‘awa and pia, as well as almost pure stands of hala, which is still
gathered. Extensive fieldwork and research performed for this and other projects in the area,
however, indicate the corridor does not contain rare plants, places associated with legend, or
archaeological resources.

One of the most important cultural resources requiring protection in the general area are burials,
Several burials in the Puna area have experienced desecration through willful or inadvertent acts.
The project archaeologist discussed nearby burial locations with a knowledgeable local resident,
Keikialoha Kekipi, who also has ancestral ties to the area, and verified locations through
fieldwork. The project route was specifically designed to avoid any direct impacts and to
produce the minimum potential for indirect (increased access impacts).

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

No significant archaeological features will be affected, and any direct or indirect impacts to
burials have been avoided. Although gathering occurs in the general area, most of the specific
route occurs in heavily degraded forest with few native plants. One of the realities of road
construction in windward areas of Hawai‘i is that it usually requires the removal of trees. In this
case, hala, kamani, and niu (coconut) trees at the extreme northeastern end, and a mango tree on
the southwestern end, will require removal. Although these are widespread in the area, the
sentiments concerning the sanctity of Hawaiian plants and trees and the necessity to replant
reinforces the importance of landscaping with native trees, discussed above in Section 3.2.1. As
additional mitigation, it is suggested that local practitioners be permitted to salvage wood.
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3.3.6 Historic Sites/Archaeological Resources

An archaeological inventory survey of the project area was performed by Rechtman Consulting,
It is attached as Appendix 3 and summarized below.

Existing Environment

The portion of the current project area within TMK 1-4-02:13 has already been the subject of
several reconnaissance and archaeological inventory surveys (Dunn et al. 1995; Kennedy et al.
1990; Kennedy et al. 1991; Bevacqua and Dye 1972). These studies identified a total of five
features within the current study area that were assigned agricultural functions as part of a larger
“carpet” of 611 agricultural features described as SIHP Site 12157 (Dunn et al. 1995:35). This
site was initially evaluated as significant for the information that it contained (Criterion D of the
State Historic Preservation Division’s significance criteria). Following inventory work that
mapped, measured, and photographed the site, it was considered “no longer significant,” and
recommended for no further work (Dunn et al. 1995:102). The Department of Land and Natural
Resources-State Historic Preservation Division (DLNR-SHPD) approved the “no further wor »
treatment for SIHP Site 12157. The portion of the project area within TMK 1-3-08:16 was also
part of an earlier inventory survey (Devereux et al. 1998) in which no sites were found within the
current study area. The portion of the project area in TMK 1-4-02:9 had not been previously
surveyed for archaeological sites.

Previous surveys notwithstanding, archaeologists surveyed the entire project area (i.e., all areas
affected by road construction, including 100 feet on all sides) as part of the current field survey.
No new sites found anywhere with the overall project area. The portion of the project area within
TMKs 1-4-02:9 and 1-3-08:16 had been totally mechanically grubbed in the past. In the portion
of the study area within TMK 1-4-02:13, the previously identified features of SIHP Site 12157
(Dunn et al. 1995; Kennedy et al. 1990; Kennedy et al. 1991) were encountered. The formal
attributes of these features generally matched the descriptions provided in the earlier studies. No
new features were observed.

Additionally, archaeologists verified the location of two previously recorded burial sites to
determine their spatial relationship to the project area. Site 12133 is a platform, and Site 12156
is a lava tube blister. In the interest of protecting these resources, this EA does not disclose their
Jocation. It is important to note that they are not approached by the proposed realignment
corridor, which lies roughly the same distance from them as the existing Highway 137.

Impacts and Mitigation Measures

As no new sites were encountered and the observed features of SIHP Site 12157 have already
been mitigated (Dunn et al. 1995), it is the conclusion of the current study that the proposed
realignment of Highway 137 will not directly impact any known archaeological sites.
Consideration has also been given to potential indirect impacts to the aforementioned burial sites
as a result of possible increased foot traffic (people parking on the roadside and walking into the
bush). It is concluded, however, that in and of itself the new roadway will not bring added foot
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traffic to the area and that the distance of the roadway shoulder will be no closer to these sites
than is the current existing condition. Therefore there will be no increased potential for indirect
impacts. It should be noted that maintaining a more-than-adequate buffer from these features
guided the placement of the proposed realignment corridor.

3.3.7 Agricultural Land

Consultation of maps of important farmland provided by the U.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Service (USNRCS) determined that lands identified as Other Important Lands in
the Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State of Hawaii (ALISH) map series are present.
Field inspection determined that no farming or animal husbandry operations are present within
the corridor, so no farming operations would be adversely impacted by the project. Inthe
context of the abundant unfarmed Important Agricultural Land in the Puna District, the

conversion of several acres of former farmland to road right-of-way s not considered significant.

3.3.8 Hazardous Materials and Toxic Substances

Myounghee Noh & Associates prepared a Phase ] Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the
project site (TMKs 1-4-002:009, 1-4-002:013, & 1-3-008:016). This report is attached as
Appendix 4 and is summarized below.

Existing Environment

This Phase 1 ESA sought to identify Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) on the
project site, and any in the surrounding project area that might impact the subject property, by
performing the following actions:

1) A database search of federal and State databases of hazardous material use, storage, and
releases, including, but not limited to, hazardous material generators, leaking

underground storage tanks, and reported hazardous material releases;

2) Interviews with landowners, nearby residents, and regulatory agency members
concerning the subject property’s history of land use;

3) Searches of other records, such as tax records, aerial photography, and fire insurance
maps; and

4) A visual survey of the project site.

The term recognized environmental conditions means the presence or likely presence of any
hazardous substances or petroleum products on the property under conditions that indicate an
existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release into structures on the property or
into the ground, ground water, of surface water of the property (American Society for Testing
and Materials [ASTM], 2000). The ASTM standard is the accepted industry standard for Phase |
Environmental Site Assessments, but this standard will soon be replaced by a new standard
determined by the EPA. Accordingly, while this EPA standard is not yet effective, the Phase I
Environmental Site Assessment conformed to both the ASTM and the proposed EPA standards.
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Database Search for Subject and Adjoining Property

The subject and adjoining properties were not listed in any of the federal and state databases
searched. The findings are summarized in the following table:

Table 3-4
Federal and State Hazardous Material Database Search Results
Search Type Distance Findings
' Searched

Federal NPL Site List 1 1 mile None
Federal RCRA CORRACTS TSD | 1 mile None
Facilities List

State Hazardous Waste Sites 1 mile None
Federal CERCLIS List %2 mile None
Federal RCRA Non-CORRACTS | ¥: mile None
TSD Facilities List

State-Equivalent CERCLIS ¥: mile None
State Landfill and/or Solid Waste | %2 mile None
Disposal Site List

State Leaking UST List Y. mile None
Federal RCRA Generators List % mile None
State Registered UST List % mile None
Federal ERNS List Subject Site None
State Spill List Subject Site None

See Appendix 4 for explanation of lists.

Site Check:

During a site check conducted on August 20, 2004, MNA observed the subject site to be vacant
and undeveloped. Abandoned vehicles were noted.

Storage Tanks

MNA found no evidence of the presence of USTs or aboveground storage tanks on the subject
property.

Potential Asbestos-, PCB- or Lead-Containing Material

There was no evidence of potential asbestos-, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB)-, or lead-
containing material on the subject site, except for the area with the abandoned vehicles. The soil
under the abandoned vehicles may contain PCBs and heavy metals including lead. Sampling and
analysis of material or other potential hazardous substances was not part of this ESA.
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Offsite Contamination Source

The Phase I ESA found no potential offsite contamination sources that may migrate to the
subject properties.

Site Use History

A review of available aerial photographs, tax records, topographic maps, and interviews with
nearby residents revealed that the subject site was used for agricultural purposes or was vacant
since the earliest time for which information was available (i.e., 1951).

Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

MNA found no recognized environmental conditions on the subject or nearby properties. The
Phase I environmental assessment therefore recommended no further assessments.

3.3.9 Transportation
Existing Conditions

Motor vehicle traffic is generally light on County Road 137 between Kapoho and Pohoiki. No
County or State traffic counts are available for the area

The Kaimu-Kapoho Road does not currently have bike lanes, but bicyclists are common.
Pedestrian use of project roadways is fairly light except near Isaac Hale County Park, on the
section of roadway proposed to be bypassed. The Bike Plan Hawaii (HDOT 2003), which serves
as the guide for implementation of bikeways for the State of Hawai*i, designates the Kaimu-
Kapoho Road as a shared roadway with signage, a facility that usually has at least 12-foot lanes,
often with no shoulders.

Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

The proposed project would improve conditions for motor vehicles by providing a road that
conforms to current County standards and avoids an area that is difficult to traverse during high
tides or storms. The realigned section is planned to have 10-foot lanes, with 5 feet of paved
shoulder, which is suitable for a shared roadway for bicycles. In addition, the bypassed section
of the road will be an excellent corridor for bicycle and pedestrian use.
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3.3.10 Growth-Inducing, Cumulative and Secondary Impacts

The proposed project would serve to improve a section of County roadway in the Puna district.
Population density in the area is low, and most visitors to the area make use of the recreational
resources. Isaac Hale County Park has the only boat ramp in the area and Pohoiki Bay is also a
popular surfing, swimming, snorkeling, and fishing spot. Because the project will simply serve
to improve the substandard quality of the existing roadway, the project is not expected to
promote use or growth of the area.

Cumulative impacts result when implementation of several projects that individually have minor
impacts combine to produce more severe impacts or conflicts among mitigation measures, No
other road projects are planned for the area. All adverse impacts of the current project related to
native species/habitat, wetlands, water quality, erosion, historic sites, and other areas of concern
are either non-existent or extremely restricted in geographic scale, negligible, and capable of
mitigation through proper enforcement of permit conditions. Therefore, such adverse impacts
would not tend to be cumulative in relation to this or other projects.

Construction projects sometimes have the potential to induce secondary physical and social
impacts that are only indirectly related to project. For example, construction of a new recreation
facility can lead to changes in traffic patterns that produce impacts to noise and air quality for a
previously unimpacted neighborhood. In this case, the proposed project’s impacts are limited to
direct impacts at the site itself, and there does not appear to be any potential for secondary
impacts.

3.4  Construction-Phase Impacts

Construction of the proposed project would last approximately six months. During this period
construction vehicles, power tools and heavy equipment would generate noise, traffic congestion,
exhaust emissions and the potential for soil erosion.

3.4.1 Sediments, Water Quality and F looding
Impacts

Uncontrolled excess sediment from soil erosion during and after road construction can irpact
natural watercourses, water quality and flooding potential. Contaminants associated with heavy
equipment and other sources during construction may also impact receiving stream, ocean and
ground water.

Proposed Mitigation Measures

Because of the limited scale of construction and the environmental setting, the risks for flooding
or impacts to water quality are negligible. No impacts to stream banks or stream waters will
occur. However, in order to ensure that any impact is minimized, the contractor shall perform all
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earthwork and grading in conformance with Chapter 10, Erosion and Sediment Control, Hawai‘i
County Code. Because the project will disturb more than one acre of soil, an National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit must be obtained by the contractor before the
project commences. This permit requires the completion of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP). In order to properly manage storm water runoff, the SWPPP will describe the
emplacement of a number of best management practices (BMPs) for the project. These BMPs
may include measures such as the following;

* Minimization of soil loss and erosion by revegetation and stabilization of slopes and
disturbed areas of soil, possibly using hydromulch, geotextiles, or binding substances, as
soon as possible after working;

* Minimization of sediment loss by emplacement of structural controls possibly including
silt fences, gravel bags, sediment ponds, check dams, and other barriers in order to retard
and prevent the loss of sediment from the site;

* Minimizing disturbance of soil during periods of heavy rain;

*» Phasing of the project in order to disturb a minimum necessary area of soil at a particular
time;

¢ Application of protective covers to soil and material stockpiles;

Construction and use of a stabilized construction vehicle entrance, with designated

vehicle wash area that discharges to a sediment pond;

Washing of vehicies in the designated wash area before they egress the project site;

Use of drip pans beneath vehicles not in use in order to trap vehicle fluids;

Routine maintenance of BMPs by adequately trained personnel;

Coordination of storm water BMPs and wind erosion BMPs whenever possible; and

Significant leaks or spills, if they occur, shall be properly cleaned up and disposed of at

an approved site,

3.4.2  Air Quality
Impacts

Construction can cause short-term direct and indirect air quality impacts through fupitive dust
from vehicle movement and soil excavation, as well as exhaust emissions from on-site
construction equipment.

