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STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS
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(FC. OF ENVIRZn: -
QUALITY CORTED:
i Mr. Brian Choy
Directoxr
Ooffice of Environmental
Quality Control
! 465 South King Street, Room 104
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

ﬁ Dear Mr. Choy:
:

Subject: Kulani Correctional Facility
Isolation Unit Upgrade
D.A.G.S. Job No. 21-27-4188

: Transmitted herwith for your appropriate action are four
i copies of the | Negative Declaration: for the subject project.
| If there are any questions, please have your staff
call Mr. Michael Shigetani of the Design Branch at 586-0434.

Very truly yours,

hY
TEUXNE TOMINAGA
State Public Works fngineer
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
- FOR
KULANI CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
ISOLATION UNIT UPGRADE
D.A.G.S5. JOB NO. 21~-27~4188

E SUMMARY/PURPOSE/NEED: The Department of Public Safety proposes
: to modify the existing heating and ventilaion system within the
isolation unit holding area to meet health and safety reguirements.

: The existing heating and ventilation system is not able to provide

f a uniform temperature throughout the existing building. Because
of this limitation, inmates confined to the isolation area are
subjected to extreme hot and cold temperatures which prompted
court suits by the American Civil Liberties Union.

To correct this deficiency the Department of Public Safety is
proposing to install a new, separate HVAC system for the isolation
unit area. In addition, other associated work relating to Building
Code, Fire Code, and other applicable requirements will be included.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:

The work will generally involve providing a new HVAC system;
installing a two-hour fire separation wall between the isolation
unit area and the administrative offices; provide operable windows
within the isolation unit area, a new key system, a local five alarm
system, and emergency lighting; and installing smoke detectors.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The existing facility is situated on the slope of MaunaKea at

the 5190-ft. elevation within the Upper Waiakea Forest Reserve.

It occupies an area of approximately 7,244 acres. Access to the
site is by a narrow, asphaltic paved roadway approximately 19 miles
long. The present site has been in existence since 1942 when the
first building was erected at the site. The portion of the
administration building affected by the project was built in 1984.
Grounds at the facility are partially barren with a crushed cinder
overlay. Other areas are covered with exotic vegetation such as
Kikuya grass.

Vegetation along the access road include ohia, hapuu fern, and
other indigenous plants which are typical for the entire area.
Some of the typical vegetation seen in the area include ohia,
tree fern, amaumau fern, uluhe fern and puakeawe.




No animals or birds were seen during the site visit. But doves,
mynah, sparrow and other common species of birds may fly through
the area. There is also the potential for game birds such as the
Francolin, pheasant, qguail and partridge to be found in the
designated hunting areas. As the facility is deep within the
forest reserve, it is possible that endangered bird species may
also be present.

Feral pigs and goats may be present since the lower portion of
the reserve is open to hunting throughout the year.

According to information from the Department of Land and Natural
Resources, approximately 48 species of native plants, 9 species
of native birds and various native insect species "are found" in
the Upper Waiakea Forest Reserve.

Soils in the area are identified as rllD on the Soil Survevy of
Island of Hawaii, State of Hawaii. Soil type rllD is described

as lalaau extremely stony muck with 6% to 20% slopes. This well
drained soil overlays Aa lava and are found at elevations ranging
from 3500 to 7000 feet above sea level and receive from 90 inches
to more than 150 inches of annual rainfall. The soil has dark
brown color and a thin profile usually only 3 inches thick. Its
permeability is considered rapid, runoff is slow and erosion hazard
is slight.

Uses of this soil type include woodland, wildlife habitat and
watershed.

There are no known archaeological or historical sites within or
near the facility.

No significant impact to water quality is expected as there will be
no anticipated increase in the facilities population or changes to
the existing wastewater disposal system.

There are no anticipated significant impacts due to vehicular
traffic to or from the facility.

Pollutional impacts attributable to emmissions from vehicular
exhaust and from the fuel oil heating system will be insignificant
as the anticipated increases will be very minimal.

ALTERNATIVES AND ITS IMPACTS:

l. ©No action. This will not mitigate the pressing need to provide
a more humane environment for inmates confined to the isolation
unit area or satisfy the civil suit by the American Civil Liberties
Union.

2. Provide a new, separate facility. This alternative is feasible
and will be considered by the Department of Public Safety when a
site development pPlan is prepared in the future. However, due to
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lack of funding and the time it would take to determine a site as
well as design the building precludes considering this alternative

at this time.