Fugitive dust emissions may arise from the grading and dirt-moving activities associated with
site clearing and preparation work. The State of Hawai‘i Air Pollution Control Regulations
(Chapter 11-60, HAR) prohibit visible emissions of fugitive dust from construction activities
beyond the property line. Thus, an effective dust control plan for the project construction phase
is essential.
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Mitigation

Adequate fugitive dust control can usually be accomplished by the establishment of a frequent
watering program to keep bare-dirt surfaces in construction areas from becoming significant
sources of dust. In dust-prone or dust-sensitive areas, other control measures such as limiting the
area that can be disturbed at any given time, applying chemical soil stabilizers, mulching and/or
using wind screens may be necessary. Control regulations further stipulate that open-bodied
trucks be covered at all times when in motion if they are transporting materials that could be
blown away. Haul trucks tracking dirt onto paved streets from unpaved areas is often a
significant source of dust in construction areas. Some means to alleviate this problem, such as
road cleaning or tire washing, may be appropriate. Paving of parking areas and/or establishment
of landscaping as early in the construction schedule as possible can also lower the potential for
fugitive dust emissions.

On-site mobile and stationary construction equipment also would emit air pollutants from engine
exhausts. The largest of this equipment is usually diesel-powered. Nitrogen oxide emissions
from diesel engines can be relatively high compared to gasoline-powered equipment, but the
standard for nitrogen dioxide is set on an annual basis and is not likely to be violated by
short-term construction equipment emissions. Carbon monoxide emissions from diesel engines,
on the other hand, are low and should be relatively insignificant, considering the setting far from
sensitive uses.

In addition, to aveid air quality impacts from slow-moving construction vehicles traveling to and
from the site on major roadways, heavy construction equipment should be moved on-site during
periods of low traffic volume.

3.4.3 Noise
Impacts

Construction would resuit in noise from grading, blasting, compressors, vehicle and equipment
engines, and other sources. Construction activities may exceed 95 decibels (dB) at times.

Mitigation

The State of Hawai‘i requires contractors engaged in road construction activities to conform with
Title 11, Chapter 46, HAR {Community Noise Control). The Hawai‘i State Department of
Health’s (HDOH) Noise, Radiation and Indoor Air Quality Branch issues permits for
construction activities which may generate noise. The permit is applied for during the
construction phase by the contractor. HDOH will review the type of activity, location,
equipment, project purpose, and timetable in order to decide upon conditions and mitigation
measures. Possible measures include restriction of equipment type, maintenance requirements,
restricted hours, and portable noise barriers. The precise combination of mitigation measures, if
any, shall be specified by HDOH prior to construction.
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3.4.4 Traffic Congestion

Impacts
The proposed action would require construction vehicles needed for grading, hauling fill and
construction access the project sites during a period of several months. For short intervals during
the construction period, operation of construction equipment, trucks, and worker vehicles may
temporarily impede traffic on Kaimu-Kapoho Road,
Mitigation
The contractor will be required to develop a traffic control plan during the design phase of the
project that will outline the steps needed to minimize congestion and maintain access to adjacent
properties at ail times during construction.

3.4.5 Public Utilities

Impacts

No public utilities such as water lines, electric and telephone lines, wastewater or drainage
facilities are present, and none will be affected by construction of the project.

3.5  Required Permits and Approvals

Several permits and approvals are required to implement this project. They are listed here under
their granting agencies.

State Historic Preservation Officer

a. Finding of No Adverse Effects or No Effects to Significant Historic Sites
State Department of Health:

a. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit

b. Community Noise Control Construction Noise Permit

County Department of Public Works:

a. Permits for Grading, Grubbing, and Stockpiling
County Planning Department

a. Permit for Subdivision

b. Special Management Area Permit
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COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

4.1 Agencies, Organizations and Individuals Contacted

The following agencies and organizations received a letter inviting their participation in the

preparation of the Environmental Assessment or were contacted during preparation of the EA.

® & & & 8 & & & & 0 0

Peter Young, Director, Hawai‘i State Dept. of Land and Natural Resources
Administrator, State Historic Preservation Division
Stanley Tamura, Hawai‘i Dist. Engineer, Hawai‘i Dept. of Transportation ~Highways
Gary Safarik, Council Chair, Hawai‘i County Council
Christopher J. Yuen, Director, Hawai‘i County Planning Dept.
omata, Hawai‘l Cou g a
Kapoho Community Association
Pohoiki Fisherman’s Association
Kua O Ka La Public Charter School
Malama O Puna
Friends of Pohoiki

-

The County of Hawai‘i invited public participation in the Pohoiki-Kaimu Road Realignment
project through discussions and meetings with neighborhood residents, community members and
school administration officials potentially impacted by the project.
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5 LIST OF DOCUMENT PREPARERS

This Environmental Assessment was prepared for the County of Hawai‘i by Geometrician
Associates. The following companies and individuals were involved:

Geometrician Associates, Prime Consultant

Ron Terry, Ph.D., Lead Scientist
B.A., 1980, University of Hawai‘i, Geography
Ph.D., 1988, Louisiana State University, Geography

Graham Knopp, Ph.D., Environmental Scientist
B.S., 1992, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Physics
Ph.D., 1997, University of Hawai‘i, Astronomy

SSFM International Inc., Engincering Consultant

Neal F. Herbert, P.E., Project Engineer
B.C.E., 1965, Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute, Civil Engineering
M.S.A., 1973, George Washington University, Management Engineering

Kawika Uyehara, P.E., Project Engineer
B.S., 1998, University of Washington, Civil Engineering

Rechtman Consulting, Archaeology
Robert Rechtman, Ph.D., Archaeologist
B.A., 1983, UCLA, Anthropology
Ph.D. 1992, UCLA, Anthropology
Myounghee Noh & Associates LLC, Phase I ESA
Myounghee Noh, Environmental Specialist

B.S. Chemistry / Biology, Troy State University, AL; 1986
M.S. Organic Chemistry, University of Hawai‘i, HI; 1991
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6 STATE OF HAWAI‘l ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FINDINGS

Section 11-200-12 of the State Administrative Rules sets forth the criteria by which the
significance of environmental impacts shall be evaluated. The following discussion paraphrases
these criteria individually and evaluates the project’s relation to each.

1. The project will not involve an irrevocable commitment or loss or destruction of any
natural or cultural resources. The State Historic Preservation Officer is expected to
concur that no effect to any significant historic site would occur as a result of the
proposed project. Some use of semi-natural forest is involved, but direct and indirect
impacts to wetlands should be decreased.

2. The project will not curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment. No future
beneficial use will be affected in any way by the proposed project. The project will
improve the quality of Isaac Hale County Park, and will improve the beneficial use of a
portion of shoreline area through relocation of most traffic away from the shoreline.

3. The project will not conflict with the State's long-term environmental policies. The
State’s long-term environmental policies are set forth in Chapter 344, HRS. The broad
goals of this pulicy are to conserve natural resources and enhance the quality of life. A
number of specific guidelines support these geals. No aspect of the proposed project
conflicts with these guidelines. The project supports a number of guidelines, including
those calling for maintenance of an integrated system of State land use planning which
coordinates State and County plans, and encouraging transportation systems in harmony
with the lifestyle of the people and the environment.

4. The project will not substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the
community or State., The improvements will benefit the social and economic welfare of
Puna. It will improve the transportation system in terms of safety, efficiency, and energy
consumption by providing a more efficient roadway for motor vehicles, pedestrians, and
bicyclists, and will ensure the continuation of an important evacuation route.

5. The project does not substantially affect public health in any detrimental way. No
effects to public health are anticipated.

6. The praject will not involve substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes

or effects on public facilities. No adverse secondary effects are expected. The project
will not enable development in any way.

7. The project will not involve a substantial degradation of environmental quality.
Permits mandating implementation of best management practices for activities during
construction will ensure that the project will not degrade environmental quality in any
substantial way. The project will have a beneficial impact on water quality.
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8. The project will not substantially affect any rare, threatened or endangered species of
flora or fauna or habitat. No endangered species of flora or fauna are known to exist on
the proposed realignment corridor or would be affected in any way by the project. A rare
shrimp species that may be present in the wetlands will benefit from realignment of the
road.

9. The project is not one which is individually limited but cumulatively may have
considerable effect upon the environment or involves a commitment for larger actions.
All adverse impacts of the related to native species/habitat, wetlands, water quality,
erosion, historic sites, and other areas of concern are either non-existent or restricted in
geographic scale, negligible, and capable of mitigation through proper enforcement of
permit conditions. Therefore, such impacts would not tend to accumulate in relation to
this or other projects.

10. The project will not detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise levels.
The project will have basically beneficial effects in terms of water quality. There will be
some short-term construction related air and noise quality impacts due to construction
vehicle traffic; however, the project will have an overall beneficial effect on air quality
and noise levels at Isaac Hale County Park.

11. The project will not affect or will likely be damagzd as a result of being located
within an environmentally sensitive area such as flood plains, tsunami zones, erosion-
prone areas, geologically hazardous lands, estuaries, fresh waters or coastal waters.
The project would realign the main roadway away from the adjacent wetlands, as well as
areas that are frequently inundated by high tides and seas, and would therefore have a
beneficial affect on environmentally sensitive area such as floodplains, tsunami zones,
erosion-prone areas, geologically hazardous lands, estuaries, fresh waters or coastal
waters. Although the project is located in a zone exposed to some earthquake and
volcanic hazards, there are no reasonable alternatives.

12. The project will not substantially affect scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in
county or state plans or studies. No scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in county or
state plans or studies are present in the area to be affected, with the exception of the
possible removal of one tree from a large mango grove identified as scenic. Landscaping
mitigation will compensate for the loss of the tree.

13. The project will not require substantial energy consumption. Although input of
energy is required for road construction, a small net benefit is expected because of
improvement in the road conditions and consequent increases in fuel efficiency.

For the reasons above, the Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works has determined that that
the proposed project will not have any significant effect in the context of Chapter 343, Hawai‘i
Revised Statues and section 11-200-12 of the State Administrative Rules, and has issued of a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).
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LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

PETER T, YOUNG
CHARPERSON
BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE WMANAGEMENT

YVONNE Y. ZU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR « WATER

AQUATIC RESOURCES
e . L ' i BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION
oS T - A BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
STATE OF HAWAII CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES EP ORCEVENT
PEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES ,Mg,'g:f,gm
LAND DIVISION rﬁ:\'g&m’:‘u maeassimmn
POST OFFICE BOX 621 snrteﬁm
HONOCLULU, HAWAIl 96808
January 25, 2005
LD/NAV ’
- Ref.: POHOIKIBYPASS.CMT Suspense Date: 2/2/05
MEMORANDUM:
- T0: XXX Division of Forestry & Wildlife

XXX
s XXX
). $. 9.4
XXX
XXX
XXX

Division of State Parks

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation
Commission on Water Resource Management

Engineering Division

Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
Hawaii District Land Office

FROM: Dierdre S. Mamiya, Admini§%43%3é7f7,_2>

” Land

Division

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of Draft
Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District,

Island of Hawaii, Hawaii
. Consultant: Geometrician Associates, LLC

Please review the attached letter dated January 14, 2005 and map,
pertaining to the subjech matter and submit your comments (if any) on
Division letterhead signed and dated by the suspense date.

Should you have any questions, please contact Nick Vaccaro at 587-

0384.

— If this office does not receive your comments by the suspense date, we
will assume there are no comments.

gd/We have no comments () Comments/?pgpch"

Division:

ﬂﬂ/’/ | Signed: /// b4‘7 r .

- Date: /f/ ZZ/ﬂf Name: f&://.ﬁ/:’/ %’z;.,

fa
e
]
1]
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PETER 7. YOUNG
CHAIRPEASON

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF MAWAN COMMISSI0M ON WATER RESOURCE MAMCEMENT
YVONNE Y. tzU
CEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER
duﬂff%m "____“m” ACUATIC RESOLIRCES
SE ' o D eanon
& f B E COMMISSICH ONWATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
N tﬁ: 3 j ﬁ : STATE OF HAWAII CONSERVATION AND RE SOURCES ENF ORCEMENT
_:_rf(_____ 2 DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESCURCES FORE N LIFE
w LAND DIVISION HISTORIC PRESERVATION
= KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
T POST OFFICE BOX 621 STATE PARKS

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809
February 14, 2005

LD-NAV
POHOIKIBYPASSGEQ.RCM

GEOMETRICIAN ASSOCIATES, LLC
Ron Terry, Principal

HC 2 Box 9575

Keaau, Hawaii 96749

Dear Mr. Terry:
1
Subject: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of a Draft
Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District, Island
of Hawaii, Hawaii

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the subject
matter.

A copy of your letter and map dated January 14, 2005, pertaining to the
subject matter was distributed or made available to the following Department
of Land and Natural Resources' Divisions for their review and comment:

-~ Division of Forestry and Wildlife

- Division of State Parks

- Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation
-~ Engineering Division

- Commission on Water Resocurce Management
- Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
- Land-Hawaii District Land office

Enclosed please find a copy of the Division of State Parks and
Engineering Division comments and Division of Forestry and Wildlife response.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources has no other comment to
offer on the subject matter at this time.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Nicholas A.
Vaccaro of the Land Division Support Services Branch at 1-808-587-0384.

Very truly yours,

Z B i L

WARREN F. WEGESEND JR.
Administrator

C: HDLO



PETER T. YOUNG
CHAIRPERSOH
BOARD OF LAND ANO NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION DH WATER RESO\.'R:_‘E MANAGEMENT

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAIL

YVONNE Y. 2U
OEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

Bl OF CONVEYANCES
COMMSSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
STATE OF HAWAII o SNSERATON MO COASTAL NS
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES FORE S A WA DUPE
LAND DIVISION HISTORIC PRESERVATION
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISTION
POST OFFICE BOX 621 STATE PascS
HONOLULU, HAWAIL 96809
January 25, 2005
LD/NAV ’
Ref.: POHOIKIBYPASS.CMT Suspense Date: 2/2/05 ?:;:-1-
Cuy
MEMORANDUM: €
I '
TO: XXX Division of Forestry & Wildlife %g
XXX Division of State Parks -
XXX Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation G
XXX Commission on Water Resource Management ' o tﬁ
XXX Engineering Division 1 &5
XXX Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands i
¥X¥X Hawaii District Land Office m

FROM: Dierdre 5. Mamiya, Adminié%égggéj/7’_t>

Land Division

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of Draft
Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District,
Island of Hawaii, Hawaii

Consultant; Geometrician Associates, LLC
Please review the attached letter dated January 14, 2005 and map,
pertaining to the subject matter and submit your commenis (if any) on
Division letterhead signed and dated by the suspense date.

Should you have any questions, please contact Nick Vaccaro ét 587~
0384.

1f this office does not receive your comments by the suspense date, we
will assume there are no comments.

{ } We have no comments. Comme

nts attached.
Division: ng1ncer; g Signed: Cﬁ

pate: LY, /05~ Name: ERIC T. HIRANO, CHIEF ENGINEER




DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND MATURAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING DIVISION

REF.: POHOIKIBYPASS.CMT

Hawaii.301

COMMENTS

0
X)

()
()

0

()

()

0

We confirm that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is located in
Zone .

Please take note that the project site, according to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), is
located in Zone X. The Flood Insurance Program docs not have any regulations for
development within Zone X,

Please note that the correct Flood Zone Designation for the project site according to the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)is __.

Please note that the project must comply with the rules and regulations of the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) presented in Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (44CFR),
whenever development within a Special Flood Hazard Area is undertaken, If there are any
questions, please contact the State NFIP Coordinator, Ms. Carol Tyau-Beam, of the Department of
Land and Natural Resources, Enginecring Division at (808) 587-0267.

Please be advised that 44CFR indicates the minimum standards sct forth by the NFIP. Your

Community’s local flood ordinance may prove to be more restrictive and thus take precedence

over the minimum NFIP standards. If there are questions regarding the local flood ordinances,

please contact the applicable County NFIP Coordinators below:

O Mr, Robert Sumimoto at (808) 523-4254 or Mr, Mario Siu Li at (808) 523-4247 of the
City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting,

() Mr. Kelly Gomes at (808) 961-8327 (Hilo) or Mr. Kiran Emler at (808) 327-3530 (Kona)
of the County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works.

() Mr. Francis Cerizo at (808) 270-7771 of the County of Maui, Department of Planning.

() Mr. Mario Antonio at (808) 241-6620 of the County of Kauai, Department of Public
Works.

The applicant should include project water demands and infrastructure required to meet water
demands. Please note that the implementation of any State-sponsored projects requiring water
service from the Honolulu Board of Water Supply system must first obtain water allocation credits
from the Engineering Division before it can receive a building permit and/or water meter.

The applicant should provide the water demands and calculations to the Engineering Division so
it can be included in the State Water Projects Plan Update.

Additional Comments:

Other:

Should you have any questions, please call Mr&'mnden of the Planning Branch at 587-0229.
-~ ? ~
Signed:

ERIC T. HIRANO, CHIEF ENGINEER

Date: Z/ / / dr




PETER T. YOUNG
CHAIRPERSON

BOARD OF LAND AHD HATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

LINDA LINGLE . L -
GOVERNOR OF HAWALI .

YVONNEY, ZU
DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER

1' K : AQUATIC RESOURCES
e + BOATING AND OCEAR RECREATION
BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
STATE OF HAWAII CONSERVATION ANDF e COUNCES ENFORCENENT
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES FORE R DL
LAND DIVISION HISTORIC PRESERVATION
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
POST OFFICE BOX 621 STATE PARKS
HONOLULY, HAWAII 96809
January 25, 2005
LD/NAV :
Ref.: POHOIKIBYPASS.CMT Suspense Date: 2/2/05
MEMORANDUM:
TO: / XXX Division of Forestry & Wildlife

XXX Division of State Parks

XXX Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation
KXX Commission on Water Resource Management
¥¥X Engincering Division

XXX Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
XXX Hawaii District Land Office

. : ..%&nl’y‘*}
FROM: Dierdre S. Mamiya, Administftator
Land Division

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of Draft
Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District,
Island of Hawaii, Hawaii
Consultant: Gecometrician Associates, LLC

Please review the attached letter dated January 14, 2005 and map,
pertaining to the subject matter and submit your comments (if any) on
pDivision letterhead signed and dated by the suspense date.

Should you have any questions, please contact Nick Vaccaro ét 587-
0384.

If this office does not receive your comments Dby the suspense date, we
will assume there are no comments.

(' We have no comments. { ) Comments attached.
7 A
Division: Signed: i A ("r G (,/7" ATy
v 4

pace: _ A 26 X% wame:  PAULJ. CONRY, ADMINISTRATOR
DIVISTON OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE




LINDA LINGLE
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MANAGEMENT
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STEFE rik - —_PLANBR YVONNE Y, 22U
—__RESMBT il DEPUTY DIRECTOR » WATER
CLERICA.
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TR LAND DIVISION SEupstraee LiSrReE PRESERVATION
o ; o, ve o COMHENTS & REGu100LAWE 13LANG RESERVE COMMSSION
5 HATVUR L =i 5 POST OFFICE BOX 621 DRAFT REPLY STATE PARKS
HONOLULU, HAWANl 95809 ~—FILE
—_FOLLowupP
___INFQ
__RUN (gll”IEES .
RUSH _—
January 25, 2005 TSEEME
~FAYSEND COPYTO_____
LD/NAV )
Ref.: POHOIKIBYPASS.CMT Suspense Date: 2/2/05
MEMORANDUM:
TO: XXX Division of Forestry & Wildlife )
/XXX Division of State Parks ' e
XXX Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation o
¥XX Commission on Water Resource Management T
XXX Engineering Division -
XXX Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands s
XX¥% Hawaii District Land Office )
)
FROM: Dierdre S. Mamiya, Adminigéég%g? 5
Land Division J
SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of Draft

Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District,
Island of Hawaii, Hawaii
Consultant: Geometrician Associates, LLC

Please review the attached letter dated January 14, 2005 and map,
pertaining to the <ubject matter and submit your comments (if any) on
Division letterhead signed and dated by the suspense date.

Should you have any questions, please contact Nick Vaccaro at 587-

0384.

If this office does not receive your comments by the suspense date, we
will assume there are no comments.

{ ) We have no comments. { :)/Comments attached.

-~

Division: Signed: A

" Date:

Name: cD:uutJ <. S&ann

A0S Bir
b ) S ¢
t S



PETER T, YDUNG
CILAIRIM:RSON
1KIARTD OF LAND AND) NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSION OR WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR UF IAWAT

YVONNE Y. 1ZU
DEMITY DIRECTUR - WATIR

AQUATIC HESOURCTS
[OATING AND OCEAN RECREATION
IUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION DN WATER RESOURCL MANAGEMENT
CONSEHVATION AND COASTAL LANDS
CONSERVATION AN RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT

STATE OF HAWAII T
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES o IO PRESEATION o
POST OFFICE BOX 621 STAT PARKS

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

January 31, 2005

TO: Dierdre S. Mamiya, Administrator
Land Division

FROM:  Daniel S. Quinn, Administrator %{m
Division of State Parks

SUBJECT: Pre-Assessment Consultation for the Preparation of Draft Environmental
Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District, Island of Hawaii, Hawaii

We acknowledge receipt of your memorandum dated January 25, 2005 requesting our
review and comments for the subject project, and we ofier the following:

The subject project area appears to be in the vicinity of the following two State Park
sites:
e Lava Tree State Monument — approximately 2+ miles west from the project site
along Pohoiki Road; and
« MacKenzie State Recreation Area — approximately 2+ miles south of the project
site on Highway 137.

We will provide additional comments on the subject project as more information is
forthcoming, such as any other consultations and/or the draft environmental
assessment, pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the subject project. Please contact Russell
Kumabe of my staff if you have any questions.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U. 5. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, HONOLULU
FT. SHAFTER, HAWAII 96858-5440

REPLY TO February 4, 2005

ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Branch

Mr. Ron Terry

Principal

Geometrician Asociates, LLC
HC 2 Box 9575

Kea'au, HI 96749

Dear Mr. Terry:

This responds to your request for written comments for a draft Environmental
Assessment (dEA) which will address activities and impacts of the proposed Pohoiki
ByPass Road Project, Puna District, Hawaii Island.

The dEA should indicate whether waters of the United States, as represented by
perennial or intermittent streams, and wetlands are in, or adjacent to, or absent from, the
proposed project area. The dEA should state in appropriate sections that there is, or no
potential for waters of the U.S., including wetlands, anchialine ponds, and other special
aquatic sites, to be directly and/or indirectly impacted by construction of project
structures and associated ground disturbing activities within the proposed improvement
area.

The Corps requests a copy of the dEA for evaluation and comments. At that time
it may then be determined whether a Department of Army (DA) permit for activities
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act of 1899 may, or may not be, required for the proposed project.

Thank you for your consideration of potential impacts to the aquatic environment
of the Puna District watershed. Please contact Mr. Farley Watanabe of my staff at 808-
438-7701, or facsimile 438-4060, if you have any questions or need additional
information. Please refer to File Number POH-2005-38 in any future correspondence
with us.