3. Upgrade Existing Facility. This alternative is the direction
the Department of Public Safety is pursuing. It will be able to
meet the health and life safety requirements of inmates within
the budget limitations available.

RELATIONSHTP OF PROPOSED ACTION TO LAND USE PLANS, POLICIES AND
CONTROLS.

The proposed project site is within the Conservation District which
is controlled by the Department of Land and Natural Resources,
State of Hawaii, under Title 13, Chapter 2, Conservation Districts.

Kulani Correctional Pacility is in the "General Subzone" of the
Conservation District. The objective of this subzone is "to
designate open space where specific conservation uses may not be
defined, but where urban use would be premature."

The facility is permitted use in the area under the criteria that
it is a governmental use where the public benefit outweighs any
impact on the environment.

Approvals required before the project can be implemented include
a Building Permit and Conservation District Use Permit.

PROBABLE IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

As the intent of project is to upgrade only a portion of an existing

building, only minor alterations to the building exterior is
proposed. The exterior alteration is needed to accommodate a new
turnace and a new flammable storage room. Since these exterior
alterations would be relatively minor and its construction would be
similar to the existing building, the visual changes would hardly
be noticed.

There will be some noise impact during the construction. However,
since the construction will be confined between the hours of
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., no adverse impacts are anticipated.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAIL. SHORT TERM USES OF ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG TERM PRODUCTIVITY

The proposed action does not foreclose future uses for the area.
should the State ever abandon the site, the area would be able to
revert to its original condition.

IRREVERSTBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES

Other than the commitment of labor and materials, no cultural
resources or natural resources surrounding the site will be
affected by the proposed action.
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PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

The Project will be using herbicides to control vegetative growth
where the new flammable storage room and fuel oil tank pad will
be built. The area is considered insignificant (approx. 64 s.f.)
Only a minute amount of herbicide will be needed and any excess
would be neutralized when it contacts the ground or diluted to
such a degree where it would become undetectable.

Other than the normal noise, dust, commitment of labor and building
materials, no adverse environmental impacts are anticipated when
the proposed project is built.

MITIGATION MEASURES

As the proposed project is not anticipated to have any adverse
environmental impacts, no mitigative measures are needed. However,
to maintain security, work within the facility is restricted to

the time between 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m,

The project is not anticipated to affect any scenic, cultural,
historical, or endangered plant or animal specie.

UNRESOLVED ISSUES.

The only unresolved issue associated with the project involves
the option to build a new isolation unit somewhere else within
the facility. But the immediate need to provide a more humane
environment to those inmates confined to the isolation unit
overrides consideration of resolving this issue at this time.

LIST OF AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS TO BE CONSULTED

1. Dept. of Land & Natural Resources
2. County of Hawaii, Planning Dept.

3. " " " , Dept. of Public Works
4. " " " , Dept. of Research & Development
5. " " " , Dept. of Water Supply

6. Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Deptl of Agriculture
7. Geological Survey, U.S. Dept. of the Interior

8. Environmental Center, Univ. of Hawaii-Manoa

9. Water Resources Research Center, Univ. of Hawaii-Manoa




DETERMINATION

|
|

The proposed improvements to the isolation unit is not
anticipated to have any adverse environmental impacts to the
Surrounding area, flora and fauna, historical sites, water
quality or traffic. Based on the environmental assessment,
an Environmental Impact Statement is not needed and the
assessment will be submitted as a Negative Declaration in
accordance with Chapter 343, HRsS,
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CORRECTION

"THE PRECEDING DOCUMENT(S) HAS

| BEEN REPHOTOGRAPHED TO ASSURE |
' LEGIBILITY
~ SEE FRAME(S)

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
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LIST OF CONSULTED PARTIES

ORGANIZATION

STATE: Dept. of Health
Dept. of Health (Env. Mgmt. Div.)
Univ. of Hawaii - WRRC
Univ. of Hawaii -~ Env. Ctr.
pept of Land & Natural Resources
DLNR - State Historic Preservation
Office

FEDERAL: Dept. of Agricultrue - Soil
Conservation Service

COUNTY: Planning Dept.
Dept. of Public Woxks
Dept. of Research & Development
Dept. of Water Supply

OTHER: Greenpeace Foundation of Hawaii
Hawaii Audobon Society
Rainforest Action Group

DATE
SENT

2/6/92
2/6/92
2/6/92
2/6/92
2/6/92

2/6/92

2/6/92

2/6/92
2/6/92
2/6/92
2/6/92

COMMENT

RECELVED

3/10/92
3/9/92

3/2/92

2/27/92
2/18/92
2/27/92
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