Sincerely,

Lon

George P. Young, P.E.
Chief, Regulatory Branch

[ =]



Lawrence K. Mahuna
Palice Chief

Harry Kim
Mavor

Harry S. Kubojiri
Deputy Police Chief

County of Hawaii

POLICE DEPARTMENT
349 Kapiolani Street » Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3998
(808) 935-3311 = Fax (808} 961-8869

February 2, 2005

Mr. Ron Terry

Principal

Geometrician Associates
HC 2 Box 9575

Keaau, Hawaii 967489

Dear Mr. Terry:

Subject: Environmental Assessment, Pohoiki Bypass, Puna District, Island
of Hawaii

Based on the facts provided in your letter of January 14, 2005, and your
conversation with Puna District Captain Steven Guillermo on January 28, 2005,
we support the construction of this proposed roadway.

This project will provide the community and public safety personnel a safe and
passable route during high tides and high surf periods.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please send us a copy of the Draft
EA when it is completed.

Sincerely,
~ J—‘/%—’:"

LAWRENCE K. MAHUNA
POLICE CHIEF

SGlii

“Hawai*i County is an Equal Opponunity Provider and Employer™



Harry Kim
Mayer

Darryl J. Ollveira
Flre Chief

Desmond K, Wery
Deputy Fire Chicf

County of Batvai’i

FIRE DEPARTMENT
25 Aupuni Street = Suite 103 o Hilo, Hawni'i 96720

{808) 961-8297 » Fax (808) 961-8296

January 24, 20035

Mr. Ron Terry, Principal

HC 2 Box 9575 '
Kea’au, Hawai’i 96749

Dear Mr. Terry:

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, POHOIKI BYPASS, PUNA
DISTRICT, ISLAND OF HAWAI']

In regards to the above-mentioned environmental assessment, we have no comments to
offer at this time. Thank you for allowing us to review this proposed road project.

Sincerely,

YL OLIVEIRA
FIRE CHIEF

JCP/ecmij

Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

——




PHONE (B08) 594-1888 FAX (808) 594-1865

STATE OF HAWAF'I
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
711 KAPI'OLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
HONOLULU, HAWAI'1 96813

HRDO05/1704

January 25, 2005

Ron Terry, Principal
Geometrician Associates
HC 2 Box 9575

Kea‘au, HI 96749

RE: Request for Pre-Consultation for a Proposed Pohviki Rypass Road, Puna District,
Hawai‘i Island

Dear Ron Terry,

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) is in receipt of your January 14, 2005, request for
comments on the above project, which would include rerouting a segment of the Kapoho-
Kalapana Road near Pohoiki Bay. OHA has no comments at this time, but looks forward to
reviewing your forthcoming Draft Environmental Assessment.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have further questions, please contact Heidi
Guth at 594-1962 or e-mail her at heidig@oha.org.

Sincerely,

Clydé W. Namu‘o
Administrator



Harry Kim Christopher J. Yuen
Mayor Directar
Roy R. Takemoto
Deputy Direcior
ounty of Hafwatt
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 = Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3043
(808) 961-8288 « Fax (808) 061-8742
January 21, 2005
Mr. Ron Terry
Geometrician Associates, LLC
HC2 Box 9575
Keaau, Hawaii 96749
Dear Mr. Terry:

Subject: Pre-Consultation on Environmental Assessment
Applicant:  County of Hawaii Department of Public Works
Project: Pohoiki By-Pass Road

Tax Map Kev: __ (3) 1-3-008:016, 1-4-002:009 & 1-4-002:013

This is in response to your letter, dated January 14, 2005, requesting our comments regarding the
Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared for the subject project. We understand that the
County of Hawaii Department of Public Works (DPW) is beginning studies to identify a suitable
alignment for a realignment of Highway 137 (the Kapoho-Kalapana Road) near Pohoiki Bay.

The proposed project currently provides for two alternative alignments. Under both of the
alternatives, Hwy. 137 would be extended to the Northeast past its current intersection with
Pohoiki Road through TMK 1-3-08:16, which is in the Special Management Area, and through
TMK 1-4-02:09 and into TMK 1-4-02:13. The primary difference between alternates land2is
the distance into Parcel 13 the road would traverse before turning makai to reconnect with the
existing Hwy. 137. All of the affected parcels are zoned Agriculturai (A-1a) by the County of
Hawaii and are situated in the State Land Use Agricultural district. The County of Hawaii’s
General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide includes all of the affected parcels under the
Orchards designation.

Pursuant to §205-4.5(a)(7), Hawaii Revised Statutes, public roadways are a permitted use in the
SLU Agricultural district. Also, §25-5-72(a) of the County of Hawaii Code (Zoning Code)
identifies public uses and structures that are necessary for agricultural practices as a permitted
use in the A district. However, pursuant to Rule 9-4(1 0)A of the Planning Commission Rules of
Practice and Procedure, the construction of a new roadway in the SMA is considered to be
“development” and will require a SMA Use Permit,

Hawai'i County is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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Mr. Ron Terry

Geometrician Associates, LLC
Page 2

January 21, 2005

We would appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the anticipated DEA. Should
you have questions, please feel welcome to contact Larry Brown or Esther Imamura of my staff

at 961-8288.

Sincerely /-“

CHRISTOPHER JCYUEN
Planning Director

LMB:cd
PAWPWINGO\Larry\EA-EIS Commentsigeometrician-DPWPohoikiByPass precacmnts.doc



Harry Kim

Mayor

Gounty of Hafoait
CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY

920 Ululani Swreet « Hilo, Hawai'i 96720-3958
(808) 935-0031 = Fax (R0B) 935-6460

February 14, 2005

Mr. Ron Terry

Geometrician Associates, LLC
HC 2 Box 9575

Kea'au, Hawai'i 96749

Dear Mr. Terry,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment for the
Pohoiki Bypass Road project.

After reviewing the map of the proposed bypass road and during our recent telephone
conversation regarding the project, my concem would be the proposed site for our new
outdoor warning siren as it will be situated near the intersection of the new bypass road
and Pohoiki Road.

I have enclosed an e-mail with a map from Mr. Ricky Sasaki, DAGS, Project Management
Branch regarding the proposed Pohoiki siren site for your information and use.

Should you have any questions regarding the proposed siren project, please feel free to call
me at 935-0031 or Mr. Ricky Sasaki at (808) 586-0474.

I wish to receive a copy of the Draft EA when it is completed.
Sincerely,

AL, | .
’,f-";“/, ’//(—.

Lanny T. Nakano
Acting Administrator

Enclosures

Hawai'i County is an equal opporiunity provider and cmployer

Troy M. Kindred

Adnnistretor

Lanny T. Nakano

Assistant Administrator
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| Ricky R Sasaki Ta: RKobayashi@co,hawaithl.us
cc:
02/04/20050113PM g riect: Rio: POHOIK! SIREN SITE

Mr. Roydon Kobayashi,

I hope you received the information | e-mail to you earlier. | have not been able to gel confirmation that
your recelved my previous e-mall, and therefore | am sending it to you again. If you received the previous
e-mail, disregard thls message. Thanks.

Ricky Sasaki
D.A.G.8., Project Management Branch
(808) 586-0474

Mr. Roydon Kobayashi,

Altached for your information is the SITE 909 POHOIKI you requested with the proposed location of the
siren. I have also included a TIF file from Mr. James Komata for your use, Mr, Komata has been informed
of our proposed siren location.

SITE 909 POHOIK!.pd Poholki-Site TIF
Ricky Sasaki

D.A.G.S., Project Management Branch
(808) 586-0474

RiKobayashi@ co.hawaii.hi.us

RKobayashl@co.hawal To: ricky.r.sasaki@hawall.gov
l.hi.us cc:

Ricky,

Do you have a copy of the latest Pohoiki Siren site? If you do can you mail us a copy. [ will follow up with
a phone call. Thanks '

Roy
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POHOIKI BYPASS

PUNA DISTRICT, COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

APPENDIX 1B
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

U.S.G.SLETTER

Note: This letter was written in response to a request for information
during preparation of an Environmental Assessment conducted by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) concerning funding

of improvements at Isaac Hale County Park and Ahalanui County
Park.



[

. PRIDCE N S ——
United States Department of the Interior A s
.
L ]
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY -
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory - -
P. O.Box 51

(Courier address: 1 Crater Rim Drive) "
Hawaii National Park, HI 96718
U.S. A, .
Voice: (808) 967-881% or 967-7328 !
Fax: (808) 967-8819 or 967-8890
E-mail: donswan@liko.wr.usgs.gov '

May 30, 1997

G. Morgan Griffin
- Senior Staff Scientist
Woodward-Clyde _
200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101 ]
. Gaithersburg, MD 20878 ‘ i

Dear Mr. Griffin:

I have shown your letter of April 23, 1997, 10 several staff members of the Hawaiian Volcano ‘ i
Observatory (HVO) and requested comments from them conceming the EAs for Ahalanuj Park and
Pohoiki Park. The following comments are general in nature and pertain to both projects, and so, contrary

" jour request, I am not discussing each project separately. I address only issues related to volcanic i
-._.Jity and related ground deformation and seismicity—the pertinent areas of expertise of HVO.,
The area is within lava-flow hazard zone 2, downslope from Kilauea’s east rift zone on lava flows
" that are 400-750 years old. Nearby lava flows were erupted in 1790 and 1955. The:area can be expected
—.10 be covered by lava at any time within the next several hundred years. Depending: on wind directions.
vog could present a problem if a long-lasting eruption were to take place anywhere along the east rift
~—zone in central or east Puna. Small amounts of volcanic ash could be expected to fall on the area during
._ high lava fountaining from nearby parts of the rift zone.
The entire Island of Hawaii is currently in Seismic Zone 3 of the Uniform Building Code. However,
—the zoning is currently being upgraded to Zone 4, the highest seismic hazard zone. A magnitude 7.2 .
earthquake on November 29, 1975, was centered about 25 km west-southwest of the area. It caused much :
" of the coastline farther west to subside (as much as 3.5 m), but the coastline in the project area subsided 3
only a few centimeters, probably less than 35 cm. In addition, the 1975 earthquake caused a tsunami that 5
inundated the coastline in the project area to a depth of nearly 2.5 m, and other earthquakes in 1868 and
- probably 1823 most likely resulted in tsunami of similar heights. Tsunami, whether, generated by local or
at distant earthquakes, probably pose the single greatest short-term threat to beach-front facilities in
Hawaii. ’ :
West Hawaii is gradually subsiding owing to the weight of the island on the oceanic lithosphere.
‘Tide-gage records in Hilo indicate such isostatic sinking of about 3-4 mm per year. Probably the project
area is sinking even more rapidly, because we know that subsidence rates in parts of east Puna are
--considerably more than the isostatic rate. For example, the Kapoho graben, north of the project site, has
been sinking at a rate of about 1.7 cm per year since 1975. A water well at Malama Ki, about 6 km west
of the project site, indicates an even higher subsidence rate of about 2 cm/yr. Most likely the project area
- is sinking at a rate of about 2 cm per year (1 m in 50 years), 6-7 times that of isostatic subsidence alone.

. - !
.




Lava flows entering the ocean farther northeast of the project area could generate black sand that -
would be carried by long-shore currents into the project area. Such sand might tend to build back beaches

drowned by subsidence, but this is purely conjecture.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about thlS material or any other aspect

of the voleanic, seismic, or deformation issues about the project area.

+

Sincerely yours,

Donald A, Swanson
Scientist-in-Charge

]
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POHOIKI BYPASS

PUNA DISTRICT, COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

APPENDIX 1C
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

COMMENT LETTERS TO DRAFT E.A. AND RESPONSES
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Bruee C, McClure

Harry Kim Drrector

Mayor Y Jiro A. Sumada
fQ ey % Deputy Direcior

Ll ‘ »

County of Hawai‘i

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Strect, Suite 7 = Hiln, Hawai*i 96720-4224
(808) 961-8321 = Fax (508) 961-8630
August 25, 2005

Genevieve Salmonson, Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu H] 96813

Dear Ms. Salmonson: i

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 8. 2005, on the Draft EA. in which you stated that you
had no comments at this time.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. If you have any questions about the project, please contact
Ben Ishii of my staffat 961-8327.

Sincerely,

/éuu_,_ o Jeweleoo
Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai’i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer,
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Darryl J. Oliveira

Harry Kim
Fire Chief

Mayor

Desmond K. Wery
Deputy Fire Chief

County of Batoai‘i

FIRE DEPARTMENT
25 Aupuni Strect o Suite 103 o Hilo, Hawai'i 96720

(B08) 961-8297 » Fax (808) 961-8296

July 14, 2005

TO :  GEOMETRICIAN ASSOCIATES
FROM : DARRYL OLIVEIRA, FIRE CHIEF ’
SUBJECT: POHOIKI BYPASS

LOCATION: ISLAND: HAWAII DISTRICT: PUNA
TAX MAP KEY(S): (3) 1-3-8:016, 1-4-2:009& 013

We have no comments to offer at this time in reference to the above-mentioned project, Pohoiki
Bypass.

ARRYL OLIVEIRA
Fire Chief

DJO:lpc

Cec: Office of Environmental Quality Control, Director
County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works

Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.



Harry Kim Direcior

Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
” Depuiy Director

- ‘ -

County of Hawar'l

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Paunhi Strect. Suite 7 « Hila, Hawniti 26704224
(B08) 961-8321 = Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005

Darryl Oliveira, Fire Chief
Hawai‘i County Fire Department
25 Aupuni St., Suite 103

Hilo HI 96720

Dear Chief Oliveira:

Subject: Draft Environmental Asscssment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 14. 2003, on the Draft EA. in which you stated that
you had no comments at this time.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA and sending a representative to the public meeting. If you
have any questions about the project, please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

ﬁ;"-&-«-ﬁ— < /f’_ C'C:C'_.n_ Ca.

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Cmployer.

Bruce C. McClure



Harry Kim Christopher J. Yuen
Mayor Director
Roy R. Takemoto
Deputy Director
Govnty of Hafuaid
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 « Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3043

(808) 961-8288 + Fax (808) 961-8742
July 19, 2005
Mr. Ron Terry

Geometrician Associates, LLC
HC 2, Box 9575
Keaau, Hawaii 96749

Dear Mr, Temry:

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA)
Pohoiki Bypass
Lapeaoo, Puna, Island of Hawaii
Tax Map Key: (3) 1-3-08:016, 1-4-02:009 & 013

We are in receipt of the subject Drafl Environmental Assessment and after careful review we
have no additional comments to those provided in our pre-consultation ietter dated January 21,
2005.

However, we do note that under 3.5-Required Permits and Approvals on page 40, the processing
agency for a Special Management Area (SMA) Permit is incorrectly identified as the Department
of Land and Natural Resources. The Planning Department is the correct processing agency for
SMA Use Permits.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this DEA. Should you have questions,
please feel welcome to contact Larry Brown or Esther Imamura of my staff at 961-8288.

Sincerely, .
) /ﬁ/ /,,}\
I" Al A— e

e /’

CHRISTOPHER/. YUEN
Planning Director
LMB: je

PAWpwin6O\Larry\EA-EIS Comments\Grometrician-DP WPohoikiRd DEAcmnis.doc

Hawai i County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
Depuiy Director
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County of Hawal'i

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 + Hilo, Hawalti 967204224
(808} 961-8321 + Fax (808) 961-8630)
August 25, 2005

Christopher J. Yuen
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3
Hilo HI 86720

Dear Mr. Yuen:
‘ 1

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKSs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 19, 2005, on the Draft EA. In answer to your specific
comments:

1. Planning Dept. versus DLNR as SMA permit auihority. We have amended this inadvertent error
the Final EA.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. 1f you have any questions about the project, please contact
Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

éﬁcc_r_«_ C . /‘!."\--C ('.(4. (-
Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

Counly of 1awai'i is an Fqual Opportunily 'rovider and Employer.

Bruce C. MceClure

£
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Lawrence K. Mahuna
Palice Chief

Harry Kim
Mavor

Harry S. Kubojiri
Deputy Palice Chief

County of Hawaii

POLICE DEPARTMENT

349 Kapiolani Street * Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3998
(808)935-3311 » Fax (808) 961-8869

July 19, 2005

Mr. Ron Terry

Principal

Geometrician Associates
HC 2 Box 9575

Keaau, Hawaii 96749

Dear Mr. Terry:
SUBJECT: REVIEW OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
POHOIKI BYPASS, PUNA, HAWAII
TMK: (3%°)1-3-8:016, 14-2:009 & 013
Upon review of the Draft Environmental Assessment provided, we continue to
support this project which will provide the community and public safety personnel
a safe and passable route during high tides and high surf periods.
Once again, thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,
m.
MES M. DAY7
SSISTANT POLICE CHIEF
AREA | OPERATIONS

SGlli

“Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer™



Harry Kim

Mayor

Bruce C. McClure
Direcror

Jiro A. Sumada
Deputy Direcior

County of Hawaii
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Strect. Suite 7 ¢ Hilo, Hawai*i 96720.4224
(HDR) 261-8321 < Fax (808) V61-8630

August 25, 2005

James M. Day

Assistant Police Chief

Area | Operations

Hawaii County Police Department
349 Kapiolani Street

Hilo HI 96720-3998

Dear Mr. Day:

Subject: Draft Environmental Asscssment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 19, 2005, on the Draft EA. In answer to your specific
comments:

1. Need for the profect. We note your concurrence with the need to create a safe route that does not
flood during high tides and high surf periods.

Thank you for reviewing the Drafi EA and sending a representative to the public meeting. If you
have any questions about the project, please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

Lt . fee Glaen.
Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai'i is an [qual Opponunity Provider and Employer,



MALAMA O PUNA
P. O. Box 1520
Pahoa, Hawai'i 96778
(808) 965-2000

whwsaLmalamacnuna.org * malamaopuna@yahoo.com

Preserving Hawai'i’s precious natural heritage

July 20, 2005

Geometrician Associates
HC 2 Box 9575

Kea ‘au, HI 96749

Attn: Ron Terry, Consuitant

RE: POHOIKI BYPASS PROJECT
Puna, Hawai‘i
TMK (3) 1-3-8:016 and 1-4-2:009 & 013

Malama O Puna (MOP) agrees that a bypass road is needed in the area. We have
1o concerns about the northern alignment, although we suggest that any kamani or hala
trees which may have to be removed be relocated elsewhere in the park. These days
certified arborists have the capability to remove and replant large trees successfully. The
new park will have to have trees planted, and the park’s appearance would be enhanced if
such trees are large. To destroy trees and then purchase expensive replacements is
wasteful, unnecessary and not at all cost effective. Because this bypass will run through
the park, MOP is surprised to note that the Department of Parks and Recrecation was
not noticed in this DEA (see p. 41).

Our major concern has to do with the mango tree whose removal is being called
for. A little historical background, omitted from the DEA.

The State Legislature mandated that the Counties pass an Exceptional Tree
Ordinance for the explicit purpose of protecting exceptional trees from development
(see Ordinance, Article 10, Section 14 Hawai‘i County Code). In 1990, during the
administration of Mayor Lorraine Inouye, a water line was proposed for Pohoiki Road
that would have required removal of the mango trees along one side of the road. Mayor
Inouye worked with the ad hoc group that later became the Puna Outdoor Circle and is
now Malama O Puna to place the entire grove of 601 mangos into this protected status.
The process is that the nomination is reviewed by the Mayor’s Arborist Advisory
Committee and, if approved, forwarded to the County Council so that the ordinance may
be amended to include the nominated tree(s).



Once protected, a tree or grove cannot even be pruned except by a certified
arborist. The only reason for removal of a tree is if it is diseased, termite damaged, or
poses a threat to public safety. If such is the case, the request to delete said tree from the
ordinance goes first to the Arborist Committee. If they approve, it is forwarded to the
County Council for action. Yet the Arborist Committee was not consulted prior to
the release of this DEA.

Appendix 2, Preliminary Engineering Report, does not mention the mango
tree although it does state “The area in these sight distance triangles should be free of
obstructions”. Clearly, in their limited view, the tree is only “an obstruction”. MOP and
many people in Puna do not agree.

The Environmental Site Assessment Report search of Regulatory Records
failed to review County legislation, because there is no reference to or mention of
how the Exceptional Tree Ordinance rclates to the project. MOP considers this to
be another flaw in the DEA.

In 2.2 Alternatives Advanced to the EA: third paragraph reads “The
intersection of the Pahoa-Pohoiki Road will be designed so that the bypass meets the
existing Kaimua [sic]-Kapoho Road head-on (i.e., centerline to centerline).” There is no
discussion of any alternatives to this alignment, although alternatives clearly exist. One
would be to realign the Kaimu-Kapoho road on the south side of the intersection, to allow
a head-on meeting of roads. Another would be to create a small median on the north side
in which the mango tree would be maintained. A combination of these two alternatives is
also possible. None of these were discussed. Since a 4-way stop is being contemplated,
and since “Motor vehicle traffic is generally light” (3.3.9 Transportation, Existing
Conditions), we disagree that public safety would be compromised if the tree is retained.

In 3.3.10 Growth-Inducing, Cumulative and Secondary Impacts: the second
paragraph states “All adverse impacts...related to...other areas of concern are either non-
existent or extremely restricted in geographic scale, negligible, and capable of mitigation
through proper enforcement of permit conditions.” Totally ignored are the ramifications
of the impact to the Exceptional Tree Ordinance and our protected trees if a precedent is
set and the mango allowed to be removed. Wherever there are protected trees that are “in
the way”, developers will point to this case and make the argument that if this healthy
mango could be removed, so could others. Pretty soon we would be back where we
started, with many hundreds of trees with aesthetic, historical, endangered or endemic
status would be fair game. And the original INTENT of the ordinance and the mandating
State legislation would be flaunted. 1am extremely surprised that Planning Director
Yuen, whose department oversees the Arborist Committee, did not think to mention the
ordinance at all in his comment letter.

Re: 6 STATE OF HAWAI ‘1 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FINDINGS on page 43, we strongly disagree with the findings of numbers 1,2, 3, 6 and
9 as they relate to this issue. We wish to point out that the Draft Recovery Plan for the
listed Hawaiian Hoary Bat (opeapea) identifies sightings in this area, yet there is no



mention of this. As for point 12, we point out that it is the entire grove which is
protected and :dentified as scenic. The exccption is not paltry, as the wording would
make it appear. Landscaping mitigation will not compensate for the loss of the tree,
since the issue (1) has broader implications than “just” one tree, and (2) no such
landscaping mitigation is discussed in the DEA.

In view of ali the above, Malama O Puna respectfully requests that the following
steps be taken prior to submitting a Final EA for this project:

e The Mayor’s Arborist Advisory Committee be invited to submit a comment letter,
The Department of Parks and Recreation be invited to submit a comment letter,
e The alternatives to the alignment of the southern intersection be investigated and

fully discussed,
The ramifications to the Exceptional Tree Ordinance be evaluated and discussed,
All other concerns aforementioned be addressed and omissions rectified.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

With aloha aina, .
- -— /. .
. (—‘éf&z/" A /L Vi £ ¢ P i
René Siracusa
President

Cc:  Director, OEQC
Ben Ishii, DPW



Bruce C. McClure

Harry Kim Direcior
Mayor .
Jiro A. Sumada
Depnery Director
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
L Pauabi Street, Suite 7 Hilo, Hawni*i 967204224
(808) 961-H321 « Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005

Rene Siracusa, President
Malama O Puna

P.O. Box 1520

Pahoa HI 96778

Dear Ms. Siracusa:

Subjeect: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 20, 2005, on the Draft EA. Let me first state DPW’s
appreciation for your countless hours of volunteer service protecting the environment and scenjc
beauty of the Big Island. In the course of our agency’s mission to provide the public with safe,
economical and efficient public roads, we are sometimes forced (o make hard choices concerning
trees, but we share your concerns for the unique environment of Hawai'i. In answer o your specific
comments:

1. Consultation of P&R. An inadvertent error in the DEA omitted P&R from the list of consulted
agencies. This has been amended.

2. Removal of mango tree. Thank you for the interesting information regarding the origin of thjs
particular designation. DPW recognizes the importance of’ Exceptional Tree designation for this
grove of mango trees. The EA process has involved a careful search for reasonable alternatives to
avoid removing this tree while retaining a safe intersection that accommodates the boat trailers that
are such an important part of the economy and culture of the Pohoiki area. DPW believes that, on
balance, the improvement of the intersection is worth the removal of one tree from a large grove,
particularly given the commitment to attempt to relocate the tree 1o the park and to landscape with
natives along other sections of the road and/or within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park.
DPW plans to make this case to the Arborist Committee and the County Council, but is ready 10
construct an alternate intersection to the north of the mango tree if removal of the tree is not
approved,

3. Consultation of the Arborist Committee. DPW understands that the Arborist Commitiee is aware
of the situation and is prepared to review the request at the appropriate time. :

County of Hawai'i is an Equat Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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4. Engineering Report and mango tree. The use of the term obstruction was in the
context of establishing proper sight distance.

5. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment. We do not consider the omission of this
ordinance to be a flaw in the Phase I ESA. and we note that the topic was covered in
Section 3.1.5 of the EA itself.

6. Alternatives at the mango tree intersection. The EA process has involved a careful
search for reasonable alternatives to avoid removing this tree while retaining a safe
intersection with adequate sight distance that accommodates boat trailers and other
vehicles that require large turning radii. Subsequent to comments reccived by mail and at
the public meeting, alternatives were studicd again. A route jusl south of the trec would
create an excessively skewed intersection that would be constrained within a small space
between mango trees. A route that “forked” around the mango tree as part of the
intersection would be undesirable from a safety standpoint. A route that zigzags towards
the harbor is possible, although it would create two closely spaced intersections, each of
which would require 3-way stops. A route to the north of the tree is feasible, although
the intersection is somewhat skewed and has less than optimum sight distance and very
tight turning radii for multi-axle vehicles and trailers. If removing the tree is not
approved, DPW will construct an alternate intersection to the north. An enhanced
discussion of alternatives at this intersection has been added to the EA.

7. Secondary impact of precedent for removing other trees. Stalements al the public
meeting held on July 28, 2005, indicated appreciation of the grove but also concerns
about the safety of the road. It may be important to establish a process whereby a
designated tree that poses a threat to public safety within a large grove can be removed
from the Exceptional Tree designation without the need for a County ordinance. Without
this mechanism, the County Council may be reluctant to designate groves of trees (as
opposed to individual trees) through future ordinances if this status is seen as irrevocable.
A discussion of this has been added to the EA

8. State of Hawai'i EA findings. Your disagrecment is noted. The Hawaiian Hoary Bat
has been spotted in most environments on the Big Island below 9,000 feet, and we do not
believe that the project will have an adverse impact on bats. In contrast to your opinion,
we believe that the significant landscaping proposed for the project will compensate for
the loss of this tree, that the difficult process of changing the protected status of such
1rees is not one that is likely to be undertaken by any substantial number of partics in the
future, and that the protected mango grove will lose none of its integrity. Landscaping
mitigation is discussed in Section 3.1.5 of the EA.

Again, thank you for reviewing the Draft EA and your involvement in protecting the
environment in this area. If you have any further questions about the project, please
contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.



Sincerely,

/'a’:;"--ﬂ_;gu._ C Le NI 4 (NN

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

B




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U. 5. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, HONOLULU
FT. SHAFTER, HAWALI 96858-5440

N July 29, 2005

ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Branch

Mr. Ron Terry

Principal

Geometrician Asociates, LLC
HC 2 Box 9575

Kea'au, HI 96749

Dear Mr. Terry: File Number POH-2005-38

This responds to your request for written comments for a draft Environmental
Assessment (dEA) which addresses activities and impacts of the proposed Pohoiki ByPass
Road Project, Puna District, Hawaii Island.

The dEA indicates that waters of the United States, as represented by wetlands are
adjacent to the proposed project area. Further, perennial or intermittent streams are absent
from the proposed project area. The dEA states in appropriate sections that there is no
potential for waters of the U.S., including wetlands, anchialine ponds, and other special
aquatic sites, to be directly and/or indirectly impacted by cciistruction of project structures
and associated ground disturbing activities within the proposed improvement area.

As described therefore, the Corps has determined that a Department of Army (DA)
permit for activities under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 will not be required for the proposed project.

Thank you for your consideration of potential impacts to the aquatic environment of
the Puna District watershed. Please contact Mr. Farley Watanabe of my staff at 438-7701, or
facsimile 438-4060, if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

25

George P. Young, P.E.
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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County of Hawai‘i

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
Y Paushi Sircet, Svite 7 » Milo, Hawai'l 96720-4224
(B08) 961-8321 =+ Fax (X08) 261-8630
August 25, 2005

George P. Young, P.E.
Chief, Regulatory Branch
U.S. Army Engineer District
Ft. Shafter HI 96858-5440

Dear Mr. Young:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 29, 2005, on the Draft EA. We appreciate your
confirmation that the project as described will not affect waters of the U.S. and that a Department of
the Army permit will not be required.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. If you have any questions about the project, please contact
Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

[él_" (< /(_"\-GC-C:_.--\A...
Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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— . ’ PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET '
Ron.. le_u-fy - chﬁ HC-Q_S
Consulda.nt Pohoiki Bypass Project e naty ~

Your comments and suggestions will assist in the responsible development of the

highway project under consideration at this public meeting. Space is provided below to boao
write out any comment you may wish to make. Please hand in your statement during this
meeting or, if you prefer, mail to the address printed below. Although comments are

welcome throughout the project development process, we would like to receive your

initial comments by August 8, 2005, in order to ensure they are considered in the Final
Environmental Assessment.

Are you generally in favor of this proposal? No
' ease Circle One)

COMMENT OR STATEMENT

Norice: Copies of all comments provided are available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act.
This will include names, addresses, and any other personal information provided with the comments. Your
comments will be considered with or without the following optional information (please print);

Name L\ﬁa—\.“ .
Address P-O . B)L . |5_'+[p Pa-«t‘\-m lﬁ"l Q(Q???)

Representing

Mailing Address: Mr, Bruce McClure, P.E., Director, Hawaii County Department of Public Works, 101
Aupuni Street, Suite 7, Hilo HI 96720,



Bruce C, McClure

Harry Kim Director
Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
Deputy Director
L] ‘ »
County of Hawai‘i
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 = Hilo, Howait*i 96720-4224
(R08) 961-8321 = Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005
Anthony Almada
P.O. Box 1546

Pahoa HI 96778

Dear Mr. Almada:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-.
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013 -

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 29, 2005, on the Draft EA. In answer to your specific
comments:

1. Need to remove mango tree to create a safe and efficient intersection. DPW recognizes the
importance of Exceptional Tree designation for this grove of mango trees. The EA process has
involved a careful search for reasonable alternatives to avoid removing this tree while retaining a
safe intersection that accommodates the boat trailers that are such an important part of the economy
and culture of the Pohoiki area. DPW believes that, on balance, the improvement of the intersection
is worth the removal of one tree from a large grove, particularly given the commitment to attempt to
relocate the tree to the park and to landscape with natives along other sections of the road and/or
within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park. DPW plans to make this case to the Arborist
Committee and the County Council, but is ready to construct an alternate intersection to the north of
the mango tree if removal of the tree is not approved.

2. Need 10 implement park plans. We understand that Parks and Recreation is moving forward with
its plans to improve Isaac Hale Park. including bathrooms, and we look forward to working with
them on optimizing use of the makai roadway

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA and participating in the public meeting. If you have any
questions about the project. please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327,

Sincerely.

»/. . /
/d {ccue - C.- SELE C(" oL,
Bruce McClure, P.E.. Director
Hawai'i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai®) is un Lyaal Opportuniy Provider and Employer,
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Joyce plberta Folena

Gregory Todd Smith

Post Office Box 2040

Panoa, Hawai'i 96778%:046

to o MAgoe HARRFK!

Hawai'i County

Department of Public works
- 101 Pau‘ani Street, suite 7
Hilo, Hawai'i 96720
Contact: Een Isail

Dear Mr. Ishii:

- Concerning the Pohoiki bypass HRES 245 Lk4, we are very mucn in favor

- of beginning, construction of angcompletion of this project

- as soorn as possible.

This particular portion of 1iune beach Koad, the raimu-Kapoho koad,

needs 10 be addressed in tne form of this bypass now, as the Sea water
does in fact cover a large portion of ihe hoad in this area. This makes
it dangerous at worse, ané inconvenient at best for travel when the

sea water covers tn 1s noad to & hieght of many inches,

- we completely agree with tue information writien in the

— office of Inviroumental (uality contirol Envirommental Notice, July &,2005.
— If at all possible please do EV&rjtﬂihain your power to protect and

keep 2ll of the veXy oid z1d beautiful mango trees thai presently line.
Pohoi%i Road running Makai/Mauka.

Flease use your engineering skills and descretion and proceed with the
Dohoiki Bypass expediamtly.

thank you for your attention ang consiueration of all of our concerns

Pofots—A Lo s

here.

Sincerly, 4;e”’222——”””
(=57 1. ot
o Joyce plberta Folena
Gregory Todd sSmith
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PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET

Pohoiki Bypass Project

Your comments and suggestions will assist in the responsible development of the
highway project under consideration at this public meeting. Space is provided below to
write out any comment you may wish'to make. Please hand in your statement during this
meeting or, if you prefer, mail to the address printed below. Although comments are
welcome throughout the project development process, we would like to receive your
initial comments by August 8, 2005, in order to ensure they are considered in the Final
Environmental Assessment.

Are you generally in favor of this proposal? (Ye )/ No

-

lease Circle One)

_ COMMENT OR STATEMENTA
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Notice: Copies of all comments provided are available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act.
This will include names, addresses, and any other personal information provided with the comments. Your
comments will be considered with or without the following optional information (please print):

Name Ja?cﬁd—ﬂﬂm D eait
Address fl)msf f’) e el 6?( 20 b
Represen@/@ % #’%wi@'f/ - 9@77} 2.0 #8

Mailing Address: Mr. Bruce McClure, P.E., Director, Hawaii County Department of Public Works, 101
Aupuni Street, Suite 7, Hito H1 96720.




PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET

Pohoiki Bypass Project

Your comments and suggestions will assist in the responsible development of the
highway project under consideration at this public meeting. Space is provided below to
write out any comment you may wish'to make. Please hand in your statement during this
meeting or, if you prefer, mail to the address printed below. Although comments are
welcome throughout the project development process, we would like to receive your
initial comments by August 8, 2005, in order to ensure they are considered in the Final

Environmental Assessment.

Are you generally in favor of this proposal? @ / No
(Please Circle One)

COMMENT OR STATEMENT

Bu-ﬁ Coandete, 2 }l'(/b‘f hﬂ@ﬁ—

Norice: Copies of all comments provided are available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act.
This will include names, addresses, and any other personal information provided with the comments. Your
comments will be considered with or without the following optional information (please print):

Name Ulfééav—p S st
Address MO BG‘(/J 2/6'0-((/ pg HOA ’q{j%

Representing ﬁ P(F

Mailing Address: Mr. Bruce McClure, P.E., Director, Hawaii County Department of Public Works, 101
Aupuni Street, Suite 7, Hilo HI 96720.
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Jéyce Alberta Folena
Gregory Todd Smith
Post Office kox 2046

Pahoa, Hawai'i Y6778#£046 ' _f/ -
to /./24) :
| y

Ron Terry y —
Geometrician Associates :

BCR2 Box 9575 -
Kea'au, Hawai'i 96749 s

Dear Mr., Terry, . ?}
Thank you very much for your excellant presentation of the B
Pohoiki Bypass Project. Your clear explanations of all of the cptions +
concerned with the bypass were very well recieved by mosi of the attedding Ly
persons at the Pahoa Comuwuritly Cernter, July 28, 2005, evening. v
The choice of saving the hango Iree ot tue lnercection of the Lypess o
is not an easy chclice Tc make. we hope vou could see the way to indeed )

save the Mango Tree while keeping the plaunuing aud construction of the -
Intersection of the Bypass safe 1or zli Vehiculszr Iraffic, not to mention -
the bjcycles arnd occasional pedesrtians traveling the Pohoiki Road. -
The Sea Water Innudation of the exisiting Coastal kKoad has been needing .
rerouting attention for a long, long, long time. So, in our minds -
The Eypass is quite overdue.

Please proceed with the Pohoiki bypass Project Pgst Haste. Please also :;
consider useing sineage compatiole witn safe dring at the

Four way Stop of the lutersection. well vefore the actual Four Way Stop./ ﬁ
please advise the County of Hawai'i to put very visable sinage to the effect

of ithe Four Way Stop. Additional sineage may be inciuded to advise l

Venicles of proper hights of way as they are leaving the Four Way Stop
Inte;aectlon. Thank you very much {or conalaerdtlon of our requests.



Bruce C. McClure
Merecior

Harry Kim

Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
Depury Director

- » ‘ [ ]

County of Hawai‘j

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
- Aupuni Cenler
101 Puunhi Street, Suite 7 » Hilo, Hawai'i 967204224
(808) 961-8321 » Fay (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005

Joyce Alberta Folena
And Gregory Todd Smith
P.O. Box 2046

Pahoa HI 96778-2046

Dear Ms. Folena and Mr. Smith:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letters dated July 20, July 28 (2), and J uly 30, 2005, on the Draft EA,
which we are responding to in one letter. In answer to your specific comments:

1. Need for the project. We note your concurrence with the need to create a safe route that does nol
flood during high tides and high surf periods.

2. Removal of mango trec. DPW recognizes the importance of Exceptional Tree designation for this
grove of mango trees. The EA process has involved a careful search for reasonable alternatives to

are such an important part of the economy and culture of the Pohoiki area. DPW believes that, on
balance, the improvement of the intersection is worth the removal of one tree from a large grove,
particularly given the commitment to attempt to relocate the tree to the park and to landscape with
natives along other sections of the road and/or within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park.
DPW plans to make this case to the Arborist Committee and the County Council, but is ready to
construct an alternate intersection to the north of the mango trec if removal of the tree is not
approved,

3. Closure of botiom road. We have been working with the Parks and Recreation Department on
how to manage the makai road once the bypass is constructed, The County’s current plans are to
install a gate on the north boundary of the park, closing the road at night. We will continue to
consult with local residents, park users, and the Police and Fire Departments on this issue. A
discussion of this has been added to the EA.

4. Signage for STOP sign and yielding right-of-way to boats. Warning signs for the 4-way STOP
sign will be installed, and we are considering installing signs on Pohoiki Road requesting motorists
to yield to vehicles hauling boats.

County of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer,



Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA and participating in the public meeting. If you

have any questions about the project, please contact Ben Ish

Sincerely,

fv" s.-(—(_,. c..--.;. C':— . /l:- -~ < c:(l'\.. -

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

ii of my staff at 961-8327.



PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET
Pohoiki Bypass Project

Your comments and suggestions will assist in the responsible development of the
highway project under consideration at this public meeting. Space is provided below to
write out any comment you may wish to make. Please hand in your statement during this
meeting or, if you prefer, mail to the address printed below. Although comments are
welcome throughout the project development process, we would like to receive your

initial comments by August 8, 2005, in order to ensure they are considered in the Final
Environmental Assessment.

Are you generally in favor of this proposal? Q/ No
Please Circle One)

COMMENT OR STATEMENT
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Notice: Copies of all comments provided are available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act.
This will include names, addresses, and any other personal information provided with the comments. Your
comments will be considered with, or without the following optional information (please print):
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Address / ?-.? 7/& W //@ 57( ﬁ///zﬂ % gé?f
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Mailing Address: Mr. Bruce McClure, P.E., Director, Hawaii County Department of Public Works, 101
Aupuni Street, Suite 7, Hilo H1 96720.
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Bruce C. McClure
Director

Harry Kim
Mayor Jiro A. Sumadn
‘ Deputy Director
n ‘ [ ]
County of Hawai‘i
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Svite 7 + Hilo, Hawai*i 96720-4224
{HOB) 961-8321 » Fax (BOH)961-8630
August 25, 2005
Roberta Meier McGrath
13-3410 Moku Street
Pahoa HI 96778

Dear Ms. McGrath: '

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter and note dated July 28, 2005, on the Draft EA. We understand
that a number of vehicles have become stuck in the inundaled section and it is our goal to provide a

safe and efficient route that avoids areas that flood during high tides and high surf.

Thank you for participating in the EA process and attending the public meeting. If you have any
questions about the project, please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

Bteeer C. M2 CCoooo

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

County of Hawai'i is an Equal Opporunity Provider and Employer.
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Bruce C. McClure

Harry Kim Director
Mayor Jiro A, Sumada
A Deputy Director
L] ‘ -
County of Hawal’i
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Steeet, Svite 7« Hilo, Hawai*i 96720-4224
(808) 961-8321 » Fux (803) 261-8630
August 25, 2005
Mr. Pacheco

P.O. Box 1849
Pahoa H1 96778

Dear Mr. Pacheco:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated July 29, 2005, on the Draft EA. We appreciate your
comments on placing a STOP-sign at the intersection. We are working to create a safe intersection.

Thank you for participating in the EA process. If you have any questions about the project, please
contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

ﬁ;l,c_c,ae_. C . /‘é’ L. ¢ C‘Ct.—(..-\_._.
Bruce McClure. P.E.. Director
Hawai'i County Department of Public Works

County ol Hawai's 15 an Fgual Opportunity Pravider und Employer.



PHONE (808) 594-1868

STATE OF HAWAI'I
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
711 KAPI'OLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
HONOLULU, HAWAI'l 96813

HRDO05/1704B

August 3, 2005

Ron Terry

Geometrician Associates

HC 2 Box 9575 ,
Keaau, HI 96749

RE: Draft Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Pohoiki Bypass Read, Puna,
Hawai‘i, TMK (3) 1-3-8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 13.

Dear Mr. Terry,

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) is in receipt of your July 11, 2005 request for comment
on the above listed proposed project, TMK (3) 1-3-8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 13. OHA offers the

following comments:

OHA recommends that an Archaeological Monitoring Plan be drafted in support of the proposed
project. While portions of the proposed project arca have been disturbed by past agricultural
uses, the possibility of encountering sub-surface features (i.e. burial crypts, lava blisters) exists.
As of recently, human burials have been encountered in areas which were extensively excavated
and graded. Therefore, OHA recommends that a professional archacologist be present during all
ground altering activities associated with the proposed project.

As mentioned in the Draft Environmental Assessment, native flora should be used primarily in
re-vegetating the road-side corridor of the bypass after construction is completed. Hala
(Pandanus odoratissimus), ulu (Atrocarpus altilis) and naupaka kai or naupaka kuahiwi
(Scaevola sp.) are particularly suited for the wetland conditions of coastal Pohoiki. The proposed
project lends an opportunity to replace exotic and invasive plants with native flora. This would,
in part, be done promote native ecosystems in the Puna area.

OHA further requests that consideration be given to native Hawaiian gathering and access rights

during and after construction activities. Gathering rights and access shall not be restricted except

as necessary to ensure safety. If safety-related restrictions are put in place, alternate public access
routes must be provided.

FAX (808) 594-1865



Ron Terry
August 3, 2005
Page 2

OHA further requests your assurances that if the project goes forward, should iwi or Native
Hawaiian cultural or traditional deposits be found during ground disturbance, work will cease,
and the appropriate agencies will be contacted pursuant to applicable law.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have further questions or concerns, please
contact Jesse Yorck at (808) 594-0239 or jessey @oha.org.

*O wau iho ng,

Clyde/W. Namu'o
Administrator

CC: Ms. Genevieve Salmonson, Director
Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702
Honolulu, HI 96813

Ben Ishii

Hawaii County Department of Public Works
1101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7

Hilo, H1 96720



Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. If you have any questions about the project.
please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

3&"’"’&"‘" G . AL"\-C CCC_, — ———

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works

T
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Bruce C. MeClure

Director

Harry Kim

AMayor Jiro A, Sumada

Deputy Direcior

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Puuahi Strect, Suite 7+ Hilo, Hawni'i 967204224
{808) 9261-5321 = Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005

Clyde W. Namuo, Administrator
Office of Hawaiian Affairs

711 Kapi‘olani Street, Suite 500
Honolulu HI 96813

Dear Mr. Namuo:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated August 3, 2005, on the Draft EA. In answer to your
specific comments:

1. Archaceological monitoring. The State Historic Preservation Division has concurred with the
conclusion of the careful survey by the archaeologist that an adequate inventory of any cultural
resources or burials has been undertaken, and that it is unlikely that more will be found through
monitoring. Notwithstanding, all construction will be undertaken in conformance with the
mitigation measure discussed in Number 4, below, to minimize any potential harm in the unlikely
event of a find. Additionally, construction fencing will be placed within the less disturbed forested
segment of the route so that vehicles, equipment and personnel do not go beyond the limit of the
surveyed area. We believe that with these measures in place, cultural resources and burials will be

adequately protected.

2. Use of native flora. The current plan is to use native and Polynesian-introduced species in road
landscaping and/or within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park, incorporating some of the trees
that must be removed for the road in this effort. We agree with your recommendations concerning

plant choices.

3. Gathering rights. Our coordination with the local community indicates that no aspect of the
project will impinge on gathering rights; if the issue should arise during construction, we will
endeavor to provide access.

4. Inadvertent finds of cultural material during construction. It is our firm policy at DPW to ensure
that in such cases, whether the work is being conducted by DPW itself or by contractors, work
ceases and the appropriate agencies are contacted.

County of Hawai®i is an Fqual Opportunity Provider and Employer.



Ron Terry August 7, 2005
Geometric Associates

HC 2 Box 9575

Keaau, HI 96749

Aloha Ron Terry,

The Friends of Pohoiki are overwhelmingly in support of the proposed Pohoiki
Bypass, especially since we have, for the past 15 years, repeatedly suggested such a
bypass. It will definitely enhance the safety and quality of the Isaac Hale Park area and
decrease the effects of the road through the wetlands.

We regret that a “protected” mango tree stands in the way of public safety and must
be removed. We would like to suggest that the tree be moved to a more suitable place
(perhaps bid on to defray the costs involved). Note that the huge monkey pod tree next to
the Pahoa Elementary playground was successfully moved there several years ago. If the
tree must be cut down, we would suggest that the tree’s parts be used (for signage at the
park, benches, etc.) and the remaining parts be buried or shredded for compost in the
immediate area. Our Kupuna have taught us that the trees have life and need to be treated
reverently.

Thankyou for the opportunity to comment on this long awaited and worthy project
and would appreciate your consideration of our suggestions in the future.

Sincerely,

#M’A%v% k@ovvb Q \a\:&\ AW
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Pahoa, HI 96778




Bruce C. McClure
Harry Kim Director

&

fayor Jiro A. Sumada

Deputy Director

County of Hawai‘i
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Strect, Suite 7 = Hilo, Hawai'i 96720-4224
(808) Y61-8321 = Fax (B0B) 961-8630

August 25, 2005

Friends of Pohoiki
¢/oLuana Jones
P.O. Box 2092
Pahoa H1 96778

Dear Friends of Pohoiki:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter dated August 7, 2005, on the Draft EA. In answer to your
specific comments:

1. Need for the project. We note your concurrence with the need to create a safe route that does not
flood during high tides and high surf periods.

2. Removal of mango tree. DPW recognizes the importance of Exceptional Tree designation for this
grove of mango trees. The EA process has involved a careful search for reasonable alternatives to
avoid removing this tree while retaining a safe intersection that accommodates the boat trailers that
are such an important part of the economy and culture of the Pohoiki area. DPW believes that, on
balance, the improvement of the intersection is worth the removal of one tree from a large grove,
particularly given the commitment to attempt to relocate the tree to the park and to landscape with
natives along other sections of the road and/or within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park,
DPW plans to make this case to the Arborist Committee and the County Council, but is ready to
construct an alternate intersection to the north of the mango tree if removal of the tree is not
approved. We may wish to contact you in the future concerning your group’s assistance in moving
the mango tree, as you discussed with our consultant Ron Terry.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. If you have any questions about the project. please contact
Ben Ishii of my stalf at 961-8327.

Sincerely.

/ L”/,LC—(-c..e. - C‘.. /“‘ L"(: [:.C.( LS S
Bruce McClure, P.E., Dircctor
Hawai'i County Department of Public Works

County of Hanaai 't s an Lgqual Opporteaity Provider and Employer,



Department of Public Works
101 Pauahi St.. Ste 7
ile HI 96720

RE: Hwy 137 Bypass Road

My wife and I live in L eilani Estates wnd use the Mango Road two or theees times weekly
1o go to the hot pond and swim. e experienced water across the road only three times
that § can remember in the past year or so. (hose tunes, the water wis neves deep
enough o deter my passage,

1 do nat think that the argaments set ford in the newspager article are sufficiently strong
to support expending that farge amonnt of money, sspecially tor a small nunber of users.
comparatjvely speaking.

Using: the argument that vehiel: wheels, brakes and undzrearriages are excessively
damaged by the sait as ene of the main point for the new roa:d seems a bit averblown.
Any salt adbering 1o the car wouid most likely be washed right off by driving during our
frequent rain showers, Wost users knows that thee is no critical need to cross there
anyway--the tide table is posted dully in the newspaper and if the tide is high, the
Kapoho-Fahod road can be used, A water feval marker might also be an alternative
solution.

You may have ¢ point with regard o tie b staleizg araument, 1 don't kneow cnough
about it fo comment but it seems (6 be u Jong-terns distant problem, not sumething that
will make a difference in our current daily lives.

Even if the money is aheady in the road budpet, # is still scarce taxnpayer money and real
though: should aiways be given te its wse. (15 The metal chutes at the Pahos Tricsfer
Station are bear and o, wiaking it diffieslt !5 discard our rubbish: (2) The bins for green
waste at the Ken'au Transfer station are wbove the Jevel of a pickap truck bed mubiing if
very stength-consuming to throw green wasie up zad into the bin. We had once tried to
dump our yard ciippings at the Pahos Station snd even thotgh note was more than 4 feet
long and ail was trom ot home, 1hus meeting the posted vesirictions, wa were prevented
from doeing so by the goaid o duiy there, who told us it was ™Moo muck”, bat he said that
we could bring it in bags on "tee or theee inips”. Borh the fusensitive multiple & i
aritucte a1 the Pahica Transter Station aid the hard o use Fea'au green waste bins
locations leaves ove with the only alieraative of driving to Hilo /@ $2.63/gal., (3) the
fascin at the Pahoa Conuminity Center is vaning avoav and the last time ! looked, its roof
was virtually covered with leaven and has toen thietway for o very long rime, certaindy
hastening its demuse throph unbelievable peatect, wnd (3) the pusking ot of the hot rond
is peppered with large decp potholes which an: s grister thireat to ears and comfort than
the occasionsi sall whiier seross iFhe rond,

There is than the iziter of the peofesred mange tree, 1 reminds me of a Jery Seinleld
episade whcreln B werni b g B dar penin sed s old by the counter person that his

- A Y -y
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reservation could not be hionored because they'd run out of cars, Jerry said v....1 don't
believe you know whal the word reservation means....".  Aod like Seinfeld, [ don't think
that the County road engineers know what the word "proiecied” means.

As T understand it, the County's singular proposal was to have a 90 degree/d-way
intersection as the only viable soluiion isn't persuasive. An cffset 10 the interseciicn with
a stop sign at each junciure and each preceded by a speed bump wouid easily and surely
slow traffic down and provide 2t least as gond 4 safely margin, if oot better than the
proposed 90 degree/d-way stop intersestion and with the result that the "protected”
mango tree would remnin proiectzd.

1t is heart-stopping how fast and belligerently, some people drive on the road. A few
other creatively-pluced speed kumps wiild provide for safer conditinns on Mangoe Road
than the stmple 90 degrea/d-way stop now in the County peoposal.

Sincercly.

A

Bob Peck

13-3574 Luana St,
Pahoa 96778
965-5375
bobnmits@verizon.net

¢: Hary Kim
Gary Safarik
Renee Siracusi
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Bruce C. McClure
Director

Harry Kim
Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
Deputy Director
a ‘ -
County of Hawai'i
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
: Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 * tlilo, Hawaii 96720-1224
{808) 961-8321 = Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005
Bob Peck
13-3574 Luana Street
Pahoa HI 96778
Dear Mr, Peck:

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter on the Draft EA. In answer to your specific comments:

1. Need for the project. We note your lack of concurrence with the need to create a safe route that
does not flood during high tides and high surf periods. Many other residents who attended the public
meeting and commented on the Draft EA do not agree. Several cars have been “totaled” by
flooding, and many motorists will not cross the flooded area at particularly high tides out of concern
for their vehicles. The project was strongly endorsed by the Police and Fire Department
representatives in letters and at the public meeting. At the current average rate of sinking, the road
can be expected to sink another foot within 15 years, which is a problem that requires attention
reasonably soon. Furthermore, this area is highly prone to sudden subsidence.

2. Money should be used for alternative parks or solid waste project. The projects you name are
worthy, and your preference is noted.

3. Removal of mango tree. DPW recognizes the importance of Exceptional Tree designation for this
grove of mango trees. The EA process has involved a careful search for reasonable alternatives to
avoid removing this tree while retaining a safe intersection that accommodates the boat trailers that
are such an important part of the economy and culture of the Pohoiki area. DPW believes that. on
balance, the improvement of the intersection is worth the removal of one tree from a large grove,
particularly given the commitment o atiempt to relocate the tree to the park and to landscape with
natives along other sections of the road and/or within adjacent areas of Isaac Hale County Park.
DPW plans to make this case to the Arborist Committee and the County Council, but is ready to
construct an alternate intersection to the north of the mango tree if removal of the tree is not
approved.

Counly of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Emplayer.



4. Offset intersections and speed bumps. Commenters at the public meeting disapproved
of the idea of a having two closely-spaced 3-way STOP signs. The County of Hawai‘i
does not permit speed bumps on public highways.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. [f you have any questions about the project,
please contact Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

,3 lee.coem .. &, /’: L A
Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works
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Bruce C. McClure

Harry Kim Director
Mayor Jiro A. Sumada
Deputy Director
| ] ‘ ]
County of Hawat'l
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 ¢ Hilo, Hawai*i 06720-4224
(808) 961-4321 + Fax (808) 961-8630
August 25, 2005
Leila Kealoha
Kua O Ka La Charter School
P O Box 1413

Palhoa, H1 96778-141 3

Dear Ms. Kealoha:
Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Pohoiki Bypass, TMKs 1-3-
8:016, 1-4-2:009 & 013

Thank you for your comment letter on the Draft EA dated August 18. 2005. In answer to your
specific comment:

1. Location of the road terminus on the Kapoho side and protection of trees and archaeological
sites. The preferred terminus would be located about 350 feet from where the water crosses the
road, rather than the 800 feet that you had heard. In locating the terminus, we¢ tried to find the area
that was the least environmentally harmful and the most useful to motorists. Our original choice
would have used an existing road and avoided taking out any native trees, but consultation with an
individual very familiar with the cultural resources of the arca determined that it would pass 100
close to burials and might encourage inappropriate visitation. We then looked at using the path of an
existing farm road, but it did not provide enough of a buffer from the flooded area, would have
involved a tight turning radius that would have been difficult for trucks and boat trailers to necgotiate,
and in any case still would have required removal of some native trees. In the end, we tried to
choose a route that involved some fairly disturbed forest, although some native trees are indeed
present. Overall, we have designed a route that for more than 90% of its length passes over
disturbed areas and avoids wetlands and pristine forest. Our archaeological inventory survey
determined that no significant archacological sites would be affected by our action, and, as stated
above, this is one of the principles that has guided our search for the optimum route for the road.

Thank you for reviewing the Draft EA. If you have any questions about the project, please contact
Ben Ishii of my staff at 961-8327.

Sincerely,

‘Ib’('% <. /‘/L-C é'c—t-t.-g__,_

Bruce McClure, P.E., Director
Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works
County of Hawai'i is an Equal Oppertunity Provider and Employcr.



POHOIKI BYPASS

PUNA DISTRICT, COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

APPENDIX 1D
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS AND PRESS COVERAGE



geometrician

ASSOCIATES, LLC
integrating geographic science and planning

phone: (808) 982-5831  fax: (80B) 966-7593 HC 2 Box 9575 Kea'au Hawai'i 96749
ronterry@verizon.net

NOTICE

The Hawai‘i County Department of Public Works (DPW) invites the public to a meeting
on the proposed Pohoiki Bypass project. The meeting will be held from 6 to 8 PM, on
Thursday, July 28, at the Pahoa Neighborhood Facility. Representatives from DPW
along with the consultant for the project will present information from the Environmental
Assessment, collect comments and take questions. The project involves realigning about
a half mile of the Kaimu-Kapoho Road in order to bypass an area that is sinking almost
an inch per year. The area has become increasingly flooded during high tides. The road
is difficult and costly for the County to maintain. Many vehicles have difficulty passing
at very high tides, and the salty water creates wear and tear on vehicles. This situation
gets worse during heavy surf. An episode of catastrophic subsidence, such as occurred in
the November 1975 earthquake, could depress the road to a level so low that it would be
completely impassable. There is no “easy” way around the flooded area, as wetlands are
present on both sides. Furthermore, the presence of a road within this enlarging wetlands
s environmentally undesirable. The project will relocate this section of the road
approximately 800 feet mauka (northwest), thereby bypassing Isaac Hale County Park.
The project will help maintain and improve a vital transportation and evacuation link for
Puna, will enhance the safety and quality of Isaac Hale Park, and will decrease
undesirable effects on wetlands. Construction of an intersection may require removal of
one mango tree from a large protected grove. Please call Ben Ishii of DPW at 961-8327
or consultant Ron Terry at 982-5831 for more information.




PRESS RELEASE

PUBLIC MEETING
POHOIKI BYPASS
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
From: Ron Terry Phone 982-5831
Fax 966-7593
[On Behalf Of):

Ben Ishii, Hawaii County DPW Phone 961-8327
Fax 961-8630

To: Hawaii Tribune-Herald Fax 961-3680
KWXX Radio Fax 935-7761
Pacific Radio Group Fax 935-0396

Date: July 15, 2005

Subject: Public Meeting, Pohoiki Bypass

Event Date: July 28, 2005

Details: See Below.

The Hawaii County Department of Public Works (DPW) invites the public to a meeting
on the proposed Pohoiki Bypass project, The meeting will be held from 6 to 8 PM, on
Thursday, July 28, at the Pahoa Neighborhood Facility. Representatives from DPW
along with the consultant for the project will present information from the Environmental
Assessment, collect comments and take questions. The project involves realigning about
a half mile of the Kaimu-Kapoho Road in order to bypass an area that is sinking almost
an inch per year. The area has become increasingly flooded during high tides. The road
is difficult and costly for the County to maintain. Many vehicles have difficulty passing
at very high tides, and the salty water creates wear and tear on vehicles. This situation
gets worse during heavy surf. An episode of catastrophic subsidence, such as occurred in
th